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By FRANCES CERRA

Six-year-old - Jullan Bablan had just
given some-of his mothet's loose change
fo a cheerful young Santn Claus who
had followed them down Fifth Avenue,
offering them a small candy cane and
hearty wishes for the hollday scason,

“No, 1 don't know who that Sania
Claus represents,” said his mother, Setlan
Babjan, when asked it she knew where
her money would he going. “He men-
tioned something about. children, and I

dren. I didn't make a "judgment. It was
just a few penpies.”” - S
Mrs, Babian, a New Yorker who was
Just out strglling and taking in the Christ-
mas sights’ in the heart of the Fillh
Avenue shopping area, was one of many,

to street solicitors, without much thought
—often only as a lesson in charity to the
children they had in tow. Unfortunately,
according to officials of the Metropolitan
New York Better Business Buread, much

ing the needy. I
" Donatlons Kept By the Imposters .

These officials warn that anyone can
dress up like a Santa Clause or even & nun
vﬁnd solicit money on the street. The only

encficiary of donations is the imposter.

False  Solicitations for contributions
can also come through the mail on behalf

and even*for' organizations: supposedly
connected with reputable policemen's and
firefighters", . groups,..Such solicitations
are illegal unless the.organizations are
registered with the state as bona fide
charitable or religiqus organizations.

The Santa Claus who had approched
{he Babians was named Gokula Chandra,
and he was carrying a metal collection
can* marked with the initials “ISKON.”
He explained later that the initials stood
for International Soolety.of Krishna Con-
sclousness. .
According to Ruth Atchison, the assist-
ant Director of the Council of Betler
Business Bureaus’ philanthropic advisory
service, the soclety does not meet accept-
able . standards for charjtable solicila-
tions, mainly because it has never sub-
mitled an audited financial statement de-
spite repeated requests for one, ,
Soclet‘y Explalns Stand

In a recent letter to the council ex-
plaining why the soclety had nol com-
plied, William H. Smpel 3d, the executive
secrelary, malntained that the society
was nol “engaged in gharitable solicita-
tions." He wrole: !

“We are a religions organization, and
aboul 98 rurcenl of our gross income

i derived from the sale of religlous liter-
ature which we ‘publish and distribute
through our book trust.” '

The society is recognized, by the Inter-
nal Revenue Servico as a nonprofit reli-

glods organization, and according lo a
spokesman for the New York City Police

wanted Julian to think about other chil+

New Yorkers who gave money yesterday

of their donations will mot. end up help-
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Con' Men’ Are, Taking . Advantage »
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Bucket in hand,‘u man dressed in a Santa Claus outfit solicited donations ,,.
" from passers-by yesterday on Flith Avenue near 57th Street,

of nonexistent charitable organizationsi:

Department, may legallyplace Santy on
the ‘street. 1=, 5 o Bl

James J. Lack, president of the Metro-
politan New York Better Business Bu-
reau, advises, however, that people who
wish to give this season should donale
only to street solicitors for the Salvation
Army and the.Volunteers of America, The
Volunteers .station Santas at chimneys
marked with a sign, and the Santas do
not follow pedestrians down the street.

Mr. Lack also urged caution about glv-
ing money to women dressed as nuns.
A spokesman for the Archdiocese of New |
York sald that there is no way of distin-

‘guishing by dress real nung false ones.

Neighborhdod solicitors who claim lo be

with the local parish, he said.
Other Frauds Described

Other “con artlsts,” according to Mr.
Lack, send their solicitations through the
mails. An investigation by the bureau re-
cently prompted postal” authorities to
close post office box of a New Yorker
who had begun uolicltinsz in the name
of the United Way. He had no connection
whatsoever with Tri-State United way.

Another common fraud, Mr. Lack said,
primarily affects busincssmen who are
concerned about keeping good relations
with the Police and Fire Departiment,
They are frequently gulled into buying
advertising space in journals of organiza~
Lions that sctually have no connection
to the Police and Flre Dopartments, .

“Our motto Is, ‘Glve, but give wisely,' "
Mr. Lack said. He urged the public to
check the credentials of any philanthrop-
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nuns or priests should be checked out|

ic organization with a local office of the
bureau before making a donation. )
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