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: ? Shastri, the blind Socialist leader folios and ,co'hsetiuently the vaern-’(tlné-"cows of the - - ‘te'mple st’rayéd_.

s 1 and MP who is functioning  as 'ltvtg“ ment may turn into ‘a rightist band. into the field of Kata""Sheikh apd o
 Mmain spokesman of the group, ' * 6
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"wagon. On the' other ~hand, the he tried to take: it’ to the nearest Lo
issues ‘at stake are most funda-  Jana Sangh felt that it must ery a  pound, Netaichand - "Das, a young ok
mental in character. We feel that g "“halt” somewhere ‘to the blackmail  Bengali ‘devotee. ayd  “Coramander’ . © . " {
Ministry  comprising persons who bfr their junior partper. It, howeyer, - of ' the temple, ‘intervened and :
«<arried a stigma against their names played a’cool, calculated game. It dragged Kata  Sheikh inside the
conld not be "a fit jnstrument for . Succeeded in roping the rebel Mini- temple *  compound, It js . allegad
the realisation of the goal of total ster-designntes of the Congress (0)  that Kata was severely beaten, yp
revolution of JP's dream.” My Shas-  BLD and CFD, one by one. Even and tonsured; mereurochrome wasg
. -tri said that the Clief Minjster had two Socialist candidates joined the  dabbed on the exposed scalp. Mean- S
refused to discuss with him the 'Ministry leaving only five, including - while the village = was full of ‘talk . = | i
.names of MLAs for inclusion in the Jabar Singh, to fight it _out, * that the’‘sahibs’ had killed Kata, .. < ¢
* Ministry in spite of the instructions o ] ‘ . Soon an angry mol - camg to the .. .
of Prime Minister Morarjl Desai to . Soclalist claims|  notwithstanding, temple gate, armed * with various -~ . .
do go. As an ‘undesirable” Minister,  their actiong.  have " aroused strong  farming implements' . and lathis, = - - »
-+ the Socislists name Mr. V., X, Sakle. and adverse ‘public _reaction.’ The- (incidentally, - the ' villagers ', - are
- .cha, who had to bow out of the common man feels that the dispute- renowned lathi ~ widlders). even sei. ..
race for Chief Ministership when ° is about sharing . the loaves and- ssors, - The - ISKCON ' .deyotess \ .
5‘1’5‘3“&‘; gp osition ?h{ﬂs ix:m{l:e psht%s of omce.d g'he(illi's imatgd w,as " allege that many of - them | r-,%m
. ed the balance overn e urther worsened by n ele- . , X RV LI i
" favour of Mr Kailash Joshi. The ~ ments, belonging to themCFD, who . ‘.”‘"”“?‘_‘ “?F.";‘,‘_‘- weap mx‘ff‘ o
Socialists allege that Mr Saklecha  had oined the Janata bandwagon at - The 'immates of ' the '

was hobnobbing with the Congress  the last moment and were defeated Prdbab_ly lost their nerve w;{ﬁf-"{’h?g” S .

during the Emergency. ' at the polls, joining hands with the i raging o AR
' The Socialists ~also feared . that ~ Socialists in their ' fight against ‘the ,a“{ei,‘:},‘?’ J?‘P‘i.:ﬂﬁg;‘ﬁ Fﬁ?&?‘? ‘lﬁ: ',: Lo
" they may be denjed important port- ' so-called Jana Sangh “caucus.”” T g —fired from a- " second floop ... 0

"

7 - balcony in the. air--failed to dis rse /.
i : d, " e g | themin# :

©wy i L) ) A B ] .
SRR i ) . . o the - crowd, - : two . of: oy
s : . ‘de’ 17@5 “'{. mates went ‘nearg‘l;he gate - and. . .
N\ n S OtS t . oo _ o, fired into the “crowd” from : two .} .
N LA\ ‘ ; i_, . : o 12 bore double barrel . gups. The . - Lo
. . . | : L

-+ villagers fled and afmost all ,of the ,
-.were ' shot in thé. back, " Fifteex:l"

| Chandrodaya- Temple i e ol

s

Towab . Sheikh . sustained . head .. ..
injuries, Fortunately ‘the' guns were'. -
i 4 , Joaded with buckshbt . and none was:
seriously . wounded.- . They
areé now . recuperating at
,Pagar Hospital, "~ .¢ " o

. The ISKCON,' people, however,-
give a <different yepgion, According -
af - to them, some: of ‘the villagers res
QMW | . peatedly trespassed; into the temple

: ‘ “compound ‘to steal.” "Gyamaq . ‘grass

(a kind of fodderg‘iand other crops.

Some days before * the day of. the

. Temples are ' ‘not quite the =
i - place to keep . guns of and '
"~ Vdishnavas are the last per-
' soms ' expected fo use the
quns.  Bur that is what hap- |
pened at the Mayapur. fem-
. Ple run by the ISKCON peo-
. Ple. What. was the provoca-
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d wh fly h ‘-‘:“Citdlf“t Kﬂﬁat Sheikh .'lwas. dcaul;l;ht o 3

tion and what req y happens- .-in the act but was! released when * 5

b | . d a. L : . &
ed? SUDEB ROYCHOPHU- he signed a, pledge not to ‘steal

again. Yet on the fateful Friday . = .- - K

afternoon he stolej inside the com- ey
~-§Inup_d with e the o -same - motive, Yo
" Netaichand 'caught ~ him = .and . - kS
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e pens, o )

- e . _ . lswrought‘fﬂf“‘ himdins.idg' tl}g ,‘-'zb‘f)em;;}e. e
la. has. Soon” a frenzied mop of; villa- ¢ o
Uﬁgfﬂ .,.ﬂ:t:orm llll;ss'h bre:t'ed tﬂg gors came to the gate, armed with =

lethal weapons, and - started throw: RS

., :+ing. stones.” “In 'defence, the. order Do

+ 'to-shnot was - given. - When the B
‘rounds o blank “fire failed to scare = o

the mob away a- gouple - of rounds i

were fired into t'i'{le «crowd, but these ' .

were aimed ‘at'the Jegs. . [

- Since a court ofilaw  hag beem ., -
moved, it is for thé' trying  judge . '
to decide: which version  is: the . " ¢
. ) . . correct one. The: police ‘arrived on ot
.. the. hallowed - birthplace of = Sri ; o ‘the spof.three  hours * after the s
¢« Chaitanyal = The thoroughly : T incident, though Mayapur is a bare .
+ bn-Vaishnava-like  conduct has not: he place about 28 hours after the: 20 km from : Krishnagar. When -~ °
- only made the local villagers angry, incident, all seemed normal, how< 71 reached Mayapur pn the night of
.. beople "all gver the State have .ever.. The ISKCON | devaltee were - July 9 it was raiging -hard, Armed -
© . resented it, too. The US ' Consul at _ chanting ‘Hare  Krishna, . Hare. ' police were stationed” at the + main .
v Galcytta "rushed “to Mayapur because *Rama’ gs if nothing \had ‘happengd.. gate. There was ng. blood stain on .. - 5
. .there are four ‘American citizens N - ‘ - the ground near the gate - though ;" VA
.- among the 110 - swamis. arrested in But, .around 3.30. pm. on July 8. . that was where the  villagers had - L
this connection, * When I reached something had happened. - One ol fallen ‘wounded; appgrent i
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Chandrodaya  Temple of the In-
ternational - Society  for Krishna
Conscignsness: ~(ISKCON) at Maya- |
" pur on.July 8. This temple. of the -.
“y White-skinned  Vaishnavas on the
" bank of ‘the - Ganga, 75 km from
Calcutta,” has_ aroused a lot of
- interest in - Calcutta as well .as in
;" Delhi, Gunfire ‘and bloodshed at a
temple! And at a Vaishnava temple -
to boot! And. all this at Mayapur, .
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[(Left) Kata, with shaven-off pate, tells )
- Adhikqri " (born Benjamin in Canada) under police guerd in hospital

“his storu and(right) Hiranyagarbha

had washed everything away. Three

of the Temple inmales, includin

a foreign devolee, Shrimati Vishal-
akhsee. Devi, have also sustained
;injuries, She was -discharged from
hospital after being given first aid.
The other iwo -are: still there at the

' .Shaktinagar Hospital. Of them
Hiranyagarva -~ Adhikari ~— from
Canada— has a:fractured arm and,
Netaichand Das* has sustained a
head g‘ujury. o R

.. Thé eleven  Ashramites arrested

. ..._in this’ _conpection include ° gix
" ""foreigners, four of them American.
) .. One - of the four,
Swami, = has been a

ity

controversial

b, figure for ' quite some time. = The

| " son. of an

American  multi-million-

k.. ... aire and .a former film director, his "

¢ @ s gctual  name. is Edward Charles
V : Baccis. Last year, when he was one
. of the co-directors of the temple
(the ~ other co-director, Jaipataka

. Maharaj, is Iso -~
_citizen), the Government refused
to extend his visa and . made him

. quit“the country. But he soon re-
* " turned, this time travelling on a
' Kenyan passport. The West Bengal
Chief Minister Mr., Jyoti Basu, has

k
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Bhabananda

an  American "

. - sought  clarification from’ ' the
{. ~, Centre on how Bhabananda could -
; do this? Who  issued. the tourist

visa and qn what ground? He has

. called for a thorough probe also.

" The! police have - impounded the

A passports of the six foreigners now

* the “Ashram have been confiscated

)
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¥ in custody.” Two :12 guns found at
..alsp: Their owner 'Mr. Pravas Singh, '

_temple have been

a Bengali devotee, has arrived at
Mayapur = from  Brindavan,
fired into the ~ crowd, how many
rounds were' fired and  whether. it
was all in self defence, as claimed
Yy the ISKCON people;' remain_to
be . investigated.  Mr. Basu !
sent a report on the clash. to Delhi.
The 11 arrested inmates of the

attempted ! murder ' and. illegal
possession of"ﬁx_%mwu; .
Patrick - O'Neill at -the
He told me. he' was there-

have anything -{g, do- with..the rest”,

he commented.. “I have’ “met the

Who

has.

. gh_a_rgcd with -

1 met thel US Consul, Mr. Joseph ““were: permitied by 'the 10 GAV: oo

temple %at‘;e:"' ‘erpment. to7Yiiie ev't?zmp%mﬁ%‘%n et
8 TR
Americans were ipvolyed. “I'do not. '~

District Magistrate. and ,the officials -

concerned, and . I-believe that the
four Amerigan"-citizens
dealt with 3s per the

land. I have .visited them in cus-

tody.. They! have been accorded all

N

-would. be .
Jaws of the -

due facilities, ‘including diet of their *

chojce”, he added. .’
: i

The villagers . top have calmed -

down. R
in the authorities

“They have complete faith
who, they are .

sure, would take. appropriate mea-

sures”, said' the- West Bengal Dairy
and Animal Husbandry Minister, Mr.
Amritendy Mukherjee_and Mr, Debi

Bose, the local CPI(M) MLA., A~

with

police  force. armed
: vy Madan Gopal,

warrants, led by Mr.

search

the Superintendent of Police, Nadia™

and Mrs. Rann -Ghosh, the District

Magistrate, payeusear.c!icd the temple *  ces and there.is nothing segret;. -
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_ing the pucca road are tagged at Rs, -

- for a number of clarifications. These

'

. . ] s . » q‘):{‘. o

premises' and recovered 49 live C,@('i'.""

tridges and 13 empty shells. -~ ¥ ;_1
Mayapur bears the " sacred wme- .-’
meory. of: Shri Chaitanya. The Chan-- “ °
drodaya Temple was built in 197071, '
The present complex sprawls over 20 L
acres of ground. There are about f:
250 permanent inmates including 80 .-
children,. most. of whom are-drom .~ }
ihe poor families of the locality. The = -
number of foreign devotees is 35. “I '
came here _first”, | Achyutanandd
Swami. (from America) told me,
“We 'started with 11 acres of land.
Fakir Saheb, a local . villager came
out with help, "It was then an
obscure “village, Farakka Dam was
far from finished and floods were a
yearly phenomenon”, Ttiwas only in
197475 that this four-storied - temple
‘'was constructed”, he said. . -

The complex also includes -a 380-.
room guest house 1o accommoda
devotees from other parts of the.
country and abroad, The temple . -
stands on eight acres-of. ground; the
remaining 12 acres are used to grow
paddy, wheat ‘and other crops. The
ISKCON plans to buy another 300
acres of land to expand their acti- '
_vities, but the owners -are quoting !
“exorbitant prices,” The plots flank- =~ -

30,000 a’' bigha whereas -just six years
before they were valued at Rs. 1100
to Rs. 1200 a bigha. In view of the -
high prices the JSKCON has appeal w
ed to the' West Bengal Government - ™
to help it acquire the land at reaspn-:w«
able prices, They propose to build " .-
an airstrip ‘so that ‘prasad’ can be = 3.
flown to .devotees abiroad. Mys. .

Ghosh, the District Magistrate, sént., ™

the file to the State Chief Secretary, .= . =
Mr. B, R. Gupta, who in turn asked

24

mainly dealt with how many people. . @ .»
would be rendered landless after the-

acquisition and how they could o
rehabilitated. - The questions are yet_ ' -~ ‘¢
to, be ‘answered and the matter rests .. "%
there. According to the State Home ' . n
_Department* the'* American devotees . . « %

vested in the Government, but the: .
rest of the. campus’ ' area that wasg * °
later taken over had béen earmark-
ed by the Land and Land Revenug ‘I

Department for gllocation to 45 land- - § .
less peasants, A high official of the
department was .present at 'the in-.
augural ceremony that was held
when the. expansion - joh was. com» .
plete.” Gy vy R L

(ISKCON is" apparently an affluent §. .
organisation and, like many others, .|
1 wondered to- the veteran Achyuta- }-
nanda Swaxmf_l “where the ..money Y
came’ from. " He said they have 1400
life ‘'members in Calcutta who have:
each 'i)axd Rs, 2222, The Chandro-
daya Temple is the biggest ISKCON
centre of worship in India .but they -
have temples in Brindavan, Calcutta,'y . }

" Delbi, : - Chandigarh, -« Hyderabad,.’ 4"’
Bhubaneswar, Bombay and Ahmeda-' ;.
bad also. The State . Governments. ' .
"know: everything. about' their fingur. . "\ -
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