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Indicted in Narcotics Case

3 3y EVAN MAXWELL S padion Q70

. L'A'(T/MES /,/(J/Z77 Times Statf Writer (’J{' P - /~
Eleven men identified by investi- Officials of the Internatiohal Sociex
gators as present or former members ty of Krishna Consciousness,’a hLols‘

* of Southern California Hare Krishna Angeles-based corporatlmn W}Ifl

: temples have been indicted on federal runs local Krishna tempies, ‘qt‘llxlgthy _‘
narcotics smuggling and income-tax disavowed any COﬂn?cngYtl WI'Lili'?'
evasion charges, the U.S. attorney’s . persons named in the inaictment... .-

i ' Jocal Krishna
office reported Monday. A spokesman for the !
= 'The 1% are charged with involve-- .lemple, . Eric

Larsen, said thef'chuijch

i ' strict rules against use of Oorjin~ -
ment in the smuggling of large quan- has strict rutes against rn- -
tities of hashish goil, a potent mari- zg‘g‘éﬁment with intoxicants- Off.glgy: S
fana derivative from Paskistan into 0 g R
The United States in 1976 and 1977~ - .“If anyone breaks these rules, they. .
Arrested Sunday night at his Lagu- don't l_)éalong to our movement,” Lar- -
na Beach home was the alleged ring- -, sensaid. - o0 A
Jeader. of the operation, Joseph Shel-" - Michael Grant, official spokesman
ton DavisIII, a former member of the.. for the international movement, said

‘Hare Krishna temple in a telephone interview from London
I&?]%ggvgs%%?%cgd Jast year in an (I))r- that some of those named had. been:
ange County nareotics-related kid- . involved in the Krishna movement in.
riaping case. & ~ the past, but that they were part of &

Sl being sought were a number of -splinter faction ousted for violations.
other pereons identified by investiga-- of church polgcy:v D T T AR -
tors as having been affiliated with the . “Categorically, We state we. in-no-
:Laguna Beach or San Diego Temple, way condone these kinds of activiz®
cluding Roy Christopher Richard, 8 tjes,” Grant said. “And their religious’: 1
ormer president of the Laguna group. .= : * Please Turn to Page 2; Colo1”

B S AN SR SR TN S R N T et

st R T T ey
.- v <-‘:ﬁ“’wf‘.'1 FLERAS :

11 Linked to Krishna Gult

CO "~4'L T - = - T Voma e T -

NARCOTICS CASE -~ ity

NA S e resaio - bail were Patrick William Kenealy, arrested with Davisf
. man Catholics.” .  the street from the»L(.)s A{lgé'lesf Hare Krishna téfqp}e.
: remained active inthe church. -
© was killed, indicated that members of the Krishna faction

The indictment in the case did - not mention the ‘Hare

. Krishna names. . -

writer carrying cases that were carried by cogriers dis
* nesses as fronts through which the proceeds of narcotics

-After af}éiignmeht in federal court, Davis-was ordered
held in lieu of $300,000 bail. Ordered held in lieu of $50,000
"f v - - ) 1le !
+Lontinued from First Page .~ .. - . o« o Sunday night in Laguna Beach, and Douglas Hart Snyder. 8
" affiliations have no-‘more meaning than if they were Ro- - who was arrested Monday morning in an apartment across
"Police investigators have said, however, that they be-
-, lieve some of those indicted by the federal grand jury have
) Evidence introduced last year in the Orahgé County kid- -
* naping case, in which the intended victim, Steven Bovan,
- had contributed thousands of dollars'to Krishna operations
+"in the United States and-in India. e
*  Krishna. church, but ten of the 11 men indicted were
. pamed by both their Christian names and by their adopted
i - The indictment alleges {hat the smuggling ring uﬁported
** hashish oil from the Far East in the hollow sides of type
. guised as American businessmen. R
. :+ It also alleges that Davis set up several legitimate busi
_sales could be laundered, according to the U.S. attorney’s

-office. : . ‘ :
Included among those businesses were Prasadam Distri-
buting International, Inc., which had offices in Newport
Beach, and Govinda's Restaurant, a vegetarian restaurant
in Laguna Beach. . '
_ “The overt acts listed in the indictment were committed : R :
* in 1976 and 1977. The operation of Prasadam Distributing - S
. International was discontinued late in 1977, after Steven ||i: Ll
* Bovan was shot to death outside a Newport Beach restaur-

nt.
Davis, the alleged ringleader, also was charged with be-
- ing involved in a “continuing criminal enterprise,” a feder-
- a} crime which can lead 1o life imprisionment, and willfully
* filing a false income tax return. T




ISSUED TO THE MEDIA APRIL 1, 1980
Nztional contact: Thomas Allen (212) 765-8610
Local Contact: Harold Wilson ' ’
2334 Stuart St., Berkeley, CA 94705

NEWS RELEASE RE: HARE KRISHNA PROBE

A special ‘investigating committee appointed by the Governing Body
Commission of the International Society for Krishna Consciousness
flew to Berkeley, Califormia last night in response to reports

from the news media that large amounts of ammunifidn are being held
by a person allegedly affiliated with the Hare Krishna movement.
The Commission is a déméciatic body which.determines the spiritual
and moral guidelineé for the Hare Krishma Society. Although éach
Hare Krishna temple is independently incorﬁotated, the Commission .
may sometimes act to advise local temples to take remedial measures
in response to the activities of persons claiming to be acting.in
accordance with the principles of the movement. While officials of
the Society are véry concernec about recent repbrﬁ%, they insist
that the International Society hés no purpose in keeping any stoékpile

of ammunition (AP mistakenly reported in a widely-read release

printed in the New York Times that police "found nine toms" of gun-
‘powder, whereas the actual figure was nine pounds.) Offiéials of the :
Society caution against what they term."post-Watergété‘dog—pack
journalism being employed to highlight a pafticular incident because
it relates to an active‘tdnority religion" 'Hare Krishna members also
resent being- called ancuit because their reiigious tradition ié
thousands of years old. £ficials of the Society claim any balanced
look at the activities of the Hare Krishna movement would reveal it

_working for exclusively benevolent purposes.
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'BERKELEY (AP) — A leader of the
Hare Krishna movement has been arrested
n 4 case.involving an illegal weapon and a
stolen car, police said Tuesday.

Srila Hansadutta Swami Maharaja,
Aerman-born nationalized American
‘itizen whose non-Krishna name is Hans
{ary, was taken into custody Sunday at a
3erkeley house owned by the religious sect,
nvestigators said.

Hansadutta, 40, was booked for in-
estigation of auto theft, possession of a
tolen car and possession of a machine gun.
le was released on recognizance on orders
f Alameda County Superior Court Judge
Vilmont Sweeney, i

Rameswara Swami, who described

La Habra, CA 3
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himself as the spiritual leader of the move-
ment in the western United States, said in

a telephone interview from his Los Angeles’

headquarters that the movement denies
“any involvement with either the vehicle or
weapons found in the vehicle, The vehicle is
not regisiered lo any Hare Krishna guru
and the weapons are not owned by the
society.” ‘

He predicted the case against Hansadut-
ta would be dropped, ‘

Police said gave this explanation of the
arrest:

Patrol Officer Joseph Sanchez noticed a

1968 Mercedes car parked near the Krishna
house bearing a license plate which
Sanchez remembered seeing on another car

Vne R bk A A A Lo e > ik

.Rodeo that sells drug paraphernalia to so- .
~called “head shops.” RS

* self-defense, saying - they - had received

.Stalements abouy the case. -

-ciely for Krishna® Consciousness, 'was "+

.master of the faith followed by
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arrested

during a March 4 search warrant raid af. - -
the sect’s Mount Kailasa farm in Lake,
County. « \ . |

A check with the Department of Motor |
Vehicles showed the license number was’
registered to another vehicle,. so policg +
contacted a sect member at the house wha 1
unlocked the car looking for registration .
papers. . ‘ oy

Officers reported they subsequently . -
found seven pistols and rifles, an illegal
submachine "gun and more than 1,000
* rounds of ammunition in the car. Do

During the Lake County raid, police re- .,
ported finding 17 weapons, including a -
grenade launcher. Authorities said several ;
of the weapons were purchased fraudulenb .
ly with checkS""tha{ had “beenreporied ™
Krishna' devoted William
Benedict, who owns a wholesale business in '4&5

Krishna officials have ingisted they obe. ?
lained the weapons al the ranch only. for"

threats. . SRR N

~ Hanasadutta’s attorney, Michael Ciraolg
said he hasg advised his client to make.no ad
:.r.a.a‘

The sect, officially the International So- ¥

brought te the U.S. in 1965

by AC
Bhaklivedanta Prabhupada,”

a spiritual

millions.
S ;I;‘ . ce
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ISSUED TO THE MEDIA MAY 29, 1980

On the decision of the Governing Body Commission (GBC) of the
International Society for Krishna Consciousness (ISKCON), Hansadutta
Swami stepped down from his position of management and initiating
new ISKCON students. Founded in 1970, the GBC is the ultimate
“ecclesiastic authority of ISKCON and determines the spiritual and
moral guidelines for ISKCON worldwide. The collective spiritual
power of the GBC is greater than that of any individual leader,

irrespective of whether or not that member can initiate students.

"An ISKCON guru must be exemplary in all respects," said Srila
Bhagavan Goswami, Chairman of the GREC. "Hansadutta Swami was not
strictly keeping his vows of chanting, studying, and leading temple
services as is the duty of one in his ministerial Position. Moreover,
it was found that he would frequently minimize the authorlty of

the GBC." Further, the Internatloal Society for Krishna Consciousness
has no purpose in keeping any stockpilé weapons or ammunition for

any reason.

ISKCON is concerned that media reports in the San Francisco Bay

Area have in recent weeks portrayed ISKCON as an orgénization with
paramilitary tendencies (a Bay Area AP office issued a widely-~ |
published wire story stating thatbpolicel”found nine tons" of gun-
powder in a member's possession. The actual figure was nine pounds).
ISKCON cautions against sensationalistic and 1naccurate journalism
be1ng employed to highlight a particular incident because it ‘relates

to an active’ mlnorlty rellglon.
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. By WAYNE KING ‘ 5
Special to The New York Times .

SAN FRANCISCO, June 8 - Hare|the diety, Lord Krishna. 1 want to protect
Krishna groups are coming under in- |my god-brothers. Any bona fide religion
creasing scrutiny by the police in Califor- | can be persecuted. We're here to protect
pia amid disclosures thul the group bas |our god.”
been stockpiling large stores of weapois Belag Sought Ly Police

and anununition., \
: : : The ¥rishna gure conceded that & for-

deut, Je k: a nvestigato AR
Lieut. Jeff Markham, an investigator mer official at the farm had a stolen

e e Co wrift’s Depart- . " h :
for the Lake County Skerifi's Depart credit card, but he described him as *‘a

ent, whose jurisdiction includes a o -
xl?ri'ah'na ranch {1"81‘ Ukiah, where ‘ém_ pesson with a bad habit.” The former of-
) ol e 1 ficialis being sought by the police.

-5 discovered a cache of weapons and ; :

gxe;;n(\i;x;%ion last L,:fa'rm sqid, T ny| Comraeriiaz on the recent develop-
sdal vl - SRt T PO L . R

have pretended for years’tn be 2 peave. | BHERLE, Licuteuant Markham of tha Lake
loving group that was only concerned S‘?"’fﬁty Stexiff's Department, remarked:
abeut their religion but events of the last [ <47 they dongerous? W?H' 1 don’t be-
six months have shown me porsonlly ,twve they n“; %;mrhg t& c;?.ne g‘w;né’" ta

at thev a obat they 1 eiend 1o | %D, arined to the teeth, and start at-,
& i’t' they are not whe ey poie 0 tacking people.

Members and leaders of the Krishna | - Bui, on the other hand, what legiti-
sect maintain that the gathering of weap- | fnate religious or gi’,{“w,g“’.“, do you know
oni5 i not sinister and stems from a need | (03¢ keeps an arsenal? I'm sure that
for self-defense come who join are sircere about it, they

The authorities were trying to trace a | Wait to dedicate themselves to this reli-
stolea credit card when they visited a | & 0N, but I aleo think tae hierarchy cf the
scemingly placict {armhouse on 40 acres | 5<0up bas some other motives.”
of rulling, newly plamted land in the Aimrime Joaestown tragedy, it's a

. P 9 o ! 3 -1
Maycamas Mouritains on March 4. There | 34er of great concern to us,’” re said,
they uncovered sevaral thousand rourcs | TS-CFTing to the suicices and murders of
of ammunition, a grenade launcher, miore thao §00 followers of the Rev. Jir

three rifles and four short-burrel shot | »0098 ia Guyanainlzs. '
guns, whick are normally used by tie po- Pollee Ave ‘Ballled®
lice as riot guns. Kene were illegal t0]  Richard Berger, a spokesman for the
ow, the police said, Berkeley Police Department, said: ““This
) . inordinate interest inwaapons has us bal
Apother Discovery in Berkeley fled. Mormally you would attribuie that
Later that month, the Berkeloy police| kiid of activity to a miitant political
disvovered a Krishna-owned varehonse | group.”
in Kl Cerrito containing casings, powder| ie said that the department had **di-
and slugs for making £0,000 rounds of am- | rect knowiedge” that the Rerkeley tem-
muuition. The cache was legal because | pie had spent “many thousands” of dol-
the warehouse was owned by a licensed | lars on weanons in recent rmonths. Rut he
gun dealer, Sgt. Pepper’s Guns. noted tnat most of the weapons, with the
In Moundsville, W. Va., property own- | appavent exception of the submachine
ers near a Krishna retreat have core.|gua, were “legally obtained an. lawiully
plained about members stockpiling a|held.”
large arsenal of weapons and conducting | - Until recently, he said, the 10-year-old
target practice in the woeds.: Rerkeley temple had caused “‘only ccea-’
In hay the Berkeley police, acting on n | sional and routine” police problems.
warrart, searched an avtomobile near | “From tire to time we have had an alter-
the Rerkeley temple and found twe|cation, almost always between mnem-
loaded pistols, a Walther P.38 and a|bers,” he said. “These things sometimes
¢-mm. Browning, two military-type as-|have started when a street hawker didn’t
saw't riflns, two .22-caliber rifles, ammu. | bring in enough money to satisfy the
nition and a locked artaché case contain- | vthers.”
ing an Ingram submachine gun, a com-| The Hare Krishnas, formally known as
mando-lype 9-mm. automatic weapon |the International Society for Krishna.
capable of being fitted with a silencer, Consciousness, werle fmmdgd in 1655 in|
‘I Naw York by an Indian businessman,
Leader of Sect Arrested A.C. Bhaktivgdama Swami Prabhupada,
They arrested a 3%-year-old leader of | who died in 1977, after designating 11
the Krishna movament, Srila Hansadutta | spiritual leaders, including Srila Hansa-
Swami on charyes that included posses- | dutta Swami, as ruling gurus, or *‘spirit-
sion of an automatic weapon, a Federal | ual masters,” of the internaticnal sect.
offense. The charges against Hansadutta| The order exists by begging, and its
Swami, one of 11 worldwide spiritual: often aggressive members are a familiar]
leaders of the Krishna movement, were | sight at airports where they seek contri-:
drepped and placed against a Krishna utions, Last year, according to pub-
member who asserted that the weapens | lished depositions of the sect leaders, so-
were his. The police said that one of the | licitations brought in $772,000 in the Bay
weapons, a pistol, wus registered under | Araa alone. '
the name of Hanskary, the German-born|  J. Stillson Judah, emeritus professor of
Hansadutta Swami’s given naine, .| the history of religion at the Graduate
Tapancassalus.thagurrent manager | Theological Union and Pacific School of
ofthe Kriztma furm near Ukial, said in| Reiigionat #erkeléy, who has researched
an interview after the raid that although | the Hari Brishna organization seid that
the group did have “some gans’ at the | he was “disrayed by this acquisition of
farm, “the armament isu’t for our-: gouns,” which he described as “'totaliy out
sejves,” He explained: “1 wont to protect | of character with the sect.” ;
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Protecting a Deity

The logic of Americans buving more
and more guns to protect themselves
can be tragic. But the explanation of a

-religious cultist for the cache of arms
the police found stored at his Hare
Krishna farm in California sounds
even worse. He said, ‘T want to protect
the deity, Lord Kristfia, I want to pro-
tect my god-brothers. .. We're here to
protectour god."”

One should not have to argue theol-
ogy to oppose these arsenals of the In-
ternational Society for Krishna Con-
sciousness —- those sometimes shaven-
headed, saffron-robed people who for
15 years have been begging for money
in cities and college towns. The Berke-
ley police say they know of thousands
of dollars in recent gun purchases.
Neighbors of a Hare Krishna com-

"mune in West Virginia have com-
plained. of incessant target practice.
‘One of the cult’s leaders has been ar-
rested for violating Federal gun laws,

.And among the arms recently discov-

e

- Armed Causes

ered on Hare Krishna properties,-
there weren’t just pistols and hunting
rifles but also riot guns, a submachine
gun, a grenade launcher and assault
rifles, with appropriate ammunition.

State and Federal authorities ought
to inquire very carefully into this mili-
tary preoccupation of one-time paci-
fists. The cult ought to be pressed to
expiain what is going on. And charita-
ble pedestrians, meanwhile, ought to
think twice about contributions to
these beggars. Around San Francisco
alone last year, Hare Krishnas report-
edly raised $772,000. For what?
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CONTACT; OFFICIAL STATEMENT GIV! | BY THE INTERNATIONAL SOCIETY FOR KRISHN

Tom Allin
765-861¢

CONSCIOUSNESS (ISKCON) TN REGARDS TO N.Y. TIMES ARTICLE
"KRISHNA ARMS CACHES DFAW POLICE SCRUTINY IN CALIFORNIA"
OF JUNE 9,80

NEWS CONFERENCE

A special inyestigatinglcommittee appointed. by the Governing
Body Commission (GBC) of the International Society for Krishna

Consciousness (ISKCON) flew to Berkeley, California,on March 30th

in response to reports from the news media that large amounts of
ammunition were being held by aperson allegedly affiliated with the
Hare Krishna Movement. The Commission is a democratic body which
determines the spiritual and moral guidelines for the Hare Krishna
Movement. Although each Hare Krishna temple is independently
incorporated and managed the GBC may sometimes institute general or
specific remedidl measures to insure the preservation of the

spiritual standards of the Society as formulated by the Founder-Acary:
His Divine Grace A.C, Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada. ISKCON

leaders are expected to strictly follow the teachings of Srila

Prabhupada if they expect to remain in a position of responsibility.

The findings of the special GBC investigating committee required
an emergency general meeting, which was convened by the Chairman in
Los Angeles on the 10th of April. The meetingwas attended by twenty
éommissioners from around the world, including Africa, Australia, Ind:
South America and Europe. As a result of the decision reached at the

meeting, Hansadutta Swami, the Commissioner assigned to the Northweste

§K United Stateé, including Berkeley, was removed from his responsibiliti
& //“bf management and initiation of new ISKCON students. The Chairman of
JTD “ the GBC, Srila Bhagavan.Goswami, summarized the basis of the decision

in the following statement: "The collective spiritual power of the
GBC is greater than that of any individual leader, irrespective of
whether or not that member can initiate students. An ISKCON guru must
be exemplary in'all respects. Hansadutta Swami was not strictly
keeping his vows of chanting, studying, and leading temple services as
is the duty of one in his ministerial position. Furthermore, it is.
against the policy of the International Society for Krishna '
Consciousness to keep any stockpile of weaﬁons or ammuni?ion for

any reason."



The recent évents in northern Ca. have been unfairly exploited
by the news media, which is iﬁplying that ISKCON policy now advocates the
stockpiling of‘weapons by its members. individuals in:any organization
may from time to time act in a way which is contrary to the goals and best
interests of that organizatiod. But, the true test of any institution
is how quickly and effectively it rectifies such problems, as has been
recently demonstrated.by'ISKCON leaders. ISKCON does not advocate or
place any value on storing guns. Those who do so in the name of ISKCON
or deviate in other ways will always be disciplined by the Society.

However, the media, and the N.Y. Times in partlcular,has made no attempt

to report this undeniable fact, although 1t was made public. Instead,they
have acted in clear violation of point four in the Professionel Journalistic
Code of Ethics: "News reports should be free of opinion or biased and

represent all sides of an issue." Repeatedly the N.Y. Times has avoided

or negelected to contact the Hare Krishna'Movement officials to check. :

allegations before publishing a story.

IN ESSENCE, THE MEDIA IS UNOFFICIALLY PUBLICISING THAT ISKCON IS
JUST ANOTHER JONESTOWN,Z\“,-OUT TO HAPPEN. THE PRESS HAS REPEATEDLY SHOWN
LITTLE REGARD FOR BALANCED INVESTIGATIONS. IT APPEARS THAT AS 'FAR AS THE
PRESS IS CONCERNED, THE HARE KRISHNA MOVEMENT IS SOMEHOW "GUILTY" AND IT IS
JUS.TiA QUESTION OF:"’.:[‘IME BEFORE THIS WILL BE REVEALED TO THE PUBLIC.
Certainly, we can understand that ehe alleged activities in Berkeley‘afe,

as Prof. Judah stated in the Times article of June 9th, "totally out of

character" for ISKCON. However, ISKCON is organized in such a way that
such alleged activities can be rectified within the Society and/or referred
to law enforcement agencies or courts when necessaly

I would like to briefly review some of the publlc misconceptions

resulting from the N.Y. Times article of June 9th and the irresponsible



editorial that followed on June 10th.

Point 1:

Point 2;

Point 3:

Eoint 4.

Point 5:

Only a few individuals were involved -- and they have been
censured and removed from positions of responsibility within

the Society. |

This problem in northern CA.. was a recent problem only and
inconsistent with our institution's history. No Hare Krishna
Temples are stockpiling weapons.

The so-called stockpile of ammunition was in fact a warehouse
inventory of cartridges to be used for resale purposes to finance
a new gﬁn shop which had no direct connection with ISKCON. The
gun shop was privately ownd by an adherent of the faith, who was
not financially connected with the Society. |

No money accepted as a contribution to ISKCON has ever been spent
on guns. The guns in questioﬁ were all privately owned and legall
registered,with the exception of one,which is under investigation
by the police. To suggest that a donation to the Hare Krishna

Movement might very likely be used towards the purchase of guns

(which is exactly what the N.Y. Times has seen fit to suggest) is

simply without'basig in fact.

The statement repeatedly made by the press that ISKCON is supporte
by "begging" ignores the fact that like all churches and religious

organizations, ISKCON has a congregation which contributes its

hard-earned money on a regular basis. ISKCON has thousands of lay

followers who contribute out of a genuine appreciation for what
ISKCON has added to their lives. As far as street solicitation
is concerned, why does the press répeatedly ignore the published
fact that ISKCON has distributed well over 60 million pieces

of religious literature since 19727 Missionary work in the form



4,
of street soiicitation is engaged in by only one tenth of the
members who live in Hare Krishna temples -- a small fraction.
Why does the press choose to ignore the fact that the publishing
arm of the International Society for Krishna Consciousness,

The Bhaktivedanta Book Trust, is the largest publisher of
authorized Vedic texts in the world? These same books which are
ignored by the press ‘are in 95% of all university libraries of
the U.S. and Europe and have been highly praised by thdusands
of recognized scholars.

Point 6: Finally, the N.Y. Times again refers to His Divine Grace

A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupéda, the Founder-Achayya of
ISKCON, merely as an "Indian businessman,"again ignoring

the fact that he took to monastic life in 1952, fifteen years
before bringing his missionary activities to the West.

Srila Prabhupada is recognized as one of the most prolific and
renowned Vedic scholars in the world. In short, the media will
praise Henry Miller, the avowed hedonist; who said he wrote in
order to "kick God in the pants," but it finds fault with those
who work to preserve a valuble religious culture in the face of
advancing materialism. We are a new organization in this country,
made up of people dedicated to higher religious principles,
inciuding strict vegetarianism, no gambling, no intoxication,

and no illicit sex, If we make mistakes, we are not afraid to
face them and correc£ them. But please let us do away with post-

Jonestown dogpack journalism. Thank you.

In June of 1972 an armed motorcycle gang raided the ISKCON West Virginia
community, which includes women and children, Théy shot four people and took
the leader of the community into the woods at gunpoint.and told him, "Dig‘

- your grave," They also walked on and destroyed the altar. Police did not



respond to calls for help until more than one and a half hours later.
'Theygang was later taken to triai and acquitted by a jury. The community,
founded in 1968, never had guns on the property until after the raid of 1972,
A total of 8 guns, all of a nonmilitary type, have been purchased since that
time. The community consists of more than 350 people living on more than
1,000 acres, wich means that there is less than one gun for every 40
individuals. (Local police estimate that the local farmers own 3 guns

apiece.) The N.Y. Times and the news media in geﬁeral repeatedly publish

heaysay about "incessant target practice." Upon purchase of some guns in
1973, target practice was initiated under the supervision of the local
sherrif. No target practice takes place on the ISKCON farm prqperty.
Two local shooting ranges regularly used by local farmers border the ISKCON
property. Some ISKCON members on occasion practice on hese ranges.

| In short, the media is misleading millions of Americans into thinking
'-that the Hare Krishna Movement has become militaristic. Yet nothing can be
further from the truth. Everyone is ISKCON accepts the exeﬁplary teachings
of the qunder—Acarza, His Divine Grace A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada.
If some individual goes astray, it is not that that the whole Society should
be considered impure. And no.ﬁonest.person has ever seriously guestioned
the charadter of Srila Prabhupada; his behavior and scholarship were aiways

‘above reproach.



Krishna Sect Denies Policy on Guns

Speclal to The New York Times ‘.

BERKELEY, Calif., June_ 16 — Two
members of the international governing
board of the Hare Krishna sect said today
that widely publicized incidents linking
its members with the stockpiling of weap-
ons had resulted from individual actions
not from policy.

One board member, Shrila Acharya-
dev, whose responsibility is the San Fran-
cisco Bay area and Latin America, said
Iskcon — the formal name of the Hindu
sect is the International Society for
Krishna Consciousness — ‘‘has no pur-
poseé in keeping any stockpile of weapons
or ammunition for any reason.”’

He acknowledged that some of the
sect’s 200 or more temples did keep weap-
ons for self-defense, but he said those
were local decisions, not sect policy.

‘Not Our Policy’

Another board member, Robert
Corens, a chaplain at the University of
Maryland, said in a statement read and
distributed to reporters at the Berkeley
Temple, “These past events are not our
policy,” adding, ‘““They have been iso-
lated and we have already taken all nec-
essary steps to correct them.”’

Mr. Corens referred to several recent
incidents, notably the discovery of rifles,
short-barreled shotguns and ammunition
at a Krishna ranch near Ukiah, Calif.,
and the discovery of rifles, pistols, am-
munition and a submachinegun in a
parked car near the Berkeley Temple.

A Krishna leader, Srila Hansadutta
Swami, was detained in the Berkeley in-
cident, but proceedings against him were
dropped when another devotee purport-

’
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edly said the submachine gun was his.
“At the time of the incident, Srila Hansa-

‘dutta Swami was described as one of 11

ruling spiritual leaders of the worldwide
Hare Krishna movement. However, h
subsequently ‘“‘stepped down from his
position of management and initiation of
new Iskcon students,” the sect an-
nounced, and today Shrila Acharyadev
said that ‘*he no longer has administra-
tive or spiritual duties in the Bay area.”’
But he has not been removed as a mem-
ber of the governing commission, the
board members reported. o

‘Dogpack Journalism®

Mr. Corens characterized the publicity
given the weapons incidents as “‘post!_

Jonestown dogpack journalism.”

The leaders asserted that no temple
funds had been used to purchase weap-
ons, and that what weapons remained at
the Berkeley Temple were for protectjon
and were known to the authorities.

They maintained that the sect had been
subject to oppression and bigotry both in
the United States and elsewhere, and said
that police accounts of the weapons inci-
dents had been exaggerated.

Mr, Corens said that complaints by
neighbors about target practice and a
cache of weapons at a Krishna retreat at
Moundsville, W.Va., concerned “no
more than nine weapons” in a com-
munity of 200, where a need for self-de-
fense had arisen from an armed assault
ontheretreat by outsiders. * =

The board members denied a sugges-
tion that some devotees had been trained
inthe use of automatic weapons.
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s+ Among the many new
v, &and exolic religious
Jnovements which have
1 come Lo thig country from
. the “Eaast,” ope of the most
i pervasive —~ and perhaps
- the most pervaalve{jy
o maligned — 8 the Interna-
... Honal Society for Krishna
- Consclousness, or Bare
1 Krlatma Socjety. ‘
While the lmpact of this
«* changing  interhational
movement upon American
r- soclety,
.. followers and their leaders,
» . the patentlal for danger
+and positlve cultural
- innovation are sl un-
. clear, one thing s certaln
. 1t gets lousy presy,
- 18 il deserved?
the “Krishna"
.. ment as we know jt s the
~ setreme western arm of an
v Increasingly  worldwide

S movement which has Jts

.. roats in the '“Bhakli” or
s devotional religlous tradi-
» tlons of India. It extends
Sirom the Far East to

. Burope, Australin nnd the .

"1 North American continent,
Although (he lraditions
;- from which it borrows are
« b8 old as Hindu socisty and
v the “Bhaguvud Glta' from
« the Vedic scriptures, the
» growth of this “cult” into
an international movement
o -embraging 30 natlons s
-largely the work. of one
. man _
Bhaktivendanta
« Prabhupada, an Indlan
Lcivil servant in his 608 who
Jhad spent mueh of hig life
oIn translating Vedie scrip-
ture lnto English, came to
New York City In 1065. He
« established . the
tional Soclety for Krishna
Conscionsness wilh - the
purpose
“Krishanaite” devotional
. ddeas and practices from
~India to the Western world.
.. The first Krishana
_monks who ventured on to
the gtreets of American
+ ¢lties in shaven heads and
suffron
. peacoful, If a bit kinky,;
““gincere, 1f a bly
- overzealous.
+ they took to soliciting dona-

o

tlons for the incense they _

pressed into travelers'
. hands in airports and train
stutions, they seemed
~ harmlegs.
1* But it has becpme in-
nereusingly apparent, say
1 1aw anfnenprmant oaffioinla

are Krishna M

the motlves of °

move-

_lanypral

Interna- -

of bringing -

robes seemed

Even when'

b A,e Prabhupada’s
»dealll In 1977, the society,
«which numbers at least
" 8,000 sworn devoteea in the
4 United Statgs nlone, has
ﬂcouw
;11 disclples, hand-picked

+ by the Master, who have

“baken their respective
followers along patha
which seem Lo diverge ever
ore from the principles of

? its founder., :
One of the. 11 is Srila

+ Hansadutta Swami,

. Hang Kari, Until recently

- aw

« he oversaw Temple affairs |

* In the Northwestern United
* Stales, Southeast Asia and
*the Peoples Republic of '
I China.

Hansadutta, who has en-
.couraged followers to
i purchase and learn the use
~of arms, was detalned
‘recently by Derkeley,
. Calif., police after several
“high-powdered weapons,
Jncluding an illegal sub-
~muchine gun, were found
‘«locked In a briefcase In a
ccar parked outside the
» Berkeley Krishng Temple,
~ Although a temple’
“member, Vliadimir
+, Panasenko, has confessed
, to owning the sybmachipe
w gUN, other discoveries -~
{;lnclucunm eache of arma,

s amununition and a grenade

.+ launcher at the gect’s Mt.
" "Kallasha Farm in Lake

—

.3, County, Calif, have,.
. made authorities increas-
.4 Ingly suspicious of Temple
“Intentions, © especially in
*California and West.
“ Virginla, T
.+ Following the Berkeley
- Incident, the gect’s hierur-
‘schy decided to remove
“Hansadutta from his post
+a8 “commissioner” in the
* northwestern United States
*and dlrector’ of the
~“Borkeley Temple, but he
~remaing active in sect af-
‘«fuirs, '
% The conviction last.
» January in Los Angeles of '
“three ‘“‘former’ members’
*% of the sect of conspiring in
ta multi-million dollar
,hashish . oil smuggling
Joperation further aroused
“the susgpicion of law
% enforcemeont agencies.
£ One of the three, the
alleged ringleader of the
operation in which smug-
wglers posing as American
aﬁu&lnesamen carried the
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under the control of”

or .

Hawnd Founds of: |

aligned?

Shelton Davis.

Davis, *§0,. was found
gullty of posgessing and
importing a controlled syh-
stance, participating In a
criminal enterprise and fil-
ing a false Income tax
eturn, C

Progecutors in the case
gpeculated that the Hare
. Krishna Society may have
set up phony, businesses
through Davis and others
to launder money from the
sale of {Negal drugy.

" A Temple spokesman di-
savowed their actions, call-
ing the participunts “fallen
devotees,” and added that
“a religion cannot be held
responsible for the actions
of persons claiming to he
followers of the faith.”

Templa member Michael
Pugliese, or Gover Dan, a
former aide and confidante
to Hansadutta, is wanied
for questloning for credit

card theft, forgery and
assault on another Temple

" member ip Berkeley. He is

wanted by Tokyo Police on

. three jewel theft warrants,

| Govar Dan, who uses at
least 1Iive aliases, ls
believed to be in hiding in
Hong Kong.

Other former members
Include Peter Kaufmann,
; or Chakavarty, a Germaun
national with a record of
ilegal ©rms possession

~who had a key to the Mt,

Kailasha “armory ," and
Walter Bernstangle,
another German citizen
wanted on grand theft war-
ruats in Mendoeino County,
Calif.

Bernsiangle, who also
had access to .the Lake
County arms cache, is
wanted for questioning in a

ing agalnst another temple
member — Ronald Ray

Walters, also Germpan-

4“

7

fraudulent passport probe -
in which charges are pend-

Vo o e K

\”B' Mo i

born,

Walters, who lived at the
Berkeley ternple through
at least March 1900, is part
owner of . Sgl. Pepper's
Guns In B] Cerrito, Calif,

When police ‘raided the
shop in March in search of .
Wems belleved bought with
stolen credit cards, they -
discovered 300,000
military-type rounds of
ammunition, nine tons of .
gunpwoder and a large
stock of high -— caliber
weapons. The weapons ure
legal, but authorities sajd -
the discovery of so large a
cache wag A source of
concern. Co

Bharata Dad, a Hare

Krishna Societly
spokésman In Berkeley, (.

told UPI the group has
never  sanctioned  Llegal
activities,
~"“The point we want to
stress,” he said, s that
the Hara Krishna Society
and the illegal activities of
a few individuals are com- |
pletely separate.” T
Another Berkeley temple
spokesman called media l

" coverage of alleged erimi-

nal activities “a flurry of

post-Jonestown dog-pack -

jornalism.”

“Anyone who has studied
the history of relgiiou
persecution in this countr;
will see thut any newly
arrived religion has un-
dergone severe persecu- -
tion,” saild los Angeles
Krishna gpokesman’
Michae)l Grant in refergnce
to the “bad press” and -
“harassment” from law
enforcement ngencies the
group has experlenced,

“I's irresponsible for

- people to lump us in with

the cults,” Grant told UPI,
“We want Lo gel back to
plain living and high think-
ing, to prgserve a simpler

way of life and gt an'

example for al)®

- Amerjcans,”

The group’s agcetic
monastic philosophy
dictates abstinence from

© meat, alcoholic beverages,

. drugs and sex except for
procreation, combined
with a rigorous daily regi-

. men of chanting, work and

, prayer. <

"“Our tradition goes back .

' 9,000 years," he suid. “The

|

»

method of study
practice is tire-honc

Grant denied kno
of the Lake Counly
coche, bul sald he
see anything incon,
about monks" ai

themaelves in self-de



