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r.. . - .'On'Sept. 18, 1965 a small Hindu
' ~holy man named A. C. Bhaktive-

. danta Swami Préibhupada sailed

~- past the Statue of Liberty and into

 New York Harbor on the deck of a

" tramp.steamer. ° ' '

True_to his VOWS. 6f/v.'p'ersonal '

e e ""'"’""i""'poverty;'—jt-ﬁpf_{ppme pharma —
W*:'from Bengal brought with hi"rr‘x‘“éﬁl‘?f’:" ’

the orange robe on his back, three

. ‘crates of books and the.rupee equi- .~
valent of $8. . ’
‘But Prabhupada also had a vision,

" He believed that-if he could con-

vert the richest nation on earth to.

/" his brand of God-consciousness, as .

. __he_called it, the_rest-of-the-
" would quickly follow suit,

‘New Age’ Rfliglon ‘
_ He was, at that moment, the sole

L

RS SRS

_embodiment of wiiat has come tobe M

- ~known as the Hare ¥rishna move-
ment, a fundamentalist Hindu sect -

, that has become perhaps the most
et visible and~controversial ‘“New -

Age" religionin the West. '
‘ .| From that meager
. sprun ble-e
" dom. It is also a kingdom in growing

disarray. - . :
Before his dedth in 1977, Prabhu-
pada had attracted between-5,000
"and 10,000 hard-core disciples
f._w~___—-—’—around the -world-and hundreds-of
A thousands, if not millions, of follow-
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oo More than 40 Ki'is}lna»temples
¢ =" have been establiSWglin the United.
““\ 121 temples and’ missions in 46
R '\/ ¢ countries. .
e 7/ The movement OWNS

e farms i the United States,
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a $3 mil-
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_world—

<‘.'v
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ﬁmm,lmnsplamLanStates, In
FailsasBoon il Short
" to Organ Banks -

" By LAURIE BECKLUND,
Times Staff Writer ..

Tt sounded like a brilliant and in-
expensivé way to save th
. lives: Fill out the pink sticker you
get with your California driver’s
license, sign it
nesses, and if you die, your organs
aild e transplanted to help others

ousands-of -

in front of two wit- . .&

_.Solution to Energ}
Communities; kec
By ROBERT A. ROSENB!

- WASHINGTON—To Em
Baranini, a member of.the t
nia Energy Commission, the
overnment's on-again,. of
plans for dealing with any
gasoline shortage are ah

Y ant maym
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-y . embodiment of wJiat has come to be
” ~—Known as the Hare Krishna move
ment, a fundamentalist Hindu sec
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=" Before his death in 1977, Prabhu-’ a S as : n l Orta
pada had attracted between-5,000- - -
. _“and 10,000 hard-core disciples ° t O B nks . .
" around the-world-and hundreds-of— 0” rgan‘ a " Solutionto Energy Ex
thousands, if not millions, of follow- - _ - ’ Communitiw' Feder
- ®More than 40 Ktishna templ . By LAURIE BECKLUND, ’
BRSPS tishna temples ' Times Staff Writer By ROBERT A. ROSENBLA
- #7t"" have been estab ifi the United - -1t sounded like 2 prilliant and in- -
.. States alone. Worldwide, there. are.——expensive way 10 ? ve thousands of =~ - WASHINGTON—To “Eniilio
. 121 temples and missions in 48 - . Jives: Fill out the pink sticker you - Baranini, a member of the Cali
R - countries. . ‘ - get. with your California driver’s nia Energy Commission, the fed
o The movement OWNS 10 -16?39,.*;license.,sign‘it_i'n',front_.of,two Wit-mwgovemment's,on-.again,;off.ea;
#f“Marmsin‘the‘Unite'd States, a $3mil- - nesses, and if you die, your organs plans for-dealing with any fu
‘ . _ lion-a-year publishing business, - could be transplanted to help others gasoline shortage are a bunc!
ks of real cestate live. ° ' h .“claptrap.”
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square bloc
throughout the country and a chain
of vegetarian restaurants.

" One Krishna official has estimat-
ed that its U.S.
have collected $75 million

T_~ . decade. - e

b s
e e
0 .

" at_ledast,

By material_measures, Department of
1 Society of Krishna been sending ou

—7 " the Internationa
; Consciousness,,(ISKCON) is very
successful. o . :

 NoDilution of Herltage |
. And, as A. L. Basham, a leading
e ISKCON movement has
n the West without signifi-
Eastern heritage: .
e since the

~~said, th
spread i
cantly diluting its
“Here, for the fir
days of the Ropfa
“Asian réligion n€w to the West is
peing practiced openly in the
- streets. of the great cities of the
i Western world by people of West-
“ern race and Judeo-Christian back-
ground.”
Indeed, as Bash
" hupada’s followers
whole culture, a WO
d

psyChoIogY
foreign to most of the West.
The Krishnas' world is rather like
a “Dungeons and Dragons” for
~ adults, complete with a caste sys-

n

am avers, Prab-

o

mons, déities, spiritual masters, de-

.

street missipnaries

jmhalaaL_..?JW
T or the ast, ive years,

'~ your death.”

. authority on India and its religions,

pire, an_

have embraceda -

%&F——mvmlﬁ(}%"t
~a_geography ~~they need to sav

W*rm%m and a cast of thousands—de:.

- The idea was a good one, the Cali-
© fornia Legislature
so it passed the Uni
Gift Act that setup t

stem.

“decided in 1976,
form Anatomical
he pink sticker

—
the state .
Motor Vehicl
i four to fivé million
stickers a year in the mail, advising
drivers that if they sign the stick-

" ers, “donation takes ‘effect upon

. Department of

s out, donation rare-
death” be-

—But;asitturn
1y, “takes effect upon
- -cause of the stickers.

. At Worst, Tragic Results:

An -informal survey of organ
banks, hospitals, and transplant .
., specialists in the state indicates that
" the results of the sticker program at

pest are disappointing, and at worst,
tragic.

. Hun

dialysis in,

have to wai

dreds of kidney patients on
Southern California still
t two or three years for
transplants. The list of blind people
waiting for corneas in Los Angeles
alone is nearing 500. Burn centers

e the lives of se-
tients. And there
cs for deaf people
bone to hear

riously burned pa
are similar statisti
who need a middle ear
and dwarfed ¢

. pituitary gland to help ‘them grow.
“There may be two million people ,

__country p

————

es Has  dealing with

. abandoned as unwo

m -

hildren who need a - E

And as it turns out, a lot of pe

in Washington agree with him.

So, if America’s foreign oil
plies are ‘curtailed again and
! lunges into another
gasoline “shortage, -the burde

 the crisis will fall ¢
companies, electric utilities,
officials and individual citize
not on the federal government.

It has become clear that W
ington will intervene only as
resort. For after two chaotic e
jences with gasoline station we
lines in six ~years, the fe
government still is ill equipp

“deal witha crisis in oil.

Rationing Al_undqnedq

Gasoline rationing, kicked a1
in Congress and the exec
branch for several years, has
‘ rkable, So
lusioned was the Reagan Ady
tration that it canceled {«
President Jimmy Carter's b
request for $35 million to prey
rationing plan authorized by
gress. .

To top it all off, every state ¢
Nebraska has ignored a réqu

the federal ‘government -tha

states join in a complex and
bersome emergency planning
ram, - : .

It was in the face of this sity
that Baranini and other memt
the California commission, b

" Please see KRISHNA, Page 3

~ Please see ORGANS, Page 29.
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_Continued from First Page - -
“votees. and karmis—the “fornicating meat-eaters”-Who . -

corprise the world of non-bellevers. o

.7 -And though there is no dungeon under it, the H ,

Krighnas havi a_real Honesu'o:goodness_palacerglit»:w o
ng With gold, and faden ‘with tons_of marble; ebony——; A
'cé'i\ié_d.,tealgwood,..-:ln_w,est;.v.inginia.wm-»---Aws-‘:;

7. More than one traveler, rounding & sudden bend in.a
dirt road, has rubbed his eyes in .amazement: there,
_crouched meditatively on a ridge before him, jsanor- .
.~ nate Indian palacg; purple flags flying. - .k
5 The Krishnas' world is sufficient unto itself —a chant- -
" ing monastic world that is filled with adoration- of the
¢ blue-bodied Lord Krishna, perfumed with the constant,
", overpowering odor of incense and weighted with thou=.
_sands of years of accumulated Hindu ¢ulture. oo

¢ Devotees “who_once_were American “kids from_just ¥
~“down-the-street-fall-upon this culture greedily:Some of
them habitually chew.a miid, spicy Tnhdian s'ed called.

K%

—eoriander;-others—eventuaily UcE 0P giIs _

~_the_faintly nasal ;s;‘ug:ﬁgng,accem“ of - the _educated <3

~classes of Bombay. - T, i 0 C et
‘ R

" Earthly Problemis =~ ‘ , .
But the Krishna devotees have not been able-to com-
" pletely seal off the,universe they share: with non-be-
- lievers. They have faced their share of earthly troubles.
. Like the. early-day Jehovah's Witnésses, Krishna
fund-raisers have run head-on into social resistance
and legal controls. -~ L .
Amdﬂmhﬂlrsrtatter’-‘day"smms. oT MOTIMONS, UNE__ NEiN
m—unusual"customs'of'mé’Krisﬁﬁﬁ“YY\"dvem"éﬁt’ﬁz‘ﬁ“é“"sé”rhe-, :
, limes alienated followers from the rest of the world. " -
+%. The alienation was SO deep at times in
" harried parents across.the land often ‘
* /their children from the movement forcibly, with the
_assistance of deprogrammers . and ,court-appoint‘ed .
- * guakdianships. = - o . AR
<’ That kind of overt friction is less-a problem now, since S
Krishna leaders no longer accept devotees below the .
~--age of 18 without written parental approval. But the

-,

" alienationremains. . . .. ‘ : . S LT
. Began in Poverty o ‘R - T il e
N . ‘ ounding a bend in. a dirt road, the-traveler comes upo
" Krishnaland has been touched, too, by scandal: d}'ug- Lo 92a>8 _ ~ ‘p
) ‘the! . : _ 3 .
he ravagers OLIh¢, _Among tht leading figures in the power struggle are

_smuggling, gun-stockpiling against t

" outside world, street hustles ifat Jeft bad impressions ., § :
" ‘and manipulative fund-raising tslchniques tlgat have . hree gurus initiated by Prabhupada, each with his own
genérated dollars but én'ge,ed donors. 97T . Ccoterie of devotees and each able to initiate new disci-
These are all e ove problems,ft})]r j‘z{‘"fﬁé',\i'e-f “Plfé; T:::nzl:éa éwami B‘héklt'ipad‘a';é a no 'hoﬁ;ér;se
L that began in abject verty among the winos ol - r _ , 43, .
New 5 Jeo e 4 8 ‘ intellectual with a flair for architectural design who
; vara

West Virginia_farm nd

rules the i | L
R the bespectacled business mastermind of the

New York City's East Greenwich Village. -
. er_Prabhup

0
New York City s'}oreffont. he began attracting scores—
\ et hor hecomes more public or it begins to grow inward. The 6
N T TR ISP | ) :




A .rszW'-TEiigiUr‘;fylt__l_tybecomes more public or it begins 1o grom wrme i,
Krishnas, I'm afraid, are becoming more clitist, internalized and paranoid.”

_ Former Krishna magazine editor

hen hundreds—of young street people, many of them
jurned out on drugs and disillwwg with conventional .

»aths o spirituality. : ‘
prabhupada taught them that true inner peace lay in

-hanting ‘‘Hare Krishna' —literally “Holy God"—re-
nouncing materialism and leading an austere life. They
could escape endless reincarnation and return to eternal

bliss within “godhead,” or Krishna, he said. .

Internal Squabbling )

_And the cadre of true believers grew. They spread’
the word and began collecting the money that even-
tually formed much of ISKCON's power base. With
power and money, leaders emerged—and leadership
struggles began. °~ o ' ,

And now, in the wake of Prabhupada’s death, devo-
Lees of Krishna-consciousness face growing questions of
organizational unity, doctrinal purity and plain, old
bickering. ’ ' »

. v ' i o
GARY FRIEDMAN / Los Angeles Times
Suryanga das bangs the cymbals, chants with oth-
er Hare Krishna followers on a Westwood street.

movement's book publishing operation in Los Angeles, .
and Hansadutta Swami, 40, a charismatic, mystic Ger-
man who likes firearms and meditates in a silver Air-
stream trailer high in the hills of the remote Northern .
California Krishna ranch. ,

All three of the gurus were
when, the movement began. They were known then as
Keith Ham, Robert Grant and Hans Kary. They were all
products of the kind of spiritual disillusionment that
middle-class youths of that era felt.

Even in those exotic days, though, the Krishna monks
were a novelly, a departure from what little norm was
left. With saffron robes and shaved heads (save for a
topknot with which Lord Krishna. may jerk them o

odbrothers together

. heaven) they pounded drums, clanged tymbals; danced, "

and chanted the hypnotic and repetitious.‘'Hare Krish-

na'’ mantra. T
And collected money. A
They seemed peaceful enough, if a bit kinky; sincere,
if a bit persistent and overzealous, Even when they
moved their pitches, or missionary - work, inta airports
and began pressing flowers as well as books into the

benign. ! ,
But this missionary practﬁce of sankirtan—the mater-

jal base of Prabhupada’s
and a religious re girement for devotees—has increa-

singly been at the cart of controversy inside 'and out-
side ISKCON.

for centuries always included
- singifg praises composed of the names of God.

__Changes Occur__.———
Gradually, during the last two centuries, distributio

added to the activity.
Krishnas profess

their own, personal, sense gratification.

vor, Krishnas believe. .
California zone, 8ays:

of books.

Sankirta.n'has also been at the nub of about 150 court
cases involving ISKCON, according to the movement’s

nands of harried travelers; they seemed harmless and

heavenly kingdom-building

According to experts in the Hindu religion, sankirtan
is the means of “propogating the truth” of Krishna.
While sankirtan can refer to any form of service or de-
votion to Krishna (the incarnation of God) performed
by the devotee, in the Vaishnava Hindu tradition it has

dancing, chanting and

1 4 e e

of missionary literature and collection of donations were

that non-believers in the Lord-
Krishna are misguided, impure souls (karmis) who are
without salvation because they exploit God's wealth for

Karmis may, however, partake in salvation, even un-
wittingly, by contributing to. Krishna's work. Thus, s¢-
“parating a-karmi from his money—even if the karmi is
not aware that his money jsgoingtoa Krishna temple—
can-be viewed as doing the donor a great gpriritual fa-

Ramesvara, initiating guru in chérge of the Southern
“We glorify God by getting people
to donate moncy,'and using that money 10 print millions

“~Grandfather Hits Krishna Sec
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STEVE FONTANINI -/ Los Angeles Times

Hare Krishna artist. works on details of a religic‘)ﬁsf‘painting for group’s opulent Prabhupada Palace.

_chief legal adviser, attorney Barry Fisher of Century mins or priests, some as high as $100 and $200 a day.” ‘
City. o ' = . (Former Krishna devotees told ‘Iimes reporters some
“The Krishnas are the most litigious religious group Krishna women can casily collect $400 to $500 a day,
* since the Jehovah's Witnesses,” who fought hundreds especially during holiday periods at airports.)
of legal battles to proselytize in small towns, Fisher said - The Munson Gbpinion outlined apparent deceptive,
inan interview. : practices used by Krishna followers at the New York
What the Krishnas are fighting for, Fisher added, is Gtate Fair in recent years: adopting “disguises’ of
access—access almost without limit to public buildings, Western dress and wigs to cover male Krishna's shaven
sporting events, state fairs and the like. Any place heads; slurring the word “Krishna" to make it sound
where crowds gather and people may have money to like “Christian;"” claiming to collect money for world-
spend or the inclination to discuss religion. wide food distribution for needy children; targeting re-
Whether the Krishnas—and, indeed, a vast variety of tarded people and teen-agers for pitches; miscounting
religious and political groups—have a constitutional ~ change or short-changing donors; and using female de-
right to wander through large public spaces to sell or- voteesto flirt with male donors. .
distribute items may be decided this summer by, the U.S. ~ Krishnas also misrepresent their affiliation, Munson
-—Qupreme Court: """ — - dcdarcdrby»usingvaﬁmnmwimrmmﬁ? -
The high court last month agreed to hear arguments phernalia, asa means of obtaining money. - ..
in a Krishna case involving the religious group's right to “ Artificial flowers and “Keep On Truckin' buttons.. . .
aggressive face-to-face solicitations at Minnesota's an-  were used strictly because they could be rapidly sold

nual state fair. i

without any qucstxons——cspccially questions about the

. n man of the lower court cases involving sankirtan, Krishna religion,” Munson said.
i zes WV ganted broad, First Amendment protec- Religious Records
tion to the Krishnas. ‘ U L : ,
- , THe most commonly. used items were religious rec-
Collection Quotas . - _ ords, according to the judge, packaged to look-like the’

.. Butinaco oversial and trend-setting decision now records of popular recording artists.

' being appedled by ISKCON, a federal judge in Syracuse, “One woman was st@r;led to discover that her ‘Stevic

. N.Y.,declared last summer that the Krishnas were “‘en- Wonder album’ soun »d like a ‘cal in heat) and she
—_ﬁwgaged.in-auwidespread and.systematio scheme of accost-«-—mcould-not»ﬁgurc out why Stevie Wonder would wantto ™
y  ing, deceit, misrepresentation and fraud on the public.” ruin his career like that. What she actually heard was a
e Presiding Judge Howard G. Munson's 42-page deci- typical Krishna song,” the judge wrote. B .

g sionand order, a victory for the New York State attor- Krishna leaders and their lawyers have answers 10

‘ ney general’s office, noted that “when Krishna devotees  the allegations. Fisher, the chief counsel, said that dur-

~{ become proficient at practicing sankirtan and collecting ing the 1979 New York fair, there ad been only nine

mongy. they are given collection quotas by the Brah- . . Please see KRISHNA, Page 15
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T Hurt< — in the Pocketbook



pada s neis. - - : . B,
v A transcript of a.conversation between two gurus on A . A antra 1.7 -
“+ Jan. 18, 1980, in Berkeley was obtained.by law enforce- - _Krishnh ‘mantra 1,728 Um (
.~ ment authorities, In it, Ramesvara, the Southern Cali- of the repetitions by counting on 108 japa beads they
" fornia guru, outlined for Hansadutta the danger inher-  carry in-cloth pouches. Sixteen times-around the string
entin the sale of non-religious items: - of beads equalg the daily minimum: .7 -

“Let's suppose thia record thing lasts another four ° Hare Krishna worship also involves elaborate cere-
N t . . by

months and the IRS tells ISKFON. “You people have  monies in front o altars
re-not : ~ - his incarnate forms and statues of other dei-
s_the -blue-bodied

L iee ™

ness, you're not paying taxes, etC., ete,, etc. Then what W o
T W C’KOfﬂﬁOﬂO?‘-S'fH‘WﬂW“ : : Krishna as a young cowherd sporting with his consort, .

* Effectiveness Wanes : -
Other Krishna leaders acknowlege the potential for
tax problems, but they are hard-pressed to give up some
of their more commercial approaches to fund-raising .
: because traditional sankirtan has lost much of its effec:
" tiveness. L , oo
© The public has become “poisoned’’ against the Krish--
na movement, the leaders con B e
. . The poison is spread, they say, hostile parents of
devotees, by deprogrammers, and by representatives of
the sensation-seeking news media bent on reviving an
old scandal and inventing a new one with which to tar
- the Krishna movement. : ‘
" The old scandal, if that is what it was, involves a 8¢- -
ries of di'ug-smuggling and murder cases in Orange
County that thrust the movement into the headlines in,
~19T. The.new scandal also involves violence and crime,
' .. this time in 1980 in Berkeley. ‘
‘ The Orange County cdper involved a group of self-
_professed Krishna devotees who in 1976 set up a mar-
keting firm called Prasadam Distributing International
Inc.; the firm’s name is drawn from the Sanskrit word
for'the Krishna-sanctified food that is offered to temple
.deities and then eaten by devotees. - e
, he-relationship bet»ween—the»principal—partners-of‘”
- pDI, as the firm was called, and the Krishna-movement
_is a tangled one. Three PDI partners had been members
of the Laguna Beach temple; one of them had been the
temple president. . S :
Tt The fourth PDI partncr—Alexander Kulik—was not
. . aninitiated devotee but wasa heavy financial contribu-
-~ tor to the Laguna Beach and San Diego temples and to '
the Bhaktivedanta Book Trust, the movement’s pub-
lishing operation. : '

Splinter Group

Krishna leaders say, however, that the PDI partners

_ were discredited members of a “gplinter group” ousted
.. {from the movement for doctrinal reasons.

: Whatever the relationship, PDL conducted its busi-

~ ness with the trappings of devotion to Krishna-con-

~ sciousness. Its partners tried to develop and market a

- 1113?& '?f sanctified health food cookies -called “Bionic

But two problems arose immediately. First,- the

- ISR
I ....,—_,i_—.»-,,,——‘-....—-.———a,__..a——:'«r,..—-n e
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KitchenAld Energy Saver IV Superba

5 P’ l**#’: . h = H‘ll o _I . Automatically heats its own

| , - 0. . water to approximately 150°

. a ace on t e l . Lets you turn down your water
o 1 heater to save energy and money

 Continiiéd from 14th Page . Assures sanitized clean dighes

man's daughter who had joined the movement. ,
~And, yes, there had been feuds between the Krishnas . Exclusive 16-position Adjustable.
and, their admittedly conservative—some say “red- Upper Rack makes loading easy
_neck" —neighbors in Marshall County. Some residents . , T
DO e T wiavaainon” that began a
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Lo "co,bkjes never really cdukhth-bn. am';o." h PDI ent’ ¢

__hundreds of thousands of-collm-pfomou‘:\% them.- sp z%’}?

o Coi\t\‘n.‘ueid hé‘n Third quce

'--~3-~,arrests'-of'-KriShn'a'solicltors"and 145 complaints out-of -
" “the thousands of contagts between Kris}zna sankirtah  , Seeond RDI employes began stealing thousands of "'E

' dollars from the firm.

Cattepn] 'ﬂﬂ—*.*"’l‘he*employes felt they bbﬁld "e'i'h’wi@'a / with that b;z'- Phe
less H‘"‘ eous pattern than.the.... ‘useﬁmucormﬂgrmmrﬁmfgﬁﬁﬁ%ﬁﬁﬁrmﬁ:’%

workers and fairgoers. - — .

““There was 8 much

—= fudge found, -added 1’18 er's-colleague -attorney<Robi . :
- MB%E’&T"’JHW -«~r——~~f«~~--—-—.~-&-~’— e nvestméht capital wa 'a'ﬂourlshingbusiness‘inhashish—i'—r'—i
AN

'+, According to-Mukunda das, the Los.-Angeles-based oll, a potent and illegal form of marijuana. .- ‘
~'~v-;'~:minis‘ten—of-publioaffairsfor-'ISKQON; a few instancesrof‘f?*“"'rhe‘d’“g“w- s being smuggled-into-the United States~~1a
" "abuse by:‘overzealous devotees pecome -blown out of - in the foam padding of portable typewriter-cases carried  tec
.- proportion by'the news media and stigmatize the whole by young couriers. Many weré Krishna-devotegs who
IR e R oAl ' _ v rgcg‘:’i;é%d as much as"$10,000 per trip, thé records: ba
. . LT ! o vl . 8ho A . ' oo B
sueof Trlckery, o ¢ o latmed by their losses, the-PDI-partrners T6C el 1o
. Butare sankirtan worketg allowed Lo pry money from  five men often referred to in later court proceedings.as -
- “tnwary karmis by wraniscendental trickery?” 0 “the: Italians” to 8top, the pilfering. The Itallans—who  pr
/. Kirtanananda, the West Virginian guru; said he dis- included three East Coast mobsters—all recetved San- . ar,
» " liked the term “deception,” but he compared the Krish- - -gkrit Krishna names, turning them into the likes of An- lic
na rationale to that of a parent who persuades & child to ._thony (Paresvara) Merone and Jerry {Bhayahari) Fio- - ar

~_take a foul-tasting medicine by la¢ing it with sugar, .._~ riSeveral of them Were ater convicted on.a verle & _ &
_ thinkinge ™

.
AP

o He'clagi"ms to‘haveéhralted aié'iport %anh_andling by'hiside-r - ° o . o, L
. yotees over-aygear-ago,’t disban ed-“women's part. es”."“**K" '“.'h’“*‘“" P s X “t-’” R"t”‘-
(using female devotees to solicit in areas where men l‘ls nas ray e l
. .cohgregate), and shut down the "“change-up,” in which . . et T vt
../ the Krishna sollcitor stalls before giving a-donor change” . - R o
. fora large bill in hopes the donor will tire of the game - - Much of the Hare Krishna neligion;centeraarbuhd de- ~
andleave, , S e o votion to Lord Krishna as he is revealed in the ancient
Hansadutta says he intends to finance his work in San Sanskrit scriptures known as the Vedas. They tell.of the
© . Francisco from sales of 80-vqlume sets of PrabhﬂlpadatS_ . earthly ap;l):yaranceéf Krishna (God) as a transcenden-~

- "_writings for.about $500-asete—"" " — : : ny wherdboy;s,ooo:yearsagﬂn‘—vﬂn;;
'\'“‘"“'."I'*‘*J'Tmble‘S.leﬂ"‘""""“""’A"j“'“""“"‘“«-‘:‘—"‘-»‘”" I - — ~.._,_.dabanl‘Indial___,_,.._* . . ’ __g_#_____:._‘ . R e

% "li" Byt Hansadutta's followers have in the past also dis- - Krishna devotees pelieve that everyone is bound by
. tributed non-religious articles ‘like country-Western  his own sinful activities,-called karma, and that suffer-’

records. Such activities may be profitable but they could, . ing results. The Vedic. culture, through Krishna-con-
., alsobetaxable. = . ol © 7. sciougness, aims’at-ending the cycle of continual birth
© * *Krishna attorneys-argue that the non-religious arti-. and death caused by karma, in which a person’s soul is.

~ cles—which may include such unlikelyvcon'sumablés as  entrappedin material existence through'a gerjes of rein-
. ‘fsanctific.;ii popcorn” —are really “gift-greeting 3err;_s" carnations. = . - AR

" that are given, not sold. But the possibility that the In- ‘ ey \; ; :

~ ternal Revenue Service could cast a critical eye on ISK- | ?’ chla{ming _t.gt;in:lrlneg of god.rard(%vmlee candatat;n n

CON's tax-exempt status has not peen lost on Prabhu- spirftual bliss and fina’y reak out of the slow aAC n-
- SRS ful cycle on earth and “go back to godhead,” or Krishna.

" pada’sheirs. A .- R , ‘ . . N
A transcript of a.conversgtion between two gurus on Devotees are required to repeat the 16-word Hare

co.. Jan 18, 1980, in Berkeley was gbtained.by law enforce- - Krishna 'mantra 1,728 times each day. They' keep track
+_ment authorities. In it, Ramesvara, the Southern Cali- of the repetitions by counting on 108 japd beads they
" fornia guru, dutlined for Hansadutta the danger inher- . carry in-cloth pouches. Sixteen times around the string

>

ent in the sale of non-religious items: _ " of beads equalg the daily minimum. ... . . .s

“Let's suppose this record thing lasts another four. - e ol | n
months and the IRS tells ISKCON, “You people have mgsz: fgﬂfg:‘: ;vfo “’°° lbOt cere.
heen doing a-business-ahe you t o5t s Krishna in his incarnate forms and statues of other dei-
ness, you're not me atues ( B

paying taxes, etc., etc., etc. Then what

Krishna-as a young cowherd sporting with his consort,

B E!fectlvenesi. Wanes .- o
Other Krishna leaders acknowlege the potential for
tax problems, but they are hard-pressed to give up some
of their more commercial approaches to fund-raising .
... because traditional sankirtan has logt much of ts effec- |

RS PR
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iovement Evidencing Disarray

[

charges stemming from. the death of Steven Bovan, 8 * In March, Berkeley police officers, armed with a
PDI assoclate. - . R search warrant, raided the Lake County. farm of Berke-
Bovans .murder—a gan land-style ‘slaying in the" ley guru Hansadutta. The police recovered materials
parking lot of a Newport each .restaurant—brought they said devotees had bought with credit.cards stolen

et i

'

the PDI_structure crashing-down-and generated head--- from ,.angmm:mnna;membcr;:rheirammmmv:d‘uyf:“j"

lines that still haunt the Krishna movement. - . _more thgn a dozen weapons,
*‘Kﬂshnrp,ubncfre[atlonrmonksf‘downplay*the drug——amall-calibér fifles, ™ . Tt , o

stories, pointlng,out.that the activities involve only a -~ geveral months later, raids by. poliQe‘uncO\ier’ed more
handful"offdevotees‘and";hat"the' felotiies were ébmmﬂ‘-’““’gnﬁs and ammunition: material to Jnanumctu'm ,000
ted years ago. ° ; " Jounds of 7.62-mm military type bullets in-a Berkeley-

Although they are unable 10 provide gny statistical -area operation called “Sgt. Pepper’s Guns” operated by -

e
>

' d

most.of them shotguns And .. —-

backing, they contend'that the crime rate among Krish- -a devotee, -and»10 firearms in a Sacramento_storage .
. . PR . - M .

?g‘ggxﬁqvt_ees.is “far lower"" than it 8 in the population at' . locker. T
arge. . ‘ '

Time after time, Krishna leaders have’ said that ?the_w"

But events of 1980 in and around the Berkeley temple  guns were meant only for defense or target practice,

provoked another examination of the movement, and ~and that most of the people involved were really “frin-
another round of unflattering publicity. A geries of po-  gles,” associates living outside the direct control of the
lice raids uncovered stacks of firearms ard barrels:of temple, ot ” : S 2

ammunition -amassed by devotees, appa;j:“nytvlyv for the ° That claim was less easy to maint’ain,,bow.e\'/er, »whe;n B

defense of Prabhupada's kingdom.

Berketey pottcenmar,

-_.QQ.‘ NP o §~'~usedhyv-ﬂansadutw atthe Berketey -
the G OdhEdd Russian Gunsmith-

— - . Responsibility for-the weapon; ultimately was taken

urn to

~—"in May; 1980, Hansadutta himself became involved. A
\teenmaIT—JoR SETCHEZ, Youna firearms, in-
cluding an illegal gubmachine gun in the trunk of a car

E

e VY

L by Vladimir Panasenko, a_Russian-born mechanic and i
B U — ) ; ' 'gunsmcilth who.ha%(}?rmngxgrme accounw;"had*been'“‘
B 1 ‘M 1 R Hansadutta's chauffeur. na leaders now contend
Knshna Ma Iltl’a_ S Meamng -+ "-he relationship was more distant.

- Hare Krishiia, Hare Krishna, Krishna, Krishna,' 'Ultimately, the, automatic weapons charge W33

)

" Hare,-Hare,- Hare Rama; Hare Rama, Rama:Rama, "~ hrown-out-of court When-a judge ruled the searchof the———

Hare Hare!

"car was {llegal. But the soil that attaches, in some peo- =

‘- The translation of the mantra is: O‘all-attractive,all’  ple's rhinds; to the stockpiling of arms has liberally .- |

 pleasing Lord, O energy of the Lord, please efigage me .~ ored L s of the mov .
T gour devotional ser v daniy e me splattered‘heorangerobe of the movement.

v oo e

‘Radharani, in an Eden-like setting in the village of - members of the news

-~ Vrindaban. C ' : . - !
In the temple cerémony called arati, a devotee stands CON, says that guch sensationalism over the years has

‘vefore Krishna's statue on the altar and offers the deity 80 inflamed the public against Krishna devotees thatin-

- " Krishna leaders say the stain is really only the fig- . .
— ment of the imaginations of qgnsauonalist and hostile - = -

_ media.- < g :
. Mukunda das, minister of public information for ISK- =~ °

_flaming lamps of camphor and ghee (clarified butter), cidents of violence against temples and ashrama {com=".

* fragrant flowers, peacock fans and a special. white munes) became a major concern within'the movement.
whisk broom called a camara. ‘

Additionally, Krishna leaders say, the weapon$s found’

Altar deities are: dressed and "fed"——bffered' food— in Northern California, as well as those in other Krishna -

' ‘daily by temple attendants, who care for their ward- . holdings, are legal, are defensive rather than offensive,
" robes and prepare fresh garlands of flowers to adorn the  and probably represent no heavier- a concentration of .
/ gtatues’ necks each day. I _+ firepower than is found in the average American home.
3 Devotees are expected to observe the four cardinal . Some former merbers and law enforcement officers
. principles of the International Society for Krishna Con- - feel differently, however. Paul Ford, a former devotee; o®
. sclousness: abstain from all intoxicants and drugs, in-.  said that when a pipeline fire broke out in the street
ohol-and-tebaeco;&hd om-teaana <o H putsiae [ 08 ANREICS lchUlb.nOMWlOUFOT
refrain from sexual activity except within marriage and  five devotees appear almost immediately with rifles.. .
;eschew—ga,mbung “officials-in-1:08- ; =
v . : : o - Please see KRISHNA, Page 16

_no.meat; {ish or eggs.
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Continued from 15th Page
ginta and clsewhere closel
Lions involving Krishna me
*+ wOne of my biggest concerns is finding out exactly:
’ how~many»wcapgn.sjhey haye and why," gaid Sgv=Tho-
mas Westfall of the Marshali‘.Co’umy;m; Sheriff's
_,«,Dc.partmentwﬂ_“. R R— e
T \Westfallsaid-thay between April, 11979, and Decem-
~—per,1980, ond devotee at the New Vrindaban colony had
purchaseg at least 10 weapons, incl

y monitor firearms transac-
mbers and associates.

e s Ay A R

JUS—}

"'"”‘;'223-c‘aHb'e.r»assault‘Wéépdh"and'"a three-inch barrel .44~
*caliber pistolwith a shoulder holster, from ‘
-stores.’ ' S
‘The cohcern, arhong police and
_is not that the Krishna movement represents some sort
of armed apd aggressive threat to the rest of society but
that religious-dectrine and the ingrown nature of com-.
* munat “Krishna living have combineéd to- foster un-
. .‘healthy paranoia and.a survivalist ethic among devo-
Lees. Ce e '
Former devotet Ed Senesi,

v

who held several positions

uding editor-in=chigf

{,incl

KRISHNA:Kingdom of Lost Innocence

uding an HK German.
local guh™

former devotees alike,

’

of .
. hin

Hansadutta also likes to sing, and an aide said he was !
currently cutting a record album titled “Gury, Guru, on the
the Wall," The recording opens to the sound of machine 1
gun fire. The Krishna movement’s governing board re: hit
partedly tried to ban one song on the record, which {n- or
. eludes these lyrics: .\ . s A
~—-*] once saw & gury, a ‘fantastit-dancer; oty gangster, "
“~acarefree prankster . . . Gury, Gury, on the wall, who is. ",-ch
the*heaviest of them all?" - ' S |

.

leaders are.not as cbmtormblea;; Han- - 1o
be with the idea of firearms, or at Jeast

~ Other Krishna
sadutta seems to
_with what they .think. the
public reaction’ to those
guns mightbe. . . ‘
Ramesvara, in Los. An-
geles, criticized Hansadut-
ta as a “survivalist” who
had-allowed his interest in
guns to embarrass the
movement. - -
But even-Ramesvara ac-
** "Knowledged that “a gunor

" X

-=—of authority in thé' movemen
: Krd i is~nine—years a5 a

. Krishna, said:

- “After 10 years or. !

more public or it begins to gro

. movement, I'm afraid, is becomi
lized and paranoid.’:

Krishna leaders do no

widespread civil violence.

Soélq(al Breakdown .
Kirtanananda, head

w inward. The Krishna
ng more elitist, interna-
t deny their religion expects

P

"..

' commen sense. If people
- scious, they will have to fig
al nature ., . Without Krishna-consc
sure to be fighting.”
Said Hansadutta
there will be a war
The black sheep among
. times called, says he believes t
~__zonc.ateov erblown. He freely ac
enjoying "*shooting off a few'rounds at an old car, a row
of bottles or a tin can. It's normal and I think people
should know I think s0."” '

ht. That is the law of materi-
jousness there is

sooner or later, heisa fool." .
gurus, as Hans
he.arms incidents in his

©

s0,-a new-mligién—either—becomcr'@—{e

of the West Virginia colony, .

;__;&ég‘gﬁimmpsﬂmmamkdown of sociely: ——————
— "Rverybody belicves in that, don't they? It's only
don't become Krishna-con-

“1f there is anyone who can't sce
adutta is some-

knowledges, however, ~

“ help Krishna protect the
mple— ———— "

What Ramesvara said he - ,
wishes to avoid is the im- Y
pression that Krishna de- Self-styled black
votees are an armed camp, sheep of group

-

expecting, at any moment, S B .
to have to defend their material world against the ra-
vages of food rioters and unruly hordes of karmis. .
Whether apocalypse is imminent seems to bean un-
regolved"QUesﬁDn”in"the“fﬁé've’xﬁ”e”ﬁt."dh'é"ﬁf “Tnany thal
have surfaced since the passing of its founder. A
“A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada, when he de-
parted his earthly kingdom in 1977, left behind an or- -
ganizational structure. ripe for disunity. In part, that is
. because of the nature of Hinduism. ‘

~In the rélationship%efvieen the Hindu guru, or s'piriil-
ual master, and his disciple, the master's power i§ abso-
lute. ' « , '
. “If your guru says, 'Jump in the fire,” you must jump,”
said Serfesi; the former devotee. “Having*an absolute
order from your guru is as good as having a direct order

from God." . ‘
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~,,...JJntiLlB’I?-;-dﬂ’-Kr\ﬂTr\TEevoteen were direct disciples ates" \:y reaching Lhey were the “Hllegitimate chil- -
""of Prabhupada, Their alleglance and-dedication was to dren" of Krishna. As Jadurani was packing to leave the.
Caime e o o . ,colony.-Kulndrl said, one woman upset by her preach-
But;anticipating that with his gansing the lines of au-  ings8 attacked her physically, slapping her, until she was
. thority would have'to change, Prabhupada designated  bloody. o a .
11 of his closest followers—many of . whom ‘had joined ——- Her departure from the movement, or-at least from’’
. himin 11,968-$-asv‘,‘lnltlaung gurus,”" Each is capable of, the good graces.of its leaders, was important because
. bringing new members into-the Krishna fold, and each Jaduranl was one of ihe first women.initiates of the - -
{s in charge of specific geographical zones. .~ . movement, She exerted gjgg!ﬂgam]nmmumbw&_,;,,,,

. SORSY

———Hindu-tradition and the new orgaﬁﬁ‘éﬂ’é‘ﬁé’lﬁﬁ’c’ture—'*mﬂlﬁ members at a time when women were increasingly
. _clashed almost immediately: Some devotees, after Prab-important because- of their-involvement in Bankirta -+, °
hupaqa_.departedv found: it impossible to transfer their ‘operations. A . SRR
.._loyaltyo any-of the-11 new gurus: - - N ‘""‘“"'""Kﬂsh’r"ii‘WOméﬁ.“.hftﬁéﬁ’@\” valued for ‘their domestic

““We were §upposed to accept the spiritual 8’9“‘01‘“)‘: " and fund-raising abilities, are”niot. accorded. leadership

roles in the movement. They are regarded by some male
" Jeaders a8 f‘%roub_legome" because their presence irf the

. community increases gexual desire among male devo-
tees, gidetracking them from pure devetion to Krishna.

.A married male devotee ‘who subsequently takes"the:. "
~—srder of sanyasi, a monk-like vow of celibacy, sheds his
marital responsibilities, leaving his wife as though she
. wereawidow.-- . -~ e o
;_*‘__'_Olherm.sig'nalwfwleadership’-problemrwithimhe"

movement include apparent deep and only thinly veiled
—ANIMoBILies among some 0 the 11 initiating gurus, five

of whom are currently based in North America. Some.

—ObSErvers feeﬂml”\;v‘ﬂrcmm;)en fratri-

K

{ T .
~Kirtahananda: * Ramesvara: I ¥y e S e
. I sellectual who * ' Iin der f L . Division Denied o R M
NPT nieue who . - . Lea of group's - SRS L . A | . L f::
B rulés farm, palace book p blidhing istl:'qt surprif;ingly. some gurus deT\y thaf- poten;.tal ‘ex,
ot - | oo : ' ' “prabhupada was alwa s aware of these ssibilities .
- of the new gurusona level equal with that of Prabhu-  and took ‘stzps to avoid (hzm'n Ramesvara 88‘:3. “We are

pada, but I couldn’t do that,” recalled Senesi. “I kept re-  all the godsons of Prabhupada. There is no division.”

- m.,‘émb?ﬁinﬂjﬂl@n_ﬁamesyar‘ﬂ_andj_meu}bom‘devow"? - Ramesvara*addedthmﬂrwzrs*”mblb""ﬁr any-
iU together. 1 could never quite forget {Kat he was not  oné of the 11 surviving gurus to become the all powerful

.\ Prabhupada, but Bobby Grant. . . from Roslyn, N.Y." © successor t6 the spiritual master because Prabhupada's..’
e- -~ Other disputes arose, Judy Koslofsky, whose Krishna final will precluded that. . . I
he other gurus in the United.

r- yame was Jadurani, was virtually banished from-the But at least two of .t
is movement after she began, in the words of one leader,- .States disagreed. - - , o
~ wpreaching the idea that none of the 11 gurushad the Kirtanamanda, who controls the gold, marble- and
it- right to initiate disciples.” ' ~ . . -ebony palace in West Virginia, and Hansadutta, who
_controls Krishna

0~ Kuladri das, president of the New Vrindaban colony operations in the Nor thwest United
_ i West Virginia, uncomfortably acknowledged that he States, Canada ﬂnd_~Pﬁ_{tt§,9f,___Asf,aabom. said such a suc:
p,'—asked-Jadurani to leave his_community “‘after she had ~cession could happen. LT e <
ate  been kicked out of most of tife temples on, the West ° Hansadutta said his reputation as 1he “black sheep
jer = Coast.” = « g ‘ : guru” would probably rule him out. But'Kirtanananda.

She was, he said, . Please see KRISHNA, Page 17
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"djétreésing many of the new initi- -
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KRISHNA: From Tiny Sect to ingdom
( | C'onﬂnuod',lrc;m 10th Page - ‘ T pl.éx'onWmekaAvenue inCulverCity, ”3“‘
. asked whether he, himaelf, could eventually be that As trustee of a separate trust, Ramesvara also con- o
ke wheler b, Ml ol S8y B9 S B0t R e e e o
" The three young gurus dlso appear 0 disagree onthe  ye ranch but-he now a ' nou e m
- : , , ) ya it will be used as a “monastic .
“role of the Governing Body Commission (GBC), the or- - yind of place" for selected devotees, . T T

* " ganization of 24 leaders set up by Prabhupada to over-, _ .. i ey
--inger 1SKCON-Dit-Prabhupada intend Tor the GBC-1o a Wl sald e and Tamal-Krishne Swami; guru—

___““minister.the day~to-day. operation of the.new religion? ~‘e~~°f;"hé Texas-Oklahoma area, have called for an audit of, -},
" According to Prabhupada's will, thé.GBC oyill be:the "~ ie ook trust ACeSS D i money fn s control be: 1)
- iltirate managing authorily of the entire International ' ¢ y may n

-' So%i'}(\zty folil‘Klrishng'(i?gngcfldusneﬁs.b’ l . RN . ;‘zg;%?; ;‘;:é&f::&%:gd other things ‘vc‘gn“tra;y.w;.l’rab---
o e will also provided for eac temple to be manage R g ' in Ra . e app
IR )/ three executive directors, appointed.for life, gnd that - xﬁgﬁ'{‘v‘: ﬁzogggglgglgﬂ%stm m’:::;mscozgxr:ﬁ 1
. thelgystem o}t; management instituted by Prabhupada. (i with Hansadutta that his monthly opératthg ex-
-could never change. ' . for the Los Angeles témple alone -were more
_‘The three gurus agree that individual temples and penses JOL geled, " Vo b
gutug are given great independerice and au(;pno_my. . “_EE::.W0,000_.‘ even with the uppaiq ? labor of hiE .de_‘fo :
.~ But Kirtanangnda and Hansadutta said there is no : d y e e o :
PR : , a has less diverse holdings and positions,
* true structure {0 the movement. They emphasized the bult{g;a (?ezrilgned built ahd controls thegimpress‘;\?e gold-
.. independence of individual o an}iQDmS__S—QQh;asmlhelrm..éﬂ. alﬁMn"mé"WEﬂ‘Vlmmﬁ‘hills"fsbmeum'és"called"“"'
""”“""'G‘WT\, poInLNg Lo variations 0 stylje, fund-raising a_nd tl;epKr‘ishna Vatican. S S » :
‘ .ltg;ggghzgta&%miy aang Kr-mhm commURY , To an outsider, the palace and adjoining 2,000-acre
R ) o ai - there——arm-ma. -seemiimemomhan-aiouriswmawon.—mt
et ..fﬁonfche.other~hand.~Ramegvararmatntained ~ for the 3)60 disciples of Kirtanananda who live at New
.. are structures tohandle certain aspects of daily admin- Vrindaban—as well as for many others in the move:-

~ jstration for the entire movement such as public state- : -
" menits, legal affairs and book publishing. - T ng‘:(;’;";gl‘; S:?:e of Gold s the Taj Mah§l~-°fﬂ‘e Wi
727" Power Bases ' R L . _The third grappler for the top guruship, in the minds -
- The three ‘young gurus operate from quite different . of some, is self-admitted “black sheep' Hansadutta.
power bases. | B L . Like the other two, Hansadutta wasan early _convert' ,
- Ramesvara holds a‘critical administrative-spot as well -to Krishpa-consciousness; joining after he had served a .
- ashisspiritual role as guru, o L. T [ .year enlistment in )ge;‘ww&_
7 7 Aschief of the Bhaklivedanta Book Trust, the pub- in charge.of European Krishna opera
. lishing arm of ISKCON, Ramesvara controls the distri- * spent two years in India. ‘ T
""" bution of books that form the heart of most sankirtan - He returned to the United States and took over the
© operations. . - CL Northern California; Oregon, Washington arid British
. “One of the early New York converts and for years the: Columbia zone, where he operated quietly until early .
I “movement’s treasurer, Ramesvara also controls the Los - 1980. Then the series of. incidents involving guns and

" Angeles temple and the surrounding apartment-com- . ammunition occurred, giving the moévement a public-

L.

tions and he later
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relations thr

| rpetayne
]

' meets ohly onc

ashing fro

“The-Governing
e a year

m which it has.n
Body “Commissi
in Mayapur

ot &'ei recbyérad.
6n, -Which normally

o [ ,
___torsin aconference.
~ executive dining

. Indla, convened in P

.
"

room'that Appcm.w.funéuon as an*%'«' b
His publications and multi media
ick and effective.

proponent of what he ac-

room.
mooth, 8

resentationsares
. Ramesvara is a Btrong

" emergenty sessiorf in Ramesvara's Culver City offices,
\e ‘stripped Hansadutta of his U.S. sector and handed it - knowledges is a relatively new form in the United
ly temporarily to Ramesvara, ) R States for conducting Krishna's earthly business: great-
of . ‘Hansadutta accepted the demotion and left Berkeley, er emphasison the creation of congregations.’
e moving for a time to the West Virginia temple and then - Members of these Krish ongregations, as do those -
*to Asia, But many of his immediate disciples weré less Mpf;ma,nyﬂg;hgr_mhﬂom.;ho ouisise-jobs and support———
r.:;;_—:_sa_nguin;.. — e he-temple-by-tithing. (givin -109%—of)their fncome
" Berkeley- police- reported at least-one fist- fight be-: ~tather than primarily:throg 'tw(('rwn labor and by.-
tween disciples of Ramesvara and Hansadutta outside performing sankirtan. . w MM‘_W_:_M"T_'.“_';::: IR

€=—the-Berkeley:temple.

and

~Some o

through a well-organ

fHansadutta's'TollZ)WerB ,.:| “Devotees' Purity -

b-- _.moved Eo Sgntg Cruz af’q formedl 2 lqw proﬁ‘le colony.: Ramesvara pelieves ISKCON’s greatest potential for
., Cleanup Vowed .. s~ . growthliesinthe congregational approach, althqugh he .
re - Despite the problems, Ranfesvara sdid publicly that “recognjzes the danger of compr ising devotees’ purity ’
a- he intended to clean up anything illegal in the Berkeley: - under a gystem of part-time parishioners rather than
X- - operationon behalf of the rest of the movement. . ’ full-time monks. . T N
yre. - . But by the-end of 1980, Hansadutta had returned to ‘Another change Ramesvara expects is that the hums:
'0- " reclairh the gector; saying that he did 80 with the GBC's ber of initiating gurus will expand greatly, perhaps.as
.,-;."_'resisted'bless_ingsk"' T goon as next month when the GBC meets in India.
ns, - Some devotees, even those of other .gurus,.are at- Someday there may be “hundreds of injtiating gurus,”
- tracted to the kind of austerity and orthodoxy Hansa- __lie said durin de-ranging-3- hour-nterview —-——
led~git{a represents, as well as'to fia personal magnetism™ " Such a move would dilute-the power of the 11 men_ _
ense of hUMOL ™ - —WNo 1o \isive Tights 1o inilate devotees in
cre .. . Kirtanananda, as leader of what some consider theé - North America. And it would probabl , creaté a more
But - uprest-form-of Kris] e the-United States —orderly, If ¢ Jecentralized,-structure for the movement
'ew  at New Vrindaban, appeals to the same impulses amdng  parallel to that of many mainline religious groups.
ver, . devotees, and he does 80 without Hansadutta’s flamboy - ‘But it is unclear whether .the disputes within t
est  ance. \ R - earthly kingdom of Krishna will produceamysucal col-
. .. The fact that both.gurus tend to operate from rural -jege of cardinals or.a wildly disparate junta of indivi-
nds - gettings—Mt.- Kailasa and New Vrindaban—far from  dualistic holy men. . o
the corrupting influences of karmi city life, also appeals And, in an odd way, the guccesses of therKrishna .
vert  to devotees disenchanted with or burned out by airban - . movement have exacerbated its problems, When Prab-
eda - .decadence. S - __ .. hupada-steamed into New-York in 1965, e had little "
yi&ﬁillBy*comrast,,ﬂRamesvara-and ' A rry about the material wor . He owned no
ater v_ery,i,nvolvéd with city life. Perhaps because of hisin- - earthly kingdom. ' S
© 7" volvement with the bhook trust, Ramesvara operates L Prabhupada was innocent of the world, in much the
the _ more like.a businessman than a farmer or an itinerant ~ same way the young peopleowho flocked to him were in
itish  preacher.: , . = » nocent. S R e
arly = More “than .any. other. Krishna guru, he operates. _ The loss of that innocence has been painful. It is a
’ {zed and efficient gtaff at his tem-  process that continues. Where it will lead only Krishna,

blic-

ple in Culver City. He shares p

adam meals with visi--

-wor God, knows.
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Knshna ‘Farmhouse

By RUSSELL CHANDLER. Tmes Staff Writer

. MO DSVILLE, W, Vm—%ﬂantmetbnrm"’m
plain Tiving and high ‘thinking,”" declared Kirtanananda Pre’
: i_Bhaktipada—with-a—8W ~his~hand 8§ hé  cost
; shoy(ed yigitors a.panoramic view-of the HareXrishnas' . Zwas
""fﬁm‘*stfaﬂaﬂn e HilTs anEdales of thia rur
countryside. " T -_-_-_—__-
... “City !ife s artificial 1t you have & lmle land and o | W ot
N - cow, your' economic problems are solved,” he. continued,-{11.
““ his breath steaming in the cold of a clear West Vlrginia

. winter m tning.
" The Krishna colony here, called New Vrlndaban, has‘

“‘more than a little land—2,000-ptus acres, in fact—and a
_ .herd of several hundred dairy cows and & brace or two.
. of oxen. - S,

! Domed Palace'on Hllltop Pt -
._The ammegs,or_tollcww,wmh
" their guruy, Kirtanananda, chant, pray and workap to 18
“_hours-a day’ They~do4ndeed—pract cramustefé"me”
“style. 1y is linked to a spiritual culture. that stresses end-

“ing wha the swami calls a life of earthly “bothcraqgm
sothey may,"goback to godhead.”": - -~
‘While the devotees' heads have focused on’ henvenly
~ things, their hands have bulilt; over the course of nearly
“'a decade, a magnificent black-and- whue domcd palacc

- STEVE "ON“N’N‘ / Los ““"“ Times. - gtop the highest hill for milesaround. - -t

The Kuladn das famlly, Knshna colony members, ' The palace,n ow_a memorial ' C
“V gnma. ] and master swami of the Intemational Society f =

L Al



"" -‘ ‘ B o ) o | - ‘, ks JUENIRLN Yoo e P A I
A S mrT o KIRI , e M LI
coed e “ K . I S _f'_*_,Sun,,d_uy,._Fe‘bruary.-vls.~~-l98|-/-Pm»,l N P B
‘ - \ p .. - ‘\ ‘T“wpﬁ — b . . S » Ai_ ‘ s
Z e e : a8 e BOT ST #Eouthern Baptist minister of Peek-
R ! e o8kl NY Kirtanananda, formerly ‘Keith Ham, came

under Prabhupada's sway while studying for a doctoral
dgggee‘ in religious history at Columbla,Unlverslty in

; ; ':',""»L.' - ;' : ;, . .u :
1 ' ’ ' g o {
.’ Is Opulent Palace eligous ey 1 SMIOE, Y L
IR o L T The glistening building, covering 5,000 square feet .
DA e, e "~ with 63.tons of marble of 40 varieties, 80 stained glass -
S ' : + “ “windows, 3 tons of carved Indian teakwood and a dome

>

RS T v8, 3 Lons C ed 1 domeé -
—Kiahna- Conscidusness; A C: s haktivedar T SWaRE—rrosted with four pUES of 22-karat gold 1€af, seems &7
,»L.El:gbhunadads.opulemrb ~any—stan'dardsrltTeﬁorteﬁly’;”ou{f'of”pme"m’w“&’west'v‘-"gméa-ﬂmagbewe“ “nh? e
cost $500,000 but that- was-only for materials. Labor - Utlited States —a8 "lrtanar)anda wami does in his Indl: =
_,,,-Awas,:_oﬁcoume,;dona'ted by devotees;” - _,,-@,.,...._-,..;_an-dhou,»Ol‘:- "Skm", oran'g'e sk{‘?ﬂp’and'mum:er'“m“ﬂg_'w '
. Prabhupada’s Palace was the brainchild of Kirtanan- T Please ses FARM, Page 14 -

. s ‘.:‘,\4 ~,'  "‘ - ‘._.Nm.‘ A ""“-.3___ — . ., e h.‘
A Empire Galleries iy, - .
.. TO COMPLY WITH NEW FIRE DEPARTMENT REGULATIONS ., .

t . 'We must remove 8 large quantity of our fine merchandise from our- auction showroom. We have been unable to

y " ind adoquayo storage acllltlog,for many pleces, 80 we are offering them 1ohr.sa!e at or_near cpst! o .. 94l

: oo WEALE'SS'. Do _FrlgguA“YY. 1%‘;';‘183%””3 NSUlstAoYo.\ C i NO o Y
—H—WEL b T 18 ~Hours: oon lo b: . . LT :

. . LCO‘ E:!. L " All pleces will be marked with sale prices!| . . o i UM'T-

d MuCh TS meérchandlse’ Tncluding: a baby grand Weber Buo-Art player :piano; Louls Vultton trunk; 18th & 19th C.

8 {|1" .highboys; butfets; several.dining room sets; grandfather ¢ clocks; armolrs; chalrs. ¢ chés: American,-European8&-—: | 1+ ——
S grlontuﬁumttuuﬁq.‘woctlon s1-nne art. In addition to the above we will also 0 *at sale prices many small

- ems. .- : ; S o . ' _ .
N | L FRIDAY, SATURDAY AND SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 13, 14 & 15 HOURS: 12 NOON TO B0 ° . cder v o Mof

e - TERMS: Cash, check (upon verificatian), bank credit cards - . . .
xy:“ T ~WE ARE ALWAYS INTERESTED IN THE PURCHASE.OR CONS!GN_MENT OF QUALITY MERCHANDISE OF ALL ‘[Yf’ES. ) E

iy If] E e e .. 2722 N. Main Street Santa Ana, N .
2 || Empire Balleries LD, o CAgzror . (714) 547-738%.
ertH—— S neL;i}l{:xplqﬁqftﬁe..Sant'a'pAna-ﬁéoway—feémtnuies-!(WWm—AW —
or_|L= : e - }
‘Sale (last 2 days!) -~

1

i

nanza’
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Py B3 i i [— Bt SR . C | .
A4 piFl 1/ Sunday, February 15, 1981 _* free o ,
et sei— sme—— snm———————
A DA/ NANL] »d-States, according 10 X rishna_practices, in_the hope,-
: 2 IVE. . YO / - say thelr-elders, of;~woiding’—the—‘conumlm‘uon"-thlt‘“' =
ST e 24 < : . spews from secular culture. . : L
Tt : ’ v owyy. - New Vrindaban seems & bucolic, peaceful place. NOt | s
. a nd_ Pa l ace 0 n l l l . -even the coc roaches that crawl on the temple walls |Wh
hial . ' - . . . may be killed, because Krishnas believe in feincarna-_ |4
e o B " ~tionand the sacredness of all life. o v
" Continued from 13th Page S e ao per}m?a I‘(tl seemed adbit (;nlc.iongrﬁou; 2thataconver- ,
' around the farm in hisblue K-5 Chevy Blazer. | - - sation with Kirtanananda during B Z -course noom |anc
. Jfthepalace (iggg,not.follo.wﬂxherules.ot»archimau&qﬂﬂmmJn&%—pMMJm Wid- 1o Sta
- not its designer the mien 0 “a_Hindu seer, neither does ° r%arms “’29;_9"“"& AN co e dact
~New Vrindaban fit tie Western concept of religion. © - «Certainly {t-was true, the gurusaid between mouth- 1
_* Upby.3.am, the devotees—single.men and-women-.- fuls of cucumber.yogurt.and mung bean.soup, that the-{ _ °
‘and-married couples with young children—leave their. commune had armed itself in 1873 after four members (§. 0!
sparsely furnished dormitories and cabins to gather™dy . were shot by two men who were trying 10 retrieve one {.—
e temple sanctuary to chant “Hare Krish- " _Please see FARM, Rage 13

'4:30 a.m. in th
na” and be instrcted in achi

" Devotees' Dally Routine - oo

. .The pungent aroma of incenge, purned during elabor-

. ate rites before statues of Hindu deities; gives way-to
... the spicy smell of sanctified vegetables (prasadam)
" cooking for-aTa.m. breakfast, - '

" Then,"devotees are off to their vario

and a variety of craf
lace complex and to produce

eving tFanscendental bliss.

tzoriented ‘skills”
for

-

us jobs: cooking, |-

°

—_Jic sale goo s such as Tillany-style lamps and jewelry. °
.;;fg__,_Announceménts, tapes of Krishna gurus’ lectures and -

Hindu n:iusic blaie incessantly over loudspeakers in-

- . _doors and out.. . C .. e rog
********* There i3 midday prasadam, served, as are ngost meals, Lioolk ‘(gr}he \r_'“-*’“

. on the floor in metal trays. And \heve is more chanting |. O the Feanu’s
" _and work until bedtime, usually 7p.m.to8pam. - ol -'gang, 100, 1n

The 70 or so children at New Vrindaban'leave their COMICS
- .parents' care wheg they are 5 years old and dre taught- .| . - every Sunday.
in boys: or girls’“ oarding schools” scattered through- T\ i 4 )

»»—:e;—ouHhe#érmél‘h&chﬂdmn«lwmﬁskl‘!tﬁﬁﬂth'rﬁéuc;;"dl = o5 Angeles —
~—‘~»—-litple»—sc&ence»and~gcqgraphy—‘andt’a“"lot""about"Dord“' S Bimes * ,

. Krishna. They sit cross-legged on the floors ofthecon- |~ g T

©"verted farmhouse schodls and sleep in bedrolls near olay on ,

* their teacher.. - : IR i .. top of the world. . _
neration to be raised in the Unit- | : ' OF TRAVEL SE

- They are the firs} ge




I )éri;;"gfw;athéﬁﬁ'ed health food cookies calicd — DUILL I
> w.n ‘
But ‘two_ problems  arose immediately. First, the

P
%
r ey g TS

* FARM: A Domed
- Palace onthe Hill

_Conllnued“horﬂ'lﬂh Page
man's daughter who had joined the movement.

And, yes, there had been feuds between the Krishnas
and their admittedly conservative—some 8ay “red-
‘neck'" —neighbors in Marshall County. Some residents
-openly resented the Krishna “invasion” that began a
decade ago when Kirtanananda founded New Vrinda-
pan on 113 acres he rented for $15 a year. Many locals

- have since sold their property to the Krishnas and
o  movedaway. - .. o

=~ ‘ _ But vandalism, sniping at Krishna buildings, suspect-
T ed arson and other hostile exchanges have quieted down

‘ _in the last several years, Jaw enforcement and New:
Vrindabian officials agree.

Kirtanananda seemed genuinely surprised—
“shocked,” he said, when a reporter recently told him
S that one of his devotequa@ggghwgejumb :

=, ===y gapons, including anti-personnel-type ghotguns and

'//?istols;-withinrecentmonmmvcal gun shops. o
. “] have no objection to a certain number of persons in’
the community having weapons for self-protection,” he
~ said. “But they should be in the hands of cool, level-
_— -headedi«Krishha-conscious.persons».«s-—; If-there-{8:a -

* need for violence, we can become violent.”

' . Purchasex of Weapons ) :
Séveral weeks later, Kirtanananda said that the.
young man.who ‘had.Aboughuhe_weaponsl‘hasagreed-w-H
gell his guns, at my suggestion.” , E
S : _Kirtanananda prefers to promote Prabhupada's Pa-
ve s lace as a rustic, spiritual haven—not an armed com-
: pound. The image of what he calls “a spiritual Disney-

B B o land, a Krishna theme park,” 18 better for tourists.
IR TR © . He plans to build seven mor€ temples on the hills of
oL R | A Vrindaban; the first is designed to be 20 times the
' . - gize of the existing palace. The project aiso. calls for a
vegetarian restaurant, a Vedic cultural museum, camp-
. . ingareas, arts and crafts shops, a tourist hotel and thea-
———=—ter for 400, and lavish grounds with 150 sculptured

] v ' . .

o e et

PN B

W.;,-.w..,,._‘...ﬂ,..,‘:;.Ln.,..,m.w.».'....:".W.MM.... fountains and formal, manicured gardens. I
w o ’ Already last year, Kirtanananda said,” 40,000 visitors
S o . . traversed the rutted backroads to admire Prabhupada’s
e e T T monument, and t1i¢ Ohio Valley Tourist Assn, is bracing

-

for-100,000 more in .1981.
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. Automatically heat:
water to approxim.

« Lets you turn dow!
B heater to save ene
« Assures sanitized ¢
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GARY FRIEDMAN / Los Angeles Times

Suryanga das bangs the cymbals, chants with oth-
er Hare Krishna followers on a Westwood street..

CWILUNGLY, V) MV et
‘parating a

Jarmi from his money—even if the karmi 18
not aware that his money is going to a Krishna temple—
can-be viewed as doing the donor a great spriritual fa-

R
" bei

N2

—— B

vor, Krishnas believe. ..
Ramesvara, initiating guru in charge of the Southern
California zone, says: “We glorify God by getting people
to donate money, and using that money (o print millions
of books. . ." . )
Sankirtan has also been at the nub of about 150 court
cases involving ISKCON, according to the movement’s

ing

)
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By EVAN MAXWELL, Times Staff Writer
The Hare Krishna movement, which is heavily fi-
nanced by direct economic action in the nation's air-
ports, got a dose of its own medicine from a Chicago
- grandfather who once wasa labor organizer;
~~=The events took place
t of a lawsuit that is expected to come to
trial in the next six months.
At the heart of the Jawsuit is David Yanoff, now a
.,..—;,lﬁ:y,e&tzgm,bj&h-achml_smdenLin_ChicagmHeJiv
“with his father, Jerome, and wants to be a film mak-

. . o
= ——

But in 1975, David was a precocious 11-year-old
Krishna devotee; headed, some said, for a position of
‘Jeadership in-the movement. Hisinvolvement with
Krishna began in August, 1975,
‘Los Angeles temple to spend
~ mother, Karen Wilson, a devotee and secretary
_.there. o :
" During his .
with the Krishna life style,

month at the temple, David fell in love
according to-depositions

" lawsuit. The boy decided to

cision his father objected to, forcefully.

when he came to the.
a month with his -

in 1975 and 1976, but are -

My.whenew—beLfound,-~-Temple

and interviews With persons involved in the present -
become a devotee, ade- .

PR eromé‘*Yanoff:'supported*by"relatlvgsfapﬁwed""'".'Int“érnatYOEaI'Ai'rport,

o ® ey

one Sunday at the Culver City temple and tried to
retrieve David, who was dancing with other chil- |

- dren during a festival. Temple leaders resisted;

- {here was an argument, then a

—-was evicted without hisson.. - :
When Jerome returned- geveral months later,

armed with an Illinois court order granting him cus-

tody of the child, neither David nor his mother were

scuffle, and Yanoff

knew nothing about where they were.
The matter remained-atan
Jerome Yanoff and others in his

- investigators to trace
‘father, Morris, even wrote directly to the spiritual
head of the move
Prabhupada, enlisting his help.
7 But nothing worked. e - -
Nothing worked, that is, until Morris Yanoff, a re-
tired Chicago Jabor union organizer, remembered an

family hired private

economic action. - . S
. With some of his retired friends, Yanoff set up a
" kind of informational picketing operation at O'Hare

Grandfather Hits KrishﬂnqSec'tWheJ

.
4

]
1
{
1

-Jeaders-said-they

R
i

impasse for 16 months. . -
the child. The boy's grand- ..
ment, A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami

important lesson- of unionism—the value of direct -

the busiest in the country and ._

——
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sr;- _ Collection Quotas . . ... oo e ords, according to the JUudge, PetRapti B Fmm s
niis- . Butinaco Gversial and trend-setting decision now  records of popular recording artists.

“One woman was startied to discover that her ‘Stevie

le—  being appeal d by ISKCON, a federal judge in Syracuse, ’ _ ' 1L he
| fa-.. NY,, declared last summer that the Krishnas were “en- Wonder album’ sounded like a. cal in heat,’ and she
Mgaged-ina-widespreadand~syswmauomheme:ofaccostwcould~pot~-f§gurcvut-whyStwirWonderm!dW
sern  ing, decelt, misrepresentation and fraud on the public,” ruin his career like tl}gt. What she actually heard was a
ople ‘Presiding Judge Howard G. Munson's 42-page deci- typical Krighna song, the judge wrote. -

ions  sion and order, a victory for the New York State attor- Krishna leaders and their lawyers have answers {0

: ons. Fisher, the chief counsel, said that dur-

: ney general’s office, noted that “when Krishna devotees tht allegati 1
ourt become proficient at practicing sankirtan and collecting ing the 1979 New York fair, there had been only nine

snt's  money, they'are given coll‘ectior.l quotag‘ by the Brah- Please see KRISHNA, Page .5

’here It Hurts — in the Pocketbook '

ito- -~ a g\?ldmine for Krishna fund-raisers. . .. -please call ixp right aWay'a'r?d‘rﬁ&l’“ié’ﬁf‘”p”ééﬁﬁ'aﬁfﬁ Y
hil- . . Yanoff saidina recent interview that at thestime, - the airport?”” , '
ted; Krishna fund-raisers were deliberately hiding their The Yanoffs had to agree not to air their allega-___|.

noff ‘.PQIJ810Uﬁﬁif_i.l.ia.ti_on_.tg.mislead.potenlial donors, Yan- -—tion that the ‘Krishna movement had hidden David

off said he and his corps of counterpickets would and his mother in a French commune for more thah

ter, wall—urmra disguised Krishna devotee engaged a year, Just before Christmas, 1976, David arrived
s~ . someone in conversation. | ' . “hagk in Chicago. * ’
rere .~ “Then we would walk up and say, ‘Don’t you ,_;.__.]_gggmg_!gnoff now is plaintiff in a civil suit seek-—..{-
hey——"(HINK you should find out Who these people are be— ing more than $7 million in damages from the move-
fore you contribute.’ 2 o . ment for stealing hisson. .
ths,. ™™ “The. Krishna kids had a very careful pitch Ramesvara, guru of the Los Angeles temple and a
sate . . workedout and any little interference from us pret- defendant in the case, denies the charge, maintain- ’
nd- ... ty well shutthemdownZeo .0 L 7 {ng that the leaders did nothing to assist Karen Wil- -
tual = . Yanoff and his cronies kept up their campaign for  son in what was essentially a private child custody
-ami**  more than three-months. The local Krishna temple,  battle between two parents. . L
* wwhich relied on 0'Hare for much of its.support, was. - ‘Robert Brock, Yanoff's attorney, said he expects -
.+ ‘being driven toward economic disaster, Yanoff gaid. | the casé to come to trial, perhaps as early as this
\re- . ‘“We were killing them,” he-said, without a trace summer. , : T
dan = of remorse. R N _  Karen Wilson, David's mother, i8 expected to tes-. - .
irect. - But Krishna leaders continued to maintain their - tify against the Los Angeles temple. Last year, she
...~ = ignorance of David's whereabouts. Finally, just be- left the Los Angeles temple, joined the Berkeley
upa forethe lucrative Christmas travel season, a Chica:' ~ temple and is now- a follower of Hansadutta, the
Hare . .~ go Krishna Jeader approactied Morris Yanoffe— - - ° Northemﬁahforrﬁa-gm‘trwho {s Ramesvara’s chief ~
rand ¢ . “He said, David is coming home. Now will you . rival. -0 e S o
. g 5 N . L * . C e - ! oes :




