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Ratha Cart Rolls 
in New Orleans 
Mardi Gras Parade

After more than 150 years, Lord Jagan- 
natha has made His appearance in the New 
Orleans Mardi Gras parade. Mardi Gras is 
described as the world’s largest free show 
and this years’ was the largest in history, 
with more than 1.3 million people.

For the last 10 years, the New Orleans 
temple has held Ratha-yatra in the autumn; 
this was the first year the event coincided 
with Mardi Gras. The festival lasted five 
days, Feb. 27 through March 3, and devo
tees from all over the U.S. attended.

Large kirtanas marked the festivities, 
with up to 100 devotees going out daily to 
chant in parades preceding Mardi Gras 
day. According to Kasi Misra dasa of New 
Orleans, ‘T he crowds were enormous and 
people joined in so enthusiastically that 
the kirtana parties often grew into huge 
street dances and parades.”

Three floats, each carrying 50 devo
tees, rode in the Mardi Gras parade. Thou
sands of spectators received buttons, 
cards, and flowers thrown from the carts. 
TV stations and newspapers covered the 
devotees’ participation and an article ap
peared on the front page of the Times- 
Picayune newspaper metro section, head
lined, “Krishna: Trucks Parade, Spread 
Message.” It described the floats, Lord 
Jagannatha, and the practice of chanting 
the holy name.

A nine-foot papier-mache Jagannatha 
Deity was fashioned especially for the 
parade by Raul Bertuccelli, a New Orleans 
carnival float builder and decorator. He 
told the Times-Picayune reporter that 
building Lord Jagannatha was one of the 
greatest challenges of his career.

“These people came to me and say, 
‘We want you to make God.’ It was a little 
challenge. It’s not easy to make God,” 
Bertuccelli said.

Bertuccelli also built the three Ratha- 
yatra carts to conform to the specifications 
of the Mardi Gras festival organizers.

A specially-made nine-foot Lord Jagan
natha aboard the Ratha-yatra cart.

P r im e  M in is t e r  D e d ic a te s  T e m p le
AUCKLAND, New Zealand— Devotees 
here are building New Zealand’s first 
Vcdic temple, Bhakti Bhavan, and the 
country’s prime minister, David Lange, 
wishes them well. Lange, internationally 
known for his anti-nuclear stance, spoke at 
the dedication ceremony and helped install 
a golden Ananta Sesha Deity and the 
temple’s cornerstone.

In his address to the crowd of more 
than 700 people, Lange praised the rich
ness and diversity of the Hare Krishna 
Movement and complimented the devo
tees for their different projects. He said, “A 
few years ago, if people were asked to 
come to an occasion like this, they would 
have gotten into their cars and headed the 
other way. But understanding has grown 
over the years, as I can see by the diverse 
crowd here today.”

When he toured the grounds followed

by reporters, Lange spoke of his role as the 
devotees’ lawyer before he entered poli
tics. He previously helped legalize Hari- 
nama street chanting in New Zealand and 
told reporters that he had always admired 
the Hare Krishnas.

The Sri Sri Radha-Giridhari temple at 
New Varshan, ISKCON’s property in Riv- 
erhead, Auckland, incorporates two oc
tagonal temple rooms and features sky
lights, spires and vaulted roofs. It was de
signed by local architects Stifie, Hooker 
and Associates, and takes its Indian style 
from temples in Vrindavana.

Each of the main rooms will have large 
plate glass windows looking out at the sur
rounding countryside and gardens. Phase 
one is scheduled for completion in March 
1988 and future associated buildings in the 
complex will include guest houses, of
fices, a library and Vcdic museum.

P.M. Lange dines with Regional Secre
tary Jayashila dasa, after the installa
tion ceremony.

Fully-operating Temple Opens in Swedish Museum
through the exhibit on India, where a typi
cal bazaar has been recreated. The path 
through the bazaar ended at a wall-sized 
photograph of a temple. As they stood 
there, Vegavan suggested to Kristian that 
he build a real Indian temple, and the cura
tor immediately agreed.

About six months later, on March 15, 
1986, the temple celebrated its grand open
ing. The museum announced the event, and 
Swedish national radio rccordcd it, along 
with interviews of the curator and others. 
The program was later broadcast nation
wide on channel one.

According to museum statistics, about 
half-a-million visitors will come to the 
museum this year and have a chance to visit 
the museum.

Among numerous recent visitors have 
been the Swedish Minister of Culture, the 
staff of Sweden’s embassy in New Delhi, 
the chairman of the Swedish Medical 
Board (who sampled the vegetarian food— 
prasadam), various officials of Western 
religions, and scholars from all over Af
rica, the Far East, and the Americas.

Doesn’t the museum draw fire for invit
ing devotees to manage an exhibit? ‘The 
question is very often in the air,” said cura
tor Kristian Lagerkrantz, “but I have no 
difficulty explaining the non-sectarian 
principles of the temple. Most of the poten
tial critics go away impressed.

“We believe the Ethnographic Museum 
should present a living reality. In fact it has 
two major responsibilities in these days of 
artificiality and superficiality: to present 
and encourage the genuine, and to expose 
and combat the false and dilettantish. . . .  
We are very happy with the temple and the 
devotees’ cooperation.”

A Hare Krishna temple has opened in 
the midst of the Ethnographic Museum of 
Stockholm, Sweden, as part of an exhibit 
on Indian culture. Complete with Deities, 
worship ceremonies, chanting, and a Sun
day feast, the Sri Sri Radha-Radharamana 
temple is managed by a team of Swedish 
devotees headed by Vegavan dasa.

The initial idea for a temple inside the 
museum took shape in 1979, when Vega
van organized a symposium of scholars at 
the Korsnas Gard, Sweden, ISKCON cen
ter. One speaker was Gudrun Hegart, a 
curator at the Swedish museum.

“I learned that she was setting up a Bud
dhist temple at the museum, with genuine 
Tibetan lamas taking care of it,” Vegavan 
said. “I immediately realized the possibil
ity of a similar exhibit for making knowl
edge of Krishna available to the museum- 
gocrs, who might never meet a devotee or 
set foot inside a temple otherwise.” 

Although Vegavan offered to help set up 
a Radha-Krishna temple at that time, for 
various reasons nothing came of iL Then a 
year ago, another curator, Kristian Lager
krantz, invited him to speak at the museum. 
At that time, Kristian walked Vegavan

Visitors crowd around the museum temple to take books and spiritual food.
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IWR Announces New Editorial Policy
The ISKCON World Review is back and the “new” publication 

promises to be even more vital than before. To ensure that you get the 
whole picture of current ISKCON affairs, the publishers have estab
lished an editorial policy with the following goals:

1. To provide a means of disseminating information vital to ISKCON 
members, centers, and projects. Controversial news will be reported to 
show other viewpoints.

2. To unify and strengthen the worldwide network of ISKCON cen
ters by providing a forum for opinion and fact. Various viewpoints will 
be presented through editorials, Op-Ed pieces and letters to the editor.

3. To present the movement’s own views when public media contro
versies arise and to-help clarify controversy within the movement by 
providing a medium for communication and resolution.

There was no IWR for March, April, May or June, but your subscrip
tions will be extended accordingly. Originally the IWR was planned to 
come back in a simpler newsletter format, but last month, generous do
nations from individuals made it possible to begin again as a newspaper.

Our sincere thanks to Anuttama dasa of Denver, Colorado, who has 
agreed to send a free copy to every temple in the world. We would also 
like to thank everyone who signed pledges to give monthly donations 
for the printing and distribution of the IWR, and everyone who offered 
us their encouragement during the five months the IWR was out of print.

What’s Up With ISKCON?
In years past, it always seemed that ISKCON was healthy and 

rapidly expanding. Especially in the early years, Srila Prabhupada was 
personally present, directing and inspiring all of his disciples. In recent 
years however, apparent calamaties, such as the murders allegedly 
connected with the New Vrindaban community and the multi-million 
dollar brainwashing cases against ISKCON, cast a shadow on the future 
of the movement.

How serious are the problems facing ISKCON?
In the coming months, The ISKCON World Review will try to 

present many people’s vision of what is really happening in the 
movement. Interviews with observers and with leading devotees will 
explore different viewpoints. We welcome reader input on topics the 
IWR should present, and reader opinion on what we publish.

One way to estimate ISKCON’s health is by reviewing the various 
preaching activities around the world. In the NewsBriefs section of this 
issue, we present but a fraction of the articles which have accumulated 
since we last published in February. We did our best to choose the 
articles and each story is certainly deserving of more coverage. 
However, considering the limitations of space and the great number of 
news items we could not include, we had to present them as briefly as 
possible. There are approximately 100 stories still awaiting publication.

So, along with the problems, there is also plenty of good news. 
Keeping in mind the positive can help us maintain and increase our 
enthusiasm for serving Srila Prabhupada’s mission.

IWR Expands Coverage

Dear ISKCON World Review,
I would like to express my appreciation 

for the frank and honest manner in which 
you are reporting the issues and problems 
facing our society. Increasing awareness 
of a problem, without doubt, gives more 
impetus for obtaining a solution.

In this regard, please print more about 
the progress of the Mayapur and Vrin- 
davana samadhis. The ISKCON World Re
view would make an excellent vehicle for 
generating some enthusiasm and convic
tion to complete these most important 
monuments. Could there not be a better 
focal point for uniting our society in these 
troubled times? I am also petitioning the 
Vrindavana Samadhi Committee to submit 
articles to you on a regular basis.
Yours in the service of Lord Krishna, 
Partha dasa, Vancouver ISKCON

Dear Prabhus,
I always appreciate reading IWR. 

Being so far removed from regular com
munications with the news of our society, 
my perspective in reading it is somewhat 
unique. Therefore I especially appreciate 
that besides the many preaching successes, 
also included are articles dealing with vari
ous controversial subjects. Open discus
sion is better than concealment, especially 
when our society is so well publicized. 
And those who arc interested in our move
ment outside of the devotees, such as par
ents and Life Members, also will want to 
be informed objectively. I also like your 
editorials dealing with matters of concern.

Incidentally, I didn’t like the photo you 
printed of Joe Cocker, and what was the 
necessity of printing Dan Rather’s photo 
on your cover?
Yours in the service of Srila Prabhupada, 
Brahmananda dasa, Lagos, Nigeria

Did Jesus Die in India?

Dear Editor,
As religion editor of The Sun, I receive 

The ISKCON World Review  each month. 
Like the newspapers of other religious 
movements, denominations and sects, I 
appreciate it because it lets me keep up— 
to a small degree— with what’s out there in 
the marketplace. I find your publication 
one of the more forthright and informative 
of its kind.

I read with interest the brief article in 
your February issue about the possibility 
that Jesus died in India. I was particularly 
interested to see that the man doing the 
study, Mahatma dasa, apparently lives in 
Los Angeles. Could you help me get in 
touch with him? I have been interested in 
this particular viewpoint (Jesus in India) 
since first reading it a couple of years ago. 
Because Mahatma dasa has been to India 
doing first-hand research, I thought he 
might make an interesting interview for 
the readers of our newspaper and other

Gannett papers (of which we are a part).
Thanks, Steve Cooper
The Sun, San Bernardino, Calif.

Dear Devotees,
I read with interest your article con

cerning the controversy, “Did Jesus Die in 
India?” Actually there is no controversy. It 
is not the position of the devotee to ques
tion the authority of the revealed scripture 
and the facts concerning the death of Lord 
Jesus are clearly set down in the revealed 
scripture.
Thank you, S.H. Hackett 
Loveland, Colorado

ISKCON Guru Worship

Dear Sirs,
I feel I must pay tribute to the interview 

with Satsvarupa dasa Goswami for his sin
cerity and convictions concerning guru 
worship and the changes he implemented in 
this connection. It seems to me that Srila 
Prabhupada’s family is emerging from 
those difficult teenage years and stepping 
into adulthood with firm feet.
Yours sincerely, Birthe Warburg, 
Waiheke Island, New Zealand

To The ISKCON World Review.
I read with dismay the Satsvarupa 

Goswami interview on ISKCON guru 
worship. I fear that because some reject 
guru worship, the parampara established 
by Lord Krishna is now fast declining. 
Hare Krishna, Varaha dasa,
Ibadan, Nigeria

Sankirtan Results

Dear Editor,
It is encouraging to see the book distri

bution scores are again being reported. As 
we know, this gave Srila Prabhupada more 
pleasure than any other information. Now 
the figures are being reported in The 
ISKCON World Review, but the present 
format is flat. Hopefully someone who 
feels strongly about sankirtan, maybe you, 
will be able to put some punch back into it 
and revive the old spirit

Please put more emphasis on the 
straight selling of the books on a pure basis 
whenever possible. Also, why not publish a 
graph of the total books distributed year- 
by-year up to 1986 to see what is the in
crease/decrease? Let us see how we can 
fulfill Prabhuapda’s order to “double-iL”
I remain yours, Janananda dasa 
BBT Malaysia, Kuala Lumpur

Dear Janananda prabhu,
At your request we asked Kamapur 

prabhu at the L.A. BBT to make some 
charts showing the last five years’ book 
distribution results. Also, you’ll be glad to 
know that Srutadeva dasa in San Diego has 
revived the Sankirtan Newsletter using 
book points and all. See page seven.
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ISKCON to Fight $1.3 Million Verdict on Susan Murphy Case
On June 16, a Norfolk Superior Court 

jury awarded $610,000 to 28-year-old 
Susan Murphy-Erikson and her mother 
Mary Murphy for civil charges filed 
against ISKCON of New England. Inter
est since April of 1977, the date of filing, 
brings the figure to SI.3 million, and Jus
tice Robert Banks upheld this on July 1.

“We’re definitely appealing, and we’re 
going to win,”said Kesihanta dasa, presi
dent of ISKCON’s Boston temple. “What 
this verdict means is that anyone who vol
untarily joined and later decided to leave a 
religion, is entitled to vast sums of money. 
It makes of mockery of freedom of reli
gion, the Constitution of this country, and 
the principle of democracy itself,” he said.

ISKCON was sued for “intentional in
fliction of emotional distress,” alleged in
terference with Mary’s custodial rights, 
and “failure to provide adequate care.”

In an interview published June 29 by 
The Boston P atriot-L edger, Roland 
Hegstad, Editor of the Washington, DC- 
based Liberty magazine, commented on 
the Murphy verdict. He said, “I think 
there’s an antipathy developing among 
mainstream denominations to anything 
that’s new or unorthodox. They forget that 
today’s heresy is tomorrow’s orthodoxy.”

Susan Murphy first left home in 1972 
with her boyfriend Doug Hewer, a former 
devotee. In a videotaped court deposition 
presented at the trial, Doug stated that 13- 
year-old Susan had been regularly taking 
drugs when they ran away. Doug testified 
that Susan had persistently refused to at
tend school against her mother’s wishes.

The couple returned to Boston in 1973, 
and in late 1974 Susan decided to sever 
her relationship with him and received 
permission from her mother to move into 
the Boston ISKCON temple. After spend
ing approximately six months in the 
temple, Susan’s mother withdrew consent, 
and Susan returned home in April of 1975.

Two years later the Murphys filed suit 
against ISKCON of New England with 
the counsel and assistance of professional 
“anti-cult” groups, including the Ameri
can Family Foundation (AFF). But the 
lawsuit was delayed for several years 
when Susan re-joined ISKCON in 1983 at 
age 25. In 1984 she produced an affidavit 
denouncing the lawsuit

At the trial, author and theologian Har
vey Cox of Harvard Divinity School testi
fied on ISKCON’s behalf. Dr. Cox, who 
referred to ISKCON as an “authentic 
manifestation of religiosity,” spoke of

ISKCON as an ancient, bona fide religion. 
He said he reached this conclusion 
through his knowledge of ISKCON’s 
teachings, and through his many visits to 
the Boston temple.

In a letter to the Boston congregation, 
ISKCON Governing Body Commissioner 
Niranjana Swami, pointed out discrepan
cies in the case. For example:

•The judge allowed plaintiffs to quote 
Bhagavad-gita and Srimad-Bhagavatam 
verses out of context, despite strenuous 
objections from ISKCON’s lawyers.

•The judge allowed the trial to focus on 
events in Susan’s life preceding the exis
tence of ISKCON of New England—for 
which the defendant cannot, but nonethe
less was—held liable.

•Crucial evidence such as Susan’s 
1984 affidavit denouncing the initial law
suit was declared inadmissible and was 
not presented to the jury.

“Although the judge said the jury 
should not judge the religion’s teachings 
but only the adverse effects those teach
ings on the plaintiff, the jury heard days of 
testimony quoting our scripture. How 
could they possibly make a clear distinc
tion between what harmful effects the 
teachings could have without judging the

teachings themselves?”, said Kesihanta.
Taking a leading role on ISKCON of 

New England’s defense team during the 
trial was Balavanta dasa, attorney and 
general counsel for ISKCON. “To parade 
teachings from scripture, which often re
quire years to understand before persons 
who are at best uninitiated in and at worst 
inimical to those teachings, cannot possi
bly serve the cause of justice,” said 
Balavanta. “It was like asking an Iranian 
jury to determine whether or not a Muslim 
convert to Judaism had benefited from the 
Judaic experience.

“I’m shocked that this happened in the 
state of Massachusetts, especially during 
the celebration of our Constitution’s 200th 
year. But I feel that when this case is 
viewed dispassionately by a court of ap
peal, the error will be quickly recog
nized,” Balavanta said.

Editors' note: Balavanta dasa (William 
Ogle) recently announced the formation 
of the Center for the Defense of Krishna 
Consciousness (CDKC). The non-profit 
organization will provide legal support 
and assistance to practitioners of Krishna 
Consciousness. For more information 
write to CDKC, P.O. Box 18535, Wash
ington, DC 20236J8535; USA.

Annual Governing Body Meetings Run Overtime
This year’s meeting of ISKCON’s 

Governing Body Commission in Ma- 
yapur, India, was the longest-running in 
ISKCON’s history. Part of the reason was 
a lengthy agenda and extra days added to 
the meetings while a special committee 
evaluated the GBC members.

The committee, composed of 49 senior 
respected Srila Prabhupada disciples, dis
cussed the character, preaching, practical

qualities and sadhana of each GBC man 
and reported its findings to the full GBC. 
The committee did not recommend re
moval of any GBC members, but did give 
constructive criticism. Sixteen new GBCs 
were added and several resigned, includ
ing Satsvarupa dasa Goswami.

On the first day of the meeting (March 
16), the GBC voted to expel Kirtanananda 
Swami, the leader of New Vrindaban. The

news hit international media by March 18, 
and articles were printed by United Press 
International, The Los Angeles Times, The 
Philadelphia Inquirer, and many Indian 
newspapers.

The decision to expel Kirtanananda 
was confirmed by a second vote after the 
evaluation procedures and passed almost 
unanimously fora second time. The GBC 
cited several reasons for the dismissal in

cluding: Kirtanananda’s minimizing of 
Srila Prabhupada; his rejection of the 
GBC authority, thus discouraging unity; 
his defiance of GBC policy in establishing 
temples and institutions controlled by 
him self alone; his m isrepresenting 
ISKCON to the public, media and govern
ment; and GBC findings of “numerous, 
serious illegal acts” occurring in his juris
diction.

New Vrindaban Topic of Major News Articles
Sensational stories make for media 

best-sellers, and the publicity over the in
vestigation of wrongdoing at New Vrind
aban is no exception. Among the most 
prominent coverage so far have been re
ports by United Press International and 
Rolling Stone magazine.

United Press International
UPI Staff Reporter Thomas Ferraro has 

published five major articles on New 
Vrindaban since it came under the scrutiny 
of a federal grand jury last September. His 
March 18 report described New Vrind
aban as a “target of federal investigations” 
into charges including drug dealing, child 
molestation, copyright infringement, and 
conspiracy to murder.

Ferraro, who prepared his reports with 
weeks of research and investigation, at
tempted to balance the March 18 article by 
quoting Gadadhara dasa, the public affairs 
spokesman at New Vrindaban.

“Our view of that [the GBC expulsion of 
Kirtanananda Swami] is they had no real

precedent to do that. There is a lot of confu
sion within ISKCON.” He also quoted 
Gadadhara saying, ‘They are trying in their 
own way to straighten problems out. We 
think they’re going about it the wrong 
way.” He said Kirtanananda “will remain 
as swami.”

According to another UPI article, re
leased by Ferraro several days later, devo
tees at New Vrindaban denounced the GBC 
decision at the morning program, declaring 
it “null and void.”

In another article, Ferraro interviewed 
Prof. Larry Shinn, Dean of Bucknell Uni
versity in Pennsylvania, who has studied 
ISKCON for approximately seven years. 
He quoted Shinn on the problems facing the 
movement, including shrinking member
ship and financial problems.

In an April 23 letter to The ISKCON 
World Review, Shinn thanked IWR editors 
for sending a copy of the UPI story adding, 
“I’m a little disappointed that he [Ferraro] 
chose to stress some of my comments that 
he did, but I think the articles are relatively

well balanced and certainly should not 
bring great harm to the Krishnas.”

Rolling Stone Magazine
Probably the most lengthy and dramatic 

coverage so far has been an article in the 
April 9 issue of Rolling Stone magazine. 
“Dial Om for Murder” by John Hubner and 
Lindsey Gruson paints a vivid image of the 
murder of Steve Bryant (Sulochana dasa), 
the earlier murder of Charles St. Denis 
(Chakravarty dasa) and other accusations 
of corruption in New Vrindaban.

The authors attempt to portray a 10-year 
history of intrigue, murder and deviation, 
and bring to light many perceived corrup
tions of the pure movement brought to the 
West by Srila Prabhupada.

While Hubner and Gruson are respec
tively reporters for the San Jose Mercury 
Newsm A \hzNew York Times, they employ 
fictional devices throughout the seven page 
Stone article to heighten its sensationalism. 
For example, the following passage at
tempts to portray the mind of dissident

devotee Sulochana on the night he was 
killed, just over one year ago. (Investiga
tors believe that New Vrindaban leaders 
may have ordered his death.)

“Bryant shut off the headlights of the 
1976 Dodge van that was both his home and 
the field headquarters of his one-man holy 
war. He looked up the street and studied the 
rear-view mirror. Then he folded his hands 
and tried to chant. It was no good. The street 
was still but his mind was racing. He tried 
to let it go blank, to give it all to Krishna. 
But the death mantra kept pounding away. 
‘The gurus must die, the gurus must die.’ ”

Similar “You Are There” devices 
throughout the article contrive to evoke the 
horror and sympathy of the reader. Yet the 
authors never disrespect the spiritual stat
ure of Srila Prabhupada, his teachings, or 
the movement he started. The article quotes 
Prof. Harvey Cox of the Harvard Divinity 
school: “When I say [Prabhupada was] 
‘one in a million,’ I think that is in some 
ways an underestimate. Perhaps he was one 
in a hundred million.”
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NewsBriefs
“Lcttucc Pray— Hare Hare, Rama 

Rama: May Krishna’s Good Karma Be 
Wilh You, Diner!” is the headline of a 
recent Dallas Observer restaurant review. 
The cover of the weekly paper featured a 
cartoon drawing of a turnip, a carrot a 
radish having a kirtana.

The article, “Good Karma,” begins, 
“Read the recipe—scan the label. Salt-free, 
cholesterol-free, sugar-free, and fat-free, 
but karma free? Trained to worry about 
the evils of a Western diet, Americans are 
learning to be wary of meals rich in red 
meats. But one restaurant in town advo
cates vegetarianism for the health of the 
soul as well as the health of the body.”

The article includes a large photo of Su- 
nanda dasa and his explanations about the 
restaurant, Kalachandji’s, and the purpose 
of a pure vegetarian diet. Kalachandji’s 
was also featured in the March 1987 Vege
tarian Times as one of the top eight vege
tarian restaurants in America.

The ancient science of Ayurvedic medi
cine is alive and well in the United States. 
The Ayurvedic Institute offers books, 
medicines, a quarterly journal, tapes and 
other information. Devotees are currently 
working with Dr. Vasant Lad, leader of the 
institute. For information, write to: 
Ramana-reti-devi dasi, c/o The Ayurvedic 
Institute, P.O. Box 23445, Albuquerque, 
NM 87192-1445.

The New Zealand BBT recently pub
lished a 24-page magazine entitled The 
Wonderful World o f Hare Krishna in New 
Zealand. The publication includes 75 full 
color photos and articles on vegetarianism, 
Krishna, the spiritual master, gurukula, 
self-sufficient farming, reincarnation. 
Food for Life, people, festivals, book dis
tribution and Hari-nama. It also has an ad 
for BBT books and a questions and an
swers section.

It took 10 years, but was worth the wait: 
Yamuna’s cookbook, Lord Krishna's Cui
sine, The Art o f  Indian Vegetarian 
Cooking, is finally out! The hardbound 800 
page book has more than 500 recipes. You 
can learn everything about rice, spice, 
sauce and salads, what to speak of iddli 
dumplings and creamy yogurt karhi.

E.P. Dutton gave the book a half-page ad 
in their catalog and Yamuna has already 
granted interviews to the media.

Write to: Bala Books, Inc., 268 West 
23rd SL, New York, NY 10011.

World Vegetarian Day was celebrated in 
Spanish Fork, Utah, commonly known as 
the “Rodeo Capital of Utah County.” 
Radha-dcvi dasi reports, “It was a great 
achievement considering that all of our 
neighbors raise cattle for slaughter.” Devo
tees from ISKCON’s Krishna conscious 
radio station, KHQN, held cooking dem
onstrations in front of a health food store 
and distributed 500 servings of spaghetti 
and kofta balls. The following week an 
open house was held at KHQN for 75 
people. Three local newspapers covered 
the observance by interviewing Radha dasi 
and Sarvadrik dasa, and printing articles 
that included vegetarian recipes.

held as a regular yearly event. According to 
Gita-nagari dasa, “The local villagers see 
many pilgrims walk through their villages 
every year, but they commented that the 
ISKCON Pada-yatra parikrama was a 
unique and special experience for them. 
Never had they seen so many enthusiastic 
Vaishnavas from so many different 
places.” The Braj Mandala Parikrama was 
organized by Lokanatha Swami and Jayad- 
vaita Swami and marked two-and-a-half 
years of Pada-yatra activity.

Food for Life in Lagos, Nigeria.

The Cultural Center of the Philippines 
recently awarded two out of four literary 
awards to Brihaspati dasa, of the ISKCON 
Manila temple. The first award, in the cate
gory of Dance Drama, was for his work, 
“Ang Estatwang Naging Tad,” or ‘The 
Statue That Came to Life.” His second was 
for his full-length musical drama entitled 
“Gabriela.” Brihaspati received cash 
prizes which he donated to the Manila Hare 
Krishna Food for Life project.

Beginning in August, the Vrindavana 
Institute for Higher Education, in Vrin
davana, India, will offer brahminical train
ing courses for men. The program, headed 
by Bhurijana dasa, and assisted by Jayad- 
vaita Swami and Dhanurdhara Swami, will 
include lectures, workshops, examinations 
and grades. Graduates will receive a cer
tificate of completion. Out of four semes
ters, two will focus on training for gu
rukula teachers.

For registration forms and further infor
mation, write to Bhurijana at the ISKCON 
Ministry of Education, P.O. Box 400767, 
Brooklyn, NY 11240.

Adopt-a-Cow is a 
never-ending source of 
excitem ent for the 
media. A recent head
line in the Philadel
phia Daily News, an
nounces, “R etired 
Bovines Live the Cud 
Life.” The article in
cludes four photos and 
the heading, “Krishna 
Tranquility,” above 
one picture of a temple 
kirtana. The article 
begins with the ques
tion, “What better 
dairy farmers than 
those who believe, as 
their literature says, 
that ‘cow protection is 
central to spiritual vil
lage life?’ ” It briefly 
explains the Adopt-a- 
Cow program and ru
ral Krishna conscious 
lifestyle. The writer, being amused by his 
visit to Gita-nagari, concludes the article 
saying, “The farmers themselves are a 
mixed bunch. One, who calls himself 
Terry, says he’s a former alligator wrestler 
from Florida.”

The Durban, S. Africa gurukulaopened with a fire sacrifice.

available in India, it is available directly 
from the author. Write to: Patita-pavana, 
2441 Clare St., San Pablo, CA 94806.

In Lagos, Nigeria, devotees arc gaining a 
reputation for their free food distribution. 
The State Police commissioner granted 
ISKCON a special permit and provides 
officers to maintain order during the 
monthly food programs. Support for Food 
for Life is provided by individuals and 
companies in Nigeria, and devotees have 
received favorable media coverage and 
public service radio announcements when
ever they hold programs.

This year 200 devotees from 20 coun
tries joined the Pada-yatra as it visited the 
holy places in Vrindavana. The journey 
took one month and the total distance 
walked was 336 km. Nighdy programs of 
kirtana, drama, book distribution and 
prasadam  distribution were held in many 
pilgrimage spots. The nightly programs in
cluded puppet shows, organized by Jaga- 
tarini-devi dasi. This is the first time 
ISKCON has led a pilgrimage along the 
traditional Vrindavana parikrama route, 
and many participants requested that it be

A recent BBC broadcast about “cults” in 
West Africa proclaimed that, “If the fed
eral government of Nigeria wants to con
sider [adopting] any religion, it should be 
the Hare Krishnas.”

The Statement was made by a panel of 
experts after hearing presentations about 
various new religions. The panel was par
ticularly impressed by the presentation of 
Rev. Dr. Anthony Okogie, the Catholic 
Archbishop of Lagos.

Okogie told the BBC panel, “I know the 
Hare Krishna people. . . .they work for 
human nature. Their ideal is based on 
communal life and brotherly fellowship. ” 
He further compared ISKCON’s activities 
to those of the early Christians.

Rev. Okogie has had copies of Srila 
Prabhupada’s books for more than two 
years.

Wholistic Living News, a New Age pub
lication in San Diego, California, visited 
the local Hare Krishna temple to research 
male/female relations in the religion. The 
resulting article, “Spiritual Guidelines 
Structure Intimate Relationships for Many 
in the New Age,” also explains marriage 
customs in San Diego’s Sikh community, 
Taoist Sanctuary and Sri Chinmoy Center.

At the ISKCON center, the reporter in
terviewed Dharmasetu dasa, who ex
plained the devotees’ views on spiritual 
marriage and the principles followed by 
grihastha [household] couples. The article 
includes a photo of a family living at the 
San Diego temple.

Going to Vrindavana soon? Learn about 
all the holy places associated with Lord 
Krishna by reading the complete Vrin
davana guidebook, Vraja Mandala Dar- 
shana: Touring the Land o f Krishna. It 
includes three maps, photos, complete de
scriptions of the holy places and how to get 
there. The book has received appreciations 
from prominent Indians. Although not

Nigerian devotees, led by Ekachakra 
dasa, distributed 80 copies of the Russian 
Bhagavad-gita at the annual general meet
ing of the Nigeria-Russia Association. 
According to Ekachakra, the Russians at 
the meeting were surprised and delighted 
to take copies of the book. One woman ac
cepted extra copies to give Soviet friends 
who were unable to attend.

Detroit ISKCON, famous for its auto 
mansion cultural center, recently cele
brated its second Ratha-yatra in eight 
months. The festival took place May 2 in 
the city’s downtown river front convention
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The Ratha-yatra parade rolls past De
troit's Renaissance center.

Ninety-six percent of Americans say 
they believe in God, according to a recent 
poll by USA Weekend magazine. Accord
ing to the poll, 72% of those who believe in 
heaven rate their chances of going there as 
"good to excellent” However, the poll 
concluded that Americans believe that 
only six out of 10 of their friends are going 
to heaven, and people think nearly one in 
four friends will go to hell. Nearly half of 
the families with children say grace before 
meals. Six of 10 say they talk with God, 
rather than say formal prayers, and 93% 
believe that God hears and answers their 
prayers.

More than 300 sculptures and engrav
ings of Vedic origin have been excavated 
at the temple ruins of Changzhou in south 
China. During the last half-century, Chi
nese archaeologists have found stone en
gravings of Krishna, Hanuman, Lakshmi, 
Shiva, Vishnu and Garuda. As many as 73 
stone engravings of Lord Nrishmadeva 
have been found. Archaeologists have also 
reported finding temple remains that depict 
scenes from Srimad-Bhagavatam such as 
Vishnu rescuing Gajendra, and Krishna 
liberating the sons of Kuvera, killing Ka- 
liya, and sporting with the Gopis. The first 
artifact was found in 1934, when a 1.15 
meter-high Deity of four-armed Vishnu 
was unearthed at Manjiaochang in 
Changzhou.

According to Dr. Yang Qinzhang of the 
Museum of Overseas Communications, 
these pieces bear a close resemblance to 
the traditional engravings of India, but they 
are simple and cannot match the Indian 
versions in ornamentation.

Two thousand South African children 
received Hare Krishna Food for Life at an 
inter-school Zulu-dancing competition. 
The two-day event, held at the Adams 
Combined School in Adams Mission on

A devotee’s mom recently defended the 
Uruguay temple, which was being attacked 
by “anti-cult” organizations. Clara Ca
prario de Tarrés, mother of Chaitanya- 
Nrishimha dasa, holds an important posi
tion in the Uruguayan government and her 
letter apparently had an effect in calming 
the criticism.

In her letter de Tarres describes her 
son’s involvement in the movement, as 
well as her own experience at the Los 
Angeles temple, which she visited for her 
son’s initiation. Tarres referred to her visit 
to L.A. as “a marvelous and unforgetable 
experience.”

Clara Caprario de Tarr6s defeated the 
anti-cultists by writing a letter.
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Photos of Gita-nagari’s bulls appeared in a Philadelphia paper. onc day s no’
tice to prepare

area and coincided with Detroit’s annual the food, but it was so well-received that 
Indian Ethnic Festival. A day-long festival organizers of the event invited them to 
held at Hart Plaza was well-attended, due come again the following year.
to the crowds attending the Indian cultural _____________________
events.

Bhusaya dasa reports that a group of 
Indian classical dancers approached him, 
requesting to dance for Lord Jagannatha.
“The thousands we just performed for [at 
Ford Auditorium] will forget us tomor
row,” the dancers said. “But, if we dance 
for Lord Jagannatha, He will never forget.”
The devotees also had a booth throughout 
the three days of the ethnic festival, where 
they distributed prasadam.

A new gurukula has opened at the Dur
ban, S. Africa temple with a fire sacrifice 
and celebration and has 10 students. The 
headmistress, Mrs. Vijie Moodley, has 39 
years of experience teaching 30-40 chil
dren in a class, but stated, “We expect these 
children to be more advanced than children 
of their same age in a normal school, be
cause of the personal attention they’ll be 
getting.” Although she expects the school 
to expand, she stated that there would 
never be more than 20 students to a class.

All of the students currently live in an 
ashrama with Rama-dcvi dasi, a devotee 
of 14 years, but the school also inviteschil- 
drcn from outside the temple for a minimal 
tuition fee.

Lamar Alexander’s fat was in the fire over 
Animal Rights. He had signed a controver
sial proclamation recognizing World 
Vegetarian Day, at the request of the East 
Tennessee Vegetarian Society. The local 
meat lobby, however, forced him to make a 
public retraction.

The last word from Ligc Weill, presi
dent of the vegetarian group, is that 15 
mayors may also be fat in the fire for 
signing similar proclamations declaring 
March 20 Great American Meatout Day.

Unlike Governor Alexander, who 
claims his endorsement was an accident, 
many of Tennessee ’ s mayors were enthusi
astic about signing the Meatout Day proc
lamations. Mayor G.W. White of East 
Ridge wrote to Weill saying, “I have 
mailed a copy [of the document] to the 
press to get some coverage and recognition 
in this area. I hope this proclamation is 
sufficient and will help others kick the 
meat habit.”

Last December, The ISKCON World Re
view reported that Tennessee Governor

South Africa has developed a program 
to involve university students in spiritual 
life. Three days a week, students live at the 
temple, rising early to attend the morning 
program, preach, and work at the temple. 
Seminars last for two months, and are 
scheduled once a year.

The second seminar started in June. 
Para-vidya dasa and Ajita-dcvi dasi started 
the program and report a favorable re
sponse and have received many letters of 
thanks from students who have completed 
the course.

His Excellency K.K.S. Rana, Counsul 
General of India (based in San Francisco), 
visited the Dallas temple. He met with 
temple president and regional secretary 
Naveen Krishna dasa and received gar
lands, books, and prasadam  from 
Kalachandji’s restaurant. The meeting was 
arranged by Life Member Narayan Misra.

FINALLY AVAILABLE!
— If you ca n ’t afford a trip to India, 

let India com e to your hom e in a 
“V IN D O ” Pilgrim age

* “THE 500th GAURA-PURNIMA”
Lord Chaitanya’s 500th Anniversary in Mayapur

* “PADAYATRA: Dvaraka to Mayapur”
ISKCON’s Ongoing Walking Festival

* “KUMBHA-MELA in Hardwar”
April 14, 1986— 10 million people bathe in the Ganges

—Produced and edited by Vasudeva dasa—

The VINDO Pilgrimage Series 
Please mail m e the following tapc(s):

0  South Indian T our (3 hours in 2 , 2-hour tapes, $45)
□  1st tape only: T im pati/M adras (1 hour, $17.50)
i H 2nd tape only: Kanchipuram/Sri Rangam /Ram esvaram  ($17.50)
□  3rd tape only: M adurai/Trivandrum /Guru-Vayur/Udipi ( $17.50)

□  A Day on Padayatra/A rrival at M ayapur Dham (40 m inutes, $17.50)
1 1500th G aura-Pum im a 1986 (1 hour, $17.50)
□  M aha Kum bha-M ela/Hardwar 1986 (1 hour, $17.50)

Mail to: Sankirtan Movement, Inc., 3764 Watseka Ave., Los Angeles, CA 90034. 
Include your name and shipping address with payment..

I______________________________________________________________________I
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Soviet Krishnas Seek Recognition
Soviet Hare Krishnas have begun a 

campaign to gain legal recognition as a 
religion in their country. Recently six So- 
vict-bom Krishna leaders traveled to the 
Kremlin to present a statement of protest to 
the authorities, asking for legal status.

Following this, the Krishna leaders 
held a press conference in a small apart
ment just outside of Moscow. The confer
ence was attended by several Western re
porters, including UPI Moscow correspon
dent Anna Christensen, who wrote an ar
ticle released on the UPI wire on April 27.

This was the first news conference held 
by ISKCON members inside the USSR. 
Previously Soviet devotees were reluctant 
to talk to the media, but being encouraged 
by support from the West and by Kremlin 
reforms, they feel it is now safe.

According to the UPI article, the state
ment they submitted to the Kremlin said: 

“Our Godbrothers arc being put into 
jails and mental hospitals. We are accused 
of participating in a non-registercd reli- 
gious-mystical sect and at the same time 
we arc not allowed to register the group. 
We appeal to all the religious and non- 
religious world organizations to please 
support us in getting a legal position.”

At the conference, devotees revealed 
their dilemma to the media. “They tell us 
we arc lawbreakers, that we refuse work, 
that we arc anti-social,” said Olga Kustra, 
28, a mother, musician and devotee. “But,

in fact, they don’t allow us to take part in 
society and we can’t obtain work in our 
specialties.”

The government maintains that fasting 
and chanting arc harmful to health and 
promote anti-social behavior. But the 
members believe they are a positive social 
force because they are pacifists and vege
tarians who do not consume alcohol, nico
tine, or illegal drugs.

For years, Soviet ISKCON members 
have been persecuted for practicing an 
unregistered and therefore illegal religion. 
Yet every attempt to follow the guidelines 
of Soviet law in registering the group has 
been rebuffed. In fact, the prescribed regis
tration procedures, which involve submit
ting the names and addresses of members, 
have repeatedly led to further KGB inves
tigations and arrests.

Devotees hope that the increased West
ern visibility of their cause in the new 
atmosphere of Soviet glasnosl (openness 
under the Gorbachev regime) will mitigate 
further persecution.

If the efforts for legal recognition are 
successful, the case of the 24 imprisoned 
Soviet devotees will have to be reviewed.

UPI said that the devotees estimate 
their number in the thousands, but added 
that most only chant and are not active fol
lowers. Fifty people meet regularly in Len
ingrad for Krishna conscious programs, the 
UPI article stated.

Depend on The ISKCON World Review 
for the Latest on the 

Hare Krishna Movement.
Subscribe Now—Don’t Miss a Single Issue! 

$8/year Regular U.S.
$15/year First-class Mail U.S.

(with envelope)
$16/year Non-U.S. Airmail 
$.20/ea. + Shipping (bulk orders)

Yes! Please send me The ISKCON World Review for one year. 
I would like D U .S .  Regular ($8); d ]U .S . Airmail ($15)
I I Non-U.S. Airmail ($16). I have enclosed my payment.

N am e:_________________________________________________

Address:

City: State: ZIP:

I Mail This Form To:
The ISKCON Work) Review, P.O. Box 4859. Laguna Beach, CA 92652 

I USA Tel.: (714) 494-0300
I____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ I Mail petition to: The Committee to Free Soviet Hare Krishnas, Aim vik s Gard, 15300 Jama, Sweden.

What You Can Do to Help Free 
the Soviet Hare Krishnas

ISKCON’s Committee to Free 
Soviet Hare Krishnas has estab
lished a membership program that 
helps publicize the plight of the 24 
imprisoned devotees. From the pri
vacy of your own home here in the 
Free World, you can help levy inter
national pressure against the injus
tices endured by Soviet Hare 
Krishna followers. Please join the 
Committee to Free Soviet Hare 
Krishnas.

Plan A
* Send $21. You’ll receive the 
famous Hare Krishna in the USSR 
tape, a 2-1/2" “Free the Soviet Hare 
Krishnas” buttons and two photos of 
the Soviet devotees. You will also 
receive protest postcards with pic
tures of the impri§9n£d devotees to 
mail to the Soviet authorities.

Plan B
* Send $51. In addition to receiving 
the above items, You will sponsor 
one of the imprisoned devotees. 
Information on the case will be as
signed to you and you’ll receive 
regular updated information on the 
imprisoned devotee. You’ll have 
the chance to correspond with your 
devotee’s friends and relatives in 
the USSR, and possibly the devotee 
himself.

H o w  t o  J o i n  T h e  

C o m m i t t e e  T o  F r e e

S o v i e t  H a r e  K r i s h n a s

Send your membership contribu
tion, along with your name and 
address to: The Committee to Free 
Soviet Hare Krishnas, Almviks 
Gard, 15300 Jarna, Sweden.

P E T IT IO N
We, the undersigned, present the following statement to the General 

Secretary of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union, Mr. Mikhail 
Gorbachev, and to the Foreign Minister of the Union of Soviet Socialist 
Republics, Mr. Eduard Shevamadze:

We deeply deplore the inhuman treatment and conditions that members 
of the Hare Krishna Movement in the USSR are being subjected to. They 
are being denied the basic human rights to which they are entitled under the 
provisions of the Soviet Constitution, as well as all the intematioanl 
agreements and treaties that the Soviet Union has endorsed.

We hereby request the Soviet government to allow the members of the 
Hare Krishna Movement to register their religion as an official state 
religion. Furthermore, we implore the authorities to arrange the immediate 
release of the following Hare Krishna devotees, who are imprisoned in 
psychiatric hospitals, prisons and labor camps, and following their re
lease, permit their emigration from the Soviet Union along with their im
mediate family members:
Ara G. Akopyan, Agvan K. Arutyunan, Aleksei M. Baida, Gagik S 
Buniatyan, Jakov E. Dzhidzhevadze, Yevgeni E. Emanuilovich, Yuri 
A. Fedchenko, Rafael Janashviili, Suren G. Karapetyan, Sergei M 
Kasyan, Mikhail M. Koltashev, Vladimir G. Kritski, Vladimir A 
Kustrya, Yevgeni E. Lerner, Alexander V. Levin, Yevgeny N 
Lyubinsky, Alexei A. Musatov, Natalya A. Nosatsova (Ms.), Sarkis R 
Ogadzhanyan, Alexander P. Olshevskiy, Anatoli F. Pinyayev, Sergei 
A. Priborov, Karen V. Saakyan (Mr.), Armen V. Saakyan, Valentina 
P. Samoilova (Mrs.), Armen L. Sarkisyan, Oleg A. Stepanyan, and 
Konstantin G. Streltsov.
Name:_________________________________________________________

Address:

City: State: ZIP:
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This chart shows book distribution records for the years 1982 through 1986. The 
figures were compiled by Kamapuradasa of the Bhaktivedanta Book Trust from back 
issues of the Sankirtana Newsletter. IWR plans to present international book 
distribution scores as a monthly feature. Pleasesend your scores to The ISKCON 
World Review, P.O. Box 4859, Laguna Beach, CA 92652.

For Sale
Incense: The world’s finest varieties. Incred
ible selection. Over 250 different aromas, 
some very special and rare. I have something 
for everyone's needs. A very informative cata
log and generous sampler are available for $5 
(catalog alone S.75). Wholesale prices for 
businesses—special discounts to all religious 
organizations are also available. Om Shanthi 
Incense, 271 Ridge Dr., Port Townsend, WA 
98368. (206) 385 5803. “Incense Connois
seurs.”

Bhakti, the story of a young Hare Krishna 
devotee, is available in the U.S. Perfect for 
children or to give as 
gifts. Contact the 
Ministry of Educa
tion, P.O. Box 
400767, Brooklyn,
NY 11240, for more 
information.

N O W  A V A I L A B L E :  

T H E  D A R K  L O R D

Prof. Larry Shinn, Dean of the 
College of Arts and Sciences at 
Bucknell Univ., has studied the 
Hare Krishna Movement pro
fessionally for seven years, and 
his first book on ISKCON, The 
D ark Lord, has just been pub
lished. Dr. Shinn was one of 
the five professors to speak 
about the historical roots of 
ISKCON in H are K rishna  
H are K rishna, F ive D istin 
gu ished  S ch olars on the 
K rishna C onsciousness M o ve
m ent in the W est, edited by 
Subhananda dasa. To get a 
copy of The D ark  L ord, Send 
$20.95 to: Sales Dept., The 
Westminster Press, 925 Chest
nut St., Philadelphia, PA 
19107. Overseas, include $5 for 
airmail shippng.

Transcendental Cassettes! Over 208 rare 
tapes—specializing in Vishnujana, Music of 
India, New Age and Childrens. Free List. $1 
sampler tapes. Mahi Barta, P.O. Box 228, 
Badger, CA 93603.

Krishna-, Chaitanya-, and Prabhupada-lila 
T-shirts and puzzles. Many other New Age 
designs. Free catalog. Seeta-Rama Transfers, 
P.O. Box 228, Dept. I, Badger, CA 93603.

The Bhaktivedanta Archives offers a series 
of 35 C-90 tapes containing unedited original 
bhajanas and purports, 50% of which have 
never been released. Take advantage of this 
offer now and send a cneck or money order for 
$85, including postage (USA only) to:

P l e a s e  N o t e  O u r  

N e w  A d d r e s s :  

I S K C O N  W o r l d  R e v i e w  

P .O .  B o x  4 8 5 9  

L a g u n a  B e a c h ,  C A  

9 2 6 5 2  U S A

New Publication:
VEDIC ASTROLOGY
Learn the secrets of casting the 
Vedic Horoscope. Sections 
include: Basics of the Horo
scope, Interpretive Techniques, 
Predictive Techniques and Sum
mary Studies.

Numerous charts, diagrams, and 
detailed instructions on how to 
calculate and interpret a chart.

Send $12 to: Tom Hopke 
(Nalini-kanta), 3125 Canfield 
Ave., Los Angeles, CA 90034.

Classified Ad Prices:
$.25 per word for a regular listing; 
$.75 per word for boxed listing. 
Send your ad, with payment to: 
IWR Classified Ads, P.O. Box 
4859, Laguna Beach, CA 92652.

Display Ads Are Available:
Write for information.

Bhaktivedanta Archives, P.O. Box 34453, Los 
Angeles, CA 90034. For a catalog (60 pages) 
on Srila Prabhupada’s lecture tapes and other 
Prabhupada nectar send $5. Tel.: (213) 559- 
2143.__________________________________

J  J .  Rama is now offering a nice selection of 
high quality incesne; children’s books; Indian 
gift items; puja items; and more for your devo
tional and social needs. Send a large SASE to: 
J.J. Rama, P.O. Box 146, Dept. I, weed, CA 
96094._________________________________

If you like pickles— You'll love Pav’s! Spicy 
and delicious lemon pickles. Order for your 
restaurant or boutique. 8 oz. jar $3; 1 pt. jar $5 
ppd. Write for quantity discounts. Pav’s Pick
les, c/o Pavamana dasa, 1030Grand Ave., San 
Diego, CA 92109._______________________

Double your energy on sankirian! World’s 
finest bee pollen from the French Riviera— 
available at special devotee prices: one month 
supply (6 oz.) for $9.95. Postage included 
anywhere in USA. Three bottles: 10% off; 12 
bottles: 25% off. Called by Prevention M aga
zine: ‘The Forgotten Wonder Food,” and the 
Chicago Tribune: “Pollen: Food Discovery 
Beyond Bee-lief.” Quick energy—perfect 
nutrition— 100% natural. Send check or 
money order to: Lew Einhom (Locanananda 
dasa), 370 State St., Brooklyn, NY 11217.

Slaughterhouse movie— showing actual 
scenes of the murder of animals. Gives practi
cal reasoning why there is an absolute need for 
vegetarianism in modem society. Excellent for 
enrollment of new devotees—gives deep, 
practical understanding. A picture is worth a 
thousand words. Send$19(VCR-VHS tape) to 
Prem Sehgal, P.O. Box 580283, Houston, TX 
77258-0283.____________________________

The Secret Teachings o f  the Vedas is a bold 
new book and comprehensive study of Vedic 
knowledge with over 300 pages of information 
about the science of the soul, reincarnation, the 
source and compilation of the Vedas, Vedic 
teachings in the Bible, yoga systems, medita
tion. attaining liberation, persona] God or 
impersonal force, why there is anything, quali
fications of a spiritual master, and much more. 
Packed with quotes and verses confirming 
everything discussed. Summarizes many im
portant topics. Excellent for those needing 
ready notes and quotes for lectures, or home 
study course for temple correspondence pro
grams, or additional gift shop item. For copies 
or information, write to: Sri Nandanandana, 
P.O. Box 15082, Detroit, MI 48215-0082.

Free catalog: Organically grown grains, 
beans, seeds, nuts, dried fruit, pasta, granola, 
juices, tofu, preserves, vegetable-rennet 
cheese, honey, nut buUers, bread, soups, herbs, 
baking needs, condiments, and fresh produce. 
Krystal Wharf Farms, RD 2 Box 191-A, 
Mansfield, PA 16933.

Books: Vegetarian/macrobiotic cookbooks. 
Eastern religions/philosophy, yoga/medita
tion, and metaphysics. Having trouble finding 
variety? Running all over town? We have 
hundreds! Write for free information: Samadhi 
New Age Books, P.O. Box 738, Nyack, NY 
10960-0738.____________________________

Devotee Health Care: Lomasha Rishi dasa, 
acupuncturist, who has successfully treated 
hundreds of devotees, including many GBCs 
and Temple Presidents throughout the 
ISKCON world, will be traveling in the U.S. 
this summer. If you would like him to visit your 
area, please write: c/o Indy Schneider, 502 
Sugahara Building, Shinkawa 1-13-5, Chuo- 
ku, Tokyo Central, Japan 104. Canadian and 
foreign correspondence welcome.

Business Opportunity: First-class devotee 
gift shop available. Located in temple. Individ
ual ownwership. Successfully running, four 
years. Contact: Caturatma, 449 Pacific St., 
Brooklyn, NY 11217. (718) 875-0633.

Become trained in brahminical knowledge, 
qualities, and skills at the Vrindavana Institute 
for Higher Education. Courses offered in 
Studying Srila Prabhupada’s Books, Clear 
Thinking—Strong Speaking, Writing, Vais- 
nava Etiquette, and more. For information 
write to: Vrindavana Institute for Higher Edu
cation, c/o ISKCON Ministry of Education,

P.O. Box 400767, Brooklyn. NY 11240.

Deity crowns, etc., custom-made for your 
Lordships: any size. Send measurements and 
picture of murtis for more information. Con
tact Gauridasa Pandita dasa at (206) 325-0537. 
Om Namo Bhagavale Vasudevaya!

Brainwashing: A Russian textbook on the 
techniques of asserting dominion over the 
thoughts and loyalties of individuals and the 
masses, either subtly or by force. Lcam why we 
must help our persecuted godbrothers in Rus
sia now. See first hand the shocking diabolical 
plan Communism has to crush religion in all 
free thinking countries and how it is affecting 
us right now. More serious than “1984” be
cause this is not fiction. Must-reading for any
one concerned with their own religious free
dom. Send $8 ($10 non-U.S.) to: The World 
Relief Network, P.O. Box 15082, Detroit, MI 
48215-0082.____________________________

Construction crew for hire. We built Dallas 
Palace and restaurant, etc. Can build intricate 
artistic design or general construction. Fully 
equipped, ready to travel. Any serious offer 
anywhere considered. Contact Yasomatinan- 
dana or Jayadeva, ISKCON Houston, eve
nings (713) 686-0510.

WANTED
Old sari fabric needed to provide clothing for 
family. Mail to Tsia Suzanne Sullivan, 506-1/ 
2 W. 7th St.. Sioux Falls. SD 57104._______

Prasadam  business— Business partner or 
buyer wanted for prasadam  concession with 
established route in Michigan/Ohio area. Ex
cellent opportunity to earn money while 
preaching. Call Ramiya dasa, (313) 822-7316.

Earn 25% commission selling ISKCON  
World Review  advertisements. Help the news
paper expand. Untapped field of Indo-Ameri- 
can and devotee business persons are your 
customers. Send SASE to The ISKCON World 
Review, P.O. Box 4859, Laguna Beach, CA 
92652 US A. or call (714) 494-0300 for details.

Indian man seeks friendship, correspon
dence with sincere American devotees to help 
me in the advancement of spiritual realization. 
Please write Vipin Dhawan, P.O. Box 168, 
Manama, Bahrain.

Preachers wanted for a new center in Boise, 
Idaho. Adjacent to Boise State Univ. campus, 
daily book distribution, puja, cooking classes, 
Sunday feast, unlimited preaching opportuni
ties. Householders or brahmacaris welcome. 
Call (208) 344-4274 or write Arudha and 
Ananta-rupa, 1615 Martha St., Boise, ID 
83706.

DRAMATIC
Audio Cassette Recordings 

about the lives of ancient Indian 
Saints and Avatars such as Lord 

Krishna, Shiva, Jagannatha, 
Chaitanya, Indra, Prahlada, 
Dhruva, Narada and others. 
Only $4.50 each. For a free 
catalog, please send a self- 

addressed stamped envelope to:
Krishna Productions

3305 Cardiff Ave., Dept. IWR 16 
Los Angeles, CA 90034

FREE
Call LIVE! “Locators of Information for 
Vegetarian Education,” an information and 
referral service run by the East Tennessee 
Vegetarian Society. 1-800-548-3438. Inside 
Tennessee: (615) 588-7700. Send inquiries to: 
P.O. Box 854, Knoxville. TN 37901.

To a good home— Holstein milker, 2-1/2- 
year-old, named Pritha. Correspond with Ron 
Conroy, R.R. Wark worth, Ontario, K0K 3K0 
Canada.
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At last! A spiritual n o v e l. . .

THE WAY OF VAISNAVA SAGES
b y  N rsim ha d a s a  A dhikari

Take a Journey to Medieval South India . . .  
via transcendental sound.

“Possibly this is the first Krishna conscious novel published since 
Bhaktivinode Thakura’s Jaiva Dharma. An old tradition is revived

“This book will be very popular—general readers will also appreciate the 
intriguing story and settings.” —Krishna Balarama Swami

“Embedding the philosophy of Krishna Consciousness in a captivating story is 
not a new idea. This very effective preaching format was used by ancient sages 
and more recently by Bhaktivinode Thakura. Such literature is very valuable for 
spreading Krishna Consciousness in Kali-yuga. The Way ofVaisnava Sages is a 
valuable addition in this line.” —Dravida dasa Brahmachari (BBT editor)

Quotes from University Press of America Reader’s Report:

"This manuscript is a significant scholarly work which will help Western readers 
understand the deep spiritual faith of Hindu-Vaishnavism, especially the Hare 
Krishna people . . . .  this work shows that the Vaishnava religious tradition is as 
authentic as any other genuine religious movement..

"The Vaishnava-Chaitanya faith is presented here in the fictional dialogue form of 
Plato. It is like Hermann Hesse’s Magister Ludi and Siddhartha. The author has 
succeeded exceedingly well in his undertaking. I pay him the highest compliments.”

8-1/2" x 11"; $14.90 paper, $28.90 cloth; 405 pages 
Published by University Press of America, Inc.

Order from your local bookstore or direct from Nrsimha dasa, 
5211 Warm Springs Rd., Houston, TX 77035 

Mail orders: make check or money order payable to Nicholas Stewart.

The International Society for 
Krishna Consciousness 
of Laguna Beach, Inc. (ISKCON)
The ISKCON World Review
P.O. Box 4859
Laguna Beach, CA 92652
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Friendly Critic s Ford Heir Prays for Unity and
View of ISKCON

Prof. Larry Shinn, Dean of the College 
of Arts and Sciences at Bucknell Univ., has 
something to say about ISKCON, having 
studied the movement professionally for 
seven years. He has just published The Dark 
Lord, his first book specifically about the 
Hare Krishna Movement.

Because of his participant observation, 
which includes living in temples for periods 
of time, and extensive interviews with many 
ISKCON leaders. Prof. Shinn is considered 
one of the most knowledgeable scholars on 
the movement.

He has published several articles on 
ISKCON and talks about it in some of the 
other five books he has authored. Dr. Shinn 
frequently testifies on behalf of the devotees 
in cases such as the Susan Murphy case, and 
regularly speaks out to the media. His inter
view is also included in Hare Krishna Hare 
Krishna, Five Distinguished Scholars on the 
Krishna Consciousness Movement in the 
West, edited by Subhananda dasa.

“I do not see myself as an expert, but 
rather as someone who sits outside the move
ment and sees what is happening—as a 
friend, and a friendly critic of ISKCON,” he 
said of himself.

In the following interview Prof. Shinn 
discusses some of the critical issues now 
facing the Hare Krishna Movement.

IW R: What are some of the differences you 
see in the movement now, compared to when 
Prabhupada was present?
Shinn: If I had to pick one specific differ
ence, the most obvious is that there’s no 
longer a single authoritative voice that ev
eryone in the movement accepts. In fact there 
are multiple leaders, and the GBC tries to 
exercise some coordination of leadership. 
IW R: Would you say there’s a “crisis of 
leadership” in ISKCON?
Shinn: Well there’s no doubt that there is. 
Most people of the general public don’t see 

continued on page 6

Donates $1 Million to Mayapur
According to Vedic custom, when a great 

person departs this world, a samadhi or 
monument, is immediately constructed in his 
honor. When Srila Prabhupada passed away 
in November, 1977, two samadhis were 
planned—one in Vrindavana and one in 
Mayapur—but neither has been completed.

Therefore, Ambarish dasa (Alfred Ford— 
great-grandson of Henry I), has agreed to give 
SI million toward the Mayapur samadhi. He 
pledged two half-million donations by the 
end of the year after discussing the matter 
with Tamal Krishna Goswami, GBC for 
Texas, New York, and parts of the Far East.

Commenting on his donation Ambarish 
said, “I pray to Krishna that my contribution 
will help to remove factionalism and inspire 
greater unity within ISKCON.”

Ongoing Dilemma

Prabhupada said, and is often quoted, 9 
“Your love for me will be shown by how you I  
cooperate in my absence,” and this mood of I

continued on page 3  Work has begun again on Prabhupada's samadhi in Vrindavana, India.

12-year-old Devotee’s LP Brings Message of Peace to Australia

Dr. Larry Shinn, author of The Dark Lord.

SYDNEY, Australia—Prahlada Simpson 
just released his first album. Listen to the 
Children, and told reporters that his songs 
echo the sentiments of many peace-con
scious children throughout the world. The 
LP, like Prahlada’s first two singles, was 
recorded on the EMI label—one of the 
world’s leading record companies.

“This album is dedicated,” Prahlada 
wrote for the inside cover of the record, “to 
the first Hare Krishna devotee in the Soviet 
Union, Anatoli Pinyayev, who is imprisoned 
in a Soviet psychiatric hospital due to his 
religious beliefs. His sincerity is the source 
of our determination. We will continue on 
until religious freedom is practiced fully 
within the USSR.”

The album contains 10 of the 35 songs 
Prahlada has written, including his latest 
single, “We Want to See the 21st Century.” 
His songs address issues such as human 
rights, the disappearance of a Sydney school
girl, a bombing, and the tragedy of broken 
homes.

Prahlada receives regular media cover
age, including radio and TV interviews. One 
newspaper article in the New Zealand Her
ald, “Krishna-Rock’s Whizz-Kid,” describes 
Prahlada’s success: “On Australia’s Gold 
Coast, where the group has gained big popu
larity, T-shirts and bumper stickers pro
claiming the 12-year-old pop star’s name are 
a familiar sight.”

In a front page article in The Northern 
Star, ISKCON Public Affairs Representa
tive Gaura-Gopala dasa told reporters that

Prahlada “wants to dedicate his life to bring
ing peace to the world.” The article reported 
that Prahlada wants to be a priest in the Hare 
Krishna Movement or a journalist. He at
tended the Krishna school in Mayapur, India, 
until returning home to Australia last year to 
record his first single, “Mr. Gorbachev, 
Please Let Our Friends Go.”

PRAHLAC

Prahlada with his latest single.

A u s s i e  B u s  T o u r  A im s  

F o r  1 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0  S i g n a t u r e s
Fourteen devotees (most of them chil

dren) set out last April for a nationwide tour 
of Australia in a specially-modified “Peace 
Bus.” They plan to gather one million signa
tures in a petition drive to free the impris
oned Soviet Hare Krishnas. At the outset of 
the trip, the petition already earned 8.500 
signatures, including those of two New 
South Wales senators.

The eight-month journey began with a 
peaceful demonstration at the Soviet Em
bassy in Sydney, where 70 devotees gathered 
for the event. The tour will end in November 
at the Soviet Embassy in Canberra.

Everywhere the traveling temple goes, it 
attracts publicity. Prahlada and the Krishna 
Kids are the main focus, due to the simulta
neous release of Prahlada’s new record. Nu
merous articles have appeared in local and 
national papers, describing the devotees’ 
“Mission of Peace.”

One front-page article headlined “Mes
sage of Hope” begins, “A Murwillumbah 
boy’s efforts to ease the tension behind the 
Iron Curtain, has led him on a tour of the 
coastal states of Australia expressing his 
views on world peace.” In the article, 
Prahlada thanked Amnesty International for 
help in getting his message across. ‘They 
sent me many documents and information on 
what was happening in the USSR, and they 
were behind my campaign,” he said.
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22 Years of ISKCON: 
Where Do We Stand?

Twenty-two years ago, Srila Prabhupada founded ISKCON. At that 
time he wrote a constitution and set down basic goals for his movement. He 
called for the “systematic” propagation of Krishna Consciousness with an 
aim to “check the imbalance of values in life and to achieve real peace in 
the world.”

Reading over the document one might ask, “To what extent has 
ISKCON achieved Prabhupada’s goals?” “What is the movement’s current 
status and where is it headed?”

During his 12 years in the West, Prabhupada saw many of his dreams 
fulfilled. He called for mass literature distribution and the figures soared.
He opened more than 1 (X) temples, initiated thousands of disciples, and 
spoke to important leaders wherever he traveled.

Harinama parties chanted on the streets of the major American and 
European cities; rural communities sprang up, heralding the beginning of 
varnashrama dharma. In the early 70s Prabhupada brought the movement 
back home, constructing impressive marble temples in India. The Hare 
Krishna Movement also began in the South Seas, Latin America, Africa, the 
Middle East, Asia, and in communist countries. By the mid-70s, Krishna 
Consciousness had taken root around the world.

Prabhupada’s disappearance in 1977 posed a severe test: How was his 
organization to survive without his direct guidance? Eleven of the GBC 
took up the reigns of leadership as gurus, and for some time it appeared that 
ISKCON would continue expanding as if Prabhupada had never left. In the 
early 80s, they began buying property—castles and farms— and many of us 
felt that ISKCON would soon conquer the world.

In the years that followed, however, many programs suffered severe 
setbacks. We lost many members, including several gurus, who found it 
difficult to continue in Prabhupada’s physical absence. Book distribution 
slowed—particularly in North America— sapping the strength of the 
Bhaktivedanta Book Trust.

ISKCON began losing ground. Many large properties were sold or re
possessed. The media began to focus on our internal strife, and several of 
our strongest leaders manifested spiritual weakness, leading to dismissals 
and resignations in the GBC.

In the face of a wide range of adversities, including costly lawsuits and 
hostile governments, do we, the members of ISKCON, have what it takes to 
make the mission successful?

Since Prabhupada’s departure, we have managed to open temples in 
many new countries, and print his books in many new languages. Further, 
after coming to realizations about ISKCON’s actual condition, the leader
ship appears to be regrouping on more solid foundations. Congregation- 
building is now widely regarded as an important objective. Dozens of our 
temples have opened successful restaurants as a means of financial support. 
Hare Krishna Food for Life projects thrive in several centers and festival 
programs are a year-round activity. We still have book distribution and 
harinama, albeit at considerably reduced levels.

These indicators are healthy signs that Prabhupada’s broadest constitu
tional directive—“to propagate a consciousness of Krishna” in the world—  
is still our foremost goal. But to properly fulfill it we must strengthen our 
faith and commitment— especially in revitalizing book distribution and 
making new members. We must reestablish cooperation across the bounda
ries of geography and zones of leadership. Following Prabhupada’s instruc
tions purely is the only way for us to overcome our past mistakes and 
ensure ISKCON’s future.

Dear IWR,
Being a disciple of both Prabhupada and 

one of the new gurus, I have been in a situ
ation to think about the issue of guru worship 
a lo t First, when I lived in Los Angeles, I 
never put my new guru on the same level as 
Prabhupada, and as I recall, none of the other 
disciples ever did either. I have asked devo
tees here, where worship of the guru was 
perhaps the highest, if they ever thought the 
new guru was on the level of Prabhupada. 
The response now and in the past—for I 
asked this question many times—is that 
Prabhupada is very special and very much 
above any of the present gurus.

My point is this: someone may say that a 
special place of honor should be given to 
Prabhupada, but it always has, even among 
the disciples of the present gurus.

It is proper Vaishnava etiquette to offer 
respect to advanced devotees, and of course 
Prabhupada’s worship should always be the 
greatest, but to have no worship or respect of 
the gurus or advanced devotees is question
able in my mind. Which is more offensive, 
loo much or too little worship?

Yours,
Nitya-tripta-devi dasi 

Villa Vrindavana, Italy

Dear Editors,
I wholeheartedly praise the interview 

with Satsvarupa dasa Goswami which you 
ran in your December issue, both for the 
questions you put and the answers he re
turned. I beg your permission to offer a few 
opinions on this subject

I am sorry to say that the recent history of 
ISKCON has resembled a child’s story 
called “The Emperor’s New Clothes.” As the 
king in that story thought he could parade 
around unnoticed while wearing invisible 
clothes, many of us apparently fell under the 
illusion that external positions, titles, and 
other bodily designations can permit a per
son whose heart is unclean to masquerade as 
a spotlessly pure devotee.

Eventually, in this life or the next, the real 
condition of a devotee’s heart will manifest 
The main qualifications of a pure devotee 
guru arc internal, not external. Bhagavad- 
gita describes in many verses the qualifica
tions of a self-realized person: he is totally 
indifferent to all material circumstances, he 
actually experiences that he is not his body or 
mind, he sees Krishna within all living enti
ties, and so forth. One can mimic the activi
ties of such a person, but if one’s material 
desires are not completely purified, sooner or 
later they will come out.

Of course, a person who has only par
tially realized his internal identity can still be 
a spiritual master. Any devotee who has 
served Krishna faithfully for many years, 
who is capable of repeating Srila 
Prabhupada’s teachings without deviation, 
and whose external behavior is decorated 
with the 26 qualities of a devotee can connect 
others to the disciplic succession. As 
Prabhupada said even in describing himself, 
one need only act as a letter carrier and de
liver the message as it is. Indeed, lacking 
internal spiritual awareness, it is now the 
urgent duty of all devotees to rigorously 
study Prabhupada’s books, tapes, and letters,

if only to avoid speculation and preserve the 
parampara.

It would appear, however, that one who 
wishes to perform the role of guru must be 
extremely wary of opulence. After all, it is 
through material opulence that one derives 
material sense gratification. Therefore, with 
the exception of those recent acharyas who 
saw the necessity to do so, all acharyas since 
Lord Chaitanya have scrupulously avoided 
accumulations of wealth and lavish adora
tion. Indeed, the Six Gosvamis were the 
highest examples of material poverty and re
nunciation. When such personalities lived 
outdoors with little or no food and clothing, 
should one not think twice before attempting 
to remain unaffected in the midst of great 
luxury?

Hare Krishna, 
Dhristaketu dasa, 

ISKCON San Francisco

Dear Editors,
Hare Krishna. I very much enjoy reading 

your newspaper, but feel that it tends to focus 
only on positives. While these things arc 
very nice, one does not feel one is getting the 
whole story when one reads The ISKCON 
World Review.

For example, articles like “Dial Om for 
Murder,” printed in the Rolling Stone (April 
9, 1987), cast a very dark cloud over the Hare 
Krishna Movement in general and the West 
Virginia community in particular.

It is my feeling that The ISKCON World 
Review owes its readership an in-depth ex
planation of these things when they come up. 
I am certain ihat a great deal of your readers 
are people, who like myself, contribute fi
nancially to one ISKCON temple or another. 
Are not these people entiUed to all the facts, 
no matter how pleasant or unpleasant?

Again I would like to state that I know the 
Hare Krishna Movement is involved in much 
that is positive. It is not my intention to take 
away from your many accomplishments. I 
only want to hear the truth about what is 
going on. Should we have to depend on 
public media like Rolling Stone magazine to 
bring us this kind of news? Should not The 
ISKCON World Review be setting us straight 
on these issues?

Yours truly, 
Brian Crawford 

Dartmouth, NS, Canada

Editors' Reply: You may note that the Roll
ing Stone article was reviewed in the last 
issue (IWR 7.1). We regret that, as a monthly 
paper, we are unable to stay ahead of the 
public media, but we will do our best to 
address these kinds of issues every month.

L etters  P o licy
Letters to the editor are encouraged on 

any topic relating to the Krishna Conscious
ness Movement It is the policy of The 
ISKCON World Review  to allow all sides of 
an issue to be fairly represented. Should 
there be several letters taking the same posi
tion on a subject, IWR will print a represen
tative sampling for its readers.

Letters may be edited for length or clar
ity, but care is taken to avoid changing the 
intent of the writer.
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Scholar’s Advice Shouldn’t Be Overlooked
In this issue a widely-respected scholar in the history of religion, Prof. 

Larry Shinn, diagnoses the state of ISKCON. He goes into detail in his 
recently-published book, The Dark Lord. Despite the fact that his study is 
primarily academic, he seems to have struck a spiritual truth. Perhaps his 
most significant warning is that unless we follow Prabhupada’s instructions 
more closely, internal conflict could lead to schism.

In his role as a “friendly critic,” Shinn holds up historical examples of 
the Gaudiya Math and the Protestant Reformation. He is pointing out that 
we must must be very careful now, or our branch of Vaishnavism could be 
rendered ineffectual. We would do well to learn from history, for as the 
poet and philosopher George Santayana wrote, “Those who cannot remem
ber the past are condemned to repeat it.”

Of course Lord Chaitanya predicted that His movement will flourish for 
the next 10,000 years; we also have Srila Prabhupada’s assurance that 
“Krishna has appeared in the Hare Krishna Movement” [Bhag. 10.1.22], 
However, Krishna is under no obligation to use our movement to fulfill His 
purpose. We cannot deny the fact that the immediate future of ISKCON 
depends on us, its members.

Srila Prabhupada set an example of indomitable faith and determina
tion— and it is incumbent on each of us to develop these qualities and feel a 
sense of responsibility in order to make the mission successful.

Samadhi
continued from page 1

cooperation was always most prominently 
measured by the progress of ISKCON’s inter
national projects. The construction of temples 
in Bombay, Vrindavana, and Mayapur was 
made possible by the combined efforts of all 
ISKCON centers worldwide. Thus the failure 
to complete the samadhis stresses the need for 
greater unity within ISKCON. The fact that 
the samadhis are not yet built has also been a 
great source of embarassment, particularly in 
India, where many onlookers equate the delay 
with lack of devotion.

Delays in Vrindavana

As far back as November, 1983, devotees 
gathered from all over the world to install a 
450-pound brass murti of Srila Prabhuapda in 
the Vrindavana building, anucipating its 
completion. However, despite the presence of 
the murti, little progress was made.

Fortunately in 1986, Damodara Pandita 
dasa, then temple president in Vrindavana, 
began publicizing the urgent need to finish the 
project He formed the Samadhi Completion 
Committee in conjunction with other 
Vrindavana ISKCON members and traveled 
all over the world to collect funds. In one year 
he and the committee solicited nearly 
$350,000. Although Damodara Pandita is no 
longer directly involved in the project his 
accomplishment was great.

The following March at their annual meet
ing in Mayapur, the Governing Body 
Commission accepted and sanctioned the 
Samadhi Committee by a unanimous vote. In 
addition, the GBC resolved that all ISKCON 
centers make regular contributions based on 
their relative size. They gave priority to the 
Vrindavan samadhi, since that is the actual 
place where Srila Prabhupada’s soul de
parted, and his body is entombed.

Construction Underway

Now, according to a May 18 report by 
Datta dasa, “After practically a full year of 
inactivity, the wheels of production are be
ginning to turn.” Datta is an electrician who

recently installed a sophisticated floodlight 
system in and around the structure, as well as 
correcting many wiring flaws.

No marble had been brought to the con
struction site fora year, but during April, four 
truckloads arrived and craftsmen have begun 
carving and installing it on the building. 
Contractors have promised two to three 
truckloads of marble per month until the re
quired 26 truckloads have been received.

Part of the problem was a complicated tax 
case that prevented the transport of the marble 
from a Rajasthani marble quarry to the 
Vrindavana temple in the state of Uttar 
Pradesh. With the case now won, project 
managers feel that regular deliveries of 
marble arc assured.

The construction crew consists of hired 
workers and craftsmen from various parts of 
India, and devotees from Western countries 
who have gone there to offer their services. 
Some are working on a temporary basis, some 
completely dedicating themselves up to 
completion.

According to Datta’s report, the expected 
completion date for the samadhi itself is 
March 1988; the adjoining museum is 
planned for completion in March 1989. In a 
recent Newsletter of the Srila Prabhupada 
Vrindavana Samadhi Completion Commit
tee, the members expressed their optimism 
saying, “Just over half the required funds 
have been collected and marble has arrived. 
We are pushing to complete the samadhi. . .  
we shall endeavor and rely on Krishna for the 
result. Hare Krishna!”

Your Help Still Needed

Although Ambarish has pledged $1 mil
lion to the Mayapur samadhi, the Samadhi 
Completion Commiuee is still seeking dona
tions from temples and individuals to finish 
the Vrindavana samadhi. In North America, 
donations may be made out to: “Srila 
Prabhupada Vrindavana Samadhi Fund,” c/o 
Atreya Rishi dasa, 2239-A Russel S t, 
Berkeley, CA 94705.

In Australia, contact Naresvara dasa; in 
Northern Europe, Kirtiraja dasa; Southern 
Europe, Madhusevita dasa; Eastern India, 
Adridharana dasa; and in Western India, 
Yasomatinandana dasa.

FINALLY AVAILABLE!
—If you ca n ’t afford a trip to India, 

let India com e to your hom e in a 
“V IN D IO ” Pilgrim age

* “THE 500th GAURA-PURNIMA”
Lord Chaitanya’s 500th Anniversary in Mayapur

* “PADAYATRA: Dvaraka to Mayapur”
ISKCON’s Ongoing Walking Festival

* “KUMBHA-MELA in Hardwar”
April 14, 1986— 10 million people bathe in the Ganges

— Produced and edited by Vasudeva dasa—

The VINDIO Pilgrimage Series 
Please mail me the following tapc(s):

□  South Indian T our (3 hours in 2, 2-hour tapes, $45)
□  1st tape only: T irupati/M adras (1 hour, $17.50) |
I 12nd tape only: Kanchipuram/Sri Rangam /Ram csvaram  ($17.50) 
f~| 3rd tape only: M adurai/Trivandrum /Guru-Vayur/U dipi ( $17.50)

□  A Day on Pad ay atra/Arrival at M ayapur Dham (40 m inutes, $17.50)
0  500th G aura-Pum im a 1986 (1 hour, $17.50)
l~~l M aha Kum bha-M cla/H ardwar 1986 (1 hour, $17.50)

Mail to: Sankirtan Movement, Inc., 3764 Watseka Avc., Los Angeles, CA 90034. | 
Include your name and shipping address with payment..

I_____________________________________________________________________________ I

Ti'-v
A Y U R V E D A — s c i e n c e  o f  l i f e
REVEALING THE VEDIC SAGES’ SECRETS K 
TO HEALTH, HAPPINESS, ANI) LONGEVITY t

K
D O  Y O U  W A N T : ^
To live a  healthy and long like by following a “r ig h t foods” diet?
To becom e aw are of th e  m ajor an d  m inor forces contro lling  your body?
To follow a yogic exercise plan com patib le to your body tem peram ent?
To cure your d iseases by tak in g  safe, h and-selected  herbs and spices grown 
in th e  H im alayan  M ountains?
To m a s te r  your m ind and  a tta in  mental peace?
To solve personal problems quickly an d  pain lessly?

Dr. S.K. K am lesh, B.A., B.M.S. A yurvedacharya, a n d  Dr. B.R. R asik, D.S.C.A., 
A yurvedachak ravarti, a re  bo th  V aish n av as a n d  h av e  tre a te d  num erous ISKCON 
devotees, includ ing  S a tsv a ru p a  dasa  G osw am i, M ahan idh i Sw am i an d  R upa-v ilasa 
dasa . T hese seventh  g en e ra tio n  A yurvedic physic ians w ith  50 y ea rs  experience, will 
analyze your case a t  th e ir  clinic in  Lucknow, Ind ia . Y our personal an a ly s is  will 
include a  d ie t p lan , m ajor an d  m inor forces, yogic exercises, personal A yurvedic 
rem edies, H im alayan  herbs an d  spices, an d  ind iv idual gu ide lines for m en ta l peace 
a n d  physical fitness.

For you r A yurvedic ana ly sis , send  $100 . Include a  full-body color pho tograph  
(front view  only). M en, sh irtle ss; w om en full-body le o ta rd s  or dress. Also include a  
ty p ew ritten  lis t o f com plain ts.

F or a n  an a ly sis  a n d  a  tw o-m onth  supp ly  of A yurvedic h erb a l m edicines (by a ir  
m ail post), send $200 U.S. w ith  th e  above.

S end  to:
D r. S.K. K am lesh 
In te rn a tio n a l Society of 
A yurveda & N a tu re  C ure 
K am lesh  A ushdalaya 
279 S u b h ash  M arg 
D ugaw an , Lucknow  226 004 
IND IA
Phone: 522-43489

O r M ail to  D r. K am lesh 
c/o T he ISKCON W orld Review 
P.O . Box 4859
L ag u n a  B each, CA 92652 For the last five years- Dr- Kamlesh has traveled

around the world teaching the science of Ayurveda. 
Send payment in U.S. funds or equivalent via international money order or travelers check. 
Registered mail only. Allow 10-12 weeks for delivery of analysis/herbs.
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P E T IT IO N
Wc, the undersigned, present the following statement to the General Secretary of 

the Communist Party of the Soviet Union, Mr. Mikhail Gorbachev, and to the Foreign 
Minister of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, Mr. Eduard Shevamadze:

Wc deeply deplore the inhuman treatment and conditions that members of the Hare 
Krishna Movement in the USSR arc being subjected to. They are being denied the 
basic human rights to which they are entidcd under the provisions of the Soviet 
Constitution, as well as all the international agreements and treaties that the Soviet 
Union has endorsed.

Wc hereby request the Soviet government to allow the members of the Hare 
Krishna Movement to register their religion as an official state religion. Furthermore, 
we implore the authorities to arrange the immediate release of the following Hare 
Krishna devotees, who are imprisoned in psychiatric hospitals, prisons and labor 
camps, and following their release, permit their emigration from the Soviet Union 
along with their immediate family members:
Ara G. Akopyan, Agvan K. Arutyunan, Aleksei M. Baida, Gagik S. Runiatyan, 
.Iakov K. D/.hid/.hevadze, Yevgeni K. F.manuilovich. Yuri A. Fedchenko, Rafael 
Janashviili, Suren G. Karapetyan, Sergei M. Kasyan, Mikhail M. Koltashev, Vla
dim ir G. Kritski, Vladimir A. Kustrya, Yevgeni E. Lerner, Alexander V. Levin, 
Yevgeny N. Lyubinsky, Alexei A. Musatov, Natalya A. Nosatsova (Ms.), Sarkis R. 
Ogad/.hanyan, Alexander P. Olshevskiy, Anatoli F. Pinyayev, Sergei A. Pri- 
borov, Karen V. Saakyan (Mr.), Armen V. Saakvan, Valentina P. Samoilova 
(Mrs.), Armen L. Sarkisyan, Oleg A. Stepanyan, and Konstantin G. Streltsov.

Name: _______________________________________________________

Address:_____________________________________________________

C ity:_______________________  State: __________ ZIP: __________

M u l pennon to: The Committee to Free Soviet H ire Knshnas, Almviks Gard, 15300 Jama, Sweden.

July 13 marked ISKCON’s 22nd anni
versary of incorporation. Srila Prabhupada 
always referred to his society as, ‘The Inter
national Society for Krishna Conscious
ness,” even when he had just one center in 
New York in 1965. Prabhupada derived the 
term “Krishna Consciousness” from a verse 
of Rupa Gosvami’s Padyavali, written in the 
16th century that says, “krsna bhakti-rasa 
bhavana." “Krsna bhakti-rasa" means “the 
mellow of devotion to Krishna,” and “bha
vana” means “absorbed in.” So “krsna 
bhakti-rasa bhavana" means “to be 
absorbed in the mellow of executing devo
tional service to Krishna.”

G r e a t  B r ita in

“If you think of a cow, how she spends all 
her life giving milk, then all of a sudden it’s 
off to the slaughterhouse. It’s not right.” 
Quote by a devotee at the Sunday feast lec
ture? Guess again. It’s musician Paul Mc
Cartney in a recent issue of YOU magazine. 
Former Bcatle McCartney explains in the 
article, “ I just don’t feel I have the right to 
take life,” and insists that his wife is even 
more fanatical about it than he. Watching 
their pet lambs gambolling playfully in the 
fields of their Scottish farm, then sitting 
down to a family roast for Sunday lunch, was 
what turned Paul, Linda, and their kids vege
tarian 10 years ago.

N e w s B r i e f s

K u a la  L u m p u r , M a la y s ia

I b a d a n , N ig e r ia

Face painting was one of devotees' activities at the International Peace and 
People's Day in Christchurch, New Zealand. Devotees have participated in the 
Peace Festival every year. This photo appeared in The Christchurch Press.

Ratha-yatra has begun in Malaysia and 
now several young Malaysians have joined 
the temple. The first Ratha-yatra was held in 
Kuala Lumpur, the capital city, in 1985. 
Then in 1986, Ratha-yatra was held in Kuala 
Lumpur on Dec. 6 and in Peneng, an island 
in the north, on Dec. 13.

Malaysian devotees consider the favor
able reception remarkable, since the country 
is prcdominandy Islamic.

While public chanting is illegal without 
police permits, it is legal to chant at the 
plantations where many Tamil immigrants

work. Most of the Tamils have been con
verted to Christianity, but respond favorably 
to the Hari-nama parties. The Tamils give 
donations and devotees distribute up to 500 
packets of prasadam  peanuts daily.

Devotees are popular in the national 
media in Western Africa—receiving good 
coverage almost weekly. Bhakti-tirtha 
Swami was recently pictured on national TV 
with the president of Sierra Leone (a nation 
neighboring Nigeria) after a meeting where 
the two discussed spiritual philosophy and 
politics.

Last year on Nov. 14, Bhakti-tirtha met 
His Excellency Chairm an Jerry  Rawlings, 
a revolutionary leader who is now head of 
state of Ghana. The Chairman was familiar 
with Prabhupada’s books and had even dis
tributed copies to members of his cabinet. At 
the meeting Rawlings asked many questions 
about reincarnation , evo lu tion , and 
ISKCON’s humanitarian work. During the 
conversation, Bhakti-tirtha presented Rawl
ings with a set of Srimad-Bhagavatams, 
which Rawlings began to thumb through and 
read during the meeting.

The set of the March 1st episode of The 
Outlaws TV show may have seemed famil
iar to anyone who has visited New Dvaraka, 
the Los Angeles Hare Krishna community. 
That is because the previous month, the Uni

versal Studios film crew used it for a stage. 
In the story, five cowboys time-travel from 
the 19th century and land in the modem age 
of sophistication and technology. In this par
ticular episode, the cowboys are being 
chased when they meet a girl of an Eastern 
religious order, who brings them to the shel
ter of her temple. She takes them into the 
temple room where she interrupts her 
master’s trance to ask him to help the 
wounded cowboys. The director chose the 
Hare Krishna temple over several other local 
temples, churches, and mosques, due to its 
authentic atmosphere. Many of the actors 
and film crew took books and cookies, and 
visited the FATE Museum and Govinda’s 
restaurant.

The Italian family of SmL Sonia Gandhi, 
wife of Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi, re
cently received a set of Prabhupada’s books. 
The presentation was made in Italy by So- 
maka M aharaja. After that, Somaka took 
leave of his preaching activities in Italy, 
Spain and France, to travel throughout India. 
While in Baroda, he addressed the Rotary 
Club on the spread of Krishna Conscious
ness in Southern Europe.

According to Basu Ghosh dasa, presi
dent of the Baroda temple, the audience was 
interested to learn of the devotee’s meeting 
with their prime minister’s in-laws. Thus far, 
Somaka’s tour has included visits to 
Vrindavana, Delhi, Jaipur, Sri Nathdwara, 
Ahmedabad, Dvaraka, Porbandar and 
Prabhas.

Police congratulated devotees Himavati- 
devi dasi and Varaha dasa for the heroic 
recovery of their 28-day-old baby after it was 
stolen during the name-giving ceremony. 
The child was abducted by a woman posing 
as a nursemaid on Jan. 12 when it was only 
nine days old. After a 19-day frenzied search 
by the mother and father, the whereabouts of 
the abductor was revealed and the baby re
covered.

According to Varaha, who distributed 
Bhagavad-gitas to the police detectives in
volved in the case, “Nigerian people believe 
in a God of miracles. Therefore by hearing of 
this incident, many have come to seek shelter 
at the lotus feet of Sri Krishna, the Supreme 
Personality of Godhead.”
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The Outlaws, TV cowboy heroes lost in 
time and space, end up at the Los Ange
les Hare Krishna temple.

The Los Angeles Ratha-yatra will be held 
August 29 and 30. The festival at Venice 
Beach Pavilion will be on both days; the 
parade (beginning at Santa Monica 
Beach) will be Sunday only.

Notices

What You Can Do to Help Free
the Soviet Hare Krishnas

ISKCON’s Committee to Free Soviet 
Hare Krishnas has established a member
ship program that helps publicize the plight 
of the 24 imprisoned devotees. From the 
privacy of your own home here in the Free 
World, you can help levy international 
pressure against the injustices endured by 
Soviet Hare Krishna followers.

Please join the Committee to Free 
Soviet Hare Krishnas.

Plan A
* Send S21. You’ll receive the famous 
Hare Krishna in the USSR tape, a 2-1/2" 
“Free the Soviet Hare Krishnas” button and 
two photos of the Soviet devotees. You wil 1 
also receive protest postcards with pictures 
of the imprisoned devotees to mail to the 
Soviet authorities.

Plan B
* Send S51. In addition to receiving the 
above items, you will sponsor one of the 
imprisoned devotees. Information on the 
case will be assigned to you and you’ll 
receive regular updated information on the 
imprisoned devotee. You’ll have the 
chance to correspond with your devotee’s 
friends and relatives in the USSR, and pos
sibly the devotee himself.

How to Join the Committee To 
Free Soviet Hare Krishnas

Send your membership contribution, 
along with your name and address to: 

The Committee to Free Soviet Hare 
Krishnas, Almviks Gard, 15300 Jarna, 
Sweden.

Devotee Begins 
Broadcast Career

“We have the manpower. We have the 
spirit. It’s funds,” says Suresvara dasa of 
Gita-nagari, head of the free food program 
there. The Food for Life van, which distrib
uted free food three times a week to needy 
households in the area, may soon have to 
stop. Suresvara had appealed to the county 
and the local United Way chapter, but has not 
received the required funding to keep the 
program going.

Readers interested in pledging funds for 
the Food for Life program are asked to con
tact Suresvara at Gita-nagari Farm, R.D. 1, 
Box 839, Port Royal, PA 17082.

Dr. Kamlesh, an Ayurvedic doctor from 
Lucknow, India, will hold two seminars— 
Towaco, New Jersey, Sept. 20-28, and Los 
Angeles, Oct. 2-12. For more information 
contact Vishnu-gada dasa, P.O. Box 109, 
Towaco, NJ 07082, (201) 299-0970; 
Makhanlal dasa, 3755 Watseka Ave., #9, 
Los Angeles, CA 90034, (213) 839-3203. 
Both seminars are free.

Now Available— 
The Dark Lord
By Prof. Larry Shinn 
To order send $20.95 to: Sales 
Dept., The Westminster Press, 
925 Chestnut St., Philadelphia, 
PA 19107.
Overseas, include $10 airmail 
postage.

Sierra Leone President Momoh meets 
Bhakti-tirtha Swami and devotees.

The following article by Ekayani dasi, a 
devotee at the Philadelphia temple, tells of 
her determination to spread the message of 
Krishna.

Last year about this time, I was praying to 
Krishna to give me a service I felt I could 
perform for the rest of my life. As we all 
know, Krishna Consciousness is a long haul, 
and it’s important that one aspiring for the 
Lord’s pure devotional service be situated 
properly in order to make progressive ad
vancement on the path back home. After 
praying in this mood for a few weeks, one 
day by the grace of the Supersoul, a prcver- 
bial light bulb went on over my head.

Radio broadcasting would be my niche! I 
did some broadcasting at my college station 
WALF a few years before and even had an 
FCC license. Months passed and I wondered 
how to get started. How to break into radio?

Deciding I needed some inspiration from 
like-minded devotees, I packed my bags and 
spent a week at the Detroit broadcasting fa
cility with Bhumadeva dasa and Radha-sun- 
dari-devi dasi. Then I was off to KHQN, 
Charu dasa’s radio station in Utah, hoping to 
get a slightly different perspective. While 
there, I managed to make a couple of demos, 
and returning to Philly, I mailed them off to 
a few radio stations.

There was no response.
Was I discouraged? Yes.
But then, I spent the first two weeks of 

March ’87 contacting radio stations all over 
town, giving them my demos, meeting some 
of the show hosts, and leaving information.

Early one Sunday morning I walked into 
WDAS-AM, which has a very active com
munity service program. I met the director, 
Mattie Humpries, and talked with her a bit. I 
didn’t expect immediate results, but was 
pleasantly surprised when she invited me to 
watch the “Breakfast Show” they do every 
Sunday from 7-9:30 a.m.

I stayed, and she asked if I would like to 
be a co-host with her the fourth Sunday of 
every month. Since then I’ve been on this 
hour-long talk show three times.

So remember, if your temple is holding a 
R atha-yatra or 
sponsoring some 
unique preaching 
program, contact 
your local stations.
They are always 
looking for some
thing new and dif
ferent and what 
could  be 
fresh than Krishna Ekayani at the WDAS 
Consciousness? Breakfast Show.

The Krishna Institute has just released 
its latest translation: Srila Jiva Gosvami’s Sri 
Tattva-sandarbha. In his book, Jiva 
Gosvami explains the importance of Srimad- 
Bhagavatam and proves the existence of the 
soul. It is is the fifth in a series of 16th and 
17th century classics of ChaiLanya Vaishnav- 
ism translated by Kusha-kratha dasa. Other 
titles in print include: The Glories o f  Sri 
Krishna (Rupa Gosvami), Sri Caitanya-can- 
dramrita (Prabodhananda Sarasvati), Sri 
V raja-v ilasa-stava  (Raghunatha dasa 
Gosvami), and Sri Aisvarya-kadambim  
(Baladeva Vidyabhusana). To order, send S8 
each ($12 for Tattva-sandarbha), postpaid 
within U.S. Write to: The Krishna Institute, 
P.O. Box 281, Culver City, CA 90232.

Suresvara at the back of the Gita-nagari 
Food for Life van. This photo appeared 
last winter in the Juniata Sentinel.

A wedding was held at the Warri, Nigeria temple for six couples and 70 more devotees 
were initated in Lagos.

The Coalition to Stop Food Irradiation
needs your help. The Coalition has reported 
some success promoting legislation to ban 
irradiation of produce, spices, and other 
foods. For more information call (213) 682- 
2734 or write: P.O. Box 3294, S. Pasadena, 
CA 91030-3294.
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Prof. Shinn
continued from page 1

it up close, as I have, but I would say that it 
is probably the most severe challenge that 
ISKCON has had to face since the death of 
Prabhupada.

In my book. The Dark Lord, I argue that 
Prabhupada basically had two kinds of au
thority. On the one hand he had what is 
called "traditional authority;” the hereditary 
authority, you call it parampara. But he also 
had what is called “charismatic authority. ” 
That is authority that stems from his personal 
qualities, not just an inherited status.

It was Prabhupada’s personal piety that 
gave him the real authority. He exhibited 
complete command of the scriptures, an 
unusual depth of realization, and an out
standing personal example bccausc he actu
ally lived what he taught.

When he died in 1977, the idea that his 
disciples could be named as his successors 
was fairly easy; a traditional transfer of au
thority. Although as you know there’s been 
some debate about that too.

What’s difficult, or rather impossible 
however, is to transfer the personal piety— 
the charismatic authority. It was literally not 
possible for Prabhupada to give each of his
11 named successors his own devotion to 
Krishna, his own personal piety, his scriptur
al knowledge, his ability to interpret the 
scriptures.

It seems that the crisis in leadership 
em erged alm ost im m ediately after 
Prabhupada’s death, and has its origin in the 
misunderstanding of the transmission of 
authority that took place at that time.
IWR: Do you think another single leader 
will ever emerge in ISKCON?
Shinn: I don’t think so. Let me put it another

way—I really don’t know, but I’m not so 
sure it is important at this stage.
IWR: Could you rightly compare the current 
mood of guru reform to periods of reforma
tion in the Christian religion?
Shinn: Oh I certainly think it could be 
compared. One of the things ISKCON is 
struggling with is how to maintain a singular 
vision in a very diversified community. In an 
organization as far-flung as ISKCON, there 
is a great tendency for schism to occur once 
the founder is gone.

If the current attempts to reform the

position of the guru in ISKCON are accept
ed by some and denied by others, then what 
you have is a fragmented institution. That’s 
exactly what happened in the reformation. 
The Catholic Church persisted, while Luther 
and his followers broke off. Now after only 
400 or 500 years, we have well over 200 
denominations of what began as a single 
protest movement.
IWR: Do you think something like that 
could happen to ISKCON?
Shinn: Oh absolutely. You can see the ex
ample of the Gaudiya Math. After the pass
ing of Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati Thakura,

many of the temples went their own way. 
They were clearly still connected by a com
mon gum, but they did not gain the strength 
of numbers and lacked a cohesive common 
vision for a single movement

Thai’s what I fear for ISKCON. Even if 
schism were to occur, ISKCON would con
tinue, no doubt. But if this reform movement 
shatters ISKCON into six or eight smaller 
movements, ISKCON will have lost a tre
mendous amount of potential—that is, 
preaching power.

With regards to New Vrindaban—This

is an example of the challenges which 
ISKCON faces. From my point of view I see 
that New Vrindaban has essentially operated 
independently for the last four or five years. 
When these things happen, it sets a model for 
schisms. And it sets a model for the inde
pendence of the guru that I think Prabhupada 
would have just been horrified to see.
IWR: What arc some of the unifying factors 
already present in ISKCON?
Shinn: First, there’s the deep Indian spiri
tuality to which ISKCON can always appeal. 
India is terribly important for the interna
tional movement because it provides a com
mon set of traditions, a common homeland, 
and a common meeting place. Also because 
all ISKCON temples can provide culture and 
religion to Indians living abroad, there is a 
sense of commonality.

Also, there is a legacy of cooperation 
through the institution of the GBC which 
began in the early 70s. I believe this is the 
most important singular hope for unity. The 
GBC is charged with providing not simply 
institutional government—secular govern
ment—but also spiritual guidance, to the 
whole of ISKCON.

The godbrothers and godsisters initiated 
by Prabhupada are also a strong force for 
unity. From the results of recent GBC meet
ings, I’d say that the disciples do understand 
Prabhupada’s vision for ISKCON. They 
must hold him up as a model for themselves 
and for the younger devotees who didn’t 
know him. Their guidance can provide a 
great unifying force also.
IWR: Do you think there’s anything that the 
leaders are overlooking in their search for 
stability?
Shinn: No. I sense as I talk to people in 
ISKCON that especially those in the reform 
movement really understand that primarily 
the crisis now is a spiritual crisis, it’s not 
simply a leadership crisis or a monetary cri
sis. Some people recognize that in effect, if 
every member of ISKCON were to chant his 
16 rounds each day and study the scriptures, 
and then meet and discuss these problems, 
the problems wouldn’t look nearly so large. 
IWR: Do you think that ISKCON will be
come a subject of interest to future scholars? 
Shinn: There’s already been a great deal of

attention given to the movement, but a lot 
depends on what happens. If ISKCON flies 
into many pieces, there certainly will be 
some studies done on “the demise of 
ISKCON,” but there won’t be as interesting 
a phenomenon to look at unless it remains an 
international movement

In the last chapter of my book I examine 
what really provides the attraction to Krishna 
Consciousness. I also consider what the anti
cult people say and so on, but my final con
clusion is different It seems to me that what 
really provides the attraction to Krishna is 
the same as what provides the attraction to 
worship any personal deity: a real sense of 
relationship with God which makes life 
meaningful, ordered, and organized. Re
searchers will want to understand such a 
faith if it is authentic and developing.
IW R: How would you describe the present 
health of the Hare Krishna Movement? 
Shinn: It’s an important question and one 
I’ve thought about a Io l  I  care very much 
about ISKCON, first because I consider it the 
first real representation of devotional Hindu
ism in the West. Second, due to my deep 
appreciation and commitment to my own 
Christian tradition, I respect the devotional 
traditions very much. Therefore I respect 
ISKCON and all of Gaudiya Vaishnavism.

It seems to me that some communities in 
ISKCON are very healthy and will likely 
prosper for many many years, regardless of 
what happens to the international movement 
For example, the movement in India will 
always have a chance of succeeding.

There are certain communities that have 
a greater opportunity for success than others. 
However, if there’s a general schism or 
upheaval, this causes a lot of doubt Doubt is 
the real challenge to faith. Faith is very frag
ile— that’s true in all religious movements, 
not just in ISKCON. Doubting is a natural 
part of the maturation process: you doubt and 
then you overcome your doubt, thus you 
mature in your faith.

If ISKCON were to loose its credibility 
from within—that is, when disciples within 
the movement no longer consider the 
movement’s leaders to have integrity—then 
I think the movement would be in trouble. I 
think this has occurred in some places but not 
everywhere.

So if you ask me what is the general 
health of ISKCON, it requires an answer that 
suggests that ISKCON is still quite healthy 
in some parts of the world and in others it is 
not. ISKCON is never a single organism, but 
really an organism made up of many parts. 
You can use the analogy of a body. Perhaps 
the head is sick, or a leg or arm is sick and 
other parts of the body are healthy. That’s the 
way I view ISKCON right now.

Wherever there are senior devotees who 
have strong faith, ISKCON is strong. Where 
there are a lot of young devotees who have 
doubts, or where there are senior devotees 
who feel their community is crumbling— 
there I think the movement is weak.

I think ISKCON is at a critical juncture 
in its history when no one is sure, either 
inside or outside the movement, which of the 
many options it will take. It is a troubled 
time, but I don’t think the recent controver
sies have really undermined the position of 
ISKCON in the world.

On the other hand, if schisms were to 
arise and the guru controversies were to 
become so rampant and so destructive as to 
cleave ISKCON off into many parts, it would 
probably go the way of the Gaudiya Math.

Depend on The ISKCON World Review 
for the latest on the 
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SALES/SERVICES
Stickers against meat, furs, vivisection, hunting, 
circuses, zoos. Forty samples for $2 and SASE. 
Anthony Shale, Box 25013, Los Angeles, CA 
90025.

Fabulous photos, tapes, magazines, catalogs of 
Krishna Consciousness “Down Under.” Featuring 
Deities in all centers, temples, devotees, festivals, 
programs, videos. Don’t be uninformed! Get the 
nectar. Write: Sydney Tape Ministry, Daksina 
dasa, G.P.O. Bo* 2329, Sydney, 2001, Australia. 
Tel.: 0011-61-2-9582748. 1SD direct.

The Secret Teachings o f  the Vedas is a bold new 
book and comprehensive study of Vedic knowl
edge with over 300 pages of information about the 
science of the soul, reincarnation, the source and 
compilation of the Vedas, Vedic teachings in the 
Bible, yoga systems, meditation, attaining libera
tion, personal God or impersonal force, why there 
is anything, qualifications of a spiritual master, and 
much more. Packed with quotes and verses con
firming everything discussed. Summarizes many 
important topics. Excellent for those needing 
ready notes and quotes for lectures, or home study 
course for temple correspondence programs, or 
additional gift shop item. For copies or informa
tion, write to: Sri Nandanandana, P.O. Box 15082, 
Detroit, MI 48215-0082.

Dramatic narrations with musical background 
by Amala-bhakta dasa about devotee saints and 
avalar as such as Chaitanya, Krishna, Prahlada, 
etc. For children and adults. $4.50 each. For free 
catalog send SASE to: Krishna Productions, 3305 
Cardiff Ave., D ept IWR-15, Los Angeles, CA 
90034.

Com puter typesetting— Let the publishers of 
The ISKCON World Review  handle all your type
setting needs. Prices are roughly half of what pro
fessional typesetters charge. Fast turn around. 
Send a self-addressed, stamped envelope for price 
list, or call (714) 494-0300.

Devotee Health Care: Lomasha Rishi dasa, acu
puncturist, who has successfully treated hundreds 
of devotees, including many GBCs and Temple 
Presidents throughout the ISKCON world, will be 
traveling in the U.S. this summer. If you would like 
him to visit your area, please write: c/o Indy 
Schneider, 502 Sugahara Building, Shinkawa 1- 
13-5, Chuo-ku, Tokyo Central, Japan 104. Cana
dian and foreign correspondence welcome.

Become trained in brahminical knowledge, quali
ties, and skills at the Vrindavana Institute for 
HigheT Education. Courses offered in Studying 
Srila Prabhupada's Books, Clear Thinking— 
Strong Speaking, Writing, Vaishnava Etiquette, 
and more. For information write to: Vrindavana 
Institute for Higher Education, c/o ISKCON Min
istry of Education, P.O. Box 400767, Brooklyn, 
NY 11240.

Transcendental Cassettes! Over 208 rare tapes- 
specializing in Vishnujana, Music of India, New 
Age, and Children’s. Free List. $1 sampler tapes. 
Mahi Bart a, P.O. Box 228, Badger, CA 93603.

K rishna-, Chaitanya-, and Prabhupada-lila T- 
shirts and puzzles. Many other New Age designs. 
Free catalog. Seeta-Rama Transfers, P.O. Box 
228, D ept I, Badger, CA 93603.

J  J .  Rama is now offering a nice selection of high 
quality incense; children’s books; Indian gift 
items; puja  items; and more for your devotional 
and social needs. Send a large SASE to: J.J. Rama, 
P.O. Box 146, Dept. I, Weed, CA 96094.

Brainwashing: A Russian textbook on the tech
niques of asserting dominion over the thoughts and 
loyalties of individuals and the masses, either sub
tly or by force. Leam why we must help our perse
cuted Godbrothers in Russia now. See first hand 
the shocking diabolical plan Communism has to 
crush religion in all free-thinking countries and 
how it is affecting us right now. More serious than 
“1984” because this is not fiction. Must-reading 
for anyone concerned with their own religious 
freedom. Send $8 ($10 non-U.S.) to: The World 
Relief Network, P.O. Box 15082, Detroit, MI 
48215-0082.

WANTED
Salesmen wanted! Large profits possible, no 
investment necessary. Send SASE for information 
IWT Company, Box 8566, Michigan City, IN 
46360.

Wanted— Ten 12- 15-year-old girls need aca
demic teacher. Contact Laxmimoni dasi (814) 
231-8129, or write 1610 W. College Ave., State 
College, PA 16801.

Old sari fabric needed to provide clothing for 
family. Mail to: Tsia-Suzanne Sullivan, 506-1/2 
W. 7th St., Sioux Falls, SD 57104.

FREE

Free Tulasi seeds to devoted souls. Send SASE to 
Duncan, R l l.B ox 15, BrynmoreRd., New Egypt, 
NJ 08533.

Classified Ad Prices:
$.50 per word for a regular listing; 
$.75 per word for boxed listing. Send 
your ad, with payment to:
IWR Classified Ads, P.O. Box 4859, 
Laguna Beach, CA 92652.

Display Ads Are Available:
Write for information.

G o u r  T r a v e l s
Domestic & International Travelers 

India— Europe— Far East
Prassannatma dasa 

1135 Opal St., San Diego, CA 92109 
(619) 272-9792 or (800) 367-4313 

Professional service at no extra cost

Bhakti, the story of a young Hare 
Krishna devotee, is available in the

Become an ISKCON World Review Sustainer!
The monthly publication of The ISKCON World Review depends on temples 

and individuals who have pledged to give monthly contributions of $25, $50, 
$100, or more. If you believe that ISKCON needs the forum of communication 
represented by this newspaper, please make a pledge today.

You may send your entire pledge at one time or use the coupon below to 
set up electronic fund transfers from your bank. Just specify the amount you 
wish to give each month and enclose a check for your first donation. All 
contributions to The ISKCON World Review are tax-deductible, and at the end 
of the year IWR will mail you a receipt for all of your donations.

ISKCON  
World Review  
Monthly Mem
bership Plan

This stub is for your 
records. Thank you 
for your support.

I hereby authorize 
my bank to charge 
my account each 
month and pay The 
ISKCON World Re
view  the amount 
shown below.

Amount per month:

$ _____________

Date signed:

ISKCON World Review 
Monthly Membership Plan
I hereby authorize my bank to charge my account each 
month and pay The ISKCON World Review  the amount 
shown below.

Amount per month: $ __________

Name:

Address:

City:. State: ZIP:

Signature:.

Date signed:.

Please enclose a check for your first month’s contribution. 
Thank you for your support of The ISKCON World Review. 
Indicate preferred date to withdraw funds:

□  5th □  20th

Call LIVE! “Locaters of Information for Vegetar
ian Education,” an information and referral service 
run by the East Tennessee Vegetarian Society. 1- 
800-548-3438. InsideTennessee: (615) 588-7700. 
Send inquiries to: P.O. Box 854, Knoxville, TN 
37901.

To a good home— Holstein milker, 2-1/2-year- 
old, named Pritha. Correspond with Ron Conroy, 
R.R. W ark worth, Ontario, K0K 3K0, Canada.

New Publication: 
VEDIC ASTROLOGY

Leam the secrets of casting the 
Vedic Horoscope. Sections include: 
Basics of the Horoscope, Interpre
tive Techniques, Predictive Tech
niques and Summary Studies.

Numerous charts, diagrams, and 
detailed instructions on how to 
calculate and interpret a chart.

Send $12 to: Tom Hopke 
(Nalini-kanta), 3125 Canfield Ave., 
Los Angeles, CA 90034.

i j .o .  r c u c u  iu i u m u i i i i  ui iu  g iv e  <xs
gifts. Contact the 
Ministry of Educa
tion, P.O. Box 
400767, Brooklyn,
NY 11240, for 
more information.

I m m e d i a t e l y  A v a i l a b l e !
New publication from the Bhakti- 
vedanta Institute— a must for spiri-
tual practitioners:
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A translation of portions of various 
Puranas dealing with the history and 
importance of Ekadasi.
Send for your copy today. Hardbound 
only: $10. Please add $1.75 shipping in 
U.S.; $4 overseas parcel post or airmail 
to Canada; $5.50 for overseals airmail. 
(Discount for 10 copies or more: $9 ea.) 
Make checks payable to: Alvin Marsden, 
625 Griffith Way, Laguna Beach, CA 
92651. Tel.: (714) 497-4904.

A n i m a l s .  D o  t h e y  m a t t e r ?

m
m
m

An exciting nev̂  movement is taking 
a hard look at the way we treat 
animals Whether you consider 
yourself an animal rights activist, 
or simply one who cares about 
animals, you are a participant in 
the animal rights movement a 
massive, broad-based effort where

Ten issues per year— 56 pages and

people are pushing for change— 
and winning—on many fronts.
Now with just one magazine. The 
ANIMALS’ AGENDA, you can 
touch base on all the issues, and 
learn how people and organiza
tions are making animal rights one 
of the major concerns of the1980's 

mm /«v i^ rfw s»  • 
growing!! ^ £ * ; i

□  Y E S , Sign me up for The ANIMALS' AGENDA. f i U M E
1 yr $1800 C 2 yrs $3350 f 3 yrs $4500 *

Name 

Street. 

City _ State --- Zip

* * * * *

i l l
Mail check and coupon to The AN IM ALS' AGENDA PO Box 5234 Westport, CT 06881
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Non-Profit Organization
BULK RATE 

U.S. POSTAGE
PAID

SANTA ANA, CA 
ZIP Code 92799 
Permit No. 620

Quotes from University Press of America Reader’s Report:

"This manuscript is a significant scholarly work which will help Western readers 
understand the deep spiritual faith of Hindu-Vaishnavism, especially the Hare 
Krishna people . . . .  this work shows that the Vaishnava religious tradition is as 
authentic as any other genuine religious movement..

"The Vaishnava-Chaitanya faith is presented here in the fictional dialogue form of 
Plato. It is like Hermann Hesse’s Magister Ludi and Siddhartha. The author has 
succccded exceedingly well in his undertaking. I pay him the highest compliments.”

8-1/2" x 11"; $14.90 paper, $28.90 cloth; 405 pages 
Published by University Press of America, Inc.

Order from your local bookstore or direct from Nrsimha dasa, 
5211 Warm Springs Rd., Houston, TX 77035 

Mail orders: make check or money order payable to Nicholas Stewart.

At last! A spiritual n o v e l. . .

THE WAY OF VAISNAVA SAGES
b y Nrsimha dasa Adhikari

Take a Journey to Medieval South India . . .  
via transcendental sound.

“Possibly this is the first Krishna conscious novel published since 
liliaktivinode Thakura’s Jaiva Dharma. An old tradition is revived

“This book will be very popular—general readers will also appreciate the 
intriguing story and settings.” — Krishna Balarama Swami

A D D R ESS CO RRECTIO N  R EQ U EST ED

“Embedding the philosophy of Krishna Consciousness in a captivating story is 
not a new idea. This very effective preaching format was used by ancient sages 
and more recently by Bhaktivinode Thakura. Such literature is very valuable for 
spreading Krishna Consciousness in Kalt-yuga. The Way ofVaisnava Sages is a 
valuable addition in this line.” — Dravida dasa Brahmachari (B B T editor)

The International Society for 
Krishna Consciousness 
of Laguna Beach, Inc. (ISKCON) 
The ISKCON World Review 
P.O. Box 4859 
Laguna Beach, CA 92652
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Interview With Ravindra-svarupa:

‘GBC Should Chanting Soviet Krishnas Test
Abandon Elitism’ Gorbachev’s Policy of Openness

Ravindra-svarupa dasa, one of a new gen
eration of Governing Body Commissioners, 
believes that the GBC must abandon elitism 
if it is to gain credibility and unify ISKCON.

As a prolific essayist, his outspoken pa
pers on ISKCON’s ecclesiastical affairs 
helped solidify a reform movement within 
the organization. The reformers emphasize 
spiritual purity in management.

Last March in Mayapur, Ravindra- 
svarupa was elected to the GBC, and his 
zonal responsibilities include the temples in 
Detroit and Philadelphia, and the Gita-nagari 
farm in central Pennsylvania. He lias been 
initiating disciples since 1986.

Over the years, Ravindra-svarupa has 
authored many devotional essays and stories, 
many of which have been published under 
the title Encounters With the Lord o f the 
Universe (Gita-nagari Press). These articles 
appeared in Back to Godhead magazine, 
where he served as a contributing editor. He 
has a Ph.D. in Philosophy from Temple 
University and taught school before joining 
the movement In the following interview, he 
discusses some of his views on the GBC.

IWR: What were the most outstanding re
sults of the last GBC meeting in Mayapur? 
Ravindra-svarupa: For one thing, resolu
tions were passed to establish a single stan
dard of formalities regarding the guru—the 
worship, treatment, seats, and so on. The 
rules that we’ve set up facilitate a model of 
ISKCON in which there are many temples, 
and in many temples there are many gurus, 
many godbrothers, and many disciples, all 
living together peacefully . It was 
Prabhupada’s vision that ISKCON would be 
an international movement of people cooper
ating together to spread Lord Chaitanya’s 
glories all over the world, and the GBC is 
working to establish this.

Another significant thing at this year’s 
meeting was that a 50-man committee was 
allowed to evaluate each GBC man. This 

continued on page 6

MOSCOW—Hare Krishna devotees here 
tested the limits of Soviet glasnost (openness) 
when they chanted in the streets for 40 days 
without incident. This is the first time in 
history that devotees have chanted in public in 
the Soviet Union.

They began July 9, opening day of the Fes
tival of India, and chanted every night until 
Aug. 17, when 15 devotees were arrested 
and charged with Article 193 of the Soviet 
Administrative Code, forbidding public reli
gious observances.

After being detained at the militia head
quarters for 15 minutes, the devotees were re
leased, but warned not to do it again. They 
said they would go back to the street to walk 
and talk to people, but agreed not to chant.

General Secretary Mikhail Gorbachev has 
advocated greater freedom of information 
and expression almost from the time he took 
office on March 11,1985. It is only in the last 
year that his campaign has become institu
tionalized and political analysis worldwide 
are watching to see if his policy is sincere.

The freedom granted to Hare Krishnas has 
become a sort of weather vane by which to 
judge the extent of reforms. An article in The 
Washington Post (Aug. 19), said the chanting 
Hare Krishnas were “perhaps the most ex
traordinary phenomenon of all” to appear on

JWtK
Soviet Hare Krishnas chant freely in Moscow during the Festival of India.

the streets of Moscow, in what the Post calls 
the “glasnost summer.”

Besides internal reforms, support from 
organizations like the Committee to Free 
Soviet Hare Krishnas (CFSHK) and Amnesty 
International have helped the devotees to be 
more bold about their beliefs and practices.

According to one member of the CFSHK, 
“We can see that Krishna Consciousness is a 
force that cannot be stopped. Prabhupada 
only went to Russia once, and now there are 
2,000 devotees there [350 initiated] and many

thousands of books in circulation.”
On September 15, the CFSHK will protest 

the abuse of the devotees still imprisoned in 
hospitals, labor camps, and prisons. Demon
strations will occur simultaneously in front of 
Soviet embassies in major cities around the 
world. Activities will include picketing, con
gregational chanting, and distribution of in
formation about the treatment of followers of 
Krishna in the USSR.

Editor's note: Please see back cover an
nouncement on the Sept. 15 demonstration.

A u s s i e  P a r a d e  F l o a t  W i n s  A w a r d

Ravindra-svarupa, reform advocate.

The Mayor’s Award for the most enter
taining float at the 1987 Moombha Parade 
went to the Hare Krishna devotees for their 
entry, “Triumph of Lord Rama.” This was 
the second time the Melbourne devotees 
placed in this annual parade.

The float this year portrayed the battle of 
Lanka from the classical Vedic literature, 
Ramayana. Lord Rama, Krishna’s green in
carnation, waged war with Ravana in order 
to rescue his devoted wife Sita, whom the 
Hydra-headed demon-king had kidnapped 
and held hostage.

Lord Rama (portrayed by Temple Presi
dent Balarama dasa) and His brother Laksh- 
mana (Manu dasa), along with an army of 
monkey soldiers, start their float-borne battle 
with Ravana. Lord Rama fires an arrow into 
the heart of the demon, whose heads and 
arms twist from side-to-side as he roars in 
agony (from a recording broadcast through 
loudspeakers). Armed with swords, clubs, 
axes, and large boulders, the monkey soldiers 
engage Ravana’s troops, on and all around 
the float. Meanwhile, Sita (Mohini-devi 
dasi), held at the back of the float by two 
trident-bearing witches, waits helplessly for 
Lord Rama to win the battle and rescue her.

After the parade, devotees distributed 
10,000 packets of popcorn offered to 
Krishna, and 30,000 books and magazines to 
people who came to see the float. Hundreds

wanted a snapshot of their friend or relative 
standing beside Lakshmana and Ravana.

Meanwhile at a reception in the Mel
bourne Town Hall, the Lord Mayor of Mel
bourne, Councilor Huggard, presented a sil
ver trophy cup to Balarama dasa and Float

Production Manager Bhakta dasa. A crew of 
devotees worked three months to prepare the 
float for the March 9 parade.

Special thanks to Amogha dasa fo r  his pho
tos and report on this event.

The Melbourne devotees’ award-winning float: ‘Triumph of Lord Rama.”
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Moscow Chanting Heralds Golden Age
The August 19 Washington Post report on the public Hare Krishna chant

ing in Moscow poses it as a bellwether of Mikhail Gorbachev’s liberal
ization of Soviet society. In this glasnost summer, however, the continued 
imprisonment of some two-dozen Krishna followers in hospitals and labor 
camps is a glaring contradiction of the new Soviet mood.

Protests by U.S. ISKCON members on behalf of their imprisoned 
godbrothers and godsisters are planned for the middle of this month. The 
demonstrations will take place outside the Soviet embassy in Washington, 
D.C., and in prominent cities like Los Angeles.

Coordinated by the Committee to Free Soviet Hare Krishnas and the 
ISKCON Ministry of Public Affairs, the events are planned to bring inter
national media attention to the plight of the devotees and underscore the 
contradiction in Soviet policy. We encourage your support of and participa
tion in these important events.

Analysts of Soviet affairs differ on the future course of Gorbachev’s 
reforms. Some are extremely hopeful and foresee an eventual convergence 
of the Soviet system with Western social values. Others believe that this 
“summer of liberalization” will lead to a winter crackdown by hardliners 
within the Communist Party and Gorbachev’s ouster. Still others claim that 
the Soviet leader’s social and economic reforms are fakery— a treacherous 
public relations campaign.

Devotees are hopeful that Gorbachev is genuine. After all, he is now 
quoting Bhagavad-gita. But one thing is certain. The Soviet devotees’ 
public chanting in Moscow is a gigantic step forward in the fulfillment of 
Lord Chaitanya’s prophecy that the holy name of Lord Krishna will sound 
in every town and village. Despite the fact that police gave a stem warning 
after five weeks and banned the activity, the movement in the USSR has 
truly come out of the closet. Repeat performances will not be easily denied.

The IWR’s Multifaceted Editorial Purpose
It is with great pleasure that the ISKCON World Review presents this 

month’s interview with Ravindra-svarupa dasa, a new member of the GBC. 
Ravindra became prominent over the last several years by publishing and 
distributing papers on the state of ISKCON and the need for a revitalized 
leadership. His articulate and heartfelt analyses and recommendations led to 
his appointment this past March.

In many ways Ravindra’s rise to a position of a GBC is a sign of renewal 
in ISKCON— a sign that is springing up all over the place these days.

The fact that the IWR is able to publish viewpoints that two years ago 
were considered too controversial and overly critical of the status quo is 
also an encouraging sign. Scholars of both government and journalism have 
long propagated the idea that a truly vital society includes a free and re
sponsible press.

The IWR is an offical publication of the movement under the auspices of 
the GBC Ministry of Public Affairs. The Ministry acknowledges a diversity 
of opinion within ISKCON and attempts to report on ISKCON events with 
objectivity. We believe that the interests of the movement and the GBC are 
best served by a publication that informs its members with as much accu
racy and balance as possible. We believe our readers deserve to take a 
healthy look at ISKCON— through the telescope of the public media, in the 
mirror of public opinion, and under the microscope of insider “critics.” 
Simultaneously the IWR continues to report ISKCON’s successes and the 
spreading of Krishna Consciousness. We hope you’ll stay tuned, and that 
you’ll continue to inform us about what you think.

Dear Editors,
It was with great pleasure and satisfaction 

that I perused the second issue of “the new 
ISKCON World Review.”

I fully support your recent editorial policy 
changes; changes which allow aspiring 
devotees everywhere to understand exactly 
what’s going on in Srila Prabhupada’s great 
ISKCON. No longer need we be disturbed by 
remarks like, “Did you see what Rolling 
Stone did to us on the New Vrindaban is
sue?,” etc. Better to get the facts straight 
from the horse’s mouth, so to speak. Let’s 
put an end to the speculation and rumors.

Just as His D ivine Grace Srila 
Prabhupada presented Bhagavad-Gita As It 
Is, let us—even if it may be painful at 
times—present ISKCON as it is. Only in an 
atmosphere of honesty, love, and trust can 
ISKCON survive and prosper.

Your decision to make the IWR some
thing more than puffery and propaganda is 
commendable. Keep up the good work. 
Yours, Maharudra dasa 
Hillsborough, North Carolina

Editors note: Maharudra helped establish the 
ISKCON World Review in 1981 and served 
as chief editor until 1984. He also served 
with the editorial board that produced Search 
fo r Liberation, Who Are They?, Coming 
Back, Chant and Be Happy, and Atma. He is 
currently researching future books based on 
the lectures of Srila Prabhupada.

Dear Editors,
I ’ m concerned and totally perplexed about 

the situation in New Vrindaban. I would 
appreciate your giving coverage to the exact 
reasons for Kirtanananda Swami’s expulsion 
and also his answer to same. Perhaps this was 
already covered in a previous issue, but I did 
not receive it. Could you send me any back 
issues on this matter?

I’m concerned about the rift in ISKCON 
and would love to see all devotees working 
together harmoniously.
Sincerely, Diane Blanc, New York, N.Y.

Editors reply: Last year IWR printed several 
major articles about the New Vrindaban situ
ation: “Grand Jury Investigation Com
mences” (Oct), “CBS Evening News Host 
Dan Rather Downs Hare Krishna Movement” 
(Nov.), and “West Virginia Jury Convicts 
Drescher” (Dec.); we assure you that we will 
continue to cover the situation.

In the meantime, IWR offers a packet of 
documents detailing the reasons for the 
GBC’s decision. The packet includes the 
exact wording of the GBC resolution, the

GBC’s official explanation for the expulsion, 
an ISKCON International Ministry of Public 
Affairs news release, a GBC letter to all 
devotees, and several news articles. All read
ers interested in knowing ISKCON’s official 
position in this matter are encouraged to re
quest the packet.

Please send SI (U.S. S2 airmail outside 
North America) to cover photocopying costs 
and postage, along with your name and ad
dress to: the ISKCON World Review, P.O. 
Box 1487, Culver City, CA 90232. The infor
mation will be forwarded immediately.

Dear Editors,
Hare Krishna. Great to see IWR again. 

Your willingness to cover controversy means 
less “advertising” and more journalism. 
That’s what IWR is supposed to be and we 
readers have nothing to lose but our illusions.

Looking forward to an increasingly vital 
IWR, yours,
Suresvara dasa, Gita-nagari, Pennsylvania

Dear IWR,
I am so glad you are publishing again and 

in the same newspaper format. You do a 
unique service for the devotees. Your service 
is different than the Back to Godhead, which 
is a preaching tool.

I also hope you will be fair in your treat
ment of the guru issue and other problems we 
are facing. I have devotee friends from differ
ent camps on this issue but I hope and pray to 
Sri Krishna and Srila Prabhupada that we will 
remain united.
Thank-you, Jeffrey Hedrick 
Manhattan, Kansas

Dear IWR,
I’m glad that the ISKCON World Review 

is back in businss. I ’ve read your two editori
als (IWR 7.1) and I believe that an “open 
view” policy is necessary for ISKCON to 
survive. Let me know if there’s anything I can 
do to help.
Regards, Amie Weiss, Ph.D.
Culver City, California

L etters  P o licy
Letters to the editor are encouraged on any 

topic relating to the Krishna Consciousness 
Movement. It is the policy of the ISKCON 
World Review to allow all sides of an issue to 
be fairly represented. Should there be several 
letters taking the same position on a subject, 
IWR will print a representative sampling for 
its readers. Letters may be edited for length or 
clarity, but care is taken to avoid changing the 
intent of the writer.

Sankirtan Report
Every temple was requested to send book dis
tribution results, but so far these are the only 
figures received. All scores will be printed, so 
please send them as soon as possible. 
Bolivia: 31 Maha-big, 158 Pocket, 2,293 
Medium, 5,499 Small, 125 Magazines. Top 
distributors: Mathuresha, Garbobas dasa. 
Costa Rica: 60 Maha-big, 15 Big, 3,000 
Semi-big, 70,000 Pocket, 1,000 Magazines & 
Pamphlets. Top distributors: Bhakta Foibio, 
Gopinatha dasa, Giridhari dasa.
El Salvador: 10,017 Big, 18,020 Pocket, 
100,400 Mag. & Pamphlets. Top distributors: 
Ayodhya dasa, Bk. Julio, Bk. Jaime.

Heidelberg, W. Germany: 16,160 Maha- 
big, 27,658 Big, 2,381 Medium. Top distribu
tors: Antaranga-juhli dasa, Bk. Boris, Gaura- 
vani dasa.
Lima, Peru: 100 Big, 200 Pocket, 50,000 
Medium, 5,000 Magazines & Pamphlets. Top 
distributors: Madhuhari dasa, Ananta Sri 
dasa, Bk. Jaime
Malaysia: 3,400 Maha-big, 3,098 Big, 1,513 
Semi-big, 1,387 Pocket, 8,998 Medium, 
22,590 Small, and 21,371 Magazines & 
Pamphlets.
M ontreal, Canada: 37 Maha-big, 300 Me
dium, 24,000 Magazines & Pamphlets.
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French Farm Threatened by Financial Crisis

Srila Prabhupada, surrounded by disciples at Lucay-le-Male in 1976.

N. American GBC 
Adopts 5-Year Plan
DALLAS, Tex.—The North American GBC 
met here August 8 and 9 and adopted a provi
sional five-year master plan for ISKCON 
North America.

The first goal of the plan is to “establish 
widespread book distribution from all 
temples, without adverse legal, financial, or 
public relations repercussions.” This provi
sion will ensure an “established, strong, and 
healthy BBT.”

The plan encourages temples to raise 
funds solely through book distribution, 
prasadam  sales, sales of devotional items, 
and congregational donations.

Massive prasadam distribution through 
Hare Krishna Food for Life and a chain of 
restaurants are two of the proposed five-year 
goals.

The North American GBC hopes to in
crease the public’s understanding of 
ISKCON as a cultural movement which is 
improving the quality of life in America. 
They hope to inspire the support of the Indian 
community and improve guest facilities, giv
ing visitors facility to live with devotees.

Furthermore, the GBC has restated Srila 
Prabhupada’s requirement of a high standard 
of spiritual practices in all ISKCON centers. 
The importance of establishing a national 
legal headquarters and strengthening the 
Ministry of Justice were also emphasized.

Besides adopting the five-year plan, the 
NAGBC commissioned a group of senior 
devotees to research specific questions of 
Vaishnava tradition. For example, one of the 
questions under consideration is: “When a 
disciple of a fallen guru takes full shelter of 
Srila Prabhupada, what is his relationship 
with Srila Prabhupada’s initiated disciples? 
When can he initiate?”

The researchers were requested to present 
their conclusions in time for the annual 
MayapurGBC meeting.

LUCAY-LE-MALE—ISKCON’s first ma
jor project in France is in jeopardy and could 
be lost However, a newly-formed commit
tee, the ISKCON Property Crisis Trust Fund, 
hopes to raise the necessary funds to pre
serve the property.

“If we can save Lucay-le-Male, it could 
be a turning point for ISKCON,” says Ad- 
vaita Acharya dasa, of the trust fund. “This is 
ar. opportunty for the leaders of ISKCON to 
cooperate on an international level,” he said.

The Lucay-le-Male property, commonly 
known as New Mayapur, is located about 
180 miles from Paris—a castle on 250 acres 
of land. Srila Prabhupada visited in the sum
mer of 1976 and praised the devotees’ work 
very highly and personally installed the 
Krishna-Balarama Deities.

Seemingly Hopeless

A July 6,1987 emergency proposal to the 
GBC called for the removal of the Lucay-le- 
Male Deities to Southern France and closure 
of the temple. Upon examination of the fi
nancial aspects, however, the newly-formed 
Property Crisis Trust Fund found that the 
situation could still be saved.

At an international BBT meeting in 
Stockholm, Sweden, the 13 GBCs present 
unanimously voted to try to save Lucay-le- 
Male. Advaita Acharya has volunteered to 
solicit pledges from GBC members and fi-

Aerial view of the Lucay-le-Male temple.

nancially independent ISKCON members 
for this purpose.

Last Instruction
Upon his departure from the world, Srila 

Prabhupada asked his disciples to try to pre
serve what he had built. From the early years, 
he frequently instructed not to let temples 
close. “I have already explained that once a 
temple is opened it cannot be closed,” he 
wrote to one disciple. He said: “When we 
open a temple, we are inviting Krishna. So 
you can’t say to Krishna, ‘go away’. . .  it is 
an insult.”

In a July 28 letter to all GBC members, 
GBC Chairman Hridayananda Swami called 
Lucay-le-Male “one of the most important 
and famous projects in the world.” Hriday
ananda further stated, “Prabhupada would do

everything possible to save this project and 
we cannot simply lie down in despair be
cause. . .  dangers exist.”

The plan to save the property includes a 
commitment from all GBC men to one or 
more of the following: first, to personally 
visit Lucay-le-Male to inspire the devotees, 
to raise funds to help purchase the property 
and keep it from being repossessed, and to 
supply manpower to Lucay-le-Male for ex
tended periods. The long-term goal is to 
create a self-sufficient economy.

“Many questions still need to be an
swered, particularly legal ones,” says Ad
vaita Acharya. “But we must try. I believe 
that all obstacles, no matter how difficult, 
can be overcome if we act sincerely in a 
Krishna conscious way to carry out Srila 
Prabhupada’s instructions.”

Drescher Awarded 
Sannyasa in Prison
MOUNDS VILLE, W.Va.— Kirtanananda 
Swami, leader of New Vrindaban, recently 
awarded the order of sannyasa to convicted 
murderer Thomas Drescher inside the maxi- 
mum-security prison here.

Drescher, now known to followers of 
Kirtanananda as “Tirtha Swami,” was sen
tenced to life in prison last December for the 
1983 murder of Charles St. Denis (Chakra- 
varti dasa). Drescher currently awaits extra
dition to Los Angeles, where he will stand 
trial for the May 1986 killing of Steven 
Bryant (Sulochana dasa).

According to a July 10 United Press In
ternational report, Drescher asked the 
Marshall County prosecutor to dismiss the 
charges against him on the grounds that all of 
his sins would be eradicated when he as
sumed the sannyasa title.

“It makes a mockery of the order of san
n yasa” ISKCON representatives told the 
media. “Sannyasa is supposed to be the high
est platform of spiritual life.”

Kirtanananda Swami was expelled from 
ISKCON in March of this year for his refusal 
to cooperate with the GBC.

Book Review: First Krishna Conscious Novel
By Uddhava dasa

The Way ofVaisnava Sages, by N.S. Nara- 
simha. University Press of America, Inc., 
Lanham, MD, 1987. 405 pages; $14.90 
softbound; $28.90 hardbound. Available by 
mail from the author or by ordering through 
a bookstore.

Using the pen-name “N.S. Narasimha,” 
Nrisimha dasa is the first ISKCON devotee 
to publish a Krishna conscious novel. The 
book is set in medieval India shortly after 
Lord Chaitanya’s disappearance.

Nrisimha states in the preface that The 
Way ofVaisnava Sages is based on ancient 
palm-leaf notes ascribed to a medieval south 
Indian sage, Vishnu-vijaya Swami. The 
novel that he has produced, however, seems 
to owe as much of its substance to recent 
Vaishnava history as to medieval history.

The story line bears similarities to 
Hesse’s Magisler Ludi, about a young 
seeker’s search for truth. The action-packed 
backdrop is a dispute over the destruction of 
sacred forests to make way for spice planta
tions and trade with the Portuguese. Vijaya, 
the errant son of a wealthy south Indian

devotee-landowner, meets Abhinanda, the 
leader of an ashram founded by one of Lord 
Chaitanya’s direct disciples, Govinda dasa 
Babaji. Vijaya advances in devotional serv
ice under the guidance of Abhinanda. 
Peaceful spiritual life is interrupted, how
ever, when the devotees become involved 
with the land dispute. The powerful Go
vinda dasa Babaji is an elderly Prabhupada- 
like figure, soon to leave his fledgling 
movement and return to the spiritual world.

The author develops his characters 
very well, but their often artificial voices, 
including quotes and paraphrases of Srila 
Prabhupada, Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati, 
and BhaktivinodeThakura, are a somewhat 
stilted device.

I did find The Way ofVaisnava Sages a 
good read, but the typographical errors— 
sometimes at the rate of several per page— 
were a constant annoyance.

Readers unfamiliar with Sanskrit 
words and names, and the principles of 
Vaishnava philosophy, may require ex
traordinary effort to get through the 400 
pages. However, depending on the success 
of University Press of America’s marketing 
efforts, many readers may be a “captive au

dience” of college and graduate school stu
dents, who are sure to make advancement 
by getting a complete rundown on the 
Krishna Consciousness philosophy.

I think every literary-minded devotee 
should read Nrisimha’s book. Despite the 
flaws, it is actually a remarkable achieve
ment. Now at work on his second book, 
Nrisimha has the makings of a first-rate 
novelist, and at age 36, many years left in 
which to honor the Lord with his craft.

The book’s author (right) at the Adi 
Kesava Temple in Tiruvatar, India.
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N e w s B r i e f s
C h r i s t c h u r c h ,  N e w  Z e a la n d

The worldwide total for Hare Krishna 
restaurants approaches 50 with the opening 
of the Christchurch “Gopal’s.” This is the 
second Gopal’s in New Zealand and already 
has a large clientele. Before the devotees 
were there, it was a vegetarian restaurant 
callcd Natural Habit, which moved to a 
larger facility across town. The new incarna
tion has already received several reviews.

Auckland hosted its third annual Ratha- 
yatra in conjunction with the citv Picsta Pa
rade, drawing many thousands of people. 
The two day event featured a carnival with 
“Hare Krishna Rock” from i\am^>i Swami, 
classical Indian dancing, women s bhajanas, 
face painting, a boutique, and prasadam  and 
book distribution.

M ilan , I ta ly

New Age science magazine BioEnergia 
features a regular column by devotee Gi- 
tamriia-dcvi dasi, entitled “Un Gusto Supcri
ore,” or “The Higher Taste.” In a typical 
column she may write about Krishna Con
sciousness, vegetarianism, and the local 
vegetarian restaurants.

In another publication for schoolchildren, 
La Costituzione Della Repubblica Italiana 
[The Constitution of the Italian Republic], 
devotees appear in several of the drawings. 
The first shows various Italian citizens at a 
variety of activities and includes a Krishna 
devotee playing a drum. The caption refers to 
article three of the Italian constitution, pro
hibiting discrimination based on religion, 
race, language, political affiliation, and sex. 
Another drawing shows representatives from 
various faiths: a rabbi, a Sikh, a priest, etc., 
and a Hare Krishna monk. The caption ex
plains that article eight provides equal treat
ment of all religious faiths. A third drawing 
shows two devotees dressed in robes passing 
out books and prasadam  at a parade. The 
caption refers readers to articles 17-20, pro
viding free cultural and religious expression.

“The appearance of this brochure is a 
testimony to the movement’s acceptance by 
Italian society,” says Mukunda Goswami, 
minister of public affairs for ISKCON.

“Devotees have worked hard to achieve 
this success over the last decade. The public 
affairs department, headed by Gaura- 
Krishna dasa, and Radio Krishna Centrale, 
headed by Krishna Chaitanya dasa, have 
worked to crcatc a positive public image for 
the movement.”

At last! A spiritual n o v e l. . .

THE WAY OF VAISNAVA SAGES
b y  Nrsimha dasa Adhikari

Take a Journey to Medieval South India . . .  
via transcendental sound.

“Possibly this is the first Krishna conscious novel published since 
Bhaktivinode Thakura’s Jaiva Dharma. An old tradition is revived.’

“This book will be very popular—general readers will also appreciate the 
intriguing story and settings.” — Krishna Balarama Swami

“Embedding the philosophy of Krishna Consciousness in a captivating story is 
not a new idea. This very effective preaching format was used by ancient sages 
and more recently by Bhaktivinode Thakura. Such literature is very valuable for 
spreading Krishna Consciousness in Kali-yuga. The Way ofVaisnava Sages is a 
valuable addition in this line.” —Dravida dasa Brahmachari (BBT editor)

Quotes from University Press of America Reader’s Report:

“This manuscript is a significant scholarly work which will help Western readers 
understand the deep spiritual faith of Hindu-Vaishnavism, especially the Hare 
Krishna people . . . .  this work shows that the Vaishnava religious tradition is as 
authentic as any other genuine religious movement.. . ”

"The Vaishnava-Chaitanya faith is presented here in the fictional dialogue form of 
Plato. It is like Hermann Hesse’s M agister Ludi and Siddhartha. The author has 
succeeded exceedingly well in his undertaking. I pay him the highest compliments.”

405 pages; $14.90 paper, $28.90 cloth.
Published by University Press of America, Inc.

Order from your local bookstore or direct from Nrisimha dasa, 
P.O. Box 1056, Belleville, TX 77418 

Mail orders: make check or money order payable to Nicholas Stewart.

Young festivalgoers enjoy the Auckland, New Zealand Ratha-yatra festival.

N ew  Y o rk , NY

Food for the Spirit by 
Satyaraja dasa traces vege
tarianism through the history 
of the world religions. The 
book, published by Bala 
Books, has become an over
night success, selling 5,000 
copies in health food stores 
and bookstores throughout 
the U.S. It has received re
views in Vegetarian Times,
On the Issues, The Jewish Kurma dasa prepares burfi at the I TV cooking set.
Vegetarian, G ood Eating,
Balance Magazine, Animals 
Agenda, Ahimsa News, The 
Animals' Voice and numer
ous other magazines.

Following the book’s re
lease, Satyaraja was invited to 
talk about it on WBAI-FM 
radio (New York); he also 
hosted a promotional book- 
signing at the B. Dalton book
store in Miami, Florida. It was 
the first autographing of a 
book on vegetarianism at a 
major bookstore chain. While 
Food for the Spirit is Satya- 
raja’s first major publication, he has many 
articles and essays to his credit and fre- 
quendy contributes to Back to Godhead.

M o n te r r e y ,  M e x ic o

Full color photos of Hridayananda Go
swami and Srila Prabhupada appeared on the 
front page of the Comunidad newspaper 
after Hridayananda visited in June. The ac
companying article, based on an interview 
with Hridayananda (GBC chairman), speaks 
about the principles, philosophy, and inter
national nature of the Krishna Consciousness 
Movement. Hridayananda was also inter
viewed by local TV and radio reporters.

A t la n t ic  C ity , N e w  J e r s e y

This city’s third annual Ratha-yatra was 
held here July 18, sponsored by the Philadel
phia temple. The parade culminated in a fes
tival at John F. Kennedy Plaza, where books 
and prasadam  were distributed. Festival 
goers had a chance to stroll through exhibits 
and talk to devotees.

An article, appeared the following day in 
the religion section of the Atlantic City Sun-

Devotees of South Africa distribute free food in this van.

day Press, praising the devotees for maturing 
in recent years. Based on an interview with 
Rupa-manohara dasa, the reporter explained 
the benefits of vegetarianism, and described 
the movement’s Vedic origin. The full-page 
article included four large photos taken at the 
festival.

C u p e r t in o ,  C a l i fo rn ia

Steven Jobs, co-founder of Apple Com
puter, was once a follower of the Hare 
Krishna Movement, according to an article 
in the July issue of California Business. IWR 
does not have any first-hand information to 
verify this, but several years ago Time maga
zine also mentioned that Jobs regularly ate 
lunch at the ISKCON temple that used to be 
in Portland, Oregon.

Jobs pioneered the personal computer 
and made more than $200 million by the time 
he was 25. Apple Computer manufactures 
the Macintosh computer, now used to 
produce the ISKCON World Review  (thanks 
Steve). Jobs was later caught in a power 
struggle with Apple president John Sculley 
and was ultimately removed as chairman of 
Apple in 1986.
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Italian devotee has a monthly column.

This drawing illustrates Articles 17-20 of 
the Italian constitution.

Satyaraja autographs his books in Miami.

L o n d o n ,  E n g la n d

London has come up with its own answer 
to illegally parked vehicles: clamping. A 
metal boot is attached to the wheel of the 
violating car, preventing it from driving 
away. Many Londoners are opposed to the 
clamping and when the Hare Krishna Food 
for Life van was clamped last June, it made 
headlines in the London Daily News, the 
London Times, and the Daily Telegraph. 
Articles like, “Clampers Halt Meals Van,” 
and “Clamping Goes Crazy,” tell the story of 
the incident. “Two hundred homeless people 
went without food last night when a wheel- 
clamping team immobilized a meals delivery 
van,” a London Daily News story begins.

It explains how, three hours and a £37 
fine later, all the food was ruined. Devotee 
Dharmavidya dasa told reporters, ‘The atti
tude of the clamping crew was totally with
out compassion. They knew exactly what I 
was doing, but they just didn’t care.”

A priest of the Russian Catholic Ortho
dox church recently visited the temple in 
Santa Cruz to find out more about the reli
gion. Arriving on horseback, wearing his tra
ditional garb, the priest greeted the devotees 
with pranams.

He said he was a great admirer of Srila 
Prabhupada, having read four volumes of 
Srimad-Bhagavatam. When the king of 
Spain visited Bolivia, he gave communion to 
the queen, who is a member of the same 
church. He studied sitar for 12 years, directs 
the Santa Cruz Symphonic Orchestra, and is 

3 fluent in six languages, including Sanskrit 
I and Latin.
I  Devotees in Bolivia have suffered dis

crimination from the government and hope 
that the priest will be able to assist them in 
their struggle. But despite a hostile govern
ment, Ranga Puri dasa and Mathuresh dasa 
report that book distribution is going on well.

C u lv e r  C ity , C a l i fo rn ia

At a time when anticult groups are using 
psychologists to discredit the Hare Krishna 
Movement, Dr. Arnold S. Weiss is working 
to establish a true understanding of devotees’ 
psychological makeup.

Dr. Weiss recently published his findings 
in Educational and Psychological Measure
ment and Psychological Reports, which are 
backed by research rather than emotion. The 
first article, “Personality Factor Structure 
Among Hare Krishnas,” explains that devo
tees arc unexpectedly conformist rather than 
rebellious in nature. The second, “Psycho
logical Distress and Well-Being in Hare 
Krishnas,” states that Hare Krishna devotees 
do not differ significantly from other social 
groups. The only difference noted was a 
“positive effect” among males in two scales.

These articles arc two in a series of six 
planned this year and are based on his origi
nal study, Mental Health and Personality 
Characteristics of flare Krishna Devotees 
and Sympathizers as a Function o f Accul
turation into the Hare Krishna Movement. 
The study, widely acclaimed by scholars as 
the most significant and conclusive ever 
done on Hare Krishna devotees, earned 
Weiss his Ph.D. degree in 1985.

L o s  A n g e le s ,  C a lif .

ISKCON Television (ITV) has an excel
lent variety of shows available for any seri
ous video viewers. Some of the new shows 
include: Morning Meditations—Mangala- 
arati around the world and previously unre
leased footage of Srila Prabhupada perform
ing Deity worship. The Mahabharata—A 
south Indian movie version with English 
subtitles; a new Srila Prabhupada lecture; Sri 
Chaitanya's Puri—A tour of Jagannatha 
Puri narrated by Haylcy Mills; Acharya, Part 
/—Now with Spanish subtitles; The Peter 
Burwash Seminar on Health and Fitness— 
Tennis pro Peter Burwash speaks out about 
vegetarianism.

Coming soon: a documentary about abor
tion in India, filmed on location; Nastik—a 
feature-length movie about an atheist who 
finds God. A complete list of videos is avail
able by writing to: ITV, 3764 Watseka Ave., 
Los Angeles, CA 90034.

The devotees of the Danvo City temple, 
headed by Indradhyumna dasa, recently 
hosted a prasadam  festival called “The 
Higher Taste Vegetarian Food Festival.” 
They prepared and served 25 Indian, Chi
nese, American, and Filipino vegetarian 
dishes as well as a wide array of sweets and 
juices. The event was staged in one of the 
city’s top hotels and 200  people attended, 
including prominent lawyers and Chinese 
businessmen. Birsingha dasa was on hand to 
explain the advantages of the vegetarian diet 
and all the guests watchcd “The World of 
Hare Krishna,” a film by Yadubara dasa 
about the activities of ISKCON.

N e w  Y o rk , N.Y.

A $90 ticket is all you need to be admitted 
to Peter Brooks’ nine-hour rendering of The 
Mahabharata. The play can be seen on three 
consecutive nights or all at once, beginning in 
the early afternoon and ending in the late 
evening (with two meal breaks).

Acclaimed as a “theatrical masterpiece,” 
the play tells the story of the Pandava’s dice 
game, exile in the forest, and resulting war. 
One magazine said, “The Mahabharata is as 
rich as The Iliad and the Odyssey put together, 
and has the dram atic intensity  of 
Shakespeare’s complete works.” The show 
played in Europe for the last several years and 
premieres in the U.S. Sept. 5.

Vishakha-dcvi dasi and other Food for 
Life volunteers from ISKCON’s Mul- 
dcrsdrift Ashrama, near Johannesburg, re
cently distributed 800 plates of prasadam  to 
schoolchildren at a primary school in the 
Soweto black township. According to Anan- 
ta Shakti dasa, “The only other non-blacks 
who dare enter arc the military, who patrol 
the streets in armored trucks.”

After distributing prasadam, devotees 
taught the children to chant. The devotees 
were invited to take their meal with the 
school principal and his staff, while the 
children continued chanting in traditional 
South African vocal harmonics.

At that time, just down the street, South 
African security police with a tank blasted a 
group of guerrillas out of hiding. In the en
suing gun battle, a suspected ANC insurgent 
was killed and two security police seriously 
wounded. A dragnet was then thrown around 
the township. Because of the local violence, 
the principal advised the devotees to drive 
straight out of Soweto without stopping. 
Vishakha commented, “We shall continue to 
distribute prasadam  in places where it is 
most needed.” The South African centers 
operate a Food for Life van that travels 
throughout the country.

New address for The ISKCON  
World Review: P.O. Box 1487, 

Culver City, CA 90232, USA

A Y U R V E D A — s c i e n c e  o f  l i f e
REVEALING THE VEDIC SAGES’ SECRETS  
TO HEALTH, HAPPINESS, AND LONGEVITY

D O  Y O U  W A N T :
To live a  healthy and long life by following a “r ig h t foods” diet?
To become aw are  of th e  m ajor and  m inor forces controlling your body?
To follow a  yogic exercise plan com patible to your body tem peram ent?
To cure your d iseases by tak in g  safe, hand-selected  herbs and spices grown 
in th e  H im alayan  M ountains?
To m a s te r  your m ind and  a tta in  mental peace?
To solve personal problems quickly and  pain lessly?

Dr. S.K. Kamlesh, B.A., B.M.S. Ayurvedacharya, and Dr. B.R. Rasik, D.S.C.A., 
Ayurvedachakravarti, are both Vaishnavas and have treated numerous ISKCON 
devotees, including Satsvarupa dasa Goswami, Mahanidhi Swami and Rupa-vilasa 
dasa. These seventh generation Ayurvedic physicians with 50 years experience, will 
analyze your case at their clinic in Lucknow, India. Your personal analysis will 
include a diet plan, major and minor forces, yogic exercises, personal Ayurvedic 
remedies, Himalayan herbs and spices, and individual guidelines for mental peace 
and physical fitness.

For your Ayurvedic analysis, send $100. Include a full-body color photograph 
(front view only). Men, shirtless; women full-body leotards or dress. Also include a 
typewritten list of complaints.

For an analysis and a two-month supply of Ayurvedic herbal medicines (by air 
mail post), send $200 U.S. with the above.

Send to:
Dr. S.K. Kamlesh 
International Society of 
Ayurveda & Nature Cure 
Kamlesh Aushdalaya 
279 Subhash Marg 
Dugawan, Lucknow 226 004 
INDIA
Phone: 522-43489

Or Mail to Dr. Kamlesh 
c/o The ISKCON World Review 
P.O. Box 4859
L ag u n a  Beach, CA 92652 For the last r,ve year8- Dr- Kamlesh has traveled

around the world teaching the science of Ayurveda. 
Send payment in U.S. funds or equivalent via international money order or travelers check. 
Registered mail only. Allow 10-12 weeks for delivery of analysis/herbs.
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GBC
continued from page 1

established a principle of the GBC’s ac
countability to the body of devotees.
IWK: Do you think there will be a similar 
process of evaluation every year? 
Ravindra-svarupa: I don’t know if that’s 
necessary. If each GBC man can develop a 
sense of accountability, be willing to listen 
and have an open exchange of views with 
others in the movement, and if the lines of 
communication arc kept open and frank, then 
there won’t be any need for this committee. 
The committee was basically established 
because a lot of people felt that the GBC was 
not listening to them; that their points of 
view weren’t being taken into account at all. 
IW R: Do you think that the addition of 15 
new members will improve the GBC? 
Ravindra-svarupa: Any institution that has 
been going on for a long time tends to get 
stuck in patterns which they find difficult to 
break, although they may want to. Having 
new people aboard helps to break those old

habits. New people bring fresh points of 
view, new perspectives, and different expe
riences of the movement. So I’m very hope
ful that we’ll see new sources of inspiration 
for leadership.
IWR: What is the GBC’s vision for 
ISKCON?
Ravindra-svarupa: I think that most GBC 
members have a good understanding of what 
we need to do to fulfill Prabhupada’s desires. 
For example, we need to finish the sa- 
madhis—that is a requirement. We also need 
to reorient the economic basis of ISKCON 
and a lot of discussion and experiment is 
going into that.

Topmost in everybody’s mind is to up
hold the standards of purity which 
Prabhupada set up. That means following the 
four regulative principles, chanting 16 
rounds a day, three gayatris, attending 
mangala-arati; the basic Krishna conscious 
program.
IWR: What do you feel is the greatest single 
challenge facing the GBC? 
R a v in d ra -sv a ru p a : To im plem ent 
Prabhupada’s will. He said “at least preserve

what I have given you,” and that’s the mini
mum. We have to preserve Prabhupada’s 
institution, and actually, we have to make it 
grow. That’s our biggest challenge and that 
can only be done by restoring the faith of the 
devotees in ISKCON. Many people have lost 
faith in the movement because of the leader
ship. So how to restore that faith? By setting 
the standard for devotional purity.
IWR: What is the role of the GBC body in 
governing ISKCON?
Ravindra-svarupa: The GBC must stress 
the im portance of fo llow ing Srila 
Prabhupada’s orders, especially in the matter 
of purity. Like I said, chanting 16 rounds, 
following the program—our whole problem 
is due to neglecting these basic things. If 
purity is there—even if we make so many 
mistakes, even if we’re not so bright, even if 
we don’t have so many talents in so many 
areas—Krishna will provide the intelligence 
to be successful.
IWR: What do you foresee as future trends 
in the GBC?
Ravindra-svarupa: We can only judge 
based on what we’ve seen so far this year. As 
far as trends, I think the conception of the 
GBC as an elitist group has finally been 
dispelled. GBC people should be seen as 
regular people, not as unapproachable.

As far as how many GBCs and so forth, 
in Mayapur 15 people were added to the 
GBC. Now we have to get together with each 
other and start comparing notes and then 
from sharing our experiences, Krishna will 
give us the intelligence what to do next. 
IWR: Do you think there will be more 
gurus?
Ravindra-svarupa: If the devotees take 
Prabhupada’s instructions very seriously, 
then there will naturally be more gurus. A 
guru is a teacher and everyone ought to 
become guru in one capacity or another.

‘I f  p u rity  is th ere— e v en  if  
w e m a k e  so  m an y  

m ista k es, ev en  if  w e ’re not 
so b r ig h t, ev en  i f  w e  d o n ’t 

h ave  so  m an y  ta len ts  in 
so m an y  a r ea s— K rish n a  

w ill p ro v id e  th e  in te llig en ce  
to  be su c c e s s fu l.’

Every disciple of Srila Prabhupada ought to 
become diksha [initiating] guru. Why not? 
Even if a person only has one or two or three 
disciples, if that’s what that person can take 
care of, then that’s what they should have. 
There’s no need to make mammoth numbers 
of disciples; so as far as I’m concerned, the 
more gurus the better. I hope it will go in that 
direction, but that doesn’t mean that unquali
fied people should bccome spiritual masters. 
IWR: Do you feel the GBC is now prepared 
to meet the challenges facing ISKCON? 
Ravindra-svarupa: I think the conditions 
for a restored ISKCON have been set. It now 
depends upon how much the GBC itself can 
observe the standards of purity and how it 
can begin to inspire the devotees’ trust. One 
thing I’ve seen is an all-pervasive lack of 
trust. People may not want to surrender 
because they don’t feel taken care of. 
They’re not taken care of spiritually and 
sometimes they’re not taken care of materi
ally. But if we do take care of them, their 
trust will be given, and then there’s no limit 
to how much service people can perform. 
There’s many many devotees who are only 
doing a litde bit of devotional service be
cause they don’t trust the institution or the 
people who run it. It will take time.

What is the GBC?
The Governing Body Commission (GBC) was established by Srila Prabhupada 

in the early 1970s as the central governing agency for his movement. The body 
consists of 30 senior devotees who meet in Mayapur, India, every March during 
the international festival. It is their job to set policies, discuss problems, and 
oversee the overall functioning of ISKCON.

Many GBCs are assigned a particular area of responsibility. For most, it is a 
geographic area or zone, consisting of various temples. Some GBCs have more 
specialized responsibilities, such as public affairs work, education, or legal affairs.

After meeting in M ayapur, each GBC returns to his zone and works with the 
local temple presidents and ministers to encourage the development of Krishna 
Consciousness. Every temple and project must have a GBC member in order to 
interface with the international ISKCON network. At present, there are approxi
mately 300 such temples worldwide.

Become an ISK CO N  World Review  Sustainer!
The monthly publication of the ISKCON World fleweiv depends on temples 

and individuals who have pledged to give monthly contributions of $25, $50, 
$100, or more. If you believe that ISKCON needs the forum of communication 
represented by this newspaper, please make a pledge today.

You may send your entire pledge at one time or use the coupon below to 
set up electronic fund transfers from your bank. Just specify the amount you 
wish to give each month and enclose a check for your first donation. All 
contributions to the ISKCON World Review are tax-deductible, and at the end 
of the year IWR will mail you a receipt for all of your donations. Mail to: the 
ISKCON World Review, P.O. Box 1487, Culver City, CA 90232.

ISKCON World Review 
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W A N T E D

ISKCON Zambia—114 acre farm on the out
skirts of Lusaka needs devotee developers and 
growers. In middle of dairy belt; buildings, corral, 
electricity, water bore holes, and fencing intact. 
Weather superb; five hours from Victoria Falls. 
Write: P.O. Box 20242, Kitwe, Zambia. Be free 
from nuclear anxiety.

Preachers wanted for suburban Seattle area. 
Immense field for making devotees, spreading 
Krishna Consciousness to receptive potential 
congregation. Contact: Stutya das a, 1301 Thomas 
Ln. #4 Renton, WA 98055.

M arried devotee couple interested in exciting 
service in Australia. Small preaching center in 
Victoria, Australia requires a strict, serious couple 
to help in a variety of preaching ventures. Hare 
Krishna Food for Life, Deity worship, vegetarian 
cooking classes, college programs, etc. Accom
modation available; maintenance income avail
able, and interested overseas devotees will be 
sponsored into Australia. This preaching center is 
only an hour from the famous Melbourne temple. 
Your local GBC and temple president’s approval is 
required. Please contact Bhakta dasa. Phone Aus
tralia (03) 787-8105 or write P.O. Box 208, Mount 
Eliza, VIC 3930, Australia.

Secretary/General Office. Solid commercial op
portunity. Growing devotee company marketing 
decorative art products. Duties—reception, typ
ing, telephones, filing, customer service, etc. Stu
dio apartment available near Laguna temple 
(S300/mo.) $ 12,000-$ 16,500/year. Phone Tulasi 
dasa, (714) 770-4142. Gallery Imports, Inc. 
Laguna Hills, CA 92653.

D id Y ou  G e t  Y o u rs  Y e t?
The most beautiful pure cotton 
sarongs, perfect for your day at 
the beach or lounging at home. 
Cool, comfortable, one size fits 
all, and always in style! Specify 
pastel or primary color print 
(guaranteed colorfast). Send 
check or money order for $14.95 
(Includes wearing suggestions, 
postage, and handing. California 
residents add 6-1/2% sales tax.) 
Prema Imports, P.O. Box 653, 
Culver City, CA 90232.

S c r i p t u r e  o n  T a p e
Isopanisad, Upadesamrta, Siksfis- 

taka, Brahma-samhita, Krsna- 
karndmrta, and many other classic 
works on audiocassette, with San

skrit, English, and background 
music. Also, complete Krsna-lila 
from the Bhagavatam. For a free 

catalog, please write to:

Padma Productions 
P.O. Box 2459 

Miami Beach, FL 33140

F R E E

Free Tulasi seeds to devoted souls. Send S ASE to 
Duncan, Rt. 1, Box 15, Brynmore Rd., New Egypt, 
NJ 08533.

Call LIVE! “Locaters of Information for Vegetar
ian Education,” an information/referral service of 
the East Tennessee Vegetarian Society. 1-800-548- 
3438. In Tennessee: (615) 588-7700. Send inquir
ies to: P.O. Box 854, Knoxville, TN 37901.

Classified Ad Prices;
$.50 per word for a regular listing: 
$.75 per word for boxed listing. Send 
your ad, with payment to:
IWR Classified Ads, P.O. Box 1487, 

Culver City, CA 90232.

Display Ads Available:
Write for information. IWR new ad
dress: P.O. Box 1487, Culver City, 
CA 90232

Information Exchange/Announcements
Ayurvedic Medicine

You are invited to attend an Ayurvedic semi
nar at the Towaco, New Jersey temple Sept. 
20- 28. For information contact Vishnu-gada dasa 
(201) 299-0970. A second seminar will be held in 
Los Angeles Oct. 2- 12. Contact Makhanlal dasa 
(213) 839-3203. Both seminars are free.

Vegetarian Cooking
The Hare Krishna Book o f  Vegetarian 

Cooking, by Adiraja dasa, has just been reprinted 
by the Bhaktivedanta Book Trust, this time with 
American measurements. The hardbound book 
includes an introduction by actress/vegetarian 
Hayley Mills, numerous color photos and draw
ings, and thorough instructions and recipes to 
prepare vegetarian dishes to offer Krishna. Per
fect for the temple kitchen or to give as a gift. 
Contact the BBT or your temple gift store to 
obtain a copy.

Krishna Institute
The latest in a series of monthly translations 

has just been released by the Krishna Institute. Sri 
Radha-Krishna-ganoddesa-dipika (“A Lamp to 
See the Associates of Sri Sri Radha-Krishna”) is, 
in the words of translator Kusha-kratha dasa, “A

“A description of Sri Sri Radha-Krishna’s grand
parents, parents, uncles, cousins, friends, and 
pets. Author Srila Rupa Gosvami gives us a 
glimpse into the world of Radha-Krishna and 
Their associates.”

Animal Rights
Right now in the U.S., five billion farm ani

mals are abused and slaughtered each year. The 
Humane Farming Association is an animal rights 
organization that believes in working within the 
nation’s democratic institutions to stop the abuse 
on factory farms. Federal legislation has just been 
introduced by Rep. Charles Bennett in the United 
States Congress. The proposed bill is called the 
Veal Calf Protection Act (HR 2859).

In the words of Bradley Miller, HFA execu
tive director, “Outlawing the veal crate will break 
the centrarlink in a chain of torture for baby 
calves.” If passed, this “would represent the first 
law in the nation to guarantee at least minimal 
humane housing and treatment of farm animals," 
Miller said.

The HFA has also introduced similar legisla
tion in California.

For more information, contact the Humane 
Farming Assoc., 1550 California St., Ste. G, San 
Francisco, CA 94109

S A L E S /S E R V I C E S

Kooks from Vishwa Vedic Vidyasangha: 1) 
Touring the Land o f Krishna, by Patita-pavana 
dasa, $12.95. 2) 100 Articles on Vedic Astrology 
published in India's leading journals, by Patita- 
pavana dasa (spiral-bound) $20. 3) Biography o f  
Tapasvi Baba, $13.95. All postpaid. Write to 
VVV, Inc., 2441 Clare St., San Pablo, CA 94806.

Vedic Astrologer—Consult Syamasundara dasa, 
compiler of the Vaishnava Calendar, for astrologi
cal problem-solving. First time for sale: Vedic 
Astrology Program. Docs very elaborate calcula
tions, many years in the making, answer to astrolo
gers’ prayers. For information about our compre
hensive astrological services and the Vedic Astrol
ogy Program, send a large self-addressed envelope 
to SRIVAS, Society for a Renaissance in Vedic 
Astrological Sciences, 4255 LBJ Freeway, Suite 
114, Dallas, TX 75244.

Com puter typesetting— Let the publishers of the 
ISKCON  IV' or Id Review  handle all your typesetting 
needs. Call (213) 839-0903.

T ranscendental Cassettes! Over 208 rare 
tapes—specializing in Vishnujana, Music of In
dia, New Age, and Children’s. Free List. $1 sam
pler tapes. Mahi Barta, P.O. Box 228, Badger, CA 
93603.

Krishna-, Chaitanya-, and Prabhupada-lila T- 
shirts and puzzles. Many other New Age designs. 
Free catalog. Seeta-Rama Transfers, P.O. Box 
228, Dept. I, Badger, CA 93603.

Vedic Astrology— A new book by Nalini-kanta 
dasa. Send $12 to Tom Hopke, 3125 Canfield 
Ave., Los Angeles, CA 90034.

The Dark Lord  by Prof. Larry Shinn now avail
able! Send $20.95 to: The Westminster Press, 925 
Chestnut St., Philadelphia, PA 19107, Attn: Sales 
Dept. Overseas, add $10 airmail postage.

80 New devotional music tapes from Europe, 
Australia, and USA. Free catalog: Box 21, Ninole, 
HI 96773-0021.

India Imports— Musical instruments, murtis, in
cense, stationery, children’s books and dolls. 
Send stamp: Visoka, 5411-IWA Gurley, Dallas, 
TX 75223.

Advertise in the ISKCON World Review. The 
only publication that goes to every ISKCON 
temple in the world.

1 9 8 8  S r i-V ig ra h a  C a le n d a r
Spiral-bound, desktop-style with 

sacred images.
Also 10 assorted Krishna-lila 

Diwali cards with envelopes. For 
quantity details call Satya- 

narayana dasa collect: 
(718)720-8642.

Perfect gift— Beautiful printing

I m m e d i a t e l y  A v a i l a b l e !
New publication from the Bhakti
vedanta Institute—a must for  
spiritual practitioners:

c i i i a s i
I b c  ilav  el Lord H;n;i 

A translation of portions of vari
ous Puranas dealing with the his
tory and importance of Ekadasi. 
Send for your copy today. Hardbound 
only: S10. Please add SI.75 shipping in 
U.S.; $4 overseas parcel post or airmail 
to Canada; S5.50 for overseals airmail. 
(Discount for 10 copies or more: $9 ea.) 
Make checks payable to: Alvin 
Marsdcn, 625 Griffith Way, Laguna 
Beach, CA 92651. Tel.: (714) 497-4904.

G o u r  T r a v e l s
Domestic & International Travelers 

India— Europe— Far East 
Prassannatma dasa 

1135 Opal St.
San Diego, CA 92109 

(619) 272-9792 or (800) 367-4313 
Professional service 

at no extra cost.

Bhakti, the story of a young Hare 
Krishna devotee, is available in the 
U.S. Perfect for children or to give as 
gifts. Contact the 
Ministry of Educa
tion, P.O. Box 
400767, Brooklyn,
NY 11240, for 
more information.

the complete unabridged

K R S N A
B

A u d io -casse tte  R eco rd ing  w ith  B ackg ro u n d  M usic  
Volumes 1, 2, & 3— on 32 tapes— narrated by Amala-bhakta Dasa

C D i i A D D A n u i i D A n A C A i n .  by hearing the pastimes of Lord Krishna, 
o r i lL A  p n A B H U r A U A  o A lU . one ¡s sure an(j  certain to get salvation and be
transferred back home, back to G odhead. .  .if one wants this association of Lord Krishna
in the transcendental kingdom of God for eternity in blissful existence, one must hear about
the pastimes of Lord Krishna.. .” (Krsna, vol. 3, chp. 21)

Now you can do so on thirty 92 minute and two 62 minute high quality BASF tapes, totaling 
48 hours of transcendental listening pleasure.

Vol. one: 10 tapes—$40; Vol. two: 10 tapes—$40; Vol. three: 12 tapes—$46; or purchase 
all of them at one time for $116, saving $10. Add $2 postage/handling; non-U.S. airmail add 
30%; surface add 15% (U.S. funds only). Calif, residents add 6-1/2% sales tax.

For latest free catalog about this tape and others, please send self-addressed stamped 
envelope to:

KRISHNA PRODUCTIONS
Dept. 17,3305 Cardiff Ave., Los Angeles, CA 90034
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P E T IT IO N
Wc, itic undersigned, present the following statement to the General Secretary of 

the Communist Party of the Soviet Union, Mr. Mikhail Gorbachev, and to the Foreign 
Minister of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, Mr. Eduard Shevamadze:

Wc deeply deplore the inhuman treatment and conditions that members of the Hare 
Krishna Movement in the USSR arc being subjected to. They are being denied the 
basic human rights to which they are entitled under the provisions of the Soviet 
Constitution, its well as all the international agreements and treaties that the Soviet 
Union has endorsed.

Wc hereby request the Soviet government to allow the members of the Hare 
Krishna Movement to register their religion as an official state religion. Furthermore, 
wc implore the authorities to arrange the immediate release of the following Hare 
Krishna devotees, who arc imprisoned in psychiatric hospitals, prisons and labor 
camps, and following their release, permit their emigration from the Soviet Union 
along with their immediate family members:

Ara G. Akopyan, Agvan K. Arutyunan, Aleksei M. Itaida, Gagik S. Buniatyan, 
Jakov E. Dzhidzhevadze, Yevgeni E. Emanuilovich, Yuri A. Fedchenko, Rafael 
Janashviili, Suren G. Karapetyan, Sergei M. Kasyan, Mikhail M. Koltashev, Vla
dimir G. Kritski, Vladimir A. Kustrya, Yevgeni E. Lerner, Alexander V. Levin, 
Yevgeny N. Lyubinsky, Alexei A. Musatov, Natalya A. Nosatsova (Ms.), Sarkis R. 
Ogadzhanyan, Alexander P. Olshevskiy, Anatoli F. Pinyayev, Sergei A. Pri- 
borov, Karen V. Saakyan (Mr.), Armen V. Saakyan, Valentina P. Samoilova 
(Mrs.), Armen L. Sarkisyan, Oleg A. Stepanyan, and Konstantin G. Streltsov.

Name: ______________________________________________________

Address:

C itv: State: ZIP:

For m ore inform ation, contact: H ie  C om m ittee to Free Soviet 
Hare Krishnas, A lm viks Gard, 15300 Jam a, Sw eden . 
Please m ail petition to the above address.

A WORLDWIDE PUBLIC 
DEMONSTRATION WILL BE 
HELD SEPT. 15 TO FREE THE 

SOVIET HARE KRISHNAS
D espite G orb ach ev’s p o licy  o f  g la sn o s t (op en n ess), 28  
Soviet-born Hare Krishna d evotees are still being held  

in prisons, labor cam ps, and psychiatric hospitals for their 
religious b elie fs . O n Sept. 15, Hare Krishna devotees and 

friends w ill dem onstrate against this abuse in front o f  S oviet  
em bassies w orldw ide. Contact your local Hare Krishna 

center to find out how  you can participate.

The International Society for 
Krishna Consciousness 
The ISKCON World Review
P.O. Box 1487 
Culver City, CA 90232
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Worldwide Demonstration Held to Free Soviet Krishnas
On Tuesday, September 15th, ISKCON 

staged its first worldwide demonstration to 
free the Soviet Hare Krishnas. Events oc
curred simultaneously in more than 40 cities 
worldwide.

International wire services, BBC radio,
Voice of America, National Public Radio 
(USA), Radio Liberty, and 20 local TV sta
tions broadcast news of the event. Newspa
pers in Bonn, Brussels, Detroit, London, Tel 
Aviv, Christchurch, and other cities pub
lished stories and photographs.

More than 150 devotees and congrega
tional members gathered in front of the 
United Nations headquarters in New York.
On this opening day of UN sessions, ban
ners, balloons, singing children, and four 
hours of continuous chanting stopped hun
dreds of passersby who signed petitions to 
free the Soviet devotees.

Back to Godhead magazine’s special is
sue, “Krishna Consciousness in the USSR,” 
devoted 24 pages to the movement’s pres
ence in the Soviet Union, and was distrib
uted at many demonstration sites. UN dele
gates in New York received copies.

A demonstration held near the Soviet 
embassy in Washington, D.C. was televised 
that night. A similar protest took place in
front of the Gothenberg, Sweden consulate, next moming. In Kingston, Jamaica, Deva- shoi Ballet in New Zealand’s capital. Well- at the parade route, where numerous report-

Amsterdam’s mayor granted permission kinandana dasi and others met for over an ington, 50 chanting demonstrators collected ers, cameramen, and TV crews interviewed 
for 60 devotees to chant in front of the Rus- hour with the Soviet consul general. 3,000 signatures. Ten radio stations, both and photographed them during the three
sian embassy in The Hague on Queens Day, In the Canadian capital, Ottawa, devo- television channels, and four newspapers hours before the Pope passed by. 
a Netherlands holiday when demonstrations tees hung an elaborate floral wreath bearing carried news of the protest. Rallies were United Press International mentioned the 
are usually not allowed. photographs of all the imprisoned Soviet also held in Auckland and Christchurch. devotees’ mission to stop the “mistreatment

Fifty Moscow devotees held a press con- devotees in front of the Soviet embassy. In Los Angeles, the demonstration coin- of co-religionists in Russia” and the Orange 
ference attended by Western reporters and a Sixty devotees chanted outside. cided with Pope John Paul H’s arrival and County Register also mentioned the devo-
report appeared in the London Guardian the At the premier performance of the Bol- downtown parade. Fifty devotees gathered tees’ presence. One TV station did a live

telecast of the harinama.
At an Atlanta gathering, Steve Herrick, 

president of Amnesty International’s local 
chapter, spoke about government abuse of 
Soviet devotees.

Other rallies took place in Bern, Boston, 
Brisbane, Buenos Aires, Chicago, Copen
hagen, Dallas, Denver, Dublin, Katmandu, 
Kuala Lumpur, Manchester, Madrid, Mi
ami, Murwillumbah, Newcastle, Paris, San 
Diego, San Juan, Stockholm, Vancouver, 
Vienna, Tel Aviv, and Tokyo.

The international event was organized 
by the Committee to Free the Soviet Hare 
Krishnas (CFSHK), headed by Dhumrakesa 
dasa. Based in Sweden, the two-year-old 
organization is currently working to legalize 
Krishna Consciousness in the USSR.

“So far the committee's international 
efforts have pressured the Soviet govern
ment to release only three devotees. 
Twenty-three are still imprisoned, many of 
whom live under literally intolerable condi
tions,” said Kirtiraja dasa, CFSHK’s Ex
ecutive Director.

“This protest was only a beginning. Wc 
will continue to increase international pres
sure until all our godbrothers and godsisters 
are released and the Soviet devotees can 
freely practice Krishna Consciousness in the 
USSR,” he said.

Philippine Military Coup Fuels Sankirtan Fire
By K rishna-prem a dasa

MANILA, Philippines—During the mili
tary coup attempt here August 28, schools, 
offices, and shops all closed due to the tense 
political situation. Sankirtana went on as 
usual, but with increased concentration on 
house-to-house visits.

In speaking to the public, the preachers 
capitalized on the temporary nature of mate
rial arrangements—such as the stability of 
the Aquino government—as a starting point 
for offering Srila Prabhupada’s books.

ISKCON also offered shelter to some 
local congregational members who were 
forced to evacuate their homes near the em
battled military bases. They could have cho
sen to stay with relatives, but tcld the devo
tees they need “the right association.”

Even before the situation returned to 
normal the following day, the temple 
launched Hare Krishna Food for Life 
operations in the hospitals.

The standard preaching activities here 
are book and prasadam  distribution. Manila 
ISKCON distributes 500 plates three times

Food for Life at a Philippine orthopedic hospital amid political upheaval.

a week to depressed areas, orphanages, hos
pitals, schools, and areas of calamity. This 
takes place in cooperation with local

governments and other civic-charitable 
groups such as the Lions Club, and the 
Knights of Columbus.

Chanters gathered in New Yorfc (above) and around the world, to protest harassment of Soviet Krishna devotees
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Soviet Demonstration a Success
“Free the Soviet Hare Krishnas!” The slogan was displayed on 

banners and signs by devotees and seen by millions worldwide on 
Sept. 15.

Forty ISKCON temples, all over the world, participated in that 
demonstration, and reports have been pouring in at the ISK C O N  
W orld R eview  office, along with photos and news clippings. It is 
especially significant to note that demonstrations were held in 
France, where devotees are struggling to reestablish the movement, 
and in M oscow, where the Soviet devotees held a press conference.

The suffering o f our godbrothers and godsisters in the Soviet 
Union is felt by each and every one o f us, and we are willing to go 
out to call attention to their plight by chanting in public while carry
ing signs with their pictures. We acknowledge that on our own we 
have no potency to influence the Soviet government, and that only 
by the mercy o f Krishna can the Soviet Hare Krishnas be freed and 
allowed to practice Krishna Consciousness. We simply pray that our 
efforts last month may bring that day closer.

With the Soviet demonstration, the movement proved a tremen
dous potential for international cooperation and propagating Krishna 
Consciousness to a worldwide public. The fact that all o f us were 
able to organize this international event, shows real unity. On Sept.
15 w e demonstrated more than our concern for the Soviet Krish
nas— we proved ISKCON’s vitality and moved a step closer to 
becoming the powerful worldwide preaching organization that Srila 
Prabhupada envisioned.

Mailbox Flooded By Guru Issue
This month the ISKCO N  W orld R eview  editor’s mailbox was 

swamped with letters on the guru and GBC issues. We have printed 
a sampling o f these letters because we feel everyone has a right to 
be heard. Som e readers may complain that we have opened a 
Pandora’s box by airing views on such controversial issues and we 
recognize that these are sensitive topics.

One critic stated his opinion with a dash of humor: “ISK C O N  
W orld R eview — all the news that’s fit to print and a lot that’s not!”

However, many devotees and friends o f the movement say that 
the response generated by the guru issue indicates that it is by no 
means settled and needs to be discussed more— not less! We believe 
that this will lead to greater understanding in the near future.

The topic o f the Governing Body Commission is also of great 
interest, since devotees are looking to the GBC to unify and pre
serve Srila Prabhupada’s organization. IW R  plans to continue inter
viewing GBC members and other opinion leaders.

This month IW R  presents an interview on the anticult m ove
ment with Balavanta dasa.. He is a practicing lawyer and ISKCON’s 
minister o f legal affairs.

IS K C O N  G u r u s

Dear IWR,
Your newsletter now purports to a policy 

of glasnost, but will the controversies you 
cover omit the real radical issues? I write this 
letter in the hope that you are actually sincere 
in your bid to seek the truth via openness.

Interestingly, the last IWR discussed 
something which, at one point, had particular 
applications to myself. The article said the 
GBC will research the question, “At what 
point can disciples of an ISKCON guru (who 
has fallen) initiate new devotees?”

I accepted sannyasa, brahmana, and 
harinama initiation from a guru appointed 
and later excommunicated by the GBC, and 
became temple president of that guru’s farm. 
I was then approached to give brahminical 
initiation to devotees who, like myself, as
sumed they had taken first initiation from a 
bona fide guru, but who, along with myself, 
no longer accepted his direction as bona fide.

Who really does the initiating—the per
son or the institution? If it is the person, then 
is it possible the guru and disciple are simply 
caught up in bad karma together?

If this is the case, then what disciple of a 
fallen guru would want to give initiation into 
that situation?
Riktaharshana dasa,
(formerly “Bhakti Vrindavana 
Chandra Swami”)
Hopland, Calif.

Editor’s note: This letter and the following 
two letters express viewpoints that do not 
necessarily reflect the opinions o f the edi
tors. However, in accordance with our edito
rial policy, letters from all viewpoints are 
welcome.

Dear Editors,
Once again everything stops in my house: 

ISKCON World Review  has arrived. Thank- 
you.

Touching briefly again upon the guru 
question as raised in your interview with 
Ravindra-svarupa [IWR 7.4], I refer to the 
concept that all Srila Prabhupada’s disciples 
may (if qualified) become gurus, each with a 
small number of disciples. This would cer
tainly provide a closer relationship between 
teacher and pupil; something which may 
perhaps have been lacking. But it may also 
lead to many Utile groups, further splintering 
the movement. It may be argued that Srila 
Prabhupada’s intention was “go forth and 
teach.” But in doing so, we must remember 
that ISKCON is his family, within which we 
all have a measure of responsibility.
Hare Krishna,
Birthe Warburg
Waiheke Island, New Zealand

Dear Editors,
I was very impressed with your August 

’87 IWR, especially the article, “Friendly 
Critic’s View of ISKCON.” It’s beneficial to 
hear from an unbiased, unmotivated source, 
such as Prof. Larry Shinn. In your interview 
with Prof. Shinn he stated, ‘T he crisis in 
leadership emerged almost immediately af
ter Prabhupada’s death, and has its origin in 
the misunderstanding df the transmission of 
authority that took place at that time.”

I was one of Prabhupada’s personal ser
vants in the summer of ’77 when he made the

arrangements for his departure. Prabhupada 
said that he was appointing ritvic acharyas 
[“officiating gurus”] who would initiate 
disciples on his behalf when he left the 
planet. But instead of initiating on his behalf, 
some tried to take his place!

Now we’re forced to see the truth: Srila 
Prabhuapda is the siksa guru [“instructing 
spiritual master”] for everyone—present and 
future. And he is represented not by one, but 
by the sum—the GBC—the combined intel
ligence of all the devotees.

So with the GBC as the common denomi
nator, we should try to cooperate and push on 
this movement and thus please Srila 
Prabhupada and Srila Bhaktisiddhanta, who 
also wanted a GBC as the ultimate governing 
authority after his departure. Unfortunately 
most of his followers stressed guru over the 
GBC and thus created divisions. Let’s not 
fall into the same trap as the Gaudiya Matha, 
but instead unite under Prabhupada’s GBC. 
Sincerely,
Gauridasa Pandita dasa,
ISKCON Seattle

Editors reply: IWR acknowledges that there 
is a controversy. However, on the basis o f 
Srila Prabhupada s books and instructions, 
including his final statements on the gurus 
( “they are regular gurus"), IWR accepts that 
disciples o f Srila Prabhupada may become 
regular gurus in disciplic succession, not 
simply ritvic acharyas.

N e w  V r in d a b a n

Dear Editors,
I would like to comment on the article 

about Drescher getting sannyasa in prison. 
The headline [“Drescher Awarded Sannyasa 
in Prison”] does not reflect the editorial con
tent of the article.

It so happens that Kirtanananda Swami is 
no longer a member of ISKCON, so why are 
we advertising his activities? If ISKCON 
authorities disapprove, you should reflect 
that in your headline. The very word “award” 
has positive connotations.

Sannyasa is awarded for someone who 
travels and preaches. What traveling can a 
condemned murderer do serving a life sen
tence in prison? If Kirtanananda Swami 
wants to give him some award, then he 
should have awarded him Babaji initiation, 
so he can sit and chant Hare Krishna in 
prison the rest of his life.
Yours,
Brahmananda dasa 
New Delhi, India

Editors' reply: We apologize fo r  the mis
leading headline. Kirtanananda Swami was 
excommunicated from  ISKCON and the 
GBC also issued a notice of non-participa- 
tion forbidding his involvement in ISKCON 
functions. The GBC definitely does not 
recognize Drescher's sannyasa title.

L e t te r s  P o lic y

Letters are encouraged on any topic relat
ing to the Krishna Consciousness Move
ment. It is the policy of the ISKCON World 
Review  to allow all sides of an issue to be 
fairly represented.

Letters may be edited for length or clar
ity, but care is taken to avoid changing the 
intent of the writer.
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“Project Authority” Prepares 
Prabhupada’s Words for CD-ROM

“Project Authority” is the name of the Adi Purana dasa of San Francisco has
Bhaktivedanta Archives’ effort to computer- been a key figure in the project. Using a
ize all of Srila Prabhupada’s teachings, using Kurzweil OCR (Optical Character Recogni-
the new technology known as CD-ROM. tion) scanner to “read” books and manu-
Many readers are familiar with the new for- scripts onto computer disks, the process
mat for prerecorded music known as the bypasses the need for keyboard typists. Adi
Compact Disc. CD-ROM (Compact Disc/ Purana has nearly finished inputting all of
Read-Only Memory) is a similar laser-disc Prabhupada’s books and transcribed tapes, 
recording technique for textual data. “The remaining books, tapes, and unpub-

Srila Prabhupada’s books, transcribed lished manuscripts will keep me going for
lectures and morning walk conversations, the next six months,” Adi Purana reports. He
letters, and unpublished manuscripts occupy added that editing and proofreading will be
about 70,000 pages. But they will all fit on a required since many of the transcriptions had
single CD-ROM disc. The computer pcriph- handwritten corrections which the scanner
eral needed to read these CD’s is currently could not read.
available for about $ 1,500, with the price of Although the project is definitely wanted
the device to fall as production increases. by the BBT, there is a problem with lack of

Besides it’s obvious value to devotees as funds. About $50,000 is needed to complete
a research tool. Project Authority will make the project, including disk mastering, 
it easier and less expensive to print Srila Editor's Note: A special request for help
Prabhupada’s books, since typesetting can in completing the proofreading part of this
be done from the data on the CD. project is printed on the classified page.

Ex-leader Indicted by Grand Jury
ELKINS, W. Virginia—A federal grand jury can Committee of the GBC. “He acted inde-
of the U.S. District Court here has handed pendently, without constraint. We felt
down an eight-count felony indictment ISKCON and the GBC could not take re-
against Kirtanananda Swami, the guru and sponsibility for his or his followers’ actions,
leader expelled from ISKCON last March. And some of those actions appeared very
Also indicted was Thomas Drescher, who is dubious indeed. I doubt that any of us arc
serving a life sentence for the murder of surprised by these indictments.”
Charles St. Denis. In response to the indictments, Drescher

According to reports published by United claimed, “It’s uUerly absurd. They are using
Press International, the two are accused of anything available to prove there is a crimi-
arson and mail fraud for burning an apart- nal conspiracy between Bhaktipada [Kirtan-
ment building to collect $40,000 in fire in- ananda] and I.”
surance. St. Denis had lived in the building Drescher, who was recently ordained as a
until he died in 1983. Shortly after his death swami by Kirtanananda, is soon to be
the residence burned down. extradited to Los Angeles. There he will

In its resolution expelling Kirtanananda, stand trial for the May, 1986 slaying of
the GBC charged that “Kirtanananda Swami Kirtanananda’s avowed enemy and vocifcr-
in word and deed rejects the GBC as the ous critic, Sulocana dasa (Steve Bryant), 
ultimate managing authority in ISKCON,” Kirtanananda was visiting Africa and
and “as indicated by GBC investigations.. .  Europe when the indictments were an-
numerous serious illegal acts have occurred nounced, but has now relumed “eager to
within Kirtanananda’s jurisdiction.” fight the charges,” said Drescher.

“The ISKCON G overning Body Three former residents of New Vrind-
Commission (GBC) felt it had a loose can- aban, including former guru and excommu-
non on deck,” explained Ravindra Svarupa nicated ISKCON leader Hansadutta dasa,
dasa, current chairman of the North Ameri- were indicted on related firearms violations.

This photo of Haripada in his studio appeared in the Orange County Register.

Altar Business Booms in Fullerton
FULLERTON, Calif.— Haripada dasa has a 
burgeoning business on his hands. “Radiant 
Altar Makers of America,” or RAMA, Inc., 
is the company he started to keep up with the 
growing demand for the altars he builds.

The operation outgrew the small garage 
of the ISKCON center here, where he and his 
wife Phalini dasi hold daily worship and host 
a Sunday feast. He now operates from a 
warehouse in the nearby city of Brea.

Haripada’s altars were on display at the 
recent Los Angeles Ratha-yatra festival. 
Prices range from $195 to several thousand 
dollars for large, custom orders.

So far, business has been brisk and ar
ticles about his unique operation have ap
peared in several area newspapers.

The Orange County Register ran a front
page story in its local weekly supplement. 
Haripada told reporter Shelley Helton that he 
wants to use his trade to “get spirituality into 
people’s homes.”

“It’s a natural way for me to have a busi
ness that will make money to support my 
family and to spread the culture and philoso
phy of my religion,” Haripada said. “I want 
people to be more God conscious. People 
only visit church or a temple once a week.

Having a temple in the home will make 
people more God conscious at home.”

The article explains that Haripada has 
been a devotee for 13 years. “It was during 
his ‘hippie heyday’ in search of ‘peace and 
love’ that Dasa discovered his talent for 
crafts, in particular, woodwork. He had a 
shop for several years before becoming a 
full-time Krishna member in 1973,” the ar
ticle states.

Haripada stated that he finds no contra
diction between business and spiritual life. 
“It’s completely harmonious,” he said. 
“Money does not house anything that is in
trinsically bad. A knife [like money] can be 
good or bad depending how you use it. I’m 
doing what I’m doing to further spread the 
glories of God.”

In another article, “Combining Business 
and Belief in Brea,” printed in the Dec. 31, 
1986 edition of The Brea Highlander Hari
pada explained his philosophy on business. 
He said he considers the altars to be the 
product of his bhakti, or service to God.

He told reporter Diane Winocur, “West
ern society is this-worldly conscious. [An 
altar is] other-worldly. Altars let people 
focus on other-worldly ideals.”

In Memory
Vishwambhar Goswami, acharya of the 

Vrindavana, India Radha-ramana temple, 
passed away on Aug. 20, annada Ekadasi.

Vishwambhar was a friend of Srila 
Prabhupada’s since the 1950s and former 
lawyer and mayor of Vrindavana. He was 
also a well-wisher of ISKCON and visited 
many ISKCON temples in 1984 and 1985.

A descendcnt of Gopal Bhatta Goswami, 
Vishwambhar managed the Radha-ramana 
temple, one of the most prominent Krishna 
temples in Vrindavana.

• • •
Also passing from this material world, 

Aug. 16, Janmastami day, was Gopesvara 
dasa of Singapore. Aged 68, Gopesvara was 
a beloved cook at the Singapore temple and 
left his body peacefully before the Tulasi 
plant after completing his japa. He was a 
disciple of Tamal Krishna Goswami. Vishwambhar Goswami

C h a r u h a s a  d a s a ’s

Rama & Sita 
Painting

8"x10" full-color prints 
$20 postpaid
Also Available:

An ISKCON first: 
a seven -m in u te , 

fu ll-co lo r v ideo taped  
an im ation  of the  

In carnations  of V ishnu . 
O nly $15 postpaid .

Send money order to: 
Charuhasa dasa 

3764 Watseka Ave.
Los Angeles. CA 90034 USA
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C o c h a m b a m b a ,  B o liv ia )
The sankiriana leader here, Malhuresha 

dasa, recently staged a Krishna conscious 
exhibition at the annual Cochambamba Fair. 
The Govinda’s snack booth/art gallery at
tracted crowds of fair-gocrs to taste 
prasadam, sec pictures of Lord Krishna, and 
take free brochures.

The booth was constructed of bamboo 
and corrugated metal with large plate glass 
windows. According to Mathuresha, “It was 
the most interesting stand at the fair. People 
were attracted to the panel with basic expla
nations of the Hare Krishna philosophy and 
lifestyle.”

Bolivia also has an active Hare Krishna 
Food for Life program that recently fed 400 
institutionalized children in Santa Cruz. 
Mathuresha organized the event in conjunc
tion with ACAI, a Catholic welfare institute.

Food for Life volunteers wear the tradi
tional “Hare Krishna Food for Life” T-shirts 
and play Hare Krishna tapes during the pro
grams. Along with the free food, vegetarian 
cooking lessons are given often.

At a fair in Santa Cruz, Bolivan devotees 
hosted a BBT book display and Indulckha- 
devi dasi presented Bolivian President Dr. 
Victor Paz Esterssoro with a set of Srila 
Prabhupada’s books. When Jayapataka 
Swami visited earlier this year, he met Dr. 
Carlos Dabdoub, a Santa Cruz public offi
cial, who was pleased to hear about the hu
manitarian programs ISKCON has organ
ized in his city.

B o is e ,  Id a h o ]

cookies at three Hawaii tourist spots daily: 
Blowhole Lookout, Hanama Bay, and Pali 
Lookout. On an average day, devotees can 
distribute 200 to 450 books at each spot 
along with the cookies.

Pushkara reports that some local govern
ment officials have tried to stop the cookie 
and book distribution. He feels sure, how
ever, that with aid from ISKCON’s National 
Office of Legal Affairs, these attempts can 
be thwarted.

Ten thousand copies of the Tamil 
Bhagavad-gita were just printed and are 
being distributed to the Indian population of 
this country. Malaysia is a multiracial coun
try with approximately 55 percent Muslim, 
35 percent Chinese, and 10 percent Indian. 
Although the full-time devotees are Indian, 
most of the books distributed are Chinese. 
This is because the Chinese Malaysians have 
a high regard for monks and give devotees a 
respectful welcome at their homes or places 
of business when they come dressed in saf
fron robes and shaved heads.

Book distribution almost doubled be
tween 1985 and 1986, and devotees are 
hopeful that it will double again in 1987. Ac
cording to a Malaysian IWR correspondent, 
“We distribute books in English, Chinese, 
Tamil, and Malay, and have no need or de
sire to use any other kind of paraphernalia.”

Eight hundred Life Members also con
tribute to the Malaysian mission and in re
turn receive monthly copies of Back to God
head magazine, Bhagavad-gita, Teachings of 
Lord Chaitanya, and the 30-volume Srimad- 
Bhagavatam.

Ratha-yatra was celebrated here for the 
first time this summer as part of a cultural 
festival in downtown Boise. There is now a 
small assembly of devotees living in this 
city, working to establish Krishna Con
sciousness by holding Sunday festivals and 
distributing books on the local college cam
pus. The first pioneers to this part of America 
were Ananta-rupa dasa, his wife Arudha- 
devi dasi, and their two sons. The family 
purchased a duplex in order to establish a 
temple in the building and more devotees 
followed. Two of the Boise devotees, 
Arudha and Yasodamayi-devi dasi, were 
formerly members of the ISKCON World 
Review  staff.

The Los Angeles Ratha-yatra, held Sun
day, Aug. 30, attracted thousands of South
ern Californians to the shores of Venice 
Beach again this year. Thousands of free 
books and plates of prasadam were distrib
uted during the day, as visitors strolled 
through the booths and exhibits.

Visiting sannyasis and gurus from 
ISKCON centers all over the world partici
pated in the parade and festival, leading kir- 
tanas and answering questions at the Ques
tions and Answers Booth.

The festival remains western hemi
sphere’s largest Ratha-yatra and one of 
L.A.’s favorite summer happenings. As one 
visitor from Encino put it, “I come every 
year—I wouldn’t miss it for the world.”

Good news from this island outpost of 
Krishna Consciousness. Despite its long 
suing of court cases and frequent and sudden 
changes of leadership over the past several 
years, preaching is going on steadily.

The new temple president, Pushkara 
dasa, is known as one of ISKCON’s top 
artists. He visited Los Angeles recently and 
reported that Honolulu is number-one in 
ISKCON for book distribution in September, 
as well as prasadam distribution. The temple 
has a bakery and devotees sell books and

The Malayam Bhagavad-gita As It Is has 
now appeared as Bhagavad-gita Yatha- 
roopam in this ancient region of South India. 
The translator, Srimati Balanamiamma, is a 
poetess who recently won the Padma 
Bhushan award from the Keralan govern
ment for her other literary accomplishments. 
Critics praise the new book as “revolution

ary” and appreciate the close translation and 
preservation of Srila Prabhupada’s original 
English version.

A celebration was held to honor the eld
erly Srimati Balanamiamma and officially 
release the volume. South Indian Regional 
Secretary Bhanu Swami spoke about the 
relevance of Srila Prabhupada’s Gita and the 
movement he started (ISKCON). The func
tion ended with a film show and prasadam 
distribution.

Kerala is the scat of Vcdic scholarship in 
South India and claims the highest literacy 
rate in the country. Several famous temples 
are located there, which attract visitors and 
pilgrims from all over India and the world.

Trivandrum Temple President Sar- 
vaisvarya dasa commented, “In a land where 
Shankaracharya took b irth , where 
Vamanadeva appeared and sent Bali Ma
haraja to the nether regions, which Lord 
Parashurama created, Srila Prabhupada’s 
Gita has also appeared to storm impcrsonal- 
ism and pour water on the Mayavada fire.”

S p a n i s h  F o rk ,  U ta h

devotees at KHQN are gaining a following 
from nearby Brigham Young University and 
others of their radio audience, and IWR 
promises to present news about the temple 
and upcoming festivals being organized by 
Charu dasa, Vaibhavi-devi dasi, and the 
other Utah devotees.

]
America’s only all-Krishna radio station, 

KHQN, is now coupled with a nearby 
Govinda’s Pure Vegeterian Buffet to spell 
success for Krishna Consciousness in Utah.

The buffet restaurant, located in a busy 
downtown area of Provo, is owned and 
operated by Vatsala dasa and his wife Shasi- 
kala-devi dasi. The couple previously helped 
bring the Los Angeles Govinda’s restaurant 
to its current level of success.

KHQN Radio Krishna is situated on sev
eral acres of land and now includes a devo
tee-built prefab two-story ashrama. The

In America it is the 200th anniversary of 
the Constitution, the document that begins 
with the words, “We the people. . .” and 
ensures, among other things, freedom of 
expression and freedom of religion for all.

Newsday, Long Island, New York’s daily 
paper, printed a special article in their Sun
day, May 24 magazine to honor the 
Constitution. Journalists Fred Bruning and 
Jerry Gay interviewed and photographed a 
number of Americans to get their comments 
about the Constitution. The writer’s theory 
was that Americans are “fiercely proud” of 
the document and the freedoms it represents.

Among those interviewed was Gunagrahi 
Goswami, and a large color photo of him in
side the Brooklyn temple appeared along 
with his statement. He was quoted, “As 
devotees of Krishna, we are very, very happy 
that the government is allowing us to prac
tice freedom of religion.”

He addressed the issue of church and 
state: “Not that the state should impose a 
particular religion, but leaders should ensure 
that religious principles in general are being 
followed. If the laws of man aren’t in har
mony with laws of God, the society won’t 
function properly.”

At a July 16 bicentennial event, Congress 
converged on Philadelphia to celebrate the

Peter Brook has had a lot of contact with ISKCON devotees during his tour of 
The Mahabharata. While in Switzerland, before coming to the U.S., Brook met 
Bhakticharu Swami and received a copy of Jagannatha-priya-natakam, a play 
by Tamal Krishna Goswami. For more on Peter Brook and The Mahabharata, 
see story on page 5, under “Hollywood.”



The IS K C O N  W o rld  R ev iew  V o l.7 ,N o .4  O c to b e r ,1987 5

\
Gunagrahi Swami in Newsday.

ere and directed by Peter Brook, has been ac
claimed as a “theatrical masterpiece” by crit
ics. On one night Brook received prasadam, 
the Radha-Krishna Temple cassette, two of 
Srila Prabhupada’s Bhagavatams, and a gar
land from the Los Angeles temple. The pres
entation was made by Naikatma dasa, 
Govinda’s Restaurant manager, and Jagajan- 
nani-devi dasi, his wife.

“This garland should be for Krishna,” 
Brook said.

“It was Krishna’s and He’s giving it to 
you,” Jagajannani replied.

Brook took one prasadam sweet, passed 
the rest around and said, “The best food I 
ever eat is Hare Krishna food.”

—Reported by Tattva-vit dasa

M iam i, F lo r id a

Many of the oil paintings that appear in 
Prabhupada’s books were painted by 
Jadurani-devi dasi. Between July 18-28 
these paintings were on display at the Foun- 
tainebleau Hilton Hotel as part of the World 
Constitution and Parliament Association 
(WCPA) convention.

One hundred and fifty delegates attended, 
including parliament members, government 
ministers, international religious leaders, and 
the vice-president of Sri Lanka. After seeing 
the Krishna conscious oils in the lobby, the 
wife of the secretary general of the WCPA 
announced in a speech to a group of dele
gates and heads of different Florida Hindu 
associations that, “Jadurani’s art is the most 
significant art of our times.” Her pronounce
ment was met by a round of applause.

Due to the admiration for her paintings, 
Jadurani was invited to speak about Krishna 
Consciousness at a number of yoga ashrams, 
at the home of the leader of the Florida Hindu 
Vishwa Parishad, and at the World Confer
ence itself.

In a letter of appreciation, Yogi Shanti 
Swaroop, a spiritual liaison for WCPA, 
thanked Jadurani for her speech about the 
“solution to the energy crisis based on the 
teachings of Bhagavad-gita." Of her paint
ings he said, “Her art speaks volumes of 
philosophy with every brush stroke. The 
paintings prove that God is a person, worthy 
of our love and devotion.” Yogi Shanti 
Swaroop had previously met Srila

Prabhupada when they appeared together at 
a conference in India.

On one of the last nights of the confer
ence, Jadurani invited 60 delegates to a 
banquet at the Miami Beach temple where 
they viewed a slide presentation of the BBT 
oils. According to Jadurani, “They gave 
showers of appreciation and took lots of 

|  prasadam and books. The following morning 
I  I went back to the Hilton and they were all 
§  begging for more books with my paintings in 
|  them—the paintings they had seen the night 

before at the temple.”

N e w  Y o rk , N e w  Y ork

The Wall Street Journal recently exam
ined the phenomenon of Indians in America 
in an article entitled: “ Immigrant Saga—In
dians in U.S. Prosper in Their New Country, 
and Not Just in Motels.” The Jan. 27 front 
page article begins by pointing out that 28 
percent of hotels and motels in the U.S. are 
owned by Indians, and in some areas of 
America, it’s hard to find one that isn’t.

“Motels, however, arc small chapatis for 
Indian immigrants, who now number more 
than 500,000 and who arc arriving in the U.S. 
at the rate of 500 a week,” writer James P. 
Sterra states. Zubin Mehta, director of the 
New York Philharmonic Orchestra; Sirjan 
Lai Tandon, founder of Silicon Valley’s 
Tandon Corp.; Amar G. Bose, reinventor of 
the stereo speaker; and Har Govind Khorana, 
the first to synthesize a gene in the labora
tory, arc but a few of the mega-success sto
ries of immigrant Indians.

Higher education is one clue the reporter 
gives for Indians’ achievements: 78% of 
Indian men and 52% of the women in Amer
ica have college degrees. Less than 20% of 
all Americans do. There are some 16,000 
Indian college students in the U.S. today. In 
India only one in three are even literate.

From 1900 to 1965, a mere 16,000 Indi
ans entered the U.S., because of a “Hindu ex
clusion” policy.

Anti-Indian riots in 1907 showed the se
vere discrimination immigrants faced, and as 
late as 1935, billboards could be seen that 
read, “No jobs for Japs or Hindus.”

G e o r g e to w n ,  G u y a n a

Guyana President Desmond Hoyt, met 
recently with Agrani Swami, Bala-Krishna 
dasa, and gurukula student Radha-kunda 
dasi.

The president received Srila Prabhu
pada’s books and admired a picture of him
self in Back to Godhead magazine being 
garlanded. He discussed philosophy and told 
the devotees he reads Bhagavad-gita.

Thousands attended the Guyana Ratha- 
yatra this year on Aug. 29. The festival is 
held every year in Georgetown, financed by 
the Indian congregation.

H o lly w o o d , C a l i fo rn ia

Krishna Productions audio tape ministry 
sells readings of Srila Prabhupada’s litera
tures. It got started in 1978 when Amala- 
bhakta dasa recorded Bhagavad-gita As It Is 
at the old Golden Avatar studio in Los Ange
les and several copies were distributed to 
friends.

In 1984 Amala-bhakta decided to do 
some advertising and the result was excel
lent. Encouraged by the good reception his 
tapes received, Amala-bhakta began work
ing with Charu dasa to produce programs for 
KHQN. One of the results was the reading of

Amala-bhakta dasa: 48 hours of Krishna 
book reading on tape.

Govinda’s restaurant and exhibit at Coch
abamba, Bolivia festival.

“Jagai and Madhai Redeemed,” which also 
became popular. Tape after tape emerged 
and have been played on various radio sta
tions in the U.S. and abroad.

Amala-bhakta’s latest release—and most 
ambitious project to date— is the unabridged 
Krishna book. The series is available on 30 
92-minute tapes and two 62-minute tapes, 
making a total of 48 hours of Krishna book 
listening. Future plans include reading the 
Ramayana for KHQN.

The Mahabharata is now playing at 
Raleigh Studios in Hollywood and theater
goers can have their choice of two box sup
pers—catered by none other than Govinda’s 
Restaurant. The play, which lasts nine hours, 
can be seen three consecutive nights or in 
one marathon all-day showing.

Govinda’s averages 45 plates on week- 
nights and 150 on Saturday nights, and Ken 
Kline, executive chef at Raleigh Studios, 
reported that the crowd favored prasadam 
over the other five suppers available.

An actress named Joyce, who patronizes 
Govinda’s and distributes prasadam cookies 
at the theaters and studios where she works, 
made the initial contact with Raleigh Studios 
to get Govinda’s the job. She suggested to 
the man in charge of catering that he make 
spiritual food available , since The 
Mahabharata is a spiritual play. He agreed 
immediately after visiting the Govinda’s 
restaurant and sampling the food.

The restaurant provides two different box 
suppers: The Mahabharata Special, with 
samosa, pakoras, boras, and rice; and the 
Traditional Indian Thali Supper, with two 
vegetables dishes, pakoras, halava, chapati, 
and popper.

The play, written by Jean-Claude Carri-

Govinda’s Restaurant in Provo, Utah. Ratha-yatra in Guyana.
The new ashrama at KHQN, Utah.

Translator Srimati Balanamiamma hon
ored at celebration in Trivandrum, India.

Miami meeting: Yogi Shanti Swaroop, 
Reinhard Ruge (president of WCPA), 
Jadurani dasi, Krishna-Balarama Swami, 
and Suchart Kosilkitwang (Thailand reli
gious leader) after WCPA conference.

Great Compromise, and devotees were there, 
passing out leaflets in front of the Liberty 
Bell. Sadaruchi dasa reported, “I must have 
bumped into at least a dozen reporters that 
afternoon from all around the country: New  
York Times, USA Today, Philadelphia In
quirer, some radio station newscasters, and 
even some TV news teams like Action News 
Six, and Eyewitness News. It was quite an 
interesting day.”

As a result of his talk with David R. 
Boldt, editor of the Philadelphia Inquirer 
editorial page, Sadaruchi was cited as one of 
those gathered in the mall who exemplified 
constitutional freedom.

Sadaruchi was quoted in a July 17 edito
rial saying, “We like this country so we can 
practice freedom of religion. I guess we 
couldn’t do that without the Constitution.” 

That kind of thing, the writer commented, 
“is what the Constitution is all about.”
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B o o k  R e v i e w

Scholar’s Work Assails Cult Stereotype
Deprogrammings, multimillion-dollar 

brainwashing suits, harassment, and conflicts 
with parents are a few of the results wrought 
upon the Hare Krishna Movement by the 
great American cult scare, argues Dr. Larry 
D. Shinn in his book. The Dark Lord.

Shinn describes anticultism as “one of the 
most ominous challenges to ISKCON’s fu
ture in America.” He states that anticultists’ 
attempts to depict the Hare Krishna move
ment as “a dark and demonic cult that seduces 
the minds of unsuspecting youth” will suc
ceed to the extent that the “images of 
Jonestown are successfully transferred.” 

According to the author, the anticult 
movement is made up of independent organi
zations like the Citizens Freedom Foundation 
(CFF), the Tucson Freedom of Thought 
Foundation, and the American Family Foun
dation (AFF). One clearing house for infor
mation on cults, the Center for Destructive 
Cultism, is said to work with the AFF to legiti
mize their claims. These groups have strong 
financial backing and try to use the media to 
slop “destructive cults,” always naming 
“Hare Krishna” as among the worst.

At the outset, Shinn states his intention to 
prove that the Hare Krishnas are “a religious 
faith worth studying in their own right as a 
Hindu missionary venture into the English- 
speaking world.”

He writes, “This book purposely accepts

the double entendrd of the title, The Dark 
Lord. On the one hand, Krishna is the name of 
the Deity at the center of ISKCON devotion 
and is presented quite often in dark-blue or 
black images. The name Krishna in Sanskrit 
literally means ‘black,’ and this Deity has 
been worshiped in India for more than 2,000 
years without any prejorativc meaning being 
attached to His color. In fact, the scriptures of 
India extol Krishna’s color as the beneficent 
expression of the God who chooses to enter 
our bleak period of history in a form that will 
be most beneficial to the salvation of human
kind.

“On the other hand, the anticult writers 
have painted Krishna and the movement that 
bears His name as dark and demonic blots on 
the recent religious history in America. 
Claiming violence to be at the very heart of 
the scriptures of ISKCON (namely, the 
Bhagavad-gita), cult critics have accused 
ISKCON devotees of teaching parental hate, 
promoting societal disharmony, and develop
ing an ‘army’of robots willing to do anything 
for the success of ISKCON. These arc among 
the images that will be tested [in The Dark 
Lord] against the realities of ISKCON’s 
teachings and practices.”

Chapter five, “Why Worship a Blue 
God?” examines the conversion process. 
While anticultists claim devotees are “brain
washed” into joining ISKCON, Shinn ex

plains the commitment in terms of genuine 
religious devotion. He summarizes Krishna’s 
pastimes and states outright that the Krishna 
Consciousness religion answers a lot of ques
tions for some people. He writes, “ . .  .in all 
religious traditions, the story of one’s sacred 
reality is the most true story one can tell and 
liv e .. . .  The answer to this chapter’s basic 
question, Why worshipa blue god? is a simple 
one: because it makes sense to live within the 
symbolic and meaningful universe circum
scribed by Krishna’s lila, or play.”

Several chapters discuss the fallacy of 
brainwashing and the destructive effect of 
deprogramming. Shinn deftly demolishes the 
“goon” theory of the anticultists, wherein the 
word “zombie” describes a cult member—a 
once intelligent young person who has been 
turned into a manipulated, unthinking, under
nourished “roboL” The author discusses the 
“classical Chaitanya traditions” practiced by 
ISKCON and explains the basis of the beliefs, 
practices, and Krishna conscious lifestyle. 
After describing the benefits a typical devotee 
found within ISKCON, Shinn says, “Tradi
tional Krishna explanations of the saving 
effect of the Hare Krishna chant are not easily 
squared with anticultists’ claims that the 
Krishnas’ chanting is primarily a brainwash
ing technique.. .  ”

In the last chapter, “Through a Dark Look
ing Glass,” Shinn launches his attack on the 
entire anticult movement. He says, “ ..  .more 
mainline churches in America are beginning 
to realize that much of the anticultists’ cri
tique is thinly disguised opposition to deep-

felt religious piety of any kind. Therefore, to 
a great extent, all persons who value their 
religious freedom have a stake in how well a 
new and marginal missionary movement like 
ISKCON is treated.”

He concludes: “The Hare Krishna Move
ment in America reflects the same limitations 
and foibles as any religious institution. Devo
tees are human beings who, like most reli
gious disciples, have higher aspirations for 
themselves than they often can achieve in 
practice. Devotees often fall short of that 
which they know to be right and good and yet 
seek a level of religious commitment that is 
uncommon in most religious institutions in 
America.. . .  Nonetheless, the stylized anti
cult images of Krishna devotees as slaves of a 
dark and demonic Lord are inappropriate 
caricatures if one is truly interested in under
standing why thousands of American youths 
have sought religious satisfaction in the In
dian tradition of the dark Lord Krishna.”

Dr. Shinn has made a major contribution 
toward gaining recognition for ISKCON as a 
real religion, one with a right to exist in any 
free society. At a time when the Hare Krishna 
Movement in America is threatened by one 
brainwashing lawsuit after another, his book 
soundly refutes the cult image.

Editors note: The Dark Lord is available 
by mail fo r $20.95 (postage paid in U.S., add 
$10 overseas). Write to: Sales Dept., West
minster Press, 925 Chestnut St., Philadel
phia, PA 19107. After reading it, pass it along 
to a relative, friend, or VIP.

New Optimism in Robin Georae Case

‘Brainwashing’ Theory Will Fail 
Against First Amendment Rights

ISKCON's foremost battle in the war 
against anticultism is the Robin George 
case, now in appeal. Despite repeated and 
protracted legal fights with the anticult 
movement, ISKCON lawyer Balavanta dasa 
comments, "ultimately we will obtain 
justice.”Balavanta is the Minister o f  Legal 
Affairs for ISKCON and works in Knoxville, 
Tennessee as an attorney. The following is 
an interview with Balavanta on the George 
case and the anticult movement in America.

IWR: Do you see any hope for us in the 
Robin George case?
Balavanta:Alrcady one court of appeal in 
California has soundly overturned the brain
washing accusation .This is in Molko v. Uni
fication Church, a predecessor to the Robin 
George case that is now before the California 
Supreme Court. We think this decision will 
ultimately serve as a precedent to help over
turn the Robin George case. The appellate 
court said that this argument of “coercive 
persuasion,” also known as “brainwashing,” 
is “nothing but thinly disguised religious 
prejudice masquerading as expert opinion.” 
IWR: What part did the anticult movement 
play in bringing about the Robin George 
case?
Balavanta: I believe they were the entire 
energy and force behind it. We know that 
there is a network of anticult attorneys and 
activists who certainly encouraged Robin, 
and as far as we know participated in the 
financing of the case, participated in the legal 
attack itself, and conceived the strategy of 
the case from the outseL 
IWR: How powerful is the anticult move
ment in America today?
Balavanta: Currently I’d say it’s very dan
gerous and very powerful. Their power and 
influence is based upon sensationalism in the

sense that the members of the public always 
fear the unknown. The anticultists distort and 
exaggerate aspects of religious organizations 
which are unusual or bizarre to the uniniti
ated and attempt to draw conclusions from 
that. When the public becomes aware of the 
full picture, then the distorted claims of the 
anticult group arc seen in their true light and 
their purposes arc defeated. In the meantime, 
however, the religious group undergoes a 
great deal of suffering and mistreatment at 
their hands.
IW R: What are some of the tactics they’ve 
used against new religious groups during the 
last decade?
Balavanta: Well, we remember the depro
grammings of the 1970s, as a result of which 
many individuals lost their personal freedom 
and constitutional rights at the hands of these 
groups of people opposed to religious prac
tices. Gradually that particular maneuver has 
been defeated by the legal system.

Their next move was to create conserva
torships which actually engaged the courts in 
the kidnapping process by granting parents 
custodial rights over their adult children. 
This was successful in the short term, but 
was also ultimately overcome.

The latest in their battery is the attempt to 
sue religious groups for brainwashing. Their 
aim is to drain the coffers and intimidate 
prospective members and current members 
and turn the jury and the legal system. Again 
they do this by exaggerating and distorting 
the various practices to alienate the public, 
which in this case is the jury. But this claim 
is, in like fashion, being seen in its true light 
by the appellate courts.
IWR: What is ISKCON’s strategy for deal
ing with the anticultists?
Balavanta: We just have to rely upon the 
good will of the American people and what

ever honesty is left in the legal system. We 
are innocent victims and the American pub
lic has typically come to the aid of such 
people. We’re confident that as long as we 
continue to bring light upon the facts of each 
case, ultimately we will obtain justice.

The deprogramming organizations capi
talize on distortion, exaggeration, inuendo, 
and falsity. Thus they succeed in darkness or 
semi-darkness. They love semi-darkness 
where they take a little bit of truth and so 
distort it that it becomes a falsehood. So our 
tactic is to put full light and apply the legal 
precedent of constitutional protection— 
which we are as much entitled to as anyone 
has ever been—and ultimately we will win.

We know we have a right to practice our 
religion no matter what any self-styled reli
gious censor may decide. The anticultists are 
self-proclaimed protectors of the religious 
morals of this country and fortunately they 
don’t have the authority to do so.

CAUTION: Karmi TV may be 
unhealthful, causing symptoms 
of complacency, lethargy, and 

death. Especially injurious 
to children.

W a n t  s o m e t h i n g  
t r a n s c e n d e n t a l  t o  w a t c h ?

OVER 150 SELECTIONS, including 36 shows of Srila Prabhu- 
pada full-length movies, puppet stones, documentaries, musical 
instruction, etc Send$1 tor 10-page catalog and deduct Irom your 
first order 10% off dunng our pre-holiday sale (thru 12/87) when 
purchasing three or more tapes GIVE THE ULTIMATE VIDEO 
GIFTS TO FAMILY, FRIENDS, RELATIVES, AN0 YOURSELF.
ITV, 3812 Bagley Ave., Culver City. CA 90232

Help Free the Soviet Hare Krishnas
ISKCON’s Committee to Free Soviet 

Hare Krishnas wishes to thank everyone 
who participated in the Sept. 15 interna
tional demonstration on behalf of the impris
oned devotees. It was a success beyond our 
expectations, and an answer to our prayers 
and the prayers of the Soviet devotees.

Now, much more than before, we need 
the financial support of ISKCON members 
to ensure that our work can expand and 
meet the demands that are resulting from 
increased publicity. Please join the Commit
tee to Free Soviet Hare Krishnas—here’s 
how:

Plan A
• Send $21. You’ll receive the famous Hare 
Krishna in the L/SSff tape, a 2-1 /2" “Free the 
Soviet Hare Krishnas" button, and two pho
tos of the Soviet devotees. You will also 
receive protest postcards with pictures of

the imprisoned devotees to mail to the So
viet authorities.

Plan B
• Send $51. In addition to receiving the 
above items, you will personally sponsor 
one of the imprisoned devotees. Informa
tion on the case will be forwarded to you and 
you’ll receive regular updated information 
on the imprisoned devotee. You’ll have the 
chance to correspond with your devotee’s 
friends and relatives in the USSR, and 
possibly the devotee himself.

Send your membership contribution 
along with your name and address to:

The Committee 
to Free Soviet Hare Krishnas 

Almviks Gard 
153 00 Jarna 

Sweden
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W A N T E D

ISKCON Zambia—114 acre farm on the out
skirts of Lusaka needs devotee developers and 
growers. In middle of dairy belt, buildings, conal, 
electricity, water bore holes, and fencing intact. 
Weather superb; five hours from Victoria Falls. 
Write: P.O. Box 20242, Kitwe, Zambia. Be free 
from nuclear anxiety.

W anted— Ektar, large size, old print Bhagavad- 
gitas. Call Gauridasa Pandita dasa (206) 325- 
0537.

Help wanted: BBT artist Charuhasa dasa, doing 
work for Back to Godhead, looking for devotee(s) 
to assist in producing paintings of Krishna’s pas
times, puppet shows, Krishna cartoons, etc. Work 
needed includes assistance in painting, coloring 
cartoon cells, sewing puppet clothing, modeling, 
etc. No experience necessary, will train. Charu
hasa dasa, 3764 Watseka Ave., Los Angeles, CA 
90034. Tel.: (213) 559-8263.

Com puter program m er for (1) animation and 
graphics for science publications and videos; (2) 
research projects on topics relating to Vedic cos
mology, origin of life, etc. Use Sun workstation 
and computer-to-videolape transfer equipment. 
Contact Sadaputa dasa, (619) 272-8145. 1136 
Grand Ave., San Diego, CA 92109.

37901.

S A L E S /S E R V I C E S

Video pilgrim ages produced by BhakTV 
(Vasudeva dasa); 500th Anniversary—Mayapur 
1986/60 min., $23.95; Padayalra—inc. 1986 
Mayapur arrival/40 min., $21.95; Kumbha Mela— 
Haridwar 1986/35 min., $21.95. Order from ITV, 
3812 Bagley, Culver City, CA 90232. Also avail
able from Sankirtan Movement, Inc.: South Indian 
Tour/2 hrs., $23.95; part one only (Tirupati-Ma- 
dras) or part two only (Kanchi-Sri Rangam-Ra- 
mesvaram)—$ 18.50 each. 500th Anniversary plus 
Padayalra/100 min., $29.95. Order from SMI, 
3764 Watseka Ave., Los Angeles, CA 90034.

Vedic Astrologer—Consult Syamasundara dasa, 
compilerof the VaishnavaCalendar, for astrologi
cal problem-solving. First time for sale: Vedic 
astrology program. Does very elaborate calcula
tions, many years in the making, answer to astrolo
gers’ prayers. For information about our compre
hensive astrological services and the Vedic Astrol
ogy Program, send a large self-addressed envelope 
to SRIVAS, Society for a Renaissance in Vedic 
Astrological Sciences, 4255 LBJ Freeway, Suite 
114, Dallas, TX 75244.

Com puter typesetting— Let the publishers of 
The ISKCON World Review handle all your type
setting needs. Call (213) 839-0903.

Krishna-, Chaitanya-, and Prabhupada-lila T- 
shirts and puzzles. Many other New Age designs. 
Free catalog. Seeta-Rama Transfers, P.O. Box 
228, Dept. I, Badger, CA 93603.

Advertise in the ISKCON World Review—the 
only publication that goes to every ISKCON 
temple in the world.

Deity crowns custom made for your Lordships. 
For information call Gauridasa Pandita dasa (206) 
325-0537.

B ooks of th e  S ix  G o svam is  
(an d  th e ir c o n tem p o ra ries )
Rupa Gosvami

Glories o f Sri Krsna $6 
Govinda-virudavali $6 
Radha-Krsna-ganoddesa- 
dipika $10

Raghunatha dasa Gosvami 
Vraja-vilasa-stava $6 

Jiva Gosvami
Tattva-sandarbha $ 10 

Baladeva Vidyabhusana 
Aisvarya-kadambini $6 

Prabodhananda Sarasvati 
Caitanya-candramrta $6 

Anthology
Glories o f Sri Caitanya $6 

Send orders to:
Krsna Institute 
P.O. Box 281 

Culver City, CA 90232 
Tel.: (213) 838-3535

T ranscendental Cassettes! Over 208 rare 
tapes—specializing in Vishnujana, Music of In
dia, New Age and Children’s. Free List. $1 sam
pler tapes. Mahi Bart a, P.O. Box 228, Badger, CA 
93603.

Urgently needed— Sincere, enthusiastic devotees 
to help with this most important, direct service to 
Srila Prabhupada. Enter hand-written corrections 
to complete the transcriptions of all of Srila 
Prabhupada’s tapes— more than 3,000 morning 
walks, room conversations, lectures, etc. Don’t 
miss this opportunity to please Krishna. Talk to 
Ekanatha and Ranjhit at (213) 559-2143 or write 
to: Bhaktivedanta Archives, c/o Ekanatha and 
Ranjhit, 9701 Venice Blvd., Los Angeles, CA 
90034.

Birth announcement: Twin boys, Kesava- 
kumara and Braja Mandala, bom Sept 3, 1987, to 
Stutya dasa and Bhranti-devi dasi.

C l a s s i f i e d  A d  P r i c e s
$.50 per word for a regular listing; 

$.75 per word for boxed listing. 
Send your ad, with payment to: 

IWR Classified Ads,
P.O. Box 1487,

Culver City, CA 90232 USA

D i s p l a y  A d s  A v a i l a b l e

W r i t e  f o r  I n f o r m a t i o n .

Bhakti, the story of a young Hare 
Krishna devotee, is available in the 
U.S. Perfect for children or to give as 
gifts. Contact the 
Ministry of Educa
tion, P.O. Box 
400767, Brooklyn,
NY 11240, for 
more information.

S c r i p t u r e  o n  T a p e
Isopanisad, Upadesamrta, Sildas- 

taka, Brahrna-samhita, Krsna- 
karnamrta, and many other classic 

works on audiocassette, 
with Sanskrit, English, and back

ground music. Also, complete 
Krsna-lila from the Bhagavatam. 
For a free catalog, please write to: 

Padma Productions 
P.O. Box 2459 

Miami Beach, FL 33140

11  Y e a r s  o f  B T G

#35-20.12; 139 magazines total.
$100; sold as set only.

Price includes 12 official BTG 
binders and shipping in the 

continental U.S.
(missing #41,10.1, 18.6,19.1, 20.10,20.11)

S r i m a d - B h a g a  v a t  a m
Reference set (fair-good condition). 

Complete Bhaktivedanta edition, 
1.1-10.3 (33 vols.)

$75 (sold as set only; 
includes U.S. shipping).

C a i t a n y a - c a r i t a m r t a
Reference set (fair-good condition) 

Complete 17 vols. $40 
(sold as set only; 

includes U.S. shipping).
To order, phone (213) 839-0903.

1 9 8 8  S r i -V ig ra h a  C a le n d a r
Spiral-bound, desktop-style with 

sacred images, envelope. 
Also 10 assorted Krishna-lila 

Diwali cards with envelopes. For 
quantity details call 

Satyanarayana dasa collect: 
(718) 720-8642.

Perfect gift— Beautiful printing

the complete unabridged .

K R S N A  i
Audio-Cassette Recording 

with Background Music
V olum es 1, 2, & 3— on 32 Tapes

Narrated by Amala-bhakta Dasa

SRILA PRABHUPADA SAID: . .by hearing the pastimes of Lord 
Krishna, one is sure and certain to get salvation and be transferred 
back home, back to G odhead. . .if one wants this association of 
Lord Krishna in the transcendental kingdom of God for eternity in 
blissful existence, one must hear about the pastimes of Lord 
Krishna.. (Krsna, vol. 3, chp. 21)

Now you can do so on thirty 92 minute and two 62 minute high 
quality BASF tapes, totaling 48 hours of transcendental listening 
pleasure.

Vol. one: 10 tapes— $40; Vol. two: 10 tapes— $40; Vol. three: 12 
tapes— $46; or purchase all of them at one time for $116, saving 
$10. Add $2 postage/handling; non-U.S. airmail add 30%; surface 
add 15% (U.S. funds only). Calif, residents add 6-1/2% sales tax.

For latest free catalog about this tape and others, please send a 
self-addressed stamped envelope to:

KRISHNA PRODUCTIONS  
3305 Cardiff Ave., Dept. IWR-18, 

Los Angeles, CA 90034

Laminated bookmarks— Shikshaslaka prayers 
(Sanskrit and English). Perfect for membership, 
gift store; blue, saffron, or yellow. Only $1 each 

Call LIVE! “Locaters of Information for Vegetar- @5 or more S.50 each). Include $.50 postage, 
ian Education,” an information and referral service Prabhupada s letters on child care, bound in 
run by the East Tennessee Vegetarian Society. 1- chronological order. Only $12, plus $1 postage. 
800-548-3438. Inside Tennessee: (615) 588-7700. Ten or more- *7 each. Mahadevi dasi, 3744 
Send inquiries to: P.O. Box 854, Knoxville, TN Watseka Ave., #2, Los Angeles, CA 90034. Mes

sage: (213) 836-2676.

A N N O U N C E M E N T S

F R E E



LU  £l i  o  en

§ “  >  cc
C/5 <  
Z  X
2  I "  

&  -  ^  >  

Ê  O
œ  w
Z  LU 
O  1X1
■ 3  Œ*  ni ■ ■

Q  O

The I S K C O N  W o r l d  R e v i e w  thanks the fo llow in g  S u sta in -  
ers for their m onthly contribu tions tow ard the publication  
and d istr ibu tion  o f th is new spaper:
Diana D ’Andrea, Dana Point, Calif.; Jayanta dasa.. La Jolla, Calif.; Pun- 
yatama dasa, Los Angeles, C alif; Lalanamani-devi dasi, Venice, C alif; 
Radhaseva-devi dasi, Pacific Beach, Calif.; Rabindranatha Datta, Pasa
dena, Calif.; and Vasudevareddy Kethireddy, Rolling Meadows, 111.

. . . and the fo llo w in g  A m erican ISK CO N centers:
Atlanta, Chicago, Dallas, Denver, Detroit, Fullerton, Houston, Los 
Angeles, New York, Philadelphia, and San Diego.

. . .  we also thank:
The Philadelphia and Detroit Hare Krishna Food for Life programs, 
and the San Diego Govinda’s Restaurant.
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B ecom e an IS K C O N  W o rld  R e v ie w  S u sta in er!
The monthly publication of the ISKCON World Review  depends on temples 

and individuals who have pledged to give monthly contributions of $25, $50, 
$100, or more. If you believe that ISKCON needs the forum of communication 
represented by this newspaper, please make a pledge today.

You may send your entire pledge at one time or use the coupon below to set 
up electronic fund transfers from your bank. Just specify the amount you wish 
to give each month and enclose a check for your first donation. All contributions 
to the ISKCON World Review  are tax-deductible, and at the end of the year IWR 
will mail you a receipt for all of your donations. Mail to: the ISKCON  World 
Review, P.O. Box 1487, Culver City, CA 90232.

IS K C O N  
W orld  R eview  
M onth ly  M em 
b ersh ip  Plan
This stub is for your 
records. Thank you 
for your support.

ISKCON World Review  
Monthly Membership Plan
I hereby authorize my bank to charge my account each 
month and pay the ISKCON World Review\be amount 
shown below.

Amount per month: $ __________

I hereby authorize 
my bank to charge 
my account each 
month and pay the 
ISKCON World Re
view  the amount 
shown below.

Amount per month:

$ ____________

Name:

Address:

Signature:

Date signed:.

State:

Please enclose a check for your first month’s contribution. 
Thank you for your support of the ISKCON World Review. 
Indicate preferred date to withdraw funds:

□ 5 th  □  20th
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Philadelphia Mayor Dedicates New Homeless Shelter
PHILADELPHIA— Mayor Wilson Goode 
delivered the keynote address at the grand 
opening of the city’s second Hare Krishna 
Food for Life shelter.

The three-story building now houses 95 
women and children. The opening, held Oct.
20, 1987, was attended by 100 guests.

Food for Life program directors Rupa 
Manohara dasa and Chandrika-devi dasi, 
hosted the mayor’s tour of the facility just 
before his speech. One of the new residents,
Ms. Reo English, 24, led the tour through 
most of the 28 newly-constructed rooms and 
shower facilities, explaining the shelter’s 
day-to-day activities to Mr. Goode.

“I want to express my deep appreciation 
for your care in opening up this shelter,” the 
mayor said, turning to Chandrika and Rupa 
Manohara during his address. He went on to 
commend “those persons who are homeless 
but not helpless, who indeed showed them
selves in a position to use their skills to make 
the repair in this building . . .  these persons 
need a helping hand, and given that helping 
hand, can indeed help themselves.”

At the podium with the mayor were Irene 
Pemsley, commissioner of human services 
for the city of Philadelphia; Michael Phillips, 
deputy commissioner of human services;
Rupa Manohara, and Chandrika.

Two local television news programs, and 
an all-news radio station reported on the 
event, and Philadelphia’s Daily News pub
lished a large photo ot the mayor embracing 
a three-year old boy, a resident at the facility.

Located 12 blocks from city hall on North 
Broad St., Philadelphia’s main thoroughfare, 
the building previously served as the Jeffer-

I W R  I n t e r v i e w :

Vedic History—Key
On August 8, ISKCON's North American 

governing body commissioners met in Dal
las to discuss various spiritual and manage
rial topics. During those meetings a resolu
tion was passed to form a group o f qualified 
devotees to research specific unresolved 
questions. The most important being how to 
properly carry on disicplic succession in 
Srila Prabhupada’s absence.

This topic has come to be known as the 
“guru issue," and many people feel that 
studying Vaishnava history holds the key to 
understanding this topic.

In this interview, IWR talks with Gaura 
Keshava dasa, one o f the eight devotees 
named to GBC research committee.

IW R: How do you suppose the committee 
will approach this project?
G aura Keshava: First, the leaders of 
ISKCON have to decide on their parameters. 
ISKCON is just one part of the Vaishnava 
tradition, so they may decide to limit the 
study of Vaishnavism to Srila Prabhupada’s 
books. Okay, fine. We would come up with 
one idea. However, they may also want to 
include Prabhupada’s lectures, morning

to Guru Issue?
walks, taped conversations, and letters. If we 
do, then we’ll get a slighUy broader idea.

If we also include the tradiuon of the 
Gaudiya Matha [the society started by Srila 
Prabhupada’s guru], then we’ll come out 
with a slightly broader idea. If we include 
Gaudiya Vaishnavism as a whole, we’ll 
come out with an even broader idea. Then if 
we include all four of the major Vaishnava 
lines, we’re going to come out with an even 
broader idea. And if we consider the Vedic 
tradition, including vamashrama [social 
order]— then we’re going to come out with 
an even broader idea.
IW R: How can studying Vaishnava tradi
tion, in whatever context you want to limit it, 
help us to resolve the guru issue?
G aura Keshava: Let’s find out what the real 
question is first. The real question is not 
“What is a guru?” We should have asked that 
one before we took initiation, right? We 
always thought we knew what it meant, so 
why are we so confused now?

The real question is: “How is the disciplic 
succession going to go on?” Basically we’re 
a preaching movement and we just want to 
know how it’s going to go on, that’s all.

Now, if we look back and see how the 
disciplic line went on for so many thousands 
of years, there’s no doubt we’ll be able to get 
through the next 10 years. In other words, it 
doesn’t seem to be such a big problem— 10 
years—when we see how it got through so 
many thousands of years.
IWR: What is meant by “Vedic roots”? 
G aura Keshava: Every branch of the Vaish
nava religion can be traced back through 
what is called a sampradaya or guru-param- 
para. Translated, this means “disciplic suc
cession” or “lineage” and can be mapped like 
a family tree. Thus a disciple of a specific 
line can trace his connection all the way back 
to Krishna.

Some scholars say ISKCON comes from 
the “Chaitanyite” tradition, referring to Lord 
Chaitanya. But Srila Prabhupada never said 
we were Chaitanyite. Have you ever heard 
him use that word? No. That’s because Srila 
Bhaktisiddhanta very specifically called his 
movement the “Brahma-Madhva-Gaudiya” 
sampradaya. “Brahma” because we start 
from Brahma. “Madhva” because the 
acharya Madhva is included. “Gaudiya” 
because we’re Bengali Vaishnavas; we fol
low Chaitanya. This is the thing that sepa
rates us from the other Gaudiyas: they trace 
themselves back to Chaitanya and that’s it. 
They never go back beyond Lord Chaitanya.

IWR: So we trace our succession beyond 
Lord Chaitanya all the way to Lord Brahma? 
G aura Keshava: Yes, but it’s quite com
monly understood in the Gaudiya Matha— 
and it’s becoming more widely accepted in 
ISKCON—that our guru-parampara is not a 
diksha lineage, passed on by formal initia
tion. It is more accurately called a 
bhagavata-parampara. This means a shik- 
sha lineage, a line of instructing gurus.

Please turn to page six

son District Welfare Office for the State of 
Pennsylvania. Last February it was acquired 
by Hare Krishna Food for Life.

The first Food for Life shelter program 
opened at 1408 South S l in December of 
1984. Mayor Goode gave the keynote speech 
at this function too. Funded about equally by 
the city and Travelers’ Aid, it has since 
housed 20 homeless men and served 100 
prasadam  meals, six days a week.

The new shelter is maintained almost 
exclusively with city funds and provides for 
women and children only. It comprises two 
residential floors, 20 newly-installed show
ers, sinks, and toilets, a children’s day-care 
area staffed by two Montessori teachers, a 
common room, and a dining room. Two full
time staff social workers assist residents in 
obtaining income and housing and in learn
ing life skills.

The devotees serve residents three full 
prasadam  meals daily. Prasadam  for both 
facilities is cooked and offered at the Phila
delphia ISKCON temple.

After summarizing the Hare Krishna 
Food for Life program’s accomplishments in 
Philadelphia, Chandrika told those as
sembled at the grand opening, ‘There are an 
estimated 15- to 20,000 homeless right here g 
in Philadelphia . . .  and recent events in the |  
stock market give us pause to reflect that J  
poverty and homelessness may not be so far g 
removed from any one of us and our lives. |  
Cleariy, there is a great need for people |  
willing to make personal sacrifices to benefit o 
those who are homeless.

“It is with this consciousness that we ^ 
have opened this second Hare Krishna Food

for Life shelter here in Philadelphia.”
“It was Srila Prabhupada’s vision,” 

Chandrika continued, ‘That Hare Krishna 
devotees work in a spirit of cooperation and 
compassion with the government and other

people of good will to feed people and give 
them shelter as an expression of God’s 
mercy. I hope that we can all continue to 
work together to realize this vision and see 
an end to such senseless suffering.”

Mayor Goode with Chandrika,GBC Ravindra Svarupa, and Rupa Manohara.

Gaura Keshava dasa performs the instal
lation of the murti at Srila Prabhupada’s 
samadhi in 1983.
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GBC Asked to Define 
Parameters of Vedic Research

M ost devotees in ISKCON know of Gaura K eshava dasa. W hile 
outspoken and som etim es radical in his opinions, he brings to 
bear a deep understanding of Vedic culture and tradition.

In th is m onth’s interview , he asks which books the Governing  
Body Com m ission will accept for answ ers to the questions facing  
ISKCON. He refers to a vast body of Vedic literature and com
m entary w ritten by scholars throughout the ages. So far the GBC 
has been silen t on the issue and has never m ade a formal policy.

The Vedic scriptures are w ritten in Sanskrit and other Indian  
langu ages, although m any English translations exist. The ques
tion of which to accept is problem atic however, because non
devotee scholars tend to distort the personalist philosophy.

Although Srila Prabhupada’s books will alw ays be the m ost 
im portant references, he also asked his d iscip les to archive and 
translate other Vedic scriptures. Scholars w ith in  the m ovem ent 
study certain books they think are valuable and feel th at it would 
be a m istake to cut ourselves off from the other branches o f  
V aishnava tradition.

It seem s im portant therefore, for the GBC to com m ission a 
careful analysis  o f the literature available and decide on a stan 
dard. T his process could take years. B ut as Gaura K eshava points 
out, it is a necessary first step toward form ing a policy and more 
solid foundation for the future.

The history of V aishnavism  could hold the key to the resolution  
o f the guru issue. Various literatures, i f  they are selected  care
fully and interpreted properly, could lend trem endous au th en tic
ity  and historical significance to our m ovem ent. 

The benefits o f careful and deep study in th is area can bring us 
increased confidence in our tradition and inspiration to m ake  
ISKCON’s preaching m ission successful.

Letters to The Editor
Hare Krishna,

Thank you for the sample copy of your The introduction of Vedic astrology is the
ISKCON World Review. I find your publica- vanguard of a movement to re-spiritualize
tion very interesting and have a few com- astrology in this country. It is becoming rcc-
ments. ognized among the astrological community

1. Your story on the Soviet Krishnas only that to be an astrologer doesn’t mean to be 
told of the demonstrations against the im- able to calculate planetary positions and 
prisonment of the devotees, but not the cir- study text books on the subject. The most 
cumstances of the imprisonment itself. I important aspect is the dedication to spiritual 
don’t think all your readers will know. Also, discipline that the astrologer must have.
no information was given on how to contact Without purity of consciousness it is
people if readers want to also protest. Maybe impossible for the astrologer to know the
a follow-up article is in order. will of the Lord, and an astrologer who

2. I would like to sec more pictures of doesn’t know the will of the Lord is no as- 
Krishna. trologer at all. That is why in Sanskrit the

3. More philosophical content in articles astrologer is called daivajna, “one who 
instead of just relating events. knows the will of God.”

1 like your publication. It seems like a By the way, I would like to compliment
“party” journal and very safe, but at the same the IWR staff for the quality of the publica-
time it’s important to know what the party tion. It is vital that the truth be known about
line is. I think it has great potential to also be our problems. They do not go away if we
instructive and inspirational, as well as infor- ignore them, but only get worse,
mative. But then I’ve only seen one issue. I The first step in finding a solution is to
look forward to more. admit that you have a problem. It is my
Sincerely, strong feeling that ISKCON is by no means
Gail Hayes finished: the great Rishis Sukadeva
Berkeley, Calif. Goswami and Brighu Muni have stated in

their astrological writings that ISKCON’s
Dear Gail, future is bright as long as we strive to remain

Back to Godhead magazine offers many pure. 
philosophical articles and pictures o f  The next 15 years will see a great renewal
Krishna. Please write to them d o  ISKCON, and regeneration of ISKCON, but we
41-51 W. Allens Ln., Philadelphia, PA shouldn’t be complacent—rather we should
19119, fo r  subscription information. always be on guard not to deviate from the

desires of Prabhupada and the previous
Dear Editor, acharyas.

Hare Krishna. As you may or may not ^ s  *on8 as there are sincere devotees who
know, the hippie generation of the ’60s is have ^  ^,e*r an(  ̂sou  ̂on^  desire ° f
now becoming firmly entrenched in the cor- Prabhupada, then all illusions will be van-
ridors of power. More and more they are quished in the movement and it will go for-
tunung to occult forms of counseling. There ward. As Prabhupada said, Purity is the
was a huge article about it in the New York f°rce-
Times last October (it took up a quarter of the Yours,
front page and a whole page inside). Syamasundara dasa

Astrology is becoming more and more Dallas, Texas 
accepted in this country; there arc 70,000 or
more astrologers in the U.S. and thousands L 0 tt6 rS  P o lic y  
consult them daily.

It was Prabhupada’s desire that we intro- Letters arc encouraged on any topic relat-
duce cultural preaching in this country, and ing to the Krishna Consciousness Move-
astrology is one way that is very much ac- mcnt. It is the policy of the ISKCON World
ccptcd. Astrologers very much appreciate Review  to allow all sides of an issue to be
the fact that in India, astrology is pan of the fairly represented.
Vedas and there is no schism between church Letters may be edited for length or clar-
and astrology. In recent years astrology in ity, but care is taken to avoid changing the
the West had become very secular. intent of the writer.

Book Distribution Results Go Unreported • Sankirtan Report
IS K C O N  W orld R eview  has received several more international * 

book distribution results. However, m ost tem ples have not yet * C i tV /C o u n t r V !  D a t e :  
reported. It is understandable, because international m ail is  slow • 
and som etim es unreliable, and phone calls are expensive. • y  D i s t r i b u t o r s - 

However, we urgently request all centers to report their figures * " '   
using th is form (r ig h t ). Hopefully by next m onth we will have * 
more inform ation. Current results: •  

M o n te r r e y ,  M ex ico : 4,500 sm all books (one m onth  total). Top d istribu to rs: * ^  _
M adhavi-devi dasi. •  C u m u l a t i v e  T o t a l s : ______________________________________ __
B o m b ay , In d ia :  586 m aha-b ig  books, 590 big books, 245 m edium  books, *
3,233 sm all books, 3,408 m agazines (th ree days—Aug. 15-17). •
S a n ta  C ru z , B o liv ia : 2 m aha-big, 8 pocket, 360 m edium , 2 sm all, 7 m aga- * —--------------------------------------- “  ~ ;------------------------- -—
zines (A ugust only); 6 pocket, 288 m edium , 2 m agazines (Septem ber only). •  List books by category. Each score should include everything
Top d istrib u to rs: V ish n u ra ta  dasa , G arbobas dasa. •  from Jan. 1 , 1 9 8 7  to present. Attach separate sheet if neces-
S a n  S a lv a d o r ,  E l S a lv a d o r :  15,878 m agazines, Top d istribu to rs: Bk. Ju lio  * sary. Mail to: IWR, P.O. BOX 1 4 8 7 , Culver City, CA 9 0 2 3 2 .
3,764 m agazines, P rab h u  P u ra n d a ra  2,716 m agazines •
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Hare Krishna kids on the air at the Radio Krishna Centrale studio in Florence.

without struggle. Competition for frcquen- RKC is full of stories like that. “The Italian
cies and watt-power have been a constant people themselves have helped us a lot,”
problem during RKC’s growth. Mirabhai recalls. “One time we were off the

“In the beginning,” explains Mirabhai, air and people would call us up practically
“we just had one small transmitter. It had crying and say, ‘When will you be back on?
very low frequency and very low watts. Even What can I do? Who are the ones who are
then we came in on a station that tried to blast doing this?’
us off the air.” “Actually we are inspired by the listen-

Mirabhai recalls one story, early in ers’ comments, and it gives us encourage-
RKC’s history, when the station faced such a mcnt that what we’re doing is being well-
problem. “There was a pop radio station run accepted all over Italy,” Mirabhai says,
by some college kids in Florence. They had What docs Mirabhai get out of her years
something like 500 watts and naturally we of experience? She speaks of many cncoun-
were disturbing them, because we had about tcrs with people and a long list of corrcspon-
2,000 watts. In Italy the radio waves aren’t dcnce, which she always tries to answer. The
regulated as strictly as in the U.S. and some personal aspects of radio work arc very re-
other countries, but they were calling us and warding to her. She says, “Sometimes I meet
even threatened us with a law suit! people who have heard me on the air and

“One Sunday they showed up at the they tell me something they’ve learned or
temple. I didn’t know who they were, but how their life has changed by listening to
they came up to me and said, ‘W e’ve just dc- RKC. It makes me realize that Krishna has
cided—you can have that frequency. What used me as His instrument to reach out to
you guys are doing is much better than what someone. I can never tell who’s listening or
we wanted to do. We re just playing pop wiiai suuc of consciousness they're in, but
music, but we like what you’re doing.’ They I’ve learned that through the radio, we can
took some prasadam  and left.” actually reach out and touch the hearts of

Mirabhai will tell you that the history of people in a very profound way.”

Radio Krishna Centrale: 
The Italian Radio Connection
Radio Krishna Centrale is ISKCON’s 

24 hours-a-day radio station that features 
nearly 30 programs. The station was started 
in 1980 by Krishna Chaitanya dasa, formerly 
a well-known Italian musician named Clau
dio Rocci. One of the announcers, Mirabhai- 
devi dasi, has been with the station since it 
began, and has seen it grow from one studio 
in Florence to a network of nine stations that 
reach nearly every part of the country.

Local Programming

RKC has been able to expand rapidly 
because the stations are located inside the 
already established Govinda’s restaurants. 
Most shows are broadcast from the central 
studios in Florence, but each city has local 
programming live throughout the day.

The fact that the programming shifts 
between local announcements and live 
shows, back to the central studios in Florence 
for prerecorded radio shows is important. 
“Italians identify with their own cities,” 
Mirabhai says. “Even historically speaking, 
the cities were practically like separate coun

1

Mirabhai dasi— seven years on the air.

tries and were called ‘city-states.’ Italians are 
proud to say ‘I’m from Rome, I’m from Mi
lano or Naples.’ If we didn’t include local 
programming, we wouldn’t get participation 
from the listeners—they would just think 
everything was coming from Florence.”

American Announcer in Italy

American-born, Mirabhai was a jazz 
singer before joining the Hare Krishna 
Movement. She settled in Italy while serving 
in the military and began her career in radio 
when she joined the Hare Krishna Move
ment in Florence.

Mirabhai’s presentation of Krishna 
Consciousness is an unconventional one. “ I 
like to give the listener an idea of what 
Krishna Consciousness can be—it’s life, it’s 
joy, it’s movement, it’s dance—it’s music.

“For some reason Italians love to hear 
foreigners trying to speak their language. 
Many people have told me they enjoy my 
broadcast, but warn me, ‘don’t speak Italian 
perfecdy, otherwise you’ll lose the charm.’ ”

Mirabhai sees RKC as a way to spread 
the teachings presented in Srila 
Prabhupada’s books. “We have Bhagavad- 
gita class two times a day as well as classes 
on Srimad-Bhagavatam, Nectar of Devotion, 
and Krishna Book. People hear this philoso
phy on the radio and they become inspired to 
have the books in their homes. For many 
Italians, this is their first contact with Eastern 
philosophy. At first it may be too compli
cated, but by repeated hearing, they come to 
understand and accept it. We also teach them 
to chant japa  and offer their food.”

Struggle for Watts

The development of RKC into a nation
wide broadcasting network has not been

S a m a d h i  C o m m i t t e e  R e p o r t s :

Progress and Financial Need
A recent letter from Keshidamana dasa than 51,000 was deposited with Atrcya

reports the latest news from Srila Rishi dasa, the GBC-appointed treasurer-
Prabhupada’s Vrindavana samadhi. Ac- trustee for North America. The donor
cording to the letter, substantial construc- centers mentioned in the report were
tion progress has been made in the face of Alachua, Florida; Boston; Gita Nagari,
obstacles and a looming lack of funds. Pennsylvania; and in California, Laguna
Keshidamana is secretary of the Samadhi Beach and San Diego. Other North
Fund, the committee responsible for com- American centers that may have sent
pleting the building. funds directly to Vrindavana were not

“We are pleased to report that there has mentioned in the Berkeley report, 
been substantial progress,” he notes, “but Bamboo scaffolding surrounds three
projections in the not-to-distant future sides of the samadhi as workers from
show that soon more funds will be re- Makrana, Rajasthan hand-chip marble
quired. Rumors that enough lakshmi pieces into place. Quality control prob-
[money] has been collected or donated are lems with stone shipped from Rajasthan
only that—rumors,” Keshidamana said. have forced devotees such as Hamsarupa,

A resolution passed at the GBC meet- Toshan Krishna, and Bhuma to travel over
ing in March called all ISKCON centers to 200 km several times a month to check the
make weekly donations based on their work at the quarry, 
relative size—ranging from $30 to S150. Editor's Note: To donate directly to
No official reports of international contri- the Samadhi Fund, purchase a rupees draft
butions are available; however, a newslet- at any large international bank and send
ter entitled Samadhi Now!, produced by by registered mail to: Srila Prabhupada’s
Kelilalita dasi and Chandravali dasi of Samadhi Fund, Syndicate Bank Acc. No.
Berkeley, Calif., indicates a minimal re- 13125, c/o Keshidamana dasa, Krishna-
sponse from North American centers. Balarama Mandir, Bhaktivedanta Marg,

According to the newsletter, little more Raman Reti, Mathura, U.P., India.

Krishna’s Cuisine Garners Media Attention
Lord Krishna's Cuisine—The Art o f  In

dian Vegetarian Cooking, by Yamuna-devi 
dasi, has stirred up some real interest with the 
nation’s media. Reviewers compliment the 
800-page work, saying it sets a new standard 
for Indian cookbooks.

Following the Sept. 1, 1987 release, pub
lishers E.P. Dutton and Bala Books report 
steady sales in bookstores throughout Amer
ica. “Lord Krishna's Cuisine,” said Dutton 
representatives, “was one of ils fastest sell
ing titles in the third week of September.” 
Yamuna also received more publicity than 
any current Dutton author by the end of the 
month. For example:
• “Devi more than equals such excellent 
competition as Julie Sahni’s Classic Indian 
Cooking (1980) or Classic Indian Vegetar
ian and Grain Cooking (1985), or the fine 
works of Madhur Jaffrey.”—Kirkus Reviews 
•“An encyclopedic work.. . .  The author has 
put as much work into every step and nuance 
of the project as a candidate for a doctoral 
degree would put into a dissertation. The 
result is a work of scholarship that also 
works as a cookbook.”— Phyllis C. 
Richman, Washington Post 
•“The book is the product of a spiritual and 
culinary journey . . —Trish Hall, the New 
York Times

•“This cookbook is well-written, the recipes 
arc well-tested and the glossary and refer
ence chapters are an excellent resource. The 
Art o f  Indian Vegetarian Cooking is an in
valuable volume for serious cooks and/or 
vegetarians.”—Jean Marie Brownson, Test 
Kitchen Director, Chicago Tribune
• “New vegetarian cookbooks appear on my 
desk with clocklike regularity. This was not 
only bigger, more authoritative and more 
thoroughly researched than anyiliing I had 
seen to date, but it was also interesting and 
fun to read. . . . may become the vegetarian 
Bible.”—Elaine Tait, Philadelphia Inquirer
• “This is a monumental book. . . .  It has so 
much good food in it that any serious cook 
should find it gratifying.”—Barbara Kafka, 
Vogue magazine

Other reviews have appeared in the Los 
Angeles Times, Miami Herald, Boston Sun, 
Milwaukee Journal, Publishers Weekly, 
Knoxville News-Sentinel, Richmond Times- 
Dispatch, Albuquerque Journal, and many 
other papers.

The book is also being distributed through 
Bala Books, and in Australia and the United 
Kingdom by Angus and Robertson.

Yamuna was inspired to write the book by 
Srila Prabhupada, who personally intro
duced her to Vedic cooking.

4 -
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Hare Krishna Food for Life distribution 
here continues to grow under the direction of 
Tulasi Krishna dasa, president of the local 
“Hare Krishna Paradise” center. The Frank 
Reed Horton Service Society, an interna
tional fraternity, assists the devotees in the 
fund raising, cooking, and distribution of 
prasadam.

Food for Life is also distributed in two of 
the city’s major schools. Twice a month, 
devotees distribute 500 plates at each school.

A new Hare Krishna library/preaching 
center recently opened in the heart of down
town Cebu. The center is within reach of all 
four major colleges, according to Birsingha 
dasa of Manila.

A new temple has opened on property 
owned by two ISKCON Life Members in 
Lusaka. The 100-acre property is near Victo
ria Falls, an international tourist attraction, 
and devotees invite passersby to chant, see 
the Deities, and take prasadam. There arc 
now two centers in Zambia—Lusaka and 
Kilwc.

Devotees have also taken steps to start a 
new ccntcr in Zaire. This country, bordering 
Zambia, was formerly known as the Belgian 
Congo, first explored by Stanley and Living
stone and the setting of the movie African 
Queen. The local languages are French and 
Swahili and devotees have found the resi
dents unusually receptive to chanting Hare 
Krishna and understanding the philosophy.

According to a report by Bhakta Gladson 
of Zambia, devotees have purchased a small 
parcel of land along the Lualaba River. They 
also applied for official government recogni
tion as a religion and everything is 
underway. IWR will continue to report the 
progress of Krishna Consciousness in these 
African nations.

Westminster Press has finally released 
copies of The Dark Lord, Dr. Larry Shinn’s 
controversial new book about the Hare 
Krishna Movement. The printing was de
layed due to changes on the cover.

The book received good reviews, even 
before being officially released. An article 
appeared on the Associated Press wire last 
July and was picked up by several newspa-

I

pcrs across America. Of course, individual 
newspapers are free to print whatever news 
they want to and when faced with a choice, 
they may decide upon a more sensational 
story about Hare Krishna, if one is available.

Therefore, when the Lewiston Sentinel 
arbitrarily decided not to use the AP story 
about The Dark Lord, Suresvara dasa called 
the paper to protest.

“Dr. Shinn and Bucknell Univ. are only a 
couple of hours away up in Lewisburgh,” 
Sureshvara told the editor. “Why run only 
the bad news?”

In response, the editor sent staff reporter 
Tammy Qucrry to visit the nearby Gita 
Nagari farm for a story. The resulting half
page article and photo shed light on the au
thentic nature of the Krishna Consciousness 
society. The article included statements from 
Sureshvara and extensive quotes by Shinn 
from The Dark Lord and his interview in 
H are K rishna, H are K rish n a , by 
Shubhananda dasa (Steven J. Gelberg).

Mr. Yuri Belobrov, first secretary of the 
Soviet Embassy in Australia, received a copy 
of a peace video from 12-year-old Prahlada. 
The musical group, Prahlada and the Krishna 
Kids, have become famous in Australia for 
their songs about peace.

Tunes include, “Mr. Gorbachev, Let Our 
Friends Go” and “We Want to See the 
Twenty-First Century.”

B O M B A Y , INDIA ]

Hare Krishna dasa of Monterrey, Mexico 
reports that local media coverage has been 
favorable for the last few months. When 
Jayadvaita Swarni visited in August, the 
local paper printed his picture with a story 
about his visit.

On Sept. 15, the same paper ran a story 
about the campaign to free the Soviet Hare 
Krishnas. The article included a photo of 
I hire Krishna dasa and his explanation of the 
Soviet devotees’ situation.

Reports arc in from Bombay about the 
Janmastami celebration there—always one 
of the biggest in ISKCON. This year, the 
festival ran three days (Aug. 15-17) to in
clude Indian Independence Day, Krishna’s 
appearance day, and Srila Prabhupada’s ap
pearance day. According to Aditya-dcvi 
dasi, onc-half-million people visited the 
temple over the three-day period.

Minister for Urban Development Shri 
Vilas Sawant attended and expressed a de
sire to help the devotees start a center in 
downtown Bombay. Juhu’s Senior Police In
spector Shri Shanbag and Assistant Com
missioner of Police Shri Garuda also joined 
the celebration.

Pandal tents were set up on the property, 
where the Children’s Sunday Dramatic 
Workshop performed plays and dances. 
Children’s competitions were held in story
telling, drawing, dress, and dance. More than 
200 participated.

Despite monsoon rains, thousands stood 
in line to see the Deities Sri Sri Radha-Rasa- 
bihari. Bhajanas at the Bhakti Kala Kshctra 
auditorium inside Hare Krishna Lands ran 
eight days (Aug. 15-22). Noted performers 
included Hari Om and Nandini Sharan, Arati 
Mukhcrjcc, Manhar Udhas, Minoo Purshot- 
tam, Anupand Purshottam Jalota, Anuradha 
Paudwal, Govindaprasad Jaipurwala, Nitin 
Mukesh, Shekhar Kalyan, Vijay and Renu 
Chaudhary, Sanjay Khan, and J. Om 
Prakash.

Two thousand Life Members and friends

Yuri Belobrov and Prahlada in Canberra. Hare Krishna Food for Life in Cebu.

of the temple 
participated in 
the birthday 
celebration of 
Srila Prabhu- 
pada. Bombay 
Mayor Shri Ra- 
mesh Prabhoo 
spoke in Ma
rathi. He said 
that he would
like to see the I W J b i
name of Juhu Vjew | rom ba |cony j an _
Road (where m astam j ¡n Bombay, 
the temple is
located) changed to “Bhaktivedanta Swami 
Marg,” in honor of Srila Prabhupada.

During the three days, 8,062 literatures 
were distributed.

A  f «  4  I  1
Culver City seminar delegate Bhakti-sva- 
rupa Damodara and Dr. Weiss.
tance; readers are invited to contact the insti
tute by writing to 2445 Collins Ave., Miami 
Beach, FL 33140.

Bombay may have the biggest Janmas
tami, but in recent years, Calcutta’s Ratha- 
yatra is the undisputed leading festival in 
India and the world. This summer’s was 
ISKCON Calcutta’s 16th annual Ratha- 
yatra, since the first one was held by Srila 
Prabhupada in 1972.

This year the parade was inaugurated by 
the chief justice of the Calcutta high court. 
Five industrial firms in Calcutta prepared 
floats to ride before the ratha carts in the 
parade. According to Calcutta correspondent 
Sankarshan dasa, the floats depicted the pas
times of Lord Krishna and “were one of the 
most spectacular features of the parade.”

A seven-day festival was held at Desha- 
priya Park from June 29 to July 5. Thousands 
attended nightly to watch slide shows, dra
mas, yajnas [ceremonies] for Lord Jagan- 
natha performed by gurukula students, 
bhajanas [chanting], and to hear lectures on 
Bhagavad-gita.

Fifteen Calcutta newspapers carried the 
story with photos (many front page), and 
Doordarshan TV also broadcast news of the 
festival.

The Cultural Institute for Vedic Arts 
(CIVA) is ambitiously pursuing five new 
projects to propagate Krishna Conscious
ness. Headquartered in the Miami Beach 
temple, the institute is headed by ISKCON 
artist Jadurani-devi dasi. So far, CIVA has 
produced a panel-style comic book, entitled 
The Birth o f Lord Krishna, and more arc 
planned. The other four projects include 
picture books for children, formation of an 
art academy and traveling art exhibitions, 
and printing and distribution of ISKCON 
paintings in poster form. Jadurani also plans 
a book based on Srila Prabhupada’s associa
tion with the ISKCON artists.

CIVA needs artists and financial assis-

“Establishing a Truly Progressive Civili
zation” was the theme of an intercultural 
seminar held here on Aug. 2.

Nearly 100 people attended the confer
ence, including reporters from the Culver 
City News, who wrote about it in the Aug. 20 
edition of their paper.

The opening speaker was Bhakti-svarupa 
Damodara Swami, head of ISKCON’s scien
tific branch, the Bhaktivedanta Institute. He 
is also a Governing Body Commissioner and 
holds a Ph.D. in biochemistry.

Dr. Arnold S. Weiss discussed his exten
sive doctoral paper on the Hare Krishna 
Movement. Also addressing the audience 
was Dr. D.B. Schneider, of the Univ. of San 
Diego Theological and Religious Studies 
Department, and Rev. L.P. Stewart, chief co
ordinator of the Unity and Diversity World 
Organization.

The final speakers were Amarendra dasa, 
ISKCON’s devotee-lawyer in the George v. 
ISKCON case, and Srikanta dasa of the 
Bhaktivedanta Book Trust

The event was organized by the Los 
Angeles Intercultural Research Association, 
with the help of Koumadaki-devi dasi and 
Mahatma dasa of the local ISKCON commu
nity. Following the conference, delegates 
enjoyed a prasadam  luncheon prepared by 
Mahasini-devi dasi.

Gov. Ned McWherter refused to sign 
proclamations recognizing World Vegetar
ian Day (Oct. 1) and World Week of Prayer 
for Animals (Oct. 4-11). He did have his 
chance, thanks to Leige Weil of the East Ten
nessee Vegetarian Society.

Last year, Weil succeeded in getting for
mer Gov. Lamar Alexander to sign a similar 
proclamation. However, upon realizing what 
he had done, the state’s ranchers and meat 
industry started an uproar. Alexander had 
tried to save face by writing his own procla-
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Krishna comics from Miami Beach.

S A N  J O S E ,  C O S T A  R IC A

ISKCON is taking root in this Latin 
American country, home of 1987 Nobel 
Peace Prize winner Oscar Arias, and litera
ture distribution is the main activity.

Over 250,000 magazines have gone out 
in the last 18 months. The country’s 3 mil
lion people live in an area smaller than the 
state of West Virginia, thus devotees here 
enjoy an extremely high level of public visi
bility and influence.

Leading the Govinda Cultural Center in 
San Jose and, 40 minutes away, the recently 
acquired 50-acre New Goloka Vrindavana 
farm, is Bhakti-Abhay-Charan Maharaja. He 
is also a new member of ISKCON’s Govern
ing Body Commission.

The Calcutta Ratha-yatra attracted millions of the city’s 9.1 million population.

mation urging people to eat beef, and by 
announcing that he is really a “hamburger 
man.”

This year, the new governor claims it’s 
not his place to tell people what to eat. How
ever, Weil and the vegetarian society con
tend that McWhcrter is afraid of the negative 
publicity. It also happens that he’s a member 
of the Cattlemen’s Association. According

to Weil, “In [Tennessee] it is difficult to tell 
where state government ends and the 
Cattleman’s Association begins.”

Editor's note: Readers are encouraged to 
write to Gov. McWherter to encourage him 
to sign vegetarian proclamations in the fu
ture. His address is: Gov. Ned McWherter, 
State Capitol, Nashville, TN 37219-5081.

Natural life in New Goloka, Costa Rica.

The vigorous
H I  book distribution 
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among passengers
Jjj y  ^ with the full coop-

\ 2 f  eration of the driv- 
J  E frA B O R T O X  > crs. The most 

V J widely distributed
Costa Rican booklet. Pu,1*'cat'on 's a 

small magazine.
La Ciencia del Alma (Science of the Soul). 
Maharaja reports that because it addresses 
public opinion issues and current events such 
as war in Latin America, the AIDS crisis, and 
the abortion controversy, the magazine is ea
gerly received.

Other programs of the movement here 
include Hare Krishna Food for Life, confer
ences at schools and universities, and cul
tural events at the San Jose center. The farm, 
which has its own water supply and electrical 
generator, is dedicated to developing self- 
sufficient agriculture and cow protection.

Temple Deity Outfits 
of the Highest Stardard

“ V r a j a  M u k u t” is t h e  n a m e  o f  V r i n d a v a n a  IS K C O N 's  t r a n s c e n d e n t a l  
D e i ty  o u t f i t  b u s in e s s .  H e r e  a n y  p u ja r i ,  t e m p l e  a u t h o r i t y ,  o r  d e v o t e e  o f  
t h e  L o rd  c a n  c u s t o m - d e s i g n  a n d  o r d e r  b e a u t i f u l  s e t s  o f  D e ity  d r e s s e s  
w i th  m a t c h i n g  j e w e l r y ,  c r o w n s ,  b a c k d r o p s ,  e t c .  W h a t e v e r  y o u r  d r e a m ,  
V r a ja  M u k u t  c a n  h e l p  y o u  t o  fulfill a n d  o f f e r  it t o  K rish n a .

W e  h a v e  c o m p a r e d  o u r  p r i c e s  w i th  t h e  n o r m a l  B e n a r e s  d r e s s e s  t h a t  
m o s t  t e m p l e s  h a v e  m a d e  fo r  t h e i r  D e i t ie s ,  a n d  w h i c h  t h e  p u r c h a s e r  
m u s t  b e a d .  It h a s  b e e n  a  m i s c o n c e p t i o n  fo r  s o m e  t i m e  t h a t  d e v o t e e -  
b e a d e d  s e t s  a r e  m u c h  le s s  e x p e n s i v e  t h a n  o n e s  o r d e r e d  c o m p l e t e  
f r o m  V r i n d a v a n a .  In  m a n y  c a s e s  o u r  s e t s  c o s t  c o n s i d e r a b l y  l e s s  a n d  w ill 
s a v e  y o u  t h e  h i d d e n  e x p e n s e  o f  t i m e .  O u r  e n t i r e  p r o f i t  g o e s  d i r e c t l y  
t o w a r d  m a k i n g  c l o t h e s  f o r  t h e  D e i t ie s  o f  K rish n a  B a l a r a m a  M a n d i r .

If y o u  w is h  t o  i n q u i r e  a b o u t  o u r  p r i c e s ,  e t c . ,  p l e a s e  w r i t e  t o  t h e  a d d r e s s  
b e l o w .  A ls o , p l e a s e  c o m e  a n d  v isit u s  o n  y o u r  n e x t  t r ip  t o  V r i n d a v a n a ,  
a n d  s e e  t h e  v a r i e t y  o f  t h i n g s  w e  h a v e  t o  o f f e r .  P l e a s e ,  ju s t  o r d e r  o n e  
s p e c i a l  s e t  p e r  y e a r  f o r  y o u r  D e i t ie s  f r o m  us! B o th  y o u  a n d  T h e y  will b e  
p l e a s e d  w i th  t h e  re su lt!

K r is h n a  B a l a r a m a  V r a j a  M u k u t  
V i d y a - d e v i  d a s i ,  M a n a g e r  
K rish n a  B a l a r a m a  M a n d i r  

V r i n d a v a n a ,  M a t h u r a  
UP 2 8 1 1 2 4  I n d ia

Skilled craftsmen of Krishna Balarama Vraja Mukut.
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Tracing ISKCON’s Family Tree The Brahma-Madhva-Gaudiya Disciplic Succession

The chart at right dcpicls ISKCON’s dis
ciplic succession. The first column is the line 
of spiritual masters listed in the frontmatter 
of Bhagavad-gita As It Is by Srila 
Prabhupada. Note that most of the guru-to- 
disciple links are made by a succession of 
spiritual knowledge, rather than formal 
mantra initiiaion.

The lineage was originally documented by 
Baladeva Vidyabhusana (28th in the succes
sion) and later confirmed by Srila 
Bhaktisiddhanta when he established his 
movement in India. The following is a Ben
gali song by Srila Bhaktisiddhanta describing 
the Brahma-Madhva Gaudiya succession. A 
translation is given in column twoof the chart.

Sri Guru Parampara
B y  S r i l a  B h a k t i s i d d h a n t a  S a r a s v a t i  T h a k u r a

krsna hoitc calur mukha hoy krsna-scvonmukha, 
brahma hoitc naradcra mati 

narada hoitc vyasa madhva kohe vyasa dasa, 
puma prajna padmanabha gali

nrhari-madhava-vainsc aksobhya-paramahamsc, 
sisya boli’ angikara kore 

aksobhyera sisya joy lirtha name paricoy,
parampara jana bhalo male

jayadharma-dasyc khyati sri purusotlama yati, 
ta’ ho’le brahmanya-iirtha-suri 

vyasalirtha tara dasa laksmipali vyasadasa, 
taho ho’tc madhavendra pun

madhavendra-puri-boro sisya-boro sri-isvaro, 
nityananda, sri-advaita vibhu 

isvara-purike dhanya korilcna sri-caitanya, 
jagad-guru gaura-mahaprabhu

mahaprabhu sri-caitanya radha-krsna nahe anya, 
rupanuga-janera jivana 

visvambhara-priyankoro sri-svarupa-damodaro, 
sri gosvami rupa sonatan

rupa-priya mahajana jiva-raghunatha hana, 
tara priya kavi krsnadasa 

krsnadasa-priya-boro narottama seva paro, 
yara pada visvanatha asa

visvanatha bhakta-sath baladev jagannath,
tara priya sri-bhaktivinoda 

mahabhagavata-boro sri gaurakisora boro,
hari-bhajancte yara moda

ci saba hari-jana, gaurangcra nija-jana, 
ta’dcr ucchistc mor kama

Songs o f  the Vaishnava Acharyas, © 1974, The 
Bhaktivedanta Book Trust, Los Angeles, CA.

Interview...
continued from page one

We know that Srila Prabhupada took a 
very orthodox initiation from Srila 
Bhaktisiddhanta. In turn, the next generation 
took formal initiation from Prabhupada. 
With that frame of reference—just us and 
Prabhupada—we thought it had to go on 
exactly like that.

However, this is not typical of our whole 
disciplic succession. If we look closely, 
we’ll sec it wasn’t always completely ortho
dox and we shouldn’t try to force the succes
sion into that mold. It doesn’t necessarily 
work that way.

Traditionally, you must get initiated. But 
for some, the main guru is the instructing 
guru, not the initiating one. For example, the 
great devotees Syamananda, Narottama dasa 
Thakura, and Srinivas Acharya were the 
most prominent disciples of Jiva Gosvami 
116th century | . The fact is that none of them 
were initiated by Jiva Gosvami, but all of 
them would say, “Jiva Gosvami is my guru.” 
He was their shiksha or instructing guru. 
That’s the way it is and we just have to accept 
it.

But nowadays I find that many devotees 
have lost faith in the principle of guru. They 
worry about accepting a living guru, because 
at some point in the future that guru may 
become fallen. Therefore they conclude that 
the only real guru is one whom everyone 
accepts as spotlessly  pure— Srila 
Prabhupada. Anyone may be a shiksha dis
ciple of Srila Prabhupada—everyone should 
be—but it is no longer possible to get diksha 
initiation by Prabhupada. Only a living per
son can give diksha. The importance of this 
diksha initiation is to receive the mantra. 
IWR: What arc the implications for the 
movement if we give more weight to the idea 
of a shiksha disciplic succcssion?
(■aura Keshava: For one thing, I feel it 
means there is no need of “re initiation” for

the disciplcs of gurus who arc no longer in 
the movement. In other words, even if the 
diksha guru is no longer present to instruct, 
the disciplc is still connected to the disciplic 
succcssion through all of his shiksha gurus.

It also means that the position of the guru 
is changing. For a long time our temples 
were like mathas. A matha situation is where 
all the devotees live in the temple and the 
guru has total spiritual and administrative 
authority.

But now our temples have expanded to 
includc a congregation. We have household
ers living outside who also consider them
selves part of the temple, but they don’t de
pend on the temple for their livelihood. We 
also have FOLK Members and Life Mem
bers who are devotees in their own right.

Therefore it is different; we’re starting to 
bccomc a broader society. When this hap
pens, the role of the guru changes. He is not 
the ccntcr of everything, but rather a member 
of the community who fulfills purely spiri
tual needs and performs certain social func
tions.

This shift toward a broader society is not 
a bad tiling. It’s good for the expansion of the 
movement and I think wc should lcam to 
deal with it and help the proccss along.

Gaura Keshava dasa studied under Y. R. 
Vasudeva Bhattacharya, a professor at 
Maharaja s Sanskrit College in Mysore, 
India, and holds a degree in pancaratna- 
agama (performance ofVedic worship). He 
is registered with the Karnataka state gov
ernment as a priest, and despite his Austra
lian birth, has been employed to do Deity in
stallations in Hindu temples.

l ie  has also presided over ceremonies fo r  
ISKCON on nearly every continent, includ
ing the installation o f  the Prabhupada murti 
at the Vrindavana samadhi (pictured on 
fromt page). Ile says he dreams of someday 
installing Radha-Moscow-ishvara fo r  the 
Soviet Krishnas.

1. K rishna
2. Brahma

3. N arada M uni

4. Vyasadeva

5. Sri M adhvacharya
6. Padm anabha
7. N rihari
8. M adhava
9. A kshobhya
10. Jaya T irtha
11. Jnanasindhu
12. D ayanidhi
13. V idyanidhi
14. R ajendra
15. Jayadharm a
16. Purushottam a
17. Brahm anya
18. Vyasa
19. Lakshm ipati

20. M adhavendra Puri
21. Ishvara Puri, 
(N ityananda, A dvaita)
22. Lord C haitanya

23. Rupa, (Svarupa, 
Sanatana)

24. R aghunatha, Jiva

25. K rishnadasa 
K aviraja

26. N arottam a dasa 
T hakura

27. V ishvanatha 
C hakravarti

28. (Baladeva
V idyabhushana),
Jagannatha

29. B haktiv inoda 
T hakura

30. C aurak ishora 
dasa Babaji

31. B hak tisiddhan ta 
Sarasvati

32. A.C. B hakti
vedanta Swam i

In  the beginning of creation. Lord Krishna initiated  
Brahm a through the heart.

3. Lord Brahm a instructed his son, Narada M uni, in  
the science of devotional service.

4. Narada M uni inspired Vyasadeva to write Srimad- 
Bhagavatam  (3000 B.C.).

5. Madhvacharya learned Vedic knowledge from  
Vyasadeva at his retreat in the H im alayan M oun
tains (1 1th century).

i Spiritual masters coming from Madhvacharya.

20. Madhavendra Puri (15th century) accepted the 
philosophy of this succession. This was confirmed 
by Lord Chaitanya (Cc. M adhya  9 .277) and later by 
the Govindaji Deity to Baladeva Vidyabhushana.

21. Madhavendra Puri had several highly transcen
dental disciples, including Lord N ityananda (the in 
carnation of Balarama) and Sri Advaita (an incarna
tion of M aha-Vishnu). One of his principal disciples 
was Ishvara Puri.

22. Ishvara Puri gave m antra  in itiation to Sri 
Chaitanya (1486-1528), the incarnation of Krishna 
in the Kali-yuga.

23. Lord Chaitanya was succeeded by Rupa 
Gosvami, Svarupa Dam odara, and Sanatana 
Gosvami (16th century).

24. Raghunatha dasa Gosvami was also a follower 
of Lord Chaitanya. J iva Gosvami became very dear 
to the Gosvamis of Vrindavana. Raghunatha dasa 
Gosvami was a disciple of Advaita Acharya’s disciple 
Yadunandana Acharya, and was accepted by Rupa 
and Sanatana as the ir th ird  brother.

25. Krishnadasa Kaviraja was a student of Rupa 
and Raghunatha and wrote Lord Chaitanya’s 
biography (Chaitanya-caritamrita).

26. Krishnadasa Kaviraja was an intim ate friend of 
Lokanatha Gosvami (a disciple of Gadadhara Pan- 
dita). Lokanatha had only one disciple, Narottam a  
dasa, who served Krishna under the direction of 
Lokanatha and Krishnadasa (17th century).

27. V ishvanatha Chakravarti Thakura  was the 
fourth guru in  disciplic succession from Narottam a  
dasa Thakura. He wrote commentaries on the 
Srim adBhagauatam .

28. V ishvanatha Chakravarti Thakura was the in 
structing spiritual m aster of Baladeva V idyabhu
shana, who wrote an im portant commentary on 
Bhagavad-gita  (18th century).

29. Jagannatha dasa Babaji was a prominent spiri
tu a l leader after Baladeva Vidyabhushana and was 
a friend and instructing guru of Bhaktivinoda 
Thakura  (19th century).

30. Bhaktivinoda T h aku ra ’s intim ate friend and as
sociate was the liberated soul Gaurakishora dasa 
Babaji.

31. Srila Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati accepted 
Gaurakishora dasa Babaji as his guru by the in 
struction of his father, Bhaktivinoda.

32. A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada ac
cepted m antra initiation from Bhaktisiddhanta  
Sarasvati Thakura in 1936. He came to America to 
began the Hare Krishna Movement on the strength 
of his guru ’s order.
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W A N T E D

Help wanted: BBT artist Charuhasa dasa, doing 
work for Back to Godhead, looking for devotee(s) 
to assist in producing paintings of Krishna’s pas
times, puppet shows, Krishna cartoons, etc. Work 
needed includes assistance in painting, coloring 
cartoon cells, sewing puppet clothing, modeling, 
etc. No experience necessary, will train. Charu
hasa dasa, 3764 Watseka Ave., Los Angeles, CA 
90034. Tel.: (213) 559-8263.

ISKCON Zam bia— 114-acre farm on the out
skirts of Lusaka needs devotee developers and 
growers. In middle of dairy belt; buildings, corral, 
electricity, water bore holes, and fencing intact. 
Weather superb; five hours from Victoria Falls. 
Write: P.O. Box 20242, Kitwe, Zambia. Be free 
from nuclear anxiety.

F R E E

A N N O U N C E M E N T S

Urgently needed—Sincere, enthusiastic devotees 
to help with this most important, direct service to 
Srila Prabhupada.

Enter hand-written corrections to complete the 
transcriptions of all of Srila Prabhupada's tapes— 
more than 3,000 morning walks, room conversa
tions, lectures, etc.

Don’t miss this opportunity to please Krishna. 
Talk to Ekanatha and Ranjhit at (213) 559-2143 or 
write to: Bhaktivcdanta Archives, c/o Ekanatha 
and Ranjhit, 9701 Venice Blvd. #5, Los Angeles, 
CA 90034.

Call LIVE: “Link to Information of Vegetarian 
Education,” a vegetarian information and referral 
service: 1-800-548-3438. Inside Tennessee: (615) 
588-7700. Send inquiries to: P.O. Box 262, Kn
oxville, TN 37901.

Your Vedic Horoscope calculated and sent to you 
free! Just send an index card with your name, 
date—place— and exact time of birth, along with a 
SASE to: ARIA, 9715 Venice Blvd., Suite 6, Los 
Angeles, CA 90034.

S A L E S /S E R V I C E S

Advertise in the ISKCON World Review—the only 
publication that goes to every ISKCON temple in 
the world.

Complete set of Srila Prabhupada’s letters, tran
scribed lectures, pre-U.S. writings on micro
fiche—$350. New portable microfiche viewer, 
AC/DC, extra battery, spare bulbs, case, 12V 
adapter—S350. Both $500 plus shipping. (213) 
559-4436.

Com puter typesetting— Let the publishers of the 
ISKCON World Review  handle all your typesetting 
needs. Call (213) 839-0903.

Krishna-, Chaitanva-, and Prabhupada-lila T- 
shirts and puzzles. Many other New Age designs. 
Free catalog. Seeta-Rama Transfers, P.O. Box 
228, Dept. I, Badger, CA 93603.

P ranam ’s Puzzles are back! Remember Christ
mas— ages 3-10, $7 each. Wholesale available. 
P.O. Box 568, Three Rivers, CA 93271.

T ranscendental Cassettes! Over 208 rare 
tapes— specializing in Vishnujana, Music of In
dia, New Age and Children’s. Free List. $1 sam
pler tapes. Mahi Barta, P.O. Box 228, Badger, CA 
93603.

Van—Traveling SKP. 1986 Ford with state-of- 
the-art heater, cabinetry, curtains; excellent condi
tion. ISKCON Brooklyn (718) 624-8614.

Vedic Astrologer—Consult Syamasundara dasa. 
Also Vedic astrology computer program. Informa
tion: send large SASE to SRIVAS, 4255 LBJ 
Freeway, Suite 114, Dallas, TX 75244.

Laminated KC bookmarkers—51 each (25 or 
more $.50 each); include $.50 postage. Prabhu
pada’s letters on child care, bound in chronologi
cal order, $ 12, plus $1 postage; 10 or more, $7 
each. Mahadevi dasi, 3744 Watseka Ave., #2, Los 
Angeles, CA 90034. Message: (213) 836-2676.

G o u r  T r a v e l s
Domestic & International Travelers 

India— Europe— Far East 
Prassannatma dasa 

1135 Opal St.
San Diego, CA 92109 

(619) 272-9792 or (800) 367-4313 
Professional service 

at no extra cost.

1 9 8 8  S r i-V ig ra h a  C a le n d a r
Spiral-bound, desktop-style with 

sacred images, envelope.
Also 10 assorted “all occasion” 

Krishna-lila cards with envelopes. 
For quantity details call 

Satyanarayana dasa collect: 
(718)720-8642.

Perfect gift— Beautiful printing

CAUTION; TV may be 
unhealthful, causing symptoms 
of complacency, lethargy, and 

death. Especially injurious 
to children.

W a n t  s o m e t h i n g  
t r a n s c e n d e n t a l  t o  w a t c h ?

OVER 150 SELECTIONS, including 36 shows of Srila Prabhu
pada. lull length movies, puppet stones, documentanes, muscal 
instruction, etc Send$1 tor 10 page catalog and deduct Irom your 
first order 10% off during our pre-hoNday sale (thru 12/87) when 
purchasing three or more tapes GIVE THE ULTIMATE VIDEO 
GIFTS TO FAMILY, FRIENDS, RELATIVES, AND YOURSELF
ITV, 3812 Bagley Ave., Culver City, CA 90232

fïRE YOU 
REfiLLY THfiT 

HUNGRY?

MUM HHIHfll RCPORH MOVIHIHT l»K !.. HU1W—■»»»" tX HOM-IOI 11W i’ll

B ooks of the  S ix G o svam is  
(and th e ir co n tem p o raries )
Rupa Gosvami

Astadasa-cchanda-stava $6 
Glories o f Sri Krsna $6 
Govinda-virudavali $6 
Radha-Krsna -gatioddesa - 
dipika $10

Raghunatha dasa Gosvami 
Vraja-vilasa-stava $6 

Jiva Gosvami
Tattva-sandarbha $10 

Baladeva Vidyabhusana 
Aisvarya-kadambini $6 

Prabodhananda Sarasvati 
Caitanya-candramrta $6 

Anthology
Glories of Sri Caitanya $6 

Send orders to:
Krsna Institute 
P.O. Box 281 

Culver City, CA 90232 
Tel.: (213) 838-3535 

Include $2 for shipping.

11 Y e a r s  o f  B T G

#35-20.12; 139 magazines total.
$100; sold as set only.

Price includes 12 official BTG 
binders and shipping in the 

continental U.S.
(missing #41, 10.1, 18.6,19.1, 20.10,20.11)

To order, phone (213) 839-0903.

S u b s c r i b e  t o  t h e  

I S K C O N  W o r l d  R e v i e w

The Monthly Newspaper 
of the Hare Krishna Movement 

U.S.: $8 per year (3rd class) 
or $15 (1st class, with envelope). 

Outside U.S.: $16 (airmail 
including Canada)

Send cash, check,* or money order 
in U.S. funds to:

The ISKCON World Review 
P.O. Box 1487 

Culver City, CA 90232 USA
•Cheeks m ust he in U.S. funds, drawn on a U.S. hank

C l a s s i f i e d  A d  P r i c e s
$.50 per word for a regular listing; 

$.75 per word for boxed listing. 
Send your ad, with payment to: 

IWR Classified Ads,
P.O. Box 1487,

Culver City, CA 90232 USA

D i s p l a y  A d s  A v a i l a b l e

W r i t e  f o r  I n f o r m a t i o n .

N o t i c e
An ad for Dr. S.K. Kamlcsh of Lucknow 

ran in two previous issues of the IW R . 
He has said that anyone can send 

photographs and information to him, and 
receive a proper diagnosis. Due to the 

invention of these new methods not 
approved by the Ayurvedic scriptures, 

the Vrindavana Gurukula hereby 
informs interested parties that it no 
longer endorses Dr. S.K. Kamlcsh.

Become an ISKCO N  World Review  Sustainer!
The monthly publication of the IWR depends on reader support. If you believe 

ISKCON needs the forum of communication represented by this newspaper, please 
make a pledge today. You may send your entire pledge at one time or use the coupon 
below to set up electronic fund transfers from your bank. Specify the amount you wish 
to give each month and enclose a check for your first contribution. We will mail you a 
receipt for all of your donations at the end of the year. When we receive your signed 
authorization we’ll mail you a letter of confirmation.
I hereby authorize my bank to charge my account each month and pay the ISKCON
World Review  $ __________ per month.

Name:

Address: 

City:___ State: ZIP:
Signature:

Date signed: Preferred date to withdraw funds: □  5th [I]20th

Please enclose a check for your first month’s contribution and mail to: 
ISKCON World Review, P.O. Box 1487, Culver City, CA 90232 USA

For further information please call (213) 839-0903.

T h e  B h a k t iv e d a n ta  A r c h iv e s
Tape Ministry: • Lecture tapes $2.50 per tape (order by master catalog code#)

• Full set of 711 lecture tapes $2 per tape • Original unedited bhajanas (35 C-90’s) $85
• Nectar of Devotion Scries (15 tapes) $37.50 • Lord Kapila Series (21 tapes) $52.50

• Queen Kunli Series (14 tapes) $35 • Yoga System Series (7 tapes) $ 17.50
• Original Krishna Book dictation tapes (33 tapes) $75 • Master catalog $5

Books: • Letters from Srila Prabhupada (6,300 letters; five 680-page hardbound volumes) $125 
Full Sets: • Full-size U.S. edition inc. Srimad-Bhagavalam, Caitanya-cariiamrila, Lilamrta $500

• Small (Singapore) Srimad-Bhagavatam  edition $150 
Microfiche: • All of Srila Prabhupada's recorded lectures, morning walks, and room 

conversations typed and shot on microfilm (609 microfiche contain 40,000 typed pages) $300
• Letters on microfilm (190 microfiche) $100

• Srila Prabhupada’s handwritten manuscripts and log of initiated disciples (51 microfiche) $30 
Please include the following postage with your U.S. order of $2- 25: $2; $26- 100: $5 $ 101 - 500: $ 10; 
$501 - 2,000: $20. Outside U.S. add 15% to total cost of the order. Send Postal Money Order, Cashiers 
Check, or Bank Draft only. Non-U.S.orders—make sure that the bank from which you buy your 
cashiers check has a branch in the U.S.

T h e B h ak tiv ed an ta  A rchives, P .O . Box 34453, Los Angeles, CA 90034
(213) 559-2143



C h a r u h a s a  d a s a ’s

Rama & Sita 
Painting

8“x10" full-color prints $6 
10”x20"— $20. postpaid.

Also Available:
An ISKCON first: 
a seven-minute, 

full-color videotaped 
animation of the 

Incarnations of Vishnu 
Only $15 postpaid.

Send money order to: 
Charuhasa dasa 

3764 Watseka Ave.
Los Angeles, CA 90034 USA

c n  c c

So —J o
X  O  
C L  U -

Non-Profit Organization 
BULK RATE 

U.S. POSTAGE
PAID

SANTA ANA, CA 
ZIP Code 92799 
Permit No. 620

KRISHNA PRODUCTIONS, 3305 Cardiff Ave., Dept.lWR-19, Los Angeles, CA 90034
Yes, please send m e______set(s) ol the 8 cassette Ramayana at $32 each. $
plus 61/2% sales tax (Calif, residents only)
Postage and handling in U.S. 2.00
Non-U.S. air mail, add 30%; surface: 15% (U.S. funds only)
Enclosed is my check_____ M O .______  TOTAL $

Name ____ __ _______  ___ __________________

Address __________________________________________________________________________________________________

City_________________________________S ta te _________ZIP_______________ Cntry_______________________

P I  Please send free catalog of other dramatic recordings

The International Society for 
Krishna Consciousness 
ISKCON World Review 
P.O. Box 1487 
Culver City, CA 90232

A D D R ESS  CO RRECTIO N  R EQ U EST ED

Sri Valmiki’s BOOK . . .

R A M A Y A N A
A D ram atic  N arra tion  w ith  M usic

Recorded on eight 92-minuf e high-quality BASF cassettes and lasting about 12- 
1/2 hours, it is $32. As always, your satisfaction is guaranteed. Please order 
yours today.

i- a* .
Narrated with multiple-voice characterizations and 
accompanied by soul-stirring Indian mood music, this tape series is both philo
sophically instructive and overwhelmingly entertaining.

pwxypog Ol ip*a**»p ll«8

on 8 A u d io -casse ttes
by Amala-bhakta Dasa

Now you can travel, work, play, walk, or just relax, and 
make spiritual advancement—by listening to this ex
citing, glorious epic. It is an in-depth, three dimen
sional presentation— highly moving, suspenseful 
and gripping—of all of Lord Rama’s and Goddess 
Sita’s transcendental adventures.
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H o n g  K o n g

New Temple Opens 
in Kowloon Center
KOWLOON, Hong Kong—With the help of 
the Indian community here, devotees re
cently opened a temple in the Tsim Sha Tsui 
busines center.

For nearly a decade, the Hong Kong 
temple was located in three out-of-the-way 
rented flats. It was rarely visited by devotees 
from outside the country, but according to 
Temple President Giridhari Swami, “that 
reputation is going to change” with the open
ing of the new temple.

The project was made possible by the 
Indian Art Circle, a local group that helped 
raise funds through charitable concerts with 
famous Indian singers. The first concert with 
Asha Bhosle afforded a down payment on a 
large flat in Tsim Sha Tsui, Hong Kong’s 
trade and tourist center.

A second concert by Anup Jalota and 
other contributions financed the renovation 
plans of ISKCON Minister of Architecture 
Surabhirabhipalayantam Swami.

Durasaya dasa of Hong Kong describes 
the temple as “a marvelous blend of modem 
techniques and ancient ideas—a high-tech 
showcase of the timeless Vedic culture.”

Opening day celebrations were attended 
by devotees from America, Korea, Taiwan, 
the Philippines, Singapore, Indonesia, Aus
tralia, and India.

The week before the opening, devotees 
worked side-by-side with carpenters, electri
cians, glaziers, marble layers, and painters.

The grand opening was held on 
Govardhana-puja day [Oct. 23] and began 
with a vasta-purusha-puja, a ceremony to 
purify the premises of ghosts. The murii of 
Srila Prabhupada was installed at noon and 
followed by the worship of Govardhana Hill.

Workmen were still making finishing 
touches in the afternoon, and were leaving 
with their tools in the elevator at 6 p.m. as the 
first of 100 Indian guests arrived for the 
ribbon-cutting ceremony. The honors were 
performed by Ms. Rani Hiranand, president 
of the Indian Arts Circle and chairperson of 
the renovation fund-raising campaign.

continued on page 6

Mrs. Rani Hiranand poses with her fam
ily, Giridhari Swami (left), and Tamal 
Krishna Goswami inside the new temple.

Devotees Embark on Amazon Mission
AMAZON STATE, Brazil—Twenty-one 
devotees shoved off Oct. 20 for a two-month, 
1,000-mile Amazon missionary cruise. The 
party left the port of Manaus aboard the Pi- 
raiba, a 100-ton, 26 meter touring boat. They 
will distributeprasadam, Srila Prabhupada’s 
books, and the holy name in every village 
along the way. Also on board were the Dei
ties of Gaura-Nitai and Lord Nrisinghadeva.

While traveling and preaching in Brazil, 
Indradyumna Swami met the wife of the 
governor of the Amazon State, Mrs. Tarcila 
Mendes.

“I’d heard that she visits our center in 
Manaus regularly,” said Indradyumna 
Swami. “So I thought to ask her for some
thing special. When I told her of our desire to 
take Lord Chaitanya’s sankirtana deep into 
the Amazon jungle, she immediately liked 
the idea. I requested she find a boat so we 
could travel by river and she responded two 
days later. She had discussed the matter with 
her husband and decided to let us use their 
own personal boat.

“The next day when she took me to the 
docks, I couldn’t believe my eyes. It was a 
three-deck touring boat that sleeps 20 
people. She had outfitted it for us with a 
month’s supply of foodstuffs, a ton of grains 
for prasadam  distribution, and a crew of six 
men: a captain, first lieutenant, engine man, 
plus three deckhands.”

Each day the boat plies through the jungle 
region, anchoring offshore when a village is 
in sight. The devotees then board a small 
motor launch and go ashore.

“In this area people don’t often see visi
tors, so you can imagine how surprised they 
are when they see 20 blissful devotees ap
proaching their village chanting Hare

Thanks to well-wishers in the Brazilian government, the Piraiba sets sail.

Krishna,” Indradyumna Swami said.
Despite all the facilities, including gaso

line furnished by the government, the trip is 
not without risk. Indradyumna Swami said, 
“The governess told me the Amazon jungle 
is one of the last frontiers and quite danger
ous. We soon learned that a wild jungle is 
always a wild jungle and a big river a precari
ous place.

“The first day out the captain told us that 
if anyone falls overboard, they would be 
devoured by piranha fish within three min
utes. He also mentioned that the piraiba fish 
(from which the boat derives its name) can 
swallow a man whole,” Indradyumna said.

He also mentioned storms, “unlimited” 
mosquitoes (some carrying yellow fever.

dhang fever, and malaria), snakes, and alli
gators. He said, “It’s not like an adventure 
cruise at Disneyworld. The heat and the 
humidity in the jungle have already taken 
their toll and we had to send one devotee 
back.”

But to Indradyumna Swami and the other 
devotees, the satisfaction is worth all the 
austerities and risks they encounter. “There 
is a special satisfaction in taking the san
kirtana movement someplace for the first 
time. We’re hoping Srila Prabhupada is 
pleased and we’ve already experienced that 
chanting, dancing, and taking prasadam  is as 
popular in the Amazon jungle as it is every
where else in the world,” Indradyumna 
Swami said.

Former IRA Member Manages Krishnas’ Dublin Restaurant
DUBLIN, N. Ireland—Golden Avatar Res
taurant is located near Trinity College and 
caters to Dublin’s hip crowd. “It’s a great 
way to attract people to Krishna Conscious
ness,” says restaurant manager Uddhava 
dasa. “I like talking to people and somehow 
we always end up talking about philosophy.”

Before joining, Uddhava was a member 
of the IRA (Irish Republican Army). After 
two years of fighting and two years in prison, 
he made his decision to join ISKCON by 
reading the Science o f Self-Realization. He 
has been a devotee since 1981.

“What really made a big impression on 
me was the conversation between Srila 
Prabhupada and the Irish poet Seamus 
O ’Grady,” Uddhava said. “I was very in
volved in political activities and Srila 
Prabhupada made it all look so silly. He 
compared the Irish fighting with big cats and 
big dogs fighting.

“I could have kicked myself—I had just 
wasted five or six years of my life fighting 
for something that was completely nonsensi
cal. I couldn’t disagree with Prabhupada, so 
I became a devotee.”

Golden Avatar is one of the most afford

able vegetarian eateries, compared with the 
estimated 10 in town. (It is the only pra
sadam restaurant.) Recently new facilities 
were opened to accommodate up to 88 guests 
at a time. “It is a very viable business,” says 
Uddhava.

The restaurant is open six days a week

Golden Avatar Restaurant, in Dublin's 
city center, near Trinity College.

and attracts 80 guests every Sunday for a 
feast and festival on the second floor.

Restaurant patrons who are interested arc 
invited to visit the Krishna community on 
Inish Rath Island. A cooking course week
end at the island is £25, while a regular 
weekend retreat is £12.

Uddhava dasa, manager of Dublin’s 
Golden Avatar restaurant.
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Why ISKCON World Review?
W hy does ISKCON need an IS K C O N  W orld Review ?
W ith more than 250 ISKCON tem p les throughout the world, 

thousands of people liv in g  in those tem ples, and m any more 
devotees and friends associated w ith  the m ovem ent, ISKCON is  
particularly far-flung and diverse in  its  m ake-up. A t the sam e 
tim e, everyone has som ething to contribute to the forward prog
ress o f the organization, through their devotional service and  
their ideas. How does it all come together? We m ust have a w ay  
to com m unicate.

C irculating m onthly to all ISKCON tem p les and m any congre
gational m em bers, IW R  helps get the word out about events, 
policies, and opinion. Therefore we see  the IW R  as an ind ispen
sable tool for enthusing, unifying, and inform ing the m ovem ent 
about itself. We see ourselves as a kind of m eeting  hall in print, 
where devotees can come together and exchange new s and 
view s. In addition the IWR  acts as a responsible m ediator o f the  
dialogue. As the new spaper o f the Hare K rishna M ovem ent, we 
attem p t to both encourage san k irtan a  and bring the m em bers of 
the ISKCON fam ily closer together.

IWR Answers Interview Controversy
The recently published IWR  interview  w ith  G aura K eshava  

dasa has provoked a great deal o f response. Gaura K eshava w as  
interview ed after being appointed to a GBC com m ittee formed to 
investigate  unresolved questions concerning th e position and  
function of the guru in  ISKCON.

M any ISKCON m em bers feel strongly th a t any research into  
these issu es  should stick very closely to the direct w ritten  in 
structions and teachings o f Srila Prabhupada. T his view  is  re
flected in the letter by Babhru dasa, printed in  th is issu e  o f IW R. 
The editors o f th is publication favor the position enunciated  by 
Babhru.

In h is interview  com m ents, Gaura K eshava outlined possible 
sources th at could be consulted in addition to Prabhupada’s books 
and letters, including the teachings and practices o f our G audiya  
V aishnava line, and teachings and practices o f other V aishnava  
disciplic successions. It would be unfair to fau lt Gaura K eshava  
for doing so, and it  should be rem em bered th at he requested th at  
the GBC Body estab lish , from am ong the options he proposed, 
som e defin ite gu idelines for the research com m ittee.

At th is tim e, it  would be helpful for the GBC Body to give som e 
clear indication about which sources should be consulted by the  
com m ittee in its im portant work.

One o f the IW R ’s purposes is  to provide the GBC w ith  a chan
nel o f com m unication to the m em bers o f ISKCON, and w e would  
be p leased  to publish an official sta tem en t on th is m atter.

S o v ie t  H a re  K r i s h n a s

Dear IWR:
Thank-you for publicizing the campaign 

to free the imprisoned Soviet devotees and 
establish Krishna Consciousness in the 
USSR. Your readers may be interested to 
know that the more the Soviet devotees be
come aware of the support they are getting 
from around the world, the more bold and 
determined they become. They are recipro
cating in a very positive way by coura
geously preaching and pushing the dark 
forces into a comer.

The campaign’s momentum is getting 
greater and greater and the intensity is forc
ing the Soviets to relax their straglehold on 
the Russian devotee. Let’s keep it up so that 
everyone around the world can see the tran
scendental potency of Lord Chaitanya’s 
sankirtana movement Soon we will have 
more news for you about the release of sev
eral more devotees.
Yours,
Dhumrakesha dasa,
Chairman
Committee to Free Soviet Hare Krishnas

G a u r a  K e s h a v a  In te rv ie w

Dear Eds.:
I have just read with great interest the 

67th issue of ISKCON World Review. I was 
particularly intrigued with the Gaura Kesh
ava interview. However, there are a few 
technical mistakes in this article. You said 
that our Brahma-Madhva-Gaudiya lineage 
was first docum ented by Baladeva 
Vidyabhushana. This is not a fact. Origi
nally, it was Kavi Kamapura that listed our 
succession in his Gaura-ganoddesha-dipika, 
and he did so almost 100 years before Bal
adeva Vidyabhushana!

Two other points: on the same page, Lord 
Chaitanya’s disappearance date is given as 
1528; in actuality it was 1534. Also you 
stated that Prabhupada took initiation in 
1936; actually it was in 1932.
Yours,
Satyaraja dasa,
Brooklyn, NY

Dear Editors,
I read your interview with Gaura Keshava 

prabhu with great interest. I have a lot of 
respect for Gaura Keshava and I agree with 
most of the ideas brought out in the article, 
particularly that the movement may benefit 
from a broader understanding of our tradi
tions. However, I would like to suggest that 
we maintain caution in pursuing such a 
course, and remember to balance a “broad” 
understanding with a “pure” understanding.

I suggest that it may be a mistake for us, in 
the name of liberality, to indiscriminately 
emulate the traditions and practices of any 
and all branches of Vedic, or even Vaishnava, 
societies. We have practical experience of the 
often disastrous effects of the influence of 
Vaishnavas whose understandings of Lord 
Chaitanya’s teachings differ from Srila 
Prabhupada’s presentation.

Gaura Keshava made another statement I 
feel could be easily misunderstood. Where he 
says that “ISKCON is just one part of the

Vaishnava tradition,” I would suggest that it 
would be more accurate to say that, ideally, 
ISKCON is Srila Prabhupada’s expression of 
the Vaishnava tradition and the teachings of 
Lord Chaitanya. Otherwise, it may be pos
sible to infer that Srila Prabhupada is “just 
one” spokesman of the Vaishnava tradition. 
Such a relativistic view is not very appropri
ate for a disciple.

I don’t advocate that we blindly ignore all 
we may be able to learn from others. I do 
believe, however, that as Srila Prabhupada’s 
representatives, we should accept ideas and 
practices from outside Srila Prabhupada’s 
own instructions with great caution and fine 
discrimination.

While we should always be willing to 
accept gold, regardless of where we find it, we 
must also be sure to test scientifically the 
quality of that gold against the touchstone of 
Srila Prabhupada’s instructions.
Yours,
Babhru dasa 
San Diego, Calif.

N ew  V r in d a b a n

Dear IWR:
ISKCON World Review  is very much 

needed. Please don’t stop it, for it is very in
formative. I think you should report the news 
of all, even contradictory subjects, of Hare 
Krishna: Palace of Gold, Temple of Under
standing, Hamsaduta, etc., which are recog
nized or unrecognized offshoots.

I specifically want to hear what progress 
has been made on the Temple of Understand
ing since the 1985 groundbreaking. It seems 
there is a silence conspiracy on the subject 
Sincerely,
Dr. Lai Sardana 
Inter-Varsity Hindu Fellowship 
Austin, Texas

Editors' reply:
We prefer to report on ISKCON and its 

supporters.

Dear IWR:
I remember a time when I really used to 

look forward to receiving your paper and 
thus hearing about all the glorious activities 
of my spiritual family around the globe. 
Now, however, there is an ugly blemish in 
the form of one-sided condemnations and 
inaccurate reports of the activities of Srila 
Bhaktipada.

Why are the devotees not being presented 
with all the relevant points of view, particu
larly Bhaktipada’s? Does “big brother” rule 
in ISKCON, censoring what information the 
common devotee may receive?
Narasingha Gum dasa 
Athens, Ohio

Dear Editor:
Can I know Kirtanananda’s version of the 

stories leading to his indictment? What is his 
reply to his expulsion and what does he have 
to say about the GBC and the GBC’s deci
sion? What does he intend to do now that he 
is expelled and what will ISKCON do with 
New Vrindaban and the plans for the Temple 
of Understanding without Kirtanananda?

continued page 3
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I W R  I n t e r v i e w

State of the American BBT
The North American division of the 

Bhaktivedanta Book Trust (BBT) was 
founded by Srila Prabhupada in 1972. Ini
tially it produced all of his books, including 
Srimad-Bhagavatam and Cailanya-caritam- 
rta , as well as Back to Godhead magazine.

First Boston, then New York, then Los 
Angeles was the movement’s publishing 
headquarters. Other divisions of the BBT 
have been established to publish in different 
languages.

A council of senior devotees manages the 
affairs of the North American BBT and 
meets four times a year. The most recent 
meeting was held Nov. 19-20 in the Los 
Angeles Hare Krishna community.

The following is an interview with Sesha 
dasa, executive director of the North Ameri
can BBT.

IWR: Where does the North American 
BBT stand right now? Is it in a state of 
decline or renewal?
Sesha: I prefer to call it a transition. The 
BBT primarily reflects the movement—as

ISKCON has gone in America, so the BBT 
has gone. We cannot deny that there has been 
a decline in the BBT, which is tied to a 
general decline in book distribution by the 
temples. It’s no secret that book distribution 
is quite diminished from what it was in 
Prabhupada’s physical presence.

But I don’t want to dwell on negativity. 
It’s a reality and we’re dealing with it. We’re 
dealing with it by trying to inspire 
Prabhupada’s disciples and the disciples of 
his disciples to take up this important mis
sion of book distribution. We’re looking for 
new markets in which we can sell 
Prabhupada’s books, which will give the 
BBT a broader economic footing. So our 
transition is basically that—how to maintain 
and increase sales to the temples, and 
broaden our base so we can reach newer 
audiences for Prabhupada’s books.
IWR: Do you think the North American 
BBT will ever regain it’s former stature? 
Sesha: That’s not an entirely fair question, 
because it presupposes that what the BBT 
should be in the future should exactly re-

‘W e ’re lo o k in g  fo r  

n e w  m a r k e t s  in  

w h ic h  w e  c a n  se ll  

P r a b h u p a d a ’s  b o o k s ,  

w h ic h  w il l  g iv e  th e  

B B T  a  b r o a d e r  

e c o n o m ic  f o o t i n g . ’
—Sesha dasa, Executive Director, |  

North American BBT |
_____________________________________  CO

semble what it was in the past I certainly 
hope Prabhupada’s BBT will regain the stat
ure—the importance in every devotee’s 
mind—that it formerly had. But the expres
sion of that may be different than it was in 
Prabhupada’s presence. There may be new 
ways, new avenues, new means to distribute 
Prabhupada’s books. And that’s what we’re 
really trying to develop and emphasize now. 
We want creative thinking; we want to main
tain programs that we knew during

Prabhupada’s time, but also institute new 
programs that will develop the BBT further. 
IWR: How do you plan to do that?
Sesha: Basically by diversifying BBT sales, 
by finding new audiences for Prabhupada’s 
books. We’ve formed a marketing depart
ment, which will operate a revamped mail 
order department, selling books and reli
gious paraphernalia. We also want individu
als as well as temples to purchase and distrib- 

continued on page 6

Bhaktivedanta Manor Approaches Settlement with Hertsmere Council
LONDON—Bhaktivedanta Manor is still the village to discuss concerns and solutions, sition, the council offered to help ISKCON Krishna.
fighting the Hertsmere Borough Council for At this writing, nearly half of the residents acquire nearby “greenbelt” land for con- Therefore, an international letter-writing
the right to remain open and hold festivals, have approved the proposal to build the alter- structing a new temple. The property would campaign is essential. Please write a letter to
Following months of legal negotiations and nate road. have more direct access to major thorough- your local British embassy as well as to Rl
public campaigns, a new turn of events could Meanwhile, the UK Hindu community fares and thus facilitate large festivals with- Hon. Mrs. Margaret Thatcher, Prime Minis-
lead to a favorable settlement fought on ISKCON’s behalf. Nearly 10,000 out affecting any residential areas. ter, 10 Downing St., London, England. Your

The Hertsmere Council provides local devotees marched in London for Ratha- Temple leaders are now considering the letter should state that:
government for the area surrounding yatra, sim ultaneously protesting the council’s proposal to acquire property and I. Bhaktivedanta Manor must not be closed.
ISKCON’s Bhaktivedanta Manor. The coun- council’s action. A petition of 40,000 signa- begin construction. In March, the proposal 2. Permission must be granted for a new
cil has been concerned with the number of tures was presented to Prime Minister Mar- will be put before ISKCON’s Governing access drive to the Manor,
pilgrims visiting the shrine since it opened in garet Thatcher and a thousand youths walked Body Commission for consideration. 3. The government should give ISKCON a
1973. Last year, a small band of Hertsmere 12 miles to raise funds for the campaign. “You may naturally ask, ‘Are we ready suitable site for constructing a new
village residents pressured the council to Massive protest kirtanas were held outside for such a project as constructing a temple,’ temple.
take action against the temple. the council offices and the Conservative ” said Shivarama Swami, GBC for England, 4. The prejudice and harassment of the Hare

At that time, the council tried and failed Party Conference in Blackpool. At an inter- in a recent report. “The answer is yes,” he Krishna devotees and the Hindu commu-
to get a high court injunction limiting the faith meeting—held in Hertsmere Council said, citing strong congregational support nity must cease,
numbers attending Manor functions. So chambers—religious leaders from all faiths from the Indian community as the main rca-
early this year, the council issued an enforce- strongly denounced the council’s attitude. son to go ahead with the project, 
ment notice to ban all festivals at the Manor, Ten TV news shows and documentaries On this basis, ISKCON and the Herts-
which they said should be restricted to use by and numerous radio stations and newspapers mere Council agreed to adjourn the inquiry
a maximum of 50 residents. covered the campaign. International interest until May 9, 1988. However, according to

ISKCON appealed the ban to the British is growing and concerned Indian friends of Shivarama Swami, it would not be surprising
Dept, of the Environment Consultants the Manor worldwide have spoken out about if the council were to withdraw their offer at
proved that noise levels and traffic were not the council’s actions against the devotees. some point, 
a nuisance to the neighborhood. In addition, On Nov. 5, the campaign culminated in a
the temple offered to build a new access road massive lobby of 108 members of Parlia- Editor's note: The threat to the temple still
to avoid the local village of Letchmore ment at the House of Commons. That same remains and your help is urgently needed
Heath. A team of lawyers compiled a strong week the lawyers for the council approached during the next few months. It is imperative
case against the enforcement notice and ISKCON’s lawyers with an idea for a long- that the British government be made aware
presented it at an appeal hearing held Nov. 9. term setdement. of the depth of feeling on this issue and of the

Devotees visited neighboring homes in In a startling reversal of its previous po- seriousness of trying to close a temple of Bhaktivedanta Manor: Future uncertain.

V  •*' 'Jb*

N e w  V r in d a b a n ,  continued

Could we also perhaps get a complete 
reaction from Mr. Drescher on his version of 
what happened in regards to the offenses for 
which he is serving time and about to be tried 
for?

Then could we get the IWR viewpoint 
taking all things into consideration? This 
may take up a lot of your paper, but since this 
paper is for the devotees and we want to hear 
the truth behind all these issues, I think you 
better go ahead and bring out everything. 
Yours,
Upananda dasa Lusaka, Zambia

Editors' Reply:
Kirtanananda Swami’s views are already 

well known. He claims that the criminal 
charges against him and other New Vrin
daban residents are baseless. He attributes all 
negative publicity and legal indictments to a 
conspiracy against him on the part of the 
government, media, and certain individuals.

Regarding ISKCON, he believes the 
GBC is neither fit to provide leadership for 
the movement nor for himself.

On the basis of its own information about 
Kirtanananda Swami, the GBC has chosen to 
remove him from his position of leadership 
in ISKCON.

All readers interested in understanding 
more about ISKCON’s official position in 
this matter are encouraged to send for the 
IWR information packet The packet in
cludes the March, 1987 GBC resolution, the 
GBC’s explanation for the expulsion, an 
ISKCON International Ministry of Public 
Affairs news release, a GBC letter to all 
devotees, and an assortment of news articles.

Please send $1 (U.S. $2 airmail outside 
North America) to cover photocopying costs 
and postage, along with your name and ad
dress to: ISKCON World Review, P.O. Box 
1487, Culver City, CA 90232. Materials will 
be forwarded immediately.

L e t t e r  P o lic y

Letters are encouraged on any topic relat
ing to the Krishna Consciousness Move
m ent It is the policy of the ISKCON World 
Review to allow all sides of an issue to be 
fairly represented.

Letters may be edited for length or clar
ity, but care is taken to avoid changing the 
intent of the writer.

We also welcome your news stories and 
photos. Please use our new address in Culver 
City (printed at left). IWR is published under 
the auspices of the ISKCON International 
Ministry of Public Affairs.
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M e lb o u rn e ,  A u s t r a l ia

Prabhavishnu Swami was appointed 
Governing Body Commissioner for Austra
lia in March. In an interview with 
Melbourne’s FOLK News, Prabhavishnu 
Swami talked about his projects in other 
parts of Asia. Bangladesh: The ancestral 
home of Rupa and Sanatana Gosvamis was 
donated to ISKCON along with eight acres 
of land. Devotees have begun construction of 
a memorial and temple on the site. Nepal: 
ISKCON recently acquired two acres of land 
in the capital city of Kathmandu and have 
begun construction on a temple there. Patna, 
Bihar: The chief minister here recently 
signed an order to give land to ISKCON. 
Devotees, including a large number of gu- 
rukula graduates from Nepal, are planning 
temple construction. Burma: One book has 
been published in Burmese and nama-halla 
(village chanting) groups arc starting in this 
country. Burma was formerly part of India, 
and devotees there also distribute books in 
English, Hindi, Nepalese, Bengali, Tamil, 
and Manipuri.

K u r u k s h e t r a ,  In d ia

One m illion Hindus gathered in 
Kurukshetra to take advantage of the solar 
eclipse Sept. 23. The Hindustan Times ran a 
front-page article and Chief Minister Devi 
Lai lead the ceremonial dip into the holy

bathing tanks. The transport departments 
schedule six special trains and 800 buses to 
facilitate the pilgrims’ journey to the site.

During the period of the eclipse, 
ISKCON devotees from Chandigarh, Delhi, 
Vrindavana, Gujarat, and Bombay gathered 
to chant Hare Krishna. The traveling Pada- 
yatra also came to the spot and led the hari- 
nama around the three km. periphery of the 
Brahma-kunda lake where pilgrims as
sembled.

Sankirtana buses and book stalls distrib
uted Bhagavad-gita It Is, the book origi
nally spoken by Krishna at this holy site.

The Kurukshetra Development Board, 
chaired by former State Minister Gulzari Lai 
Nanda, resolved to donate land to ISKCON.

Srila Prabhupada previously visited 
Kurukshetra twice to see about the possibil
ity of procuring land. He had wanted to build 
a Krishna-Arjuna temple and establish a uni
versity.

There will be another solar eclipse in the 
spring. —Lokanatha Swami

L a f a y e t te ,  C a lif .

ISKCON’s longest-standing academic 
supporter, Dr. J. Stillson Judah, recently 
hosted devotees at his home. Dr. Judah is the 
author of Hare Krishna and the Counter Cul
ture, a book about ISKCON especially ap
preciated by Srila Prabhupada. He is profes
sor emeritus and former head librarian of the 
Graduate Theological Union at UC

ISKCON NewsBriefs |
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South Africa: Svetadvipa dasa engages children in chanting Hare Krishna following 
Food for Life distribution.
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Berkeley. Also attending the dinner was Dr. 
Durwood Foster, a prominent figure in pro
moting worldwide interfaith dialogue. He 
traveled extensively in India with Dr. Judah 
while doing research for the book.

The engagement held at Dr. Judah’s 
home in Lafayette, Calif., was attended by 
Jagannatha-prasada dasa, Abhimanyu dasa, 
Berkeley temple president, and Hanumat- 
preshaka Swami, Bhaktivedanta Institute 
regional secretary. Devotees showed a video 
of the World Congress for the Synthesis of 
Science and Religion (held in Bombay in 
January, 1986). They also unveiled the pro
posed cover and manuscript for a forthcom
ing book by the Bhaktivedanta Institute. The 
book. Synthesis o f Science and Religion: 
Critical Essays and Dialogues, will be pub
lished in January, 1988. Advance orders are 
being taken for the limited print-run of 3,000 
copies.

After discussions on upcoming Bhakti
vedanta Institute conferences, a full-coursc 
prasadam  feast was served.

Readers may contact the Bhaktivedanta 
Institute for more information on confer
ences and book orders by writing to 84 Carl 
St., San Francisco, CA 94117; tel.: (415) 
753-8648.

After the heaviest rains in recorded his
tory, many thousands faced homelessness, 
poverty, disease, and starvation in Natal. 
Hare Krishna Food for Life responded to the 
disaster by cooking hot, nutritious meals 
every day and providing blankets and cloth
ing.

The food relief program is based at the 
Temple of Understanding in Chatsworth and 
works in cooperation with the Kwazulu 
Health Dept., the army, and the Red Cross. 
Devotees cook and transport one to 2,000 
meals daily to flood victims in rural areas.

More than 20,000 meals were served in 
the first two weeks and food was still going 
out daily at the date of this report (Oct 15). 
Devotees say they will continue daily distri
bution as long as they receive support from 
the public. A press release was issued asking 
for donations of rice, dahl, beans, oil, spices, 
firewood, blankets, and clothing.

—Jagannathesvari-devi dasi

Lakshmi the elephant and the entire 
Pada-yatra procession spent the rainy season 
(July-Nov.) in Delhi this year. Rather than 
camping in one place as they did last year in 
Allahabad, the procession traveled to 100 
Delhi colonies within 70 days.

What do school children in Kerala do in 
their spare time? Many of them participate in 
ISKCON’s interschool quiz competition on 
Puranic history, better known as VIPRA. 
The yearly competition, consisting of both 
oral and written exams, has become quite 
popular, according to Sarva-aishvarya dasa, 
Trivandrum temple president

Winning schools receive a “Sudarshan 
Shield” and a “Nimai Trophy,” along with 
individual prizes of Srila Prabhupada’s

books and cash awards.
A painting competition and costume con

test are also held annually. “Parents are so 
fussy over their children that they also inevi
tably come for the program,” says Sarva- 
aishvarya. “The next step is a full-time 
Bhagavad-gita course for children, includ
ing exams.”
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S e x  a n d  C e l ib a c y

E x c a v a t io n s  a t  D v a ra k a

The ISKCON Pada-yatra and devotees from temples all over 
India joined the festival at Kurukshetra.

Profs. J. Stillson Judah (center) and Durwood Foster with 
friends in Dr. Judah’s home.

Winning students accept the “Sudarshan 
Shield" award in Ernakulam, Kerala.

Every evening, wherever they happened to 
be, the Pada-yatra party set up their book 
booths, photo displays, diorama museums, 
and transcendental movie showings. Kirtana 
and prasadam  are important parts of each 
program.

Devotees were accommodated either by 
Life Members, generous householders, or 
the local Lakshmi-Narayana temples.

“There has been no rain this year in Delhi 
due to the rapid increase of sinful activities 
and degradation in the name of moderniza
tion,” commented Lokanatha Swami, Pada- 
yatra coordinator.

“In the middle of this severe drought, 
Pada-yatra showered spiritual awareness 
into each colony and flooded them with the 
holy name and Srila Prabhupada’s litera
tures,” Lokanatha said.

“The samadhi in 
Mayapur will proba
bly take another five 
years to finish corn

ed p letely . The big 
temple—I think we 
are looking at our 
lifetime. It will be 
five times as big as 
the samadhi, and will 
cost maybe 10 times 
as much. Just to fi
nance such a project 
will take a lifetime. It 
is a very ambitious 
project which is 
working for the fu
ture. At least in our 
lifetime we will begin 
the work, but it will 
depend on the contri
bution of the society 
as a whole.

“ S o m e t i m e s  
people ask why the 
samadhi project goes 
so slowly, but Hari- 
kesha Maharaja [co
director of the Maya
pur project] pointed 
out that since Prabhu- 
pada left, we’ve done 
just as much con
struction in India as 
when he was here. 

The cost of the Vrindavana and Bombay 
projects is the same as the samadhi projects. 
The society has produced a lot—it just can’t 
be done overnight. There are no huge cranes 
and construction equipment like in the 
West.”

Kadamba-kanana also reports that the old 
boat, Nitai-pada-kamala, has been returned 
and is being renovated. It was stolen in the 
early 1980s and wrecked; then the police had 
it in custody during litigation. ISKCON re
cently won the case and the boat was re
turned. When repairs are complete, Saumaka 
Maharaja will lead a traveling party from 
city to city along the Ganges to preach.

The latest on the Mayapur samadhi con
struction project was recently reported in 
Melbourne Australia’s publication, FOLK 
News. A former New Gaudadesh resident, 
Kadamba-kanana dasa and his wife Ishani- 
devi dasi gave the following report to the 
publication on a recent visit

ISKCON’s farm property in Victoria, 
near Mildura, has been sold. The New Gau
dadesh devotees will move to a 200 acre 
property near Winchelsa, west of Geelong, a 
mere one-and-a-half hours from Melbourne.

The final purchase settlement was 
reached Nov. 13 and the property will be 
developed with a temple building, admini
stration building, school, ashrama accommo
dations, and other housing.

The property is bordered on three sides 
by state forest reserve and has several perma
nent springs, which supply water year round. 
There is also a creek, small lake, 50 acres of 
bush, a three bedroom brick house, and a 
dairy.

The Mildura property was home of the 
ISKCON community for seven years and 
was sold after being on the market for nearly
12 months. Although the property was ade
quate for the devotees’ farming needs, the 
distance from Melbourne proved to be pro
hibitive for visitors and residents.

The new property is near Geelong, a busi
ness and residential center with a 30,000 
population.

Marine archaeologists in the Arabian Sea, 
off the coast of Dvaraka, have made more 
discoveries that confirm the Mahabharata 
era. The expedition is led by Dr. S.R. Rao, 
emeritus scientist of the National Institute of 
Oceanography, Goa, and funded by the 
Union Dept, of Science and Technology.

In late 1986 and early 1987, divers pho
tographed remains of an elaborate system of 
harbors and buildings. After careful analysis, 
the scientists have concluded they were once 
part of Krishna’s capital city.

Five stone anchors weighing 75 to 250 
kg. each confirm that large ships formerly 
anchored in the harbor of Dvaraka. Other ar
tifacts are dated between the first and eighth 
centuries A.D. Scientists hypothesize that 
following a dormant period, Dvaraka again 
became a major port during the early Chris
tian area. Wrecked ships in the area suggest 
that unwary sailors ran aground on the sub
merged structures and sank.

Calculations of the water levels at differ
ent historical periods indicate that the sea 
level in Mahabharata age could have been 
9.6 meters below the present level. This 
confirms the theory that Dvaraka was sub
merged in the sea. Researchers believe that

Last year Jenifer Graham of Victor Val
ley, Calif. High School refused to dissect a 
frog in biology and her grade was lowered 
from an “A” to a “B.” The 16-year-old ani
mal rights activist and her family are cur
rently suing the school for the restoration of 
her grade.

Steve Hayden, creative director for Apple 
Computer’s ad agency, saw Jenifer on TV 
and thought, “Eureka!” —the perfect idea for 
an ad. Hayden, whose wife and daughter arc 
also animal rights activists, wrote the ad and 
it began showing on national television.

Set in a biology lab, the ad lets Jenifer tell 
her own story: “Last year in my biology 
class, I refused to dissect a frog. I didn’t want 
to hurt a living thing. I said I would be happy 
to do it on an Apple computer. That way, I 
can learn and the frog lives. But that got me 
into a lot of trouble, and I got a lower grade. 
So this year. I’m using my Apple II to study 
something entirely new: constitutional law.”

An article about the commercial ran on 
the front page of a Los Angeles Times section 
on Nov. 9. The same day, Apple pulled the 
commercial off the air. Jenifer’s mother said 
she was told by Sharon Lack, manager of 
Apple’s advertising, sales, and promotion 
group, that the commercial was withdrawn 
“because people were perceiving Apple as 
taking a stance on dissection.”

n  
iPETITION

I deeply deplore th e  in h u m an  tre a tm e n t of H are  K rish n a  devotees in th e  
USSR. The V a ish n av a  religion is a bona fide religion and  its  follow ers should 
be allow ed to  p ractice freely.

I hereby  re q u es t th e  Soviet governm ent to allow th e  m em bers of th e  H are 
K rishna  M ovem ent to  re g is te r  th e ir  religion as an  official s ta te  religion. F u r
therm ore  I im plore th e  au th o ritie s  to  a rran g e  the  im m ediate  re lease  of H are 
K rishna follow ers cu rren tly  im prisoned  in psychiatric hosp ita ls , prisons, and 
labor cam ps.
Nam e: ___________________________ ___________________________________

Address: _________________________________________
!

C ity :_______________  State: _____________  Country: ________________ |

Mail petition t/>: The Committee to Free Soviet H are Krishnas, Almviks Card, 15 300 J a m a , Sweden,
I

A 1987 pubile opinion poll has found that 
most Americans consider red meat a “junk” 
food. Conducted by Burke Marketing Re
search, the survey concluded, “Consumers 
continue to eat it, but wish they didn’t, and 
have trouble admitting that they do.”

The American Meat Institute and the 
National Livestock and Meat Board spon
sored the survey to understand Americans’ 
attitude toward meal. They learned that only 
7.1% of those questioned could be called 
“meat lovers,” who believe:
• “Meat is the best tasting part of a meal.”
• “In order to satisfy my appetite, a main 
meal must include meat.”
• “Meat is healthier than some other foods I 
might eat.”
• “Meat is not too expensive.”

Those 7.1% who say they love meat were 
generally less educated, with lower house
hold incomes.

A pair of British writers, married for 21 
years, have stirred a national debate over 
whether sex is necessary or healthy. Their 
conclusion is that it is not, and the wife has 
written a controversial book on the subject.

Liz Hodgkinson, 41, a free-lance health 
writer, calls her book, Sex is Not Compul
sory. According to an article in the Detroit 
Free Press, Hodgkinson argues that sex can 
be as harmful as celibacy is bencficial. She 
cites medical and psychological evidence to 
support her views.

R o w  O v e r  D i s s e c t io n

the present city of Dvaraka and the under
water city were once connected by land.

The Gujarat government is considering 
the feasibility of establishing a marine ar
chaeological museum and research center in 
Dvaraka.
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Hong Kong...
continued from page 1

Tamal Krishna Goswami, GBC, and 
Giridhari Swami welcomed the guests and 
dedicated the new temple.

A wedding ceremony took place the fol
lowing day, along with an open house for 
Chinese FOLK members.

Krishna Consciousness was first intro
duced in Hong Kong in the early ’70s, when 
Srila Prabhupada himself visited the tiny 
Crown Colony located on an eastern tip of 
mainland China.

In 1981 the Bhagavad-gita As It Is was 
published in Chinese. Since that time, more 
than 20 titles have been printed, including 
Krishna, The Supreme Personality o f God
head and Srimad-Bhagavatam Cantos One 
and Two. One-and-a-half million literatures 
have been distributed under the direction of 
Tamal Krishna Goswami.

W l m

Giridhari Swami performs the installation 
of the murti of Srila Prabhupada.

Twenty full-time Chinese devotees go 
out daily in Vaishnava clothing to distribute 
Prabhupada’s books door-to-door. They also 
hold evening Gita classes, yoga classes, two 
Sunday feasts, and harinama twice a week.

Compassion for the Animals
Imagine I were a iamb kin,
Jeturtd, alone, v/ith a chain.
"Would you still be my friend and protector? 
Or would 1be pleading in vain ?

Imagine I were a emu 
'With eyes so meek_andso mild -  
Shigives her nuli^and then is killtd,
Hy a civilization gone u/ild. . .

Imagine I were a rtindeer 
frightened, hunted and shot -  
hunters say hunting is noble.
O believe me, it is not...

Imagine I were a fish 
Struggling helplessly on the line.
‘While the angler is laughing, enjoying 
‘The ‘sport ’ he considers so fine. . .

Imagine all of those creatures,
Imagine their plight if you can!
They are suffering since time immemorial,
And their suffering is caused by man.

And I'm suffering with all those creatures, 
What is done to them I can't condone;
The fear and the pain they 're enduring,
I f u l  as though it were my oum.

So I beg you, if you truly love me,
Meed an innocent animal's plea!
Whatever you do to that creature, 
you are doing it also to me.

IPoem by <R]ith ‘Mossner 
Qrosslubrau, “E. Qermany *

* Reprinted with permission from Friendly Vegetarian, Newsletter o fthe  Friends Vegetarian Society 
o f  North America, P.O. Box 53168, Washington, DC 20009. (Second verse written by IW R.)

Interview.. .
continued from page 3

ute quantities of books, and we’ll be commu
nicating with congregational members na
tionwide in cooperation with the temples. 
The marketing department will also work on 
trying to sell to book stores, and on rekin
dling our sales to colleges and libraries. 
IWR: What do you see as your role as ex
ecutive director?
Sesha: Primarily it is meant to carry out the 
collective decisions of the council.
>WR: Could you describe the make-up of 
the American BBT Council and the out

come of its recent Los Angeles meeting? 
Sesha: We have the Council to set the direc
tion for the BBT and make major policy 
decisions. Last year we had an election from 
all the temples contributing to the North 
American BBT, for representatives to the 
BBT Council. The council consists of five 
representatives from temples in North Amer
ica, as well as different department heads in 
the managerial structure of the BBT. We 
have a good cross section of devotees from 
around the country. Different opinions are 
represented on the council, and I think it 
really represents the majority of the devotees 
in America.

Here we have a group of devotees who are

dedicated to Srila Prabhupada’s BBT. We’re 
working to translate our dedication into in
spiration for all the temples and the preach
ing. I think that’s the key to success; 
Prabhupada indicated that—when he said we 
would show our love for him by how much 
we cooperate together. The BBT Council is 
trying to exemplify that, and I hope it will be 
contagious around the movement.

As far as our recent meeting, we had some 
good discussions. I think the council is de
veloping a cooperative team spirit and it’s 
resulting in solid plans for the future. I think 
the spirit of the meeting was the single-most 
important thing about it.
IWR: Can you describe any publishing proj

ects underway at this time?
Sesha: We will soon print a book of 
Prabhupada’s letters on book publication and 
distribution, entitled If You Want to Please 
Me. . . .  This year is the 15th anniversary of 
Prabhupada’s founding of the BBT and we 
hope the book will inspire the devotees to act 
upon Prabhupada’s instructions to distribute 
his books.

We’re also working very closely with 
Nareshvara dasa of the Australian BBT to 
reprint the Srimad-Bhagavatam. The new 
edition will have each canto in one volume 
and will be available early in 1988. With this 
we’ll be able to fulfill Srila Prabhupada’s 
instructions to distribute sets of his books.

Temple Deity Outfits 
of the Highest Standard

“ V r a j a  M u k u t” is t h e  n a m e  o f  V r i n d a v a n a  IS K C O N 's  t r a n s c e n d e n t a l  
D e i ty  o u t f i t  b u s in e s s .  H e r e  a n y  p u ja r i ,  t e m p l e  a u t h o r i t y ,  o r  d e v o t e e  o f  
t h e  L o rd  c a n  c u s t o m - d e s i g n  a n d  o r d e r  b e a u t i f u l  s e t s  o f  D e i ty  d r e s s e s  
w i th  m a t c h i n g  j e w e l r y ,  c r o w n s ,  b a c k d r o p s ,  e t c .  W h a t e v e r  y o u r  d r e a m ,  
V r a j a  M u k u t  c a n  h e l p  y o u  t o  fulfill a n d  o f f e r  it t o  K rish n a .

W e  h a v e  c o m p a r e d  o u r  p r i c e s  w i th  t h e  n o r m a l  B e n a r e s  d r e s s e s  t h a t  
m o s t  t e m p l e s  h a v e  m a d e  f o r  t h e i r  D e i t ie s ,  a n d  w h i c h  t h e  p u r c h a s e r  
m u s t  b e a d .  It h a s  b e e n  a  m i s c o n c e p t i o n  fo r  s o m e  t i m e  t h a t  d e v o t e e -  
b e a d e d  s e t s  a r e  m u c h  le s s  e x p e n s i v e  t h a n  o n e s  o r d e r e d  c o m p l e t e  
f r o m  V r i n d a v a n a .  In  m a n y  c a s e s  o u r  s e t s  c o s t  c o n s i d e r a b l y  l e s s  a n d  w ill 
s a v e  y o u  t h e  h i d d e n  e x p e n s e  o f  t i m e .  O u r  e n t i r e  p r o f i t  g o e s  d i r e c t l y  
t o w a r d  m a k i n g  c l o t h e s  f o r  t h e  D e i t ie s  o f  K r is h n a  B a l a r a m a  M a n d i r .

If y o u  w is h  t o  i n q u i r e  a b o u t  o u r  p r i c e s ,  e t c . ,  p l e a s e  w r i t e  t o  t h e  a d d r e s s  
b e l o w .  A ls o , p l e a s e  c o m e  a n d  v isit u s  o n  y o u r  n e x t  t r ip  t o  V r i n d a v a n a ,  
a n d  s e e  t h e  v a r i e t y  o f  t h i n g s  w e  h a v e  t o  o f f e r .  P l e a s e ,  ju s t  o r d e r  o n e  
s p e c i a l  s e t  p e r  y e a r  f o r  y o u r  D e i t ie s  f r o m  us! B o th  y o u  a n d  T h e y  will b e  
p l e a s e d  w i th  t h e  re s u lt!

K r is h n a  B a l a r a m a  V r a j a  M u k u t
V i d y a - d e v i  d a s i ,  M a n a g e r  
K r is h n a  B a l a r a m a  M a n d i r  

V r i n d a v a n a ,  M a t h u r a  
U P 2 8 1 1 2 4  I n d ia
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Skilled craftsmen of Krishna Balarama Vraja Mukut.
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W A N T E D

Seeking devotees to help start preaching hermit
age supported by self-sufficient gardening, 
Vaishnava sanga and Krishna's mercy. Contact 
Nrisimha dasa, P.O. Box 1056, Bellville, TX 
77418.

W anted: Academic teachers for a dynamic boys 
gurukulaJvarnashrama program. Openings in 
grade levels kindergarten through 12. Benefits: 
family maintenance, travel, good association, and 
a chance to work at establishing an educational 
system the way Srila Prabhupada envisioned it, in 
the ideal setting for the development of vam - 
ashrama society: Gita Nagari. Contact Murali 
Vadaka dasa/Madan Mohan-devi dasi, Vaishnava 
Academy, RD 1 Box 837-K, Port Royal, PA 
17082. Tel.: (717) 527-4101.

W anted: M ature devotee woman for small 
preaching center/office. Light office work, some 
accounting, light housework, cooking, book distri
bution, etc. Full shelter for right devotee. Dr. 
Shyam S. Mahajan (Samik Rsi dasa), 7624-A 
Brislin Rd., RD 7, Stroudsburg, PA 18360. (717) 
424-9449 res., 424-5441 ofc.

Wanted: GBC assistant—brahmachari/mature 
bhakta with some typing skill. Opportunity to 
work full-time with Public Affairs Ministry. Room 
and board provided. Write Mukunda Goswami, 
1433 Oliver S t # 11, San Diego, CA 92109.

Help wanted: BBT artist Charuhasa dasa, doing 
work for Back to Godhead, looking for devotee(s) 
to assist in producing paintings of Krishna’s pas
times, puppet shows, Krishna cartoons, etc. Work 
needed includes assistance in painting, coloring 
cartoon cells, sewing puppet clothing, modeling, 
etc. No experience necessary, will train. Charu
hasa dasa, 3764 Watseka Ave., Los Angeles, CA 
90034. Tel.: (213) 559-8263.

ISKCON Zambia— 114-acTe farm on the out
skirts of Lusaka needs devotee developers and 
growers. In middle of dairy belt; buildings, corral, 
electricity, water bore holes, and fencing intact. 
Weather superb; five hours from Victoria Falls. 
Write: P.O. Box 20242, Kitwe, Zambia. Be free 
from nuclear anxiety.

Urgently needed— Sincere, enthusiastic devotees 
to help with this most important, direct service to 
Srila Prabhupada. Enter hand-written corrections 
to complete the transcriptions of all of Srila 
Prabhupada’s tapes— more than 3,000 morning 
walks, room conversations, lectures, etc. Personal 
computer required. Don’t miss this opportunity to 
please Krishna.

Talk to Ekanatha and Ranjhit at (213) 559-2143 
or write to: Bhaktivedanta Archives, c/o Ekanatha 
and Ranjhit, P.O. Box 34453, Los Angeles, CA 
90034.

I need music for my radio shows. Have you 
produced any devotional music that you want to 
have aired? Please contact Vegavan dasa. Radio 
Rama, Mellanjarva Gard, 171 67 Solna, Sweden.

F R E E

Call LIVE: “Link to Information of Vegetarian 
Education,” a vegetarian information and referral 
service: 1-800-548-3438. Inside Tennessee: (615) 
588-7700. Send inquiries to: P.O. Box 262, Knox
ville, TN 37901.

Your V edk Horoscope calculated and sent to you 
free! Just send an index card with your name, 
date—place— and exact time of birth, along with a 
SASE to: ARIA, 9715 Venice Blvd., Suite 6, Los 
Angeles, CA 90034.

Raja-Vidya, The King o f  Knowledge (one of Srila 
Prabhupada's most wonderful small books), sent

free upon request. Prabhupada’s Books, P.O. Box 
11216, Dallas, TX 75223.

S A L E S /S E R V I C E S

Vedic A strologer—Consult Shyamasundara 
dasa. Also Vedic astrology computer program. 
Information: send large SASE to SRIVAS, 4255 
LBJ Freeway, Suite 114, Dallas, TX 75244.

Slaughterhouse Movie—“A picture is worth a 
thousand words,” and this videotape can speak 
volumes on the neccesity of vegetarianism as the 
means to end the senseless suffering of innocent 
animals. A convincing preaching tool. Send S19 
(VHS) to Prem Sehgal, P.O. Box 580283, Hous
ton, TX 77258-0283.

T ranscendental Toy Co.— Lovable dolls: 
Krishna-Rama-Chaitanya and associates. Hand
made with love and devotion. 22" tall, S22 post
paid. 10% proceeds to Prabhupada's Samadhi; 
10% to Seattle ISKCON. Send orders to: Gary 
Lund, 1409-32nd Ave. #2, Seattle, WA 98122.

Selling out: Last 200 copies of original master 
recording of Vaiyasaki's Chaitanya Chandra 
bhajana tape. Minimum order 25 copies only $2 ea. 
plus shipping cost of 15%. COD and prepaid only. 
Contact Govinda’s, 305 Schermerhom, Brooklyn, 
NY 11217.

F irst-run printing: D id Jesus G o to India? Writ
ten by Satyaraja dasa (Steven Rosen), author of 
many pamphlets, articles, and books for ISKCON. 
15-page pamphlet. Minimum order 12 copies only 
$1 ea. plus 10% postage. Contact Govinda’s, 305 
Schermerhom, Brooklyn, NY 11217.

Advertise in the ISKCON World Review—the 
only publication that goes to every ISKCON cen
ter in the world.

Com puter typesetting— Let the publishers of the 
ISKCON World Review  handle all your typesetting 
needs. Call (213) 839-0903.

Krishna-, Chaitanya-, and Prabhupada-lila T- 
shirts and puzzles. Many other New Age designs. 
Free catalog. Seeta-Rama Transfers, P.O. Box 
228, Dept. I, Badger, CA 93603.

P ranam ’s Puzzles are back! Remember Christ
mas—ages 3-10, $7 each. Wholesale available. 
P.O. Box 568, Three Rivers, CA 93271.

T ranscendental Cassettes! Over 208 rare 
tapes— specializing in Vishnujana, Music of In
dia, New Age and Children’s. Free L ist 51 sam
pler tapes. Mahi Barta, P.O. Box 228, Badger, CA 
93603.

More BTG sets available. Contact \helW R  office 
for further information. (213) 839-0903.

CAUTION: Commercial TV may 
be unhealthful, causing 

symptoms of complacency, 
lethargy, and death.

Especially injurious to children.

W a n t  s o m e t h i n g  
t r a n s c e n d e n t a l  t o  w a t c h ?

i  W\Æ Soviet video 
now available!

OVER 150 SELECTIONS. Including 36 shows o(Snla Prrthu- 
pada. full-length movies, puppet stories, documentaries, musical 
instruction, etc. Send $1 lor 10-page catalog and deduct from your 
tint order. 10% oH during our pre-hotday sale (thru 12/87) when 
purchasing three or more tapes GIVE THE ULTIMATE VIDEO 
GIRS TO FAMLY, FRENDS, RELATIVES, AND YOURSELF.

ITV, 3812 Bagley, Culver City, CA 90232

C l a s s i f i e d  A d  P r i c e s
$.50 per word for a regular listing; 

$.75 per word for boxed listing. 
Send your ad with payment to: 

IWR Classified Ads,
P.O. Box 1487,

Culver City, CA 90232 USA

D i s p l a y  A d s  A v a i l a b l e
Write for Information.

A d  S a l e s  O p p o r t u n i t i e s
Earn 25% commission. 

Phone (213) 839-0903 for info.

G o u r  T r a v e l s
Domestic & International Travelers 

India— Europe— Far East 
Prassannatma dasa 

1135 Opal St.
San Diego, CA 92109 

(619) 272-9792 or (800) 367-4313 
Professional service 

at no extra cost.

1 9 8 8  S r i-V ig ra h a  C a le n d a r
Spiral-bound, desktop-style with 

sacred images, envelope. 
Perfect for temple stores. 

Normal retail $4-$5; large quan
tity orders as low as $.70 each. 

Call Satyanarayana dasa collect: 
(718) 720-8642.

Perfect gift— Beautiful printing

B ooks of the  Six G o svam is
(an d  th e ir co n tem p o raries )
Anthology

Glories of Sri Caitanya $6
Baladeva Vidyabhusana

Aisvarya-kadambini $6
Jiva Gosvami

Tattva-sandarbha $10
Kavi-kamapura

Gaura-ganoddesa-dipika $6
Prabodhananda Sarasvati

Caitanya-candramrta $6
Raghunatha dasa Gosvami

Vraja-vilasa-stava $6
Rupa Gosvami

Astadasa-cchanda-stava $6
Glories o f Sri Krsna $6
Govinda-virudavali $6
Radha-Krsna-ganoddesa
dipika $10

Yamunacarya
Stotra-ratna $6

Send orders to:
Krsna Institute
P.O. Box 281

Culver City, CA 90232
Tel.: (213) 838-3535

Include $2 for shipping.

P r a b h u p a d a ’s  B o o k s
Srimad-Bhagavatam 
(Cantos One-Twelve) 
Caitanya-caritamrta.

Full sets, large volume edition in 
good condition. $250.
Tel.: (213)839-0903

^  Become an ISKCO N  World Review  Sustalner!
The monthly publication of the IWR depends on reader support. If you believe 

ISKCON needs the forum of communication represented by this newspaper, please 
make a pledge today. You may send your entire pledge at one time or use the coupon 
below to set up electronic fund transfers from your bank. Specify the amount you wish 
to give each month and enclose a check for your first contribution. We will mail you a 
receipt for all of your donations at the end of the year. When we receive your signed 
authorization we’ll mail you a letter of confirmation.
I hereby authorize my bank to charge my account each month and pay the ISKCON
World Review  $ __________ per month.

Name:

Address: _ 

City:___ State: ZIP:

Signature:.

Date signed:. Preferred date to withdraw funds: □  5th □ 2 0 th

Please enclose a check for your first month’s contribution and mail to: 
ISKCON World Review, P.O. Box 1487, Culver City, CA 90232 USA

For further information please call (213) 839-0903.

T h e  B h a k t iv e d a n ta  A r c h iv e s
Tape M inistry: • Lecture tapes $2.50 per tape (order by master catalog code#)

• Full set o f 711 lecture tapes $2 per tape • Original unedited bhajanas (35 C-90’s) $85 
• Nectar of Devotion Series (15 tapes) $37.50 • Lord Kapila Series (21 tapes) $52.50

• Queen Kunti Series (14 tapes) $35 • Yoga System Series (7 tapes) $ 17.50
• Original Krishna Book dictation tapes (33 tapes) $75 • Master catalog $5

Books: • Letters from Srila Prabhupada (6,300 letters; five 680-page hardbound volumes) $125 
Full Sets: • Full-size U.S. edition inc. Srimad-Bhagavalam, Caitanya-caritamrita, Lilamrta  $500 

• Small (Singapore) Srimad-Bhagavatam  edition $150 
M icrofiche: • All of Srila Prabhupada’s recorded lectures, morning walks, and room 

conversations typed and shot on microfilm (609 microfiche contain 40,000 typed pages) $300 
• Letters on microfilm (190 microfiche) $100 

• Srila Prabhupada’s handwritten manuscripts and log of initiated disciples (51 microfiche) $30 
Please include the following postage with your U.S. order of $2- 25: $2; $26- 100: $5; $ 101- 500: 
$10; $501- 2,000: $20. Outside U.S. add 15% to total cost of the order. Send Postal Money Order, 
Cashiers Check, or B ank Draft only. Non-U.S.orders—make sure that the bank from which you buy 
your Cashiers Check has a branch in the U.S.

The Bhaktivedanta Archives, P.O. Box 34453, Los Angeles, CA 90034
(213) 559-2143



C h a r u h a s a  d a s a ’s

Nrisinghadeva
Painting

8"xl0” full-color prints $6; 
16"x20°—$20, postpaid.

Also Available:
An ISKCON first: 
a seven-minute, 

full-color videotaped 
animation of the 

Incarnations of Vishnu 
Only $15 postpaid.

Send money order to: 
Charuhasa dasa 

3764 Watseka Ave.
Los Angeles, CA 90034 USA

The International Society for 
Krishna Consciousness 
ISKCON World Review
P.O. Box 1487 
Culver City, CA 90232

A D D R ESS CO RRECTIO N  R EQ U EST ED

Non-Profit Organization 
BULK RATE 

U.S. POSTAGE

PAID
SANTA ANA, CA 
ZIP Code 92799 
Permit No. 620KRISHNA PRODUCTIONS, 3305 Cardiff Ave , Dept IWR-20. Los Angeles. CA 90034

Yes. please send m e _____ set(s) of the 10 cassette Ramayana at $39 50 each. 5 _____

plus 6-1/2% sales tax (Calif, residents only) ______

Postage and handling in U.S. 2.00

Non-U.S. air mail: add 30%; surface: 15% (U.S. funds only)

Enclosed is my ch eck _____ M O .______  TOTAL S______

Name______________________________________________________________

A ddress______________________________________________________________________________________

CntryS l a t e
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Recorded on ten 92-minute high-quality BASF cassettes and lasting about 15 
hours, it is $39 50. As always, your satisfaction is guaranteed. Please order 
yours today.

on 10 A ud io -cassettes
by Amala-bhakta Dasa

Now you can travel, work, play, walk, or just relax, and 
make spiritual advancement—by listening to this ex
citing, glorious epic. It is an in-depth, three dimen
sional presentation—highly moving, suspenseful 
and gripping—of all of Lord Rama's and Goddess 
Sita’s transcendental adventures.

Narrated with multiple-voice characterizations and 
accompanied by soul-stirring Indian mood music, this tape series is both 
philosophically instructive and overwhelmingly entertaining.
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Ananta Santi’s Freedom Announced at U.S.-Soviet Summit
WASHINGTON, DC—During the Decem
ber superpower summit that resulted in a 
treaty banning intermediate-range nuclear 
missies, U.S. President Reagan and Soviet 
General Secretary Gorbachev also discussed 
human rights. Across the street, dozens of 
Hare Krishna devotees chanted on a side
walk, carrying signs that read “Mr. Gor
bachev, Please Let Our Friends Go,” and 
“Free the Soviet Hare Krishnas.”

Inside, White House officials presented a 
listof names to Soviet officials, including that 
of Anatoli Pinyayev (Ananta Santi dasa). The 
paper was returned with a check mark next to 
Anatoli’s name, signaling that he had already 
been freed.

The Soviet Union’s first Hare Krishna 
devotee had endured four years of indefinite 
confinement in a Special Psychiatric Hospital 
in Smolensk. Beginning in 1980, Ananta 
Santi had been in and out of Soviet prisons for 
spreading his religious beliefs. From 1984 to 
Dec. 3, 1987, he was subjected to severe 
insulin shock “therapy” treatments and injec
tions of neuroleptic drugs such as hypcrpcri- 
dol. However, Ananta Santi was reported to 
be in good spirits following his release.

C a m p a ig n  R e s p o n s i b l e

According to the Committee to Free So
viet Hare Krishnas (CFSHK), a doctor told 
Ananta Santi that his circumstances were 
unique; that an international campaign and 
pressure from within the Soviet Union had 
made his release possible.

Australian Prime Minster Robert Hawke 
also requested Ananta Santi’s freedom when 
he met with Soviet Leader Gorbachev in 
Moscow. Hawke had learned of Ananta 
Santi’s situation from a letter written by 
Prahlada dasa. (Prahlada’s song, “Mr. Gor
bachev, Let My Friends Go,” was recorded 
and distributed by EMI of Australia.) The 
Australian, one of the country’s largest dai

lies said, “Mr. Anatoli Pinyayev, 36, was 
freed two days ago as a result of representa
tions from Mr. Hawke to the Soviet leader, 
Mr. Gorbachev.” A telegram from Mr. 
Hawke’s press secretary to Gaura Gopal dasa 
of Australia also confirmed the encounter.

O th e r s  F re e d

An Armenian devotee, 29-year-old Sann- 
yasa dasa (Suren Karapetyan), a graduate in 
cybernetics from Yerevan State Univ., was 
unexpectedly discharged from Sovetash- 
ensky Psychiatric Hospital in Yerevan, the 
capital of Soviet Armenia. The release of 
Kamalamala dasa (Karen Saakyan), a 29- 
year-old radio technician, is imminent. Both 
had been confined indefinitely.

A fourth devotee, Asutosa dasa (Aleksie 
Musatov), 28, was also released. According 
to Vedavyasa dasa, CFSHK’s Sweden-based 
co-chairman, these unexpected releases were 
the result of CFSHK’s worldwide efforts.

On December 6, Visvamitra dasa (Vladi
mir Kritsky), a 36-year-old computer scien
tist, completed his six-year sentence and was 
freed in Moscow.

“We laud hospital officials and new 
glasnost initiatives which contributed to free
ing these devotees,” said Vedavyasa, a former 
Soviet citizen and journalist, who had been 
jailed and confined in a psychiatric hospital 
for his Hare Krishna affiliation. “At least for 
the present moment, Soviet devotees are 
meeting in small groups, chanting in their 
homes and are able to distribute literature 
without government interference.

“But this is no time for complacency. This 
summer they allowed us to chant in Moscow 
on Arbat Street for six weeks, and then sud
denly they began arresting and threatening us, 
treating in a very rough manner. Political 
climates can change here rather suddenly. We 
must now press for the release of the remain
ing 18 captives.”

CFSHK’s initiatives include an interna
tional letter writing campaign and demonstra
tions such as the ones in Washington, D.C. 
The most recent demonstration was carried 
on the CBS Evening News and Cable News 
Network; many newspapers also mentioned 
the devotees’ presence.

H u m a n  R ig h ts  G r o u p s

Organizations like Helsinki Watch and 
the Rome Conference on the Abuse of Psy
chiatry in the Soviet Union have also assisted 
in the campaign. Amnesty International 
adopted almost all the confined devotees as 
“Prisoners of Conscience,” and helped 
CFSHK locate certain devotees. They also

provided updates on the terms and conditions 
of those in prison, labor camps, and psychiat
ric hospitals.

Vedavyasa dasa and Mukunda Goswami, 
ISKCON’s minister of public affairs, were 
invited to the United Nations Human Rights 
Day Conference at the U.S. State Department 
headquarters in Washington, D.C., to discuss 
the Soviet Hare Krishnas’ plight. Attending 
the Dec. 10 conference were Anatoly Kor- 
yagen, a famous Soviet dissident; John Mac- 
Crate, president of the American Bar Asso
ciation; Katherine Chumachenko and Diane 
Dobriansky, two U.S. State Department offi
cials; Ellen Mercer, director of international 
affairs for the American Psychiatric Associa
tion, and others.

Krishna Culture Popular With Zambian Government
ZAMBIA—Culture is the key to spreading 
Krishna Consciousness in this southern Afri
can nation. On Oct. 22, a dozen devotees

were invited to perform Icirtana at Mulun- 
gushi Hall. In the audience were Mr. Sharpi, 
the country’s minister of defense, and Minis

ter of General Education and Culture Mr. 
Kabwe. The event organizers invited the 
devotees to return Oct. 29 to perform for the 
country’s president, Dr. Kenneth Kaunda.

The same week, Independence Day cele
brations were held at the Cathedral of the 
Holy Cross. By the order of President 
Kaunda, independence celebrations include 
a religious night, in which all the religious 
organizations in Zambia come together to 
praise God.

Although the harinama party wasn’t 
slated in the rehearsals and although they 
were listed among the last to perform, by the 
request of the president himself, the devotees 
mounted the stage to dance and chant The 
audience included all the diplomatic corps as 
well as President Kaunda and his second in 
charge, Comrade Zulu, head of the Central 
Committee.

In its coverage of the event, the country’s

sole television station showed the devotees 
first, despite the presence of numerous other 
religious groups.

The same week, devotees displayed pro
duce from their Makeni, West Lusaka farm 
at an agricultural show. Government digni
taries, eager to see the country overcome 
economic problems, visited the “Farmers’ 
Crusade” show at the Padmozi Hotel.

Prime Minister Kelby Musokotwane and 
Central Committee Member R. Karanga 
were among those who stopped at the Hare 
Krishna booth. Seeing the display of green 
chilies (which are rare in Zambia), the two 
dignitaries stopped to converse with booth 
organizer Mahamantra dasa. The devotee 
told the government men of the 114-acre 
Hare Krishna farm and gave them several 
books about Krishna Consciousness.

For more on ISKCON in Africa, see the 
NewsBriefs section, pages 4 -5 .

Devotees chant in front of the White House during the recent U.S.-Soviet summit

Nigerian devotees perform at Mulungushi Hall for government ministers.
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New Column to Answer Letters 
Concerning ISKCON Leadership

H ere a t the IS K C O N  W orld R eview  office, w e receive a great 
m any letters to the editor. A sizeable num ber revolve around 
one basic them e: th e G overning Body Com m ission, gurus, and  
the leadership  o f the H are K rishna M ovem ent.

A lthough articles and in terview s in past issu es  o f IWR  have 
addressed th ese  topics, the traditional “Letters to the Editor” 
colum n seem s an inadequate place to present much of the re
sponse we have received. M any letters raise controversial ques
tions about and criticism  of ISKCON and its m anagem ent.
W hile the editors encourage our readers to w rite, we feel it 
would be a d isservice to our audience as a w hole and ISKCON  
to le t controversial letters appear w ithout a response.

A lthough the IW R  is not an official organ of the GBC, one of  
our purposes is  to provide a vehicle for leaders o f the m ovem ent 
to p resen t their view s. Therefore, beginning th is m onth, we w ill 
have a new colum n called “Direct L ine.” Each m onth either the  
m in ister  o f public affairs, a GBC m em ber, or another leading  
devotee will respond to questions or com m ents raised about the 
leadership  o f the m ovem ent. The “Letters to the Editor” colum n  
will be reserved for other types of reader com m ent.

R ib b o n -C u tt in g  C o m p la in t

Dear Editor,
I was thrilled to read in your December 

issue of the new Hong Kong ISKCON 
temple opening on Govardhana Puja. Yet 
devotes must stop incorporating Western 
ways into Vedic ceremonial functions. I refer 
to the ribbon-cutting ceremony. In the West, 
ribbons are cut at premier openings, flames 
are blown out at birthdays, bottles of wine 
are broken at ship launchings, and tin cans 
are lied behind the vehicle of a newly wed 
couple—all inauspicious acts forboding ill 
for the event. If the act of ribbon cutting has 
not been sanctioned by scriptural authorities, 
and if it was not a practice of Srila Prabhu
pada, then why are some ISKCON leaders 
incorporating this useless Western act in 
Krishna conscious functions?
Sincerely,
Patila Pavana Das 
San Pablo, Calif.

R e a c t io n  to  IW R E d ito r ia l  P o lic y

Dear IWR,
I ’m one of the most enthusiastic readers 

of the IWR you could imagine. Nonetheless, 
the last issues arc honestly breaking my heart 
due to the content on GBC and guru issues.

Although my realization of Krishna Con
sciousness is very poor and I am myself 
fallen, I have this strong impression, which I 
beg you to consider:

1) Srila Prabhupada often spoke about 
our own way to do things. Just to please some 
envious people, it is not proper to broadcast 
worldwide our ISKCON mistakes, which 
will fill demons with heartfelt contempt.

2) I feel that Srila Prabhupada would be 
yelling if he read the critics of the GBC.

3) It is the exclusive competence of the 
GBC body to discuss and decide ISKCON 
affairs worldwide, and whatever decisions 
they make should be humbly accepted as

Srila Prabhupada’s desire by all ISKCON 
members.

4) IWR is an organ of the International 
Society for Krishna Consciousness, func
tioning under the parampara transcendental 
system; therefore it should abide by the 
GBC’s resolutions. I mean IWR should 
ONLY EXPRESS GBC-APPROVED 
MATTERS AND NOT ANYTHING THAT 
COULD EITHER DAMAGE THE AU
THORITY SYSTEM, OR PUT ONTO THE 
TABLE MATTERS WHICH NEW DEVO
TEES OR FRIENDS OF KRISHNA 
SHOULD NEVER, EVER KNOW, UN
LESS WE WANT THEM TO BLOOP!

5) Best to only spread the good news and 
let the bad news unspread; deal through the 
proper authority system. Even in the material 
world, any respectable family would settle- 
down internal disagreements privately.

Hoping I didn’t offend your lotus feet, 
Ranga Puri dasa 
ISKCON Temple President 
Santa Cruz, Bolivia

Editors' Note: Readers may obtain a copy of 
a document explaining the purpose, goals, 
and editorial policy of the ISKCON World 
Review. Send a stamped, self-addressed en
velope to IWR, P.O. Box 1487, Culver City, 
CA 90232 USA.

L e t te r  P o l i c y

Letters are encouraged on any 
topic relating to the Krishna Con
sciousness Movement. It is the pol
icy of the ISKCON World Review 
to allow all sides of an issue to be 
fairly represented.

Letters may be edited for length 
or clarity, but care is taken to avoid 
changing the intent of the writer.

D I R E C T  L I N E
Jaga tkarta  dasa o f  G reenfield, III., 
comments:

According to Gaura Keshava Prabhu, 
“The real question is not ‘What is a guru?’, 
but, ‘How is the disciplic succession going to 
go on?’ ” [“Vedic History: Key to Guru Is
sue?” (Vol. 7, No. 5)) I humbly submit that 
this line of questioning and reasoning is 
contradictory and illogical. What has 
elouded the issue, or even caused the confu
sion in the first place, is that the question, 
“How is the disciplic succession going to go 
on?”, has been perverted to mean, “ How is 
the ISKCON Governing Body Commission 
going to manage the disciplic succession?” 

Referring back to the chart listing our 
disciplic succession, where do we find any 
mention of any group or managerial body as 
the "acharya"! Before us, in that one long 
list, we have our whole “Vedic history,” as it 
applies to us as disciples of Srila Prabhupada 
and as it applies to the question of continuing 
our disciplic succession. Yet, where in that 
history can we find a precedent whereby we 
could possibly justify the notion of the 
ISKCON GBC managing or controlling the 
disciplic succession?

We cannot make some material arrange

ment for continuing the disciplic succession. 
Despite an external show of efficient and 
advanced organization, without pure Krsna 
consciousncss, the disciplic succession is 
broken. And without any organization or 
management of any kind, if one person be
comes a pure devotee, the disciplic succes
sion can continue, as confirmed by the life of 
Srila Prabhupada himself. That is why Srila 
Prabhupada often said that if he could make 
just one pure devotee, he would consider his 
mission a success.

GHC Minister o f Public Affairs’ reply: 
Although no formal organizations are 

mentioned in the list of our disciplic succes
sion, the concept of taking permission of the 
assembled devotees before acting is well 
established. In our ISKCON society that 
should also include seeking the blessings of 
the GBC. The procedures arc now quite 
simple. A potential guru should get the bless
ings of the local authorities, who will com
municate that devotee’s desire to initiate to 
the local GBC, who will then communicate 
his desire to the entire GBC. Unless there is 
some major objection, the potential guru will 
initiate with the full blessings of the GBC

and ISKCON. Although superficially this 
may appear to be some sort of managerial 
arrangement, it is actually a procedure for 
obtaining the blessings of the assembled 
devotees, which is a standard item of Vaish- 
nava etiquette. —Mukunda Goswami

Nrisimha dasa o f  Bellville, Tex. comments:
I read with interest Ravindra-svarupa’s 

interview regarding the GBC. He has rightly 
concluded that the whole problem with the 
movement has been our failure to strictly 
adhere to all the spiritual principles. As a 
body, the GBC has failed to deal with, or has 
even supported, problems that have caused 
suffering for hundreds of Vaishnavas. Some 
GBCs arc surely less to blame than others, 
yet aren’t they all guilty (as were Bhisma- 
deva and D ronacarya) through 
acquiescence?

I believe old GBC men may become 
spiritually weak unless they first resign and 
submit themselves to a very careful review 
by a committee chosen in an open interna
tional meeting of Prabhupada’s direct dis
ciples. Out of this meeting, or series of 
meetings, we could attempt to bring forth 
from the sacred fire of consultation (sadhu-

sangha) a new GBC. The new GBC could 
then make it their foremost business to take 
a straw in their teeth and beg all the devotees, 
including those who felt forced to leave the 
movement, to revive their full commitment 
to Srila Prabhupada’s ISKCON.

GBC Minister o f  Public Affairs’ reply:
When was the last time you checked? It 

may be that the goals you mention were 
largely accomplished by the 50-man com
mittee that reviewed all the members of the 
GBC at the 1987 Mayapur meetings.

Although that committee did not see fit to 
insist upon any resignations, many resigna
tions and defacto resignations did occur at 
that time. Also at that time, many new 
members of the GBC were added. Many 
devotees believe that this new GBC is acting 
in the manner you have suggested, attempt
ing to foster more cooperative, loving Krsna 
conscious dealings among all of Srila 
Prabhupada’s disciples, whatever their pres
ent positions. If necessary, this procedure 
will be repeated again this year.

I urge you to contact several GBC 
members and judge for yourself.

—Mukunda Goswami
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I W R  I n t e r v i e w :

Bhaktivedanta Institute Director Advocates Vaishnava Etiquette
This month the IWR presents an inter

view with Bhaktisvarupa Damodara Swami, 
a member of ISKCON’s Governing Body 
Commission and the director of the Bhakti
vedanta Institute. The BI is an association of 
devotees dedicated to presenting Krishna 
Consciousness to the scientific and intellec
tual community. Bhaktisvarupa Damodara is 
from Manipur in northern India. He holds a 
Ph.D. in biochemistry from the University of 
California (Irvine).

IW R : What is Vaishnava etiquette, and 
how does it relate to our ISKCON move
ment?

Bhaktisvarupa Damodara: The sense of 
Vaishnava etiquette is outlined in the verse 
by Lord Chaitanya, in Shikshastakam. “One 
must be more tolerant than a tree and hum
bler than a blade of grass. One should be 
willing to offer all respect to others and 
expect none in return.” Everything is there in 
principal, but we have to apply it in practical 
life, day-to-day and moment-to-moment. 
The most important thing is the spirit of 
humility, not only in terms of theoretical 
knowledge but practical life.

Also one must be 100 percent loyal to the 
spiritual master. The devotee must be very 
willing to learn from the spiritual master and 
senior Vaishnavas all the details of spiritual 
life. This attitude brings out all the qualities 
of Vaishnava behavior. Following this, de
votional service will always be joyful.

But then the opposite of Vaishnava eti
quette is arrogance. For instance, someone

thinks “I am the best devotee . . .  I know 
everything . . .  You must follow me.” That 
spirit is not very conducive to devotional life. 
So, away from that

IW R : In a recent lecture you said that the 
movement is going through a period of 
self-analysis. Can you explain what you 
meant by that?

‘I feel v ery  s tro n g ly  
th a t  i f  all th e  d e v o te e s  
th r o u g h o u t  th e  w o r ld  

can  c o n c e n tr a te  on  
h ow  to  g lo r ify  S r ila  
P r a b h u p a d a  for his  

w o n d e r fu l  m ercy  an d  
b less in g s , it w ill b r in g  

a lot o f  g oo d  fo r tu n e  to  
th e  m o v e m e n t .’

Bhaktisvarupa Damodara: Krishna Con
sciousness is called the science of self-rcali- 
zation or atma-jnana. We have to examine 
ourselves as individuals very closely. This 
process will help us practice Vaishnava eti
quette. Usually it is very easy to find fault 
with others, but not so easy to find fault 
within oneself. However, if I am able to see 
my own defects, my own mistakes, my own 
follies—and try to rectify them—it is pos
sible to develop objectivity in relation to 
others. After such self-study, one won’t be as 
critical when finding some fault in others. 
Rather, one will have genuine concern about 
helping that person. It will come out in the 
form of a suggestion or assistance. The other 
person won’t be feeling unhappy as a victim 
of criticism. They will understand that you 
have applied it in your own life. This will 
bring Vaishnava understanding.

The movement is going through growth 
like that. We are facing our own problems in 
a more open way and dealing with them. We 
have to improve our commitment and the 
quality of our devotional service—the qual
ity of our sadhana [spiritual practices], our 
relationships with each other, and our

continued on page 6

Federal Court Acquits Kirtanananda, 
Convicts Drescher; Probe Continues
CLARKSBURG, Virginia—On December U.S. Attorney W illiam Kolibash,
15, the U.S. federal court here convicted prosecutor for the case, said that the govem-
Thomas Drescher, also known as Tirtha ment’s actions were justified because arson
Swami, of malicious destruction related to had been proved, and that the two-year-old
the 1983 burning of a house near the New federal investigation of New Vrindaban
Vrindaban community. would continue.

Kirtanananda Swami was acquitted of Kirtanananda Swami was expelled from
the same crime and seven other federal ISKCON in March, 1987. Drescher is cur-
counts, including arson and mail fraud, on rently serving a life sentence for the murder
which he and Drescher were conjointly of former New Vrindaban resident Charles
charged. St. Denis.

O p i n i o n

Animal Rights Answers Vaishnava Prayer
During the last two or three years, the ISKCON World Review has been giving 

updates about the growing animal rights movement worldwide. In addition to providing 
you, the reader, with information, we have been in communication with the groups 
themselves. There is a spirit of cooperation between animal libcrationists and ISKCON 
and a lot of interaction as well.

The animal rights movement is an unprecedented contemporary social phenomenon. 
While animal “conservationists” have been around for many years, their main goal is to 
ensure the prolonged existence of a species. Generally conservationists don’t think twice 
about eating meat, and even serve it at their conventions.

On the other hand, most animal rights activists are strict vegetarians, i.e. no meat, 
fish, or eggs. Their aim is to stop the suffering of fellow creatures. They aren’t necessar
ily “animal lovers,” but rather lovers of justice and nonviolence.

Is it any coincidence that these people have come forward promoting such a cause at 
this time? According to Lord Chaitanya, the sankirtana movement has an all-pervading 
effect on society, distributing its rays like moonshine. Mass vegetarianism would likely 
be one of these effects.

Animal rights groups are already doing a sort of indirect devotional service and fol
lowing one of the regulative principles. It seems reasonable to assume that they could 
easily perform direct devotional service and follow other principles as well.

Our long-term friendship with these people is an investment that will come back to 
us manyfold in years to come. We can help the animal rights movement by spreading 
Krishna Consciousness (books, prasadam, etc.), and they can help us. After all, one of 
the most cherished dreams of a Vaishnava is to see an end to cow slaughter; thousands of 
people involved with animal rights are hard at work, and along with the devotees of 
Krishna, dedicated to making that dream a reality.

—Nandini dasi

World Farm Animals Day: 
Annual Event to End Animal Suffering
Animal liberationism worldwide gath

ered recently to “memorialize the suffer
ing and death of animals raised for food.” 

In Washington, DC, Dr. Alex Her- 
shaft held a 24-hour fast, chained in a veal 
crate near the White House.

A long-time friend of ISKCON, Dr. 
Hershaft is president of the Farm Animal 
Reform Movement (FARM), which or
ganized the event.

Demonstrations were held at the gate 
to Chicago’s Union Stockyards (de
scribed in Upton Sinclair’s The Jungle) 
and at the Denver, Colorado Livestock 
Exchange. Picketers marched outside 
McDonald’s restaurants in three cities, in
cluding one at the comer of Hollywood

and Vine in Hollywood, Calif.
In Philadelphia, Mayor Wilson Goode 

issued a World Farm Animals Day proc
lamation; in Tennessee Gov. Ned Mc- 
Wherter’s refusal to do so made the front 
pages of several papers (as reported in 
IWR 7.5). In Great Britain, five animal 
rights and vegetarian organizations joined 
in a month-long campaign to convince the 
public to go vegetarian on the occasion.

World Farm Animals Day coincides 
with Gandhi’s birthday, Oct. 2. The next 
major FARM event will be the Great 
American Meatout, March 20. It is the 
first day of sprint and is set aside for 
Americans to kick the meat habit, once 
and for all.

THIS IS 
FHtTOkY FARMING

Dr. Alex Hershaft sits fettered in a veal crate, fasting on World Farm Animals Day.

(ÎRE YOU 
REfiLLY THflT

HUNGRY? I f  a !



4 ISKCON W orld Review Vol. 7, No. 7 January, 1988

M o n te r re y , M e x ic o

Z u r ic h ,  S w i tz e r la n d

A new German edition of Bhagavad-gita 
As It Is has been printed and is ready for 
distribution. Statements by three Swiss 
scholars and one Swiss priest have been 
added to the front matter of Bhagavad-gita 
Wie Sie Ist.

—Gaura-lila dasa

S y d n e y ,  A u s t r a l ia

Benin City, Nigeria temple and ashrama. European devotees gather for Rathayatra in Sessa, Switzerland.

Student cyclists: A group of Michigan State Univ. students 
stop to listen to a presentation of Krishna Consciousness 
by Anthony Ellis of the Bhaktivedanta Cultural Center.

Hyacinth Lem, a student of English and 
Literature at the Univ. of Benin recently re
ported that “the [Hare Krishna] society has 
enjoyed an almost total acceptance from the 
population. The governor has even advised 
the people to buy the books and pamphlets of 
the devotees and according to him, ‘The 
books carry vital moral and spiritual mes
sages which an individual requires in this 
period of hardship.’ ”

The Oba [supreme monarch] of the Benin 
Kingdom recently gave ISKCON 165-acres 
of land to build a Vedic temple. The land is 
in addition to a hectare of land donated ear
lier for an agricultural program. Some of the 
Oba’s council of chiefs have become Life 
Members and have been assisting ISKCON

develop its projects.
In an interview, Benin Temple President 

Jhulan-yatra dasa explained that a portion of 
the 165 acres is already cultivated. He stated 
that within a short time the devotees would 
be self-sufficient.

Also under construction is a simple trade 
college which will include a vegetarian res
taurant and catering classes.

Benin was an ancient African kingdom, 
the center of a highly developed ancient 
culture. ISKCON has had a temple here for 
many years, one of 10 in Nigeria.

The Vrindavana Institute for Higher Edu
cation finished its first semester of classes 
Oct. 20. The one-month semester ended in 
time to break for the festival commemorat
ing Srila Prabhupada’s disappearance. 
Twenty-six adult students took part, includ
ing men from America, Germany, Sweden, 
England, South Africa, Bangladesh, India, 
France, Belgium, and Australia. Most were 
senior devotees, having joined ISKCON 
before 1980.

The schedule for the first semester in
cluded: “Straight Thinking, Strong Speak
ing,” taught by Jayadvaita Swami; “Vaish- 
nava Etiquette,” by Bhakti-caru Swami; a 
writing course by Burijana dasa; “Sanskrit 
for P reachers,” by 
Satyanarayana dasa; 
and a Bhagavatam

study course taught in smaller groups by 
Bhakti-caru Swami, Dhanadhara Swami, 
and Burijana.

According to Arjuna dasa of the Vaish- 
nava Institute for Higher Studies, ‘T he devo
tees who took the course, as well as the 
teachers, feel strongly that the institute is an 
important addition to our society.”

The next semester, ‘The Gaura-Pumima 
Semester,” will offer the same courses with 
the addition of “Kirtana and Bhajanas,” 
taught by Ayodhyapati dasa and “The Nectar 
of Devotion,” taught by Tamal Krishna 
Goswami.

In order to feed their herd of 70 bulls and 
cows, devotees at Villa Vrindavana have 
taken to the road. Bhakta Carlo, Yogesh 
dasa, and Namahatta dasa cruise the Italian 
countryside on the farm’s big red truck. 
Dressed in traditional Vaishnava robes, bear
ing Srila Prabhupada’s books and photo 
albums about the movement in Italy, they 
approach fellow farmers for donations of 
feed. In the month of October, they collected 
four truckloads. In addition, they received 
donations of apples and fruit for the Deities.

Last season devotees of Radio Krishna 
Centrale broadcast the cows’ plea for feed 
and they received all they needed free or at 
discount prices.

* * *
Also at the Villa Vrindavana farm, three 

devotees have started a honey business. 
Dhrtiman dasa, his wife Gandhiva-devi dasi, 
and Bhagavata dasa offered 30 kilos to Lord 
Balarama on His appearance day. The devo
tees bottle and distribute prasadam  honey 
along with Snla Prabhupada’s books when 
they go out to meet the public. In addition to 
offering the honey, a 108-preparation feast 
was prepared and the Deities were taken on 
procession several times up and down the 
forested roads of the villa.

* * *
Elsewhere in Italy, Gaura Krishna dasa 

has been organizing animal rights/vegetarian 
conferences. One, held in September, gained 
the support of dozens of Italian animal pro
tection groups.

The concept of the conference was “Fast
ing for Non-Violence”; it included numerous 
guest speakers from other animal rights and 
vegetarian organizations.

‘Things are going great,” says Hare 
Krishna dasa, president of the Monterrey

A big bundle of news clippings recently 
received from Australia show that the Soviet 
Hare Krishnas get a lot of publicity down 
under. The clippings span the months of 
October and November, 1987, and come 
from big and small papers all over the 
continent.

Gaura Gopal dasa and Braja Raja dasa 
garnered the media attention as they traveled 
to collect signatures to petition freedom for 
the Soviet Hare Krishnas. Gaura Gopal said, 
“We have signatures from every part of Aus
tralia. We even went to the back of Katherine 
[state] where we met groups of aboriginals.”

In Armidale, devotees addressed a meet
ing at the town hall and in Darwin, the wife 
of the Italian Communist Party president 
signed the petition. Queensland Prime Min
ister Sir Joh Bjclkc-Pctcrscn declined, ex
plaining that he was “a Christian.” When this 
was reported, 5,(XX) other Christians imme
diately offered their signatures.

Most of the articles from small town 
newspapers simply explain the devotees’ 
mission and purpose of their visit and en
courage the locals to sign.

The traveling party includes a dozen 
Krishna Kids, but swelled to 90 devotees as 
they chanted and danced through Surfers 
Paradise. The Krishna Kids released yet an
other new single, Leaders o f  the USSR, dur
ing the Octobcr-Novcmbcr leg of the tour.

They’re hoping for a million signatures 
and will continue traversing the country until 
sometime in 1988, when the petition will be 
presented to the Soviet authorities.

Prabhupada’s books or excerpts from the 
lectures of Bhakti-tirtha Swami.

Bhakti-tirtha Swami is interviewed by 
newspapers, magazines, TV, and radio, 
whenever he visits. For the past several 
months, he has been a guest on a weekly 
Nigerian talk show.

Omkara commented that because of the 
abundant publicity, “Many people arc think
ing that we have perhaps bought the TV 
station or that we are owning some of the 
magazines or newspapers.”

When the doorbell rang at the gates of the 
Soviet embassy here, one Soviet delegate 
emerged. He received a garland and full set 
of Srila Prabhupada’s books from three 
devotees—Rasa-prema dasa, Vasuttama 
dasa, and Bhaktin Genevieve. He spoke 
momentarily with Rasa-prema and then 
slipped back into his domain. The presenta
tion was part of the first international Free 
the Soviet Hare Krishnas demonstration held 
Sept. 15, 1987,

Devotees from all over Europe made a 
pilgrimage to the Hare Krishna farm in Sessa 
last Oct. 6. The occasion: Rathayatra. The 
Lord of the Universe, Lord Jagannatha, 
along with Lord Balarama, Lady Subhadra, 
and the Gaura-Nitai Deities from Gallarate, 
Italy, were taken on procession around the 
farm’s com fields. The Hare Krishna bakery 
from the city of Sessa provided home made 
bread to all visitors.

According to West African Regional Sec
retary Omkara dasa, media coverage in Ni
geria has substantially increased during the 
last year. He stated that devotees frequently 
write for newspapers and magazines, and 
have regular columns in some. In other areas, 
papers use weekly quotes from Srila

“Reaching out” to the public was the 
theme of an article in a local Vancouver 
tabloid. The Providence printed the article, 
“Veggie Heaven Ahead,” to advertise the 
aboul-to-bc-constructed vegetarian restau
rant The July, 1987, article features a full 
color photo of Temple President Kalakantha 
dasa seated near Srila Prabhupada’s 
vyasasana.

In an interview, Kalakantha expressed 
the devotees’ desire to “meet some of the 
passers-by who don’t know what to make of 
the towering concrete statue [of Lord 
Chaitanya] beckoning drivers on Marine 
Way.” The highway facing the temple gets a 
lot of traffic, being one of the main routes to 
Vancouver’s international airport.

Reporter Ann Rees observed that exter
nally the Hare Krishnas seemed to be “going 
commercial” to expand their appeal. How
ever, she also reported that, “nothing has 
changed inside the temple,” and offered a 
description of the guru-puja ceremony.

Bo
b
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temple. In a recent report, he describes sev
eral media engagements: First, when Guru- 
prasada Swami visited in October, he was 
invited to be on a television cooking pro
gram. Hare Krishna dasa describes the 
show’s hostess, Teresita, as “a pious woman 
who gave the devotees good publicity.” 

Another news broadcast showed the 
devotees chanting in the streets of downtown 
Monterrey and interviewed Guru-prasada 
Swami in the temple room. Hare Krishna 
dasa mentioned that the Gaura-Nitai Deities 
and Srila Prabhupada murti could be seen in 
the background. In the program, Hare 
Krishna dasa debated a Gnostic Christian 
who criticized the bhakti process. By the end 
of the discussion, the Gnostic had reversed 
his position and admitted, “The Krishna 
doctrine is very m agnificen t and 
respectable.”

The Monterrey devotees report 4,800 
small books distributed; 3,000 of those by 
Madhusudana-devi dasi.

performance and within the final ac t An 
estimated 2,000 people received a copy of 
the BBT’s Chant and Be Happy, and a 
“Questions and Answers about the Hare 
Krishna Movement” flyer.

The musical was written and popularized 
during the 1960s hippie era and includes one 
scene where the actors chant Hare Krishna.

P h i l a d e lp h ia ,  P e n n . i

ITV (ISKCON Television) has released a 
new video cooking class. The Cooking With 
Kurma series includes 12 shows divided 
among vegetable entrees, soups, rices, savor
ies, breads, chutneys and raitas, drinks, and 
desserts. All 12 fit on three two-hour tapes.

Kurma gives easy-to-follow instructions 
and conveys a sense of simplicity in a time- 
honored tradition. All recipes are taken from 
Lord Krishna's Cuisine by Yamuna Devi.

Turkeyless Thanksgiving was held for 
the homeless at the new Hare Krishna shelter 
on North Broad St. Guest of honor was Hari 
the calf, a six-month-old bull from the Gita- 
Nagari farm in central Pennsylvania. The 
dinner was documented in the Philadelphia 
Inquirer with a photo of the buffet line. The 
article reviewed several city Thanksgiving 
dinners, but ISKCON’s was the only vege
tarian event. Chandrika-devi dasi and Rupa- 
manohara dasa, who head the shelter pro
gram, reported that the KYW and WHYY 
radio stations covered the event, along with 
Channel 6 Action News.

Several other temples held similar din
ners, attracting vegetarian friends to come 
celebrate the holiday with Krishna.

C h ic a g o ,  I l l in o is ]
Theatergoers who attended the sold-out 

revival of the musical Hair were greeted 
with loud congregational chanting of the 
Hare Krishna mantra. The fall, 1987 per
formance was sponsored by Northwestern 
Univ.

Officials invited the devotees of the Lunt 
St. temple to chant for 45 minutes before the

Kitwe, Zambia temple. Gladson describes 
the drum as “tattered,” and requests assis
tance in the preaching effort. Any French- 
speaking devotee interested in developing 
Krishna Consciousness in Zaire, or any per
son willing to lend financial assistance, is 
asked to contact Bhakta Gladson, c/o 
ISKCON, P.O. Box 20242 Kitwe, Zambia.

Correction: In IWR 7.5, IWR mentioned 
that land had been purchased in Zaire. Actu
ally the land was not for sale, but rather may 
be donated to ISKCON depending on the 
devotees’ efforts there.

Good news in Zaire: Bhakta Gladson 
reports that they have succeeded in register
ing the Hare Krishna Movement in this re
mote African country. Gladson and one other 
man arc the only devotees in Zaire. Never
theless, they have printed 5,000 copies of a 
book based on the introduction to Bhagavad- 
gita in French. The printing was made pos
sible with the help of a Life Member who 
owns a printing firm and agreed to offer the 
devotees a discount. When more funds are 
available, a French pamphlet, “What is Hare 
Krishna?” will be published.

The two devotees perform harinama 
regularly in downtown Lubumbashi, using a 
mridanga drum borrowed from the nearby

“The Existence of God” was the subject 
of a recent symposium sponsored by the 
Brantford Branch of the Ahmadiyya Move- Belgium: Rasa-prema, Vasullama, and 
ment (the Islamic sect that believes Christ Genevieve at Soviet embassy gates, 
died in India). The 
gathering was held 
on Oct. 25 in the 
Brantford suburb 
and included speak
ers from five reli
gious groups. Rep
resenting the Hare 
Krishna Movement 
were Bhaktimarga 
Swami and GauraJ 
dasa of the TorontoJ 
temple. §

Gaura dasa and* 
the other Toronto^
devotees also ca- Honey offering in Villa Vrindavana, Italy, 
tered a turkeyless 
Thanksgiving din
ner for the Toronto 
Vegetarian Associ
ation. Gaura and 
B h a k t i m a r g a  
Swami also showed 
some ITV videos, 
including “Healthy,
W ealthy and 
Wise.” The Toronto 
temple has worked | |~  
closely with 
TVA over the la s t || 
few years to pro
vide prasadam  and^| 
facilities for many
of its meetings. Australian newspaper coverage, Oct. through Nov., 1987.

1

TV cooking show in Monterrey, Mexico.

Carlo (in cab), Yogesha (on top), and Namahatta (front) ask feed donations in Italy.

Detroit Skyline: Renaissance Center 
Towers frame the harinama party chant
ing in downtown Detroit. Bhakti-tirtha Swami on the air in Zambia.
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Interview.. .
continued from page 3

prcaching. We arc having more communica
tion and dialogue in the hope of improve
ment. It is okay to talk about these things as 
long as it is done in a constructive, non- 
political spirit, with no personal motivation.

IWR:  Prabhupada often referred to the 
scientists as “atheists” and “ rascals,” yet 
you seem to spend a lot of time and energy 
arranging conferences and trying to meet 
these people. Can you tell us your realiza
tion about how Prabhupada wanted you 
to deal with the scientists?

Bhaktisvarupa Damodara: In August of 
’77 I traveled to India to hold the first inter
national “Life Comes From Life Confer
ence.” Srila Prabhupada asked me to do it. At 
that time he was staying at Bhaktivedanta 
Manor. His health was very bad and I was 
very concerned, so on my way back from 
India I stopped there to see him.

One morning he called me to his room for 
a discussion about preaching to the scien
tists. There Prabhupada was saying that we 
are not against the scientists, but we are 
against their atheistic prcaching in the name 
of science. He actually appreciated their 
spirit of making discoveries and advance
ments. He was not against that actually.

But he was against the atheistic principle 
that in the name of scientific knowledge they 
say that life is nothing but a random combi
nation of certain chemicals. “ |That theory] is 
not true! I am against it,” he said, and tears 
came down from Srila Prabhupada’s eyes, 
just saying thaL

Then he emphasized that we have to go 
and preach to the scholars and scientists so 
that they do not misunderstand—so that they 
do not misrepresent the real spirit of know
ledge and the nature of life.

Some years before that in Bombay, when 
Prabhupada first moved into his rooms there,

he told me to invite the scholars and intellec
tuals to the temple, give them very nice, first- 
class prasadam. He said they should be 
treated very nicely and when they are satis
fied, then I should speak to them about 
Krishna. So I personally use that as a guide
line. I never use the words, “You are a ras
cal,” like that.

Prabhupada could say that, and people 
would become inspired, but if I say it, they 
will turn against me. So I never recommend 
harsh treatment of 
o th e r s — ra th e r  
treat them in a 
very friendly and 
nice way.

IWR: But don’t 
we have to put 
som e d is tan ce  
between “them ” 
and “us”?

W on’t we 
becom e co n 
taminated if we 
compromise?

B h ak tisv a ru p a  
Damodara: No,
there is no ques
tion of a compro
mise. It is just a 
matter of exercis
ing our intelli
gence and applying Krishna Consciousness 
according to time and circumstances. We 
have to preach the message of Krishna Con
sciousness and they have to receive it. How
ever, you can’t force; if you force, they will 
never accept. You have to use your intelli
gence so that they can become a suitable 
candidate to receive the message. You have 
to understand their mood and know a little of 
their background.

Actually no one will ultimately reject 
Krishna Consciousness; everything depends 
on the quality of our preaching. We have to 
exercise the time and circumstances.

IWR: In the past we’ve had a lot of bad 
publicity. Why do you suppose that is?

Bhaktisvarupa Damodara: Most of us 
were young, without a lot of advancement in 
Krishna Consciousness. And Prabhupada 
departed too soon. What I would say is that 
somehow our enthusiasm, without having 
good planning on how to change the con
sciousness, led us to encounter certain diffi
culties. I don’t believe there was any bad in

tention, just the 
force of circum
stance. But now 
I think we are 
getting older 
and more 
t h o u g h t f u l ,  
more concerned 
about how to 
properly present 
K rishna C on
sciousness.

In a way it 
was a period of 
self-training and 
learning, and I 
feel very posi
tive that as the 
tim e passes, 

$ people will be
gin to appreciate 
the scien tific  
and philosophi

cal background of Krishna Consciousness. 
We learn from our mistakes. It was Krishna’s 
arrangement that we have been forced into 
these circumstances.

We must accept that and go from here. 
We must do the things we need to do: pre
serve Srila Prabhupada’s sanctity and his 
spirit of spreading Krishna Consciousness. 
He’s always giving his blessings, and I think 
Krishna will definitely give His blessings, 
and we can move forward.

IWR:  Can you say something about the fu
ture of ISKCON, as you see it?

B h a k tisv a ru p a  D am o d ara : Srila 
Prabhupada’s centennial festival—his 100th 
birth anniversary—is only nine years from 
now. I feel very strongly that if all the devo
tees throughout the world can concentrate on 
how to glorify Srila Prabhupada for hiS'won- 
derful mercy and blessings, it will bring a lot 
of good fortune to the movement

All of us can prepare for the centennial by 
concentrating on some of the things Srila 
Prabhupada taught us: to have a devotional 
quality in our sadhana, uphold the basic 
principles of Krishna Consciousness, also 
preaching, and publication and distribution 
of his books. We must also arrange that Srila 
Prabhupada’s name and glories be appreci
ated throughout the world on a much more 
elaborate scale. We must make plans to glo
rify him.

If we all meditate on this, I think it will 
bring great unity to the devotees and also 
make us all feel very committed to do some 
service for Srila Prabhupada. This includes 
not only the devotees in the temple, but also 
the devotees living outside the temple. I 
think more than 50 percent of devotees are 
now living outside the temples. If we all 
become absorbed in glorifying Srila 
Prabhupada, we will get good results.

In regards to the management, many nice 
people have joined all around the world and 
they are now becoming more mature in spiri
tual life. So the time has come to give them 
the responsibility for managing their own 
countries. They are brought up in a particular 
culture and they know how to speak very 
nicely to convince their own people to accept 
Krishna Consciousness. It is very natural, 
and if we do this, Krishna Consciousness can 
become very naturally functioning in many 
countries.

Of course, it is not that they will be sepa
rate. The leaders of each country will also 
invite the international devotees to come to 
their temples and have very nice Krishna 
conscious association. I think that spirit is 
developing already and it is vital to the future 
of our ISKCON movement.

Bhaktisvarupa Damodara Swami at the Los 
Angeles Hare Krishna temple.

Q u e s t io n :

“We aren’t planning to  open a new tem ple and I haven’t 
nibbed shoulders w ith any movie stars lately. What kind 
of a story can I send to the ISKCON World Review?”
A n s w e r :

Your tem p le and th e d evotees in  it are b ig  n ew s  to u s  and  
w e w a n t to hear from you . Tell u s  w h a t y ou  are d o in g  a n d  w ho  
th e  peop le are w h o m ak e it h ap p en . IWR  is  for th e  d ev o tees, 
and  th e  world o f ISKCON is in terested  in  w h a t’s  h a p p en in g  in  
you r  tem p le.

Q u e s t io n :

“ M y  E n g l i s h  i s n ’ t  t h a t  g r e a t .  H o w  

c a n  I  w r i t e  t h e  a r t i c l e ? ”

A n s w e r :
We sim p ly  a sk  th a t y ou  sen d  u s  a  letter an d  if p ossib le , 

in c lu d e  b la ck -a n d -w h ite  p h o to s . W rite a s  if w riting to a  friend  
w h o w a n ts  to h ear  from  y o u . Inclu de d e ta ils  su c h  a s  n a m es, 
d a tes , p la ces, ex a ctly  w h a t h a p p en ed , an d  w h y . W e’ll do th e  
rest. If y ou  feel m ore con fid en t a b o u t you r  w ritin g  sk ills , write  
a m ore form al p ress  release.

ANNOUNCEMENT
In 198 8 , th e  ISKCON W orld R e v ie w  w ill b e  startin g  a  

n ew  feature ca lled  PEO PLE A N D  P L A C E S IN  ISK CO N .
It w ill h ave  5 0 - to 60-w ord  su m m a r ie s  o f d ev o tees’ 

a ch iev em en ts , projects, activ ities , a n d  travels. We w a n t  
to m ak e a n  a n n o u n c e m e n t w h en  y o u  print b ook s, e x 
p an d  you r  tem p le, restau ran t, or a sh ra m a , or hold a  
p u b lic  festiva l. A lso sen d  vital n e w s  su c h  a s  b irth s, 
d e a th s , m arriages, and  n ew  d ev o tees. B e su re  to in c lu d e  
a sn a p sh o t  o f th e  d ev o tees  involved .

J u s t  a s  y o u  w a n t to k n ow  w h a t’s  h a p p en in g  in  oth er  
tem p les , o th er  d ev o tees  w a n t to k n o w  w h a t’s  h a p p en in g  
in  y o u rs . P eo p le  a n d  P la ces  in ISKCO N  is  n o t for “n ew s  
s to r ie s ,” b u t rather an  u p d a te  o f w h ich  d ev o tees  are  
doin g  w h a t an d  w here.
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W A N T E D

Wanted: serious employee at ITV. Must type 
efficiently, handle phone calls, clients, and other 
business. Video experience not necessary, but 
there’s plenty of room to rise to your aptitude. 
Minimum wage to start and we’ll raise it according 
to your usefulness. Contact Nrisimhananda, (213) 
559-7670, 9:30 am-5:30 p m .

Tenant: Rental available. Small house at 
Pyramid Center in Topanga, Calif., 20 miles from 
L.A. temple, 10 minutes from San Fernando 
Valley. Must be vegetarian, non-smoker, no pets. 
First and last required; $800 per month. Contact 
Nrsimhananda, (213) 559-7670, 9:30 am-5:30pm.

Seeking devotees to help start preaching 
hermitage supported by self-sufficient gardening, 
Vaishnava sanga and Krishna's mercy. Contact 
Nrisimha dasa, P.O. Box 1056, Bellville, TX 
77418.

Urgently needed— Sincere, enthusiastic devotees 
to help with this most important, direct service to 
Srila Prabhupada. Enter hand-written corrections 
to complete the transcriptions of all of Srila 
Prabhupada's tapes—more than 3,000 morning 
walks, room conversations, lectures, etc. Personal 
computer required. Don’t miss this opportunity to 
please Krishna. Talk to Ekanatha or Ranjhit at 
(213) 559-2143 or write to: Bhaktivedanta 
Archives, P.O. Box 34453, Los Angeles, CA 
90034.

A N N O U N C E M E N T S

Rathayatra at New Orleans M ardi-G ras. An
experience no devotee should miss. February 16— 
accomodations available. Contact Ranganatha 
dasa, (504) 488-7433.

Celebrate R athayatra In Bombay on your way to 
the Mayapur Festival. Join ISKCON Bombay’s 
annual Rathayatra Festival on 20th February, for a 
truly international event. Free accomodation in the 
ISKCON Guesthouse on 19th and 20th for your 
comfortable stay. Please contact immediately for 
booking your free room. Jaya Jagannatha!

Your Vedic Horoscope calculated and sent to you 
free! Just send an index card with your name, 
date—place—and exact time of birth, along with a 
SASE to: ARLA, 9715 Venice Blvd., Suite 6, Los 
Angeles, CA 90034.

Raja-Vidya, The King o f  Knowledge (one of Srila 
Prabhupada's most wonderful small books), sent 
free upon request Prabhupada’s Books, P.O. Box
11216, Dallas, TX 75223.

S A L E S /S E R V I C E S

Selling out: Last 200 copies of original master 
recording of Vaiyasaki’s Chaiianya Chandra 
bhajana tape. Minimum order 25 copies only $2ea. 
plus shipping cost of 15%. COD and prepaid only. 
Contact Govinda’s, 305 Schermerhom, Brooklyn, 
NY 11217.

Don’t leave for Vrindavana without it: Touring 
the Land o f  Krishna, by Patita Pavana Das 
($12.95). Also: 1988 Vedic Calendar ($7.95); 100 
Published Articles on Vedic Astrology (spiral- 
bound) ($20); Chanakya-Nili Shasira ($7.50). 
Vishwa Vaidic Vidyasangha, 2441 Clare St., San 
Pablo, CA 94806; (415) 23-PAVAN.

Transcendental Cassettes! Over 208 rare 
tapes—specializing in Vishnujana, Music of 
India, New Age and Children’s. Free List. $1 
sampler tapes. Mahi Barta, P.O. Box 228, Badger, 
CA 93603.

Krishna-, Chaitanya-, and Prabhupada-lila T- 
shirts and puzzles. Many other New Age designs. 
Free catalog. Seeta-Rama Transfers, P.O. Box 
228, Dept. I, Badger, CA 93603.

Rare BTGs, IW R, 200 play scripts, 1,500 rare 
tapes; files on all important subjects. Send SASE to 
Radha-Damodara dasa, 5534 S.E. Marine Dr., 
Burnaby, BC Canada, V5J 3G8. (604) 439-1704.

Vedic Astrologer—Consult Shyamasundara 
dasa. Also Vedic astrology computer program. 
Information: send large SASE to SRIVAS, 4255 
LBJ Freeway, Suite 114, Dallas, TX 75244.

F irst-run printing: D id Jesus Go to India? 
Written by Satyaraja dasa (Steven Rosen), author 
of many pamphlets, articles, and books for 
ISKCON. 15-page pamphlet. Minimum order 12 
copies only $1 ea. plus 10% postage. Contact 
Govinda’s, 305 Schermerhom, Brooklyn, NY
11217.

P ran am ’s Puzzles— Ages 3-10, $7 each. 
Wholesale available. P.O. Box 568, Three Rivers, 
CA 93271.

Live life with less hassle! Get the Panchang habit. 
Palani Panchang for 1988 (PST), giving Rashi 
predictions, Gaudiya festivals, auspicious days, 
muhurtas, and much more (120 pages) avail, for 
only $7. Order from Devendrá Trivedi, 4831 Piper 
St., Fremont, CA 94538. Tel.: (415) 490-1533.

C l a s s i f i e d  A d  P r i c e s
$.50 per word for a regular listing; 

$.75 per word for boxed listing. 
Send your ad with payment to: 

IWR Classified Ads,
P.O. Box 1487,

Culver City, CA 90232 USA

C o l o r  P h o t o g r a p h s
of Any Color Picture in 

Prabhupada’s Books.
4x5— $4; 5x7— $10; 8x10—$20;

16x20—$50; 20x24—$80. 
Send photocopy of picture with 

Book, Vol., etc., along with check 
or money order to: 

Bhaktivedanta Archives 
P.O. Box 453 

Culver City, CA 90232 
Tel.: (213) 559-8401 

$10 min. order,
U.S. add 10% postage; 

non-U.S. add 20%

T h e  

S l a u g h t e r h o u s e  

M o v i e

A C o n v i n c i n g  

P r e a c h i n g  T b o l

This videotape speaks volum es on the 
necessity o f vegetarianism as the 
means to end senseless suffering  

amonginnocent animals. 
VHS.Send $24.95 to:

Prem Sehgal, P.O. Box 5802X3, 
Houston, TX77258-02K3

r Subscribe to the ISKCON World Revieŵ
f o r  t h e  l a t e s t  o n  t h e  H a r e  K r i s h n a  M o v e m e n t

i
Please send me the ISKCON World Review for one year. |
I would like D U .S .  Regular ($8); D U .S .  1st Class ($15)
□  Non-U.S. Airmail ($16). My payment is enclosed.

N am e:----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Address:

City: State: ZIP:

L

The ISKCON World Review, P.O. Box 1487, Culver City, CA 90232 USA
Tel.: (213) 839-0903 J

I
B ecom e an  ISKCO N  W orld  R e v ie w  S u sta in er!

The monthly publication of the /IVfldependson reader support. If you believe ISKCON 
I needs the forum of communication represented by this newspaper, please make a pledge 
|  today. You may send your entire pledge at one time or use the coupon below to set up 
■ electronic fund transfers from your bank. Specify the amount you wish to give each month 
J and enclose a check for your first contribution. We will mail you a receipt for all of your 
I donations at the end of the year. When we receive your signed authorization we’ll mail 
|  you a letter of confirmation.

I I hereby authorize my bank to charge my account each month and pay the ISKCON
World Review  $ 

Name:

per month.

Address:
I
|  City:_______

I Signature:__

I Date signed:.
! Please enclose a check for your first month’s contribution and mail to:
■ ISKCON World Review, P.O. Box 1487, Culver City, CA 90232 USA

State: ZIP:

Preferred dale to withdraw funds: □  5th □  20th

Case of 24, 2-1/2 oz. bottles—$35 
Case of 24, 5 or. bottles—$65 

1 lb. bags—$7
Plus shipping (by your request)

Bhumi Bee Pollen
806 Soo St . Minot. ND 58701

(701)852-5593 
Quantity Discounts Available; 

Dealer Inquiries Requested.

ITV's

V a l e n t i n e s  D a y  
V i d e o t a p e  S p e c i a l

50% off our regular price:

Sita's Wedding
(Tw o h o u rs , w ith  su b titles)

Sita-Rama: The Perfection of 
True Spiritual Love 

Only $14.95 (plus $3.50 s&h)
Offer expires Feb. 15 

Specify VHS or Beta; Calif, residents please add 
6-1/ 2% sales tax; send check or money order to:

ITV Productions
3812 Bagley Ave., Culver City, CA 90232 

Tel.: (213) 559-7670
Al» available: Soviet Krishnas' TV debut in 

b it Easy to He Young?, an underground sensation.
$15 plus $350 s/h.

Books, Videos, Tapes & More
— A ll f r o m  O n e  S o u r c e —

S a v i n g s  a n d  C o n v e n i e n c e — C a ll T o l l -F re e  D ay  o r  N ig h t

1-800-553-8298 pn Mississippi call (601) 445-2222]

Small Singapore Srimad-Bhagavatam 
Sets—$125
Prabhupada Letters (5 Volumes, 
6,300 Letters)—$125 
Asstd. Prabhupada Lectures and 
Kirtana Tapes—$4 ea.

■ Ramayana Narration-Ten 92-Minute 
Tapes—$39.50

■ Children’s Krishna Book in Two 
Volumes—$8 ea.

1 Various Two-Hour ITV Videos, New 
and Boxed—$27 ea.

Plus much more—call to get on our mailing list We ship UPS COD within 24 hours.

Vedic River Devotional Supplies
—Subsidiary of Old South Vedic Society—
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Sri Valmiki’s BOOK

R A M A Y A N A
A D ram atic  N arra tion  w ith  M u s ic  on 10 A u d io -c ass e ttes

by Amala-bhakta Dasa
This presentation is not just the late these  

story of the life of Lord Rama— an in
carnation of God— but an in-depth 
revelation of some of the most fasci
nating personalities in Vedic history.
Fascinating because they portray 
ideals— the ideal husband, wife, 
brother, friend and servant— under 
the most trying if not overwhelming 
circumstances. They live and die for 
virtue, truth and justice, always set
ting the perfect example for the rest 
of humanity to follow.

No amount of sacrifice or suffering 
is too much for these great souls to 
bear. And they do it gladly, fearlessly 
and faithfully. To listen to them think, 
feel, speak and act— interrelating 
with each other on the highest spiri

ideals.
Listening to 

this 15-hour 
R A M A YA N A  
series— with 
its multiple- 
voice characterizations, Indian 
mood music and realistic sound ef
fects— will keep you riveted to your 
seat for hours at a time. You will 
see Lord Rama banished by His 
father from the kingdom to the for
est for 14 years; Sita kidnapped by 
Ravana, the demon king; Hanu- 
man discover her whereabouts; 
and Rama lead the monkey troops 
into battle and finally kill Ravana. A 
truly unforgettable and uplifting

tual level— is the most inspiring and experience! 
instructive experience that any Your satisfaction is guaranteed, 
genuine devotee of God can obtain. So please order today. Ten 92 min. 
For it encourages him to try to emu- cassettes— (15 hours)— $39.50.

KRISHNA PRODUCTIONS, 3305 Cardiff Ave., Dept.lWR-21, Los Angeles, CA 90034
Yes, please send m e______set(s) of the 10 cassette Ramayana at $39.50 each. _________
plus 6-1/2% sales tax (Calif, residents only) _________
Postage and handling In U.S. $ 2.00
Non-U.S. air mail: add 30%; surface: 15% (U.S. funds only) _________
Enclosed is my check______M.O._______ TOTAL $_________
Name____________________________________________________________________________ ________________________
Address___________________________________________________________________ ______________ ________________
City_________________________________ State _ _ _ _ _  Z IP __________________ Cntry_________________________
□  Please send free catalog of other dramatic recordings

T h e  B h a k t iv e d a n ta  A rc h iv e s
Tape M inistry: • Lecture tapes $2.50 per tape (order by master catalog code#)

• Full set of 711 lecture tapes $2 per tape • Original unedited bhajanas (35 C-90’s) $85
• Nectar of Devotion Series (15 tapes) $37.50 • Lord Kapila Series (21 tapes) $52.50

• Queen Kunti Series (14 tapes) $35 • Yoga System Series (7 tapes) $ 17.50
• Original Krishna Book dictation tapes (33 tapes) $75 • Master catalog $5 

Kooks: • Letters from Srila Prabhupada (6,300 letters; five 680-page hardbound volumes) $125 
Full Sets: • Full-size U.S. edition inc. Srimad-Bhagavatam, Caitanya-caritamrita, Lilamrta $500

• Small (Singapore) Srimad-Bhagavatam  edition $150 
Microfiche: • All of Srila Prabhupada's recorded lectures, morning walks, and room 

conversations typed and shot on microfilm (609 microfiche contain 40,000 typed pages) $300
• Letters on microfilm (190 microfiche) $100

• Srila Prabhupada’s handwritten manuscripts and log of initiated disciples (51 microfiche) $30 
Please include the follow ing postage with your U S . order o f  $2- 25: $2; $26- 100: $5; 

$101- 500: $ 10; $501- 2,000: $20. Outside U S . add 15% to total cost o f  the order.
Send Postal Money Order, Cashiers Check, or Bank Draft only. N on-U  S.orders— make sure that 

the bank from  which you buy your Cashiers Check has a branch in the U S.

The Bhaktivedanta Archives, P.O. Box 34453, Los Angeles, CA 90034
(213) 559-2143

The International Society for 
Krishna Consciousness 
ISKCON World Review 
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Niranjana Swami in Philadelphia.

Miami Beach ISKCON Reincarnates its Restaurant

I n t e r v i e w :

W h a t  H a s  H a p p e n e d  t o  

P u r e  B o o k  D i s t r ib u t io n ?
The term “pure book distribution” refers 

to selling BBT books on their own merit. 
Srila Prabhupada stressed the practice over 
and over in his letters and instructions to his 
disciples. He included it in his famous motto 
for ISKCON: “Books are the basis, preach
ing is the essence, utility is the principle, 
purity is the force.”

Despite the emphasis Srila Prabhupada 
gave to pure book distribution, many 
ISKCON temples are not as acuve as they 
used to be. In the following interview, 
Niranjana Swami discusses some of the is
sues currenUy confronting the movement.

Niranjana Swami is an ISKCON Govern
ing Body Commissioner and a member of 
the North American BBT Council.

IWR: In the language of ISKCON, “sankir- 
tana” originally meant congregational 
chanting, but then came to mean book distri
bution. Now in America it is often used to 
refer to fund raising. What has happened? 
N ira n ja n a  Swam i: Fund raising is 
sankirtana, provided we’re actually present
ing the ideals and goals of Lord Chaitanya’s 
sankirtana movement. In other words, 
preaching. What better way is there to raise 
funds than by presenting one of Srila 
Prabhupada’s books, and in exchange the 
public offers support of our efforts?

That’s what Srila Prabhupada wanted. 
But for many devotees, it was too hard to 
inspire non-devotees to support our move
ment within a one-minute exchange in the 
street or a parking lot. So we introduced 
different paraphernalia as an “icebreaker” 
and shifted  the focus away from 
Prabhupada’s books. We fell into the trap of 
presenting our society in humanitarian terms 
to attract support from the philanthropically- 
minded, and the books were given as a 
bonus.

Then gradually we saw that if we pre
sented Srila Prabhupada’s book after the 
fact, the public felt they had not gotten the 
full story. So we decided to just forget the 
book and use the money to support the 
temples and free distribution of books in

continued on page 6

MIAMI BEACH, Florida—The 
Govinda’s Restaurant has reo
pened in the Boardwalk Hotel- 
tumed-Hare Krishna temple here. 
Govinda’s has been completely 
remodeled in an authentic Art 
Dcco style, including real marble. 
The restaurant serves Indian, Ital
ian, and American prasadam  
dishes.

On Dec. 31, 1987, the Miami 
Herald printed a favorable review 
by staff writer Irene Lacher. To 
begin she stated, . .judging from 
the house rules at Govinda’s, God 
apparently doesn’t want you to 
smoke, drink, or eat m eat..

Despite Lacher’s comment 
that the mixed vegetable juice 
was “too much like hard-core 
health food,” the overall tone of 
the review was positive. She 
heartily praised the “really fresh- 
looking vegetables” at the salad 
bar, saying it was “one of the 
better ones we’ve seen . .

The restaurant has been open 
on and off since 1980, when 
ISKCON purchased the Board
walk hotel. Govinda's Restaurant comes back to life with a professionally remodeled interior.

German Devotees Stir Media Attention 
for Imprisoned Soviet Hare Krishnas
BONN, Germany— Hunger strikes, press 
coverage, and demonstrations have helped to 
focus public attention on the plight of Soviet 
Hare Krishna devotees this winter.

On Sept. 15, 150 devotees gathered in 
downtown Bonn to chant and dance for 10 
straight hours. Bhajana singers from Bangla
desh led the chanting and German actress 
Christiane Rucker [Koumadaki-devi dasi] 
addressed the crowd from the stage.

In November, Nikhilananda dasa created 
a sight when he fasted in front of the Soviet 
embassy for 15 days. He held a vigil daily 
from 7 a.m. until 8 p.m., dressed in a black- 
and-white-striped prisoner’s suit. Although 
they had official orders to ignore him, the 
200 Soviet employees saw Nikhilananda 
chanting as they went to and from the build
ing each day. Pleased by the orderly demon
stration in September, the police granted him 
a spot just opposite the embassy gate. Photo 
stories appeared in several major papers and 
a syndicated interview played on several 
radio stations.

Another hunger strike was staged in 
November by Anjana-devi dasi of Hei
delberg. She staked out Bonn’s downtown 
shopping area for 18 days, despite severe 
cold weather. Displays with pictures and 
information about the imprisoned Soviet 
devotees attracted passersby and she col
lected thousands of signatures for her cause.

Anjana dasi held an 18-day hunger strike in downtown Bonn.

She was also favored by media coverage, 
including a news report on Finnish TV.

These events were part of an international 
campaign coordinated by the Committee to 
Free Soviet Hare Krishnas. Letter-writing, 
petitions, and public demonstrations have 
had an effect At the end of 1987, several 
devotees were released. However, Krishna 
Consciousness has not been recognized as an 
official religion, and followers may be sub
ject to punishment for their faith.

For a list of devotees still imprisoned, 
please refer to the petition on page six.

m eine P r ü d e r 
und r*fiw csfcr»t f r e i

Nikhilananda’s prisoner outfit.
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T h is  m o n th  IW R  ta k e s  a  c lo se  lo o k  a t  A m e r ic a n  
b o o k  d is t r ib u t io n . R e a d in g  th e  in t e r v ie w  w ith  
N ir a n ja n a  S w a m i, i t  b e co m e s  c le a r  t h a t  w e  n e e d  to  
go b a c k  to  th e  b a s ic s , a n d  P r a b h u p a d a  g a v e  u s  v e r y  
s p e c if ic  in s t ru c t io n s . H e  s a id  to  p r in t  a n d  d is t r ib u te  
h is  b o o ks.

I t  is  e n c o u ra g in g  t h a t  r ig h t  n o w  in  A m e r ic a , 
m a n y  le a d e rs  a re  fe e lin g  t h a t  w e  n e e d  to  re e m p h a 
s iz e  th is  o n e  in s t r u c t io n . T h e y  a r e  s a y in g  t h a t  i f  
b o o k  d is t r ib u t io n  is  d o n e  p u re ly , th e n  I S K C O N  w i l l  
b e  p ro te c te d  a n d  b le s s e d  b y  K r is h n a .  M o n e y , d e v o 
te e s — e v e r y th in g  w e  n e e d — w il l  co m e  a s  a  r e s u lt .

W e  th o u g h t t h a t  b y  c o m p ro m is in g  o u r  a p p e a r 
a n c e  a n d  p re s e n ta t io n , w e  c o u ld  p le a s e  th e  p u b lic . 
W e  th o u g h t  w e  c o u ld  “ do  b ig g e r .”  B u t  ir o n ic a l ly  p u b 
lic  o p in io n  d e m a n d s  p u r ity . A f t e r  a n a ly z in g  b o x es  
a n d  d ra w e rs - fu ll o f  n e w s p a p e r  a r t ic le s ,  a s  w e  h a v e  
h e re  in  o u r  o ffic e , w e  see  a  d e f in ite  p a t te r n : th e r e ’s  
a  lo t  o f  b a d  p u b lic it y  fo r  p u t t in g  b o o k  d is t r ib u t io n  in  
th e  b a c k g ro u n d  o f  o u r  s a n k ir ta n a , b u t  b a r e ly  o n e  
n e g a t iv e  m e n tio n  fo r  p u re  b o o k  d is t r ib u t io n .

G r a n te d , o u r  b e lie fs  a n d  lif e  s t y le  a r e  u n u s u a l to  
m o s t W e s te rn e r s . B u t  a t  th e  s a m e  t im e  th e  A m e r i
c a n  p e o p le  g e n u in e ly  re s p e c t p e rs o n s  a n d  g ro u p s  
w h o  a r e  d e d ic a te d  to  s e lf le s s  g o a ls . W e  a r e  c e r t a in ly  
d e d ic a te d , a n d  w e  a r e  h e ir s  to  a  v e n e r a b le  t r a d it io n  
t h a t  w i l l  d e f in it e ly  b e n e f it  th e  m o d e rn  w o r ld .

T h e  K r is h n a  co n s c io u s  p h ilo s o p h y  a n d  lif e  s t y le  
a r e  th e  s u b s ta n c e  o f  S r i la  P r a b h u p a d a ’s  b o o k s . W e  
c a n  fe e l p ro u d  t h a t  w e  r e p re s e n t  s u c h  a  g r e a t  s a in t  
a n d  s p ir i t u a l  le a d e r . I t  is  n o t a t  a l l  in a p p r o p r ia te  
fo r  u s  to  p re s e n t  th e  p h ilo s o p h y  a s  i t  is . W e  c a n  
r e b u ild  o u r  p u b lic  im a g e  b y  s im p ly  s e ll in g  a n d  d is 
t r ib u t in g  h is  b o o k s  in  a  s t r a ig h t fo r w a r d  m a n n e r .

W e  u rg e  e v e r y  te m p le  in  A m e r ic a , a n d  o th e r  
c o u n tr ie s  a s  w e ll,  to  r e v iv e  p u re  b o o k  d is t r ib u t io n .
I t  d o es  n o t h a v e  to  h a p p e n  o v e rn ig h t , b u t  w e  m u s t  
b e g in . I t  is  im p o r ta n t  to  th e  fu tu re  o f  th e  te m p le s  
a n d  th e  fu tu r e  o f  I S K C O N  its e lf .

B h a k tis va ru p a  In te rv iew
Dear Editors,

I read with great interest your interview 
with Bhaktisvarupa Damodara Swami in the 
January issue. During the interview he 
stressed four very important points, namely 
the necessity for all devotees to glorify Srila 
Prabhupada, practice proper Vaishnava eti
quette, preach with intelligence and sensitiv
ity, and practice honest self-examination for 
spiritual purification. His words bespeak a 
refreshingly mature understanding of the 
Krishna conscious philosophy, not only with 
regard to its various guidelines, but its origi
nal pristine spirit as well.
Yours,
Ajitananda dasa 
Los Angeles, Calif.

Dear Editor,
I have just read the latest IWR and am 

pleased to see the democratic and responsive 
changes that are being made. I particularly 
liked the interview with Dr. Singh 
[Bhaktisvarupa Damodara Swami], whom I 
have met. A study of his explanation of the 
practice of Krishna Consciousness as applied 
to conventional daily life reveals a psycho
logically wholesome approach. It is sensitive 
to many of the important personal issues 
faced by all of us in the secular world. His 
emphasis on genuine humility and self- 
analysis in relationships is certainly exem
plified by the way I have seen him conduct 
himself.

As a fellow scientist, I also agree with his 
gentle and effective approach to understand
ing and communicating with the established 
scientific community. These ways of relating 
to others speak of a universality of kindness 
and respect for each other that can be exer
cised by anyone, independent of any particu
lar religious belief.
Sincerely,
Arnold S. Weiss, Ph.D.
Culver City, Calif.

IW R  E d ito ria l P o lic y
To the Editors,

For 13 years I have associated with devo
tees and have seen many of ISKCON’s suc
cesses and also may of its less-than-glorious 
moments. Recently one debate within the 
movement has been whether the IWR should 
report all the news or “candy-coat” it for 
public consumption.

I think the answer is quite clear: the TWR 
must keep on the road of truthfulness. Many 
of the problems within ISKCON have been 
the result of “blind faith.” Some people may 
want us to put blinders on and ignore what’s 
going on. Others may think that reporting 
“bad” news could turn away potential sup
porters. I say never! Better to be truthful and 
stop the darkness of rumors and speculation. 
Sincerely,
Steve Hulberg 
Venice, Calif.

To the Editor and All Devotees,
I ’d like to respond to the incredulous 

letter from the temple president in Bolivia 
concerning IWR. He seemed to suggest that 
devotees shut up and let the GBC decide 
what is to be heard, said, and done.

First, what does the GBC say about this?

I believe that they are apologetic for past 
mistakes and are encouraging open discus
sion of spiritual and material matters.

Secondly, we have practical experience 
of this bogus, all-powerful, elitist system 
where the few control the minds and money 
(but thank goodness, not the heart and soul) 
of the devotees. The result is that 90 percent 
of the devotees who helped Prabhupada 
build the foundation of ISKCON are now 
gone, and 75 percent of the new disciples 
have abandoned or been abandoned by their 
gurus.

I shudder to think how much more dam
age will be done if our movement returns to 
the methods of management and preaching 
adopted upon the departure of Srila 
Prabhupada. We must follow the more open, 
cooperative, honest, and pure road. It is es
tablishing a better atmosphere with devotees 
and with the world. Let’s learn from our 
mistakes and work together, honestly ap
praising our status on the devotional road 
with scriptures, sadhus, guru, and good 
sense; not by aristocracy, rumor, power 
plays, or by “might or money make right.” 
Sincerely yours,
Nalinikanta dasa 
Los Angeles, Calif.

Dear Editor,

I feel compelled to answer Ranga Puri 
dasa, as I felt it to be something out of the 
dark ages. I do not for one moment think 
Prabhupada ever meant things to be thus. He 
left us expecting all to behave decently; that 
some fell down very far can’t just be swept 
under the carpet. It must be faced and lived 
with.
Yours sincerely,
Birthe Warburg
Waiheke Island, New Zealand

Dear Editor,
I feel that your recent change in editorial 

policy is a welcome improvement As Vaish- 
navas we each have an obligation and spiri
tual need to express our realizations. By 
providing a forum for that honest Krishna 
conscious expression, your service is greatly 
beneficial.

Certainly we should accept a person who 
provides helpful criticism as our real friend. 
Not that we have to whitewash our every 
mistake and claim ourselves “holier than 
thou.” If ISKCON has some substance and 
can admit its mistakes, then it will have 
credibility. Since truthfulness is the last pil
lar of religiosity, I pray that IWR will con
tinue to print the opinions of Srila Prabhu
pada’s followers.
Sincerely,
Prabhu-kripa dasa 
Los Angeles, Calif.

Dear Editor,
I send you my best wishes for the future 

of the Review and I congratulate you for your 
current open, honest, and fair editorial pol
icy. I am sure that most of your readers will 
appreciate it, and it will be most certainly 
beneficial for ISKCON too in the long run. 
Sincerely yours,
Jean-Fr. Mayer 
Fribourg, Switzerland

continued on page 6
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Safe Return From Two-Month 
Amazon Missionary Cruise
RIO DE JANEIRO, Brazil—Twenty-one 
devotees returned safely after a two-month, 
1,500-mile journey up the Amazon River. “ It 
was a great adventure—in the true sense of 
the word—on behalf of Lord Chaitanya,” 
said Indradyumna Swami, when the boat 
docked in Manaus Dec. 18.

The Piraiba riverboat, loaned by the 
governor of the Amazon Slate, carried the 
devotees from Manaus to the border of Co
lumbia and back.

In every village along the way, devotees 
stopped to chant and distribute literature and 
prasadam. “The word got out that we were 
coming up-river, and quite often people 
would approach our boat in their wooden 
canoes asking for food and medicine,” In
dradyumna Swami said. “We were always 
prepared with prasadam and anyone who 
approached us never went away hungry.”

People of the Amazon villages rarely see 
outsiders. Commenting on the experience, 
Indradyumna said: “ In some places, as many 
as 1,000 people would follow our kirtana 
party. Sometimes hundreds of people 
chanted in unison with us. The whole village 
would stop work. It was an incredible 
experience.

“Half-way through our journey, in Tefe, a 
group of boys became so involved that they 
took up leading the kirtana party through the 
town, encouraging all the village children to 
join in. Soon it was like a scene from the Pied 
Piper; every child in the town was chanting 
Hare Krishna,” he said.

Village officials were invited aboard the 
Piraiba for dinner and conversation. Each 
received Bhagavad-gita As It Is as an offer

ing of goodwill. “ Birth, death, and disease 
are daily patterns of life in the jungle,” In
dradyumna said, “and we found the people 
receptive to our spiritual message.”

Some of the dangers of the trip? Accord
ing to Indradyumna, snakes. “They were 
everywhere,” he said. He also mentioned a 
storm that nearly capsized the boat Devotees 
also had to make trips to village healers for 
herbal cures whenever jungle fever set in.

On the return trip, villagers lined the 
banks calling out, “Hare Krishna! Hare 
Krishna!” as the Piraiba approached. “We 
had made a permanent impression upon 
them,” Indradyumna said. “Lord Chaitan- 
ya’s mercy has finally come to the Amazon.”

Devotees serve prasadam to villagers. Children from an Amazon village dawn tulasi beads and eagerly lead kirtana.

D I R E C T  L I N E
Direct Line is a forum for readers to share 
their observations, questions, and sugges
tions. All inquiries will be answered by a 
Governing Body Commissioner or another 
ISKCON leader.

A devotee from northern California wrote 
directly to Sesa dasa, executive director of 
the Bhaklivedanta Book Trust, commenting 
on the interview published in our December 
issue:

It is encouraging to hear that the BBT 
wishes to increase book distribution, as you 
know this is Srila Prabhupada’s life and soul, 
and this program has fallen to a lamentably 
low state. I don’t know about other areas, but 
to my observation in the Bay Area [Northern 
California] there is practically none. So if it 
can be revitalized, then Srila Prabhupada 
will be pleased and ISKCON can move for
ward, otherwise I think we are very much in 
danger of becoming just another mundane 
religious movement

I have questions about a couple of re
marks you made in the interview. Regarding 
book distribution, I want to know if you 
mean that there should be a resurrection of 
the old “airport-style” book distribution, 
with questionable techniques to collect 
money in the name of “sankirtana.” Devo
tees doing these kinds of things foster unfa
vorable images for the whole movement 
which in my opinion is one of our biggest 
problems. Therefore I sincerely hope you do

not intend to encourage this kind of business.
You indicate that you want individuals, 

as well as temples, to purchase and distribute 
books. For quite some time I have been 
buying books and distributing them (mostly 
giving away small books to people I contact 
in my day-to-day activities). I have written to 
the BBT at least three times requesting to 
buy books wholesale, and have never re
ceived a response. So I am pretty disgusted 
and would appreciate your comments. I be
lieve that if every devotee were to take some 
responsibility for getting out some books, 
our movement would be growing in much 
healthier ways. So I do wish there would be 
some plan to encourage individuals to take 
an interest.

Sesa dasa replies:
Thank-you for your letter. Yes, book 

distribution is at a lamentably low state, but 
I think you will be glad to hear that it is far 
from non-existent. During the last year we 
have spoken with and visited many temples 
where the strong desire to please Srila 
Prabhupada through book distribution is 
alive. Some of these temples are reporting 
scores regularly to the Sankirtan Newsletter, 
while others are planning how to get back 
into this all-important service to our spiritual 
master. We are obviously in a rebuilding 
period, but I can report to you that the BBT 
looks to the future with optimism.

I see it as a role of the BBT to help 
temples, as well as individuals, to become 
involved in book distribution. Certainly 
book distribution is not the exclusive domain 
of temples or any other singular entity. The 
success of book distribution lies in a more 
grassroots approach and we are revising our 
pricing structure to allow for this type of 
growth. Temples, individuals, and book 
stores will not only be allowed to purchase 
from us, but a system of incentives to reward 
regular and quantity buyers is being insti
tuted. Our marketing department will be 
translating the pricing structure into various 
programs we hope will facilitate a wide 
variety of customers.

In response to your points concerning 
respectability, let me say that I like to think 
of myself as a respectable person, and as 
such would not want to be involved in any
thing which is not done in a respectable 
manner.

—Sesa dasa, BBT

Prahladananda Swami, based in Spain, 
comments:

I believe that the guru issue would be less 
of an issue if we recognized that Srila 
Prabhupada never gave administrative 
power to the position of initiating guru. 
According to Srila Prabhupada’s instruc
tions, the authority to make decisions within 
ISKCON rests solely with the GBC, temple

presidents, etc. He gave us no competing 
institution. Guru means guru for the disciple. 
A sales representative of a company makes a 
contract with his client on behalf of the 
company. For the client, the sales representa
tive is the company, but this is hardly the 
position of a sales representative in relation 
to his partners. A guru may be a guru to his 
disciples, but he must see himself as their 
servant a servant to ISKCON, and to all 
other devotees.

The GBC Minister of Public Affairs replies: 
It is certainly possible for an initiating 

guru to also occupy a position of administra
tive authority in ISKCON. Many do, as 
GBCs, regional secretaries, temple presi
dents, heads of many special projects, and so 
on. Srila Prabhupada indicated in several 
places that ISKCON would require many 
spiritual masters, and we know of no evi
dence in which he states that such devotees 
should be barred from administrative duties 
in ISKCON. But as you say, the guru, or any 
devotee, should remain fixed in a humble 
service attitude. As far as decision-making is 
concerned, every devotee in ISKCON if a 
decision-maker, but there is some arn 
ment in the form of temple president/ 
etc., to ensure that the decision-r 
pacity of each devotee, initiatin ^
operates in harmony with itv ^  ■*
Srila Prabhupada. —V
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Severe economic conditions have 
plagued the country of El Salvador since 
1980. Ongoing civil war and a devastating 
earthquake in 1986 have limited the number 
of regular books devotees can afford to buy. 
However, the depressed conditions have not 
prevented devotees from distributing litera
ture in this Central American country.

Bhakta Julio reports that the temple re
cently acquired printing equipment and that 
they use it to produce 16-page pamphlets. 
Already they have printed pamphlets on 
abortion, hellish life, life in the womb, and 
materialistic life, with material taken from 
Srila Prabhupada’s books. Devotees distrib
ute the homemade literature on local busses.

Literature distribution has been a promi
nent feature of Krishna Consciousness in 
San Salvador since 1978. Hare Krishna Food 
for Life is also regularly distributed to the 
poor.

“We can say that we have experienced 
the ecstasy of sankirtana [spreading Krishna 
Consciousness],” says Bhakta Julio, “be
cause due to the particular circumstances, we 
have had to surrender fully to Krishna.”

The temple has large Gaura-Nitai Deities 
and a full-size Srila Prabhupada muni. 
Temple leader Mahabhagavata Swami re
cently brought Radha-Krishna Deities from 
India, which will eventually be installed.

“ I think this country has good karma, 
because since the temple was opened, the 
sankirtana has never stopped for even one 
day, despite all the difficulties going on.”

A Govinda’s restaurant has also operated 
through the country’s roughest years without 
closing. A branch of the temple, the restau
rant is pioneering vegetarianism in a country 
where that practice is virtually unheard of.

Professors of religion from all over North 
America gathered recently for the annual 
American Academy of Religion Convention. 
This year’s AAR meeting was held Dec. 5-8 
at the Boston Marriot and Sheraton Hotels. It 
is a chance for professors to see what’s going 
on in different fields of religious study, meet 
with colleagues, and tunc in to trends and 
developments in the field. Seminars, panel 
discussions, workshops, and lectures are all 
part of the agenda.

Each year, the Bhaktivedanta Book Trust 
is represented in the Publisher’s Hall, along
side other publishers like Harper & Row and 
Princeton Press. Manning the booth this year 
were Guru-Gauranga dasa and Keshihanta 
dasa. BBT calendars and the special Soviet 
issue of Back to Godhead magazine were 
available free to scholars. A video monitor 
showed Krishna conscious tapes throughout 
the four days of the convention. The booth 
displays full sets of Srila Prabhupada’s 
books.

The BBT takes part in the annual AAR 
convention to stay in contact with friends in 
the academic community. It is also an impor
tant avenue for meeting new people in the

academic field. Many professors recognize 
the devotees and, year after year, always stop 
to chat. Others do not want to socialize, but 
do manage to sample the prasadam sweets at 
the booth. “They all know who we are after 
all these years,” says Guru-Gauranga dasa. 
“And whether they want to talk or not, they 
all know we have good sweets, and they 
manage to stride by and get one.”

On the second night, Subhananda dasa 
led a contingent of scholars from the conven
tion hotel to the Boston temple (a six-minute 
walk). According to reports by some who 
attended, “the professors sat down on the 
floor and thoroughly enjoyed the Sunday 
feast, talking and joking with the devotees.” 
ISKCON’s minister of inter-religious af
fairs, Subhananda is currently pursuing 
graduate studies at Harvard Divinity School.

The Committee for the Completion of 
Srila Prabhupada’s Samadhi just released its 
January, 1988 Samadhi Now! newsletter. 
According to Atreya Rsi dasa. North Ameri
can committee treasurer, the samadhi project 
is making progress. In the newsletter, he 
stated that the major construction problems 
in India are being resolved. He wrote, “ I was 
particularly impressed by the sincere com
mitment and hard work of the two leaders: 
Hansa Rupa and Tosan Krishna prabhus.”

Atreya Rsi explained that there is now a 
dependable system for purchasing marble, 
the quality of which has improved. The sa
madhi committee has also approved prelimi
nary artwork submitted by Bhaktisiddhanta 
dasa. A foundry is under construction and he 
will soon begin work on a series of decora
tive bronze reliefs.

The new newsletter provides a complete 
list of all donors during November and 
December, 1987. It also lists all North 
American donors, whose funds were trans
ferred to India after Aug. 31.

The largest donations were made by: 
Satsvarupa Goswami, $18,644; Atreya Rsi 
dasa, $3,333; Sravanananda dasa, $2,001; 
Padmagarbha dasa, $1,108; and Abhirama 
dasa, $1,000.

Inquiries may be directed to Kesidamana 
dasa, c/o Krishna Balaram Mandir, Raman 
Rcti, Vrindavana, Mathura U.P., India or to 
Samadhi Now! Newsletter, 2811 Regent St., 
Berkeley, CA 94705.

Satyaraja dasa, a prominent ISKCON 
writer, has been published recently in several 
important magazines. The Jan/Feb., 1988 
edition of Animals Agenda carried his review 
of Lord Krishna s Cuisine, by Yamuna Devi. 
Including a photo of the book cover, the 
review describes her work as “the most 
comprehensive cookbook ever compiled on 
the art of Indian vegetarian cooking.” Ani
mals Agenda is the most important magazine 
of the American animal rights movement.

A review of Satyaraja’s own book, Food 
for the Spirit, recently appeared in the Jan./

BOSTON, Mass.—A devotee offers Back to Godhead magazine to passersby at the 
recent Whole Life Expo here.

The Expo is a New Age fair held in cities across America every year. Exhibitors 
generally offer paraphernalia such as crystals, music, water purifiers, and herbs; lec
tures and seminars teach subjects like healing, whole foods cooking, and pyramid 
power.

This year, the devotees of the Boston temple participated, offering spiritual 
literature and prasadam to the city's seekers.

To commemorate the 100th appearance 
anniversary of Srila Prabhupada, the 
Bhaktivcdanta Institute has planned two 
international conferences. The first, to be 
held in New Delhi in 1993, will be called the 
“World Parliament of Religions.”

The second is planned for Calcutta in 
1996 (the centennial year) and will be the 
second World Congress of the Synthesis of 
Science and Religion. Scientists from the 
mechanistic and non-mechanistic schools 
will be invited to discuss the theories of 
Darwinian evolution and the origin of life.

In addition, the Bhaktivcdanta Institute 
plans to publish a set of volumes based on 
Prabhupada’s teachings, entitled Scientific, 
Theological, and Philosophical Teachings of 
His Divine Grace A.C. Bhaktivcdanta Swami 
Prabhupada.

Thirty scholars, theologians, and clergy 
met recently to establish a dialogue between 
new religious movements (NRMs) and 
mainstream religions in America. The Unifi
cation Church, the Church of Scientology, 
and ISKCON were the only three NRMs 
represented at the conference.

The interfaith conference was chaired by 
Dean Kelley, director of the National Coun
cil of Churches’ Religious Liberty Commit
tee, and Franklin Littell, chairman and 
founder of the Hamlin Institute. It was held at 
Loyola Marymount Univ. Jan. 11-12.

Representing ISKCON was Minister of 
Public Affairs Mukunda Goswami. In his 
presentation, he summarized the basic phi
losophy and practices of Krishna Conscious
ness. He appealed to conference members to 
use their influence to help ISKCON fight 
persecution.

He cited persecution from certain reli
gious groups, psychologists who testify that 
ISKCON brainwashes converts; and govern
ment. “Government bureaucracies,” he 
stated, “ tend to limit First Amendment free
doms by curtailing book distribution, chant
ing, and festivals.”

Lawyers representing five multi-million 
dollar religious liberties cases also made 
presentations. The Robin George vs. 
ISKCON case was summarized by Amaren- 
dra dasa, ISKCON’s attorney for the appeal.

Feb., 1988 issue of Vegetarian Life. The 
magazine supplement is a publication of a 
vegetarian special interest group within 
Mensa, a club for people with superior IQs.

The Farm Animal Reform Movement 
(FARM) has announced March 20 as the 
date for the Great American Meatout. It is a 
day for Americans to “kick the meat habit.” 
The national chairperson for this year’s 
event is actress Doris Day. Co-chairs are 
Casey Kasem and Hayley Mills.

A review in the January, 1988 Vegetarian 
Times declares that ISKCON’s shelter for 
homeless women in Philadelphia is a unique 
welfare institution. Why? Because it is the 
only vegetarian shelter in the country.

The article explains that “because of the 
presence of children, the shelter’s vegetarian 
menu had to be approved by the city and it 
passed with flying colors.”

“A number of residents said they loved 
the food so much, they were gaining 
weight,” Chandrika-devi dasi of Hare 
Krishna Food for Life said. She also com
mented that most shelters only serve one 
plate but, “At our shelter, they can get as 
much as they want”
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Soviet Devotees Featured in 
“Is It Easy to be Young?”

Chanting Hare Krishna devotees in 
Moscow help set the theme for a new 
Soviet film, Is It Easy To Be Young? The 
film documents the youth movement cur
rently sweeping the Soviet Union.

Filmmaker Yuri Podniek explores the 
Soviet underground, revealing the story 
of the USSR’s troubled youth. He shows 
the Arbat in Moscow, which has become 
a showplace for artists, poets, hippies, 
punks, and for six weeks last summer, 
even chanting Hare Krishna devotees.

The film carries a universal message 
that cuts through Cold War barriers. The 
Soviet youth of today seem similar to 
Western youth of the ’60s and early ’70s. 
Flashing between a Soviet rock concert, a 
courtroom, a military training camp, and a 
Hare Krishna temple, the film explores 
negative aspects of Soviet life and how 
young people deal with them.

Amid scenes of kirtana, arati, and 
japa, a devotee explains the philosophy 
that we are not the body and that material 
things will not make us happy. He says, 
“The soul never dies ... it is not a fanati
cal thing... I’ve freed myself from things 
like envy, lies, deceit. . . ”

Apparently some Soviets believe that 
Hare Krishna devotees arc brainwashed 
cultists who could kill on command. The

interviewer asks the devotee if he would 
kill on the order of his guru; the devotee 
replies, “No, you have to live with your 
conscience.”

At that point, the film cuts to a sur
realistic military target practice. Life- 
sized mannequins spin around to reveal 
bullseyes on their chests; one of them is 
an actual bound-and-gagged man. A sol
dier throws down his rifle and begins 
sobbing; he cannot shoot. Then he runs 
away.

Alternating between color and black- 
and-white scenes, and between spontane
ous interviews and staged theater-of-the- 
absurd events, the film dramatizes the 
theme, “ Is It Easy to be Young?” A tall, 
cloaked figure represents death; young 
men run through a catacomb, frightened 
and wondering aloud what they may find 
beyond the next comer.

The realistic film openly criticizes the 
Soviet life style and authoritarian system, 
but Soviet leader Mikhail Gorbachev has 
gone out of his way to ensure the widest 
possible viewing. It has played in theaters 
across the Soviet Union to an audience 
estimated at 17 million.

The Russian-language film was 
shown on British television with English 
subtitles and dubbing.

El Salvador devotees distribute Hare Krishna Food tor Life to the poor.
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A special edition of Krishnas Varld 
[Krishna’s World] has been printed by the 
Bhaktivedanta Book Trust in Grodinge, 
Sweden. The 32-page magazine has articles 
about reincarna
tion, the Soviet 
devotees, vege
tarianism, Srila 
Prabhupada, and 
the Hare Krishna 
Movement in 
Sweden. It was 
published by 
Smita Krishna 
Swami for mass
distribution. Krishnas Varld.

The Sept. 15 demonstration to free Soviet 
Hare Krishnas in Tel Aviv received press 
coverage in the three most prominent Israeli 
newspapers. Ma'ariv, lladashot, and Yediot 
Hajronot each ran a photo of devotees chant
ing with a brief explanation. The Hadashot 
headline said simply, “Hari Glasnost.” In 
Yediot Hajronot devotees were quoted, 
“Attempts to chant and dance in Russia ter
minate in arrest, beating, and mental and 
physical torture.”

* * *

decided that vegetarian friends are not 
enough; he wants devotee friends. Therefore 
he has persuaded his family to move back to 
Los Angeles.

Dhruva is the son of Rakshana dasa 
(IWR's proofreader) and Chaitanya dasi.

* * *

Dhruva Barbour began feeling lonely 
when his family moved to Grants Pass, 
Oregon last year. Formerly a member of the 
Los Angeles community, six-year-old 
Dhruva suddenly found himself without any 
vegetarian friends. His parents placcd a clas
sified ad in the community paper to find him 
one, and reporters from the Grants Pass 
Daily Courier were intrigued with the story. 
They stopped by the Barbour residence to 
interview Dhruva, and on Dec. 22 a picture 
of the pouting 
young devotee 
appeared on the 
cover of section 
two. Immediately 
the family began 
getting calls from 
vegetarian fami
lies in the area 
and Dhruva made 
several new 
friends.

H o w e v e r ,  Dhruva in The Grants 
now Dhruva has Pass Daily Courier.

Devotees of the Boise, Idaho temple 
celebrated their first anniversary with a 
vegetarian Thanksgiving Day feast High
lights of the year included Rathayatra, book 
distribution and cultural programs at Boise 
State Univ., a literature booth at a YWCA 
New Age fair, visits by several ISKCON 
leaders, and the addition of several full-time 
devotees. The temple holds regular morning 
and evening programs and a weekly Sunday 
festival..

* * *
The Krishnautix, a Krishna rock ’n roll 

duo, has released its first professional re
cording. Entitled Try to Understand, the tape 
features English-language songs with devo
tional messages. The Krishnautix, composed 
of Titiksava- 
karunika dasa 
and Govinda- 
bhasya dasa, 
play at the 
Govinda’s Res
taurant in Los 
Angeles and at 
the Topanga 
Canyon Pyra
mid Center for
Bhakti-yoga. Krishnautix band.

Once a flourishing center for Krishna 
Consciousness, the Lisbon, Portugal center 
dropped off the temple address listing sev
eral years ago. However, recent reports from 
Mahadhyuti dasa confirm that Krishna 
Consciousness has continued without inter
ruption in this small country west of Spain.

Mahadhyuti said that at times during the 
last several years, he was the only devotee to 
maintain the temple. But now several new 
devotees have joined and Mahadhyuti fore
sees a revival of the center in the near future.

During the years, Mahadhyuti has met 
several government dignitaries and told them 
about the philosophy of Krishna Conscious
ness. He reports a good reception among the 
pious Catholics in that country.
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Interview. . .
continued from page 1

other forums. Our intention seemed inno
cent, but we’re now experiencing the overall 
cffecL The money is not there for purchasing 
books, and even if it was, we don’t have the 
manpower for the alternative forum.

To get into explaining all the details of 
this whole evolution would be impossible in 
a short interview. Besides, I’m not such a 
great analyst. The leaders of our society have 
been grappling with this one since the begin
ning of the decade. But Prabhupada has 
given an analogy in regards to our falldown 
from the spiritual world: “What benefit is 
there in inquiring who lit the fire when the 
house is burning down and we’re in it? Better 
to ask how to get out of the house.”

Similarly, how this problem has evolved 
is not as relevant as how to go back to 
Prabhupada’s original instructions about

book distribution. Why do we need to change 
what he has already given? Better to go back 
to basics and distribute Prabhupada’s books 
the way he wanted them distributed. What
ever it lakes, our new devotees should learn 
the art of distributing Prabhupada’s books 
right from the outset. If they’re ready to learn 
and we’re ready to teach them, Lord 
Chaitanya will send people to help.

IWR: Do you think the American public 
would be receptive and accepting if devotees 
did pure book distribution?

Niranjana Swami: It’s already happening. 
Granted we have a reputation to clean up, 
and there’s a lot of predispositions in the 
American public. But it’s honest to sell Srila 
Prabhupada’s books and we should be seen 
as honest. If we stick to this principle, Srila 
Prabhupada and Lord Chaitanya will reward 
us for our surrender. They will grant us a 
greater degree of acceptance.

■ Become an ISKCON World Review Sustainer!
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P E T I T IO N
Dear Mr. Gorbachev,

We deeply deplore the continued inhumane treatment of Hare Krishna 
devotees in the Soviet Union. Therefore we urge you to immediately release 
all remaining Hare Krishna devotees serving time in prisons, psychiatric 
hospitals, labor camps, and those doing compulsory labor, as well as other 
religious prisoners in your country. We also call upon the Soviet leaders to 
guarantee the right of religious freedom in the USSR.

Devotees still imprisoned in the U SSR  (as of January, 1988):
Agvan Nikolaiyevich Arutyunyan (Advaita Acarya dasa), 3 more years 
compulsory labor; Alexander Victorovich Levin, 4.5 more years compulsory 
labor; Anatoli Ivanovich Samoilov, 3 more years compulsory labor; Ashot 
Setrakovich Shaglamdzyan, 2.5 more years compulsory labor; Gagik Ser- 
geiyevich Buniatyan, 2 more years compulsory labor; Nugzar Antizimovich 
Chargaziya, 2 more years compulsory labor; Oleg Mkrtchyan, 2 more years 
labor camp; Otari Shalvovich Nachhebiya (Ambarish dasa), 3 more years 
compulsory labor; Rafael Menashevich Dzhanashvili, indefinite sentence, 
special psychiatric hospital; Sergei Aleksandrovich Priborov (Sanatana 
Kumara dasa), 4 more years labor camp; Vladimir Alexeiyevich Kustrya 
(Vrindavana dasa), 5 more years strict regime labor camp; Yevgeny 
Nikolaiyevich Lyubinsky (Amala Bhakta dasa), 4 more years labor camp; 
Yuri Alexeiyevich Fedchenko (Japa dasa), 4 more years compulsory labor.

Name: ________________________________________________________________
Signature:____________________________________________________________
Address:
City/State/ZIP: 
Country:______

IWR: Which do you feel is more effective on 
sankirtana: Western or Indian clothing? 
Niranjana Swami: It depends what you 
mean by effective. The way I judge what’s 
effective is by seeing how many people are 
taking Srila Prabhupada’s books, taking 
krishna-prasadam, chanting Hare Krishna, 
and becoming devotees. We have already 
seen what our judgment of effectiveness, 
based on monetary results, has produced.

So in that sense, I would say that the type 
of clothing depends upon which form of 
sankirtana. For harinama, big festivals, and 
prasadam distribution, devotional dress is 
effective. And for book distribution Western 
dress is effective, provided we’re selling 
Prabhupada’s books on their merit.

IWR: Does the guise of a sankirtana devotee 
have anything to do with the purity of his or 
her presentation?
Niranjana Swami: It can if they forget why 
they’re out there. If they try to enjoy the 
results of their labor, they could easily fall 
into a trap of impurity in Western dress. But 
if they properly remember that they are there 
to serve guru and Krishna, this will not 
happen. It’s also the responsibility of our 
leaders to remind them that they’re distribut
ing books as a service to Srila Prabhupada 
and Lord Chaitanya. It is not good to pres
sure the devotees into a fruitive mentality, 
being themselves under economic strains.

IWR: Do you recommend that devotees 
work in the field of business as a means of 
helping to support the movement? 
Niranjana Swami: That’s totally up to the 
individual. First and foremost I recommend 
they suck to the regulative principles, chant

their 16 rounds daily, and hear and chant in 
the association of devotees. Everything else 
will follow.

IWR: What priority does congregational 
preaching have?
Niranjana Swami: It’s our hope for the 
future of our temples. The days of the ex
panding monolithic temples in the cities are 
over. If we want to keep what we already 
have, then we must seek congregational 
support for these temples. As we are seeing, 
not everyone can live in the temples; even 
many of our devotees are living outside of 
temples. Yet they all must be encouraged.

The temple must offer a place to take 
shelter of Krishna. If we genuinely provide 
Krishna Consciousness by good association 
and the darshana of the Deity, then they will 
support But if we are just looking to them 
for support without caring for their Krishna 
Consciousness, then we may get it for some 
time, but then easily loose it

IWR: Sometimes it is said that the level of 
book distribution in a temple is a barometer 
of its spiritual health. Do you agree?

Niranjana Swami: At this point in time, in 
redefining our temples, this statement may 
not necessarily apply. There can be transi
tional periods towards increased book distri
bution with small distribution, but strong 
spiritual health. On the other hand, temporar
ily there may be large-scale distribution of 
books in a spiritually-unhealthy temple. But 
in principle, we should see that all our 
temples keep the distribution of Srila 
Prabhupada’s books as the topmost priority 
above anything else.

L E T T E R S

This is a new petition. Please help by signing. Mail to: The Committee to Free Soviet 
Hare Krishnas, Almviks Geird, 15300 J^ma, Sweden.

continued from page 3

V e d ic  A s tro lo g y
Dear Editor,

I would like to elaborate a little on the 
statements I made concerning the future of 
ISKCON. You took my letter out of context 
and it was therefore it was unclear.

I consulted astrologers who possess the 
Vedic astrological scriptures Bhrigu Samhita 
and Suka Nadi. In 1982, Bhanu Swami and I 
asked the Bhrigu Samhita, “What is the fu
ture of ISKCON?” and “ Is there any one 
person who will become the acharya 
[leader] for all of ISKCON?”

The reading said not to doubt the future of 
ISKCON; despite many troubles we will 
recover and become strong. And no, no 
single individual will emerge; ISKCON will 
continue by joint effort and cooperation.

In 1987, I consulted the Suka Nadi. I 
asked what the future of ISKCON was in 
light of all the troubles we have experienced. 
It said there would be a 15-year period of 
recovery, beginning in March, 1987; the 
turning point would be the Mayapur festival 
of 1988. The old structure will have been 
completely shaken and the sincere followers 
of Prabhupada will take the lead and render 
great service.

The Suka Nadi assurred that whatever 
Prabhupada started will not go bad. Through 
hard work, ISKCON will become a perma
nent institution that will flourish. The oppor

tunity has come for the sincere disciples to 
revive ISKCON and fulfill Prabhupada’s 
mission.
Yours, Syamasundara dasa 
Dallas, Texas

Editor's note: In 1982, the GBC requested 
Syamasundara to research Vedic astrology. 
He was also requested to use his computer to 
prepare a Vaishnava calendar.

C han ting  H are K rish n a
Dear IWR,

I have noticed within ISKCON a dimin
ishing interest in the holy names since about 
1975. There are very few examples—except 
perhaps the devotees in the USSR—where I 
see a deep, internalized surrender to the tran
scendental sound vibration.

Again I say, most of my godbrothers— 
from GBC to pot washer—have drifted from 
the mode of dynamic, experiential, interior 
life, to topics and issues of an external char
acter. The animated climate that existed in 
earlier years is long gone. This will never be 
satisfying to the self. We may still believe in 
the mission, but our conviction will be low. 
Sincerely,
Sridhara dasa 
Key West, Florida

Le tte r P o lic y
It is the policy of ISKCON World Review 

to allow fair representation to all viewpoints. 
We reserve the right to edit letters for brevity, 
however, so more readers can be heard. Care 
is taken not to change the intent of the writer.
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WANTED

Did you find your letter missing in Prabhupada’s 
letters books? If so, don’t miss out on having it 
preserved and included in the next edition. Send a 
copy to Bhaktivedanta Archives, P.O. Box 34453, 
Los Angeles, CA 90034.

Baby or young child sought for legal adoption by 
serious devotee couple. Excellent spiritual oppor
tunity for child you care about, but can’t care for. 
Adoption, 1447 Cherry St., Denver, CO 80220.

Preacher wanted for established preaching cen
ter in Regina, Canada. Friendly people, good 
facilities. Support provided for serious worker. 
Ideal for preacher with young family. Inquire c/o 
Kalakantha dasa, ISKCON Vancouver, (604) 
433-9728, collect.

Wanted: At least 12 volumes each, Srimad- 
B hag aval am 3.1, 11.3; new or near-new condi
tion. Price negotiable. Gangamantri dasa, (619) 
483-2500 (day); 276-0706 (eve.)

Crime prevention program: “ Kirtana-rasa is the 
safest situation within this material world.” Ask
ing for any extra transcendental literature for 
program’s book distribution! Also welcome 
views and ideas on anti-crime to consider for 
monthly newsletter. Write to Lilamohan dasa, c/o 
Kirtan Center, P.O. Box 93627, Cleveland, OH 
44101.

Single male or couple for light duties at radio 
station in Utah. Beautiful country setting, com
fortable accommodations, nearby Govinda’s 
Restaurant, and a pair of llamas await you. Call 
(213) 838-3614.

Urgently needed—Sincere, enthusiastic devo
tees to help with important service to Srila 
Prabhupada. Enter hand-written corrections to 
complete the transcriptions of Prabhupada’s 
tapes—more than 3,000 morning walks, room 
conversations, lectures, etc. Personal computer 
required. Call Ekanatha or Ranjhit at (213) 559- 
2143 or write to: Bhaktivedanta Archives, P.O. 
Box 34453, Los Angeles, CA 90034.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Raja-Vidya, The King of Knowlegde (one of Srila 
Prabhupada’s most wonderful small books), sent 
free upon request. Prabhupada’s Books, P.O. Box 
11216, Dallas, TX 75223.

Declare it boldly with a KRSNA IS GOD 
(©1988) T-shirt, $8; sweatshirt, $12. State size S, 
M, L, XL. Send money order payable to Airbrush 
City, 2569 Lemon Rd., Apt V, Honolulu, HI 
96815.

Your Vedic Horoscope calculated and sent to 
you free! Just send an index card with your name, 
date—place—and exact time of birth, along with 
a SASE to: ARIA, 9715 Venice Blvd., Suite 6, 
Los Angeles, CA 90034.

Gaura-Purnima Festival in Laguna Beach, 
Calif., home of Sri Sri Panca-Tattva. Friday 
March 4th (the day after Gaura-Pumima). Join 
devotees from Laguna, Fullerton, San Diego, and 
Los Angeles, beginning at 8:30 a.m. Famous 
Laguna Beach harinama and feasting in the after
noon. For more info, call (714) 494-7029.

SALES/SERVICES

Vedic Astrologer—Consult Shyamasundara 
dasa. Also Vedic astrology computer program. 
Information: send large SASE to SRIVAS, 4255 
LBJ Freeway, Suite 114, Dallas, TX 75244.

Krishna-, Chaitanya-, and Prabhupada-lila T- 
shirts and puzzles. Many other New Age designs. 
Free catalog. Seeta-Rama Transfers, P.O. Box 
228, Dept. I, Badger, CA 93603.

Transcendental Cassettes! Over 208 rare 
tapes—specializing in Vishnujana, Music of In
dia, New Age and Children’s. Free List. $1 sam
pler tapes. Mahi Bar La, P.O. Box 228, Badger, CA 
93603.

K r is h n a u t ix  B h a k t i R o c k

Music tape: 9 hit songs on TDK 

stereo Dolby B cassette; lyrics 

inc. Send $6 (non-U.S. $7) to: 

Titiksava Karunika dasa 

724-13th St.

Manhattan Beach, CA 90266 

Tel.: (213) 545-5704

C o lo r  P h o to g r a p h s

of Any Color Picture in 

Prabhupada’s Books. 

4x5-$4; 5x7-$10; 8xl0-$20; 

11x14—$30;16x20-$50; 

20x24-$80.

Send photocopy of picture with 

Book, Vol., etc., along with check 

or money order to: 

Bhaktivedanta Archives 

P.O. Box 453 

Culver City, CA 90232 

Tel.: (213) 559-8401 

$10 min. order; U.S. add 10% 

postage; non-U.S. add 20%

Live life with less hassle! Get the Panchang 
habit. Palani Panchang for 1988 (PST), giving 
Rashi predictions, Gaudiya festivals, auspicious 
days, muhurtas, and much more (120 pages) 
available for only $7. Order from Devendra 
Trivedi, 4831 Piper St., Fremont, CA 94538. Tel.: 
(415) 490-1533.

Lakshmi conch: 9" ornate silver rim, spout, and 
top. $300. (619) 272-7711.

C la s s i f ie d  A d  P r ic e s

$.50 per word for a regular listing; 

$.75 per word for boxed listing. 

Send your ad with payment to: 

IWR Classified Ads,

P.O. Box 1487,

Culver City, CA 90232 USA

ANIMAL’S AGENDA
FOR THE LATEST ON THE ANIMAL 

RIGHTS MOVEMENT
ANIMALS' AGENDA magazine 
keeps you in touch with all the 
issues and developments in the 

animal rights movement. This is the 
ONE PUBLICATION that gives you 
comprehensive coverage of its suc
cesses, its problems, its people, and 

its organizations. Ten issues per 
year—65 pages and growing! 

U.S. rates:
1 yr.—$18; 2 yrs.-$33.50; 3 yrs.-$45 

The Animal’s Agenda 
Subscription Dept.

P.O. Box 6809 
Syracuse, NY 13217

NEW!
I TV Gaura-Purnima Special:

C a i ta n y a ’s  P u r i
Transcendental journey to 

the Lord's places of pastime.

Featuring narration 
by award-winning actress 

H ay ley  M ills

Order now in time for the holiday:

Only $9.95 • i p  4/1 va a
30 min. tape; Calif, res. add 6-1/2% sate6 tax.U.S. shipping and handling S3.S0; others $10.

ITV Productions
3812 Bagley Ave., Culver City, CA 90232 

Tel.: (213) 559-7670

T h e  

S l a u g h t e r h o u s e  

M o v i e

A  C o n v i n c i n g  

P r e a c h i n g  T o o l

This videotape speaks volumes 
on the necessity of vegetarianism  
as the means to end senseless suf
fering among innocent anim als. 
VH S. Now only $19.95. Send check 
or money order to:

Prem  Sehgal, P.O . Box 580283, 
Houston, TX 77258-0283

Books, Videos, Tapes & More
—All from One Source—

S a v in g s  and  C o n ve n ie n ce — C a ll To ll-Free D ay o r N ight

1-800-553-8298 pn Mississippi call (601) 445-2222]
Small Singapore Srimad-Bhagavatam • Ramayana Narration-Ten 92-Minute
Sets—$125

1 Prabhupada Letters (5 Volumes,
6,300 Letters)—$125 

Assorted Prabhupada Lectures and 
Kirtana Tapes—$4 ea.

Tapes—$39.50

- Children’s Krishna Book in Two 
Volumes—$8 ea.
Various Two-Hour ITV Videos, New 
and Boxed—$27 ea.

Plus much more—call to get on our mailing list We ship UPS COD within 24 hours.
Vedic River Devotional Supplies

—Subsidiary of Old South Vedic Society—
P.O. Box 127, Washington, MS 39190 USA

C a ru h a s a  d a s a ’s

Sita-Rama
Painting

8"x10" full-color prints $6 
I6'*x20"—$20, postpaid.

Also Available:
An ISKCON first: 
a seven-minute, 

full-color videotaped 
animation of the 

Incarnations of Vishnu 
Only $15 postpaid.
Send money order to: 

Caruhasa dasa 
3764 Watseka Ave.

Los Angeles, CA 90034 USA

Nutritional Replacement: 
Great for Vegetarians 

Case of 24,2-1/2 oz. bottles—$35 
Case of 24,5 oz. bottles—$65 

1 lb. bags—$7 
Plus shipping (by your request)

Bhumi Bee Pollen
806 Soo St., Minot, ND 58701

(701)852-5593 
Quantity Discounts Available; 
Dealer Inquiries Requested.

NATURE CURES ALL ILLS
The International Institute ot 

Mahayoga and Natural Hygiene

Still preserves the ancient Indian Natu
ral Healing sciences in pure form. 
Thousands have been cured of even 
the most complicated physical and 
mental diseases through its:

1. Consultation sen/ices
2. Training courses
3. Publications

For details contact the Director:
Dr. Arun Sharma M.I.I.N.T., N.D. 

Telephone: (305) 673-2681 
1521 Michigan Ave.

Miami Beach, FL 33139



Sri Valmiki’s BOOK . . .

RAMAYANA
A D ram a tic  N arra tion  w ith  M us ic  o n  10 A ud io- casse tte s

by Amala-bhakta Dasa
This presentation is not just the late these 

story of the life of Lord Rama— an in- ideals, 
carnation of God— but an in-depth Listening to 
revelation of some of the most fasci- this 15-hour 
nating personalities in Vedic history. RAM AYAN A  
Fascinating because they portray series— with 
ideals— the ideal husband, wife, its multiple- 
brother, friend and servant— under voice characterizations, Indian 
the most trying if not overwhelming mood music and realistic sound ef- 
circumstances. They live and die for fects— will keep you riveted to your 
virtue, truth and justice, always set- seat for hours at a time. You will 
ting the perfect example for the rest see Lord Rama banished by His 
of humanity to follow. father from the kingdom to the for-

No amount of sacrifice or suffering est for 14 years; Sita kidnapped by 
is too much for these great souls to Ravana, the demon king; Hanu- 
bear. And they do it gladly, fearlessly man discover her whereabouts; 
and faithfully. To listen to them think, and Ram a lead the monkey troops 
feel, speak and act— interrelating into battle and finally kill Ravana. A 
with each other on the highest spiri- truly unforgettable and uplifting 
tual level— is the most inspiring and experience! 
instructive experience that any Your satisfaction is guaranteed, 
genuine devotee of God can obtain. So please order today. Ten 92 min. 
For it encourages him to try to emu- cassettes— (15 hours)— $39.50.

KRISHNA PRODUCTIONS, 3305 Cardiff Ave., Dept IWR-22, Los Angeles, CA 90034
Yes. please send me _____ set(s) of the 10 cassette Ramayana at $39.50 each ____
plus 6-1/2% sales tax (Calif, residents only) ____
Postage and handling in U.S. $ 2.00
Non-U.S. air mail: add 30%: surface: 15% (U S. funds only)
Enclosed is mv check M O. TOTAL *
Name -----------  —
Address _
City State ZIP Cntry
(~1 Please send free catalog of other dramatic recordings

Hearing is the Beginning of Understanding
Full set of 711 Prabhupada lecture tapes only $1,395

•Single lecture tapes S2.50 ea. (order by master catalog code#) • $2.25 ea. over 100 tapes
• Original unedited bhajanas-50% never before released (35 C-90’s) S85

• Nectar of Devotion Series (15 tapes) $37.50 • Lord Kapila Series (21 tapes) $52.50
• Queen Kunti Series (14 tapes) $35 • Yoga System Series (7 tapes) $17.50

• Original Krishna Book dictation tapes (33 tapes) $75
• Master catalog $5 (refunded upon order of 20 tapes)

Rooks: • Letters from Srila Prabhupada (6,300 letters; five 680-page hardbound volumes) $125 
Full Sets: • Full-size U.S. edition inc. Srimad-Bhagavalam, Caitanya-carilamrila, Lilamrta $500
• Small (Singapore) Srimad-Bhagavatam edition $125
Please include the following postage with your U.S. order of $2-25: $2; $26-100: $5; $101-500: 
$10; $501-2,000: $20. Outside U.S. add 20% to total cost of the order. Send Postal Money Order, 
Cashiers Check, or Bank Draft only. Non-U.S.orders—make sure that the bank from which you buy 
your Cashiers Check has a branch or affiliation in the U.S.

The Bhaktivedanta Archives & Tape Ministry 
P.O. Box 34453, Los Angeles, CA 90034 

(213) 559-2143

The International Society for 
Krishna Consciousness 
ISKCON World Review 
P.O. Box 1487 
Culver City, CA 90232
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Dilemma of 
Devotee Lifestyle

Questions of family and finance have 
been debated within ISKCON for many 
years. There is a strong emphasis on total 
dedication, but the institution is hard- 
pressed to support members with families. 
To live a lifestyle with material comforts, 
devotees often find that they must return to 
mainstream society.

The following interview with llari-vilasa 
dasa focuses on these issues. Hari-vilasa is a 
newly-appointed Governing Body Commis
sioner for parts of California.

IW R: Years ago, the movement was able to 
support so many devotees. How would you 
describe ISKCON’s financial situation now? 
Hari-vilasa: Business is based on confi
dence and trust. The financial situation in the 
movement right now is difficult, and the way 
I see it, it’s a question of faith.

When Prabhupada was here, devotees 
had unflinching certitude that things would 
always work out. We had faith in Prabhu
pada and his instructions. But after he disap
peared, the purity of the movement wavered. 
Some people thought. “We can do anything, 
because we’re doin« it for Krishna.” When 
Prabhupada was present he was protecting us 
from just thaL He made sure we didn’t do 
things irresponsibly and whimsically.

Unfortunately we started to create a 
system based on statistical success. Instead 
of books, everything was calculated in terms 
of book credits. Books became a commodity 
that could be bought and sold for credit. The 
idea was that the credits could eventually be 
spent to give out free books. We got into the 
credit syndrome— if you have to pay for 
something in cash, you’re careful about it, 
but when you have credit, you’re less 
careful.

When actual book distribution was ne
gated in this way, the purity of purpose and 
dedication were compromised. When this 
happened, many devotees lost faith in book 
distribution and this way of life.

continued on page 6

ORENBURG TERRITORY, Soviet Un
ion— Armenian devotee Sacisuta dasa 
(Sirvis R. Ogad/.hanyan) died in Soviet labor 
camp YU-K 25/7 “ B ” Dec. 26, 1987. His 
death came just 11 days before his scheduled 
release. Sacisuta was 23 years old.

When the KGB arrested Sacisuta on Jan. 
5, 1986, they took pictures of him in his 
apartment for evidence, including one of him 
holding devotional pictures and one in which 
he posed before his altar.

Tried for his religious activities on July 4,
1986, in the capital city of Yerevan, Sacisuta 
received a two-year sentence to a standard- 
regimen labor camp. He was due for release 
Jan. 5 or 6, 1988.

Sacisuta suffered from diabetes and an 
insufficient diet and sometimes wrote to

friends and relatives requesting food. Offi
cials of the labor camp never delivered the 
parcels sent to him. During the winter of 
1987, Sacisuta was admitted to a camp tuber
culosis clinic.

According to Helsinki Watch, an interna
tional human rights organization, Sacisuta 
was the only Soviet prisoner 
of conscience known to have 
died in a labor camp in 1987.
His body was not released to 
his relatives, nor was a death 
certificate or document slat
ing the cause of death issued.
A funeral was held in his 
home town of Megri, Arme
nian Soviet Socialist Repub
lic, without the body.

In December 1987, Sacisuta’s parents 
visited him at the labor camp. Although 
severely ill at that time, he told them he 
looked forward to going home.

Sacisuta’s death was reported in the New 
York Times Jan. 19, 1988, but there was no 
mention of it in any Soviet newspaper.

Photos of Sacisuta dasa taken by the KGB during his arrest.

Wendy’s Hamburger Chain Cancels 
Hare Krishna Lookalike Advertisement

Hari-vilasa dasa, newly-appointed GBC.

LOS AN G ELES— Wendy’s hamburger 
chain recently caused consternation among 
leaders of the Hare Krishna community and 
International Public Affairs Office here.

Wendy’s, a fast-foods rival of Mc
Donald’s, was planning to use a Hare 
Krishna lookalike to introduce their new line 
of chicken sandwiches.

On Thursday, Feb. 18 a casting agent 
visited L.A. Temple to hire some devotees as 
extras. She spoke to Temple President Sva- 
vasa dasa, but he said that it was not possible 
since devotees are strict vegetarians.

“ How could anyone possibly think of 
portraying a devotee of Krishna to promote 
animal slaughter and meat-eating? I was 
outraged,” Svavasa said of the incident.

That day Public Affairs Spokesman Ud- 
dhava dasa contacted Wendy’s International 
regional headquarters in City of Industry, 
Calif. They were unaware of the planned 
advertisement, but suggested calling 
Wendy’s corporate headquarters in Dublin, 
Ohio.

On Friday an actor walked into the 
temple store and purchased an Indian shirt

“ I ’m buying this to audition as one of you 
guys for a Wendy’s ad,” the man mentioned 
to Svavasa, who was manning the register. 
“ I ’m pretty sure I ’ll get the job because

there’s only a couple of us in L.A. willing to 
shave our heads for a commercial,” he said.

On Tuesday, Feb. 22, the public affairs 
office contacted Wendy’s Vice President of 
Communications Denny Lynch. He said he 
didn’t think his ad agency, New York-based 
Backer Spiel Vogel Bates, specifically 
meant to portray a Hare Krishna devotee.

“Our marketing executives simply con
ceived the idea of a mystical Himalayan-type 
guru saying that our new chicken sandwich 
is superior. It’s not a Hare Krishna per sc,” he 
said. “ You don’t eat chicken?” he asked.

The ministry representative explained 
that all Hare Krishna followers are strict 
vegetarians, and that such a commercial 
would upset the international congregation.

The next day Uddhava called Lynch 
again to find out more about the commercial.

‘The ad we discussed yesterday will not 
be submitted at all,” Lynch said. “Our com
pany has instructed the agency to put it on 
hold until they find a way to fill the role 
without identifying any particular religious 
group.

“ I ’d like to give you the credit, but we 
would have reached this conclusion anyway. 
We apologize for any inconvenience this 
may have caused your organization,”  Lynch 
said.

Great American Meatout 
Prompts Sunday Feast

With the advent of spring on Sun
day March 20 this year, it is a great 
cause to celebrate. Devotees can ob
serve Meatout Day at the Sunday feast.

The general public is invited to 
abstain from meat all day and come to 
the temple for a delicious vegetarian 
feast at night. Many temples will show 
ITV ’s llealthy, Wealthy, and Wise 
video, promoting vegetarianism.

The Great American Meatout is a 
campaign to publicize the negative 
aspects of meat-eating. The first day of 
spring was chosen because is a day of 
renewal and growth.

Coordinated by the Farm Animal 
Reform Movement (FARM ), the an
nual event will be observed by nearly 
all factions of the animal rights move
ment. FARM  describes it as a day for 
Americans to “kick the meat habit.”

National chairpersons arc vegetar
ian actresses Doris Day and Hayley 
Mills, and radio personality Casey 
Kasem. Event council members in
clude columnist Cleveland Amory, 
labor leader Cesar Chavez, Congress
man Andy Jacobs, Nobel Laureates 
Isaac Bashcvis Singer and George 
Wald, and tenis pro Peter Burwash.

Interview:
iskcon Faces Armenian Devotee Dies in Soviet Labor Camp
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ISKCON Comes to Terms
55With Its “Difficult Years

M o s t  d e v o te e s  a n d  f r ie n d s  o f  th e  m o v e m e n t w i l l  
a g re e  t h a t  I S K C O N  h a s  b e e n  in  a  t r a n s it io n a l 
p h a s e  fo r  th e  la s t  co u p le  o f  y e a r s . A s  lo n g  ag o  a s  
th e  s p r in g  o f  1 9 8 5 , S u b h a n a n d a  d a s a  ( I S K C O N ’s 
m in is t e r  o f  in t e r r e lig io u s  a f f a ir s )  to ld  a  g ro u p  o f 
s c h o la rs , “ I S K C O N  h a s  b e g u n  to  e x p e r ie n c e  it s  
a d o le s c e n c e  a s  a  m o v e m e n t a n d  a s  a n  in s t it u t io n .”

S e v e r a l im a g e s  h a v e  b e g u n  to  e m e rg e  fro m  th e  
m e ta m o rp h o s is . O n e  is  o f  a  re n e w e d  c o m m itm e n t 
to  S r i l a  P r a b h u p a d a . M o r e  th a n  e v e r , p e o p le  s tu d y  
h is  b o o k s  a n d  le t t e r s  a s  a  s o u rc e  o f  g u id a n c e  a n d  
r e a s s u ra n c e  to  c a r r y  o n . W e  a r e  a ls o  s e e in g  a  r e 
v iv a l  o f  p u re  b o o k  d is t r ib u t io n  s i d e-b y-s id e  w it h  a  
g ro w in g  c o n g re g a tio n . N e w  c e n te r s  a r e  s p r in g in g  
u p  in  c o u n tr ie s  a l l  o v e r  th e  w o r ld . M a n y  e s ta b 
lis h e d  c e n te rs  h a v e  h a d  to  r e t r e n c h  a n d  d e a l w ith  
p ra g m a t ic  p ro b le m s  o f  f in a n c e s  a n d  m a n p o w e r . A l 
th o u g h  th e r e  h a v e  b e e n  a  fe w  is o la te d  in s ta n c e s  o f  
c e n te r s  c lo s in g  d o w n , th e  n e w s  s to r ie s  s u b m it te d  
to  IW R  a t t e s t  t h a t  th e  o v e r w h e lm in g  m a jo r it y  o f  
I S K C O N  c e n te r s  a r e  s p ir i t u a l ly  s t ro n g  a n d  w e ll-  
e q u ip p e d  to  c a r r y  o u t t h e ir  fu n c t io n s .

In  th is  m o n th ’s  in te r v ie w , H a r i- v ila s a  d a s a  
g iv e s  h is  v ie w s  o n  h o w  th e  m o v e m e n t c a n  p ro ce e d  
to  a  m o re  m a tu re  p la t fo rm . H e  p o in ts  o u t t h a t  
I S K C O N ’s p r im a r y  m is s io n  is  to  p re a c h  K r is h n a  
C o n s c io u s n e s s . H e  e m p h a s iz e s  th e  n e c e s s ity  o f  a  
m a tu re  co re  m e m b e rs h ip , r e a d y  to  o v e rc o m e  th e  
im p e d im e n ts  o f  th e  m a te r ia l w o r ld .

T h e  t r a n s it io n  I S K C O N  is  g o in g  th ro u g h  is  
n a tu r a l,  a n d  h is t o r y  p ro v e s  t h a t  a n y  in s t it u t io n ,  
c o u n try , o r  r e lig io n  is  s u b je c t  to  s im ila r  p a t te rn s . 
I S K C O N ’s  g r o w in g  p a in s  w e re  d e s t in e d  b y  S r i la  
P r a b h u p a d a ’s  p a s s in g  a w a y  in  1 9 7 7 . A s  a  m o v e 
m e n t  w e  a r e  s t i l l  c o m in g  to  te r m s  w it h  th e  lo s s  o f 
h is  d ir e c t  a s s o c ia t io n .

O v e r  th e  n e x t  s e v e r a l y e a r s ,  o u r  s p ir i t  o f  co o p 
e r a t io n  a n d  r e s o u r c e fu ln e s s  w i l l  b e  p u t  to  th e  te s t . 
I t  is  h is to r y  in  th e  m a k in g , a n d  th e  fu tu r e  o f  
I S K C O N  r e s t s  o n  u s , i t s  m e m b e rs h ip .

Dear IWR Editors,
I would like to comment on the animal 

rights/vegetarian issue. I say we try to do the 
same as we did successfully for the Russian 
devotees: have a world action in front of the 
Parliament, King’s palace, White House, 
etc.; make a Back to Godhead on mistreating 
and slaughtering cows and other animals.

I think this could be fantastic preaching. 
Sometimes we hear talk about death and 
burning the body into ashes, but when we see 
a dead body burning, it leaves a very deep 
impression in the mind.

It is the same with the ignorant mass of 
people who stand waiting in line in the 
butcher’s shop. They do not make the con
nection between the meat they buy and a cow 
peacefully smiling in the prairie. We could 
wake them up with a world demonstration 
and press conference in every country.

As far as I know, the devotees in Italy are 
very advanced in fighting mistreatment and 
killing of animals. Radio Krishna Centrale 
was able to get many, many thousands of 
signatures.

I personally feel attracted to the issue 
because it is very practical and effective 
preaching, along with distributing Srila 
Prabhupada’s books.
Yours,
Hrdi Caitanya dasa 
Radhadesh, Septon, Belgium

Video Review:

Dear Editor,
I honestly think you need two papers— 

one for devotees only and one for the public. 
We want the public to know of the good 
work we are doing, and at the same time we 
want the devotees to discuss ways and means 
of promoting Krishna Consciousness. We 
need a medium for exchange, debate, criti
cism, etc. I hope this will help end the con
flict about what to print.
Yours, Upananda dasa 
Kitwe, Zambia

Editor's reply: Yes, and the ISKCON World 
Review serves as a publication for members 
and friends. Back to Godhead is for distribu
tion to the general public.

In America, ISKCON’s internal affairs 
are exposed by the public media. Thus IWR 
is distributed more liberally.

Le tte r P o lic y
It is the policy of ISKCON World Review 

to allow fair representation to all viewpoints. 
We reserve the right to edit letters for brevity, 
however, because conciseness adds to the 
quality of the exchange and allows more 
readers to be heard. Care is taken not to 
change the intent of the writer.

IWR is published under the auspices of 
the ISKCON International Ministry of Pub
lic Affairs.

New Video Promotes Book Sales
Book distribution is alive and well in 

America, and a new videotape is spreading 
the message. Entitled The Nectar of Book 
Sankirtana, the video was a joint effort be
tween the ISKCON Ministry of Public Af
fairs and Balabhadra dasa, Atlanta temple 
president

The tape begins with book distributors in 
Boston and Atlanta relating stories about 
encounters they’ve had on sankirtana and 
describing their realizations. While they’re 
talking, the scene flashes to actual footage of 
them distributing books.

At the end of the film, the Atlanta hari- 
nama party goes out on New Year’s Eve. A 
few people begin to follow the party, dancing 
and imitating the devotees. Soon a crowd

begins to form around the party. Many have 
party hats and whistles and drinks in hand. 
They begin to dance along, blowing their 
party whistles and clapping their hands. 
After a few more minutes a street scene 
begins to develop.

Cars and buses stop, and more and more 
people emerge to chant and dance with the 
devotees.

At the end of the film it is midnight, and 
what appears to be about 100 people are 
dancing and raising their arms in ecstasy to 
ring in the new year.

The tape is meant to inspire a revival of 
book distribution in America and was mailed 
free of charge to many North American 
temples.

Subscribe to the ISKCON World Review
for the latest, most complete coverage.

Please send me the ISKCON World Review for one year.
I would like □ U .S . Regular ($8); [I]U .S. 1st Class ($15)
□  Non-U.S. Airmail ($16). My payment is enclosed.

N a m e : ______________________________

Address:

City/State/ZIP: 

Country:_____
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Australian BBT Builds Book Sales
SYDNEY, Australia—The Bhaktivedanta 
Book Trust here has printed and distributed 
millions of paperbacks on Krishna Con
sciousness. There are enough copies in circu
lation for every Australian citizen to have at 
least one. However, before 1988, the BBT 
had no effective means of distributing large, 
hardbound books.

In order to accelerate big book distribu
tion, Sydney Temple President Pratapana 
dasa decided to call in Vaisesika dasa. Fa
mous as a veteran book distributor, Vais
esika agreed to help out. He stayed in Austra-

lia from Jan. 17 through Feb. 16, working 
with 16 of the country’s top distributors. 
Each day he went out î̂ h several “stu
dents.” They distributed books on the streets 
of downtown Sydney, as well as in train and 
subway stations.

‘The devotees got into it immediately. 
They were fantastic,” Vaisesika said. “Some 
of them were distributing 100 big books a 
day. They were in ecstasy.”

Vaisesika reports that when presented on 
their own merit, Srila Prabhupada’s books 
were well-received by the Australian public.

Ham Operator Transmits Krishna Consciousness
LOS ANGELES—Anadi dasa has found a 
new way to use his skills as an amateur radio 
broadcaster. He began his ham radio career 
at 12, and now, aged 33, he is broadcasting 
segments of Srila Prabhupada’s books 
worldwide with a computer-controlled trans
mitter.

A pujari [priest] at the Rukmini-Dvar- 
akadhisa temple here, Anadi operates station 
KY0G from his room in the men’s ashram. 
His idea for Krishna conscious amateur radio 
developed after hearing a ham transmitting 
passages from the Bible. Anadi’s Apple II 
computer feeds floppy disk text files of 
Krishna, The Supreme Personality of God
head and The Higher Taste into a PK-232 
morse code converter. A Yaseu shortwave 
transceiver broadcasts the code at 15 words 
per minute through a large antenna mounted 
atop one of the community’s apartment 
buildings.

Kamapura dasa has written a software 
program that automatically inserts an identi
fication announcement every 10 minutes, to 
comply with FCC regulations. The message 
invites listeners to send formal reception 
confirmations, called QSL cards.

Anadi has received scores of cards from 
appreciative hams worldwide who “copy” 
(read) the code for practice. He has a dozen

from the Soviet Union, Poland, and other 
Eastern European countries. Many of the 
listeners who write express an interest in 
Krishna Consciousness and vegetarianism, 
and Anadi corresponds with them and sends 
Krishna conscious literature.

For the time being, Anadi’s broadcasts 
are restricted to certain times because of

radio frequency interference his transmitter 
generates. If he can rectify the problem, his 
computer could drive the transmitter 24 
hours a day. He also hopes to expand the 
range of literature transmitted.

Anadi takes a special interest in a new 
mode of communication known as “packet 
radio.” This allows shortwave enthusiasts to

link their computers to their ham communi
cations. Packet radio “bulletin board sys
tems” (BBS’s) have sprung up worldwide, 
allowing hams with computers to transfer 
messages and files.

Several months ago, Anadi contacted a 
packet radio BBS in Santa Fc, New Mexico, 
WZLH0. A section of the board was dedi
cated to scientific discussions, so Anadi 
decided to “upload,” or place there, a file 
containing the introduction to Origins maga
zine, published by the BBT.

The introduction criticizes modem sci
ence, saying it reduces the importance of 
God and the individual. The piece poses an 
alternative world view, as propounded by the 
Vedic scriptures, and asserts that “Reduc- 
tionistic thinkers do not have a monopoly on 
knowledge of life and the universe.”

A few days later he picked up a message 
from the board’s “Sysop” (system operator):

“Dear Anadi, I am a scientist at Los 
Alamos National Laboratory. This is a nu
clear weapons lab. I design nuclear weapons 
and ‘Star Wars’ systems. It is through the 
presence of these weapons that you have the 
freedom to do and say what you want. I also 
have that choice. My choice is not to have 
any of your anti-science bulletins on this 
system.”Anadi broadcasts worldwide from his “ham shack” on Watseka Ave.

D I R E C T  L I N E
Each month, ISKCON World Review 

prints readers' comments and questions in 
the new Direct Line column. Replies are 
supplied by leading members of ISKCON. 
This month's Direct Line addresses the guru 
issue. Siksastaka dasa of San Leandro, 
Calif., comments:

I was pleased to find in the October edi
torial the statement that the “guru issue” 
needs to be discussed more and not less. I 
would also like to comment on the interview 
with Gaura Keshava about the siksha (in
structing) and diksha (initiating) disciplic 
successions.

Srila Prabhupada might be everyone’s 
siksha guru, but still we need a living guru. 
And, every guru must be supreme for his 
disciples. That is the relationship that Srila 
Prabhupada taught.

If a living guru is not accepted as supreme 
and worshiped as good as God, neophyte 
devotees will take advantage of the situation 
and conclude, “ I won’t surrender to this guru 
in front of me, but I’ll surrender to the guru 
who isn’t around anymore, because he can’t 
tell me what to do or chastise me for my

nonsense.” Rather than lowering themselves 
to serving a person who in their estimation is 
no better than them, they say that due to a 
lack of qualification, the guru is no longer in 
the center of the organization.

This, of course, is mayavada impersonal - 
ism. As Emerson pointed out, “An institution 
is but the lengthened shadow of a man.”

Gaura Keshava pointed out that if a sik
sha lineage is given more prominence, then 
the guru is no longer in the center, but rather 
“a member who performs certain social 
functions.”

We don’t need showbotlle gurus; guru is 
not a fashion. We need real gurus who main
tain Prabhupada’s standards. Instead of 
minimizing the position of the guru and 
jumping over the guru with a so-called “sik
sha lineage,” where no one has to surrender 
to anyone except Srila Prabhupada, we 
should instead bccome bona fide gurus our
selves.

We should accept worship on behalf of 
the disciplic succession, in full knowledge 
that the worship is not meant for the individ
ual but for the original guru. Lord Kirshna.

We must teach aspiring devotees what is 
in Prabhupada’s books (and nothing more) 
so that they will be able to tell who is a bona 
fide guru, accept initiation from him, and 
then worship him as much as the Lord 
Himself, because he is the most confidential 
servant of the Lord. This is acknowledged in 
all scriptures and followed by all authorities.

The following reply is written by Virabahu 
dasa, an initiating spiritual master based in 
Los Angeles, who serves as chief translator 
for Fondo Editorial Bhaktivedanta, the 
Spanish-language division of the BBT:

You are right in regards to the utmost 
importance of surrendering to a spiritual 
master for attaining success in spiritual life. 
That has been sufficiently discussed in all of 
Srila Prabhupada’s teachings. And the fact 
that the connection with the spiritual master 
has to be direct and personal is also well 
documented in Prabhupada’s teachings. 
Therefore, there is no question of anyone 
trying to connect independently with any of 
the predecessor acharyas, including Srila 
Prabhupada.

The connection with the parampara can 
be either by diksha or by siksha. But when 
you speak of disciples in the unfortunate 
situation of their guru’s having deserted 
them, taking siksha means accepting some
one to instruct them. This is just as they had 
accepted their diksha guru, who is no longer 
instructing them nor taking care of their 
devotional progress, the function having 
been interrupted.

Of course, we should be very sympathetic 
with these devotees, whose lives were so 
severely shaken. It is understood that it will 
take most of them some time until they 
develop naturally a relationship with some
one that will further help them in the continu
ation of their spiritual advancement, and that 
will serve as an extension of their previous 
direct link to the parampara, and most spe
cifically, to Srila Prabhupada.

Although they should be advised that 
they still require additional guidance, they 
should not be forced to accept this help. Life 
in devotional service is always voluntary, 
and this principle should always remain in 
the forefront of our movemenL

Big books are back in style at a downtown Sydney train station



4 IS K C O N  W o r ld  R e v ie w  V o l. 7, N o . 9 M a rch  1988

ISKC O N  N ew sB riefs  |

Plans arc underway to hold a state-wide 
festival in California to honor Srila 
Prabhupada. The traveling festival will begin 
in San Diego, the southern-most city in Cali
fornia, and travel up the coast to Laguna 
Beach and Fullerton; then to Los Angeles for 
the Ralha-yatra festival at Venice Beach, and 
on up to San Francisco by 1989 for the 
Golden Gate Park Ratha-yatra.

It is modeled after the ISKCON Pada- 
yatra, which has been traversing India since 
Sept. 1984. Lokanatha Swami, the major 
force behind the Indian Pada-yatra, is ex
pected to visit California to help organize the 
American version as well.

At a Dec. 1987 organizational meeting, 
Bhaktisvarupa Damodara Swami said, 
“With the things that have been happening in 
ISKCON recently, people have come to 
misunderstand our mission. Festivals like 
this will clear away those misunderstand
ings.”

The traveling party will hold festivals in 
cities all the way up the coast. It is expected 
that parts of the journey will be made by 
automobile, since there arc long stretches of 
highway where walking is prohibited.

S in g a p o re

ISKCON now has a temple in the heart of 
Singapore, and Jan. 3 marked its grand open
ing. The dedication was officiated by Tamal 
Krishna Goswami, GBC, and Regional Sec
retary Giridhari Swami. Temple President 
Sundar Gopal dasa directed the construction 
work that began in Nov. 1987, when devo
tees leased the property.

The facility includes Govinda’s Gifts, a 
book shop catering to the needs of guests, 
and a small restaurant. Two feasts arc held 
each week—Wednesdays and Sundays.

Tamal Krishna Goswami officiated at the 
opening of the Singapore temple.

Bhakti Abhay Charan Swami addresses 
a crowd at a public festival in Costa Rica.

Krishna. Muslims and Hindus alike ap
plauded his presentation.

The recent program was the second vege
tarian banquet organized by the Hindu Pan- 
chayat. At the first, Mr. Bhatia presented a 
Bhagavad-gita to Gen. Zia.

Denver temple is using ISKCON World 
Review to get the message across to people in 
high places. A copy of the paper goes to the 
temple’s mailing list of over 800 names each 
month, including congregational members, 
local media, and government officials.

People are reading and appreciating the 
paper, as a letter from State Senator Dennis 
Gallagher proves. On Jan. 25 Sen. Gallagher 
wrote to Soviet General Secretary Mikhail 
Gorbachev, thanking him for the release of 
Ananta-shanti dasa. He said, “As an Ameri
can citizen and an elected state legislator in 
Colorado, one of the Western states in the 
United States, I am pleased to learn that

Onstage at a Hare Krishna festival in 
Peru’s government center.

Anatoli Pinyayev has been released after 
four years’ confinement in a psychiatric hos
pital in Smolensk.”

IWR received a copy of the letter and sent 
it on to Denver. There, devotees responded 
enthusiastically to the support of their state 
senator. “We read it out loud in Bhagavatam 
class,” said Gaudacandra dasa. “Everybody 
was in ecstasy.”

If Srila Prabhupada’s books were to be 
recognized as standard high school text
books, it would probably start some place 
like Bangalore. Well, that’s exactly what has 
happened, thanks to the Karnataka State 
Department of Education.

The devotees of ISKCON Bangalore use 
Krishna, the Supreme Personality of God
head, to teach a three-part accredited course 
throughout the state. The second annual 
examination was held Nov. 29, 1987. At that 
time 5,000 students took the exam, which 
means 5,000 Krishna books were sold.

Schools that enroll more than 50 students 
in the course are entitled to free coaching 
lessons. In order to meet the demand for 
teachers, women from ISKCON temples and 
initiated disciples living outside temples are 
called in. On examination days, like the one 
in November, as many as 200 volunteers are 
needed to conduct the exams at 40 schools. 
Life Members help administer and evaluate 
the exams.

Inspiration for the program came from 
the Vishva Hindu Parishad. They conduct

Cows are big news, and the Gita-Nagari 
farm made headlines again, this time in the 
Harrisburg Sunday Patriot-News. The ar
ticle. “Hare Krishnas Maintain a Ix>w Profile 
in Juniata,” describes the devotees as “hard
working, spiritual devotees [who] have been 
accepted as good neighbors since settling in 
. . .  1975.”

The article describes the simple lifestyle 
at the farm and its relationship with the 
worldwide body of ISKCON temples. 
Surcsvara dasa points out that he is dismayed 
about expelled ISKCON leader Kirtan- 
ananda Swami’s recent attempt to purchase a 
resort on nearby Flagstaff Mountain, in the 
town of Jim Thorpe.

Surcsvara draws parallels between the 
residents of Gita-Nagari and their Amish 
neighbors. The article states that he believes 
the Amish feel a kinship with the Krishnas 
“because of their unworldliness and because 
both rely on animal power—horses and 
mules for the amish; oxen for the Kirshnas.” 
Their relationship has grown to the point 
that, he said, “Amish midwives deliver 
Krishna children.”

Pakistan President Gen. Zia-ul-Haq re
cently hosted a Hindu/Muslim vegetarian 
dinner and dialogue at his residence. The en
gagement was organized by ISKCON Life 
Member Khubchand Bhatia on behalf of the 
Karachi Hindu Panchayat. The Karachi 
Hindu Panchayat general secretary is also an 
ISKCON Life Member and initiated dis
ciple.

Sarvabhauma dasa, initiated disciple and 
professor of anatomy at Chandaka Medical 
College, Larkhana, Sindh, opened the eve
ning ceremonies. He read from Bhagavad- 
gita As It Is and then spoke about Lord

This year Pada-yatra plans its return to 
Dwaraka after circumambulating the entire 
country of India. The Pada- [walking] yatra 
[festival] left Dwaraka in Sept. 1984, and 
upon its return three-and-a-half years later, it 
will have covered 15,000 km.

The pilgrimage will continue on March 
20, after devotees offer a prasadam feast to 
the brahmins in Dwaraka. A 1988 Mayapur- 
Vrindavana Festival Newsletter was circu
lated to all temples well in advance, inviting 
devotees to take part in the homecoming.

Pada-yatra organizer Lokanatha Swami 
also made an appeal to international devo
tees to contribute toward a permanent monu
ment to be erected at the entrance of Dwar
aka. The proposed structure would be an 
ornate 61-foot-high arch with carvings of the 
Pada-yatra party. The arch would span the 
main road into Dwaraka, like the Bhaktive- 
danta Swami Gate in Vrindavana.

So w e to , S . A frica

Hare Krishna devotees regularly enter the 
boundaries of the Soweto township to chant, 
dance, and distribute Hare Krishna Food for 
Life. Soweto is internationally known as a 
site of anti-apartheid protest and black-on- 
black violence. According to Jagan- 
nathcsvari-devi dasi, “After the initial shock 
of seeing our white and brown faces, local 
residents now give their familiar guests a 
warm welcome.”

Devotees chant in the busy shopping 
areas and display Srila Prabhupada’s books. 
“ It has been wonderful to see how the local 
residents spontaneously join in to chant and 
dance with the devotees,” says Rupa- 
Raghunatha dasa. Along with several other 
devotees, Rupa-Raghunatha hopes to estab
lish a permanent preaching center in Soweto.

The Food for Life team also visits shanty 
towns like Mshcngo Village, where they 
distribute up to a thousand plates a day. After 
eating, residents join the chanting party as it 
wends its way through the town.

San  F ra n c is co , C a lif.

S e a ttle , W ash in g to n

“Popcorn is good P.R.,” says Gauridasa 
Pandita dasa of the Seattle temple. He reports 
that street chanting has been revived in Se
attle, and a party now goes out four times a 
week. Noticing that the reception was cool at 
first, devotees began distributing free pop
corn and Back to Godhead magazines.

“Months back we were jeered at and 
mocked by onlookers,” Gauridasa Pandita 
said. “But ever since we’ve been distributing 
popcorn, the tide has turned and people look 
forward to seeing us.” Plans are underway to 
expand the program and travel throughout 
Washington state with the chanting party.

Rama-devi dasi serves Food for Life at a 
South African primary school, 
n--------------------------- --

Food for Life cooks meet with Ciskei’s 
first lady.

Devotees have strong support from the 
Indian community in Singapore. Last August 
they organized a massive Janmastami cele
bration in a local auditorium and published a 
souvenir book, with Indian businessmen 
purchasing numerous pages. However, until 
this year there was never a permanent 
ISKCON temple.

Po rt R o ya l, Pen n .
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People in ISKCON ~ j
that was a congregational member in Detroit 
and Ann Arbor.

Staebler sent news clippings and other 
materials about Brennan’s campaign to ban 
the portrayal of smoking in children’s comic 
books. Brennan is listed in the 1988/1989 
edition of the Marquis Who’s Who and has 
letters of thanks from Henry Kissinger, Far- 
rah Fawcett, and Jane Fonda.

* * *
Alan Paton, a prominent South African 

writer, recently visited the Radha-Radha- 
natha Temple of Understanding in Durban. 
He spent two hours with devotees louring the 
facilities. His book, Cry, The Beloved Coun
try, is about the plight of blacks in South 
Africa.

* * *

Kosa-rupa-devi dasi recently scored 
good media coverage for the Laguna Beach, 
Calif., temple. When Orange County Daily 
Pilot reporter Leslie Earnest stopped by to 
see what the devotees do, she interviewed 
Kosa-rupa, wife of Temple President 
Badahari dasa. “Krishna Finds a Home in 
Laguna” appeared in February, with large 
photos of the Deities, devotees, and temple.

The article had two sections: “After 20 
Years, Religious Sect has Carved out a 
Niche,” and “Laguna Beach Teen Discovers 
Total Fulfillment in the Movement.” The 
journalist observed that “ Laguna’s tolerance 
for alternate lifestyles has helped the chant
ing, ponytailed Krishnas assimilate.”

* * *
A prominent British Hindu society re

cently chose an ISKCON devotee to serve as 
council secretary. Trikalajna dasa, public 
relations officer at Bhaktivedanta Manor, 
was elected on 
Nov. 15,1987, at 
a meeting of the 
National Council 
of Hindu Tem
ples. Of the 29 
affiliated NCHT 
members, four
are ISKCON .. Trikalaina dasa.temples. '

Also in November, NCHT published 
Hindu Funeral Rites. The booklet has text in 
three languages: Hindi, riiiiarari and Fne- 
lish. In the introduction Nathubhai Jagjivan 
says that the booklet will “present a clear, 
concise, and authoritative insight into vari
ous aspects of Hindu funeral ceremonies and 
customs.”

In January, NCHT heard testimony from 
Councillor Frank Ward. He spoke about the 
crisis facing Bhaktivedanta Manor and its 
attempt to remain open despite protests from 
neighbors.

Four hundred participants at the recent 
World Parliament of Religions received 
prasadam from the Montreal, Canada, 
temple. The “Kriyayoga of Babaji” society 
organized the conference, held Dec. 13,
1987. Gopinatha dasa, of Montreal, reports 
that conference officials invited the devotees 
to cater the engagement.

* * *

Neil Staebler, a former U.S. Congress
man from the state of Michigan, recently 
contacted IWR to inform us of the recent 
accomplishments of T. Casey Brennan. As 
a friend of ISKCON, Brennan lived in the 
Berkeley temple in 1984-85, and prior to

Rasatala dasa has started an adult educa
tion course at Edison Community College in 
Fort Meyers, Florida. Prasadam (spiritual 
food) is a regular part of the curriculum of 
the weekly two-hour Bhagavad-gita As It Is 
class. Rasatala is formerly of the Freeport, 
Long Island, center.

* * *
The Pyramid Center for Bhakti-Yoga, 

nestled in the Santa Monica Mountains just 
north of Los Angeles, bids farewell to two of 
its long-time members. Pavaka-devi dasi 
and Bhakta Phillip are going to Hawaii, to 
establish their own preaching center.

The Topanga Canyon Pyramid Center 
has a large congregation, including many

208 preparations.  ̂ Pyramid Center.

Costa Rican devotees approach the Soviet embassy prior to a demonstration to free 
the Soviet Hare Krishnas.

Satyaraja dasa, author of Food for the 
Spirit, recently met a priest who became a 
vegetarian after reading his book. “ I think 
[vegetarianism] is a religious imperative,” 
Rev. Alvin V.P. Hart told Satyaraja. Rev. 
Hart is an Episcopal priest and hospital chap
lain at the St. Lukcs-Roosevclt Hospital in 
New York. Sat- 
yaraja’s meeting 
with the priest 
lasted three hours
and included dis
cussions about
the soul and rein
carnation. Satyaraja with Rev. Hart.

National Food Relief, Inc. is a non-profit 
corporation serving free vegetarian dinners 
to the homeless in Venice, Calif. The pro
gram, run by Sarvabhauma dasa and 
Valmiki dasa, started a year ago and serves 
50 to 100 people five nights a week. 
Sarvabhauma has received a letter of ac
knowledgement from Los Angeles Mayor 
Tom Bradley.

The largest Ratha-yatra festival in the 
West is held annually at Venice Beach. The 
beachfront city has recently attracted atten
tion as the “home” of many thousands of 
homeless people.

* * *
Fondo Editorial 

Bhaktivedanta (the 
BBT’s Spanish-lan- 
guagc division) has 
published a Span- 
ish-languagc vege
tarian cookbook.

¡Que Sabroso!
[“What Taste!” ] is a 
translation of The 
Higher Taste, a book '^ ue Sai^so/ 
in the Vcdic Contemporary Library Series 
published by the Bhaktivedanta Book Trust. 
The printing was made possible when the 
Los Angeles temple prepaid their initial 
order of 5,000 copies. The cookbook is now 
available from Fondo for distribution.

Sabrosc
La gìtui (tura urui dieta 

t egctaruma libre de iuinrui

A Vedic drama, a lecture, and prasadam 
distribution were the main attractions at a 
recent Hare Krishna festival in the govern
ment center. The festival was attended by 
more than 1,000 people, including politi
cians and the Indian ambassador to Fiji, Mrs. 
Savittri Kunnari.

Mrs. Kunnari addressed the audience, 
saying, “The Hare Krishna Movement is the 
representative of the culture and religion of 
India in Peru. Religion in India is different 
from the religious concept in the Western 
countries. More than a religion, it is a way of 
life.”

Mr. Vargas Caballero, a government 
minister, also attended the program. When 
Mrs. Kunnari garlanded him, he commented 
that the relationship between Peru and India 
is becoming stronger and more friendly.

At the end devotees led chanting of the 
Hare Krishna mantra, and the audience par
ticipated.

Central Park was the scene for the second 
annual Costa Rican Hare Krishna festival. 
For 12 hours devotees chanted, distributed 
prasadam and literature, and entertained 
visitors with a questions and answers booth 
and a video show.

Three thousand people received feast 
plates at the Dec. 24, 1987 festival.

According to Regional Secretary Bhakti 
Abhay Charan Swami, ‘The success was 
fabulous this year.” He stated that many 
people were interested in becoming devo
tees, and at the end of the day they were 
asking, “When will you come back?” Due to 
the good reception, Costa Rican devotees 
hope to hold one public festival a month 
throughout 1988.

regular tests on the Ramayana and Maha- 
bharata for more than 40,000 students.

ISKCON’s program is new and currently 
covers only three cities. However, Temple 
President Madhu Pandita dasa wants to in
crease from 5,000 students to 40,000 soon to 
keep up with the VHP. He said, “The most 
important feature [of the program] is to teach 
the students about Krishna’s position with 
respect to demigods, to chant Hare Krishna, 
and to give up meat-eating.

Krishna Consciousness has penetrated 
this homeland state of South Africa. First 
Lady Mrs. V.N. Sebe invited the Hare 
Krishna Food for Life crew from Johan
nesburg to cook for the Ciskei Women’s 
Conference. The ISKCON women ordinar
ily feed 8,000 people a month, so asking 
them to cook for the 6,000 conference dele
gates seemed appropriate.

Mrs. Maggie Makuzcni, public relations 
officer for the women’s conference, hosted 
the traveling cooks. She introduced them to 
Deputy Director of Foreign Affairs Mr. 
Somthunzi, who arranged media interviews 
with the Daily Dispatch and Radio Ciskei.

In a speech, the chief conference organ
izer commended the devotees for their cook
ing. He said, “Everyone loved the vegetarian 
feast so much that we have given it a name: 
Nyopanyopa [a wonderful melange].” The 
devotees then chanted Hare Krishna on 
stage, accompanied by a traditional African 
drummer. The event was broadcast on TV 2 
News and seen by millions.

Before departing, the women presented 
Mrs. Sebe with a set of Srila Prabhupada’s 
books, as well as garlands and maha-prasad- 
am. In return she donated several boxes of 
fruit and invited the Hare Krishna Food for 
Life program to distribute prasadam in the 
small villages of her homeland.

—Kalpataru dasi and Karunika dasi
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On the other hand, there are people who 
have full faith in the process of Krishna Con
sciousness, who are very renounced, and 
don’t have mixed motives. They want to live 
a simple life and dedicate themselves to 
distributing books and preaching Krishna 
Consciousness. These arc the people who 
should stay in the temples.

IW R : Sometimes devotees change their 
ashrama and get married. They realize they 
have to make a living, but then we see that 
many of them stop coming to the temple. 
How can this be avoided? 
liari-vilasa: There are certain things people 
have to lake into consideration if they want 
to enter married life. We should encourage 
longer engagement periods so the man can 
gel an education or technical training to hold 
a job. Before Ihc man actually has earning 
power, the couple should live separately.

IW R : What about couples who both do 
sankiriana or full-time service in the temple? 
liari-vilasa: That is all right, but they must 
accept a vow of poverty. There must be a 
mutual agreement that they do not ask for 
anything beyond what the temple is willing 
to offer.

IW R : You’ve been heading the Berkeley 
temple for several months now. While you 
have only seven devotees in the temple, 
we’ve heard that as many as 150 devotees 
visit for the Sunday feasts. How do you get 
them to come?
liari-vilasa: It’s just by word of mouth. 
They know we’re making a real effort to 
present Krishna Consciousness without any 
demands. We’re not saying, “Give us this,” 
or “ Now you have to become more serious.”

Become an ISKCON World Review Sustainer!
The monthly publication ol the ISKCON World Review depends on ISKCON 

centers and individuals who have pledged to give monthly contributions ot $25, 
$50, $100, or more. If you believe that ISKCON needs the forum of communi
cation represented by this newspaper, please make a pledge today.

You may send your entire pledge at one time or use the coupon below to set 
up electronic fund transfers from your bank. Just specify the amount you wish 
to give each month and enclose a check for your initial donation. Contributions 
to the ISKCON World Review are tax-deductible, and at the end of the year IWR 
will mail you a receipt for all of your donations. Mail to: the ISKCON World 
Review, P.O. Box 1487, Culver City, CA 90232.
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Interview . . .
continued from page 1

IW R : What areas should ISKCON explore 
to improve its financial base? 
liari-vilasa: ISKCON must first understand 
its real vocation, because it is not meant to be 
a money-making organization. Its real voca
tion is to teach Krishna Consciousness, and 
that is how ISKCON must support itself. 
People will recognize that this is a bona fide 
spiritual process and give donations. Right 
now the purity of the movement is jeopar
dized by people with mixed motives who put 
economic development in the foreground 
and compromise the spiritual vocation.

IW R : What do you think would help im
prove the situation?
liari-vilasa: I see it like this: people must 
become honest. The movement only works 
when the purity is there. Therefore everyone 
who has mixed motives should honestly 
recognize that and go out, and on the terms of 
the outer society and socio-economic sys
tem, try to succeed. They must not pretend to 
be spiritual mentors, calculating their suc
cess on the hard work of young, idealistic 
devotees who join the movement seeking 
spiritual life. People who have mixed mo
tives should work outside in the spirit of 
devotion, dedication, and obligation to make 
an honest living.

They have to leam all the rules of society: 
you pay taxes, you support the Social Secu
rity system, and all that. Alter you’ve paid 
those things, whatever you have left, that’s 
what you can donate. They should try to 
make a living and also donate something to 
the temple.

We just concentrate on the quality of the 
Sunday Feast.

Our Deity worship is improving. People 
see that everything is clean and shiny; there 
arc nice flower garlands and flower arrange

ments. The whole atmosphere is improved.
For the guests, our success is based on the 

quality of the lectures, the prasadam, the 
Deity worship, and the service of the devo
tees living in the temple.

Hari-vilasa: Paris Cabaret to Krishna
For Hari-vilasa, a new life began when 

he met Hare Krishna devotees in Paris. 
Bom of Armenian parents 43 years ago in 
Philadelphia, Penn., he studied literature 
at the Univ. of Philadelphia.

In September, 1969, Hari-vilasa 
owned a small macrobiotic cabaret in 
Paris. The devotees approached him, and 
he agreed to let them use the facility for 
their weekly feast. He was very attracted 
to devotional life that after some time he 
abandoned his cabaret and moved into the 
London Hare Krishna temple.

The Hare Krishna Mantra was topping 
the charts across Europe at the time, and

Hari-vilasa with Bhaktisvarupa Damo- 
dar Swami at Spiritual Sky.

the devotees were preparing to record 
their first LP  with George Harrison. After 
little more than two weeks, Hari-vilasa 
found himself with George and the devo
tees at the Apple Records studios.

“ I took the whole experience with 
George to be a celestial sign that the 
Krishna Consciousness Movement was 
the most important thing happening on 
Earth at the time,” he recalls.

After taking initiation from Srila 
Prabhupada, he returned to Paris and later 
started a temple. In recent years, he devel
oped a European division of Spiritual Sky 
Scented Products, marketing incense and 
health and beauty care products.

Hari-vilasa is also well known for his 
publishing work. In his native Armenian 
language, he has printed Coming Back, 
Sri Isopanisad, Bhagavad-gita, Beyond 
Birth and Death, Easy Journey to Other 
Planets, and the Vaishnava Songbook. He 
has also contributed to publishing pro
jects in Turkish, Arabic, Hebrew, Rus
sian, Portuguese, and Greek.

Last March he was appointed to 
ISKCON’s Governing Body Commis
sion. He and his family have relocated to 
Northern California, where they are 
working to improve the quality of the 
Berkeley temple.

Nutritional Replacement: 
Great for Vegetarians 

Case of 24,2-1/2 oz. bottles-$35 
Case of 24, 5 oz. bottles—$65 

1 lb. bags—$7 
Plus shipping (by your request)

Bhumi Bee Pollen
606 Soo St., Minot, ND 58701

(701)852-5593 
Quantity Discounts Available; 
Dealer Inquiries Requested.

ITV’s March Special:

T h e  R a m a y a n a
Share the glories of King Rama 

with your family—order now in time 
for His appearance celebration

Only $11.95
— 80 minutes—

tup. 6/1SÄ8
Calif, residents add 6-1/2% sales tax.U.S. thcpng and handling $3.50; others $10. 

Send $1 lor oorrplete catalog.
ITV Productions 

P.O. Box 1015 
Culver City, CA 90232 
Tel.: (213) 559-7670

F r e e  C o u n s e l i n g  S e r v i c e

Please call Isa dasa

1-305-285-0111
• Counseling on Problems 

of Varna and Ashrama 

•Child Guidance Counseling 

• Advice for Temple Managers
This service is offered from one devotee to another. It is not con

nected to an official or ministry of ISKCON. There is no cost to you 

but the phone call.
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WANTED SALES/SERVICES

Devotees needed in small preaching center in 
Monterrey, Mexico. Join our ecstatic preaching 
programs—good P.R. in newspapers, TV, school 
engagements, book distribution, etc., just 50 
minutes from Dallas, Texas. Contact Hare 
Krishna dasa, c/o ISKCON, Zaragoza 1007, nte. 
Zona centro, Monterrey, Mexico.

Did you find your letter missing in Prabhupada’s 
letters books? If so, don’t miss out on having it 
preserved and included in the next edition. Send a 
copy to Bhaktivedanta Archives, P.O. Box 34453, 
Los Angeles, CA 90034.

Baby or young child sought for legal adoption by 
serious devotee couple. Excellent spiritual oppor
tunity for child you care about, but can’t care for. 
Adoption, 1447 Cherry St., Denver, CO 80220.

Preacher wanted for established preaching cen
ter in Regina, Canada. Friendly people, good 
facilities. Support provided for serious worker. 
Ideal for preacher with young family. Inquire c/o 
Kalakantha dasa, ISKCON Vancouver, (604) 
433-9728, collect.

Crime prevention program: "Kirtana-rasa is the 
safest situation within this material world.” Ask
ing for any extra transcendental literature for 
program’s book distribution! Also welcome 
views and ideas on anti-crime to consider for 
monthly newsletter. Write to Lilamohan dasa, c/o 
Kirtan Center, P.O. Box 93627, Cleveland, OH 
44101.

Urgently needed—Sincere, enthusiastic devo
tees to help with important service to Srila 
Prabhupada. Enter hand-written corrections to 
complete the transcriptions of Prabhuoada’s 
tapes—more than 3,000 morning walks, room 
conversations, lectures, etc. Personal computer 
required. Call Ekanatha or Ranjhit at (213) 559- 
2143 or write to: Bhaktivedanta Archives, P.O. 
Box 34453, Los Angeles, CA 90034.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Help relieve the world’s suffering. Join the 
Prabhupada’s Books Project, P.O. Box 11216, 
Dallas, TX 75223.

Your Vedic Horoscope calculated and sent to 
you free! Just send an index card with your name, 
date—place—and exact time of birth, along with 
a SASE to: ARLA, 9715 Venice Blvd., Suite 6, 
Los Angeles, CA 90034.

Advertise in the ISKCON World Review, the only 
publication mailed to every center worldwide.

Om ajnana timirandasya . . . Learn what 
revisions went into the new edition of Bhagavad- 
gita Ai It Is, published by the Bhaktivedanta 
Book Trust. Send for correspondence by editor 
Jayadvaita Swami, explaining the changes. $1 for 
photocopying and postage c/o IWR, P.O. Box 
1487, Culver City, CA 90232.

Rural Joy—Srila Prabhupada about devotional 
agriculture, farm communities, and varnashrama 
dharma: letters, lectures, conversations. Booklet, 
35 pages. Order from Vaidyanatha dasa, c/o 
CI VA, 2445 Collins Ave., Miami Beach, FL 
33140. Price 52 including U.S. postage.

New BBT T-shirt—BBT insignia on pocket. 
Tan, yellow, blue. Small, medium, large, extra- 
large. $10. BBT Mailorder, 3764 Watseka Ave., 
Rm 201-A, Los Angeles, CA 90034.

Vedic Astrologer—Consult Shyamasundara 
dasa. Also Vedic astrology computer program. 
Information: send large self-addressed stamped 
envelope to SRIVAS, 4255 LBJ Freeway, Suite 
114, Dallas, TX 75244.

Krishna-, Chaitanya-, and Prabhupada-lila T- 
shtrts and puzzles. Many other New Age designs. 
Free catalog. Seeta-Rama Transfers, P.O. Box 
228, Dept. I, Badger, CA 93603.

Transcendental Cassettes! Over 208 rare 
tapes—specializing in Vishnujana, Music of In
dia, New Age and Children’s. Free List. SI sam
pler tapes. Mahi Barta, P.O. Box 228, Badger, CA
93603.

Typesetting and graphic arts production by 
Rama Graphics—hieh Quality, low cost, and 
devotion. Phone (213) 202-1260 for a quote on 
your next pamphlet, newsletter, or book.

S p r in g  S a le :  C o lo r  P r in ts

of Pictures in Prabhupada’s Books. 

4x5-$2.05; 5x7-$5.70; 

8x10-$ 11.75; 11x14—$20.80; 

16x20-$53.25; 20x24-$79.90. 

Send photocopy of picture with 

Book, Vol., etc., along with check 

or money order to: 

Bhaktivedanta Archives 

P.O. Box 453 

Culver City, CA 90232 

Tel.: (213) 559-8401 

$10 min. order; U.S. add 10% 

postage; non-U.S. add 20%

Books, Videos, Tapes & More
—All from One Source—

S a v in g s  and  C o n ve n ie n ce — C a ll To ll-Free D ay o r N ight

1-800-553-8298 [in Mississippi call (601) 445-2222]
Small Singapore Srimad-Bhagavatam • Ramayana Narration-Ten 92-Minute 
Sets—$125 Tapes—$39.50

Prabhupada Letters (5 Volumes, • Children’s Krishna Book in Two
6,300 Letters)—$125 Volumes—$8 ea.
Assorted Prabhupada Lectures and • Various Two-Hour ITV Videos, New 
Kirtana Tapes—$4 ea. and Boxed—$27 ea.

Plus much more—call to get on our mailing list We ship UPS COD within 24 hours.
Vedic River Devotional Supplies

—Subsidiary of Old South Vedic Society—
P.O. Box 127, Washington, MS 39190 USA

C la s s i f ie d  A d  P r ic e s

$.50 per word for a regular listing; 

$.75 per word for boxed listing. 

Send your ad with payment to: 

IWR Classified Ads,

P.O. Box 1487,

Culver City, CA 90232 USA

D is p la y  A d s

Call or Write for Rates.

A d  S a le s  O p p o r t u n i t ie s

Earn 25% commission and help 

expand the IWR.

Phone (213) 839-0903 for info.

P r a b h u p a d a ’s  B o o k s

Srimad-Bhagavatam (1.1-10.3) 

Caitanya-caritamrta.

One full set, large volume edition, 

in good condition.

$250 plus postage.

Tel.: (213) 839-0903

G o u r  T rav e ls

Domestic & International Travelers 

India— Europe— Far East 

Prassannatma dasa 

1135 Opal St.

San Diego, CA 92109 

(619) 272-9792 or 

(800) 367-4313 

Professional service 

at no extra cost.

ANIMAL’S AGENDA
FOR THE LATEST ON THE ANIMAL 

RIGHTS MOVEMENT
ANIMALS’ AGENDA magazine 
keeps you in touch with all the 
issues and developments in the 

animal rights movement. This is the 
ONE PUBLICATION that gives you 
comprehensive coverage of its suc
cesses, its problems, its people, and 

its organizations. Ten issues per 
year—65 pages and growing! 

U.S. rates:
1 yr —$18; 2 yrs.-$33.50; 3 yrs.-$45 

The Animal’s Agenda 
Subscription Dept.

P.O. Box 6809 
Syracuse, NY 13217

T h e  

S l a u g h t e r h o u s e  

M o v i e

A  C o n v i n c i n g  

P r e a c h i n g  T o o l

This videotape speaks volumes 
on the necessity of vegetarianism  
as the means to end senseless suf
fering among innocent anim als. 
VH S. Now only $19.95. Send check 
or money order to:

Prem  Sehgal, P.O. Box 580283, 
Houston, TX 77258-0283

Sri Gauranga Puri
y

An ecstatic community of devotees dedicated 
to Sri Panca-tattva, Srila Prabhupada's book 
distribution, prasadam distribution, and fulfilling 
the prediction of making Laguna Beach the 
Western world's first Krishna conscious city. 

Needed
Cooks, Book Distributors, Prasadam Distribu
tors, College Preachers

Additional Benefits
• All devotees included in managerial decisions
• Proposed medical and security plan

Call Bada Haridas at (714) 497-7324 or write to 
ISKCON Laguna 
285 Legion St.

Laguna Beach, CA 92651

NATURE CURES ALL ILLS
The International Institute of 

Mahayoga and Natural Hygiene

Still preserves the ancient Indian Natu
ral Healing sciences in pure form. 
Thousands have been cured of even 
the most complicated physical and 
mental diseases through its:

1. Consultation services
2. Training courses
3. Publications 

For details contact the Director: 
Dr. Arun Sharma M.I.I.N.T., N.D. 

Telephone: (305) 673-2681 
1521 Michigan Ave. 

Miami Beach, FL 33139

Caruhasa dasa’s

Sita-Rama Painting

8"x10" full-color prints $20 
postpaid.

Also Available:
An ISKCON first: 
a seven-minute, 

full-color videotaped 
animation of the 

Incarnations of Vishnu 
Only $15 postpaid.
Send money order to: 

Caruhasa dasa 
3764 Watseka Ave.

Los Angeles, CA 90034 USA
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SAMPLE
Sri Valm iki’s  B O O K . . .

RAMAYANA
A Dramatic Narration with M usic on 10 Audio-cassettes 

by Amala-bhakta Dasa

for only $ 1 . 0 0

Perhaps you’ve seen this RAMA
YANA ad several limes and have been 
thinking about ordering a set. But you 
still haven't made up your mind be
cause you’re not sure you’ll like it. True, 
your satistaction is guaranteed; but if 
you ordered it and for some reason it 
didn't live up to expectations, you 
wouldn't want to waste your valuable 
time returning it—wrapping, writing 
stamping and posting it—would you? 
Of course not.

Well, now you can sample it with vir
tually no risk at all. Just send us $1.00 
(plus shipping) and we’ll send you one 
complete 92 min. high quality BASF 
cassette.* It will contain one of the most 
suspenseful, entertaining, and adven

turesome pastimes of the entire 15- 
hour series. If, after hearing it, you still 
don’t wish to order the set—for what
ever reason—then don’t. Just keep the 
tape and enjoy it. But if you do want to 
order, then you’ll send us the balance 
due for the 9 remaining 92 min. cas
settes—$38.50 (plus shipping). It’s 
that simple.

So why not take advantage of this 
offer now—while it lasts? You and your 
family will experience one of the most 
captivating, entertaining recordings 
imaginable—with its multiple-voice 
characterizations, Indian mood music, 
and realistic sound effects. Surely, it’s 
worth a dollar to try. Isn't it?

‘Limited to one per customer.

1.00

KRISHNA PRODUCTIONS, 3305 Cardiff Ave., Dept.lWR-23, Los Angeles, CA 90034
□ Yes. I'll tty it! Send sample Ramayana cassette at $1.00. *

Shipping and handling in U.S. $
Non-U.S. shipping & handling air mail: $2.50 (U.S. funds only)

D  I'm already convinced I Send ____ set(s) of 10 cassettes at $39 .50. *Shipping & handling in U.S. $
Non-U.S air mail: add 30%; surfaoe: 15% (U.S. funds only)
Calif, residents add 6-1/2% sales tax

2.00

Enclosed is my check M.O. Send to: TOTAL $
Name Address

___  City_________________ State
O Please send Iree catalog ol other dramatic recordings

ZIP Country

PURE TRANSCENDENTAL SOUNDS
Full set of 711 Prabhupada lecture tapes only $1,395

• Single lecture tapes S2.50 ea. (order by master catalog code#) • S2.25 ea. over 100 tapes
• Original unedited bhajanas-50% never before released (35 C-90's) S85

• Nectar of Devotion Series (15 tapes) $37.50 • Lord Kapila Series (21 tapes) $52.50
• Queen Kunti Series (14 tapes) $35 • Yoga System Series (7 tapes) $17.50

• Original Krishna Book dictation tapes (33 tapes) $75
• Master catalog $5 (refunded upon order of 20 tapes)

Books: • letters from  Srila  Prabhupada (6,300 letters; 
five 680-page hardbound volumes) $125

Full Sets: • Small (Singapore) Srimad-Bhagavatam edition $125 
Please includc the following postage with your U.S. order of $2-25: S2; $26-100: $5; $101-500: 
$10; $501-2,000: $20. Outside U.S. add 20% to total cost of the order. Send Postal Money Order, 
Cashiers Check, or Bank Draft only. Non-U.S.orders—make sure that the bank from which you buy 
your Cashiers Check has a branch or affiliation in the U.S.

The Bhaktivedanta Archives & Tape Ministry
P.O. Box 34453, Los Angeles, CA 90034 Tel.: (213) 559-2143

The International Society for 
Krishna Consciousness 
ISKCON World Review 
P.O. Box 1487 
Culver City, CA 90232

ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED

Non-Profit Organization 
BULK RATE 

U S POSTAGE
PAID

SANTA ANA, CA 
ZIP Code 92799 
Permit No. 620
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R o b in  G e o r a e  C a s e

ACLU and Others 
Back ISKCON in 
Brainwashing Suit
LOS ANGELES, Calif.—Final appeal briefs 
are in for both sides of the George vs. 
ISKCON case. The next step will be an oral 
argument before the San Diego County 
Court of Appeal. ISKCON attorney Amaren- 
dra dasa said he feels hopeful about the case 
after obtaining four Amicus Curiae briefs— 
statements by friends of the court—support
ing ISKCON on the appeal.

‘The one by the Society for the Scientific 
Study of Religion is especially important,” 
Amarendra said. ‘They attack the ‘brain
washing’ theory very scientifically. We also 
have one by the American Civil Liberties 
Union. We are happy about it, since they 
only support cases they feel strongly about.”

In 1983 an Orange County Superior 
Court jury awarded Robin George and her 
mother $32.5 million, later reduced to S9.7 
million by the trial court judge. The Georges 
claimed that Robin was psychologically 
imprisoned within ISKCON by her adher
ence to its beliefs and practices.

continued on page 7

Hare Krishna Food for Life Wins Dutch Support
AMSTERDAM, The Netherlands—The 
Hare Krishna Food for Life distribution 
center in Amsterdam’s “red light” district is 
now getting active support from the media, 
and political and religious leaders.

Food for Life has been in operation here 
since Sept., 1986, feeding the city’s home
less, prostitutes, and drug addicts. In Sept., 
1987, two major newspapers, Vrij Nederland 
and Nieuws Van De Dag, picked up the story 
with headlines such as “Food for Life Dis
tributes in Disaster Area for Past Year.” Six 
smaller papers also ran the story.

Also in September, a Homeless Shelter 
Festival was held at New Church in Amster
dam. The Dutch royal family ordinarily uses 
the church for its social functions, but Sept. 
25-27 the church hosted a gathering of social 
welfare groups helping the homeless.

Over the three days, 6,000 plates of 
prasadam were distributed from the Food for 
Life booth.

The mayor of Amsterdam gave the 
opening address at the festival. He received 
garlands and a Dutch-language biography of 
Srila Prabhupada from the devotees, along 
with a report about the Food for Life 
program.

The following month, the Netherlands 
Ministry of Agriculture began donating fruit 
and vegetables on a weekly basis. In addi

tion, the European Parliament (EEC) Social 
Welfare Department agreed to give 100 kilos 
of surplus butter per month from the oft- 
criticizcd “European Butter Mountain.”

“By Lord Krishna’s arrangement we 
found a new place with a much better loca
tion and more facilities,” Bhakta Andre, a 
Food for Life coordinator said.

Devotees have rallied the support of 
Roman Catholic social organizations such as

the Maagdenhuis, Van Santheuvel Sobbc, 
and the Society Madurodam, who volun
teered to pay the rent on the Food for Life 
building.

Another private foundation donated a 12- 
meter bus for mobile food distribution. The 
vehicle was formerly used to provide metha
done to drug addicts.
—Report compiled by Bhakta Andre and 
Brahmananda dasa

Amsterdam's mayor addresses a crowd 
at the Homeless Shelter Festival.

The Hare Krishna Food for Life Center is 
located in the city’s “red light" district.

British Councilor Visits India 
to Understand ISKCON’s Roots
BOMBAY, India—A councilman and coun
cil assistant from Great Britain were greeted 
by hundreds of people and garlanded with 
flowers when they visited Bombay last 
month.

Frank Ward, of the Hertsmere Borough 
Council, and Subramaniam Indran, an offi
cial of the Brent Council, arrived in Bombay 
March 5. They went to India to get a better 
perspective on Indians’ support of ISKCON, 
specifically Bhaktivedanta Manor.

For several years Bhaktivedanta Manor, 
near London, has been the target of religious 
discrimination. Neighbors pressured the 
Hertsmere Borough Council to shut down

the temple because of the large crowds of 
Indians who gather on religious festival 
days. Although the Council has threatened to 
close the center, public pressure from Indian 
supporters has kept the temple opene.

A convoy, lodby the mayor’s car, took the 
British officials to Hare Krishna Land in 
Juhu Beach. After again receiving garlands, 
the visitors gave short speeches to the crowd 
gathered for the reception.

The convoy went on to the Sea Palace 
Hotel for a press conference. Journalists 
questioned the councilor about the role of 
Hertsmere Borough Council and the failure 
of the British Government to intervene on

behalf of the Indian community.
That evening the councilor attended a re

ception by Ramanand Sagar, a nationally- 
known film director. Sagar supports 
Bhaktivedanta Manor and announced that he 
would include a reference to the cause in 
each of his forthcoming movies. He also 
informed the councilor that he had written to 
Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher express
ing his concern about the persecution of the 
Indian community in Great Britain. He stated 
that the failure of the Prime Minister to pre
vent discrimination by Hertsmere Borough

Council was a sad indictment against British 
democracy.

From there Ward and Indran continued 
their tour of India, addressing Hindu socie
ties, members of the Bar Society, and the 
Archbishop of the Bombay Roman Catholic 
Church. Their itinerary included a trip to 
Ahmedabad, where they held a press confer
ence and met local dignitaries, including the 
mayor and ministers from Gujarat. After a 
similar stop in Delhi, Councilor Ward pro
ceeded to the World Hindu Conference in 
Kathmandu, Nepal.

British visitors Ward and Indran with film director Ramanand Sagar (far left). Councilor Ward meets the Indian press at the Bombay Sea Palace.
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Good News from the Legal Office
The pressure of the George vs. ISKCON  case has been 

w ith us for more than  a decade. M any thought th a t losing 

the case in  1983 signaled the demise of ISK C O N . B u ild 

ings and property of the Los Angeles temple (and the 

other temples involved) have been in receivership, m ak ing  

it  difficu lt to conduct business. Hundreds of thousands of 

dollars— money th a t could have been used to p r in t books—  

has been spent defending the case. The dign ity  of the 

movement was shaken, and m any devotees gave up hope 

of w inning.

After all that, the fact th a t four prom inent organiza

tions have come forward to offer amicus curiae briefs on 

our beha lf is encouraging. We now know there is a com

m un ity  of interest to back our religious freedom.

The ACLU , representing more than  a quarter-m illion 

Americans, is the nation ’s foremost organization dedicated 

to protecting the American Constitution and B ill of Rights. 

They have looked into  the Vaishnava religion and uphold 

our r igh t to pursue our faith .

They told the court: “The invocation of a supreme being, 

concern w ith death and reincarnation, im position of die

tary codes, partic ipation in  ind iv idua l and group worship 

and prayer, the doctrine of karm a, and the requirement 

th a t adherents engage in  m issionary evangelism place the 

In ternational Society for K rishna Consciousness belief 

system more than  comfortably w ith in  the lim its  of trad i

tional religions, and certainly w ith in  w hat has in  recent 

years been determ ined to be religious for free exercise 

purposes.”

These words of justice and tolerance are im p lic it in 

m any statements made throughout the four amicus curiae 

briefs.

We want to commend Am arendra dasa and the other 

devotees who worked diligently  for five years to pu ll the 

appeal together. We also recognize the groups who offered 

their support: the Society for the Scientific S tudy  of 

Religion; the Christian , Catholic, and H indu  organizations; 

and the Am erican C ivil Liberties Union.

The cooperation of the religious groups makes it  clear 

tha t although various religions worship God in  different 

modes, we a ll share a common cause. The Christians, 

Catholics, and H indus have made a strong case for 

ISK C O N , and for the ir own religious freedom as well.

In  a short tim e, George vs. ISKCON  w ill be heard in  a 

court o f appeal. After undergoing more than  a decade of 

legal persecution for our beliefs and practices, we now 

have hope th a t the prejudiced verdict handed down in  

1983 w ill be overturned.

Ham  R ad io

Dear Editors,
All glories to Anadi prabhu, who has 

stirred up the mind of a material scientist. 
I ’m referring to the messages sent by 
computer between Anadi and the engineer at 
the weapons plant [described in the March 
issue].

I ’ve thought a little about that too. A 
Vedic society would not develop these 
weapons; their mantras and the Lord’s help 
would suffice. Keeping life simple is an ideal 
that gives the best environment to realize that 
happiness is not present anywhere in this 
world. But as people turn away from God 
more and more, and turn to material desires 
for happiness, the inevitable result is a re
finement and perfection of material nature as 
it is today.

However, now that it exists it is true that 
the winning side of warring nations will be 
the most advanced at perfecting and using 
technology.

It can be said in an absolute sense that the 
scientist is wasting his time, as is everyone in 
the material world, but while we are here, we 
have to acknowledge the relative values of 
this world and relate to them accordingly and 
give credit where it is due.
Yours,
Subuddhi dasa 
Los Angeles, Calif.

D evo tee  L ife s ty le

To the Editor:
Regarding your interview with Hari- 

vilasa, i nouced tnat he mentions the phrase 
“mixed motives” several times. It would 
have been better if you could have explained 
that phrase, bccause that phrase alone has 
stirred up some strange lectures and weird 
vibes from other devotees.

Through the history of ISKCON, there 
has never been any kind of emphasis on 
family unity. Consequently we’ve seen 
many single mothers with children, much 
divorce, and fatherless children who do not 
get any protection. In addition, there is no 
coordination of householders who live out
side the temple.

Now that somebody is speaking to the 
married devotees with families, it seems that 
finally there is a channel for expressing our 
points of view. Not everybody has “mixed 
motives” or ulterior motives. For many it is 
just a desire to be able to take care of them
selves and their families financially, to not be 
dependent on someone else.

It is time to stop thinking that we live in 
a “closed circuit” situation. If there is no 
mature congregation of economically inde
pendent devotees with families, how will we 
be able to contribute to the programs estab
lished by Srila Prabhpuada?

The rebuilding of ISKCON and its nu
merous centers, especially in the U.S., 
should be inward (from the outside towards 
the inside), since many temples and their 
leaders may lack the resources and feedback 
necessary for the renewal.

The number of married devotees with 
children is a lot larger than it was seven years 
ago. Unfortunately many have abandoned us

completely, but it is never too late to invite 
them back. We must show them that our 
attitude towards married men has changed. 
The message should be, “ If you are respon
sible, honest, and economically independent, 
please come along. We appreciate your at
tendance and voluntary help.”
Sincerely,
Stutya dasa 
Renton, Washington

Dear Editors,
While I see much good sense in your 

interview with Hari-vilasa dasa, I found a 
couple of issues I feel bear more discussion.

I agree that we must always keep 
ISKCON’s real vocation—teaching Krishna 
Consciousness—at the center of our vision. 
ISKCON exists not to support us, but that we 
may support ISKCON. Thus, many house
holders work outside the movement pre
cisely to avoid draining temple resources. 
They see that they—not the temple—should 
support their families.

We respect those who are able to live 
simply enough that they can work full-time 
for the movement. But at the same time we 
should not disparage others whose circum
stances are different After all, most of those 
same devotees spent years living even more 
simply, working very hard to spread Krishna 
Consciousness.

Many want to (and often do) use their 
excess money to support ISKCON’s work, 
and look forward to resuming a more re
nounced, full-time preaching life when their 
children are grown.
Yours,
Babhru dasa 
San Diego, Calif.

C o rre ctio n
In the Feb. 1988 issue, we printed a three- 

paragraph article on what’s happening in 
Portugal. It was based on an informal con
versation with Mahadyuti dasa that took 
place when he visited Los Angeles in Janu
ary. After reading our report, which he didn’t 
know would be published, he has pointed out 
several mistakes. First, there was never a 
“ flourishing” preaching center in Lisbon. 
Rather he describes the former center as “a 
fledgling center that never really got off the 
ground.” Second, our article stated that “at 
times during the last several years” he was 
alone at the center. But in reality there was 
only “a period of a few weeks last year.” 
Lastly, we mentioned meetings with “sev
eral” government dignitaries; he points out 
that it was more accurately only a “ few.”

IWR regrets the errors, but hopes to hear 
more from Portugal in the near future.

Le tte r P o lic y

It is the policy of ISKCON World Review 
to allow fair representation for all view
points. We reserve the right to edit letters for 
brevity, however, because conciseness adds 
to the quality of the exchange and allows 
more readers to be heard. Care is taken not to 
change the intent of the writer.

IWR is published under the auspices of 
the ISKCON International Ministry of Pub
lic Affairs.
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Jayananda’s Appearance Day April 29

P s y c h o l o g i s t  E x p a n d s  A n a l y s i s  o f  D e v o t e e s

Psychologist Arnold Weiss recently pub
lished a paper that compares Hare Krishna 
devotees with psychiatric outpatients. He did 
this to examine the validity of the “brain
washing” and “dehabilitating personality 
changes” often associated with “cults.”

The paper, which appeared in Personality 
and Individual Differences in Great Britain, 
is based on his study on the Hare Krishna 
Movement in 1985. In that study, Dr. Weiss 
found that devotees have a strong compul- 
sivity trait in their personality. The term 
compulsivity, if not taken to an extreme, 
refers to people who are meticulous, highly 
organized, conscientious, and punctual.

In his latest paper. Dr. Weiss proves that 
while Hare Krishna devotees were high in 
compulsivity, psychiatric outpatients were 
more extreme and showed a pathological

compulsive personality disorder (as con
trasted with “trait”). Devotees scored in the 
normal range for emotional stability, while 
outpatients’ scores indicated emotional dis
turbance and personality problems. Devo
tees also showed higher energy levels, while 
outpatients showed lack of both enthusiasm 
and self-confidence.

The study further revealed that most 
psychiatric outpatients tend to be introverted 
“retreating into their own world, where they 
suffer less perceived rejection by others. 
Devotees showed higher scores in empathy 
and fell in the normal range of psychological 
adjustment, except for the compulsivity traiL

To obtain a copy of Dr. Weiss’s paper, 
send $4 ($3 for copyright fees, $1 photo
copying and postage) to: IWR, P.O. Box 
1487, Culver City, CA 90232 (S5 overseas.)

On May 5, 1977, four days after his 
38th birthday, Jayananda Prabhu passed 
away in his quarters at the Los Angeles 
temple. During his 10 years in ISKCON, 
Jayananda worked with untiring determi
nation. His accomplishments are innu
merable, but he is remembered for estab
lishing ISKCON’s Ratha-yatra festival.

Jayananda worked on the Los Angeles 
Ratha-yatra festival up to the last hours of 
his life, before being finally overcome by 
leukemia. Devotees who knew him also 
remember his humility and attitude of 
pure devotion.

Srila Prabhupada wrote, “ I am very 
proud that I had such a nice disciple. If 
possible Jayananda’s picture should be 
hung in the ratha of Lord Jagannatha, and 
in all of our temples a day may be set 
aside for holding a festival in his honor, 
just as we do on the disappearance day of 
other great Vaishnavas.”

Jayananda’s appearance day is the 
thirteenth day of the waxing moon in the 
month of Madhusudana, the day before 
the appearance of Lord Nrisimhadeva.

Devotees Attend Freedom Conference
DENVER, Colorado—Denver Temple 
President Anuttama dasa and Minister of 
Public Affairs Mukunda Goswami attended 
the First Amendment Congress here.

The purpose of the congress was to dis
cuss Constitutional freedoms and ethics in 
relation to the media. Colorado Governor 
Roy Romer opened the three-day meetings 
March 13. Participants included 250 mem
bers of the press, business community, civic 
and religious organizations, educators, lob
byists, and attorneys.

“We found out about the conference and 
decided to attend,” Mukunda Goswami said. 
“Freedom of religion and freedom of the 
press are vital issues to us, because we want 
to make sure ISKCON is treated fairly by the 
media and courts,” he said.

In a “Freedom of the Press” workshop, 
Anuttama participated in drafting a resolu
tion. ‘They were considering a proposal to 
encourage public officials to present their 
views through the media. We asked them to 
substitute the phrase ‘public figures’ in the 
resolution. The change, which was acccptcd, 
tends to include religious leaders as well as 
public officials,” Anuttama said.

Anuttama also added to a resolution

during a “Freedom of Religion” workshop. It 
was adopted, with their modifications, as fol
lows: “We affirm that within the context of 
an increasingly pluralistic society, we recog
nize and emphasize the First Amendment 
guarantee protecting freedom of conscience 
and faith for persons of all or no religious 
persuasions. To advance understanding 
among differing religious or non-religious 
viewpoints, without compromising them, we 
wish to encourage vigorous debate and study 
without emphasizing or endorsing one per
suasion over another.”

The First Amendment Congress, first 
held in 1979, is made up of 12 media organi
zations, including Associated Press, United 
Press International, the American Newspa
per Publishers Association, National Confer
ence of Editorial Writers, the National 
Newspaper Association, the Public Rela
tions Society of America, and the Radio 
Television News Directors Association. Its 
purpose is to strengthen and protect the First 
Amendment and to interpret it in the modem 
context. Resolutions from the congress arc 
published in book form, and are often cited 
in court cases that challenge First Amend
ment freedoms.

Devotees attend a workshop on religious freedom at the First Amendment Congress. 
Mukunda Goswami and Anuttama dasa are at far left, rear.

D I R E C T  L I N E
Each month, ISKCON World Review 

prints readers' comments and questions in 
the new Direct Line column. Replies are 
supplied by leading members of ISKCON. 
This month's Direct Line is about the Gov
erning Body Commission and its leadership 
role in ISKCON. Locanananda dasa of 
Brooklyn, NY, comments:

You say that Kirtanananda Swami does 
not believe the GBC to be fit to provide 
leadership for the movement. So I say the 
GBC should take this as a challenge without 
condemning the swami’s arrogance. Rising 
to the occasion, the GBC must now consoli
date its efforts by strongly establishing dy
namic preaching programs in the major cities 
of the world like New York, Los Angeles, 
Paris, London, and Mexico City, by re
emphasizing public congregational chant
ing, book distribution, free prasadam distri
bution, and brahminical training programs.

In order to inspire such preaching, I sug
gest that the North American GBC organize 
a national sankirtana festival to be held

annually, each year in a different zone, for 
the purpose of distributing Srila 
Prabhupada’s books.

Let us also organize an international as
sociation of Srila Prabhupada’s disciples, 
whereby the GBC may take advantage of the 
advanced realizations of many ISKCON 
men who are preaching actively all over the 
world.

Instead of looking for answers outside of 
our membership, we would do well to focus 
on bringing together the resources we have 
and learn to live together under one roof.

To give faith to the non-believers that the 
GBC can provide leadership and act as Srila 
Prabhupada’s mouthpiece should be the 
immediate goal of the GBC.

Mukunda Goswami, ISKCON Minister of 
Public Affairs, replies:

As a member of the GBC, I think that 
your point is well taken. The GBC should 
take Kirtanananda Swami’s criticism as a 
challenge to improve. However, I don’t think

we can ignore the swami’s arrogance. It was 
this very arrogance that formed the basis of 
his expulsion from ISKCON. I quote from 
the GBC resolution (which was reaffirmed at 
this year’s GBC meetings in Mayapur): 
“ Kirtanananda Swami... has systematically 
obscured and minimized His Divine Grace 
A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Srila Prabhu
pada’s pre-eminent position as the Founder- 
Acarya of ISKCON.”

I think your idea of an international asso
ciation of Srila Prabhupada’s disciples is a 
welcome suggestion. But it may be more 
beneficial to develop ISKCON as an organi
zation of Srila Prabhupada’s disciples that 
does not exclude other disciples.

Certainly Srila Prabhupada’s disciples 
can profit from associating exclusively with 
one another. But it is equally, if not more, 
important that we all associate together as 
one family, with Srila Prabhupada as our 
common father.

Leadership need not be restricted to GBC 
members, Srila Prabhupada disciples, or

devotees in official administrative positions. 
Srila Prabhupada often said that he wanted 
all his disciples to become pure devotees 
(and in today’s context I think we must 
consider that “his disciples” includes all his 
grand disciples, their future disciples, and on 
down the line).

This indicates that true leadership can 
manifest in any devotee, in terms of charac
ter and behavior, as well as in preaching 
potency and speciality. How inspired we 
were by Jayananda, who occupied no official 
position during most of his devotee life!

We can consider the meaning of leader
ship in terms of his excellent devotional 
qualities, his superb achievements in firmly 
establishing the San Francisco, New York, 
and Los Angeles Rathayatra Festivals, and 
the fact that Srila Prabhupada praised him 
during his life and canonized him after his 
departure.

The “next Jayananda” may well be a 
grand-or great-grand-disciple of Srila 
Prabhupada.
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C a licu t, K era la

popular mayavada impersonalist philosophy 
that dominates the region.

Teaching tools included Krishna con
scious videos, prasadam, and Srila 
Prabhupada’s books. Atma-tattva dasa of 
Mayapur gave most of the lectures. Eighty to 
100 people attended each day and offered 
positive feedback on comment cards at the 
end of the seven days. The seminar was held 
Jan. 25-31, 1988.

“Ultimately participants who enrolled 
thinking they would be trained in halha-yoga 
[exercise] went back beaming with a 
chanting mala ’round their necks, fully con
vinced that chanting Hare Krishna was the 
best yoga for this age,” Sarvaisvarya said. He 
called it “a grand success for our movement, 
fighting to establish itself amid innumerable 
malhas and religious organizations.”

* * *
Trivandrum devotees participated in a 

book fair in Kottayam, a Christian district in 
central Kerala. Despite the heavy concentra
tion of Christians at the fair, devotees sold 
many books. Sarvaisvarya said that Chris
tians, mainly heads of churches and students 
of theology, were their biggest customers.

Times of India coverage of a scholar who 
claims that the original Bhagavad-gita was 
only 84 verses sparked a reply from 
Bhaktivedanta Institute secretary Rasaraja 
dasa. The scholar, Mr. Sinha, said that the 
other 616 verses were added later “ to turn a 
great active, achievement-oriented people 
into passive, otherworldly men and women.” 
Sinha also claims that the Bhagavad-gita 
was written around 400 B.C. He said that 
Vyasa [author of the Vedas] based his work 
on the writings of Kapila and Patanjali [athe
istic philosophers],

Sinha said that after the Vedic period, 
Indian philosophers “did not accept the idea 
of a single, almighty deity.” He claims that 
such a concept was absent prior to 800 A.D. 
Theism was introduced through “corruption 
of thought aimed at making the Indian pas
sive, [to] accept foreign rule and colonial
ism, leave the fruits of this world to others, 
and make the natives focus on the world 
hereafter.” The article notes Sinha’s claim 
that his book could transform India into one 
of the most powerful and prosperous nations 
of the world.

Rasaraja defended the authenticity of 
Bhagavad-gita, stating that “All the achar- 
yas of this land including Shri Sankara- 
charya, Shri Ramanujacharya, and Shri 
Madhvacharya, have written bhashyas to the 
Gita and they have commented on all the 700 
verses. These acharyas, whose spiritual and 
scholarly credentials far outstrip Mr. 
Sinha’s, have accepted the Gita in its entirety 
as spoken by Lord Krishna.”

Rasaraja also noted the Hindu timetable, 
which places the battle of Kurukshetra, 
where Gila was spoken, just before the 
beginning of the present Kali-yuga, about 
5,080 years ago, not in 400 B.C.

He said, “equating mysticism with super
stition or hinting that the Gita propagates 
passivity and corruption of thought, is ex
tremely unfortunate and unsubstantiated.” 
He points out that after hearing it “ Arjuna 
did not lapse into passivity but fought, now 
not out of personal considerations, but for 
Krishna.”

The Krishna Deity and New Year's Day gathering in Manama, Bahrain.

The Trivandrum Hare Krishna temple 
recently held a seven-day seminar on 
Bhagavad-gita entitled, “Yoga for the Mod
em Age.” According to Temple President 
Sarvaisvarya dasa, the course was meant to 
attract the “nine-to-five working man in 
Kerala.”

“ It was designed with the local people in 
mind—to break all the popular fallacies that 
abound,” Sarvaisvarya said. He refers to the

Visitors browse through BBT books at a book fair in a Christian district of Kerala.
An ISKCON Bhagavad-gita seminar for 
Kerala businessmen.

All devotees are invited to join the first 
American Pada-yatra festival, tenatively 
scheduled for June, 1988. According to An
thony Ellis, an aspiring disciple of Loka- 
natha Swami, it will travel south along the 
Pacific Coast Highway from San Francisco 
to San Diego. Devotees will walk, chanting 
Hare Krishna and holding festivals in cities 
along the way.

The Indian Pada-yatra began in Dvaraka 
in SepL 1984. The parade of elephants, dcvo-

II

tees, and bullock carts bearing the Deities of 
Sri Sri Gaura-Nitai and Srila Prabhupada is 
still underway. The U.S. version will not 
have bullock carts—or any kind of carts—to 
avoid added legal problems. Anthony reports 
that Lokanatha Swami, organizer of the In
dian Pada-yatra, will arrive in America soon 
to oversee final preparations.

Editor's note: Financial help, vehicles, 
and cooking and camping equipment are 
urgently needed. Anyone who wants to help 
in some way or participate in the festival may 
write to: U.S. Pada-yatra, 3764 Watseka 
Ave., Los Angeles, CA 90034.

M anam a, B ah ra in

Srila Prabhupada taught that Krishna 
Consciousness would spread to every coun- 
*-y in the world. One example that seems to 
:rify his prediction is the congregation in 

' ahrain. This small country in the Persian 
iulf was first visited by devotees in the early 

part of this decade. They introduced 
ISKCON and Srila Prabhupada at that time 
and there arc many Indian nationals living 
there who have continued to practice.

News correspondent Vipin Dhawan, who 
has been a Vaishnava all his life, sends news 
of preaching activities in Bahrain, including 
the local newsletter, Prakash Stambha. 
Vipin meets with other devotees to hear and 
chant He recently sent photos of a gathering 
held on New Year’s Day, 1988.

Srila Prabhupada’s original English edi
tion of Srimad-Bhagavatam has just been 
reprinted by the Bhaktivedanta Book Tnist. 
Formerly available in 30 volumes, the new 
set is just 12 books.

Most of the cantos are contained in one 
book each. New indexes and glossaries were 
produced; otherwise the books are the same. 
Naresvara dasa of the Australian BBT con
ceived of and financed the project. Produc
tion was done in Miami Beach, Florida.

Five thousand sets (60,000 books) were 
printed in Singapore and shipped to Austra
lia and America for distribution. The new set 
was offered to Srila Prabhupada at the 
Mayapur festival in March.

An inmate at the Memphis Federal Prison 
has become a devotee and regularly leads 
kirtana at the prison chapel. In addition, he 
chants 40 rounds and studies Srila 
Prabhupada’s books every day. Bhakta Steve 
Szili has a collection of devotional parapher
nalia, including a drum, books, and Deities 
sent to him by devotees he corresponds with.

“ I am so thankful that I have had a change 
in heart, although my real test will be when 
I get out,” Steve said in a letter to IWR. Right 
now his plans are to move to the ISKCON 
community near Washington, D.C., and 
study agriculture. He has been in contact 
with Rupanuga dasa, GBC and president of 
the Potomac temple.

Up to 10 people attend Steve’s programs, 
and he said, “The chaplain commented yes
terday that our kirtana sounded greaL” Steve 
requests books (especially Spanish books) 
for other inmates. Write to Steve Szili, P.O. 
Box 34550, Memphis Unit Memphis, TN 
38184-0050.
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Radha-devi dasi of Denver, Colorado, 
recently started a vegetarian catering busi
ness and says, “All of a sudden I ’m 
swamped!” Two local health food stores are 
making regular orders for her samosas, lasa- 
gna, potato salad, and bread. Radha dasi 
plans to move to nearby Boulder in April, but 
in the meantime she says of her catering 
endeavor, “ It’s ecstatic to see prasadam 
distributed.”

*  *  *

Facts for You is a monthly business 
magazine, bringing news of industry and the 
rupee to India’s businessmen. The magazine 
also carries a monthly column by Dhanur- 
dhara Swami, a teacher at ISKCON’s 
Vrindavana gurukula. A photo of him in his 
sannyasi robes appears each month with his 
article.

Dhanurdhara Swami brings the ancient 
message of Bhagavad-gita As It Is to the 
high-tech business world. For example, his 
February 1988 column begins, “A top West
ern Indologist refused to accept the existence 
of God, simply on the basis that his country’s 
astronauts had not seen Him.”

*  *  *
Syamasundara dasa’s astrological ca

reer began when he joined the Bhaktivedanta 
Insitute in 1978. After reading about astrol
ogy in Caitanya-caritamrta, he became in
terested in developing a computer program 
for Vedic astrology. As he said, “Most 
people shy away from astrology because of 
the mathematics, especially when cloaked 
with Sanskrit terminology.” Computers, he 
says, reduce the amount of work involved.

After leaving the BI, Syamasundar stud
ied astrology in south India. In 1982 the GBC 
asked him to develop a computer program to

generate a Vaishnava calendar.
In 1986, Matrix Software became 

interested in Syamasundar’s computer 
program. In Jan. 1987, he moved to Grand 
Rapids, Michigan, to develop his soon-to- 
be-released software. He is stirring up 
interest in Vedic astrology in the U.S., and 
last August organized a conference attended 
by astrologers from all over North America.

Syamasundara reports that the astrologer 
who did the Brighu-samhita reading for 
ISKCON, Surendra Kumar Jain, has become 
an ISKCON Life Member. At the time of the 
reading, Syamasundara gave Surendra a set 
of Srila Prabhupada’s books and taught him 
how to chant

‘This was a big step, because he was a 
Jain,” Syamasundara said. Recently Suren
dra helped ISKCON acquire six acres of land 
from the Karnataka government.

Editor's note: This year the GBC con
firmed that the Gaudiya Matha calendar 
would be the official calendar for all 
ISKCON centers worldwide. IWR hopes to 
print the dates as soon as they are available.

*  *  *
Dallas devotees Yudhisthira dasa and Jay- 
anti-devi dasi reached what they called “a 
milestone in the acceptance of the Hare 
Krishna Movement” this year. The Dallas In
dependent School District invited them to 
represent the Indian community in a reli
gious task force to study school prayer and 
other First Amendment issues. The Baptist, 
Catholic, Jewish, Lutheran, and Muslim 
faiths are also represented.

*  *  *
After less than three months in Monrovia, 

Liberia, Jyotir dasa and Arjuna dasa have 
succeeded in registering the Society. Liberia

is the oldest country in West Africa.
In January, the Liberian Minister of In

formation received a set of Srila 
Prabhupada’s books. He immediately 
scanned through and focused his attention on 
a verse in the Bhagavad-gita. According to 
Jyotir, “ He became so inspired that he con
tinuously shook our hands to express his 
appreciation.”

The meeting was broadcast on TV that 
night and picked up by the major national 
newspaper the next day. A half-page story of 
the incident appeared with a picture of Jyotir 
presenting the books. According to Jyotir, 
books have been donated to other organiza
tions with a positive response.

*  *  *
The Dallas Morning News recently ran a 

story about Sunanda dasa, head cook at 
Kalachandji’s Restaurant. A color picture of 
Sunanda, seated before the altar in the Dallas 
temple, appears on the front page of the 
paper’s food section.

The Feb. 28 article explains that Sunanda 
began his cooking career in a six-by-six-foot 
kitchen in the back of a bus (the Radha- 
Damodara traveling party, 1975-76). The 
article includes five recipes from the Hare 
Krishna Book of Vegetarian Cooking, by 
Adiraja dasa.

The other major Dallas paper, the Times 
Herald, printed an inspirational message 
submitted by temple public affairs 
representative Yudhisthira dasa. The mes
sage is a verse from Bhagavad-gita giving 
the peace formula (Bg. 5.29).

*  *  *
Please send stories to: IWR, P.O. Box 

148/.CulverCity,CA90232. Include black- 
and-white photos if possible.

Krishna Comic Books
The first of a series of Krishna comic 

books is now in print. With artwork and 
text by Jadurani-devi dasi, the full-color 
book begins from the birth of Lord 
Krishna. The next installment already in 
the works, covers Krishna’s pastimes up 
to the killing of the evil King Kamsa. The 
comic books are based on the writings of 
Srila Prabhupada. For more information 
contact CIVA, 2445 Collins Ave., Miami 
Beach, FL 33140; (305) 531-0331. Jadurani-devi dasi. Two panels from the new comic book.

Bangladesh:
Preaching Strong in 
Vaishnava Holy Land

Bangladesh, adjoining West Bengal, was 
once known as East Bengal. It is a holy land 
for Gaudiya Vaishnavas, being the birth
place of many saints. Poverty, political up
heaval, and natural disasters have plagued 
the country since the British colonial period, 
and especially since the partition of Pakistan 
from India.

Despite these obstacles, ISKCON 
(known locally as the Chaitanya Cultural 
Society) has maintained a center in the capi
tal city of Dhaka for the last decade. A trav
eling festival party, led by Sarvaksa dasa, 
traverses the rough terrain to bring books, 
kirtana.japa beads, and prasadam to remote 
parts of he country. Due to the influence of 
the traveling party, entire villages have 
become nama-hatta centers, or cities dedi
cated to chanting the holy name.

ASKAR, Bangladesh—This tiny village in 
the Barisal District of Bangladesh is an un
likely place to hold a party for 20,000 people. 
However, on Feb. 6, 7, and 8, a festival of 
kirtana, lectures, and ISKCON cinema at
tracted such crowds. According to a report 
from Sarvaksa dasa, 2,000 attended the first 
night, 10,000 the second, and 20,(XX) the 
third night.

Hearing of the gathering, Bangladesh 
Textile Minister Shri Sunil Kumar Gupta 
telephoned Askar to find out more. He asked 
the devotees to extend the program one more 
night. Then he and his wife left their Dhaka 
home and headed for Askar. That night
50,000 people attended.

Mr. Gupta addressed the crowd, saying 
he had never in his life seen so many people 
gathered for a religious purpose.

Next, Mr. K. B. Roy Chowdury, 
continued on page 7

Sarvaksa dasa presents a set of books 
to Bangladesh Textile Minister Gupta.

Long Island ISKCON SeeksTemple President
Generous Annual Compensation Package Including 
Salary, Bonus, Health Insurance and Other Benefits 

Qualified Candidates Please Inquire Immediately 
by Contacting Adarsi Dasa:

(516) 785-1330 Day (516) 867-0346 Night

Send Resume and Five ISKCON References to: 

ISKCON 
197 South Ocean Ave. 
Freeport, NY 11520

r

Subscribe to the ISKCON World Review
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Video Music Lessons

Bangladeshi rhythm masters demonstrate and 
explain the art and science of playing the 
mridanga drum. 110 min.

Harmonium
Nine lessons by Vyasaki dasa, from rudimen
tary scales to progressively more intncate exer
cises. Will have you playing the bhajanas of the 
acharyas. 90 min.
Each tape only $9.95. Buy both and 42 min. of 
Sunanda dasa playing famous Vishnujana-style 
harmonium will be added to your tapes. Calif, 
res. add 6.5% sales tax. All orders add $3.50 
shipping/handling for one tape, $5.50 for two 
Offer expires 6/15/88.

I TV  Productions 
P.O. Box 1015 

Culver City, CA 90232 
_________ Tel.: (213) 559-7670

WANTED

Help wanted—Salaried positions open immedi
ately: Sales, Driver, Bookkeeper. Call Adarsi 
dasa 1 -800-3314593 (outside N. Y.) or (516) 785- 
1330 (in N.Y.). Bonsai Designs, 1862 Newbridge 
Rd., N. Bellmore, NY 11710.

Devotees needed in small preaching center in 
Monterrey, Mexico. Join our ecstatic preaching 
programs—good P.R. in newspapers, TV, school 
engagements, book distribution, etc., just 50 
minutes from Dallas, Texas. Contact Hare 
Krishna dasa, c/o ISKCON, Zaragoza 1007, Nte. 
Zona Centro, Monterrey, Mexico.

Did you find your letter missing in Prabhupada’s 
letters books? If so, don’t miss out on having it 
preserved and included in the next edition. Send a 
copy to Bhaktivcdanta Archives, P.O. Box 34453, 
Los Angeles, CA 90034.

Seeking devotees to help start prcaching hermit
age in Pacific Northwest supported by self-suffi
cient gardening, Vaishnava sariga, and Krishna’s 
mercy. Contact Nrsimha dasa, P.O. Box 1056, 
Bcllville, TX 77418 (409) 865-2086.

Wanted: ISKCON brahmacaris—Long Island 
temple will provide free airfare and assistance in 
acquiring green card to any qualified brahmacari 
desiring full-time service in USA. 18-month 
commitment required. Reply by mail with three 
ISKCON references to: Adarsi dasa, ISKCON 
Long Island, 197 S. Ocean Ave., Freeport, NY 
11520.

Crime prevention program: “Kirtana-rasa is the 
safest situation within this material world.” Ask
ing for any extra transcendental literature for 
program's book distribution! Also welcome 
views and ideas on anti-crime to consider for 
monthly newsletter. Write lo Lilamohan dasa, c/o 
Kirtan Center, P.O. Box 93627, Cleveland, OH 
44101.

Urgently needed—Sincere, enthusiastic devo
tees to help with important service to Srila 
Prabhupada. Enter hand written corrections to 
complete the transcriptions of Prabhupada’s 
tapes—more than 3,000 morning walks, room 
conversations, lectures, etc. Personal computer 
required. Call Ekanatha or Ranjhit at (213) 559- 
2143 or write to: Bhaktivcdanta Archives, P.O. 
Box 34453, Los Angeles, CA 90034.

Long Island ISKCON seeks Temple President. 
Generous annual compensation package includ
ing salary, bonus, health insurance, and other 
benefits. Qualified candidates please inquire 
immediately by contacting Adarsi dasa: (516) 
785-1330 day; (516) 867-0346 night. Send res
ume and five ISKCON references to: ISKCON, 
197 South Ocean Ave., Freeport, NY 11520.

Wanted—Live-in assistant needed for ISKCON 
Public Affairs Ministry headquarters. Should 
know how to type. Apply by mail only. Send de
tails to Mukunda Goswami, ISKCON Director of 
Public Affairs, c/o ISKCON, 1030 Grand Ave., 
San Diego, CA 92109.

Srlmad-Bhagavatam 8.2 needed. Will pay $5- 
$10. Contact ÍW R  office (213) 839-0903.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Help relieve the world’s suffering. Join the 
Prabhupada's Books Project, P.O. Box 11216, 
Dallas, TX 75223.

Your Vedic Horoscope calculated and sent to 
you free! Just send an index card with your name, 
date—place—and exact time of birth, along with 
a SASE to: ARIA, 9715 Venice Blvd., Suite 6, 
Los Angeles, CA 90034.

Advertise in the ISKCON World Review, the only 
publication mailed to every center worldwide.

SALES/SERVICES

Srila Prabhupada’s Srimad-Bhagavatam.
Complete sets. S75 each plus shipping. (502) 432- 
2680.

Candle factory apparatus: two elements, vats, 
molds, wax, dyes, wicks, scents, carving tools, 
etc. $600 obo. Contact Nri Hari dasa, 2120 Derby 
Ave., Capilola, CA 95010. Tel.: (408) 462-1143.

Krishna-, Chaltanya-, and Prabhupada-lila T- 
shirts and puzzles. Many other New Age designs. 
Free catalog. Sccta-Rama Transfers, P.O. Box 
228, Dept. I, Badger. CA 93603.

C la s s i f ie d  A d  P r ic e s

$.50 per word for a regular listing; 

$.75 per word for boxed listing. 

Send your ad with payment to: 

IWR Classified Ads,

P.O. Box 1487,

Culver City, CA 90232 USA

D is p la y  A d s

Call or Write for Rates.

A d  S a le s  O p p o r t u n i t ie s

Earn 25% commission and help 

expand the IWR.

Phone (213) 839-0903 for info.

P r a b h u p a d a ’s  B o o k s

Caitanya-caritamrta.
One full set, large 17-vol. edition, 

in very good condition.

$100 plus postage.

Tel.: (213) 839-0903

G o u r  T rav e ls

Domestic & International Travelers 

India— Europe— Far East 

Prassannatma dasa 

1135 Opal St.

San Diego, CA 92109 

(619) 272-9792 or 

(800) 777-4313 

Professional service 

at no extra cost.

Om ajnana timirandasya . . . Leam what revi
sions went into the new edition of Bhagavad-gila 
As It Is., published by the Bhaktivedanta Book 
Trust. Send for copies of correspondence by edi
tor Jayadvaita Swami, explaining the changes. $1 
for photocopying and postage c/o IWR, P.O. Box 
1487, Culver City, CA 90232. ($2 overseas.)

“ Festival of the Holy Name”—The eternal Holy 
Name in flowing melodies, accompanied by tradi
tional and contemporary instruments. 90 minute 
stereo cassette, $4.95. Touchstone Productions, 
P.O. Box 11066, State College, PA 16805.

Vedic Astrologer: Consult Syamasundara dasa, 
Jyotish Siromani, over 10 years experience. So
phisticated Vedic astrological software available 
for IBM compatibles. Send Self-Addressed 
Stamped Envelop« to SRIVAS, 4255 LBJ Free
way, Suite 114, Dallas, TX 75244.

Vedic-style altar—36"x36" base by 32" high. 
Call Acyuta at (714) 531-8262.

Transcendental Cassettes! Over 208 rare 
tapes—specializing in Vishnujana, Music of In
dia, New Age, and Children’s. Free List. $1 sam
pler tapes. Mahi Barta, P.O. Box 228, Badger, CA 
93603.

Typesetting and graphic arts production by 
Rama Graphics—high quality, low cost, and 
devotion. Phone (213) 202-1260 for a quote on

NATURE CURES ALL ILLS
Toe International Institute of 

Mahayoga and Natural Hygiene

Still preserves the ancient Indian Natu
ral Healing sciences in pure form. 
Thousands have been cured of even 
the most complicated physical and 
mental diseases through its:

your next pamphlet, newsletter, or book.

K r is h n a u t ix  B h a k t i R o c k

Nine hits on stereo Dolby B tape; 

lyrics inc. $6 (non-U.S. $7) to: 

Titiksava Karunika dasa 

724-13th St.

Manhattan Beach, CA 90266 

Tel.: (213) 545-5704

1. Consultation services
2. Training courses
3. Publications

For details contact the Director: 
Dr. Arun Sharma M.I.I.N.T., N.D. 

Telephone: (305) 673-2681 
1521 Michigan Ave.

Miami Beach, FL 33139

HEAR FROM THE SOURCE
• Full set of 711 Prabhupada lecture tapes only $ 1,395

• Single lecture tapes $2.50 ea. (order by master catalog code#) • $2.25 ea. over 100 tapes 
• Original unedited bhajanas-50% never before released (35 C-90’s) $85 

• Nectar of Devotion Series (15 tapes) $37.50 • Lord Kapila Series (21 tapes) $52.50 
• Queen Kunti Series (14 tapes) $35 • Yoga System Series (7 tapes) $17.50

• Original Krishna Book dictation tapes (33 tapes) $75
• Master catalog $5 (refunded upon order of 20 tapes)

Books: • Letters from Srila Prabhupada (6,300 letters; 
five 680-page hardbound volumes) $125 postpaid 

• Wholesale rates available

Full Sets: • Small (Singapore) Srimad-Bhagavatam edition $125 
Please include the following postage (Letters books excepted) with your U.S. order of $2-25: $2; 
$26-100: $5; $101-500: $10; $501-2,000: $20; outside U.S. add 20% to total cost of the order. 
Send Postal Money Order, Cashiers Check, or Bank Draft only. Non-U.S.orders—make sure that 
the bank from which you buy your Cashiers Check has a branch or affiliation in the U.S.

The Bhaktivedanta Archives & Tape Ministry
P.O . Box 34453, Los Angeles, CA 90034 Tel.: (213) 559-2143

$$ Sri Gauranga Puri
An ecstatic community of devotees dedicated 
to Sri Panca-tattva, Srila Prabhupada's book 
distribution, prasadam distribution, and fulfilling 
the prediction of making Laguna Beacn the 
Western world s first Krishna conscious city. 

Needed
Cooks, Book Distributors, Prasadam Distribu
tors, College Preachers

Additional Benefits
• All devotees included in managerial decisions
• Proposed medical and security plan

Call Bada Haridas at (714) 497-7324 or write to 
ISKCON Laguna 
285 Legion St.

Laguna Beach, CA 92651

Free 
Counseling Service

Please call

1 - 3 0 5 - 2 8 5 - 0 1 1 1»MIKi
• Personal Problems

• C h ild  Guidance 

•Advice for Temple Managers

This service is offered from 

one devotee to another. It is 

not connected to an official or 

ministry of ISKCON. There is 

no cost to you but the phone 

call.
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ISKCON's Chittagong temple marks the birthplace of 
Pundarik Vidyanidhi, guru of Gadadhara Pandita.

In Askar, Nityananda-prana dasa and Sarvaksa en
courage the crowd to chant.

Bangladesh
continued from page 5

president of ISKCON Bangladesh, said he hoped that more 
foreign ISKCON devotees would come to Bangladesh to 
inspire the local Hindus. He said, “The cause of world 
distress is due to forgetfulness of our Krishna Consciousness. 
So through ISKCON it is possible to establish real 
friendship.”

After the program, Minister Gupta met with the ISKCON 
devotees. He thanked them and asked that they continue 
holding similar festivals throughout the country. He asked 
them to build a temple in the area and donated funds.

Attending the program were Sarvaksa dasa of New Zeal
and, Phanisvar dasa of Germany, and Krishna-kirtan and 
Nityananda-prana of Bangladesh. Spccial guest Shri Nakul 
Kumar Biswas joined the bhajanas. He is a well-known radio 
and TV artist in Dhaka.

* * *
DHAKA, Bangladesh—The Dhaka Gaudiya Matha temple 
was the site of a three-day festival for Bhaktisiddhanta Saras- 
vati Goswami, Feb. 8, 9, and 10. Krishna-kirtana dasa, Ni
tyananda-prana dasa, and Sarvaksa dasa performed Padavali 
Kirtana, songs about the pastimes of Lord Chaitanya. The

Sarvaksa dasa cooks for Muni Maharaja at the 
100,000 in Chittagong. Dhaka Gaudiya Math.

temple was donated to the Gaudiya Matha by a king many 
years ago. Srila Prabhupada predicted that someday the 
management of the temple would be passed on to ISKCON.

* * *
CHITTAGONG, Bangladesh—Another ISKCON temple is 
situated at Chittagong. It is managed by Nistula dasa, origi
nally from Canada, and marks the birthplace of the Vaish- 
nava acharya Pundarik Vidyanidhi. Nistula acquired the 
property in 1983 after two years of endeavor. He approached 
the owners, the Pundarik Dham Sriti Samsad Committee, 
and said that ISKCON would pay to reconstruct a temple on 
the site. The committee accepted and donated the land. 
ISKCON constructed that temple, plus two more temples 
dedicated to other associates of Lord Chaitanya.

Now every year during the appearance-day festival of 
Pundarik Vidyanidhi, people come from all over India and 
Bangladesh. This year the festival was held Jan. 23-25, and 
ISKCON devotees fed 100,000 people during the three days.

The temple has been maintained by donations from indi
viduals, especially Bhakta Barry from New Zealand, who 
wants to see the holy sites of Bangladesh reconstructed.

Krishna-kirtana dasa and Duki Krishna dasa published a 
book about the holy site called Mahaprabhu Sri Krsna 
Caitanya. The Bcngali-languagc book tells the history of 
Pundarik Vidyanidhi, Vasudeva Datta, and Mukunda Datta.

Krishna-kirtana dasa (left ) and famous Bangladesh 
singer Nakul Kumar Biswas sing bhajanas in Askar.

George vs. ISKCON
continued from page 1

In court, Robin said she was never physically restrained, 
confined, or threatened with force at any time. Furthermore, 
she admitted that she adopted Krishna Consciousness pursu
ant to a genuine religious conversion.

Nevertheless, the jury awarded Robin S I.5 million for 
false imprisonment, plus another $15 million in punitive 
damages for false imprisonment against all defendants. The 
original award for punitive damages topped $29 million, 
which, ISKCON lawyers pointed out, “evidences the jury’s 
desire to crush the Krishna Consciousness religion.” 

Anticult psychologist Margaret Singer and a colleague. 
Dr. Sydney Smith, supported the brainwashing theory in 
court. According to Amarendra, the Georges have “backed 
away” from the brainwashing argument in writing their brief. 
‘That was probably their fatal mistake,” Amarendra said. 
“Without that they don’t really have a case. They are now 
saying that Robin was young and naive, and being persuaded 
by the devotees, she was unwilling to return to her folks.” 

Amarendra expects that the appeal court will hear oral 
arguments in the case sometime this summer or fall. He 
predicts that the judges will have a verdict by the end of
1988.

SUMMARY OF AMICUS CURIAE BRIEFS

The American Civil Liberties Union defended 
ISKCON’s religious liberties under the First Amendment. 
They contended that “permiting this judgment to stand will 
invite additional suits by disaffected former church mem
bers, simply because they no longer hold the same religious 
belief, and will severely chill all religious organizations that
seek new followers___The First Amendment requires more
breathing space for religious practices than the lower courts 
provided in this action.”

ISKCON’s authenticity was defended by the Vishwa

Hindu Parishad of America (World Hindu Assembly), the 
Saiva Siddhanta Church, the Society for the Advancement of 
Vedic Culture, Hinduism Today newspaper, and the Vedic 
Cultural Society. They stated that not only were ISKCON’s 
rights abridged, but all Hindus’ rights were infringed upon by 
the judgment.

They argue that Margaret Singer “ testified critically with 
respect to particular beliefs and practices of Hinduism/Hare 
Krishna,” and they stated that her testimony “ reflects igno
rance of and/or disrespect for religion in general, and Hindu
ism in particular, and cannot be reconciled with the guarantee 
of religious freedom.”

The Southern California Ecumenical Council, the Na
tional Council of Churches of Christ in the USA, and the 
Catholic League for Religious and Civil Rights wrote a joint 
brief. They criticized the court’s verdict that a genuine reli
gious conversion could be labeled “brainwashing.”

They objected to the court’s finding that “ religious ritu
als, daily activities and 
teachings of the Appellants 
(such as charitable solicita
tion meditation and chant
ing, observing dietary rules, 
and belief in an afterlife) 
themselves constitute a form 
of mental ‘false imprison
ment.’ ”

They said the testimony 
is “fraught with danger in its 
potential for utilization in 
the suppression—if not out
right destruction—of the 
fundamental right of reli
gious bodies to share their 
religious teachings with oth
ers, and the equally funda
mental right of the people to 
pursue, join, and practice the 
religion of their choice.”

They stated: “ In our constitutional order the courts arc not 
allowed to test the truth or falsity of religious beliefs. On this 
ground alone, the judgment should be reversed.”

The final brief was submitted by the Society for the 
Scientific Study of Religion and supported by 17 indepen
dent scholars. The SSSR is a non-profit, scientific and pro
fessional organization dedicated to the scientific study of re
ligious phenomena. The SSSR brief is co-sponsored by 17 
independent scholars, America’s leading experts on new re
ligious movements. They include authors, professors, psy
chologists, and mental health professionals.

The main issue addressed in the SSSR brief is whether 
Margaret Singer’s testimony should have been admitted by 
the trial court. The brief argues that “expert testimony” by 
such anticult psychologists misleads the court. It says, “Tes
timony of a prejudicial nature should not be allowed, espe
cially where it is not accepted by the vast majority of scholars 
in a given field.”

Nalini’s Astrological Services
• Charts, Interpretation, 

Advice, Predictions by 
Nalinikantha Dasa, Reputed 
ISKCON Astrologer. $25— 
$100

• New Book on Vedic 
Astrology for Beginners or 
Advanced Students. $12 
Postpaid U.S.

• Beautiful Weekend Retreat 
on the River at Sequoia 
National Park. Room, 
Prasadam, and Astrological 
Reading $108.

• Matchmaking Services (by 
Popular Demand)— 
Registration $35. 
Compatible, Devotional 
Connections Supplied.

Tom Hopke (Nalini), P.O. Box 34125, Los Angeles, CA 90034
Tel.: (213) 558-4366
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SAMPLE
Sri Valm iki’s  BOOK  . . .

RAMAYANA
A Dramatic Narration w ith M usic on 10 Audio-cassettes 

by Amala-bhakta Dasa

for only $ 1 . 0 0

Perhaps you've seen this RAMA
YANA ad several times and have been 
thinking about ordering a set. But you 
still haven’t made up your mind be
cause you’re not sure you'll like it. True, 
your satisfaction is guaranteed; but if 
you ordered it and for some reason it 
didn’t live up to expectations, you 
wouldn't want to waste your valuable 
time returning it—wrapping, writing 
stamping and posting it—would you?
Of course not 

Well, now you can sample it with vir
tually no risk at all. Just send us $1.00 
(plus shipping) and we'll send you one 
complete 92 min. high quality BASF 
cassette.* It will contain one of the most 
suspenseful, entertaining, and adven-

"krIshnTPRO DUCTIO N S^ “ oTcTdlfTAve.“ )ept.!wr"2“ los Angele" ^ 90034
O Yes. Ill try ¡1! Send sample Ramayana cassette at $1.00. $

Shipping and handling in U.S. $ 1 00 
Non-U.S. shipping & handling air mail: $2.50 (U.S. funds only) __

turesome pastimes of the entire 15- 
hour series. If, after hearing it, you still 
don't wish to order the set—-for what
ever reason—then don't. Just keep the 
tape and enjoy it. But if you do want to 
order, then you'll send us the balance 
due for the 9 remaining 92 min. cas
settes—$38.50 (plus shipping). It's 
that simple.

So why not take advantage of this 
offer now—while it lasts? You and your 
family will experience one of the most 
captivating, entertaining recordings 
imaginable—with its multiple-voice 
characterizations, Indian mood music, 
and realistic sound effects. Surely, it’s 
worth a dollar to try. Isn't it?

'Limited to one per customer.

□ I’m already convinced! Send ____set(s) of 10 cassettes at $39 50
Shipping & handling in U.S.
Non-U.S air mail: add 30%: surface: 15% (U.S. funds only)
Calif, residents add 6-1/2% sales tax

2.00

Enclosed is my check___  M.O. _ Send to: TOTAL $
Name Address

______________ City_________________ Stale
[ ] Please send free catalog ot other dramatic recordings

ZIP. Country

Books, Videos, Tapes, & More
—All from One Source—

S a v in g s  and  C o n ve n ie n ce — C all To ll-Free D ay or N igh t

1-800-553-8298 [in Mississippi call (601) 445-2222]
• Small Singapore Srimad-Bhagavatam • Ramayana or Krishna Book Narra- 
Sets—30 Hard Vol’s. $99 tions-Ten 92-Minute Tapes—$39.50

’ Prabhupada Letters (5 Vol’s, 6,300 • Many Vaishnava Publications on All 
Letters)—$125 postpaid Topics, Astrology, Ayurveda, Etc.

1 Asst. Prabhupada Lectures, Bhajans, • Prabhupada Videos, Including 30 

Kirtans-$4; Prabhupada T-Shirts-$8 Hrs. Unedited, Unreleased Films 
Plus much more—call to get on our mailing list. We ship UPS COD within 24 hours.

Vedic River Devotional Supplies
—Subsidiary of Old South Vedic Society—

P.O. Box 127, Washington, MS 39190 USA

The International Society for 
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ISKCON Temple Reports 
on Meatout Day Success
Washington, D.C.: Apurva dasa catcrcd the 
FARM dinner, held on Capital Hill. San Di
ego: A festival in Balboa Park attracted 
many, and turned a former foe into a friend.. 
Los Angeles: Devotees chanted in front of 
McDonalds, at the invitation of the Southern 
California Vegetarian Association. Dallas 
and Seattle held special Sunday events at the 
temple. Boise, Boston, Denver, Laguna 
Beach, Philadelphia and others celebrated 
at the Sunday feast. See stories inside.

Nrsimhadeva at the San Diego Meatout.

MELBOURNE—The devotees’ giant 
swan won the Premier of Victoria’s prize 
for excellence of design and craftsmanship 
in the grand parade of the 1988 Moomba 
Festival.

The float carried Radha and Krishna 
with the gopis and cowherd boys, all 
dressed in hand-crafted costumes. Prahlada 
Simpson, whose EM I record about the 
Soviet Krishnas topped the Aussie charts

last year, played Krishna.
Following the Moomba Festival’s B i

centennial theme, “Great Australian 
Achievements,” the entry was entitled 

continued on page 3
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Devotees Meet King of Nepal
at World Hindu Conference

Hare Krishna Float Takes Prize in Moomba Parade

KATHMANDU, Nepal—Nepalese King 
Birendra inaugurated the annual World 
Hindu Conference. When the conference 
was over he received books from Hare 
Krishna devotees.

Vishva Hindu Parishad organizes the 
World Hindu Conference, held March 
25-27. It is the annual meeting of all Hindu 
branches, attended this year by 6,000 dele
gates, representing more than one billion 
Hindus in 40 countries.

Gopal Krishna Goswami, GBC secretary 
for western India, met the king on the last 
day of the conference. During the meeting, 
the queen recalled her visit to ISKCON 
centers in England. The Maharani of Gwalia, 
Vijay Rani Sindhya, a friend of both King 
Birendra and ISKCON, told the king, “We 
should never let this temple [the Manor] 
close down.” King Birendra receives the 
ISKCON World Review monthly.

Other ISKCON devotees attending the 
conference were Jayapataka Swami, 
ISKCON GBC representative for eastern 
India; Mahavisnu Swami, regional secretary 
for ISKCON Nepal; and Trikalajna dasa, 
community affairs director at Bhaktivcdanta 
Manor.

At the conference ISKCON representa
tives appealed to the world’s Hindu leaders 
to help save Bhaktivcdanta Manor. Speaking 
on behalf of ISKCON at the general meeting 
was Councilor Frank Ward of Britain’s 
Hertsmere Borough Council. Ward had been 
traveling in India to rally support for Bhakti
vcdanta Manor and stopped in Nepal on his 
way back to England. This was the first time 
in history that an Englishman has addressed 
the Hindu Conference.

In his allotted five minutes, Ward pro
posed the following resolution, which was 
adopted as follows:

“This conference deplores and condemns 
without reservation the attempts by the 
Hertsmere Borough Council to close down 
the holy shrine and temple at Bhaktivcdanta 
Manor, Letchmore Heath, Hertsfordshire, as 
a place for public worship for nearly one 
million of our brothers and sisters living in 
the U.K.

“This conference further calls upon the 
intervention of Her Majesty’s government to 
guarantee that justice will prevail, allowing 
the Hindu community living in the U.K. to 
worship in the place of their choice and to be 
free from intimidation and persecution.”

Gopal Krishna Goswami with King Birendra and Queen Aiswarya.
When Councilor Ward returned to Lon

don on March 27, a London Weekend Televi
sion crew interviewed him. Ward described 
his resolution and stressed the other Hindu 
delegates’ strong support for ISKCON and 
its branches worldwide.

During the visit to India by Trikalajna 
and Ward, 16 Indian members of the British 
Parliament sent a letter to Prime Minister 
Thatcher protesting the Hertsmere Council’s

attitude toward Bhaktivcdanta Manor. In 
addition, Dr. Karan Singh, former Minister 
of Aviation for India, promised to personally 
contact the British embassy. Dr. Singh is the 
current president of the Virat Hindu Samaj, 
and former Kashmiri Minister of Parliament. 
He has visited many ISKCON temples in 
India, the U.S., and elsewhere and he spoke 
at the 1985 Congress for the Synthesis of 
Science and Religion, held in Bombay by the 
Bhaktivcdanta Institute.



2 IS K C O N  W o r ld  R e v ie w  V o l. 7, N o . 11  M a y  1 9 8 8

I S K C O N  W o r l d  R e v i e w LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Vol. 7, No. 11 73rd Issue May 1988

Newspaper of the Hare Krishna Movement 
Inspired by the Founder-Acharya (spiritual master) 

of the International Society for Krishna Consciousness 
His Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada

EXECUTIVE EDITOR 
Mukunda Goswami 

CONTRIBUTING EDITORS 
Drutakarma dasa 

Jatayu dasa

ASSOCIATE EDITORS 
Uddhava dasa 
Nandini dasi 

MEDIA CONSULTANT 
Bill Muster

PROOFREADING 
Dravida dasa 

Rakshana dasa 
LEGAL CONSULTANT 

Amarendra dasa

Unsigned editorials represent the combined opinion of the editors. Only statements originating from 
or authorized by the Governing Body Commission represent the official policy of ISKCON.

© 1988 by the International Society for Krishna Consciousness (ISKCON); ISSN 0748-2280.
Reproduction in whole or in part without permission is prohibited.

The ISKCON World Review does not necessarily endorse products and services advertised. 
Mailing address: P.O. Box 1487, Culver City, CA 90232 Tel.: (213) 839-0903

A Good Reason for Hope
In certain times and places, the struggle to preach Krishna 

Consciousness has been a formidable challenge. Our dress is a 

social anomaly in Western countries and chanting mantras in 

public is an unfamiliar practice. Inimical parties have tried to 

prove that we’re a “cult,” and some fundamentalist Christians 

accuse us of “being of the devil.” A matérialiste culture gener

ally finds it difficult to embrace a spiritual message.

Sometimes it may seem like we’ve given up good opportu

nities because we would not compromise our ideals. But the 

movement has managed to survive—and even grow in many 

countries. Actually our strength does not come from a material 

source, but from the spiritual realm. And like Arjuna on the 

battlefield of Kurukshetra, we can be assured that the spiritual 

realm is our greatest source of hope and strength.

In the material world an organization may promote its 

cause, armed with highly-paid P.R. executives, money, and 

mass media. For example, last year the American Beef Council 

launched a multi-million dollar campaign to promote meat- 

eating. They hired American actor James Gamer, who stars in 

slick television commercials and promotes “real food for real 

people.” Gamer portrayed a rugged cowboy-type who hates 

vegetables and regards beef as the most perfect food.

In April, several months after the “real food” campaign 

began, Gamer suffered a severe heart attack. The unfortunate 

incident forced Gamer to undergo quintuple bypass surgery. A 

vegetarian society sent Gamer a “get well” card and suggested 

that his heart attack might have been caused by a buildup of 

cholesterol from eating too much meat.

Despite promotors’ million dollar expenditures, meat con

sumption in America is still on the decline. It is increasingly 

difficult for them to obscure the fact that meat is detrimental to 

health and involves the unconscionable slaughter of innocent 

animals.

On the other hand, despite our numerous shortcomings and 

lack of resources, the Krishna Consciousness Movement con

tinues to expand around the world. Our message is that God 

came to reawaken our love for Him. Srila Prabhupada proved 

that conveying that message does not depend on any material 

circumstances. Therefore if we remain dedicated to propagating 

the sankirtana movement of Lord Chaitanya, the Lord Himself 

will help.

Letter From  M o sco w

Dear IWR,
My name is Bhakta Grigory and I ’m a 

devotee from Moscow. Having read your 
newspaper I decided to write you.

Not long ago, we devotees in the USSR 
could not communicate openly with our 
Godbrothers from other countries. As the 
situation in the Soviet Union has changed 
we’re now able to do so; that’s why I ’m 
writing this letter.

All the Soviet devotees are extremely 
grateful to all the people and devotees all 
around the world for their help to the Com
mittee to Free Soviet Hare Krishnas. Actu
ally they’ve saved our lives. Although the 
process is not finished, we can see the great 
effect of their help. Many of us have been 
released from labor camps and mental hospi
tals. Many of us are now able to meet each 
other and perform together our worship and 
kirtanas. Many of us can speak about 
Krishna Consciousness to the people, not 
being afraid of arrest and conviction.

We’re very grateful to the Committee to 
Free Soviet Hare Krishnas for its great work 
to give us freedom. We citizens of the most 
powerful country which is known for its 
humanistic and democratic ideas, realized— 
alas—only in the paper, sometimes are 
forced to look for help in foreign countries, 
so that we could have our right to believe in 
God! Fortunately, because of such a help we 
have now a piece of freedom which, how
ever, is obviously not enough for democratic 
society.

Still some of our devotees are in the labor 
camps and their sentences allow their release 
only in 1989 and 1990!

One of them, Vladimir Kustrya, who is 
now very ill, is kept in the labor camp with 
severe regime. Now he is to be transferred to 
a place with even more severe regime, with 
even less food ration. There he would not be 
able to receive any food parcels. Neither 
would he be able to see his relatives. And 
that is after death of starvation in the labor 
camp of one of our devotees from Armenia! 
His name was Sirvis Ogadzhanyan [Sacisuta 
dasa]. He was only 23 and died just before he 
was supposed to be released.

On behalf of all Soviet devotees I can say 
that we hope that those people who helped us 
will kindly continue. And as they’re strug
gling for our freedom, we also wish them to 
get free from the material illusion and be
come pure devotees of Lord Sri Krishna. 
Because the real freedom is the freedom 
from maya and the real happiness which 
everybody is looking for is to become a 
devotee of Krishna. Hare Krishna!

Bhakta Grigory Azizyan 
Moscow, USSR

Ja y a n a n d a ’s  M om

Thank you Mukunda, for your comments 
about Jayananda in the Direct Line segment 
of the current ISKCON World Review. It was 
most uplifting and appreciated by us.

We usually try to contact the devotees at 
Stapleton Airport during our travels.

Sincerely, 
Jane Kohr 

Grand Junction, Co.

A n im al R ig h ts

Dear IWR,
Srila Prabhupada never taught us to 

praise and support mundane societies for 
vegetarianism and animal rights. On the 
contrary, he taught; “We should not waste 
time encouraging vegetarianism as opposed 
to meat-eating. We want to encourage 
prasadam-taking and that is automatically 
vegetarian.” (letter to Tusta Krishna Maha
raja, Jan. 9, 1976)

The duty of the Hare Krishna Movement, 
and its newspaper, is to represent Srila 
Prabhupada and his teachings. Let us stick to 
our prescribed duty without deviation.

IWR often prints articles dealing with 
vegetarianism and animal rights, with no 
direct connection to Krishna Consciousness 
or the Krishna Consciousness Movement I 
suggest you stop.

Yours, Jayadvaita Swami 
Mayapur, India

Dear Editors,
I read one letter in the March issue of IWR 

advocating that the devotees engage in ani
mal rights protests and use the BTG as a 
medium, showing pictures of animal slaugh
ter as, “ it leaves a very deep impression in 
the mind.” Although the writer’s sentiments 
are nice, I would like to point out Srila 
Prabhupada’s instructions in this matter.

He wrote to the first editor, “Regarding 
propaganda against animal slaughter in BTG. 
This will pollute the whole atmosphere. We 
are not meant for moving anyone’s senti
ment against animal slaughter... . Even so- 
called vegetarians who do not take krsna- 
prasadam arc as much sinful as the non
vegetarians.” (Rayrama, Nov. 19, 1968) 
Whatever happened to the original protest 
introduced by Lord Chaitanya and Srila 
Prabhupada of hari-nama sankirtanal 
Wouldn’t you rather have a deep impression 
of a picture of Krishna in your mind?

Haribol, 
Gauridasa Pandita dasa 

Seattle, Washington

D evo tee N am e C hang e
Dear Editor,

I would like to bring forth an important 
issue regarding the name registration of 
Vaishnava devotees, an issue which has been 
overlooked by the ISKCON administration.

The non-Indian Vaishnavas or Neo- 
Vaishnavas around the world have not offi
cially changed their “karmic” names yet. 
Can you imagine that after 22 years of 
ISKCON’s successful movement, suddenly 
you find out that officially there arc no 
Vaishnavas!

Therefore, I strongly suggest all Vaish
navas of ISKCON change their names offi
cially, as soon as possible. It is time for the 
Vaishnavas to stand up and be counted in the 
political world and thus have a voice in the 
administration of every land we live in. Let 
the phone books show long listings of Vaish
nava names under “Das” and “Dasi.” Re
member, change of name will not change 
your political and social status.

Hare Krishna, 
Ashok Sarkar 

Vancouver, B.C., Canada
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Moomba Parade . . .
continued from page 1 

“Australian Hare Krishnas—a Great Spiri
tual Achievement.” A team of six devotees, 
led by Bhakta dasa and Dhanvantari dasa, 
constructed the float in eight weeks.

This was the fifth year Melbourne devo
tees entered the parade, and the fourth time 
they won a major prize. This year’s trophy 
was presented to Temple President Balarama 
dasa by Moomba Monarch and TV personal
ity Jo Pearson. The presentation took place at 
a gala evening at the new National Tennis 
Center.

Devotees distributed 10,000 bags of free 
popcorn prasadam and more than 4,000 free 
books to the people who came to inspect the 
floats after the parade.

Blaze Destroys Tokyo Temple

Close-up of the Aussie float.

Yamuna’s Book 
Wins Awards

LordKrisbnas
3- twf A*! i*

Ten years in the making, Yamuna’s book 
is now selling in major bookstores.

Left to right: Garuda, Apurva, Krishna-kripa, Arcana-siddhi, Candramukhi, 
Karanamrita served prasadam al FARM'S Congressional reception.

and

NEW YORK—The cooking industry re
cently held the equivalent of its Academy 
Awards for cookbooks. Judges picked Lord 
Krishna’s Cuisine: The Art of Indian Vege
tarian Cooking, by Yamuna Devi, for “Book 
of the Year,” the top award of the contest. 
Her 799-page book, published by Bala 
Books/E.P. Dutton, was also named as win
ner of the Asian cooking category. This was 
the first time an Asian cookbook took first 
prize (what to speak of a vegetarian, 
prasadam cookbook).

The contest is sponsored by the Inter
national Association of Cooking Profession
als and Joseph E. Seagram & Sons (the dis
tillers). The IACP/Seagram Awards are 
meant to encourage the spirit of excellence 
among food and beverage writers. Selection 
took place by a panel of 36 judges, under the 
supervision of an independent nominating 
board of nine food writers, editors of news
papers and magazines, cookbook editors, 
and others in the food industry.

A record 200 entries were received, in-

ISKCON’s three-story rented building at 
2-41-12 Izumi, Suginami-ku, was nearly 
destroyed by a fire on April 14. Reportedly, 
the blaze started when hired workers were 
laying new tile in the temple room.

Conflicting reports say that either a lan
tern or a cigarette belonging to the workers 
ignited adhesive chemicals on the floor.

The fire spread rapidly, causing damage 
on all three floors. One bhakta was severely 
injured and hospitalized after he jumped 
from a third-floor balcony. Kavichandra 
Swami, leader of the Tokyo temple for the 
last five years, suffered injuries from smoke

inhalation and minor bums before firemen 
were able to rescue him from the second 
floor. Kavichandra Swami has been released 
from the hospital.

The ceiling above the altar collapsed, 
permanently damaging the recently-installed 
24-inch marble Gaura-Nitai Deities. The 
original Deities—small brass Gaura-Nitai 
and Lord Nrsimhadeva—were not harmed. 
The fire did not spread to other structures.

Devotees who formerly resided inside the 
temple building are staying in temporary 
facilities nearby until the property can be 
repaired or a new location is found.

The small Gaur-Nitai and Nrsimhadeva Deities were not harmed. This calf came from a San Diego dairy, where it would have been raised for veal.

The Moomba parade is the biggest of its G iG d t A m G riCdil M edtOU t.' 
kind in Australia and attracts more than half _  _ _  _ _ . _ . _ _ _ . .
a million spectators along its route. It is tele- r / V R I V l  G / C H l S  H S T G  i x r i S l i n Q  C O O K
vised throughout Australia and relayed by 
satellite to the United Kingdom, Japan, and 
the USA. to Cater Capital Hill Luncheon

WASHINGTON, D.C.—Once again the 
Farm Animal Reform Movement (FARM) 
called upon the devotees to cater their con
gressional reception on Capital Hill.

This year 500 American senators, con
gressmen, and their aides were invited to 
hear about farm animals’ rights at a vegetar
ian buffet. The buffet was held on the Friday 
preceding Meatout Day in the Rayburn 
House Office Building.

Apurva dasa of the Lansing, Michigan,

ISKCON center traveled to Washington to 
prepare a feast for the legislators. Two 
hundred and fifty plates were served, after 
being offered to the Deities of the Potomac, 
Md., temple. Sixty people asked to receive 
The Higher Taste cookbook, to learn how the 
food was prepared.

Apurva was assisted by devotees of 
Reston, Virginia, a suburb of Washington, 
D.C., home of the Institute for Vaishnava 
Studies.

Foe Turns Friend When Faced with Calf
eluding books published by Ballantine 
Books, William Morrow and Co., Simon and 
Schuster, Times Books, Harper and Row, 
Bantam Books, and other famous publishing 
houses. Results were announced in the New 
York Times, New York Daily News, News- 
day, and other papers.

Lord Krishna's Cuisine is available in 
major book stores throughout the U.S. If it is 
out of stock, ask them to order it.

SAN DIEGO, Calif.—Devotees, animal 
rights groups, and vegetarian restaurants 
collaborated to hold the Great American 
Meatout in Balboa Park. Devotees were even 
able to bring a calf from a local dairy to 
emphasize the cruelty of the veal industry.

One of the festival-goers was Kelly, an

employee at the San Diego zoo. Kelly was 
inimical to devotees and had been following 
them for several months, trying to disturb 
their book distribution at the zoo.

She coincidental showed up at the festi
val because of her genuine love for animals 

continued on page 8
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FORGET ABOUT LIFE.
PADAYATRA AMERICA

Do you remember that ecstatic kirtan? The best feast that you ever honored? The 
feeling of giving someone one of Srila Prabhupada’s books that changed their life? 
The bliss of being in Vrindavana or Mayapur? What about the lime you danced 
until your legs gave out?

This is what Padayatra is all about.
The first leg of Padayatra America will begin in May of 1989. It will start in San 

Francisco. It will then proceed down the California coast toward Los Angeles. 
Padayatra will continue on to San Diego by October of 1989 and possibly visit 
Tijuana, Mexico.

Padayatra is a walking Sankirtana festival of chanting, dancing, and feasting. 
From the moment you wake up until you take rest, you will hear only krsna-katha. 
There will be harinama-sankirtana for five to seven hours every day.

The walk will start with a large Festival of India in San Francisco and more at 
colleges throughout the area. There will be other festivals in towns and colleges 
along the route. Then we will meet up with the L.A. Rathayatra. There will also be 
mass harinama-sankirtana all over the city. Then on to San Diego for Govardhana- 
puja for the pleasure of Sri Sri Radha-Giridhari, the presiding Deities of San Diego.

Padayatra will be visiting people along the way for home programs. This will 
give further opportunities for chanting Hare Krishna and giving everyone a first
hand taste of Padayatra.

There will be mass distribution of prasadam and Srila Prabhupada’s books. Also 
for distribution will be a pamphlet explaining who is Srila Prabhupada, what is 
Padayatra, and their significance.

The California Padayatra is only the beginning of Padayatra America, which will 
continue across the United States, Mexico, and Canada.

There will be no ox carts, or carts of any kind along the route. We will be 
carrying Their Lordships Sri Sri Gauara-Nitai and Srila Prabhupada on a pallanquin. 
We will walk beside highways, on bike paths, and sidewalks.

The theme of American and International Padayatra will be the celebration of 
Srila Prabhupada’s l(X)th Anniversary Appearance Day. As we get closer to this 
most auspicious occasion there will be other events with the same theme. This is 
just one of them. International Padayatra will culminate in Mayapur, West Bengal, 
in 19% during the actual celebration itself.

But Padayatra is a giant project. We need help—your help.
Please write to us for more information on how you can help.

PADAYATRA AMERICA 
3764 Watseka Ave., Los Angeles, CA 90034 

Or call: (301) 744-5062 
Srila Prabhupada’s sankirtana Padayatra ki jaya!

classes beginning after mangala-arati and 
going through evening arati. Rasa-prema 
dasa of Radhadesh reports an enthusiastic 
response and said that two more five-day 
seminars will take place during 1988. Devo
tees in other parts of Europe also expressed 
interest in hosting continuing education 
courses.

Why so popular? According to Rasa- 
mandala dasa, one of the participants, “ I 
think that those seminars are the kind of 
events our movement needs, because we 
need brahminical leaders . . . .  If our move
ment is to go on, it must have good leaders 
endowed with brahminical qualities.”

Je s s o re , B a n g la d e sh

ISKCON has established a new temple 
and pilgrimage place in Bangladesh. Situ
ated in the midst of 96 Vaishnava villages, 
the temple near Jessore receives 500 visitors 
a day, beginning at 4 a.m.

In 1986 local residents of Ramshara vil
lage contacted devotees and asked them to 
build a temple. One year later they donated 
seven acres of land for the project. The vil
lagers first learned about ISKCON when the 
traveling party visited their area in 1984. At 
that time the devotees held a public sankir
tana festival for 50,000 people.

Recently the traveling party visited the 
new temple for several days of continuous 
chanting and prasadam distribution. Just as

The birthplace of Rupa and Sanatana Goswamis in Prema Bhag, Bangladesh.

Suhotra Swami (right) in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia, at the interfaith seminar.

well-kept lawn for a playground, the guru- 
kula is just a block away from the San Diego 
temple and within walking distance of the 
Pacific Ocean. Special activities include 
drama and individual instruction in drawing, 
by a devotee artist

Anyone interested in further information 
about the school may write to Kripamayi, c/
o ISKCON, 1030 Grand Ave., San Diego, 
CA 92109.

T ow aco , N ew  Je r s e y

New York’s Ratha-yatra weekend this 
summer is planned to attract leading devo
tees from all over the world. In addition to 
the Fifth Avenue parade and festival for
10,000 at Washington Square Park, there 
will be an ISKCON Current Affairs Seminar. 
The seminar will be an opportunity to dis
cuss topics like ISKCON’s emerging house
holder element, the role of women, the state 
of the BBT, and other topics of concern.

If you have something you want to dis
cuss, this may be the right time and place to 
do it. For more information, refer to the 
announcement on page seven.

A new trend has sprung up in ISKCON in 
the last year adult education. It’s post-gradu
ate work in devotional science, including 
subjects like Vaishnava Etiquette by Bhakti 
Caru Maharaja and Sanskrit by Ananda 
Svarupa Maharaja. The latest seminars were 
held in January at the Radhadesh (Belgium) 
temple. Both men and women took part. The 
educational phenomenon began last year in 
Vrirulavana, India, as a structured college.

The Belgian seminars, held purely for the 
spiritual advancement of the participants, 
lasted five days. There was a full schedule of

the program was drawing to a close, 
Jayapataka Swami arrived in a bus with more 
devotees, and the program continued for 
three more days.

The temple marks an important pilgrim
age place, being situated just three miles 
from Prema Bhag, the birthplace of Rupa and 
Sanatana Gosvamis. There is a pond where 
these associates of Lord Chaitanya daily 
took their baths as children. The pond, 
known as Rupa-Sanatana Dighi, was re
cently excavated with donations collected by 
Regional Secretary Prabavishnu Swami.

During the severe floods in 1986, a dona
tion of $3,000 from Ritasya-devi dasi of 
England funded ISKCON Food Relief in 
Rupa-Sanatana Dham. At that time Hindus 
and Muslims sat down and ate together. 
Ritasya visits Bangladesh regularly and 
plans to give money to construct a well that 
will irrigate the land during the hot summer 
months.

The gurukula day school at San Diego 
ISKCON recently celebrated its first full 
year in operation. The staff of four teachers, 
headed by Kripamayi-devi dasi, provides 
standard academic and Krishna conscious 
training. Currently there are more than 20 
students, ranging from kindergarten to sev
enth grade.

Located in a schoolhouse with a large

A sh cro ft, B .C ., C an ad a

The Saranagati rural community is step
ping up its effort to establish itself as a self- 
sufficient agrarian project in the Cariboo 
Mountains. Although the property was ac
quired some years ago by the Vancouver 
temple, the 1,700-acre spread is now being 
parceled out to interested buyers. Individual 
owners may develop their property accord
ing to their needs. All members meet for
mally several times a year to discuss plans 
and establish policies for the community of 
Vaishnavas.

The name Saranagati means “ intense 
devotional surrender,” and formed the theme 
of some of the writings of Bhaktivinoda 
Thakura at the end of the last century. Yogi- 
natha dasa of the Vancouver temple de
scribes the climate as “arid and cool, though 
not harsh.” He says the property has a lake 
and natural springs, pine forests, grazing 
pastures, clean air, quiet isolation, and a 
“magnificent nighttime display of the aurora 
borealis.”

For further information, contact the sec
retary of the Saranagati Project, P.O. Box 99, 
Ashcroft, BC, Canada, V0K 1A0.



IS K C O N  W o r ld  R e v ie w  V o l. 7 , N o . 11  M a y  1 9 8 8 5

H ono lu lu , H aw aii

Devotees at the Honolulu temple con
tinue their battle to distribute prasadam 
cookies at tourist sites. On March 24 the 
State Board of Land and Natural Resources 
approved a permit to allow cookie tables at 
two city-owned parks, Hanauma Bay and 
Halona Blow Hole. Devotees were prohib
ited from using these spots earlier last year.

The state board stipulated that the devo
tees must identify themselves as belonging 
to the Hare Krishna Movement, and make it 
clear that the cookies and punch are sancti
fied foodstuffs. The board further stated that 
the items must be given in exchange for a 
donation, rather than sold for a set price. 
However, authorities say devotees have not 
complied with these stipulations.

Attorney Jack Schweigert helped 
ISKCON get the permits because distribut
ing literature and sanctified food is required 
as part of the religion and must be allowed 
under the First Amendment.

Headlines in the Honolulu Star-Bulletin 
read, “Hare Krishnas Win the Long Cookies 
War,” and a similar article appeared in the

Sarvaksa dasa at a Bangladesh festival. The devotees of Radhadesh, Belgium, during a week-long seminar in Vaishnava studies held in January.

Devotees in Ashcroft, Canada, pursue 
the simple life at Saranagati farm.

Cabin construction at Saranagati farm.

Honolulu Advertiser. Honolulu Temple 
President Puskara dasa, however, believes 
that the struggle is not over yet. ‘The press 
just keeps us under the microscope because 
we’re always there, day after day,” he said.

K u a la  Lum pur, M a la ys ia

The Pure Life Society of Malaysia re
cently hosted an “ Interfaith Spiritual Fellow
ship” conference on the “Role of Spirituality 
in Modem Society.” Suhotra Swami repre
sented ISKCON.

Because delegates came from either 
Vaishnava, Buddhist, or Christian back
grounds, each was asked to speak on the 
subject “Christ, Krishna, and Buddha” be
fore an audience of about 700 people.

The conference was chaired by Dr. Venu 
Gopal Panikker, who hosts the “Radio Doc
tor” show on RTM, the national radio net
work. Although trying to maintain his stance 
as an unbiased and open-minded moderator, 
Dr. Panikker told Suhotra Swami that his 
name (Venu Gopal) means “Krishna with the 
flute,” and that he is a Vaishnava by inclina
tion. During the course of the presentations 
he made several comments like, “For most of 
us, the message of bhakti will have the most 
appeal.”

Representing Buddhism was Dr. K. Sri 
Dhammananda, chief high monk of Malay
sia. Dr. Dhammananda is a widely-recog
nized lecturer, has authored 50 books on 
Buddhism, and holds numerous posts in 
Malaysian Buddhist organizations.

Phillip D. Schankar, a minister from 
Detroit, Michigan, represented Christianity. 
He told Suhotra Swami that his brother is an 
initiated devotee and lives somewhere in Los 
Angeles. Schankar reads Srila Prabhupada’s 
books and told Suhotra Swami, “ I am very 
thankful to Srila Prabhupada for the knowl
edge I ’ve received by reading his books.”

12 May (11 Trivikrama) Apara Ekadasi (fast 
from grains and beans).
13 May (12 Trivikrama), Ekadasi break fast 
between sunrise and 7:50 a.m.; App. of Srila 
Vmdavanadasa Thakura.
14 May (13 Trivikrama), Ending of Kesava- 
vrata and watering of Sri Salagrama and 
Tulasi tree.
27 May (12 Purusottama), Padmini Ekadasi 
(fast from grains and beans).

28 May (13 Purusottama), Ekadasi break 
fast between sunrise and 9:21 a.m.
10 June (26 Purusottama), Parama Ekadasi 
(fast from grains and beans).
11 June (27 Purusottama), Ekadasi break 
fast between sunrise 9:22 a.m.
24 June (24 Trivikrama), App. of Sri Sri 
Gangamata Goswamini; Dasahara—Sri Sri 
Ganga-puja; Disapp. of Srila Baladeva 
Vidyabhusana Prabhu.

The San Diego gurukula day school commemorates its first year anniversary.

I T S  F I N A L L Y  A V A I L A B L E ! !

THE VAISHNAVA CALENDAR
The Gaudiya Matha version—officially recognized by the GBC this year.
Also includes all ISKCON observances such as Srila Prabhupada’s arrival 

in America, Srila Prabhupada’s sannyasa, anniversary of ISKCON, completion of 
Caitanya-caritamrta, Jayananda’s disappearance day, etc.

Don’t miss Ekadasis,

Appearance Days, or Festivals. 

Order the Vaishnava Calendar 

Now. One sheet (8-1/2 x 14")—  

Easy to Photocopy for a Friend!

Send $2 to:

ISKCON World Review 

P.O. Box 1487 

Culver City, CA 90232, USA
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People in ISKCON
Nrihari dasa and Bhavatarini-devi dasi

have cornered the market in fast foods in 
Waipio Valley, Hawaii, with their 
“Gauranga’s” catering truck. It is the only 
store or food stand within three miles of the 
Waipio Lookout Point, where people come 
to picnic, hike, and surf at the black-sand 
beach 450 feet below. Gauranga’s opened 
for business on March 3, the appearance day 
of Lord Chaitanya, and sell prasadam to the
1,000 or so tourists who traverse the area 
daily (3,000 on holidays).

“The previous owners were open only 12 
hours a week, and the truck was a badly- 
painted purple and white, decorated with a 
hot dog, hamburger, snow cone, waterfall, 
and misspelled, uneven lettering,” says 
Bhavatarini. Now she says the truck is “pale 
moon-yellow” and open daily. The menu has 
been transformed to “ karma-free 
prasadam says Bhavatarini, “ including 
tcmpch burgers, soy dogs, chili-bcan sand
wiches, and chips.”

Health regulations prohibit cooking in 
the truck, but the devotees plan to rent a 
certified kitchen nearby to increase the vari
ety of the menu. Also helping with the proj
ect arc Svatantra dasa, Devendranatha 
dasa, and Vrindavana dasa. Bhavatarini 
points out that with the only pure vegetarian 
menu on the big island, people come from 
miles around for Gauranga’s prasadam.

A computer game written by Vipra- 
mukhya Swami attracted visitors at a 1987 
Psychic Fair in Colorado Springs, Colorado. 
The game is called “ Future Life Predic
tions.” Multiple choice questions about the 
player’s likes and dislikes, life style, etc., arc 
fed into the IBM  PC, and based on the data, 
predictions arc made about the future. The 
game is founded on Bhagavad-gita, specifi
cally the chapter about the three modes of 
material nature. Fair-goers played the game 
for $3 and paid an additional $1 for a print
out. Every player received a softbound 
Bhagavad-gita.

Psychic enthusiasts were also treated to 
mint tea and “ simply wonderfuls” [a milk 
sweet] distributed by Janmastami dasa at 
the Hare Krishna booth.

The Honorable Pratap Krishan Kaul, 
Indian Ambassador to the United States, 
recently visited the Hare Krishna temple in 
Dallas, Texas. Mr. Kaul and his wife saw 
Kalachandji’s Restaurant and temple, and 
toured Srila Prabhupada’s Memorial Room. 
The two-hour visit on Feb. 21 was coordi
nated by Dr. P.N. Misra, an ISKCON Life 
Member, and Regional Secretary Naveen 
Krishna dasa. Dr. Misra also presented 
Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi with a 
Bhagavad-gita As It Is during the lattcr’s 
visit to Houston in June, 1985.

The former ISKCON World Review man
aging editor for South Africa, Jagan- 
nathesvari-devi dasi, has moved to Johan- 
ncsburgh. Jagannathesvari also handled 
public relations for the Radha-Radhanath

Temple of Understanding in Durban.
Responsibility for publishing the paper 

has be turned over to Nara-Narayana dasa. 
The paper is published under the name The 
Harmonist and distributed to Life Members.

The Radha-Radhanath Temple of Under
standing is recognized throughout South 
Africa and receives 200,000 visitors a year.

N «

Two devotees have established an out
post of Krishna Consciousness in Seoul, 
capital of Korea. Jayabaladeva dasa was 
recently joined by Jaim ini dasa, a Filipino 
devotee, and they report steady progress in 
that country. Gunagrahi Swami started the 
center several years ago and turned it over to 
Jayabaladeva when he returned to America. 
The first devotee to preach on the Korean 
Peninsula was Trivikrama Swami.

According to Jaimini, each day begins 
with a morning program of hearing and 
chanting, similar to other ISKCON ccntcrs. 
During the day there is translation of Srila 
Prabhupada’s books into Korean.

The two devotees go out daily to meet 
people in tea shops, hotels, offices, book 
stores, and plazas, as well as schools and 
university campuses. Jaimini reports that the 
best place to meet people is in English con
versation clubs. These arc popular spots for 
Koreans to practice their English. The devo
tees meet people and speak to them about 
Krishna Consciousness.

Jaimini reports that most Koreans think

God is only “of the imagination.”  He says, 
“ About 50 percent of the population has no 
religion, especially the young generation.” 

Nevertheless, Jaimini and Jayabaladeva 
receive visitors at their center for prasadam 
daily. “Every guest has his own purpose for 
coming. Some want friendly relationship, 
some are attracted to the philosophy, some 
come to practice their English, and some are 
looking for the healthy, wealthy, and wise 
prasadam. There are four kinds of people 
who come to Krishna Consciousness, and we 
are trying to give them good association,” 
Jaimini said.

Jagannathesvari and son Diksha Guru 
dasa in Johannesburg, South Africa.

Become an 
IS K C O N  W orld  R e v ie w  Sustainer!

The ongoing monthly publication of The ISKCON World flew'ewdepends pri
marily on temples and individuals who have pledged to give monthly contribu
tions of $25, $50, $100, or more. If you believe that ISKCON needs the forum 
of communication represented by this newspaper, please make a pledge 
today.

You may send your entire pledge at one time or use the coupon below to set 
up automatic donations from your bank account. Just specify the amount you 
wish to give each month and enclose a check for your first donation. Your 
contribution to the ISKCON World Review may be tax-deductible; at the end of 
the year IWR will mail you a receipt for all of your donations.You can stop the 
program any time you wish simply by contacting us.

ISKCON 
World Review 

Monthly 
Sustainer Plan

This stub is for your 
records. Thank you for 
your support.

I hereby authorize my 
bank to charge my ac
count each month and 
pay the ISKCON World 
Review the amount 
shown below.

Amount per month:

$ _____________

IS K C O N  W o r ld  R e v ie w  

i Monthly Sustainer Plan
I I hereby authorize my bank to charge my account each 
I month and pay the ISKCON World Review the amount 
| shown below.

Amount per month: $ ___________

| Name:______________________________________________

Address:

City: State: ZIP:

Signature:

Date signed:

1 Date signed:_________________
I ‘Please enclose a check for your first month's contribution. 
I Thank you for your support of the ISKCON World Review.

Indicate preferred date to withdraw funds:
□  5th d ]  20th

C o rrectio n
Jayananda prabhu was bom April 27, 

1939. His disappearance day was May 1, 
1977. ISKCON temples celebrate his 
disappearance day the day before Sri 
Nrsimha-caturdasi. Last month we pub
lished erroneous information on all three 
counts. We apologize for the confusion.

I I  I I I  I I
f  I I ’  J IP  I I

Indian Ambassador Pratap Krishan Kaul 
and wife with Naveen Krishna in Dallas.

D o  t h e y  

m a t t e r ?

An exciting new movement is taking 
a hard look at the way we treat 
animals. Whether you consider 
yourself an animal rights activist, 
or simply one who cares about 
animals, you are a participant in 
the animal rights movement a 
massive, broad-based effort in 
which people are pushing for 
change—and winning—on many 
fronts.
The animal rights movement is as 
diverse as the animals it seeks to 
protect . and only one publication. 
The ANIMALS’ AGENDA gives you 
comprehensive coverage of its 
successes, its problems, its 
people, and its organizations.
Now with just one magazine, The 
ANIMALS' AGENDA, you can 
touch base on all the issues, and 
learn how people and organiza
tions are making animal rights one 
of the major concerns of the 
1980's.
Ten issues per year—
65 pages and growing!!

Y ES , Sign me up for ï  
The A N IM A LS ’ AGENDA. 2

□ 1 yr $18 00 G2yrs $33.50 D3yrs. $4500
□ Payment enclosed □ Bill me
Name 

Street 

City__ - State___Zip.
The ANIMALS' AGENDA Subscription Department

RO. Box 6809, Syracuse, NY 13217



IS K C O N  W o r ld  R e v ie w  V o l. 7, N o . 11  M a y  1 9 8 8 7

Many of ISKCON' s Governing Body 
Commissioners are new, joining the GBC 
within the last two years. The size of the GBC 
has increased by about 10.

In the following interview Guru-Gau- 
ranga dasa gives his perspective on the an
nual meetings along with his overall impres
sion of the GBC body as it now stands.

Guru-Gauranga, ISKCON's Minister of 
Justice, was recently commissioned as a 
GBC member.

The GBC held its Annual General Meet
ing in Mayapur, India, Feb. 20-28.

IW R: About half of the GBCs are new, 
having been commissioned in the last few 
years. How do you feel the new body is able 
to handle the authority and responsibility 
that comes with this service? 
Guru-Gauranga: The “new blood” which 
entered the Body in the form of additional 
members has been a major factor in the 
improvement of the functioning of the GBC. 
I feel that it has broadened the perspective of 
the GBC and made it more credible in the 
eyes of the devotees. This is because the 
“new” members are not really new. They are 
some of our Society’s most mature and 
steadfast devotees. Over the years they have 
proven themselves strong preachers and 
equipoised managers. What some may lack 
in flamboyance, they make up in purity, 
competence, and a genuine concern for the 
welfare of the average devotee.

The full GBC at the Mayapur, India, meetings. Giving the interview is Guru-Gauranga, front row, center.

Many of the 
new GBC mem
bers have held 
their preaching 
projects together 
despite trying 
periods of our 
Society’s history.
Their addition to 
the GBC should 
dispel any linger
ing misconcep
tions of the GBC 
Body as a remote 
or elitist group. I 
also find it in
structive that in
creasing the membership has not made the 
Body unwieldy or ineffectual, as some might 
have expected. On the contrary, as far as I 
can see, due to the caliber of the new mem
bers, our 35-man GBC Body functions better 
than its predecessors did with half that 
membership.
IW R: What were some of the noteworthy 
resolutions they adopted?
Guru-Gauranga dasa: There were many. 
For one thing the GBC Body recommended 
that the number of the Bhaktivcdanta Book 
Trust trustees be increased. This will help 
improve the interaction between the BBT 
and the rest of the movement.

It is also significant that the GBC adopted 
a set of clear guidelines for regulating the

ANNOUNCING

New York's Fam ous
R atha-yatra  Weekend

Friday, June 17, 1988 

ISKCON CURRENT AFFAIRS SEMINAR 
at ISKCON Towaco

To discuss:
• The emerging g rih asth a  ashram a  • The state of the BBT
• The role of women in ISKCON • Other current issues 

Many ISKCON leaders will be there, including GBC Chairman Ravindra
Svarupa Frabhu, International BBT Trustees Jayadvaita Swami and 

Sesa Prabhu, plus many others 
Sem in a r R eg istra tio n  fe e  — on ly  $25 in  ad van ce  

$30 a t the door — L im ited  space a va ila b le  
R E G IS T R A T IO N  F E E  IN C L U D E S :

• Meals and accommodations through the weekend.
• Transportation to Towaco from the Brooklyn temple, then back to Fifth 

Avenue for Ratha-yatra on Saturday the 18th.
• FREE SCHOLARSHIPS AVAILABLE! INQUIRE! • PAPERS INVITED 

$200 travel allowance if your paper is accepted for presentation. 
Submit outlines or drafts of papers by May 26.

Contact Bhaktarupa dasa, P.O. Box 400767, Brooklyn, NY 11240 USA
(718) 855-6803

Saturday, June 18, 1988:

1 3 T H  A N N U A L  R A T H A - Y A T R A

• Fifth Avenue Parade at Noon 
• Festival for 10,000 at Washington Square Park 

Noon to 6 p.m.

Sunday, June 19, 1988:

GUIDED TOUR
See Srila Prabhupada’s holy places of pastimes in founding the 

International Society for Krishna Consciousness 
in New York, 1965-66.

• 26 Second Avenue • Tompkins Square Park
• 94 Bowery • And More!

sannyasa asrama [renounced order],
Jayadvaita Swami was appointed minis

ter of sannyasa services to help coordinate 
the travels of ISKCON sannyasis to different 
ISKCON centers all over the world. Any 
center seeking the visit of a sannyasi can 
now write to Jayadvaita Swami in London.

The Ministry of Education was revamped 
and the Executors Committee (which moni
tors compliance with the terms of Srila 
Prabhupada’s Last W ill and Testament) was 
reconstituted. A new Ministry of Vaishnava 
Cultural History under Garuda dasa was 
created.

From a personal viewpoint I also appreci
ated the Bcxly’s expression of confidence 
and support for the Ministry of Justice. 
IW R: Did the GBC members discuss how 
they can cooperate more effectively with 
each other?
Guru-Gauranga: Instead of merely dis
cussing cooperation (as they have done 
many times in the past), the members did 
better. They actually cooperated. Members 
behaved considerately toward each other. 
Discussion of issues was thoughtful and 
balanced. Meetings began on time. Every 
attempt was made to reach a real consensus 
before voting. No resolutions were “ rail
roaded through.”

I saw collcgiality and comity but no poli
tics or acrimony. I was very encouraged by 
the “ new” GBC Body.
IW R: Do you feel that the new GBC Body is 
spiritually fit?
Guru-Gauranga: Yes, I do. And skeptics

should note that the new GBC Body adopted 
appropriate measures to safeguard that fit
ness. A Code of Discipline which I proposed 
to the Body now spells out in unequivocal 
terms the conditions when a GBC member 
may be censured, placed on probation, sus
pended, or removed.

Included in the new Code of Discipline is 
a proviso that a GBC member must be re
moved if he violates any of the four regula
tive principles or persistently neglects to 
complete 16 rounds of japa daily. I felt espe
cially gratified by the Body’s willingness to 
police itself in this responsible way.

IW R: Do you think devotees in ISKCON 
look to the GBC for leadership? 
Guru-Gauranga: Yes, of course. It is only 
natural that they should because that was 
Srila Prabhupada’s intent. He expected that 
the GBC members be ISKCON’s leaders. 
However, we should remember that 
ISKCON devotees no longer stand in awe of 
mere titles or positions. They rightfully 
expcct that the devotee holding a title or 
occupying a position be an outstanding 
Vaishnava worth following.

IW R: How well docs the GBC Body com
municate with the average devotee? 
Guru-Gauranga: To the extent that individ
ual GBC members make the effort to be 
more accessible and to represent impartially 
the deliberations of the Body, the GBC Body 
is in touch with the devotees. It is the duty of 

continued on page 11
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ISKCON Contributes to Success of 1988 Meatout
The Great American Meatout is a day set 

aside for Americans to give up eating meat. 
On that occasion thousands tasted prasadam 
and talked to devotees—many for the first 
time! Others received BBT books and heard 
chanting of the holy name whcrcevcr devo
tees of Krishna held events on March 20.

The Farm Animal Reform Movement 
(FARM) reports that the 1988 Great Ameri
can Meatout doubled its rate of participation 
over last year. FARM President Alex Hcr- 
shaft announced that 200 coordinators na
tionwide held events in 33 states that in
volved thousands. The mayors of Cincinnati 
and Springfield, Ohio; Louisville, Ky.; Bir
mingham, Ala.; Philadelphia, Pa.; Houston, 
Tex.; and Jackson, Miss., officially pro
claimed the day. Media coverage has been 
the best since it started.

Dr. Hcrshaft said that if we “reduce the 
national meat consumption by only one per
cent, we will have prevented the annual suf
fering and brutal destruction of 60 million

innocent, feeling animals.” Besides the ma
jor events held in Washington, D.C., and San 
Diego, Meatout Day was celebrated by other 
Hare Krishna temples in the U.S.

* * *
DALLAS, Tex.—Pre-event publicity in lo
cal papers, fliers, and a radio talk show at
tracted 200 people to Kalachandji’s Restau
rant on March 20. The first 100 guests at the 
a $5-all-you-can-eat Sunday dinner received 
a free copy of The Higher Taste cookbook.

Visitors watched ISKCON Television’s 
Healthy, Wealthy, and Wise video and re
ceived information about vegetarianism and 
prasadam. The Animal Connection of Texas 
holds a monthly social meeting at 
Kalachandji’s Restaurant.

Besides a March 18 talk show on KERA 
Radio, devotees had information tables at a 
local community college, a street demonstra
tion in front of the downtown McDonalds, 
and a Meatout March at Bachman Lake.

ISKCON Public Affairs Representative

Yudhisthira dasa and the Texas Vegetarian 
Society coordinate the Great American 
Meatout at the Dallas temple every year. 
They also observe World Vegetarian Day 
(Oct. 1) with similar events.

* * *
BOISE, Id.—The year-old Boise center at
tracted 30 new people to the Sunday feast. 
After a lecture by Ananta-rupa dasa, leader 
of the Boise center, guests talked about their 
experiences as vegetarians. Most people 
admitted that it was not easy, since Boise is 
considered “steak and potato country.”

One of the guests, Kim Jackson, ex
pressed a desire to meet with the devotees 
once a month.

“There are many out there who would 
love to have a support group such as this. 
You would be amazed at how many [vege
tarians] there are,” she said.

Arudha-devi dasi reports plenty of pre
event publicity, including an information 
table at Boise State University, a radio inter
view on KBSU, and free notices in the Idaho 
Statesman newspaper.

Hare Krishna Food for Life 
Serves Singapore’s Elderly

Each weekend devotees visit homes for the elderly, 
handicapped, etc., to distribute spiritual vegetarian 
food and chant Hare Krishna. They feed 150 to 200 
people at each visit.

The Hare Krishna Food for Life program began in 
February of this year, and Hhakta Sukumar of Sin
gapore reports, “ We have visited many homes, and

the residents have definitely benefited tremendously by 
taking krsna-prasadam and hearing the maha-mantra.” 

The devotees plan to expand the program to prisons 
and drug rehabilitation centers soon. The Singapore 
temple is run by three full-time devotees: Sundar Gopal 
dasa, Ambarish dasa, and Devi dasi; there is a congre
gation of about 100.

Foe Turns Friend
continued from page 3

and her desire to become a vegetarian. When 
she strolled through the booths, tried the 
prasadam, and received a “Love Animals 
Don’t Eat Them” button, she understood the 
benevolent nature of the devotee’s activities. 
She went to the table where Guruseva-devi 
dasi was distributing books. Guruseva, who 
helped coordinate the San Diego Meatout, 
had been Kelly’s favorite devotee to harass.

Guruseva described the encounter: “ She 
approached with tears in her eyes and in a 
choked-up voice sincerely apologized for 
what she had been doing to the devotees. She 
kept repeating, ‘I ’m so embarrassed. I didn’t 
know what you people believed in. I was 
ignorant; I ’ll never bother you again!’ ” She 
gave Guruseva a warm embrace and then 
walked off, back into the crowd.

During the day, enough money was 
raised from the crowd that the calf did not 
have to return to the dairy. Instead represen
tatives from People for the Ethical Treatment 
of Animals (PETA) took the animal to a local 
farm, where it will be protected. Enough 
money was also raised to purchase another 
calf as a playmate.

ISKCON provided the tents, a stage, 
displays, free food and books, and entertain
ment for children. Gunagrahi Swami and 
Mahatma dasa led kirtana throughout the 
day, and Govinda’s Restaurant distributed 
1,700 plates of pakoras, chutney, halavah, 
and nectar before running out. Those in line, 
anxious to have a taste of prasadam, de
manded that the servers give them the 
crumbs left in the buckets. Children com
peted in a coloring contest, drawing cows 
and bulls to win books, posters, sweets, and 
guest passes to Govinda’s Restaurant. Mean
while devotees distributed some 1,400 free 
books and magazines

The master of ceremonies for the day was 
a disc jockey from the local progressive rock 
station. When she introduced Drutakarma 
dasa on the stage, she asked the audience, 
“How many have been to the Hare Krishna 
restaurant, Govinda’s?” and many people 
raised their hands. Then she said, “How 
many have been to the Hare Krishna 
temple?” Then she said, “Well if you haven’t 
been there, you better try it!”

She' later mentioned that Srila Prabhu- 
pada’s books had a big influence in her life.

Drutakarma dasa spoke on stage about 
the spiritual aspects of vegetarianism. After 
his speech, Tricia Fematt of PETA told him 
that she thought the spiritual aspccts of vege
tarianism were the most importanL PETA 
holds its regular monthly meeting at the 
temple’s Govinda’s RestauranL

ro 
X

8
I  Mahatma leads kirtana al Balboa Park.

Partha-sarathi dasa, a devotee-dentist, chants during a Food for Life program for elderly Chinese at 
the Peace Mission.

Srila Prabhupada’s books are available at On Wednesday nights many devotees congregate 
Govinda’s Gift Store. to hear Bhagavad-gita.
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L o n d o n :

World’s Largest Bookstore 
Sells Srila Prabhupada’s Books
LONDON—Bhaktivedanta Books Ltd. 
(BBL) proves it can be done. Srila Prabhu
pada’s books are in the bookstores—and 
selling well. Bhaktivedanta Books Ltd. is 
Great Britain’s agent for the Bhaktivedanta 
Book Trust (BBT). They have 150 British 
bookstores stocking BBT books, including 
Foil’s in London, known as the world’s big
gest bookstore. Amita dasa, who manages 
the BBL, negotiated 27 feet of shelving to be 
used exclusively for BBT publications.

‘That means that they stock every single 
piece of literature that our society pub
lishes,” Amita says. ‘This has been going on 
since 1985 and has built up to the point that 
Foil’s makes a £1,200 order three to four 
times a year.”

Academic Authority

The BBL is also involved in the educa
tional field. Advertisements in journals like 
Religious Education Today reach religious 
education teachers throughout the country. 
Resource centers are purchasing Krishna 
conscious books to supply information to the 
educational community. Amita adds that 90 
percent of their children’s book sales are 
outside of the devotee community and into 
the educational system.

The Welsh religious education authority 
approached the BBL for assistance in writing 
its curriculum. They asked the devotees to 
make suggestions for a syllabus on Hindu
ism in Great Britain, and they want to include 
a section specifically about the Hare Krishna 
Movement.

Traditional Outlet

Besides book stores, schools, and librar
ies, the BBL office supplies books for street

sankirtana. Amita says that they like to 
concentrate on distributing books that bring 
the greatest response. Responses may be in 
the form of reply cards, subscription re
quests, personal letters, or mailorder pur
chases. The Back to Godhead magazine 
surpasses all other literature for responses, 
and thus Amila placed a standing order of
75,000 copies monthly. The second most 
popular books for bringing responses arc The 
Higher Taste and Coming Back.

Another way to add names to the mailing 
list is by advertising. The BBL offers a free 
catalog dealing with ancient Hindu culture in 
publications like Yoga and Health, The 
Vegetarian, Here’s Health, and Hinduism 
Today. Is it successful? Amita says they get 
as much response to the ads as they do from 
the total book distribution, which exceeded 
one million pieces of literature in 1987.

Ten Years of Experience

The BBL was established in England in 
1980 and currently employs 10 devotees. 
Their main activity is to maintain the mail
order department. In Sept. 1987 the BBL 
published a 68-page brochure and circulated 
it to a mailing list of 2,000 active customers. 
The brochure lists between 150 and 160 
book titles and a line of devotional parapher
nalia that includes incense, tapes, badges, 
and even spices. Amita estimates that circu
lating the brochure doubled sales activity.

The 2,000 names were culled from a list 
of6,000 by a computer at the BBL headquar
ters. By entering sales data, the computer is 
able to separate those who make purchases 
or inquiries from those who don’t. The inac
tive names are eventually dropped, while the 
active names become repeat customers.

Amita says that in the last 10 years, The staff at Bhaktivedanta Books Ltd. organize nationwide book distribution.

60.000 names have come across the com
puter. Four thousand of those are considered 
active, and 300 have become full-time devo
tees. Many subscribe to Back to Godhead or 
the Namahatta newsletter.

Sales Figures

Last year mailorder sold 120,000 pieces 
of literature, 21,000 posters, 850 video tapes, 
5,500 audio tapes, 15,000 packs of incense,
5.000 neck beads, and 3,500 japa beads.

Although mailorder book distribution
accounts for less than 25 percent of the total 
book sales in the U.K., Amita considers it 
significant. “ Book distribution means that 
we’re looking for readers—readers who turn 
into long-term readers,” he says. “Our cus
tomers are buying over and over.”

In addition, Amita likes direct sales to 
libraries, schools, and mailorder customers 
because the literature is not misrepresented. 
“The books are sold on the basis of what they 
contain—on their merit. This brings great

credibility,” Amita says. “This illustrates the 
potential of straight book distribution. 
Whether it’s on the street or through the mail, 
if you present the books in the right way you 
will see how much greater the response is. I 
think that’s the philosophical point behind 
all this.”

Amita dasa oversees BBT activities.

New Book Asserts 
Lord Chaitanya’s 
Spiritual Position
India's Spiritual Renaissance—
The Life and Times of Lord Chaitanya 
By Satyaraja dasa (Steven Rosen)

A new publication by Satyaraja dasa 
(Steven Rosen) presents the case for the 
Godship of Lord Chaitanya. India's Spiritual 
Renaissance follows the writings of His 
Divine Grace A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami 
Prabhupada, specifically the biography he 
translated, Caitanya-caritamrta.

The book compares Srila Prabhupada’s 
conclusions about Lord Chaitanya with other 
opinions. Satyaraja explains the points of 
contention between believers and scholars, 
and after considering the authenticity and 
accuracy of both, Satyaraja offers support for 
the Bhaktivedanta version.

For example, in chapter 16 Satyaraja 
examines the debate over Lord Chaitanya’s 
disappearance. Many scholars argue that the 
Lord drowned in the ocean or died of natural 
causes; devotees believe that He merged into 
the Deity in Jagannatha Puri. The book also 
traces the Lord’s travels through India and

His influence on prominent scholars, kings, 
and other government officials of the time.

Much research went into this 194-page 
volume, especially historical documents at 
the Archaeological Survey of India. 
Satyaraja toured India just prior to attempt
ing his book, to gather facts and hear oral 
traditions that would otherwise have been 
inaccessible. He also consulted translations 
of early Bengali literature and scholarly

ISKCON Nashville, 
Tennessee. 

Nice Environment.
One-bedroom 

duplex available—  
$250/month.

Call (Bhakta) Bill 
Duke (615) 832-2483 

or (615) 269-6366 
or Gayatri dasa 
(615) 386-9216.

studies of the Gaudiya tradition.
Just as the advent of Lord Jesus Christ is 

minimized by some scholars, the appearance 
of Lord Chaitanya is also commonly ignored 
or misunderstood. While regarded as a 
powerful saint by most Indians, Lord 
Chaitanya’s true position as an incarnation 
of Krishna has remained covered.

Modern Christian scholars cite the writ
ings of several individuals (later compiled in

• Charts, Interpretation, 
Advice, Predictions by 
Nalinikantha Dasa, Reputed 
Devotee Astrologer.
$25—$100

• New Book on Vedic 
Astrology for Beginners or 
Advanced Students. $12 
Postpaid U.S.

Tom Hopke (Nalini), P.O. Box :
Tel.: (213)

the New Testament) to establish Jesus’ true 
nature as an empowered incarnation. Simi
larly, Satyaraja uses evidence from the writ
ings of Lord Chaitanya’s early followers to 
clear up the misconceptions surrounding 
Lord Chaitanya and establish His position as 
God Himself.

Published by FOLK Books, India's Spiri
tual Renaissance includes an introduction by 
Satsvarupa dasa Goswami.

• Beautiful Weekend Retreat 
on the River at Sequoia 
National Park. Room, 
Prasadam, and Astrological 
Reading $108.

• Matchmaking Services (by 
Popular Demand)— 
Registration $35. 
Compatible, Devotional 
Connections Supplied.

34125, Los Angeles, CA 90034 
> 558-4366

Nalini’s Astrological Services
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WANTED

Devotees needed in small prcaching centcr in 
Monterrey, Mexico. Join our ccstatic prcaching 
programs—good P.R. in newspapers, TV, school 
engagements, book distribution, ctc., just 50 
minutes from Dallas, Texas. Contact Hare 
Krishna dasa, c/o ISKCON, Zaragoza 1007, Nte. 
Zona Centro, Monterrey, Mexico.

Did you find your letter missing inPrabhupada’s 
letters books? If so, don’t miss out on having it 
preserved and included in the next edition. Send a 
copy to Bhaktivcdanta Archives, P.O. Box 34453, 
Los Angeles, CA 90034.

Seeking devotees to help start prcaching hermit
age in Pacific Northwest supported by self-suffi
cient gardening, Vaishnava sanga, and Krishna’s 
mercy. Contact Nrsimha dasa, P.O. Box 1056, 
Bellville, TX 77418 (409) 865-2086.

Wanted: ISKCON brahmacaris—Long Island 
temple will provide free airfare and assistance in 
acquiring green card to any qualified brahmacari 
desiring full-time service in USA. 18-month 
commitment required. Reply by mail with three 
ISKCON references to: Adarsi dasa, ISKCON 
Long Island, 197 S. Ocean Ave., Freeport, NY 
11520.

Crime prevention program: “Kirtana-rasa is the 
safest situation within this material world.” Wel
come views and ideas on anti-crime for weekly 
periodical accompanying program’s book distri
bution! Write to Lilamohan dasa, c/o Kirtan 
Center, P.O. Box 93627, Cleveland, OH 44101.

Urgently needed—Sincere, enthusiastic devo
tees to help with important service to Srila 
Prabhupada. Enter hand-written corrections to 
complete the transcriptions of Prabhupada’s 
tapes—more than 3,000 morning walks, room 
conversations, lectures, ctc. Personal computer 
required. Call Ekanatha or Ranjhit at (213) 559- 
2143 or write to: Bhaktivcdanta Archives, P.O. 
Box 34453, Los Angeles, CA 90034.

Wanted—Live-in assistant needed for ISKCON 
Public Affairs Ministry headquarters. Should 
know how to type. Apply by mail only. Send 
details to Mukunda Goswami, ISKCON Director 
of Public Affairs, c/o ISKCON, 1030 Grand Ave., 
San Diego, CA 92109.

Srimud-llhagavatam 8.2 needed. Will pay 55- 
S10. Contact IWR office (213) 839-0903.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Help relieve the world's sulTering. Join the 
Prabhupada’s Books Project, P.O. Box 11216, 
Dallas. TX 75223.

N.Y.C. Summer Sublet—(July, Aug.) Three- 
room apartment. Quiet, safe, convenient. S500 per 
month includes utilities. (718) 981-5745. Naya- 
nabhiram or Daivishakti.

Advertise in the ISKCON World Review, the only 
publication mailed to every center worldwide.

SALES/SERVICES
()m ajnana timirandasxa . . . Le;im what 
revisions went into the new edition of Bhagavad- 
gita As It Is., published by the Bhaktivcdanta 
Book Trust. Send for copies of correspondence by 
editor Jayadvaita Swami, explaining the changes. 
S2 for photocopying and postage c/o IWR, P.O. 
Box 1487, Culver City, CA 90232. (S3 overseas.)

Rare BTGs, IWRs, 200 play scripts, 1,500 rare 
tapes; files on all important subjects. Send SASE 
to Radha-Damodara dasa, 5534 S.E. Marine Dr., 
Burnaby BC Canada, V5J 3G8. (604) 439-1704.

Vedic Astrologer: Consult Syamasundara dasa, 
Jyotish Siromani, over 10 years experience. 
Sophisticated Vedic astrological software avail
able for IBM compatibles. Send Self-Addressed 
Stamped Envelope to SRIVAS, 4255 LBJ Free
way, Suite 114, Dallas, TX 75244.

Transcendental Cassettes! Over 208 rare 
tapes—specializing in Vishnujana, Music of 
India, New Age, and Children’s. Free List. Si 
sampler tapes. Mahi Barta, P.O. Box 228, Badger, 
CA 93603.

Typesetting and graphic arts production by 
Rama Graphics—high quality, low cost, and 
devotion. Phone (213) 202-1260 for a quote on 
your next pamphlet, newsletter, or book.

K rs n a  L ib ra ry
Anthology

Glories Caitanya $1.99

Baladeva Vidyabhusana
A isvarya-kadambini $4.99

Jiva Gosvami

Tattva-sandarbha $8.99

Kavikarnapura
Gaura-ganoddesa-dipika $3.99

Cai tanya-sahasra-nama $1.99

Madhvacarya

100 Refutations Mayavadis $3.99

Prabodhananda Sarasvati

Cai tanya-candramrta $4.99

Raghunatha Gosvami

Vraja-vilasa $4.99

Rupa Gosvami

Astadasa-cchandah $3.99

Glories Krsna $2.99

Govinda-virudavali $3.99

Radha-Krsna-dipika $8.99

Yamunacarya
Stotra-ratna $1.99

Send orders to:

Krsna Institute
P.O. Box 281

Culver City, CA 90232

(213) 838-3535
(Include $3 shipping.) COC OK.

Overseas write for shipping costs.

C la s s i f ie d  A d  P r ic e s

$.50 per word for a regular listing; 

$.75 per word for boxed listing. 

Send your ad with payment to: 

IWR Classified Ads,

P.O. Box 1487,

Culver City, CA 90232 USA

D is p la y  A d s

Call or Write for Rates.

A d  S a le s  O p p o r t u n i t ie s

Earn 25% commission and help 

expand the IWR.

Phone (213) 839-0903 for info.

G o u r  T rav e ls

Domestic & International Travelers 

India— Europe— Far East 

Prassannatma dasa 

1135 Opal St.

San Diego, CA 92109 

(619) 272-9792 or 

(800)777-4313 

Professional service 

at no extra cost.

Books, Videos, Tapes, & More
—All from One Source—

S a v in g s  and  C o n ve n ie n ce — C all Toll-Free D ay or N ight

1-800-553-8298 [in Mississippi call (601) 445-2222]
Small Singapore Srimad-Bhagavatam • Ramayana or Krishna Book Narra-
Sets—30 Hard Vol’s. $99 

■ Prabhupada Letters (5 Vol’s, 6,300 

Letters)—$125 postpaid
■ Asst. Prabhupada Lectures, Bhajans, 
Kirtans-$4; Prabhupada T-Shirts-$8

tions-Ten 92-Minute Tapes—$39.50 

' Many Vaishnava Publications on All 
Topics, Astrology, Ayurveda, Etc. 

■ Prabhupada Videos, Including 30 

Hrs. Unedited, Unreleased Films
Plus much more—call to get on our mailing list. We ship UPS COD within 24 hours.

Vedic River Devotional Supplies
—Subsidiary of Old South Vedic Society—

P.O. Box 127, Washington, MS 39190 USA

M eat Is Dead
Bumper stickers available from: 

Trans-Species Unlimited 

P.O. Box 1553 

Williamsport, PA 17703 

Send $1 ($2 overseas).

T e rm in a lly  III

Seeks devotee/companion for 

spiritual and physical support and 

care. Going to Vrindavana so I can 

go back to Godhead. Salary and 

expenses. Call or write:

Tom Francis 

844 S. Sycamore Ave.

Los Angeles, CA 90036 USA 

Tel.: (213) 936-3869

P e r s o n a lity

and Mental Health 

of Hare Krishnas 
Compared with Psychiatric 

Outpaitents and ‘Normals.’ 

Photocopy $6 ($7 overseas): 

IWR, P.O. Box 1487 

Culver City, CA 90232, USA

IS K C O N  T rave l B o o k

Lessons from the Road 
by Satsvarupa dasa Goswami. 

Free sample volume:

$1 postage and handling. 

Gita-nagari Press 

P.O. Box 12380 
Philadelphia, PA 19119

Your
Ad

Here!

$  Sri Gauranga Puri
(1

An ecstatic community of devotees dedicated 
to Sri Panca-tattva, Srila Prabhupada's book 
distribution, prasadam distribution, and fulfilling 
the prediction of making Laguna Beach the 
Western world's first Krishna conscious city. 

Needed
Cooks, Book Distributors, Prasadam Distribu
tors, College Preachers

Additional Benefits
• All devotees included in managerial decisions
• Proposed medical and security plan

Call Bada Haridas at (714) 497-7324 or write to 
ISKCON Laguna 
285 Legion St. 

Laguna Beach, CA 92651

HEAR FROM THE SOURCE
• Full set of 711 Prabhupada lccturc tapes only Si,395

• Single lecture tapes $2.50 ca. (order by master catalog code#) • $2.25 ea. over 100 tapes 
• Original unedited bhajanas-50% never before released (35 C-90’s) $85 

• Nectar of Devotion Series (15 tapes) $37.50 • Lord Kapila Series (21 tapes) $52.50 
• Queen Kunti Scries (14 tapes) $35 • Yoga System Scries (7 tapes) $17.50

• Original Krishna Book dictation tapes (33 tapes) $75
• Master catalog $5 (refunded upon order of 20 tapes)

Books: • Letters from Srila Prabhupada (6,300 letters; 
five 680-page hardbound volumes) $125 postpaid 

» Wholesale rates available

Full Sets: • Small (Singapore) Srimad-Bhagavatam edition $125 
Please include the following postage (Letters books cxceptcd) with your U.S. order of $2-25: $2; 
$26-100: $5; $101-500: $10; S501-2.000: $20; outside U.S. add 20% to total cost of the order. 
Send Postal Money Order, Cashiers Check, or Bank Draft only. Non-U.S.orders—make sure that 
the bank from which you buy your Cashiers Check has a branch or affiliation in the U.S.

The Bhaktivedanta Archives & Tape Ministry 
P.O. Box 34453, Los Angeles, CA ‘>0034 Tel.: (213) 559-2143
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V a n c o u v e r .  B . C . :

Canadian Souvenir Book Lauds ISKCON
“On behalf of the Government of 

Canada, 1 am delighted to extend my 
warmest greetings and sincere best 
wishes to all those attending the Festival 
of Chariots (Ratha-yatra) and Janmastami 
celebrations,” Canadian Premier Brian 
Mulroney wrote in a letter.

Premier Mulroney went on to say, 
“Canadians take great pride in celebrating 
our individuality and, at the same time, 
are unified by our shared ideals and val
ues. The preservation and enhancement 
of heritage, tradition, and culture are 
unique to Canada’s vision of nationhood.

“ I trust that you will take the time to 
explore the variety and excitement that 
each celebration has to offer. May you 
have an enjoyable and memorable time.” 
These statements were made by the 
nation’s head of state for publication in 
the devotees’ annual Ratha-yatra souve
nir book.

Several other Canadian officials wrote 
letters for the festival held last summer, 
including Burnaby Member of Parliament 
Svend Robinson.

He wrote: “As a federal member of 
parliament for Burnaby, 1 am happy once 
again to extend warm greetings on the 
festive occasions of Ratha-yatra and Jan
mastami.

’These festivals are important for the 
community and I am sure they will once 
again be full of happiness and peace.

“ I have experienced the warmth and

hospitality of the Krishna community in 
the past and look forward to doing so 
again in the future.

“Having cut the ribbon to officially 
open the beautiful temple in 1984,1 feel a 
special bond of friendship to the Hare 
Krishna community in Burnaby.

“My personal best wishes to all par
ticipants,” M.P Robinson wrote.

Another statement was made by W il
liam N. Vander Zalm. He said: “As Pre
mier of British Columbia, 1 am very 
pleased to extend greetings and warm 
wishes to all those attending the 1987 
Festival of the Chariots (Ratha-yatra) at 
Second Beach, and the Janmastami cele
brations at the Sri Sri Radha-Madana 
Mohana temple in Burnaby.. . .

‘The ISKCON organizers are to be 
commended for their dedication and hard 
work in ensuring that the 1987 Festival 
and celebrations will be most memorable 
and successful occasions.”

The souvenir book is published every 
year to help raise funds for the festivals. 
Others who wrote letters included Gordon 
Campbell, mayor of Vancouver; and J.C. 
Sharma, consul general of India.

The souvenir book also includes pic
tures of devotees and Life Members, 
philosophical articles, and stories about 
the Vancouver temple. The Indian com
munity supports the festivals by filling 
more than half of the 98-pages of the book 
with paid advertisements and notices.

GBC Interview . . .
continued from page 7

each GBC member to read and discuss all the 
annual GBC resolutions with the devotees in 
his zone. He should also seek feedback from 
the devotees.

The devotees should not only be aware of 
the existence of the GBC resolutions but 
should be conversant with their actual mean
ing. They should be convinced that these 
resolutions apply to everyone, be they GBC 
member, guru, temple president, or bhokta. 
Just as informed citizens understand their 
country’s laws and institutions, devotees 
should thoroughly understand the laws and 
institutions of their ISKCON.

The functioning of ISKCON is not meant 
to be a mystery. GBC resolutions should be 
conveniently available for consultation by 
any devotee. If some of the devotees do not 
read English, I recommend that the GBC 
resolutions be translated into the appropriate 
local language(s). In special cases, devotees 
may wish to communicate with the officers 
of the GBC Body (chairman, vice-chairman, 
or secretary).

IW R: How can devotees have access to the 
GBC Resolutions?
Guru-Gauranga: They should be able to 
obtain a copy from their GBC representative 
or temple president without difficulty. If not, 
something is wrong. In that event, they may 
obtain a copy by writing to Bhakta-rupa 
dasa, Corresponding Secretary of the GBC, 
P.O. Box 400767, Brooklyn, NY 11240, 
USA. Enclose a stamped envelope or enough 
money to cover postage.

IW R : Some devotees may not know about 
the Ministry of Justice. Can you explain how 
the ISKCON judicial process works? 
Guru-Gauranga: The purpose of the Minis
try of Justice is to provide the worldwide 
ISKCON community the means to resolve 
controversies and administer justice expedi
tiously and equitably. After exhausting all 
other reasonable means, a devotee may file a 
complaint with the Ministry of Justice.

By offering the devotees a civilized way 
to seek redress of grievances, the ISKCON 
judicial system contributes to the stability of 
our Society. Cases are heard by three-man 
judicial panels whose members have been 
selected on the basis of their impartiality, 
lcamcdncss, sadhana, and Krishna con
scious realization.

Verdicts may be appealed all the way up 
to the GBC Judicial Committee, if desired, 
but once a verdict is final, it is binding on all 
parties, “big” or “small.” Since the inception 
of the Ministry, several complex and impas
sioned cases have been tried successfully. 
Many other less volatile cases are currently 
in process.

So far, we have a 100 percent compliance 
rate with the verdicts. I feel that this is pri
marily due to the fact that the devotees rec
ognize the utility of the system and respect 
the fairness of the process and the verdicts it 
produces.

IW R : For those who wish more information 
about the ISKCON judicial system, what is 
your address?

Guru-Gauranga: ISKCON Ministry of
Justice, 72 Commonwealth Avc., Boston, 
MA 02116, USA.
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A Dramatic Narration with M usic on  32 Audio-Cassettes

by Amala-bhakta Das
Three

Cassettes $ 1 2 . 0 0
Now, instead of paying $40.00 

for each volume at once (10 cas
settes), or $116.00 for all three 
volumes at once (32 cassettes)— 
you may order just 3 cassettes for 
only $12.00. If, after you have re
ceived them and like them, you 
may continue to order 3 cassettes 
at a time till you own the entire set. 
Or, you may stop ordering them 
whenever you wish.

Recorded on high-quality BASF 
tape, each cassette plays for over 
90 minutes. So 3 of them will pro
vide you with 4-1/2 hours of tran
scendental listening pleasure. (The

whole set lasts almost 48 hours.) 
The narration is clear, enthusiastic 
and inspiring. So it will enable you 
to easily enter into the spirit of the 
Lord’s pastimes . . .  will touch your 
heart and stimulate your love for 
the Lord... and will bring you inner 
delight and a spontaneous desire 
to more eagerly serve Him.

Many devotees regularly listen 
to these KRSNA cassettes while 
engaged in various activities—and 
enjoy them immensely. So why not 
order your 3 cassettes today and 
discover why. Your satisfaction is 
guaranteed.

KRISHNA PRODUCTIONS, 3305 Cardiff Ave., Dept. IWR-25, Los Angeles, CA 90034 
□ • Yes, send me 3 KRSNA book cassettes @ $12.00 $________

• Shipping/handling in U.S.: $1.25 $________
• Non-U.S. air mail: $3.00 (U.S. funds only) $________

□ •Sendme( ) volume 1—$40 (10 tapes);
( )vol. 2—$40 (10tapes);) ) vol.3—$46 
(12 tapes); ( ) All 3 vols.—$116 (saving $10)

• Shipping/handling in U.S.: $2.50
• Non-U.S. air mail: add 32%; surface, 17% (U.S. funds only)
• Calif, residents add 6-1/2% sales tax
Endosed is my ( ) check; ( ) M.O. TOTAL

Name Address
.City. St ZIP

Q Please send free catalog ot other dramatic recordings
untry_



India's Spiritual Renaissance: The l.ife and Times of Lord ( 'haitanya is an excellent 
synopsis of the career and teachings of one of the world's greatest spiritual leaders, 
based on traditional devotional biographies and supplemented by the views of 
modern scholars. The author has added a further dimension by weaving into his 
narrative the insights of contemporary Western devotees of (.'haitanya Muhapra- 
bhu. . .The result is a very accessible introduction toChaitanya and his message 
that should inspire readers to explore the rich resources so temptingly summarized 
in this volume."
— Dr. Thomas J Hopkins.

Chairman and Professor of the Department of Religious Studies.
Franklin and Marshall College. Lancaster. Pennsylvania

"A most insightful presentation of the life and times of Lord Chaitanya Mahapra- 
bhu . . India's Spiritual Renaissance may well become a perennial classic!"
— Dr. Ramakrishna Rao.

Emeritus Distinguished Professor of Philosophy.
Mysore University. South India
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AVATAR OF THE NEW AGE

Read about the 15th Century religious reformer 
who spread the message of vegetarianism, 

reincarnation, and love of God.

Thirty-six beautiful illustrations, including full color, never-before-published bas- 
reliefs of Lord Chaitanya's pastimes. Also includes black & white pictures of holy 
sites in relation to Lord Chaitanya and four maps of India that pinpoint the most 

important places the Lord visited while traveling and preaching.
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Hare Krishna Movement 
Wins Legal Status in Soviet Russia

R e v i e w
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D w a r a k a .  In d ia :

Sixty-Foot Gate Commemorates 
Pada-yatra’s 1 4 , 0 0 0  km Journey

Pada-yatra pushes on, and recently re
turned to the point where it began four years 
ago. To commemorate the Pada-yatra’s re
turn, ISKCON built a memorial gate at the 
entrance to the city, right across the main 
road. The memorial is 60 feet tall and 50 feet 
wide. Much of the work was completed in 
time for the Pada-yatra’s arrival in Dwaraka 
on March 18.

Jayadvaita Swami inspired the project by 
suggesting that ISKCON leave a permanent 
monument in Dwaraka. Lokanatha Swami, 
leader of the Pada-yatra, conceptualized the 
gate, and Bhaktisiddhanta dasa prepared pre
liminary drawings. Mr. M.C. Dalad drafted 
the architectural drawings as a donation, and 
numerous other devotees and friends helped 
to finance and build it.

The Pada-yatra’s return to Dwaraka was 
marked by a three-day festival. Four hundred 
devotees from all over the world journeyed 
to Dwaraka to take part in the celebration. 
The ISKCON parade was greeted by 
Township President Shri Narsibhai Kanani 
and other leading citizens, the Dwarakadhisa 
temple priest, and thousands of city 
residents. Schoolchildren and bands from 
several local schools, along with maidens 
carrying waterpots on their heads (an 
auspicious greeting) also received the 
ISKCON Pada-yatra.

Laxmi the elephant headed the Pada- 
yatra, just as she had done throughout the 
entire 14,000 km trek. Bringing up the rear 
was the Deity cart carrying Sri Sri Gaura-

Nitai and Srila Prabhupada, pulled by two 
colorfully decorated bulls.

An inaugural ceremony was held to dedi
cate the gate. The ceremony began with a fire 
sacrifice conducted by Gaura Keshava dasa 
Local pandits appreciated his accurate chant
ing of the Vcdic mantras. Next Lokanatha 
Swami formally opened the gate by cutting 
the ribbon and allowing the procession to 
pass under the gate and into the city.

In the evening devotees held street chant
ing through the town, carrying the Gaura- 
Nitai Deities to the Sri Dwarakadhisa Man- 
dir. The temple priests received the devotees 
with garlands and maha-prasadam. The 
priests placed the ISKCON Deities on the 
same altar as Dwarakadhisa and offered 
worship.

The following day, devotees visited the 
original Dwaraka temple on the island of 
Dwaraka, and temple priests hoisted an 84- 
foot-long victory flag above the temple. The 
saffron flag, decorated with the symbols of 
the sun and moon, symbolized the Pada- 
yatra’s triumphant return to Dwaraka.

On March 22, Pada-yatra was back on the 
road, headed for Allahabad for Kumbha- 
mela. Plans may include another trip to 
Vrindavana before the Kumbha-mela festi
val, scheduled for January.

Anyone interested in more information 
about Kumbha-mela may write to Ayodhya- 
pati dasa, c/o Krishna-Balaram Mandir, 
lhaktivedanta Marg, Raman Rcti, Mathura, 
UP, India.

The partially-completed commemorative gate on the main road of Dwaraka.

MOSCOW—Krishna Consciousness is now 
recognized as an official state religion in the 
USSR. The victory is a result of “years of 
struggle and a worldwide campaign,” ac
cording to Vedavyasa dasa, speaking on 
behalf of the Committee to Free Soviet Hare 
Krishnas.

U.S .-Soviet relations also influenced the 
Kremlin’s decision, Vedavyasa said. He 
mentioned a meeting between devotees and 
officials at the American embassy in 
Moscow. The officials said they would bring 
the matter up to Gorbachev.

‘The upcoming summit meetings had a

lot to do with it too,” Vedavyasa said. “There 
is always some news about prominent hu
man rights cases before the summit.”

As a state religion, ISKCON will be per
mitted to maintain a place of worship. Plans 
to rent a building in Moscow arc underway.

Devotees from all over the USSR are 
expected to migrate to Moscow to enjoy the 
freedoms offered by the Russian stale. Free
dom in other provinces will follow.

The recent change in legal status should 
improve the likelihood that Soviet devotees 
currently in labor camps, prisons, and psy
chiatric hospitals will be freed.

Vedavyasa shows the Pope his report on Soviet persecution, and a Russian book.

Freed Soviet Devotee Champions Krishna Cause
WASHINGTON, D.C.— Vedavyasa dasa 
(Valentin Z. Yurov) was freed from a Soviet 
psychiatric hospital in 1985. Since winning 
his freedom, he has been traveling the world 
to talk about human rights in the USSR.

Vedavyasa dasa and Kirtiraja dasa, of the 
Committee to Free Soviet Hare Krishnas, 
went to the White House on May 3 for a 
human rights conference.

Vedavyasa spoke before the assembly of 
foreign affairs ministers and human rights 
groups for about five minutes. President 
Reagan came to the meeting to deliver a 10- 
minute spcech, citing freedom of religion as 
a basic human right.

Vedavyasa traveled on to Rome, where he 
met Pope John Paul II and spoke at a freedom 
of religion conference held March 25-26.

Vedavyasa was one of 20 speakers at the 
conference, sponsored by the Italian 
Helsinki Committee Center for an Ecumeni
cal Russia. He told the audience that only 
those who have experienced persecution in 
the USSR can truly know of it.

The conference chairman, Father Sergio 
Merganzin, “adopted” one imprisoned So
viet devotee through his organization, Rafael

Jahnisuili. On March 26 (Lord Rama- 
chandra’s appearance day). Father Sergio 
took several devotees to the Vatican, where 
the Pope received them in a private room 
known as the “ room of the holy throne.”

Vedavyasa stated that he presented 
the Pope with a Russian-language Krishna 
Book and a Bhagavad-gita, and heard the 
Pope say, “Hare Krishna, Hare Krishna— 
Hare Krishna comes from Hinduism.”

Father Sergio next introduced Gaura- 
Krishna dasa, explaining that he was an 
Italian-born devotee. To this the Pope said, 
“Hare Krishna Italiani.”

In May 1985, Vedavyasa was freed from 
a Soviet psychiatric hospital when his 
fiancée, Mitravinda-devi dasi, protested in 
front of the Soviet embassy in Stockholm. 
Holding news conférences in her wedding 
gown, amid banners asking for Vcdavyasa’s 
release, Mitravinda attracted world media at
tention.

After her 21-day hunger strike ended on 
Sept. 5, Vedavyasa was released from the 
hospital and allowed to leave the country. 
Since then he has been actively campaigning 
for Soviet devotees’ religious freedom.



2 IS K C O N  W o r ld  R e v ie w  V o l. 7, N o . 1 2  Ju n e  1 9 8 8

I S K C O N  W o r l d  R e v i e w LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Vol. 7, No. 12 74th Issue June 1988

The Newspaper of the Hare Krishna Movement 
Inspired by the Founder-Acharya (spiritual master) 

of the International Society for Krishna Consciousness 
His Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada

A n im al R ig h ts

EXECUTIVE EDITOR 
Mukunda Goswami 

CONTRIBUTING EDITORS 
Drutakarma dasa 

Jatayu dasa

ASSOCIATE EDITORS 
Uddhava dasa 
Nandini dasi 

MEDIA CONSULTANT 
Bill Muster

PROOFREADING 
Dravida dasa 

Rakshana dasa 
LEGAL CONSULTANT 

Amarendra dasa

Unsigned editorials represent the combined opinion of the editors. Only statements originating from 
or authorized by the Governing Body Commission represent the official policy of ISKCON.

© 1988 by the International Society for Krishna Consciousness (ISKCON); ISSN 0748-2280.
Reproduction in whole or in part without permission is prohibited.

The ISKCON World Review does not necessarily endorse products and services advertised. 
Mailing address: P.O. Box 1487, Culver City, CA 90232 Tel.: (213) 839-0903

Success Through Unity
T h is  m o n th ’s in te rv ie w  w ith  B h a k t ic a ru  S w a m i u n d e rlin e s  

once a g a in  th e  th em e o f u n ity  in  IS K C O N . T h is  is  a su b ject th a t 
is  re p e a te d ly  stressed  in  th is  p u b lica tio n  an d  one th a t IS K C O N ’s 
le a d e rs  fee l s tro n g ly  about.

B h a k t ic a ru  S w a m i e x p lic it ly  s ta te s  th a t i f  th e re  is  coopera
tio n , th en  th e  m e rcy  o f S r ila  P ra b h u p a d a  w ill flo w . W e  can  see 
th e  p ra c tic a l re s u lt  b y th e  re cen t success in  th e  S o v ie t U n io n . 
T h is  a cco m p lish m en t w as  th e  re s u lt o f a w o rld w id e  e ffo rt— a 
show  o f w h a t can  be accom p lished  i f  w e  w o rk  to g e th e r to w ard  a 
com m on goal.

T h e  reco g n itio n  o f th e  H a re  K r is h n a  M o ve m e n t in  th e  U S S R  
m a rk s  a  n ew  ch a p te r in  th e  s to ry  o f IS K C O N . W e  h ave  w on a 
s ig n ific a n t v ic to ry  fo r S r ila  P ra b h u p a d a ; one th a t  w ill p lease 
h im  v e ry  m uch . N o w  th a t w e can  u n d e rs ta n d  th e  in te n se  pow er 
o f co op eratio n , le t  us w o rk  to g ether. W e  s t ill h a v e  a  m iss io n  to 
fu lf ill: L o rd  C h a ita n y a ’s p ro p hecy th a t th e  ch a n tin g  o f H a re  
K r is h n a  w ill be h eard  in  e v e ry  to w n  an d  v illa g e  o f th e  w orld .

Practical Consequences of the Bodily Conception
O ne o f th e  m ost fu n d a m e n ta l b e lie fs  h e ld  b y  e ve ry  devotee o f 

K r is h n a  is  th a t w e a re  n o t th e  body. B u t  w h a t does th a t m ean  in  
p ra c tic e ? To  th in k  th a t one is  th e  body lead s  to an  illu s o ry  con
cep t o f life . W ith o u t a h ig h e r v is io n , te m p o ra ry  m a te r ia l d es ig n a 
tio n s  such  as race , gend er, an d  n a tio n a lity  becom e th e  a ll- in-a ll.

F o r  exam p le , th e  b ra h m in s  o f L o rd  C h a ita n y a ’s tim e  th o u g h t 
th e y  w ere  su p e rio r to the “ fa n a tic s ” w ho ch an te d  an d  danced  in  
th e  stree ts. T h e y  saw  th e  s a n k ir t a n  m o vem en t as  a  th re a t an d  
could  no t ta k e  ad van ta g e  o f th e  b en ed ictio n s i t  o ffered . In  th e  
sam e w ay , th e  dem igods m a y  be v ic tim iz e d  b y  th e  b o d ily  concept 
o f o ve rlo rd sh ip , pow er, an d  sense en jo ym en t. T h e y  fa ll p re y  to 
co m m ittin g  offenses w h ile  try in g  to p ro te ct th e ir  p o s itio ns.

So  w e m u st be w a ry  o f s im ila r  p itfa lls . I f  som eone is  th in k in g  
“ I  am  a le a d e r an d  you a re  a  fo llo w e r,” o r “ I  am  a ‘good’ devotee 
an d  yo u  a re  a  “b a d ’ d evo tee,” th e y  a re  illu s io n e d  b y  th e  b o d ily  
conception . T h ese  d esig n a tio n s  a re  te m p o ra ry ; th e y  le a d  to d is 
sen sion , p o litic s , an d  p o w er strug g les.

O f  course, b a s ic  re la tio n sh ip s  m u st be p rese rved  as sacred , 
such  as th e  re la tio n s h ip  b e tw een  g u ru  an d  d isc ip le , o r b e tw een  
h u sb an d  an d  w ife . A n d  fo r p ra c tic a l m an ag em en t th e re  m u st be 
tem p le  p re s id e n ts , zonal se c re ta rie s , s a n n y a s is , G B C s , an d  so on. 
In  ad d itio n , o u r s c rip tu re s  en jo in  th a t fo r p rea ch in g  purposes w e 
m u st d is tin g u ish  b e tw een  th e  devotees an d  th e  nondevotees.

B u t  w h a te v e r  p o sitio n  w e assum e, w e m u s t n o t th in k  w e a re  
fu n d a m e n ta lly  b e tte r th a n  o th ers. W e  a re  a ll s e rva n ts  o f 
K r is h n a , s e rva n ts  o f th e  o th e r devotees, a n d  u lt im a te ly  se rva n ts  
o f a ll liv in g  be ings. G iv in g  up  o u r fa lse  egos is  p a rt o f K r is h n a ’s 
te s t an d  one o f th e  p r im a ry  re q u ire m e n ts  to m ak e  IS K C O N  
successfu l.

Dear ISKCON World Review,
While it is not the intent of this letter to 

become the champion for all the editorial 
content of the IWR, I felt compelled to re
spond to Jayadvaita Maharaja’s critique on 
preaching “sub-religious principles” in re
gards to liaison affairs with various vegetar
ian, anti-abortion, peace protest groups, etc.

Here in San Diego we’ve been working 
with the animal rights groups. While we all 
know Srila Prabhupada’s succinct analysis 
that “even a pigeon is a vegetarian,” still he 
also encouraged us to target our market 
There are numerous letters wherein 
Prabhupada directed the devotees to rent 
houses and live among the hippies, saying 
“they are our best market”

He always encouraged us to preach at the 
colleges—“students are amongst our best 
prospects.” We are not Hindus or Indians, 
but Srila Prabhupada said, “ they will be our 
best allies.”

So it is not intrinsically maya or “West 
Coast flake-fringe consciousness” to work 
with those who at least accept sub-religious 
principles, and to attempt to steer them 
towards sublime, spiritual conclusions.

When at the San Diego Meatout our 
devotees were invited to address the crowd 
of thousands, the coordinator of the event 
said, “We already know all the facts and 
figures; tell us about the spiritual side of 
vegetarianism.”

People were pouring through our preach
ing booths, honoring prasadam, and taking 
Srila Prabhupada’s books. Afterwards at the 
Sunday feast the temple was packed and our 
restaurant sales have doubled. We can’t help 
but feel that Krishna and Srila Prabhupada 
would be pleased.

Your servant, 
Badrinarayana dasa 

Temple President 
San Diego, Calif.

D evo tee  N am e C hang e

Dear IWR,
Regarding the letter from Shri Ashok 

Sarkar appearing in the May, 1988 issue I 
would like to offer the following 
information:

At the Albany office of the New York 
State Department of Health, there is a certifi
cate of birth registration on file for Lalitan- 
anda Dasa. This is because I changed my 
name to my diksha name in 1974 after being 
initiated by Srila Prabhupada in 1972.1 never 
heard that Srila Prabhupada considered this 
step important; it was a personal decision for 
me, and one which I have never regretted.

I have long felt that other devotees should 
change their names legally. In my experi
ence, it can help to strengthen one’s commit
ment to our sampradaya [disciplic line] and 
lifestyle. Furthermore, I have often felt, with 
some irritation, that devotees who don’t do it 
“bloop” [cut off connections] a little too 
easily and slip smoothly back into their old 
karmic lifestyles without a backward glance. 
Of course we all fall down to some extent, 
but I believe having a devotee name perma
nently affixed helps to remind us of who we

are, what we have become, and where our 
futures lie.

It also occurs to me that more effort into 
incorporating the devotional aspects of our 
lives into our public presentation could do 
much to better establish Gaudiya Vaishnav- 
ism as a legitimate religion, due all rights and 
protections to which we (should be) entitled 
by law.

So let’s wear our names as badges of 
pride.

Most sincerely, 
Your servant, 

Lalitananda Dasa

IW R  C o rre sp o n d e n ts

Dear IWR,
All the devotees, well-wishers, and 

friends here at ISKCON Singapore enjoy 
reading the IWR very much. To read of the 
preaching activities of all the devotees 
around the world is an inspiration to all of us.

I personally feel that all ISKCON 
temples should appoint someone to be in 
charge of writing about their activities and 
sending it to IWR. Could we have more news 
from ISKCON centers such as Fiji, Mauri
tius, China, Eastern Europe, Northern Eu
rope, the Caribbean, and others?

Your servant, 
Bhakta Sukumar 

Singapore

T h e  R e a l V ed a s

Dear Editors,
A few days ago I picked up some English 

translations of the Vedas by so-called schol
ars. As I am reading, my blood is boiling in 
rage. I remember what Prabhupada said 
about mundane scholars giving their inter
pretations. Those were the English and other 
scholars who destroyed the Vedic dharma 
during the past 200 year history of India.

I strongly feel BBT, being the largest and 
authorized publishers of Vedic literature of 
the world, should sue them in public courts 
for misrepresentation. Win or lose, it will 
draw world attention. It will also help the 
modem Indian people know that they have 
been totally misled by so-called scholars 
who are atheists. BBT should find out such 
writers and publishers and sue them for 
many hundred millions as a deterrent to fu
ture publications of such distorted nature.

BBT can also sponsor seminars to show 
the difference between books by authorized 
writers like Srila Prabhupada and the heretic 
scholars.

Yours, 
Ashok Sarkar 

Vancouver, Canada

Le tte r P o lic y

It is the policy of ISKCON World Review 
to allow fair representation for all view
points. We reserve the right to edit letters for 
brevity and clarity, but care is taken not to 
change the intent of the writer. All letters 
must be signed.

IWR is published under the auspices of 
the ISKCON International Ministry of Pub
lic Affairs.
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Political Turmoil Prompts 
Panamanian Pada-yatra
PANAMA CITY, Panama—Devotees of 
the Panama City temple held a 55-mile 
Pada-yatra to pray for the mercy of Lord 
Krishna in their troubled political envi
ronment. Panama has suffered severe 
hardship in the wake of U.S. economic 
sanctions against the country’s military 
ruler, Gen. Manuel Noriega, who has 
been indicted on drug charges by a Miami 
grand jury.

Saunaka dasa, current leader of the 
Panama City temple, walked from the 
Pacific coast (Panama City) to the Atlan
tic coast (Colon) in bare feet, chanting 
Hare Krishna the entire distance.

Saunaka (center) on Pada-yatra.

Saunaka touched the Pacific Ocean at 
6:35 a.m. on Monday, March 7, and 
touched the Atlantic at one o’clock in the 
morning, Wednesday, March 9.

After that, he and the small Pada-yatra 
party rested for two days at the home of 
Svayambhuva dasa, a householder who 
lives in Colon.

Devotees report severe economic dif
ficulties due to the political unrest in their 
country. The situation does not appear to 
be improving at this time.

Most recently, American Secretary of 
State George Shultz denounced Noriega 
as a “burden on the people of Panama.” 
He added that he would continue working 
with Panamanians and “ democratic 
forces throughout the hemisphere” to get 
rid of the dictator.

It is significant to note that despite the 
prolonged hardship in the country, 
sankirtana is going on without impedi
ment The government has not made any 
move to stop the devotees from perform
ing their religious practices.

S o v i e t  H a r e  K r i s h n a s  W i n  P r e s s  C o v e r a g e  

D u r i n g  U . S . - S o v i e t  S u m m i t  C o n f e r e n c e

MOSCOW—Although the ratification of an 
arms control treaty was the purpose of the 
recent superpower summit here, U.S. Presi
dent Reagan repeatedly emphasized the 
human rights issue in his speeches and public 
statements. On May 30, Reagan met with 96 
Soviet dissidents, including two Hare 
Krishna devotees.

The guests at Spaso House, the Reagans’ 
residence during the summit, included 10- 
year-old Natasha Lyubinsky. She is the 
daughter of Amala Bhakta dasa (Yevgeny 
Nikolaiyevich Lyubinsky), a devotee serv
ing a four-year term in a labor camp for 
preaching Krishna Consciousness. Amala 
Bhakta suffers from tuberculosis. Natasha 
came to Moscow by train, accompanied by 
her mother. The Los Angeles Times reported 
the girl’s arrival—clutching a bouquet of 
flowers for the President—in a May 31 front
page article.

In his speech to the dissidents, Reagan 
said, “ I came here to give you strength, but it 
is you who have strengthened me. While we 
press for human rights through diplomatic 
channels, you press with your very lives, 
day-in and day-out, year after year, risking 
your homes, your jobs, and your all.”

Some Soviet officials felt Reagan went 
too far by inviting the dissidents to a gather
ing, and that his persistent references to 
Soviet human rights abuses are a 
smokescreen covering U.S. domestic prob
lems of homelessness and unemployment.

However, Reagan says he has a “fervent 
hope” that the Communist Party will eventu
ally permit full freedom of religion, speech, 
and travel within the Soviet Union.

While Reagan and Soviet Leader M ikhail 
Gorbachev met inside the Kremlin on May 
31, Soviet devotees chanted outside. ABC 
network news showed the harinama as part 
of their evening news broadcast.

The media, taking advantage of the sum
mit, also probed the Soviet lifestyle. On May
29 and 30, NBC-TV news cameras entered a 
psychiatric hospital. In the first segment, 
reporters approached a patient in a hospital 
bed saying, “Who are you?” The man sat up 
and said, “Hare Krishna!” On the next night 
NBC interviewed the man, who explained 
his position as an imprisoned devotee of 
Krishna.

Seven devotees remain in labor camps, 
prisons, and psychiatric hospitals, but there 
is a good chance that they will be freed soon.

Unity in ISKCON: Vital to Movement’s Survival
Unity within ISKCON is talked about all 

over the world. Many people feel strongly 
that it is the most important factor in deter
mining ISKCON's future. With more than 
350ISKCON centers, it is no wonder that the 
issue is of such concern.

In the following interview, Bhakticaru 
Swami speaks openly about his views on 
unity in ISKCON. Bhakticaru Swami, a 
Governing Body Commissioner, recently 
took responsibilty for guiding the New Ma- 
yapur project in France.

IWR: In your lectures you’ve been talking 
about unity in ISKCON. What is the impor
tance of unity?
Bhakticaru Swami: Prabhupada gave the 
example once that a dying father called his 
sons who were fighting over properties. He 
asked them to bring a bundle of wood. So he 
gave the bundle to his sons and asked them to 
break it They tried one after another, but 
none of them could break the bundle. So he 
opened the bundle and gave each one of them 
a stick and said, “Now you break it.” They 
could very easily break it

Through this example Srila Prabhupada 
taught us that if we remain united, then maya 
will not be able to divert us from Krishna 
Consciousness and will not be able to de
stroy our society. But if we become divided, 
if we lose the unity, then very easily maya 
can finish us off.
IWR: What is the appeal for a temple to 
want to be part of ISKCON?
Bhakticani Swami: ISKCON is the Inter
national Society for Krishna Consciousness. 
In the world of maya there is an island of 
Krishna Consciousness, and that is 
ISKCON. So whoever is connected to this 
ISKCON society gets a very good chance to 
remain in Krishna Consciousness. Other
wise, it is impossible.
IWR: But aren’t there other societies for

Krishna Consciousness and other Vaishnava 
lines? Why are we different from them? 
Bhakticaru Swami: There are other socie
ties and there are even other branches of 
Mahaprabhu’s movement. But of them all, 
ISKCON is the mainstream of Chaitanya 
Mahaprabhu’s movement today.

Mahaprabhu Himself predicted that the 
holy name would spread all over the world. 
The thing that He Himself did not do, He left 
to be accomplished by someone in the future. 
He did that through His intimate associate 
Srila Prabhupada. Actually the Lord does 
that from time to time. He gets the biggest

things accomplished by His devotees, and 
this is how He glorifies His devotees. So this 
way we can see what a great devotee of 
Krishna Srila Prabhupada must be. 
Mahaprabhu’s tradition has come true 
through Srila Prabhupada, and the Inter
national Society for Krishna Consciousness 
has spread Mahaprabhu’s movement all over 
the world. That is a positive sign, a sure sign, 
that this the mainstream of Mahaprabhu’s 
movement.

Other branches and twigs are there, but 
when somebody has the good fortune of 
being connected to the mainstream, then if he

leaves that mainstream and goes to some 
other branch, for him it’s a regression.

If a newcomer comes to the other 
branches and twigs, then that is progress for 
them. But for an ISKCON devotee to leave 
ISKCON, the mainstream of Mahaprabhu’s 
movement, and go to those other branches is 
actually a falldown.
IW R: The GBC has been reconstituted and 
is now more united. How docs the GBC 
affect the unity and future of ISKCON? 
Bhakticaru Swami: Prabhupada pointed 
out that unity will come through our love and 

continued on page 9
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Calcutta is the birthplace of Srila 
Prabhupada, and thus Bhakti-raghava 
Swami decided it was the most appropriate 
place to establish Bhaktivcdanta Youth Serv
ices (BYS).

BYS is a club for training Calcutta’s 
youth and young adults in devotional serv
ice. The program, started on the appearance 
day of Srila Prabhupada, Aug. 17, 1987, 
holds regular meetings at the Calcutta 
temple. Aside from Sunday activities, BYS 
members are transported to Mayapur for 
outings and assist the Calcutta temple in 
preaching programs like the Calcutta Book 
Fair and the local Rotaract (youth division of 
the Rotary Club).

Members of BYS vow to chant a mini
mum of two rounds of japa daily and read 
Bhagavad-gita As It Is a minimum of 20 
minutes. They dress in dhotis and saris and 
bring their japa beads when they attend the 
Sunday feast and seminars.

They learn to follow the regulative prin
ciples and offer their food to Krishna. Each 
member is encouraged to keep a framed 
photo of Srila Prabhupada at home and offer 
incense daily. They learn to chant Srila 
Prabhupada’s mantras and preach the goals 
of the BYS and ISKCON to interested 
people whenever they get the opportunity.

The BYS is divided into four age groups 
with members ranging from under 5 to 35. 
All castes and creeds are welcome, and the 
program is open to both males and females.

But Bhakti-raghava Swami doesn’t think 
the program should be limited to Calcutta. 
He sees the Calcutta BYS as a pilot program 
and envisions similar projects throughout 
India and the world. He invites leaders from 
other parts of the world to visit and observe 
the BYS and to make suggestions for its 
future development

said. “We’ve started to feel very optimistic 
that we’ll be able to raise the money. We 
have gotten several donations and are start
ing to sell shares in New Mayapur.”

So far, the Property Crisis Trust Fund has 
raised $200,000 of the $400,000 immedi
ately needed to keep the bank from foreclos
ing. An additional $400,000 to $600,000 is 
needed to buy the property outrighL

New Mayapur, the country estate and 
headquarters of ISKCON France, is still in 
peril. Devotees have fought foreclosure by 
Anwip bank for two years, and are still living 
in the temple. Last year the ISKCON Prop
erty Crisis Trust Fund was formed to help 
secure the future of the temple.

Srila Prabhupada visited New Mayapur, 
and thus many GBCs and ISKCON leaders 
consider it important that the property be 
saved. At the annual GBC meeting, Bhakti- 
caru Swami was asked to help out. He re- 
cenUy returned from France with news about 
the situation.

“We are trying to buy the property our
selves. I haven’t become the GBC of France 
just to lose everything,” Bhakticaru Swami

If you want a sannyasi [renounced 
preacher] to travel to your area, contact the 
Ministry for Sannyasa Services. The new 
ministry, created at this year’s GBC meet
ings in Mayapur, is headed by Jayadvaita 
Swami.

“The purpose of our ministry is to render 
service to sannyasis and take service from 
sannyasis,” Jayadvaita Swami said. 
“ ISKCON has nearly 100 sannyasis. That’s 
one heck of a big resource. We want to help 
ISKCON get the most from that resource.”

“We also want to help with serious prob
lems,” says Jayadvaita Swami. “ If a sannyasi 
seems like he’s having trouble, we should 
help him. Sometimes all it takes is some 
strong Krishna conscious association. And 
for cases of serious misconduct or deviation, 
we want to set up a systematic way of dealing 
with things, so that we can keep our stan
dards high.” The ministry keeps all corre
spondence strictly personal.

Write to Jayadvaita Swami c/o The 
ISKCON Ministry of Sannyasa Services, 10 
Soho St, London, England.

The Atlanta Constitution recently printed 
a story entitled “Hare Krishnas Struggling to 
Survive in a Hostile World.” The April 13 
article included three large color photos and 
two black-and-white photos of devotees 
chanting and worshiping at the Atlanta 
temple. The huge headline on the front of the 
People section reads: “Krishna Karma.” 

Reporter Alan Sverdlik interviewed 
Balavanta dasa, ISKCON’s GBC minister of 
legal affairs and the first Atlanta devotee. He 
told the reporter, “Back in the ’60s and early 
’70s, dedicating oneself to self-realization 
was a natural move. Today there’s more 
interest in compensation and employment 
than in the meaning of life.”

To demonstrate what he called an “ under
current of hostility,” Balavanta cited several 
lawsuits challenging religious freedom in 
America. The article also discussed 
ISKCON’s challenges in financing itself and 
making new devotees.

The ISKCON center in the little town of 
Monterrey is pumping out the publicity and 
making an impact on the local media. 
Temple President Hare Krishna dasa has 
appeared on the local television stations 
several times lately.

When devotees chanted on the streets for

H e l p  P r e s e r v e  

a n d  B r o a d c a s t  

t h e  M e s s a g e

The Bhaktivedanta Archives 

needs your help to preserve 

the tape recordings and original writings 

of His Divine Grace Srila Prabhupada.

We need financial aid to complete 

the CD-ROM project, and volunteers 

for proofreading, typing, etc. 

Please, write or phone today 

if you would like to participate.

T h e  B h a k t i v e d a n t a  A r c h i v e s  

P . O .  B o x  3 4 4 5 3  

L o s  A n g e l e s ,  C A  9 0 0 3 4  

T e l . :  ( 2 1 3 )  5 5 9 - 2 1 4 3

Now Available! 

The Long-Awaited New 

12-Volume Edition of Srila Prabhupada's

S r i m a d - B h a g a v a t a m

All of Srila Prabhupada's translations and transcendental 
purports to Srila Vyasadeva's Bhagavata Purana are contained 
in this new, full-size edition (approx. 6" x 9") of the Srimad- 
Bhagavatam. By printing on much thinner, higher-quality 
paper, the original 30 books (1.1 through 10.3) have been 
compacted into 12 handsomely bound volumes. (The Third 
and Fourth Cantos are now each two volumes.) The whole set 
has been exhaustively re-indexed. Each volume includes 
many full-color illustrations.

Limited Time Offer: Only $199 Per Set!
Bhaktivedanta Book Trust 

P.O. Box 34074, Los Angeles, CA 90034 
(213) 559-4455/837-5283

California residents please add 6.5% sales tax. Slipping; domestic orders plea«e add 15%; 
non-U.S. please add 20% for surface and 50% for airmail delivery.
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I W R  O V E R S E A S  P R I C E S
Now you can order extra copies of the ISKCON World Review. Select the
quantity you want to receive and send your order. We will begin your ship
ments immediately. It’s that simple. The weights below are based on a 12-
page issue. If the issue is less than 12 pages, complimentary copies will be
added to make up the weight. Prices are calculated by adding the postage,
plus $.20 per newspaper.

International Airmail PRICE PER MONTH
1 lb approx. 8 papers $ 9.00
2 lbs approx. 20 papers 18.00
3 lbs approx. 31 papers 28.00
4 lbs approx. 41 papers 37.00
5 lbs approx. 54 papers 44.00
6 lbs approx. 65 papers 53.00
7 lbs approx. 77 papers 63.00

International Surface Mail
1 lb approx. 8 papers $ 3.00
2 lb approx. 20 papers 6.50
3 lbs approx. 31 papers 10.00
4 lbs * approx. 41 papers 13.50

15 lbs approx. 135 papers 40.00
16 lbs approx. 145 papers 42.00
17 lbs approx. 155 papers 44.00
18 lbs approx. 165 papers 46.00
19 lbs approx. 175 papers 48.00
20 lbs approx. 185 papers 50.00

* Not available in weights between 5-14 lbs.

All orders must be prepaid in U.S. funds with a check drawn on a U.S. bank. Enclose
a note stating the quantity and number of months you want, along with your full
mailing address. Mail to: P.O. Box 1487, Culver City, CA 90232, USA. Thank you.

Lord Chailanya’s appearance day, it made 
the evening news. And the same day, the 
local newspaper interviewed Hare Krishna 
dasa’s wife, Madhusudana-devi dasi. The 
paper printed a full-page article about Lord 
Chaitanya with three color photos.

The local TV cooking class has invited 
devotees several times, and Madhusudana 
won second prize in a local cooking contest 
for her malpura sweets. The University of 
Monterrey also asked Hare Krishna dasa to 
speak on religion and society on May 23.

Most recently the temple began its Hare 
Krishna Food for Life distribution. Gau- 
ranga-sakti dasa distributes prasadam once a 
week to the poor of the area.

R eg in a , C an ad a

UDHAMPUR, India—For the last nine 
months, Navayogendra Swami has been in 
Udhampur leading Krishna conscious pro
grams. In addition to regular morning Hari- 
nama processions, there are evening meet
ings at different locations throughout 
Udhampur, and the surrounding areas of 
Jammu and Kashmir.

On Lord Rama’s appearance day (March 
26), the city of Udhampur held the largest 
Hari-nama procession in its history. The 
event was organized by ISKCON.

Although most of the local people are 
devotees of Krishna, regular Hari-nama 
processions were not common until recently.

Regina has been the home of a Hare 
Krishna temple for 10 years. The devotees 
recently moved from a large house in the 
downtown area to a church. The new facility 
has a main hall, an office, a large kitchen, and 
adjoining apartments for devotees’ quarters. 
Since moving into the building in 1987, 
devotees have redecorated and built an altar.

Jai Rama dasa of Regina reports that the 
temple has 40 families who are Life Mem
bers and another 25 families who also help 
the temple. Jai Rama said that 5,000 books 
have been distributed in the area during the 
last 10 years.

Devotees are busy raising funds from the 
congregation to bring marble Radha-Krishna 
Deities for the altar. They are looking for a 
devotee couple to join the temple and assist 
in the expansion. Contact Jai Rama, c/o 
ISKCON, 1279 Retallack St., Regina, Sas
katchewan, Canada S4T 2H8, or call (306) 
781-2381.

B e rk e le y , C a lif.

The May 1988 Samadhi Now! newsletter 
reiterates the need for all temples to fulfill 
their financial commitments to build the 
Vrindavana samadhi [shrine] of Srila 
Prabhupada.

The newsletter cites recent GBC resolu
tions concerning the samadhi construction. It 
also includes a statement of recent remit
tances and excerpts from letters to the Sa
madhi Committee.

Kapindra dasa of New York stated, “The

second wave of Srila Prabhupada’s preach
ing mission is on its way, inspired by the 
completion of his samadhi. Therefore, give 
to your full satisfaction and receive multiple 
mercy in return.”

A GBC resolution names Brahmatirtha 
dasa of Alachua, Florida, to take responsibil
ity for “overseeing the successful collection 
of funds in North America.”

From now on, the Samadhi Now! news
letter will be published by Brahmatirtha, and 
all questions, donations, and correspondence 
can be directed to him at P.O. Box 819, 
Alachua, FL 32615.

MailorderBBT
Special Sale

Om Pendants—$1 
Krishna Pendants—$2 
Singapore Bhagavatam Sets—$75 
T-Shirts (Food for Life. BBT, Pada-yatra)—$6 
Assorted Prabhupada lecture Tapes—$2 
Assorted Prabhupada Bhajans—$3 
Bangles—$2/box 
Bundies & Vests—$2 
Children's Books (Rama, Prabhupada 

Comic, Songs of India, Prahlad)—$2 
Records (Krsna Meditations, Goddess ot 

Fortune, Laxml Shankar)—$2 
Silk Be ad bags—$2
Children’s dhotis, kurtas, and saris—$1 ea.
Single strand neckbeads—$.50 
BBT Posters—$2 
Indian Posters—$1.50 
Canvas Mount Prints—$5 
Mrdangas—$195
Hindi ft Gujarati Books—negotiable 
Krishna Postcards—$1

M any other books, Deity kits, jap a  
beads, etc. availab le  at close-out 
prices. Special discounts (or tem ples  
and  stores: all quantity items reduced  
10-50% below these a lready slashed 
prices. Call for your special d ea l.

California residents please Include  
6.5% sales tax.

Shipping extra: dom estic orders 
please ad d  15%; non-U.S. orders a d d  

20% for surface, 50% for airmail.
Phone (213) 559-4455 or 837- 

5283. Or write:
BBT Mailorder 

P.O. Box 34074 
Los Angeles, CA  90034

Navayogendra Swaml leads Hari-nama at 5:30 a.m.

Left:
The largest Hari-nama 
ever held in Udhampur.

Navayogendra Swami Leads 
Chanting in Udhampur



"After I leave you may 

show your love for me 

by cooperating nicely 

together and 

maintaining what I 

have left"
—Srila Prabhupada, 

1977

A PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLISHED IN THE INTEREST OF 
THE ISKCON PROPERTY CR ISIS TRUST FUND

INTERNATION
Only Three Weeks Left to Save New

If every man, woman and child who reads 

this ad gives even a small contribution, it could 

make the difference between saving or losing 

this wonderful farm community that Srila 

Prabhupada dearly loved.

Last year the chairman of the GBC wrote in 

a letter to his Godbrothers:

“As you are all surely aware, Prabhupada’s 

French yatra has suffered painful reverses in the 

last year and is now in a precarious financial 

situation. Ermenonville, the home of Sri Sri 

Radha-Paris Isvara, is lost. What is even more 

unbearable is that we are dangerously close to 

losing one of the most important and famous 

projects in the world, New Mayapur. New 

Mayapur was the first farm community in 

Europe, started with the personal blessings of 

Srila Prabhupada as the first farm community 

outside the United States. Srila Prabhupada 

personally installed the Deities, and now this 

project is well-known throughout India and the 

world. New Mayapur is also one of only 10 

remaining places in the world where Srila 

Prabhupada’s personal rooms are still being 

maintained.

“Among Prabhupada’s final instructions to 

us, two of the most grave and essential were 

‘Maintain what I have left’ and ‘Cooperate 

nicely together.’ The present situation in France 

tests our ability to carry out these vital instruc

tions of Srila Prabhupada.”

While ISKCON may be facing difficulties on 

many fronts in fulfilling Srila Prabhupada’s 

desires, we have witnessed his own extraordi

nary heroic efforts in Bombay to save a project 

despite all material obstacles. In recent months 

we have also witnessed the power of coordi

nated international appeals, such as those of 

the Committee to Free Soviet Hare Krishnas and 

the devotees at Bhaktivedanta Manor, to com

pletely turn around seemingly hopeless situ

ations.

Srila Prabhupada gave many instructions 

about why it is important to not close temples or 

move Deities.

N e w  M a y a p u r— T h e H o m e o f T h e ir Lo rd sh ip s  S r i S r i R ad h a-G o v in d a  M ad h a va , K rishna- 
Ba la ram a  an d  G au ra-N ita i.

Why You? Why Now? Why This Project?
L e t’s  M ake it T h re e  V ic to rie s  in a R o w  fo r S r ila  P ra b h u p ad a !

With the recent recognition of Krishna Consciousness in the 

Soviet Union, we are beginning to realize the effectiveness of our 

international efforts. A second appeal—to save Bhaktivedanta 

Manor in England—is also showing positive results. Now there is 

a third cause before the worldwide family of ISKCON—to save 

New Mayapur in France.

The devotees in France feel certain that given a little time,

New Mayapur can be purchased without difficulty. What we need 

now is help from outside. We must be ready to purchase the 

property when it goes to auction. That time is coming soon, as the 

bank is becoming impatient to close their dossier on the property.

We therefore humbly request your support now—no matter 

how small—to help save Srila Prabhupada’s property in 

France. Let’s work together to bring three great victories in a 

row through ISKCON’s international support and cooperation in 

serving Srila Prabhupada.

Recently Satsvarupa dasa Goswami visited France and said, 

“Of course the ultimate decision is not in our hands. But we 

should try our best, even if it seems that we are like the little bird 

trying to empty the ocean with her beak. If you can somehow 

save New Mayapur, it will be a great victory not only for 

ISKCON France, but for all devotees of Prabhupada through

out the world.”



»NAL APPEAL
sw Mayapur—Can You Please Help?

The devotees and well-wishers in France 

have overcome many difficulties, but are now 

facing a severe deadline in their efforts to save 

New Mayapur. Even though they have struggled 

sincerely for many months, they have only 

collected (or have pledges for) just over one- 

quarter of what is needed.

They are now suddenly faced with the 

desperate situation of New Mayapur going 

under the auctioneer’s hammer in three 

weeks.

They urgently require your help now. Just a 

few dollars could make the difference at the 

auction, where the highest cash bidder will 

claim the home of Their Lordships Sri Sri 

Radha-Govinda Madhava, Krishna-Balarama, 

and Gaura-Nitai.

We need your cooperation now to help 

maintain what Srila Prabhupada left. Whether 

student, householder, retiree, renunciant, GBC, 

servant, full-time, part-time, friend, sympathizer, 

or well-wisher, your contribution now could be 

the turning point. Please act today— there are 

only three weeks left.

Significant time-share and other hospitality 

benefits are available to all contributors and 

supporters of this international appeal.

If we are unsuccessful in our bid to save 

New Mayapur, your donation will be returned. 

Please be sure to indicate return address with 

each donation.

This appeal has the full support of 

ISKCON’s Governing Body Commissioners, and 

the North American GBC body recently issued

The Importance of Keeping ISKCON New Mayapur
(Q u o tes  from  S r ila  P ra b h u p ad a ’s  Le tte rs )

“At the present moment I am staying in our French castle in the village of Lucay-le-Male. 
We have purchased recenUy 250 acres of land with a big palace. Some photos are enclosed 
herewith. I am now organizing in Europe and America many farm lands so that my 
devotees can live there peacefully, grow their own foodstuffs, produce cloth, and save time 
for chanting Hare Krishna. This scheme has been successful in New Vanda ban, West 
Virginia; New Orleans; and Pennsylvania. So the same attempt is being made here in 
France. This place is a little interior from Paris about 180 miles, and there are about 100 
devotees already. They are growing vegetables, fruits, and flowers, and keeping cows with 
great enthusiasm. They are chanting Hare Krishna also village to village in buses, so the 
propaganda work is going on nicely.”

—Letter to Sripad Bon Maharaja, Aug. 11,1976

“ I have already explained that once a temple is opened it cannot be closed. Before 
opening we must consider very carefully. Worship in the temple means to personally call 
Krishna, and He personally comes, therefore the arrangement must be there for the temple 
worship to go on nicely before opening any temple. This is the principle. Closing a temple 
we cannot do. It becomes a farce and is against the bhakti cult.”

—Letter to Hamsadutta, Oct. 1,1974

k

the following statement: “Further, this body fully 

endorses the efforts to save New Mayapur as an 

ISKCON project and recommends that all 

temples and individuals with sufficient means 

cooperate as far as possible.”

You may contact your local GBC to verify 

any points concerning the authenticity of this 

appeal.

For further information , please contact 

Sivarama Swami, c/o Bhaktivedanta Manor, 

Letchmore Heath, Watford, Herts., WD2 8EP, 

England; tel.: 836-231-692; fax: 9276-2896. 

Bhakticaru Swami, c/o Radhadesh, Chateau de 

Petit Somme, Septon 5482, Belgium; tel.: 86- 

322480; fax: 86-323117. Advaita Acharya dasa, 

23501 Ridge Route Dr. #A, Laguna Hills, CA 

92653, USA; tel.: (714) 770-4142 or (714) 494- 

2632; fax: (714) 770-5401. Madhavacharya dasa, 

c/o New Mayapur, Lucay-Le-Male, Valencay, 

36600 France; tel.: 54-40-26-88.

“ I ’m not in favor of closing even a small temple. It is not a plaything 
to close a temple or to start a temple. When wc open a temple, we arc 
inviting Krishna. So you can’t say to Krishna, go away. You have no 
feeling what are the ideas of a temple. You should always consider that 
we have invited Lord Caitanya, Lord Jagannatha, and Radha-Krishna, and 
if we close it, it is an insult. How can we call Them and then say get 
out? We should always feel when we open a temple that the Deity is 
living and not dead stone or wood. It is a great offense. Before opening 
a temple, it must be considered a hundred times, and after opening it 
cannot be closed. It must be maintained.”

—Letter to Hamsadutta, Sept. 12, 1974

“Regarding your questions, no, the large Deity can never be moved, 
not at all.” —Letter to Rupanuga, Aug. 21,1975

“ Have there been rains at New Mayapura? There should at least be rains 
in our area. Yes, increase the flowers. You have got sufficient space. 
Produce flowers, fruits, vegetables, and grains in ample quantifies. We 
should be fully self-sufficient. I like New Mayapura very much.”

—Letter to Bhagavan, Nov. 7,1976

| | Yes, I wish to help save New Mayapur, the home 

of Sri Sri Radha-Govinda Madhava, for Srila 

Prabhupada.

I | I can give an immediate donation o f ___ $5 ____$10 ____

$25 ___ $50 ____$108 ____ $1,008 ___ other

Please find my check or money order for U.S. $ .
enclosed (other internationally-traded currencies welcome).

I | I would like information about providing a loan (short- or 

long-term) to save New Mayapur. Please contact me.

[ ) I can’t help right now, but would like to in the future. Please 

keep my name on your mailing list.

Please make check/money order payable to:
“ ISKCON Property Crisis Trust Fund” and send to the address closest to you:

Sivarama Swami 
c/o Bhaktivedanta Manor 
Letchmore Heath 
Watford, Herts., WD2 8EP 
England
Tel.: 836-231-692

Name:_____________

Bhakticaru Swami 
c/o Radhadesh 
Chateau de Petit Somme 
Septon 5482 Belgium 
Tel.: 86-322480

Advaita Acharya dasa 
23501 Ridge Route Dr. #A 
Laguna Hills, CA 92653 USA 
Tel.: (714) 7704142 
or (714) 494-2632

Address:

Phone:
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Stutya dasa reports that in Renton, a 
community outside Seattle, Washington, 
Krishna conscious householders meet to
gether weekly. The devotees involved in the 
program all have outside jobs and are remote 
from any established temple.

Stutya says the meetings arc a “valuable 
medium for open, warm, and honest friend
ship among Godbrothcrs to exchange family 
matters, parenting tips, child education, and 
support in general.” Stutya says it is the best 
way for devotees living outside to get to 
know each other and suggests that house
holders in other cities try it

The devotees of Renton celebrated the 
Great American Mcatout March 20. Stutya 
dasa and his son, VaLshnava Gosai (aged 4) 
went out to distribute literature about vege
tarianism and talk to people. Favorite spots 
for the day were drive-up windows at meat 
take-away stands and in front of a local 
hospital. Stutya reports a better reception at 
the hospital, where recipients thanked him 
for the health-giving information.

*  *  *

Scholars are reading and liking India's 
Spiritual Renaissance, by Satyaraja dasa 
(Steven Rosen). Dr. A.N. Chatterjce, profes
sor of history at Delhi University, said the 
book is “ both historically accurate and spiri
tually uplifting.” Ajjarapu Prabhakara Rao, 
of the National Library of India, said the 
B6ok is a “ much needed and useful contribu
tion to the study of Gaudiya Vaishnavism.” 

Satyaraja cites what he calls a “break
through in Muslim-Hindu-ISKCON rela
tions.” Al-Hafiz B.A. Masri, retired Imam 
(Sunni) of Shah Jchan Mosque in Working, 
England, said in a review, “ The non-sectar
ian message he brings out in Chaitanya’s 
teachings is reminiscent of all true religions, 
especially of the Islamic fundamental requi
site of total submission (Tasleem) to God or 
Allah. Anyone claiming to belong to any 
religion who starts hating others for doctrinal 
differences belongs to no religion.

‘Thus the essence of Chaitanya’s mes
sage was non-sectarian devotion to the Su
preme Lord, callcd by different names in 
different languages," Masri said.

Vaishnava Calendars 
Now Available

Send $2 to IWR, P.O. Box 1487, 
Culver Cily, CA 90232, USA. 

JUNE
24 App. of Sri Sri Gangamau Goswamini; 
Dasahara—Sri Sri Ganga-puja; Disapp. of Srila 
Baladcva Vidyabhusana Prabhu.
26 Pandava Nirjala Ekadasi (fast from grains and 
beans).
27 Break fast between sunrise and 9:25 a.m.; 
Cira-dadhi (yogurt & flat rice) Festival at Sripat 
Panihati by Raghunatha dasa Gosvami.
29 Bathing Ceremony of Lord Jagannathadeva; 
Disapp. of Srila Mukunda Dutta and Srila 
Sridhara Pandit.
30 June (1 Vamana), Thursday: (Krsna-pratipat) 
Disapp. of Srila Syamananda Prabhu.

JULY
4 App. of Srila Vakrcsvara Pandita.
9 Disapp. of Srila Srivasa Pandita.
10 Yogini Ekadasi (fast from grains and beans).
11 Break fast between sunrise and 9:28 a.m.
13 Dis. Srila Gadadhara Pandita Gosvami and 
Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakur (fast till noon); 
ISKCON formed by Srila Prabhupada in 1966

In Remembrance
Advaita Acharya dasa and Jayasri-devi 

dasi observed the disappearance of their 
child with a special Sunday ceremony at the 
Laguna Beach, Calif., temple. The unborn 
baby boy lost his life just several hours be
fore he was due to be bom. Doctors could not 
ascertain the cause of death.

The parents said that as devotees they 
understood the event as “ the will of the 
Supreme Lord.” The birth took place on the 
appearance day of Lord Nityananda, Jan. 31, 
and the infant’s ashes were scattered on the 
Ganges River on Lord Chaitanya’s appear
ance day by Sivarama Swami.

Because of the auspicious circumstances 
surrounding the infant’s death, the parents 
feel assured that the baby’s soul went back to 
Godhead.

*  *  *
On Christmas Day, 1987, Philomena 

Morgan left her body while chanting Hare 
Krishna. Philomena is the mother of Athens 
Temple President Vijnana dasa. Vijnana said 
that when he joined ISKCON four years ago, 
his mother had trouble accepting Krishna as 
God. When she learned she had cancer sev
eral years later, she went to England for 
recovery. While there, her son visited and 
they had several long philosophical discus
sions that changed her mind.

In a letter to GBC member Danavir dasa, 
written just before returning to Greece, 
Philomena praised Srila Prabhupada’s books 
saying, “ I have many books . . . and am 
receiving instruction through them.”

She returned to Greece in Dec. 1987, 
despite her ill health, explaining that she felt 
it was better for her spiritual life. Despite 
being debilitated with cancer, Philomena 
chanted daily on her beads and spoke of 
moving into the temple. She said she wanted 
to serve the devotees by cooking and ironing.

She left her body unexpectedly in the 
hospital, and thus no devotees were present 
Just before her passing, however, she asked 
the doctors for her japa beads and began 
chanting. A festival was held in her honor at 
the temple two days later. Vijnana said that 
her life was a great inspiration for all the 
devotees at the Athens temple.

Vaishnava Gosai— a new-age preacher at Burger King on Meatout Day.

the complete, unabridged

KRSNA BOOK
■ ■ ■

A Dramatic Narration with Music on 32 Audio-Cassettes
by Amala-bhakta Das

Three
Cassettes $ 1 2 . 0 0

Now, instead of paying $40.00 
for each volume at once (10 cas
settes), or $116.00 for all three 
volumes at once (32 cassettes)— 
you may order just 3 cassettes for 
only $12.00. If, after you have re
ceived them and like them, you 
may continue to order 3 cassettes 
at a time till you own the entire set. 
Or, you may stop ordering them 
whenever you wish.

Recorded on high-quality BASF 
tape, each cassette plays for over 
90 Minutes. So 3 of them will pro
vide you with 4-1/2 hours of tran
scendental listening pleasure. (The

whole set lasts almost 48 hours.) 
The narration is clear, enthusiastic 
and inspiring. So it will enable you 
to easily enter into the spirit of the 
Lord’s pastimes ... will touch your 
heart and stimulate your love for 
the Lord... and will bring you inner 
delight and a spontaneous desire 
to more eagerly serve Him.

Many devotees regularly listen 
to these KRSNA cassettes while 
engaged in various activities—and 
enjoy them immensely. So why not 
order your 3 cassettes today and 
discover why. Your satisfaction is 
guaranteed.

KRISHNA PRODUCTIONS, 3305 Cardiff Ave., Dept. IWR-26, Los Angeles, CA 90034
□ • Yes, send me 3 KRSNA book cassettes @ $12.00 $________

• Shipping/handling in U.S.: $1.25 $________
• Non-U.S. air mail: $3.00 (U.S. funds only) $________

□  •Sendme( ) volume 1—$40 (10 tapes);
( ) vol. 2—$40 (10 tapes); ( ) vol 3—$46
(12 tapes); ( ) All 3 vols.—$116 (saving $10) $________

• Shippingsandling in U.S.: $2.50 $________
• Non-U.S. air mail: add 32%; surface, 17% (U.S. funds only) $________
• Calif, residents add 6-1/2% sales tax $________
Enclosed is my ( ) check; ( ) M.O. TOTAL

Name
_____________ C»y_________________ St..

LJ Please tend free catalog ot other dramatic recording«

.Address_ 
_ZIP_ Ĉountry,

A N I M A L S

? A N IM A L S '
A G E N D A■ ■ * 

SENStifSS * Jk  
SAVAGERY
Ww on tfce Knngorvo*

D o  t h e y  

m a t t e r ?

An exciting new movement is taking 
a hard look at the way we treat 
animals Whetner you consider 
yourself an animal rights activist, 
or simply one who cares about 
animals, you are a participant in 
the animal rights movement a 
massive, broad-based effort in 
which people are pushing for 
change—and winning—on many 
fronts
The animal rights movement is as 
diverse as the animals it seeks to 
protect and only one publication, 
The ANIMALS' AGENDA gives you 
comprehensive coverage of its 
successes, its problems, its 
people, and its organizations
Now with just one magazine, The 
ANIMALS' AGENDA, you can 
touch base on all the issues, and 
learn how people and organiza
tions are making animal rights one 
of the major concerns of the 
1980's
Ten issues per year—
65 pages and growing!!

n  Y E S ,  Sign me up lor * 
The ANIMALS’ AGENDA. "

□ 1 yr. $1800 □2yrs.S33.50 CI3yrs $4500
□ Payment enclosed □ Bill me

Name __

Street __

City. . State. -Zip.
The ANIMALS' AGENDA 
Subscription DepartmentPO. Box 6809, Syracuse NY 13217
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Unity in ISKCON ...
continued from page 3 

trust for each other. Unity is based on 
friendship. The madhyama adhikari 
Vaishnavas deal with other Vaishnavas with 
friendship. That friendship is actually a 
reflection of their love for Krishna. So we all 
have the same mission, the same cause; we 
are all striving to achieve the same goal, and 
that is the basis of our unity. First of all we 
have to understand that this International 
Society for Krishna Consciousness is 
actually a society of devotees. That means a 
society of servants of Krishna. It is not a 
society where somebody becomes the master 
of the rest of the devotees.

In Krishna Consciousness being a leader 
means being the biggest servant The bigger 
servant you are, the better leader you are. 
Material nature is the platform of exploita
tion; the spiritual nature is the platform of 
service. So whoever serves becomes the 
greater.
IW R : Do you feel it’s getting better? 
Bhakticaru Swami: Oh, yes. Now the mood 
is one of more cooperation. At least the spirit 
of exploitation has reduced to a considerable 
extent. For instance, other years during the 
zonal assignments there used to literally be 
fights over who will take what zone. 
Whereas this year there was practically no 
feeling of striving for zones.

Everyone was satisfied with whatever he 
had. Not satisfied—I ’d say saturated— 
everybody has so much responsibility with 
whatever they had. No one actually wanted 
to increase their responsibility. So this is a 
sign that they’re realizing that the GBC zonal 
assignment is actually a responsiblity; there 
is no room for exploitation.
IW R: If our Society really became united 
and was able to work together very well, how 
do you think that would manifest? 
Bhakticaru Swami: First of all if we work 
unitedly, then Srila Prabhupada’s mercy will 
flow and Krishna’s mercy will be showering 
upon us. Everything will come. Because we 
became disunited, that’s why Krishna was 
taking everything away from us. Now if we 
become united, Krishna will bless us with 
everything. Laksmidevi is the controller of 
the opulence of the universe. The opulence 
of each universe is controlled by one 
Laksmidevi, and thousands and thousands of 
such Laksmis are rendering service at the 
lotus feet of Krishna. So if we serve Krishna, 
won’t Laksmidevi shower Her mercy upon 
us? She will give us everything we need But 
She will make sure that we are using it for 
Krishna’s service; otherwise She will take it 
away.

IW R : What about the gurus and others who 
have fallen away? How should their dis
ciples and Godbrothers think of them? 
Bhakticaru Swami: I think it’s very, very 
personal. Different individuals will approach 
it differently. I personally feel that we cannot 
legislate any formal approach or formal pol
icy as such. We have to consider that we are 
dealing with living entities with emotions 
and different attachments.

The best way to approach that issue is to 
consider, “ It’s unfortunate that my guru fell 
down, but I hope that someday he comes 
back.” That’s the attitude I ’m taking toward

my Godbrothers who left the society. I pray 
that someday they come back.

As a member of the society, I My to keep 
the room clear and make accommodation— 
make room for them and keep the door open, 
so that whenever they feel like, they can just 
step in. If the new gurus take a very humble 
position, then the old gurus, if they come, 
they won’t really feel that bad.

For instance, if the new gurus are taking 
big worship and big glorification, then the 
old gurus if they came, and they were de
prived of that glorification, then probably 
they would feel bad. But if the new gurus
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don’t take that kind of worship and they play 
a very humble role, and then if the gurus who 
left the movement—if they come back— 
then whoever wants to worship them and 
follow them in a humble way, no one will 
mind it.

The main thing is that we have to try to 
accommodate everyone so that no one feels 
hurt. In the past we hurt many people, and we 
can see that the consequences are not very 
good; our society has become weaker. But 
now in order to strengthen the society, even 
if we have to sacrifice something, let us make 
that sacrifice for the sake of our society.
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WANTED

Devotee couple needed in small preaching center 
in Monterrey, Mexico. Preaching, cooking for 
Deities, pujari service. 50 minutes from Dallas, 
Texas. Need reference from local GBC. Contact 
Hare Krishna dasa, c/o ISKCON, Zaragoza 1007, 
Nte. Zona Centro, Monterrey, Mexico.

Wanted: ISKCON brahmacaris—Long Island 
temple will provide free airfare and assistance in 
acquiring green card to any qualified brahmacari 
desiring full-time service in USA. 18-month 
commitment required. Reply by mail with three 
ISKCON references to: Adarsi dasa, ISKCON 
Long Island, 197 S. Ocean Ave., Freeport, NY 
11520.

Crime prevention program: "Kirtana-rasa is 
the safest situation within this material world.” 
Welcome views and ideas on anti-crime for 
weekly periodical accompanying program’s book 
distribution! Write to Lilamohan dasa, c/o Kirtan 
Center, P.O. Box 93627, Cleveland, OH 44101.

Long Island ISKCON seeks Temple President. 
Generous annual compensation package includ
ing salary, bonus, health insurance, and other 
benefits. Qualified candidates please inquire 
immediately by contacting Adarsi dasa: (516) 
785-1330 day; (516) 867-0346 night. Send res
ume and five ISKCON references to: ISKCON, 
197 S. Ocean Ave., Freeport, NY 11520.

SALES/SERVICES

Expert Seamstress will sew outfits for your 
home Deities. Contact Tapati dasi at (616) 247- 
6775.

Vedic astrological office and indological pub
lisher reopens. To all my friends: I ’m back from 
India and invite correspondence regarding our 
services and books. Vishwa Vaidic Vidyasangha, 
c/o Patita-Pavana Dasa, 2441 Clare St., San 
Pablo. CA 94806 (415) 237-2826. Read Touring 
the Land of Krishna—$12.95.

Vegetarianism and World Religion—an hour- 
long N.Y. radio talk show lecture with Satyaraja 
dasa (Steven Rosen). Hear the Krishna conscious 
conclusion that inspired many listeners to call in! 
To order send $7.50 to FOLK Books, P.O. Box 
400716, Brooklyn, NY 11240-0716.

Vedic Astrologer: Consult Syamasundara dasa, 
Jyotish Siromani, over 10 years experience. 
Marriage compatibilities. Sophisticated Vedic 
astrological software available for IBM com
patibles. Send Self-Addressed Stamped Envelope 
to SRIVAS, 4255 LBJ Freeway, Suite 114, Dal
las, TX 75244.

Transcendental Cassettes! Over 208 rare 
tapes—specializing in Vishnujana, Music of In
dia, New Age, and Children’s. Free List. $1 
sampler tapes. Mahi Barta, P.O. Box 228, Badger, 
CA 93603.

G o u r  T r a v e l s

Domestic & International Travelers 

India— Europe— Far East 

Prassannatma dasa 

1135 Opal St.

San Diego, CA 92109 

(619) 272-9792 or 

(800)777-4313 

Professional service 

at no extra cost.

Govinda’s Sun Dried
Haribol Prabhusl
Govinda's in New Govardhana (San 

Diego, CA) has started its own Sun 
Dried Mango production. By the mercy 
of Sri Sri Radha- Giridhari, this King of 
Fruits is now available to you wherever 
you may be.

And it is all Mango— all natural— noth
ing but Mango and Sunshine!

W e have no specific inform ation, 
whether Lord Krsna and his cowherd 
boys, 5000 years ago, relished this best

his let-of dried fruits, but we know fror 
ters that Srila Prabhupada did.
“ P lease  im m ediately send me 
dried mango. It Is my dally food 
and It keeps me fit. So you should 
regularly send the same quantity 
every month as you sent last 
time. That Is your personal con
tribution to me.”

To Brahmananda, February 17, 1969

Govinda’s Sun Dried Mango
? suaar—but it's SO sweet! (postage/shipping extra, see oraer foNo sugar—but it’s so sweet!

No preservatives—but it lasts and 
lasts!

No additives—because it has it all! 

Really, there is nothing like it on the 
market.
A must for Deity worship!

We are presently producing over 150 
pounds of Govinda's Sun Dried Mango 
daily. We are offering it in three package 
sizes: 1 pound bags for $5.00 per bag, 5 
pound boxes for $20.00 per box, and 10 
pound b oxes  for $ 3 9 .0 0  per box

(postage/shipping extra, see orcier form 
below for details.)

If you are ordering for your Deities, 
p lease  specify that you w ant your 
G ovinda 's  Sun Dried M ango to be 
bhoga— otherw ise it will be Sri Sri 
Radha-Giridhari prasadam.

Distributorships: W e w e lc o m e  in 
quiries about d istributorsh ips from  
devotees around the world. Govinda's 
Sun Dried Mango, the pure, perfect 
natural sweet, can be sold anywhere! All 
glories to prasadam distribution!

Write today for a free sample.

Govinda’s, P. O. Box 90854 Dept. IWR-1, San Diego, CA 92109 
Yes! Please send me
____  1 -lb. bags at $5.00 per bag + $1.50 postage -  $6.50 per bag $
____  5-lb boxes at $20.00 per box + $3.00 postage -  $23.00 per box $
____  10-lb boxes at $39.00 per box + $5.00 postage -  $44.00 per box $
____ other (add 10% for postage) $

Enclosed is my □  check o money order for $ .
U.S. funds only. Orders to Canada, postage is 150% of the amounts above Orders to other areas, postage is 300% of the amounts above or inquire about specific rates
N a m e _________________________________________________________________________

Address, 

City. State ZIP _Country
□ Check here if you want your Govinda's Sun Dried Mango to be bhoga for deity worship.

Over 700 chemicals have been found in U.S. 
drinking water! 129 pose a major threat to our 
health. All bottled water questionable quality and 
expensive. Drink purest water for 40 per gallon. 
Contact Radhanatha dasa, (619) 270-9412; (619) 
483-0264.

Vedic Horoscope calculated by Vaishnava Pan
dit Jyotishi K.C. Dasa. Just send your birth data 
and a $3 (U.S.) to $5 donation to ARIA, 9715 
Venice Blvd., Ste. 6, Los Angeles, CA 90034.

Rare BTGs, IWRs, 200 play scripts, 1,500 rare 
tapes; files on all important subjects. Send SASE 
to Radha-Damodara dasa, 5534 S.E. Marine Dr., 
Burnaby BC Canada, V5J 3G8. (604) 439-1704.

The ISKCON World Review is the 

ideal forum to reach Hare Krishna 

temples and devotees worldwide 

with your product or service.

Ask about our 

Permanent Listing Discount.

C l a s s i f i e d  A d  P r i c e s

$.50 per word for a regular listing; 

$.75 per word for boxed listing. 

Send your ad with payment to: 

IWR Classified Ads,

P.O. Box 1487,

Culver City, CA 90232 USA 

(213) 839-0903

D i s p l a y  A d s

Start as low as $45—  

call or write for rates.

The Los Angeles/ 
Venice Beach 

Rathayatra 
will be Aug. 1 4

i i i i w

150 Hridayananda Maharaja tapes (from the 
HTM) all for $.70/ea. or individually $1 ea. 100 
Satsvarupa Maharaja tapes (same deal). Blank 
tapes $.25/ea., 60 or 90 min lengths—thousand+ 
available; 10% discount for over 100. Call (619) 
272-3888.

K r s n a  L i b r a r y
Anthology 

Glories of Caitanya $1.99

Baladeva Vidyabhusana 
Aisvarya-kadambini $4.99 

Jiva Gosvami

Tattva-sandarbha $8.99
Kavikamapura

Gaura-ganoddesa-dipika $3.99 

Caitanya-sahasra-nama $1.99 
Madhvacarya

100 Refutations Mayavadis $3.99 

Prabodhananda Sarasvati 

Caitanya-candramrta $4.99 

Raghunatha Gosvami 

Vraja-vilasa $4.99
Rupa Gosvami

Astadasa-cchandah $3.99

Glories of Krsna $2.99

Govinda-virudavali $3.99

Radha-Krsna-dipika $8.99 

Yamunacarya

Stotra-ratna $1.99

Send orders to:

Krsna Institute 

P.O. Box 281 
Culver City, CA 90232 

(213) 838-3535 
(Include $3 shipping.) COD OK. 

Overseas write for shipping costs.

Malik
The poignant contemporary 
drama of an Indian devotee 

whose faith in Krishna 
is renewed.

A full-length film (105 min.), 
on videotape in color with 

English subtitles.

$ 9 . 9 5

plus $3.50 
shipping. Calif, 
res. add 6.5% 
sales tax.Only

ITV Productions, Ltd 
P.O. Box 1015 

Culver City, CA 90232 
(213) 559-7670

H E A R  F R O M  T H E  S O U R C E
• Full set of 711 Prabhupada lecture tapes only $1,395

• Single lecture tapes $2.50 ea. (order by master catalog code#) • $2.25 ea. over 100 tapes 
• Original unedited bhajanas-50% never before released (35 C-90’s) $85 

• Nectar of Devotion Series (15 tapes) $37.50 • Lord Kapila Series (21 tapes) $52.50 
• Queen Kunti Series (14 tapes) $35 • Yoga System Series (7 tapes) $17.50

• Original Krishna Book dictation tapes (33 tapes) $75
• Master catalog $5 (refunded upon order of 20 tapes)

Books: • Letters from Srila Prabhupada (6,300 letters; 
five 680-page hardbound volumes) $125 postpaid • Wholesale rates available

Full Sets; • Small (Singapore) Srimad-Bhagavatam edition $125 
Please include the following postage (Letters books excepted) with your U.S. order of $2-25; $2; 
$26-100: $5; $101-500: $10; $501-2,000: $20; outside U.S. add 20% to total cost of the order. 
Send Postal Money Order, Cashiers Check, or Bank Draft only. Non-U.S.orders—make sure that 
the bank from which you buy your Cashiers Check has a branch or affiliation in the U.S.

The Bhaktivedanta Archives & Tape Ministry
P.O. Box 34453, Los Angeles, CA 90034 Tel.: (213) 559-2143
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H u m b le  B e g in n in g s :  

The B h a k tive d an ta  T ap e M in is try  & A rc h iv e s
Srila Prabhupada recorded his earliest lectures on tape in 

1966, while living alone in New York. It was indeed a blow 
to him when his tape recorder was stolen from his room on 
West 2̂nd Street.

Later, disciplcs taped his classes and accumulated infor
mal collections in various centers. Finally in 1972 the 
Bhaktivedanta Book Trust organized a system for the preser
vation of Srila Prabhupada’s lectures during his travels all 
over the world.

The BBT purchased two Uher portable reel-to-reel tape re
corders; one for India and one for the rest of the world. Srila 
Prabhupada’s secretaries accepted the task of recording. In 
mid-1976 portable cassette players replaced the reel-to-reel 
recorders. By then the Bhaktivedanta Tape Ministry supplied 
subscribers with as many as four cassette tapes a week.

In 1978, after Srila Prabhupada’s departure, the Bhakti
vedanta Archives was started by Parama-rupa dasa and 
Radhavallaba dasa. They took responsibility for the original 
tapes from Golden Avatar Studios, and secured copies of 
many previously unknown recordings from other disciples. 
The ministry’s collection expanded, and today there are 711 
lecture and conversation tapes, and 35 bhajanas and purport 
tapes available for purchase.

In the years 1983 to late 1985 the BBT conducted “Opera
tion Vani,” transcribing all of the tapes and preserving them 
on microfilm. During those years the archives also micro
filmed all of Srila Prabhupada’s handwritten manuscripts and 
letters.

The archives began a project to de-acidify and encapsulate 
all original documents, but this phase has yet to be completed, 

g Apart from the spoken and written word, there are ap- 
1 proximately 20 hours of film footage of Srila Prabhupada. 
|  Much of that is now available on videotape from ITV. There 
| arc also approximately 80,000 slides and photographs of Srila 
m Prabhupada stored in the archives.

Archives Store Prabhupada’s Words on CD-ROM
Preserving Srila Prabhupada’s legacy is 

the mission of the Bhaktivedanta Archives, 
based in Los Angeles. A new technology 
called CD-ROM offers massive storage 
capabilities that will make their work easier. 
According to Ranjit dasa of the BA, “Every 
one of Srila Prabhupada’s estimated 25 mil
lion written and spoken words can fit on one 
5-1/2" disk—with room to spare.”

Srila Prabhupada produced nearly 75 
books, and his taped conversations would 
make an additional 30 volumes if they were 
published in book form, says Ranjit.

While computers can never replace 
books or tapes, Ranjit notes that CD-ROM 
offers revolutionary applications for re
search and publishing. Within five seconds, 
a word-search program can locate any word 
or combination of words in the 25-million 
word database.

“ If one wanted to publish a book on varn- 
ashrama or reincarnation, or some other 
topic,” Ranjit explains, “by a few simple 
keystrokes one could find all of Srila 
Prabhupada’s quotes on a particular topic.” 

There is still quite a bit of work to be 
done, however, before the project is ready 
for unveiling. The North American BBT 
currently funds the project, but additional 
money must be raised to accelerate efforts 
during the next two years.

For more information, contact Ranjit or 
Ekanatha, c/o BBT Archives, P.O. Box 
34453, Los Angeles, CA 90034; tel.: (213) 
559-2143.

Scrip ture on Tape
The following selections from Vaisnava scripture are now available on 
audiocassette from Padma Productions. Melodious chanting of Sanskrit, 
with translations by Srila Prabhupada (SP), Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati (BS), 
KuSakratha dasa (KD ), and Hriday3nanda Goswami (HG). Indian back
ground music on some tapes. Source, translator, no. of tapes in parentheses.

____1) Brahma-samhita and Krsna-Karnamrta (SP, B S )........................$ 4.00
____2) The Gopis Enchanted by Krsna’s Flute (Bhag. 10.21) (S P ).........$4.00
____3) Srila Prabhupada’s Favorite Bh3gavatam Verses (S P )................$ 5.00
____4) Rupa GosvSmi's Summary of Krsna-llla (2) (KD )......................$ 7.50
____5) Bhaktivinode Thakura's Summary of Caitanya-llla (KD )...........$5.00
____6) The Prayers of King KulaSekhara (KD )................................... $ 4.00
____ 7) Prabodhananda Sarasvati's Caitanya-candramrta (2) (KD ).......... $ 9.00
____8) The Nar3yana-kavaca Shield (Bhagavatam 6.8) (SP ).................. $4.00
____9) Krsna’s Complete Vmdavana-lila (5) (Bhag. 10.1-45) (SP, HG)...$24.00
____10) Siksastaka, UpadeSamrta, and ISopanisad (SP )........................... $4.00
____11) A RupaGosvami Sampler (Stava-mala) (KD)........................... $4.00
____12) Raghunatha dasa Gosvami's Vmdavana Tour (Stavavali) (KD).....$5.00
____13) Bhagavad-gita: Sanskrit and English (4) (S P ).......................... $18.00

To order, send cash, or check or money order made out to Dravida dasa, Box 2459, 
Miami Beach, Florida 33140 (10% off for four or more tapes). In South America, 
please add 20% for airmail; in Europe, 30%; in the Far East and Australia, 50%. For 
more information on the selections, send a self-addressed, stamped envelope.

Name ________________________________________________________________

Street--------------------------------------------------------

City.__________________________________State___________Zip____________

Books, Videos, Tapes, & More
—All from One Source—

C a ll To ll-Free D ay or N igh t fo r O rd e rs  or In fo rm ation

1-800-553-8298 [in Mississippi call (601) 445-2222]
Full Singapore Srimad-Bhagavatam • Ramayana or Krishna Book Narra- 
Sets—30 Hard Vol’s. $89 tions-Ten 92-Minute Tapes—$39.50

Prabhupada Letters (5 Vol’s, 6,300 • Many Vaishnava Publications on All 
Letters)—$125 postpaid Topics, Astrology, Ayurveda, Etc.

1 Asst. Prabhupada Lectures, Bhajans, • Prabhupada Videos, Including 15 
Kirtans-$4; Prabhupada T-Shirts-$6 New, Unreleased Films—$27 ea. 

Plus much more—call to get on our mailing list. We ship UPS COD within 24 hours.
Vedic River Devotional Supplies

—Subsidiaty of Old South Vedic Society—
P.O. Box 127, Washington, MS 39190 USA

Long Island ISKCON SeeksTemple President
Generous Annual Compensation Package Including 

Salary, Bonus, Health Insurance, and Other Benefits 
Qualified Candidates Please Inquire Immediately 

by Contacting Adarsi Dasa:

(516) 785-1330 Day (516) 867-0346 Night

Send Resume and Five ISKCON References to: 

ISKCON 
197 South Ocean Ave. 
Freeport, NY 11520
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AVATAR OF THE NEW AGE

Read about the 15th Century religious reformer 
who spread the message of vegetarianism, 

reincarnation, and love of God.

Thirty-six beautiful illustrations, including full color, never-before-published bas- 
reliels of Lord Chaitanya’s pastimes Also includes black & white pictures of holy 
sites in relation to Lord Chaitanya and four maps of India that pinpoint the most 

important places the Lord visited while travelingand preaching.

I N D A
S P I R I T U A L  R E N A I S S A N C E

S T E V E N  R O  S E N
F O R E W O R D  BY  S A T S V A R U P A  DA S  O O S W A M I

With a foreword by 
Satsvarupa Da.s Goswanii 
250 pages, paperback 
ISBN 0-96I<»763-0-6

Order your copy now!
Send $12.95
Add 15% for shipping
and handling

Cheek payable to:
FOLK Books 
P. O. Box 400716 
Brooklyn, N. Y.,
11240-0716

SAVE $2.95
Send just $10 

plus shipping and handling

India s Spiritual Renaissance: The Life and Times of I  And Chaitanya is an excellent 
synopsis of the career and teachingsofoneof the world's greatest spiritual leaders, 
based on traditional devotional biographies and supplemented by the views of 
modern scholars. The author has added a further dimension by weaving into his 
narrative the insights of contemporary Western devotees of Chaitanya Mahapra- 
bhu. . . . The result is a\ery accessible introduction toChaitanya and his message 
that should inspire readers toexplore the rich resources so temptingly summarized 
in this volume."
—Dr. Thomas J. Hopkins.

Chairman and Professor of the Department of Religious Studies.
Franklin and Marshall College. Lancaster. Pennsylvania

"A most insightful presentation of the life and times of Lord Chaitanya Mahapra- 
bhu. . . . India's Spiritual Renaissance may well become a perennial classic!”
— Dr. Ramakrishna Rao.

Emeritus Distinguished Professor of Philosophy.
Mysore University. South India
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