hatever elst one may say

about’ th religious

situation ml the Soviet

Umon one @n certainly

asscrt t there is as much con-

flicting testimony aboui it today as
there has ever been.

On the one hand, freedom of con-

.science is guaranteed 1anhe Soviet

constitution; on the other andthere

‘Hare Krishna in rrisons \and labor

stand firmly on the side of the
privileged. It was implacably hostile
to the Bolsheviks, even before the
Red Terror was unleashed upon it.

~ But with totally new generations
leading both church and state, why
should this hostility persist? Per-
haps exiled Orthodox writer Anatoli
Levitin gives us a clue when he
states in the film that the Commu-

garly years they were able to inspire

! 'are Christians, Jews, Moslems, and\nists “are bankrupt” While in the

! camps. Russian Churches are the

: -preserve of a dwindling band of drab

; old babushkas, orso we are told, yet

: others talk of re{ewal renalssance

' evenrevival.

' Where does tfe truth he’ Can all
-"these things betrue at once? Is the
-candle of faith about to be:extin-
‘guished? Or des.it shine with a
-brighter hght fian ever beforé’

" “Candle in the Wind” a’ doc-
umentary filn by Pacem Partner-
*ship, takes aserious look at these

‘qimstions. It',.'doesl not necessarily -

‘come up wm all the answers, but
that -is not . ; failing;-rather it is-a-
~flection ofthe commendable hon-

est; of pro¢ucer Eugene Shirley. A’

genuinely Hpen and questioning

mind will mt come up with cut-and- .
dried, black-and-white answers to -

some fun@amental problems con-
~cerning O}I‘ understanding of the -
1ellg10us gtuation under thc Soviet
regime. [¢

Why ar: Communists so hostlle to
1ehg10n7 Candlc inthe Wmd" intro-
duces us.o the world in which Marx
and Engds lived, which formed the
backgrqind to Marx’s famous for-
mula: “}eligion is the, opium of the
people.Then we are swept on to the

immene inéqualities of Tsarist
Iiussia which did so much to mold
Lenin*attitudes. To many, the Rus-
sian (rthodox-€hurch seemed to

and mobilize the youth, today the V

Soviet~Communists have no
revolutionary zeal themselves.
Instead the visionaries look to reli-
gion. In what Communists openly
admit is an 1deologlcal\bgttle it is
not surprising that they shotrd react
in a hostile way w hen they dO\DOt :
seem to be winning. .

\
The broad sweep of“Candle inthe ~
Wind"” manages to avoid superficial- ...
ity. Each of its six segments says
something important. Its approach .
to Jews and Moslems is as sen51t1ve\-. -
as its treatment of the Christian
" Church, and those ségmeénts have
been applauded by the Jewish and
Moslem communities. The film has

- also been welcomed by a wide spec-
trum of Christian opinion, an amaz-

ing feat for a survey of a subject as
-controversial as the religious
situation in the Soviet Union.
“Candle in the Wind" is a unique
contribution to understanding reli-
gious faith in the US.S.R. It setsina

meaningful context those individual =

events which are reported jm- our
media; it provides a framework in
which seemingly -contradictory
facts are made comprehensible. We
see how-implacable hostility to all
expressions of religious faith and
the Communist aim of eliminating
all forms of religion from society,
have been tempered by a pragma-
tism that is willing to exploit reli-

Mihael Rowe is director of gious feeling for its own ends,

reserch at Keston College, Eng-
land a leading research center on
relidon under communisim. He was
alsca consultant on “Candle in the
Wid.
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whether for the purpose of rallying
the nation against the enemy, as in
World War II, or to promote the
image of the U.S.S.R. as a free and
peace-loving country. There is a con-
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stant tension between the desired
withering away of religion and the
reality of tens of millions of believ-
ing citizens — far more than the
combined memberships of the Com-
munist Party and the Communist
youth league — without whose pas-
sive cooperation the country would
come to a standstill.

We should not therefore be sur-
prised that the restoration of the

Danilovsky Monastery in Moscow,
returned to the Orthodox Church
two years ago, can take place simul-
taneously with the attempts by the
Soviet authorities to crush out of
existence the Pentecostal Church in
Chuguyevka, whose 70 adult mem-
bers, exhausted by constant perse-
cution for their beliefs, have
undertaken four hunger strikes in
their campaign to be allowed to emi-

g flame of faith in the U.S.S.R.

grate. Neither the one nor the other
is typical of the religious scene in
it would be very
erwise. Yet both
the total picture.

the reope;n/ing of the Danilovsky
Monast/e’ry cannot be written off as
a mepe propaganda ploy — though it
has‘indoubtedly been used as one to
_good effect. Certainly it will be used

to impress foreign visitors to reli-

gious peace gatherings when its con-
ference facilities are completed.
Certainly it was not the church’s
first choice for a néw center in Mos-
cow. But it will nevertheless
strengthen the presence of the
Orthodox Church ih the Soviet capi-
tal— it will not be just a showpiece.
Equally, we cannot write off the
Pentecostals of Chuguyevka as
fanatics who would probably come
into conflict with any society, as
some might be tempted to see them.
The fact that the Soviet authorities
can with apparent impunity sen-
tence in the course of one month 10
members of this small religious
* community to periods of imprison-
ment ranging from three to five
years and can now be bringing -
charges against five more of the con-
gregation is eloquent witness to
their underlying hostility to religion.
This hostility expresses _ itself- in
many different ways, but it feels it
has a free rein when the victims, an
isolated minority, carry no weight in
Soviet society and have no great
influence on world opinion.

~~__ And yet, the flame of faith burns

~

on,“Candle in the Wind" affirms, .
even thouglﬁle winds are harsh and
cold. If, as retired Archbishop of
Canterbury Lord Coggan reminds
us, the blood of the martyrs is the
seed of the church, then we should
expect faith to flourish in the Soviet
Union. Religion is a force to be reck-
oned with in the U.S.S.R., and that
simple fact is vital to our under-
standing of the Soviet Union, and isi
reason enough for this film to:
receive the widest possible showing. !
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“T asked what was the worst thing that
ever happened

'Krishna.

“This airport's prett) mellow " he said.

““Now Atlanta airport! In Atlznta, one guy

e o e e T T

started to grab me, choke me, kick me

2 Anthony put a hand around his neck
to demonstrate. “The other guy [ was
with got his finget broken!"

Anthony said he is 26, a one-time
engineering student who became a Krish-
na “devotee’ in 1979. Now he spends six
days a week sollcltmb morey at the

: :urport

I asked him why lhe l\ns‘mas dont
sing and beat tambourines and wear
peach-colored robes, the way they used
1o. In the old'days you <ould hear them a
mile away and alter your course accord-
ingly. Now they wear wigs and civvies,
and travel solo, so they re almost 1mpossx-
ble to avoid..

“They. complamcd " Anthony' sald,
bitterly. They, meanjing the public, “So
OX, now we dress in regular clothes and

they say, ‘Why aren't yourwearmg those »

robes?" " !
A

S J-, ~

was starting to.feel, sorry for luln I
told him it looKed, like a ‘tough'-job,
annoying people. Anthony said:

“If you very carefully analyze these
people, each and every one, something is
wrong with, all of them. Something is
very seriously wrong with all of them.
You know who Moms Mabley "is? She”

i

used to tell a joke that somethirg is

. wrong with everybody, and if nothing’s

wrong with you, something's
wrong with you .., and she was right!”

.1 had'to hand it to Anthony. One thing
I-didn’t expect .was a Krishna- quotmﬁ,
Moms Mabley.

“Don’t you: ever get tired of all the
rejection?’ I asked. Step off a flight from

. Newark and the last thing you want to

see is'some guy with a 900-page mantra
jump out from behind a pillar. % -

~_ Anthony said, “You've got to talk toi
these people- We cant let them go tO;

hell™

He was trying to be patlent but deep

down he wished 1 would go away. To be.

nice, I gave him 43 cents for a thin

. paperback written by a person.named

Hridayananda Dasa Goswami Acaryade-
va, which (I'm pretty -sure) is unot a
pseudonym for Stephen King.

Anthony said the money was to buy .
food, and ! told him to have a good day. -
_ He said: I was very wary when you first -

walked up to me, [ get a lot of people .

they’ re quacks, they're welrdos. they' re

jerks.”

“I believe it,” 1 said. lts a jungle out
there.:

to him while recruxtmg for -
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On Suncay 1 decided to go one-on-one
with a Hare Krishna.

Reportersdfe good at ')esterlng people,
but Krishnas, well they're pros. [ l\now
things might get a little rough.

The guy stood by a plllar across from
the Pan Amn counter at Miami Internaticn-
al. He wore-a dark blue vest, a blue tie,
dark trousers. His name tag said Anthony
Clark and he was holding a glossy book
+ that looked about 900 pages thick.

Anthony stuck out his hand; T shook it.
~He held out the book; I reached for it. No
go. A jackhammer wouldn't have separat-
ed Anthony from his book. He started his -
pitch — “Do you know what 'God looks
like?” — but I'interrupted. '

asked about the bool-.. how much dld

it cost?
: “We ‘don't sell - these books "
Anthony declared, but there was a small

matter of a donation. ~ N

I said, “But if I were a poor person
"with no money and I wanted this book,
- just to read, would you give it to me?”

Anthony shook his head. Ta

“Why not?"” I asked.

“Because it is not a cheap thing,” he
replied, semi- mystically. .

He showed me a picture of Krishna on
the bock jacket, and I agreed that Krishna
looked like a pretty nice deity. Then, -
before Anthony could get rolhng again, |
told him I was a reporter. .

He took a step or two backwards and
asked for some identification. He eyed my.
notebook as if it were a cobra.

“Don’t you ever feel like you're really
_bethering these people?” I asked, motion-
"ing toward the travelers streaming by. .

““These people are bothered anyway,”.
Anthony explained. “They're all ready to
'go *home and beat the dog. They're

.know wholam.

_J flipping me the bll‘d and t‘my dO'lt even



