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"West Virginia Medical Examiner Dr. Irwin .
Sopher, foreground, is among the group working
at the New Vrindaban Hare Krishna commune
Tuesday to exhume what is believed to be the
body of Krishna devotee Charles St. Denis.
Daniel Reid, convicted of voluntary manslaugh-
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ter in connection wnh the St. Denis’
directed law enforcement officers to the grave '
site. Sopher visited New ‘Vrindaban in- Novem- ;
" ber to exhume another body that has yet. to be
1dent1fled '
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Possible St. Denis’ Remains Are

Dlscovered in Stream Bed Grave

By DON SMITH
and JOHN PENNEY
News-Register Staff Writers

After more than three years of
investigating and searching, West
Virginia State Police Tuesday discov-
ered what they think is the remaIQs

of Hare Krishna devotee Charles St.
Denis in a stream bed at the New
Vrindaban Hare Krishna community
in Marshall County.

Aided by the Marshall County Pros-
ecutor’s office, state police started
digging Monday evening but did not
find the remains until 12:30 p.m.
Tuesday. The grave was found on a
wooded hillside near the New Vrinda-
ban Administration Building.

Meanwhile, in an unrelated
Krishna matter, logos. from all
National Football League, United
States Football League, Major
League Baseball and many Division I
college teams were seized in a raid
Monday morning at the New Vrinda-
ban Hare Krishna Community, fed-

eral authontes revealed this morn-
ing. .

Accordmg to Tom Burgoyne, spe-|
cial agent in charge of the FBI's
Wheeling office, federal authorities
will be “getting in touch with the
major universities and colleges and
the professional teams’’ to obtain the
legal data regarding the copyright of
the confiscated items.

Burgoyne said he could not esti-

" mate the value of the items until such

contact’ is made; however, an
informed federal source close to the
investigation said this morning that
in one two-month period alone, the
Krishna community allegedly raised
about $1 million selling the merchan-
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| According- to this source, federal
authorities hauled away~!‘several
tractor-trailers” filled with clothing
items. and bumper stickers, along
with financial records and equipment
concerning Krishna“ fund-raising
activity, A

|up gos;sible violations of federal copy- .
‘right and trademark importation’
statutes, federal authorities said this
‘morning that other charges - includ--
ing customs and-tax violations —
could be brought against the-Krishna
O erianna pok GadadpeaDi
shna spokesman Gada Das
said the community was dﬁ?&:re
- that selling -the hats and stickers:
might violate copyright laws. He
added that several organizations
market the items at sporung events
and questioned why only the Hare
Krishnas are being singled out.::
| Meanwhile, regarding the discov-
ery of thesremains on Krishna prop-
'erty Tuesday, Marshall County Pros-
|
ecutor Thomas. White indicated. that
Daniel Reid, who was accused in the
1983 St. Denis murder, was allowed to’
plead guilty Monday to - voluntary
| manslaughter as .part of a plea
bargaining deal in Marjon: County
CircuitCourt. . .7 -, . “hb o -
i White said Reid, a former Krishna
devotee and New Vrindaban resident,
was instrumental in locating’the,
remaing. 1ped bury him, so we i
' ‘“He he ury him, so we -
relatively sure that it is the body. of'
St. Denis,’”’ White said,” =~ o
' White. had said earlier that' he
entered .
‘after it became clear that Reid was,
not the mastermind behind St. Denis’
‘death,* o . S
Ravenna, Ohio;: resident Thomas '
Drescher, 37, was  convicted: of.
murder in the _St'.‘\benis case in:
Preston County Circuit Court in
December and séntenced to life in
prison, T : v
White said Drescher’s conviction
was only the second time in West
Virginia history.”that a man' was
found guilty of murder when the state
could not produce the victim’s
remains, o A
Stating that St. Denis was' mur-
deréd in what was, then Reid's yard,
White ‘said Reid &nd Dreschér then
- took the body t3" the stream-and
buried it. eEoc o nh
Tuesday, a state police officer said
Dreschier and St.  Denis apparently
blocked- the ‘flow of ‘water and then
burled the body in thé stream bed. He
said they then let tHé& stream resume
its natural course, concealing the
shallow grave. . . oA
Explaining that the body was dou-
bled over and placed in a small hole-
like grave, White said that a recent
search for the grave site came within
10 feet of the" stream. where the
remains was found.
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.. murder or.

-v. ¢ and other crimes.
tre,

into an agreement with Reid !

Dr. Irvin Sopher arrived at New
*Vrindaban Tuesday . afternoon . and

began exhuming the skeleton, which
White sald is intact. - : i
" White djd not say when Sopher's
report on-the remains will be fin-
ished, .r )k .° ‘ :
White.
Reid w

'indicate, however, that
‘testify before the federal:
rand . . currently meeting’ Ifi.
Elkins. That' grand jury, which is\ .
investighting activities at New: Vrin-
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- daban, was empaneled in September. -

- White. refused to comment about
the possibility that the leaders at
an knew about, the
grave, b

Kirtanandrida Swami Bhaktipéda', »

“spiritual 1égtter of the Krishna Com- .

mune, was in St, Louis for a speaking

- engagement'and was unavailable for

comment.‘ﬂ%gwever the Swami had :
stated earligh that he had no knowl-

_edge of the St, Denis murder and said !

he wasn't :convinced that St. Denis
was dead,’calling him a wanderer '
who was gsppble of showing up ‘at
arg time, ﬁ [ s
rescheps-@lso i8 charged? with
murder in the death of Steve Bryant,
35, a dissident Hare Krishna member: .
who had waged a verbal’ battle
against the ‘community and its lead-:
ers. Bryant was shot to death on May
22, 1988, while sitting in his parked
van in Los. Angeles. Bryant had
alleged that Krishna leaders were
involved in child abuse, drugidealing.
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» Another body foundat the commu-
nity just as Drescher’s.trial for St,
Denis’ murder began has' not- been
identified. - - - . - oo



