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> ŝ  > A & P INTERNATIONAL

715/262-5788 FAX 262-3823 
577 LOCUST ST 

PRESCOTT. Wl 54021

‘S»

<» ^
-AAABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVWXYZ 

£%w s» •> abcdefghijklmnopqrstuvwxyz

V7 ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVWXYZ ^
3 .5  mm abcdefghijklmnopqrstuvwxyzl234567890

ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVWXYZ
3.0 mm abcdefghijklmnopqrstuvwxyzl234567890



The imprint dates of many issues are missing 
or unavailable. These issues are listed below 
for your convenience.

Volume 1, Nos. 3-10 

Volume 2, Nos. 1-8 

Volume 3, Nos. 1-12 

Volume 4, Nos. 1-12 

Volume 5, Nos. 1-8



This file is incomplete. The missing issues are 
listed below. If a missing issue becomes 
available, it will be added in the appropriate 
place or at the end of the reel.

Title: The ISKCON World Review 

Missing: Volume 5, Nos. 6-8





Devotee shuns guards; Prince gets mercy
From a spiritual point of view, the 

devotee sees these melodramas un
folding, a cast of actors and actresses 
staging roles under the spell o f the 
illusory energy of Krishna, not knowing 
that when the scene is over, the curtains 
will close and all the fancy make-up and 
costumes will fall away.

All of India was watching the drama of 
“The Arrival of the Prince.” We were 
watching as well, but unlike the sense en- 
joyer who watches to be entertained, and 
the critic who comes to establish his own 
importance by finding fault in the perfor
mance, or the renunciant who reluses to 
even see it, the devotee sits in the 
audience, waiting silently, anxiously, for

the opportunity to burst onto the stage 
and, with the power of transcendental 
knowledge at his command, awaken the 
dreaming actors and enlighten them 
about their eternal roles as loving ser
vants of the Supreme Personality of 
Godhead, Krishna.

India, the land of the wonderful, tran
scendental pastimes of Krishna, the most 
fortunate tract of land in the universe, 
with a history of hundreds and thousands 
of great, saintly kings who dedicated 
their power and wealth to the spiritual 
upliftment of mankind India, the land 
where the great Battle of Kurukÿetra

Prince Chart*» page 5

What do you give a man who. mater
ially speaking, has everything? A lapful 
o f Srila PrabhupSda's transctndental 
books, o f  course!

By Jagnt-puruM dita

Bombay Correspondent

»rince Charte» and future British

BO M BAY—“ His Royal Highness 
Prince Charles,” an intelligent, 
humorous, handsome, kind, qual
ified, and powerful aristocrat. The 

Indian media had heaped praise and re
spect on him for more than a week, since 
the beginning of his good will tour. The 
people of India practically worshiped 
him.

W O
The Newspaper o f the Hare Krishna Movement

Moving yurts 
uplift Ireland

The WEEKEND STAR, a widely read Dublin tab
loid, recently featured the Irish yatra. and included 
an amazing statement by a Mr. B. W, a publisher 
w hose 17-year-old son is a devotee: " I  have checked with 

some very high-up members o f  the Catholic church in 
Ireland and they ali agree that Krishna is a very laudable 
organization."

In this interview with ISKCON WORL D REVIf W 
Managing Editor Vddhava diTui. Pfthu plains w7., a, 
movement has been so successful there.

Q: Can you tell us something about your traveling 
preaching program?
A: Our most important preaching is the summer folk- 
festival program, which is built around prasüdam and 
kTrtana. things everyone can appreciate. This program 
lasts for three months, and we all travel constantly, 
preaching, distributing books, and inviting people to the 
festivals.

We have a large van we cook in and our yurts, which 
are the ultimate festival tents, better than panijalas. You 
can easily get SO people inside one and there is a chimney 
hole that makes heating with a campfire possible. 
Originally, they are Mongolian, but ours were made in 
Germany.
Q: What was the immediate result of your summer 
program?
A: It was gigantic. People participated in the kTrtanas, 
some helped prepare the feasts by cutting the vegetables 
and setting up. We held classes in our yurt temple, 
teaching 10-15 people at a time how to chant Hare 
Krishna. We did nine festivals last summer, and at the 
last one, the biggest folk band in Ireland, at the end of 
their performance said, “We’re going to sing a song for 
our friends, the Hare Krishnas.” Thousands of people 
cheered.
Q: Who sponsors the festivals?
A: Private individuals. They’re traditional fairs and go 
on for a week or more.
Q: How can you afford to put on these programs?
A: We go all-out to put them on, it’s such big preaching. 
As far as lakfmT is concerned, we’re not interested in 
acquiring bricks and stones. Our three centers are leased. 
Our overhead is mainly the rents. We have nine full-time 
book distributors who have nothing to do with 
maintaining the temples. Their business is book 
distribution. They work in three-man teams, and their 
expenses are limited to the cost of their books, vans, and 
maintenance. They are happiest distributing books, and 
there is no pressure on them for anything else.

Then there are other men who maintain the temples by 
our businesses, which include import shops in each city 
we have centers. These cover our temple rents, and we’re 
now saving for a first-class farm in the west of Ireland,

Ireland/page 9

Hawaiian Preaching
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Readers 
rave over
Life cover

U.S. chaplains C  L I P P I N G S
air programs 
at conference

POTOM AC.M D —Many of ISKCON’s 
college preachers recently attended a 
special two-day meeting here, under the 
sponsorship o f the Vaisnava Ministry.

Among the topics discussed were 
engaging students and recruiting bhak- 
las, cultivating professors, establishing 
an official presence on campus, using 
campus media, holding cooking classes, 
Sunday feasts, campus hari-nama, estab
lishing clubs and chaplaincies, and build
ing community relations.

A seminar on classroom lecturing 
was presented by Subhananda prabhu, 
IS K C O N ’s director o f inter-religious 
affairs. His Holiness JaySdvaita Swami 
spoke on “ how and why a college preach
er should write." Concluding the session 
was a lively debate between devotees and 
various campus antagonists, portrayed 
by Stambha prabhu, ISKCON Chaplain 
at Pennsylvania State University.

Other colleges now hosting regular 
ISKCON programs are Michigan State 
University (Bhusaya dUsa), Western 
Michigan University (Antarikja d&sa), 
the University of Delaware (KalSkaptha 
dSsa), the University of Maryland (Kf$pa 
GopBla dSsa and Loka Guru d&sa), and 
the University o f West Virginia (R"3dh5- 
nUtha dSsa and Lokamangala dSsa).

The Vaisnava Ministry will meet again 
in Detroit this June. For further details, 
write to Stambha dasa, 103 E. Hamilton 
Ave., State College, PA I680I. Allinter
ested devotees are welcome.

[Fire, flowers 
for opening 
0-^ temple

ft
Within SO years, the prevailing 

influence over the whole world 
will be the Hare Krishna move
ment, according to His Divine 
Grace Bhavananda Goswami 
Vishnupada

He was in Christchurch at the 
week-end to open the move
ment's new temple in Latimer
Square.

The opening, and the initiation 
of a new Hare Krishna devotee, 
was marked by a traditional fire 
ceremony in the beautifully deco
rated temple in Latimer Square. 
The ceremony, watched by about 
300 people, was conducted before 
an open fire in the middle of a 
room and surrounded with col
ourful display of flowers, fruit, 
incense, and coloured rice flour.

Hare Krishna songs and man
tras were chanted, as Srila Vish- 
nupada fed the small blaze with 
wood and ghee (clarified butter), 
and watchers threw grain into the 
blaze.

After the ceremony, Srila Vish- 
nupada, one of the world leaders 
of the International Society for 
Krishna Consciousness, said that 
a Gallup poll had shown that half 
a million young people in the 
United States belonged to the

movement. There were many 
others who did not belong to a 
temple and who practised by
themselves.

He said that the attraction to 
Hare Krishna would come be
cause the movement Offered stan
dards for people to live by. At 
present there were no recognised
standards.

“ In America now people are so 
frustrated. They have Reagan 
and they have Carter, but it is just 
a choice between two evils,’’ he 
said.

“The change is going to come 
about sooner or later because 
nothing is going right at the
moment."

Srila Vishnupada said the 
Krishna movement did not want 
to govern the world but wanted to 
make the leaders of the world 
work for the spiritual and materi
al development of its citizens.

He said the Hare Krishna 
movement had no difficulty 
adapting to Western society. The 
numbers of those who believed 
that people could be Hindu only 
hy birth were diminishing. But 
the movement would never ac
cept meat-eating and intoxica- 
tion, even from tea and coffee

Bhavananda G osw am i V ishnupada, left, conducts the fire 
ceremony in the new Hare Krishna temple in Latimer 
Square yesterday. Next to him is Prabhupada Krpa
Maharaja
Hare Krishna devotees were 

the only true Christians because 
Krishna consciousness was the 
root of all religion, he said. It de
veloped the consciousness of the 
love of God, which was the basis
of all religions.

Srila Vishnupada said New 
Zealand was an ideal country for 
the Hare Krishna movement be
cause here people could live sim
ply and with lofty ideals, which 
the movement demanded, but 
things were in a bad way because 
so much killing of animals went 
on.

“In this country the citizens get 
all the protection, but not the 
sheep,” he said. “You have the

perfect situation here for raising 
and protecting the cows. If you 
did that your country would be 
glorious. As long as you keep 
killing there will be bad karma in
the air.”

A former film maker and free
lance journalist, Srila Vishnu
pada said he became a Hare 
Krishna devotee after visiting a 
temple in Los Angeles in 1969. 
He now works in India, where he 
is in charge of an international 
project to build a Vedic city near \ 
Calcutta.

—THE PRESS 
Chrlttchurch I 
New Zealand I

mmWm

LIFE  readers voted last year’s “Chil
dren of a Hare Krishna Commune" cover 
one o f the best. Following are excerpts 
from readers’ letters printed in the 
December 1980 issue.

My favorite cover is the April 
1980 photograph of the Hare 
Krishna children. They are so 
beautiful, so innocent...

Carol Penn 
McKenzie, Tennessee

Being a West Virginian living in 
Kentucky and ignorant as to the 
religious sect inhabiting my home
land, imagine my shock at seeing 
those two darling girls on LIFE'S 
cover from West Virginia!
Rebecca H. Sharp 
Shepherdsville, Kentucky

The Krishna children was a very 
good cover indeed. There is not a 
North American alive who has 
spent any time in a big city and has 
not seen the funnily dressed bald 
men chanting and banging tambou
rines while dancing down the side
walk. Most would like to learn 
more about them, especially about 
their children and what kind of 
upbringing they are receiving.

Helen L. Connors 
Sooke. B. C., Canada
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Sri Jaladutall: Hawaii’s prize ketch
The only faith our donor couldn’t take was Hare Krishna

By Narahari daaa

Hawaiian Correspondent

HONOLULU— Jaladuta II, our prized new 
40-foot ketch, will revolutionize preaching in the 
Hawaiian Islands But there were times I thought 
we’d never get her.

When I first met our benefactor-to-be, he said there 
was only one religion he couldn’t handle: the Hare 
Krishnas. “They’re just a bunch of rip-offs," he said.

Yean ago, §nla Prabhupada expressed his desire that 
ISKCON develop a temple on each of the major Hawai
ian Islands. When I arrived in Honolulu in 1978,1 could 
see that in order to fulfill his desire, we would need some 
special type of transportation.

I grew up accustomed to boats, on the Chesapeake Bay 
in Maryland, but I wasn’t familiar with sailing tech
niques. Gostavihari prabhu and I started taking sailing 
lessons and studying celestial navigation, just preparing 
for whatever Krishna might provide.

My first plan to get a boat was to place an ad in a sailing 
magazine. Mother Karen designed an ad picturing a sail
boat pulling up to the shore of an island where people 
were waiting for some mercy. Although we got quite a bit 
of response, no one was really interested in donating a 
boat. A  couple of months passed and I became discour
aged. I began looking in the papers, thinking that we

‘Dear Sir, I  have a 
40-foot Angleman- 

May flower ketch...I’m 
seriously considering 

donating her to a group 
which will not sell her but 

use her in their effort. ’
might buy a boat.

But then an incredible letter came: "Dear Sir, I  have a 
40-foot Angleman- Mayflower ketch."  Only nine of these 
two-masters were ever built. "She is o f  all-teak construc
tion." the letter continued. Practically no modem boats 
are made from teak, it’s so expensive. A  certain worm 
bores into most wooden ships, but they have no appetite 
for teak. "She has a Ford diesel engine." Parts for a boat 
engine usually cost four or five times what similar auto 
parts cost, but because this is a conventional engine, parts 
are cheap. “It has an autopilot.” When using the engine, 
you just set the direction and it steers itself. And it has ra
dar. “ There is steering inside the pilot house as well as 
aft." Most sailboats are steered from the back, manually, 
by a tiller. This boat has two big fancy-looking steering 
wheels, the kind you’re probably familiar with from pi
rate movies. The amazing letter continued, "She isfull- 
keel, heavy displacement, ballasted with 8,000pounds o f  
lead." A heavy keel keeps a sailboat from overturning, 
and in the event it does capsize, causes it to right itself. 
"Pm seriously considering donating her to a group which 
will not sell her but use her in their effort. Please let me 
hear from  you explaining your program and use o f my 
vessel. PS: She is capable o f  offshore passages."

When I got this letter, I immediately wanted to fly out 
there, grab this guy, and convince him to give us his boat. 
I wrote him back, expressing our enthusiasm and ex
plaining something of our plans. I finally talked to him 
by phone; he sounded very gentlemanly and still seemed 
interested. He told me more about the boat, and the more 
I heard, the more I could see that this was Lord Cai- 
tanya’s plan. He said he wanted to throw inS10,000cash 
to put the boat back in top shape.

“ Why don’t I meet you and see your boat?" I asked. He 
wanted some literature about our organization, so I sent 
him a package of letters of appreciation for ISKCON’s 
work. I talked to him after he got it. “ How did you like 
what we sent you?" I asked.

“Very nice, just enough to whet my appetite," he said.
I didn’t want to get carried away; I was keeping my

cool. Meanwhile, my whole body was vibrating. I was 
practically floating off the ground. The whole thing was 
driving me mad. Who was this guy, anyway? He wasn’t 
talking about his donation as a tax write-off, which to us 
seemed the only conceivable reason someone would be 
willing to donate a rare, opulent ketch. And he hardly 
knew anything about us.

I booked a flight to the Northwest coast, where I would 
take a small plane to an island, where he would meet me 
and we would cross by ferry to his island home. In the 
meantime, I had come down with the flu and a strange 
blood disease, but when the day to leave came, it seemed 
that Krishna just relieved me. Until then, I hadn't had 
enough energy to sit up, and as soon as I returned from 
the trip, I collapsed again. Krishna gave me special mercy 
to go and meet our would-be benefactor.

I told the man what I would be wearing, so he could 
recognize me—a colorful Polynesian shirt—but I had no 
idea that Washington was going to be freezing cold.

It was a tiny airplane, with only three passengers be
sides myself—another man and two elderly women. We 
landed at a little airport in the middle of nowhere, with a 
little wooden shack as the terminal building

I was shivering when I got out of the plane. Over by the 
shack, a large, official-looking, gray-haired man was 
waving. He gave me a strong handshake and held up a 
huge jacket, which I was supposed to wear. I slid right in 
and he zipped me up, smiling. It was obvious that 
Krishna had arranged everything, right down to my per
sonal comfort.

We drove to a small diner, the down-home kind of 
place that serves coffee, donuts, and chile. He asked me if 
I wanted some coffee or one of those donuts. I took a cup 
o f hot chocolate.

I didn't want to speak too much at first—I wanted him 
to talk so I could figure him out. What did he want to 
hear? Because whatever it was, I wanted to tell him. I cer
tainly wasn’t going to begin with a lecture that he wasn’t 
his body, or that if he didn't donate the boat, his next life 
was a big uncertainty. I just wanted to make friends.

He got around to the subject o f ISKCON. I had plan
ned to emphasize our humanitarian activities in India, 
but after I had mentioned work there several times, he 
said, “ I can’t see what it is you have about India. That's 
the last place in the world I’m interested in.”

He had the idea that the Indian religions were respon
sible for the degradation and suffering of the Indian 
people. “ If they would just take to the modern ways, 
everything would be OK," he said. I was thinking, “Oh 
Krishna, how am I ever going to preach to this guy?”

I started telling him about our American programs. 
Somehow he could perceive that we were religiously ori
ented. He started talking about different religions. He 
said he didn't have anything against any particular reli
gious group, except one: the Hare Krishnas. I was stun
ned. “Oh really? What’s wrong with them?” I asked.

“They’re just a bunch of rip-offs."
“ Really? What do you mean?"
He talked about dislikable meetings with devotees in 

airports, and negative portrayals he had seen on TV. 
Although things looked bad, I knew that Lord Caitanya 
had sent me here for some reason, maybe to teach me a 
lesson.

We talked further and he told me that he liked people. 
He said he had worked hard as a youth and had to leave 
school at an early age. He had worked his way up from 
the bottom and had a genuine desire to help others.

I humbly asked for information about different things, 
and even personal advice. He liked my attitude. I could 
see that this was the way into his heart. He was starting to 
like and trust me, and later, when we got back on the sub
ject of religion, he respected what I had to say.

He had picked me up at 10:30 a.m.; we had four hours 
to wait for the ferry back to his island, so he took me to 
see the sister ship o f his boat at the harbor. I was over
whelmed. All I could think of was how his boat would 
turn around our Hawaiian preaching.

7 /you're wrong you may 
go back to find all your 

people taken over by those 
Hare Krishnas! ’

This sailboat sketch ran with 
the ad the devotees placed In the 
10th Anniversary laaue of SAIL, 
a monthly boating magazine 
“How will needy people In 
the moat remote areas of 
the world be reached?
Through the donation 
of boata and equip
ment It Is possible.
Your gift will help us 
help many unfortu
nate people. We are In 
need of any type of 
power or sail craft for 
Interlsland or ocean
going travel."

When we got to his house, I met his wife, a well- 
educated and friendly Japanese woman. Their beautiful 
all-wood home was right on the shore of the island. Seals 
swim around his “ front yard.” He took me down to see 
the boat.

I’d never been in a boat like it before. There’s a big cab
in in front, a cabin in back, two little bathrooms, and a 
galley—the kitchen. It has to be seen to be believed. 
Every accessory on board is the finest available. Instead 
of a three- or four-inch compass mounted by the steering 
wheel, there are huge maritime compasses, and they were 
recently rebuilt, along with the engine.

I spent two days with him, his wife, and their dog, 
who was spoiled and obnoxious. O f course, I tjied to 
see him as spirit soul. I was remembering that in SrTYnad- 
BhSgavatam. Prabhupada writes that if you want to 
impress a rich man, you can’t give him a gift—he already 
has everything that money can buy. But if you are nice 
to his child, then he will like you.

On that principle, I immediately established the best 
relations with his dog, and after a few hours, the dog 
thought that I was the best friend he had ever had. Al
though 1 had become a little friendly with our patron, he 
really loved me after he saw that I loved his dog.

I could see that despite being gruff and set in his ways, 
my host was a little open-minded. I carefully started talk
ing about India, explaining that, although 5,000 years 
ago India had been the most opulent part of the world, 
the culture declined because the people stopped following 
religious principles.

By my careful and detailed explanation, he actually 
understood that India's degradation followed the aban
donment of varnSsrama-dhSrma for the rigid materialis
tic caste system, which most Westerners mistakenly 
accept as the essence of Indian society.

He began softening up about India, so I proposed that 
the Hare Krishnas were similarly misunderstood. “ If you 
investigate them,” I said, “you’ll find they have a very 
deep philosophy."

Although he originally claimed hatred for us and our 
tradition, he was now beginning to reconsider. At one 
point in our conversation, he asked me how many days I 
could spend with him, so he could really get to know me 
and make a sound decision about donating the boat. 
“ How bad do they need you there?" he asked.

“ Well, I have some very good managers —a secretary 
and a vice-president. They can get along nicely without 
me,” I said.

“ Are you sure?” he asked, and he started laughing.
“ What are you laughing about?"
“ If you’re wrong, you may go back to find all your peo

ple taken over by those Hare Krishnas!" He laughed for a 
full minute and then said, “ What are you going to do if 
you go back there and they’ve all got robes and shaved 
heads?”

I couldn't believe what I was hearing. I was completely 
stunned.

“ Howard,”  he said, “you’re not laughing,” and he went 
on laughing, wildly, repeating his joke.

Editor's Note: The story o f  how Sri Jaladuta IIjoined the 
Hare Krishna movement will be concluded in the June 
issue o f  ISKCON W ORLD REVIEW. Also. Vol. 16. 
No. 5 o/BACK TO GODHEAD carries a color-photo 
feature story on Sri Jaladuta II.
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60 Minutes melts Aussies’ hearts
‘Children of Krishna' best media presentation ever

started reading from Srtla PrabhupSda- 
ITlamfta. He asked me to keep reading 
on and on; after two chapters, he begged 
to borrow the book. During the filming, 
he was reading, and later he told me he 
had never experienced such a moving 
story in his whole life."

Bruce left the farm feeling that he 
would be able to convince the executive 
producer to do the show. A  couple of 
days later, the Him crew and some senior 
Australian devotees, including Prabhu- 
pSda-kf-pS MaharSja, flew to the farm.

Only one member of the 60 Minutes 
party was biased against the devotees— 
Ian Leslie, the interviewer. He had been 
reading Channel 9's Tile on ISKCON, a 
dark dossier o f deaths, drugs, guns, 
suicides, and alleged rip-offs that the 
devotees had been encountering in the 
Australian media.

The first day was spent preaching to 
Ian. “ He was very argumentative, but he 
was intelligent. The next morning when 
we all went to mahgala-Hrati, I could see 
that he was starting to warm up; that’s 
when he started meeting the children,” 
Cittahari said. By the middle of the day, 
when the interviews were supposed to 
begin, the combination o f two days’ 
prasSdam and the association of devotees 
had transformed Ian into a very friendly 
and coopertaive personality.

But Ian still retained harsh journalistic 
objectivity in his introduction to The 
Children o f  Krishna:
"  They were thefocus o f  dark rumors, and 
suspicions o f  brainwashing and cutting 
young people o ff from  their families. 
Much o f  the suspicion remains, but the 
fact is, the Hares have not only held on in 
A ustra lia— they’ve expanded their 
following. And now the first generation 
o f  the children o f  Krishna, Australian- 
born  kids, are sp rou tin g  up on a 
commune on the far north coast o f  New 
South Wales, and they're being taught to 
dedicate their lives to an Indian vision o f 
God. ”

Ian ’ s questions dealt with issues 
important to all outside observers of the 
Hare Krishna movement, but the format 
of the show allowed the devotees to 
explain themselves, as shown by this 
inspired exchange:
Ian Leslie: People could say that you’re

we’re doing with our children.
Ian Leslie: And there’s no doubt the 
Hare Krishna children are protected, 
brought up in a close and loving relation
ship with every member of the commune.

Later, Ian grilled BhSgavat:

Ian Leslie: People will say that you’ve 
programmed these children, you’ve 
brainwashed them, that they have no 
other choice.
BUgavatSs'raya: Programming, indoc
trination, what was that other term you 
used? Brainwashing. These are all 
pejorative terms. They’re all very loosely 
bandied about, but if you take any 
educational system in any social milieu, 
you can say it’s brainwashing, you can 
say it’s programming, you can say it’s 
indoctrination, you can say that about 
any educational system anywhere in the 
world. I was programmed to think that 
I’ tn Australian. I was programmed to 
think that I’m this body. But Tm not!

Bruce Stannard and Ian Leslie weren’t 
the only members of the 60 Minutes team 
won over by the devotees. According to 
Cittahari, Phil, the cameraman, later 
became a vegetarian.

“ He was really taken by the prasSdam. 
So I was preaching to him, ‘You’re a 
rascal if you keep eating meat.’ One 
morning I came out to the car and there 
was a beef-patty packet on the floor. So I 
got on his case, and the rest of the crew 
yelled at him, ’Here you are, Cittahari is 
here and you’ve got no sensitivity.’ So he 
said, ‘AH right, now I’m going to become 
a vegetarian.’ So when I saw him a week 
later, he said, ‘ I haven’t touched meat.’ 
Now he’s getting all our recipes from us.”

The assistant film editor, a young 
woman, was won over by the maha- 
mantra. She had never met Hare Krishna 
devotees before, but by working on the 
film, seeing it over and over, doing the 
cutting and the soundtracks, she was 
attracted and began chanting.

“She has practically become a devo
tee,” Cittahari said, “and by her influence 
the executive film editor was completely 
in ecstasy. When I eventually met him, he 
was talking about the devotees as if they 
were friends of his. I asked to see differ
ent sequences and he’d say, ‘Oh yeah,

Parik$it was saying that,’ and he’d whipi
...you can say it’s brainwashing, you can say 
it's programming, you can say it’s indoctri
nation, you can say that about any educa
tional system anywhere in the world. I  was 
programmed to think that I ’m A ustralian. I  
was programmed to think that I ’m this body. 
_____ But I ’m not!
isolating these children; you’re program
ming them. Worse still, you’re brain
washing them into following the Hare 
Krishna lifestyle.
Pariksit dlsa: Some people say that 
we’re isolating these children. I like to 
think more in terms that we’re insulating 
these children. It’s a bit like a young tree 
or shrub when it’s planted, you quite 
often see people put a small fence around 
it and by virtue of that initial protection, 
the tree grows and in its maturity it’s very 
strong, and it’s able to give shade and 
shelter to many people. That’s what

through the tape to the spot and show it 
to me.”

At one point in the production, the 
whole crew and the organizing devotees 
had to fly to another location. Cittahari 
was sitting with Bruce when the plane, 
buffeted by heavy winds, began dropping 
in air pockets. “ It was really a scary 
experience, so I immediately pulled out 
my beads and started chanting. They 
looked across at me. They were com
pletely terrified.

“ 1 turned around and said to them, 
‘Well, are you ready to die?’ Bruce

SYD NEY—Who can estimate the 
glories of the Hare Krishna chil
dren, who melted the hearts of the 
60 Minutes team and initiated five mil

lion people into the chanting of the Hare 
Krishna mantra?

Without a doubt, the most comprehen
sive and sophisticated media exposure 
ISKCON has received anywhere in the 
world to date is the 12-minute Aus
tralian documentary, “The Children of 
Krishna.”

The show, which aired last summer on 
this country’s version of the U. S. TV 
magazine, 60 Minutes, was viewed by 
more than five million Australians (one- 
third of the population). And in one of 
the biggest deluges of viewer comment in 
60 Minutes history, only three of 197 
letters were negative.

The segment was rerun in November, 
not only due to its popularity, but 
because the producers themselves were 
won over by the children of Krishna.

Producer Bruce Stannard initially got 
the idea o f a story about the Hare 
Krishna children after seeing the LIFE  
magazine cover in the U. S. On his return 
to Australia, he spoke to a news inter
viewer who had met BhSgavatSsraya 
(then Sydney temple president) and had 
been impressed. Bruce called Bhagavat 
one morning and proposed his idea of a 
film on the Australian ISKCON kids.

BhSgavatSsraya discussed the matter 
with Mukunda prabhu (who was visiting 
at the time). His Holiness PrabhupSda- 
kfpS MahSrSja (GBC), and Australian

Public Affairs Director Cittahari pra
bhu. They all agreed that the producer 
should be given the red-carpet treatment.

“ We had a fabulous dinner at Citta- 
hari’s house,” said Bhffgavat, “ and Bruce 
was very favorable to us, very impressed 
with us as individuals and with the 
philosophy of Krishna consciousness, 
which we didn't water down.”

On Mukunda's advice, a cautious ap
proach was taken, along the lines devel
oped in dealing with LIFE  magazine (see 
the October 1980 International Public 
Affairs Newsletter). That night, after 
viewing ITV ’s latest videotapes, Bruce 
received a list of 25 ISKCON demands 
for the 60 Minutes segment.

Later, the devotees dropped their 
stipulations in favor o f final editing 
rights. Executive Producer Jerry Stone 
was outraged: “ What it comes down to is 
that I’m actually putting out $7,000 or 
more, putting it right into the hands of 
the Hares. But at this point, although I 
don’t want to go ahead with it, because 
Bruce is so enthusiastic about it. I’m 
willing to let him go up there and have a 
look.”

Later, Bruce visited Murwillumbah 
farm, where he was overwhelmed by the 
children. “The kids immediately warmed 
up to him, sitting on his knee, talking to 
him for ages, completely open with him, 
just as they are with other devotees. They 
were completely in ecstasy," Cittahari 
said.

“ I became very impressed with Bruce 
when we were sitting in a room and I



May 1N1 ISKCON WORLD REVIEW 5

looked at me and said, ‘I’m not, really, 
no. I’m not. I don’t feel prepared at all.’ I 
said, ‘ Well, I am. I ’m not actually 
welcoming it, but becasue I’m chanting 
Hare Krishna, I have full faith that 
Krishna will protect me even if I die. 
There will be no loss.’

"The atmosphere was very intense. 
When he said, ‘ I’m not ready to die,’ I 
said, ‘Then you’d better chant Hare 
Krishna.’ Later, at a dinner for the whole 
team, he told everyone the story. He said 
he didn’t know whether to chant Hare 
Krishna or cross himself, so, he said, ‘1 
opted for chanting Hare Krishna.’ He 
actually began to chant."

After the show was edited, Cittahari 
and BhBgavatSs'raya went with their 
lawyer to meet Executive Producer 
Stone. “Our lawyer was skeptical right 
up to the last moment," said Cittahari. 
“ But when he saw that film, it just blew 
his mind. He said, ‘ I’ve never seen 
anything so nice.'"

Cittahari asked Jerry Stone what he 
thought of it. “ It melted my heart,” he 
said. Even the seemingly hard-hearted

executive producer had surrendered to 
the children of Krishna.

When the film was aired, the devotees 
began to  meet fa v o ra b le  peop le  
everywhere. Cittahari was visiting a 
chiropractor one day, and a woman there 
said, “Oh, 1 saw your show. Those 
children are the most fortunate in the 
world."

Cittahari’s wife found that when she 
was out walking, people stopped her to 
»ay things like, “Oh, very nice to see you, 
how are you? What a nice show it was. 
How nice the children are.”

Amogha prabhu, ISKCON WORLD 
REVIEW correspondent, was in a taxi 
when the driver commented, “What a 
bloody lovely way to live.”

The benefits o f “ The Children o f 
Krishna” are inestimable.

As Bhlgavatairaya said, “ We have a 
friend in Bruce Stannard, a very close 
friend. Bruce and Ian Leslie are two of 
the most respected men in the Australian 
media, and in the future, if there is ever 
any need. I'm sure they'll stand up and 
speak on our behalf.”

...Prince Charles
established sanStana-dhSrma, service to God, the eternal purpose of life. But instead of 
enlightening the Prince with these countless glorious facets of India's heritage, our leaders 
preferred to take him to some dead stane monuments. And then to the Naval Maritme 
Museum and the Prince o f Wales Museum, where the mUrtTs and paintings of the Lord 
and His transcendental pastimes are presented as “ancient Indian mythologies.”

No one was explaining to England’s future King the vniversal teachings of Krishna to 
Arjuna. No one was explaining the real purpose o f the human form of life. No one was 
instructing him on the perfect form of government, the varriHsrama system, under which 
everyone, in all stages and walks of life, remains protected, happy and prosperous.

And no one was telling him about the pure devotee, SrUa Prabhupada, without 
whom this knowledge remains inaccessible. Without receiving the mercy of SrTla 
Prabhuplda, in the form of his books, His Royal Highness Prince Charles was simply 
wasting his time going from one place to another, carfully shielded by mayJfrom the real 
glory of India.

My idea was to deliver the Prince a small transcendental library. He arrived here under 
incredibly tight security, so rather than try to break through the military barriers and risk 
another Hare Krishna sensation story, I opted for the official channels, hoping for some 
cooperation. But in the office of the Deputy High Commissioner, I found the bureaucrats 
amused, not helpful, and was informed

Producer Bruca Stannard waa ao Impressed with the children ol Krishna that he wrote 
an extremely favorable threa-page article In THE BULLETIN, a major Australian news 
magazine.

The first item was an Odissi dance recital. Although my eyes mechanically watched the 
stage, my mind was obsessed with my jnission. I had one hour and twenty minutes to give 
the Prince of Wales the mercy of Srila PrabhupSda. The atmosphere was slightly 
strained; I sensed the presence of security men everywhere. In spite of all apparent odds, 1 
was determined, having come this close (thirteen rows behind him on an aisle seat), to 
carry out my plan.

The next item was a santoor recital. The music was celestial and the Prince was clearly 
enjoying it, tapping his finger on his leg and swaying to the rhythm. I had decided that the 
best time to make my move would be during the brief interval between performers, when 
the theater doors were opened to allow latecomers to take their teats.

I hoped that my walk toward the front row, as if 1 were searching for my seat, would not 
arouse the wary minds of the security men. Due to the music, the atmosphere was becom
ing quite relaxed. I clutched the books tightly and waited. In my mind I envisioned 
myself coming within a few feet of the Prince, only to be pounced upon from all directions 
by the guards. The audience went into a state of shock, and the guards dragged me like an 
animal out of the hall and into a room where they searched me for weapons.

Suddenly the music stopped. The audience began to applaud. I got out o f my seat and 
casually walked down the aisle, and before I expected it, found myself only four seats 
from the Prince. Feeling strength from having reached that far unscathed, I whirled 
around to the right, took two steps and stood facing him. In the same motion, I placed the 
books gently into his hands. Palms together and bowing my head, I wished the Prince a

I  loud and hearty “ Hare Krishna!"
that if I had submitted a letter at least a 
month previously, their office would 
have inspected the books and perhaps 
arrranged for one of the Prince’s aides 
to give tl.:m to him.

By now the Prince was on another 
whirlwind tour o f various mundane 
places, so I began to ponder the final item 
on his agenda that evening: a theater 
performance at 7:30 p.m. Praying to 
Krishna for help, I caught a taxi to the 
National Center for Performing Arts and 
entered the office of the Director’s secre
tary. She told me that although the 
program was only for invited guests, a 
few seats were now being released for 
100 Rs. each. Krishna seemed to be 
arranging everything. ...... — — — —— — — —

At 6:30 p.m. I arrived, armed with Science o f  Self-Realization, Illuminations From the 
Bhagavad-gttZ. by Chris and Kim Murray, the PrabhupVda's Palace issue of BACK TO  
GODHEAD, and three photographs—the Prince’s mother, Queen Elizabeth, being gar
landed in Hyde Park, British Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher embracing “Child 
Krishna," and an aerial shot of Hare Krishna Land, Bombay. Each of the books was 
signed, “To Prince Charles, with regards and affection, from all the devotees of the Hare 
Krishna movement."

I waited amidst the crowd of VIPs and high society Bombayites for his arrival. At
7 p.m. a half-dozen well-dressed men went through the crowd, requesting everyone to 
vacate the lobby and take their seats in the auditorium. Prepared with well-thought-out 
excuses, I convinced them, one by one as they approached me, to allow me to remain in 
the lobby. I submissively obeyed their condition that I keep a distance of at least 20 feet 
from where the Prince would pass. I waited.

The only people remaining in the lobby besides me were about 10 photographers, a TV 
cameraman, and 10 to 15 security plainclothesmen. I knew that if by some miracle I man
aged to approach the Prince in the lobby, the event would appear in the following day’s 
papers and on the TV news shows. Unfortunately, my presence was as inconspicuous as a 
sore thumb.

One of the security men seemed assigned just to watch me. At 7:30 sharp, the doors 
swung open and the cameras began to flash. As I casually stood up to have a better look 
and prepare for the critical move, five security guards immediately went into formation, 
making a solid barrier between me and the spot where the Prince would pass.

Within seconds, the darling of the British Empire was whisked past and led into the 
theater before I could even turn my head, much less break through the human wall. When 
he entered the auditorium, the audience rose to greet him with roaring applause. After the 
Prince was seated, front row center, the audience sat down and the program began.

He appeared to be pleased with the 
offering. Keeping the books on his lap, 
he nodded his head in a similar manner 
and with palms joined, said, “ Namaste."
A wave of excited whispers went through 
the audience. Seeing the Prince’s willing 
acceptance of the gifts, all the high- 
powered men around him just looked at 
me, stunned.

Feeling immensely grateful that 
Krishna had allowed me to do something 
pleasing for my spiritual master and the 
Vaisnavas, I returned to my seat. Then 
came the ultimate pleasure of observing, 
while India’s foremost classical flutist 
blew passionately, the Prince, his head 
buried in the books, slowly turning the 
pagCS. He didn’t look Up for 10 minUteS, 

and the books remained on his lap until the end of the program.
Editor's Note: On December 2, 1980, one o f  India's most prestigious newspapers, M ID
DAY, reviewed the theater performance and the Prince's appearance, with the bold 
headline, " ISKCON disciple offers photo o f  Queen to Charles." The article noted the gift 
o f the books and that "possibly he found them more interesting than the performance fo r  
he buried himself in them fo r a short while." The Times of India and the Indian Express 
also mentioned the incident.

Harl-nama ends severe drought

In my mind I  envisioned myself coming 
within a few feet of the Prince, only to be 
pounced upon from all directions by the 

guards. The entire audience went into a state 
of shock, and the guards dragged me like an 
animal out of the hall and into a room where 

they searched me for weapons.

By BhaktMnode dlsa
Once there was a very severe drought 

in Uttar Pradesh where our 565-acre 
ISKCON farm is situated. The drought 
was the most severe in the last 100 years.

The fields were absolutely baked. 
There was no hope of rain, so the devo
tees decided to hold a 7-day yajna and 
praise the Lord 24 hours a day, with each 
devotee taking turns chanting for a 
couple of hours. After chanting for seven 
days, the sky was still absolutely clear, 
with no hope of rain in sight. All the 
neighboring villagers had also come to 
our farm since they were on the verge of 
starvation themselves.

We were not sure what would happen, 
but pressed on, firmly believing that Lord 
Krishna always answers the prayers of 
sincere devotees.

Towards the end of the seventh day 
around 6 p.m., the sky began to fill with 
dark grey clouds, and within 20 minutes 
the heaviest rain shower imaginable 
began, followed by thunder and light
ning.

We could not believe that Lord Krish
na had answered our prayers. Some 
devotees had tears rolling down their 
cheeks out of pure joy because we had 
only now understood the power behind 
the holy names of the Lord.
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Major media 
favors ISKCON

A lth o u gh  the sp rea d in g  o f  
Krishna consciousness can be 
measured in terms o f book 
and prasTSdam d is tr ibu tion , new 

bhaktas, life members, Friends o f 
Krishna, and honor members, more 
BTG subscriptions and mail orders, 
public opinion polls, and numerous 
other indicators, we cannot minimize 
the effect o f  m ajor media coverage.

In 1980, IS K C O N  received a full 
page in both T IM E  and N E W S 
W EEK. which, including their inter
national editions, have a circulation 
o f more than 10 million. Also dis
tribu ted  around the w orld  were 
nearly 1.5 million copies o f L IF E  
magazine, with its eight pages o f text, 
photographs, and amazingly beauti
ful color cover o f the devotees. L IF E  
editors announced in the December 
1980 issue that the Krishna children 
cover was one o f the most popular o f 
the year.

As for broadcast media, more than 
five million American and Canadian 
viewers saw a respectful presentation 
o f  S rila  PrabhupUda’ s Pa lace on 
NB C ’s Today show in September. 
In D ecem b er, A B C ’ s W o r ld  o f  
People ran a six-minute production 
that is no doubt the most reverential 
production  on the H are Krishna 
m ovem ent to  appear since Srila  
Prabhupada himself graced the TV  
airwaves. A  two-minute Palace news 
feature also ran on all CBS affiliates. 
Also, numerous local television pro
grams carried news and features on 
the Palace in 1980.

The general consensus o f the pub
lic affairs directors, temple presi
dents, and GBCs was that all this 
coverage (including the T IM E  arti
cle, which con ta ined  a negative 
statement from the New York State 
Suprem e C ourt case), im m ensely 
benefitted and further spread Lord 
Caitanya’s sankTrtana movement all 
over the world.

The amount o f negative press and 
b roadcasts  in 1980— at least in 
America— did not increase signifi
cantly. Negative publicity, in con
tra s t w ith  th e  p o s it iv e  m ed ia , 
appeared mostly in smaller, lesser 
media forums; was much less sub
stantive, and mostly repetitive (draw
ing on old articles). Therefore, it was 
not nearly as impressive and exciting 
to the public as new features about 
our movement.

This year Australia managed a 
major media coup, unprecedented 
anywhere in the world (see page 3). 
In England, every T V  broadcast 
about ISK C O N  in 1980 seemed to be 
preaching Krishna consciousness 
right out o f  SrTla P rabhu pada ’s 
b ook s ! S im ila r ly , th rou gh ou t 
Canada, Latin America, and India 
(see feature on Prince Charles, page 
I), media coverage has been mostly 
positive, and more frequent than 
ever.

In addition to media coverage, ex
panding preaching activities in 1980 
included bhakta-making, book dis
tribution, prasSdam  distribution, 
radio and T V  shows (fo r a report on 
Sweden’s Radio K R S N A , see page 
14), V IP  cultivation (see page 8), the 
ISKC O N Television Network (IT V ), 
farm community development, devo
tee businesses, the Bhaktivedanta

Institute, Krishna conscious educa
tion, restaurants, painting, sculpture, 
architecture, and music.

The result o f all this increased 
Krishna conscious activity is that 
devotees o f Krishna, more than ever 
before in recent Vai$nava history, are 
the objects o f great controversy, in
terest, and conversation all over the 
world. In other words, we are in the 
public eye— more than ever!

IS K C O N  Public Affairs is no less 
than the sum total o f all our public 
a c t iv i t y — and that includes the 
media. Th is  high public p ro file  
worldwide has greatly increased our 
responsibility for ijerfect behavior. 
Why? Because, as Srila Prabhupada 
often said in his lectures, a black spot 
on a white tablecloth becomes the

firominent feature. He also quoted 
rom sttstra, which states that while 
transgressions by ordinary persons 
are generally overlooked by the mass 

o f people, they are magnified thou
sands o f times when indulged in by a 
devotee.

The world is watching us closely. 
Not only our public activities, but 
even our “ private”  lives, our internal 
dealings, and our daily behavior. In 
a news interview with commentator 
Newto/i M innow more than 10 years 
ago, Srila Prabhup9da said, “ Our 
devotees are such perfect gentlemen 
that no one can ever find any fault in 
them.”

One o f the goals o f this ministry is 
to help devotees worldwide become 
increasingly perceptive o f our public 
image and more expert in dealing 
with the public. This is actually a 
requirement for all o f us, since the 
word “ expert”  is one o f the 26 qualifi
cations o f a devotee enunciated in 
S r ila  R u pa  G o s w a m i’ s B h a k ti- 
rasamf’ta-sindhu.

The International O ffice o f Public 
A ffairs ( IO P A ) will this year be re
cording and distributing more and 
more information and news about 
IS K C O N ’ s a c tiv ities  w orldw ide. 
IO P A  will also continue to assist, 
guide, and offer techniques for im
proving various preaching programs, 
particularly those dealing with the 
m ed ia  and  m an y o th e r  p u b lic  
forums.

Plans for the calendar year 1981 
include more intensive training pro
grams via conventions, like our first 
world convention held in Bombay, 
Novem ber 4-7 (see report on page 8); 
the u p co m in g  E u ropean  pu b lic  
affairs convention at Zurich, Swit
zerland, this month; and a North 
American public affairs convention 
this summer. W e will issue Confi
dential Reports (like the one sent out 
in the beginning o f January) more 
frequently, and provide more general 
training through outside reference 
material.

An important goal for this year is 
to relentlessly flood the ISK C O N  
world (through this newspaper) with 
news o f the rapid spread of Lord 
Caitanya MahSprabhu’s sankTrtana 
movement all over the world. W e are 
now printing enough copies so that 
each devotee in the movement can 
receive the newspaper every month. 
Another program is to produce the 
IS K C O N  R eport (now published

News from the unlimited spiritual sky
In Calcutta a politician had aakad Srila Bhafctlslddhinta SarasvatThow ha could possibly 
print his Madly» PrsMss aa a daffy nawapapar. Srila Bhaktlslddhlnta SarasvatT had 
rapllad that It was not so amazing H on* consldarad that In Calcutta alona thar* war* 
almoat half a dozan ordinary dally nawspapars, although Calcutta was but on* city 
amongst all tha cltlaa of India, India waa but ona nation amongst many nations on tha 
aarth, tha aarth waa but an Inalgnlflcant planet amidst all tha othar planats In th* 
unlvaraa, this universe was ona amongat unlvaraaa so numerous that aach waa Ilka a 
slngla muatard aaad In a big bag of muatard taads, and tha aptlra malarial craatlon was 
only ona small fraction of tha craatlon of God. Nadlyt Praklaa was not printing tha naws 
of Calcutta or tha aarth but naws from tha unlimited spiritual sky, which Is much greater 
than all the material worlds combined. So If the dally Calcutta newspapers could report 
limited earthly tidings, then small wonder that Hadtyt Praktse could appear dally. In 
fact, a nawapapar about the spiritual world could be printed every moment, were there 
not a shortage of Intereated readers.—Sn/a PrabhupBda-fTISmrta. Volume 1, “A Lifetime 
in Preparation," Chapter 4, page 63. by SatsvarDpa dSsa Goswami.

monthly in the IK S., Canada, Aus
tralia, England, and South Africa) in 
more countries.

The Ministry o f Public Affairs will 
also publish numerous new pam
phlets, brochures, and booklets for 
distribution in all languages. Sub
jects will include IS K C O N  in gen
eral, IS K C O N ’s history, IS K C O N ’s 
statistics, IS K C O N ’s ph ilosophy, 
and IS K C O N ’s views on topics o f 
current interest. The latter w ill 
include abortion, the food shortage, 
nuclear pow er, education , w orld  
balance o f  power, survivalism, and 
how our philosophy relates to Chris
tianity, Judaism, and other world 
religions.

Dear Prabhus,
Please be informed that I have read 
your Public Affairs Newsletter (Vol. 3, 
No. 3) thoroughly and am quite im
pressed with it. You had printed on the 
cover that ISKCON Bombay, Hare 
Krishna Land, has 700 visitors on week
days, when factually we are getting
7,000 visitors on weekdays.
KavirSja dBsa 
Bombay, India

Dear Prabhus,

Thank you for inspiring us and guiding 
us in public preaching.

BhUsaya dBsa
East Lansing, Ml, USA

Dear Prabhus,

I have just finished reading, cover to 
cover, your Public Affairs Newsletter.
I was so pleased and ecstatic over this 
publication that I hac1 to immediately 
sit down and write you a letter.

W e will also intensify efforts to 
influence leading citizens throughout 
the w orld  in pursuance o f  Lo rd  
Krishna’s instructions in Bhagavad- 
gTtS: .

yad yad acarati s res ¡has 
tat tad evetaro janah 

sa yat pramSnam kurute 
lokas lad anuvartate

“ Whatever action is performed by a 
great man, common men follow  in 
his footsteps. And whatever stan
dards he sets by exemplary acts, all 
the world pursues.”  (Bg. 3.21)

—Mukunda dlsa
Minister of Public Affairs

You are doing a truly invaluable service 
for Srila Prabhupada and giving bound
less enthusiasm to the preachers of this 
movement by such an expert, informa
tive, exciting, and comprehensive 
publication.

Please send me all publications from 
your office, as I find them to be wonder
fully enlivening. Thank you again and 
again for such nice preaching work.

HrdayBnanda dSsa Goswami, GBC
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Are the hostages really free?
Iranian ordeal trivial compared to material imprisonment

By Uddhava dasa

rhe feeling o f  freedom. Thai's it. 
Freedom. You don't know what 
that is until you come out and you 
are free. It changes your whole insides 
and you’re alive again. — U. S. Embassy 

Communications Officer Jerry Miele, 
after 444 days as a hostage.

Freedom became a reality on January 
19th for 52 Americans held hostage by 
Iran. Since young Iranian militants had 
overrun the U. S. embassy in Tehran in 
November 1979, the hostages had en
dured fear, physical abuse, and isolation 
at the hands of their captors, while Amer
ica waited helplessly.

But are the hostages really free?
Freedom: a license to enjoy life—its 

sights, sounds, and other sensations— 
without interruption by any undue force. 
It's a definition most people believe. But 
the problem is that in this world, such 
freedom simply does not exist!

The released hostages may think they 
are enjoying freedom, but compared to 
real freedom, they didn’t gain much by 
making the switch from rude Iranian jails 
to our sacrosanct shores.

According to Bhagavad-gTta, the es
sence o f the ancient Vedic wisdom of 
India, this material world is not an enjoy
able place.

Ubrahma-bhuvanUl lokOh 
punar avartino'rjuna 

mOm upetya tu kaunleya 
punar janma na vidyate

“ From the highest planet in the material 
world to the lowest, all are places of 
misery wherein repeated birth and death 
take place. But one who attains to My 
abode never takes birth again.” (Bg. 8.16)

As God Himself says in this verse, real 
freedom means to leave the material 
world and enjoy eternal life in His 
association. Here in the material world, 
each one of us is held hostage in the 
solitary confinement of material bodies.

The material or physical body (which 
we regard as our vehicle of enjoyment), 
no matter what its external qualities, and 
no matter how well-dressed or main
tained it may be, is destined to traumati- 
cally suffer old age, disease, and death, 
unless we somehow get free.

We are also destined to suffer many 
disappointments in our relationships 
with others. Our loved ones will eventu
ally be taken away by death. Millions 
suffer from mental illness, drug and alco
hol addiction, family violence, divorce, 
and suicides.

These problems of life are universal, 
and whether you live on an opulent 
Beverly Hills estate, or in an unfriendly 
prison with no modern conveniences, no

doctors, scientists, educators, or govern
ment officials can negotiate the passport 
to eternal enjoyment.

Even though everyone has seen that 
the body grows old, becomes diseased, 
and dies, still we foolishly expect and 
strive for lasting pleasure and satisfaction 
in this world, with no thought of getting

out, the same way someone lost in a 
desert struggles after a mirage in hopes of 
coming to an oasis.

The real oasis is the spiritual world, 
and the pleasures of this world are mere 
perverted reflections.

According to the Vedic sages, this 
material world is the product of our 
desire to enjoy separately from God, who 
is named Krishna. We are all hostages or 
captives of that desire, locked up in the 
conception that the material world was 
made for our enjoyment.
HoatagM/page 15

H t /  I '/A HERE TO TELL YOU 
ABOUT THE MOST POPULAR 
AND SIMPLE ABORTION TECHNIQUE" 

SCIENCE HAS GIVEN US SO FAR-.,
«THE SALINE METHOD/
1 I r-

l . i ’ i H

S //.

A bortion: Real crime 
is stopping the soul's 
spiritual evolution

>|RST BY USING THE 
UNIQUE DOUBLE SYRINGE, 
WE WITHDRAW THE 
EMBRYONIC FLUID 
SURROUNDING THE 6AQY!

i f

SECOND, we
PUSH IN A  i  

CONCENTRATED 
SALT SOLUTION 
WHICH BURNS THE 
KID ALIV£, RIGHT 

IN T H E  WOMB '

T h en  it's just
A SIMPLE. MATTER  
TO YANK OUT THE 
CHARRED PIECES 

WITH THE FORCEPS/

By Drutakarma data

Mk n excitable woman with two tiny silver feet pinned on her lapel rushed up to me. In 
M M  a pleading, emotional voice she cried: "Don't you see what's happening? It took 

the Nazis six years to kill 20 million people. But now we're killing 55 million babies 
a year all over the world."

She told me how she had just visited several Los Angeles abortion clinics. The most 
frightening thing, she said, was to see the counselors, women themselves, talking young 
mothers into killing their unborn babies. "It's cold-blooded. They tell them it's just a 
piece o f  tissue— it's really not a person at a ll"

Then she pointed to the tiny silver feet on her lapel "See these—these are the feet o f  a 
baby just 10 weeks old. These are the actual size o f  its feet."

I hurried past a gang of pro-abortion demonstrators and made my way inside. 1 felt a 
little apprehensive with my shaved head and robes.

Anti-abortion groups from across the country had gathered in Anaheim, California, 
for the national convention of the National Right to Life Committee. At the registration 
table, I received my credentials as a delegate from the Los Angeles Hare Krishna Center. 
A silver-haired lady wearing an official “Committee” ribbon said, “We’re so happy to see 
you here. We always thought you people were pro-life—you are, aren’t youT

I assured her that we were.
“ Do you mind if I ask what brought you here today?”
“ Not at all,” I said. “The Hare Krishna movement has always been against abortion. 

But I want to see how other groups are approaching the issue.”
“So you must believe that life begins at conception.”
“ Not exactly,” I answered. Her smile faded. “Our teaching is that life is there even 

before conception.”
Smile returning, she volunteered, “That’s nice. But what exactly do you mean?”
“ You know those films they show you in high school and college biology classes? 

Everybody’s seen them—the swarms of highly magnified sperm wriggling towards a huge, 
pulsating egg. The deeply resonant voice of the narrator grandly intones: ‘And this is the 
beginning of life.’ But is it really?”

By this time a small audience had gathered in the convention hall lobby. Some dele
gates from Minnesota Right to Life, a priest from Illinois, and an Arizona doctor against 
abortion stood listening.

“ A biologist might talk about the combination of the genetic material in the sperm and 
the egg. But if this strictly biochemical explanation of life were actually true, then the 
Abortion/ page 12
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Communications IPA convention keynote
Prasädam: Key to a VIP's heart

The recent first ISKCON Public 
Affairs World Convention, held 
at Bombay's exquisite temple/ 
cultural complex, was the beginning o f  a 

new era in worldwide preaching. Repre
sentatives from  North and Latin Ameri
ca, Europe. India, Asia, and Australia 
attended.

Communication was the convention 
keynote. Topics included how to write 
the press release, counteracting bad 
media coverage, generating positive 
propaganda, preaching on radio and TV 
talk shows, and making friends with 
media personnel.

Following are excerpts from a talk on 
V IP  cultivation, another important 
topic, by Mukunda prabhu, Internation
al Minister o f  Public Affairs. Los Ange
les, and Italian Public Affairs Director 
Gaura Krsna prabhu. both o f  whom are 
active in this new preaching field.

The best way to begin cultivation is to 
approach VIPs as friends, give them nice 
garlands, some Krishna conscious music, 
and invite them over for a prasadam 
dinner.

spread Kri»hna consciousness. After the 
third or fourth meeting you should have a 
definite goal in your mind, such as life 
membership, a TV show or article about 
Krishna consciousness, spare-time work 
at the temple, or any other type o f 
preaching work, all the way to your VI Ps’ 
becoming full-time devotees.

Whatever they are into, try to dovetail 
that with Krishna consciousness, but re
member it is better to find some interest
ing project that the people can get 
involved in than to ask them for money 
(especially small amounts of money). 
After some time, you may be able to 
directly approach them and ask, "Would 
you like to make a film about our move
ment?" or, “Can you help establish a 
temple in your town?" or, “Would you 
like to try chanting on beads?"

When dealing with VIPs, try to show 
them the bright side of Krishna con
sciousness. Try to show them that 
devotees are saintly people, and not inter
ested in their money. Don’t be artificial 
with them; go dressed as a devotee. 
Always be happy and show them that you 
are very renounced. In other words, you

IPA World Convention delegates finalize resolutions at Bombay meeting. From left 
to right, Indryla Damana (France), Jagat-puruM (India), Madhavendra Purl 
(England), Mahirudra (International Office, Los Angeles), Mukunda (Minister of 
Public Affairs, International Office, Los Angeles), and Srtla Tlrthapida.

PrasHdam is the most important re
source for capturing VIPs’ hearts, and 
they will become materially obliged to 
you for your hospitality. The best way to 
arrange a dinner meeting is either at your 
restaurant, or in a nicely decorated pri
vate room with table and chairs.

Over dinner you should strike up a 
friendship with them, which means talk
ing about them, or whatever they want to 
talk about. You may want to talk about 
the prasBdam. what it is, how it’s cooked, 
and so on. The relationship may seem 
mundane at the beginning, but always 
keep in mind guru and Krishna.

Your guests are successful in the mate
rial world. Therefore, it is your duty to 
introduce them to the Supreme Person. 
Avoid the attitude that karmTs are 
“demons” ; rather, try to see spirit souls 
who can be led to Krishna and who can 
employ some or all of their resources and 
abilities in Krishna’s service.

Be careful not to accept flattery from 
them, because this can be a contamina
tion. Instead, always flatter them with 
kind words, gifts, and compliments. It is 
most important to have some goal in 
mind for your guests, in order to avoid 
wasting time. Your meditation should 
always be “ Why am I doing this? What’s 
my goal?"

The first few meetings should establish 
the friendship. By talking about your 
guests' work and activities, you may be 
able to discover some talents or other 
resources they might like to use to help

could have everything in the material 
world, such as wealth, position, and 
material enjoyment, but you have found 
Krishna and given up the world for Him.

Always maintain your devotional stan
dard and remember that renunciation is 
an opulence that they appreciate. When 
you sense that they are ready, begin to 
preach to them about the spiritual world 
and Krishna, because it is a fact that these 
people are looking for something higher 
than material life, which they have al
ready experienced.

Usually it’s a mistake to give a formal 
class to VIPs, and its not good to preach 
hellfireand brimstone. Leave the “heavy” 
preaching to the guru and the SrTmad- 
BhSgav at am classes. Also, don’t expect 
that they will begin following the four

WANTED
I S K C O N  W O R L D  R E V IE W  
needs a make-up person. Full
time engagement with the Inter
national Office o f  Public Affairs 
available immediately. Must have 
some experience in graphics and 
layout.
Reply Uddhava dfisa, Managing 
Editor, ISKCON W O R L D  R E
VIEW, 3764 Watseka Ave., Los 
Angeles, CA 90034, U.S.A.

regulative principles right away. Your 
job is just to help them become attracted 
and develop attachment and a higher 
taste.

By spending time with them, you can 
get to know them better. Do things with 
them, especially menial things like wash
ing the dishes, walking to the market, 
helping them move, and so on. While 
you're together, you can bring the con
versation around to the philosophy in a 
nonchalant way. Once they trust you as a 
friend, they will begin to reveal their 
deepest thoughts and problems to you. 
Just listen. As a devotee, you are actually 
their best friend. While at their homes 
you should take notice o f the others that 
are present and give them special atten
tion—their children, wives, maids, other 
friends, etc. Srila Prabhupada's maxim, 
“ love me, love my dog," applies in this 
situation.

Before you finally introduce VIPs to 
the guru, it is very important to make 
sure they understand his transcendental 
nature and importance. It must be clear 
that they are meeting someone very 
spiritual. They should see it as a big step 
in their spiritual progress. It is best if they 
have already met other important dev
otees so that they will know how to act 
and what types of questions to ask.

Another critical point: it is very impor
tant to protect VIPs when they are new. 
One bad experience could turn them 
away before they even have a chance to 
find out what the Hare Krishna move
ment is all about. If they're famous they 
may be bothered by phone calls or ad
vances from too many devotees. VIPs 
may be intimidated if someone tries to 
instruct them or ask for a donation.

You must have a definite strategy when 
dealing with these important people. In 
most cases, there should be one or two 
main devotees who keep in touch with 
them and invite them over. That person 
is their contact with Krishna, almost like 
a guru. The VIP may not even know that 
everything is organized; in fact, it is better

I  Vs very important 
to protect VIPs 

when they are new. 
One bad experience 

could turn them 
away before they 

even have a chance 
to find out what the 

Hare Krishna 
movement is all 

________ about________
if it looks very casual and spontaneous.

Eventually, VIP preaching programs 
can be organized on a worldwide basis, 
and a traveling VIP can be contacted by 
preachers all over the world. When the 
V IP visits a temple, he can be greeted by a 
devotee who can give a first-class tour 
and entertain them.

This program can develop to the point 
where VI Ps meet each other and work to
gether with ISKCON preachers to spread 
Krishna consciousness according to their 
abilities. This can become very valu
able for spreading Lord Caitanya’s 
movement.

Editor's Note: Institution o f  a world
wide VIP cultivation program was one o f  
the resolutions adopted at the 1980 
Bombay Public Affairs Convention. All 
convention resolutions are available 
together with two-and-a-half hours o f  
cassette recordings o f  convention high
lights, including the above. The public 
affairs convention package also contains 
all important instructional materials that 
were used.

PUBLIC AFFAIRS 
WORLD CONFERENCE 

CASSETTES!
“One o f the most practical, progressive, and  
productive meetings Fve ever experienced

—Srîla TirthapâdaThe essence o f this unique con
vention  is now available on 2'/i 
hours o f cassette tapes, together 
with the most important workshop 
materials used at the convention, 
and the final resolutions adopted 
for worldwide use.

The entire package (one C-90 and 
one C-60 cassette plus w ritten  
materials) is now available from 
the ISK C O N  International Office 
o f Public Affairs for U. S. S16, 
postpaid.

Non-U. S. payments must be in the form o f a bank 
draft drawn on a U. S. bank with a branch in Loa 
Angelea, or with non-U. S. currency at the current 
rate o f exchange. Money order« and checks accepted 
from within the U. S. only. Non ll. S. currency pay
ments should include an exchange fee o f U. S. $1.

ISKCON Office of Public Affairs 
3764 Watseka Avenue 
Los Angeles, CA 90034
U.S.A.
Please send______ set(s) of Public Affairs
Convention cassettes and written mate
rials, at U. S. S16 per set, postpaid.

Total amount of order: U. S. S.
Foreign currency add U. S. SI exchange 
fee.

Name.

Address

City_

Country_
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Yurt tempi*: Learning how to chant Hare Krishna Irish summer folk festival program centers around pntadam  and kTrtana.

...Ireland
which will be self-sufficient. It is the only 
property we’re interested in owning.

Of course, we depend on the British 
BBT for producing the books we distrib
ute. Right now we have the Science o f 
Self-Realization and Perfect Questions, 
Perfect Answers, both in paperback.

In our temples, we offer a nice guest 
program, and in Dublin, our main center, 
we worship Gaura-Nitai. But nearly all 
our emphasis is on preaching. We're not 
tied down by maintaining big places.
Q: Ireland has a strong Catholic back
ground. How is it that Krishna con
sciousness can be so successful there?
A: Well, we keep a low profile. We 
didn’t want to come in with big boots and 
then get kicked in the face. Our fund rais
ing is mainly based on business with 
attractive products. Our book distribu
tion is straightforward. People donate 
according to their means. Ireland is not a 
rich country.
Q: How are people attracted to acquir
ing a book or associating with the 
temple?
A: The young people are alienated from 
their traditions. They’re dissatisfied. 
What has their religion gotten them? 
They’re too pious to become atheists, so 
Hare Krishna is the answer.

Even the Irish Catholics appreciate us 
because they see us as monks. They are 
not so narrow-minded that they can’t

appreciate a person who speaks about 
saintly life and is serious about serving 
God. They may not become Hare 
Krishna devotees, but they are very pious 
people.

Ireland has to be the most pious 
country in the Western world. Did you 
know that 75 percent of the Catholic mis
sionaries in the world are Irish? And the 
average Irish youth is a natural 
brahmacSn; he’s not so much interested 
in sex. There’s no abortion in Ireland. 
Although there’s an image that drinking 
is the national pastime, it’s something of 
a myth. The Irish are some of the most 
pious people on earth.

What I'd really like to do is introduce a 
new kind of book here, called something 
like SrTla Prabhupada Says, having a 
proper introduction, showing Prabhu
pada as an authority, then with sections 
on life after death, reincarnation, the 
problems of modern society, abortion, 
hundreds of different subjects. SrTla 
PrabhupSda put everything in his books, 
so we just need to extract the most 
essential and interesting statements. 
I think this would be an ideal book for 
Ireland.
Q: Do you ever meet anyone in 
government?
A: I wouldn’t like to. It might backfire. 
I couldn't see the bishops of the Catholic 
church without big political repercus
sions, but the local priests come to us by 
their own initiative. There’s a lot of good 
press going on; they come to us and we 
treat them nicely. We don’t want to wake

Guests help prepare for the feast by cutting vegetables

up the tiger, though.
Q: Have you ever had any problem 
with terrorists?
A: No. We don't take sides on political 
issues, otherwise we’d be blown up. I’m 
sure.
A: Isn’t Science o f  Self-Realization a 
bit heavy then?
A: The people involved with terrorism 
don’t read books. r

^^J^nv^jibout^h^cntical^jva^SrTIa^

PrabhupTda deals with materialistic 
religion?
A: Actually, being critical is in the 
Christian tradition, and the Irish people 
are interested in the real essence of reli
gion, service to God. They want to hear 
new ideas. They’re not satisfied eking out 
a living in the factories, and they have a 
rich spiritual tradition, but it’s turned 
sour. So they’re very ripe for Krishna 
Consciousness. ___________________

Conversation with Lennon 
basis of new BBT book

LENNON 69

SEARCH 
for LIBERATION

Featuring 
a conversation between

JOHN LENNON
and

SWA Ml BHAKTI VEDANTA

After waiting patiently for more than a 
year for his first disciples to establish an 
ISKCON center on British soil, árfla 
PrabhupSda finally flew to London on 
September 10, 1969. Airline officials 
escorted him to the VIP room where a 
throng of devotees, Indians, reporters, 
and photographers waited anxiously.

Just two months earlier, the “ Hare 
Krishna Mantra” (a single produced by 
George Harrison and sung by London 
devotees) had topped the British pop 
charts. And the media was anxious to 
meet tlje man who had started it all.

As SrTla Prabhupada entered the 
reception room, cameras flashed, and 
reporters clustered about him. “ Why 
have you come to this country?” one 
asl êd.

SrTla Prabhupada replied, “ I have 
come to teach what you have all for
gotten—GOD!” Srîla Prabhupada led 
an ecstatic kTrtana, and was then whisked 
away in John Lennon’s white Rolls- 
Royce to Tittenhurst Park, the Lennon 
estate in Berkshire.

Almost a year earlier, isnla Prabhu
pSda had written Shyamsundar that he 
would come to England to meet the 
Beatles, who had become the center of 
attention for the world’s young people, 
and that he would persuade them to 
accept Krishna consciousness.

A few days later, John, Yoko and 
George Harrison, together with Shyam
sundar and other devotees came up to 
SrTla Prabhupada’s room for his first 
meeting with members of the Beatles. In 
the lively discussion that followed, which 
constitutes the ipajor portion of Search 
fo r  Liberation, SrTla PrabhupSda, John, 
Yoko, and George discuss the path to 
peace and liberation, the eternality of the 
soul, reincarnation, the nature of God, 
qualifications of the guru, and the au
thority of Bhagavad-gTta.

The next section of the book is iSrila 
Prabhupada’s famous “ Peace Formula,” 
followed by his essay, “Chanting the 
Hare Krishna Mantra,”  his letter to 
Shyamsundar revealing John Lennon’s 
past life, and “ Reincarnation and Be
yond” (the l^ondon Broadcasting inter
view with SrTla Prabhupada which 
appears in Science o f  Self-Realization).

Excerpt
John Lennon: Yes, wc should go to a 
true master. But how are we to tell 
one from  the other?...That’s what 
we’re doing. W e’ re going around. 
Actually, Yoko  never met the Maha- 
rishi. So, we’re asking for advice 
about how to know what’s real. 
Yoko Ono: We want to ask your 
advice on that. In other words, what 
is your answer to this question o f 
authority?...What is the authority, 
and who has the authority?
SrTla Prabhupada: T h e  p o in t  
is K r ish n a  is the a u th o r ity  fo r  
Bhagavad-gTta. D o you accept this? 
Yoko Ono: Yes.
&nla PrabhupSda (to  John le n n o n ): 
Is that all right?
John Lennon: Yes.
Srila PrabhupSda: Then you should 
see w hat Krishna says. Th a t is 
authoritative. So, if you want to 
understand what Krishna has said, 
you have to search it out in the 
authorized Vedic literature.
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Royal life member 
starts chain reaction

When the media asks for the

UK starts India magazine
25,000 Mahabharata Times distributed free
Madhavendra Purl
London Correspondent

How do you get the government to give 
you a SI,000 ad on the back page o f one 
of your ISKCON magazines? How do 
you get them to buy another page inside 
the magazine? How do you host several 
members of another branch o f the gov
ernment at a party you throw to launch 
the magazine?

You publish the M AH ABH ARATA  
TIMES, of course.

Offering advice, information, en
tertainment, and spiritual knowledge 
to people o f  a ll ages in B ritain 's 
two-million-plus Indian community, 
M AH ABH AR ATA  TIMES is now the 
largest circulation Indian publication in 
the United Kingdom.

Beginning with a first-issue print run 
of 2S.000, the 20-page monthly magazine 
with a full-color cover will soar to a 
monthly print run o f 50,000 by summer.

M AH ABH ARATA TIMES is distrib
uted free. Ads purchased by the Indian 
community cover all production costs.

M AH ABH ARATA TIMES is dis
tributed throughout the United Kingdom 
by ISKCON’s nationwide network of 
Mahabharata Youth Clubs. The clubs 
consist of young Hindu boys and girls 
who have joined the Mahabharata Asso
ciation. Club members compete for top 
magazine distribution prizes.

Designed and printed at Bhaktive- 
danta Manor with IS K C O N ’ s own

equipment, M AH AB H AR ATA  TIMES 
confronts a problem that not long ago 
was featured as the cover story for the 
international edition o f TIM E—racial 
strife in England.

British schools’ propaganda written in 
Hindi to encourage Indian children to eat 
meat, British youths’ sexual promiscuity 
and widespread use of drugs and alcohol, 
and interracial rioting are but a few 
symptoms of a conflict plaguing young 
Indian nationals in Britain. M AH A
BH ARATA TIMES appeals to Indian 
youth as well as to their parents, whose 
cultural and spiritual traditions are fast 
dwindling in the kingdom of India’s 
former rulers.

The magazine's official debut recently 
took place at the posh home of Dr. S. K. 
Dutta, ISKCON life member. Among 
the guests were several members of the 
British National Parliament, and many 
other prominent figures. Mr. David 
Lane, Chairman for the Commission for 
Racial Equality (controlled by the British 
government) which advertised on the 
entire back cover, came to express his 
gratitude to the Mahabharata Associa
tion of UK (the Indian community af
fairs branch of ISKCON UK) for its 
successful work in race relations be
tween England’ s British and Asian 
communities.

facts about the Hare Krishna 
movement, what do you do? 
UMK-1, of course! UMK-1: The Universal Media Kit 

-see story page 161

HERE'S WHAT YOU GET—
•Six first-class, black-and-white glossy photographs showing IS K C O N  activities 
around the world, including captions. A ll  photos are suitable f o r  newspapers, 
magazines, and television. 

• Eleven pages o f  perfect, media-ready copy. Ready to use as is f o r  all English lan
guage media, and easily adapted to any other language.

* Headings include: « a »  ■ ■ « ■ ■ ■ ■  «

•Ph ilosophy and Practices 
•Lifestyle and Dress 
• H istory/Statistics 

( includes worldwide figures) 
•Farm  Communities 
•Festivals 
•F o o d  and Restaurants 
•Church Government 
•Publications  

* Three pages o f  comprehensive 
instructions and ideas f o r  using 
UM K -1.

Price: U. S. $5.00 
postpaid per kit 

(photos only—S3.00)
Noa-U. S. payments must b* b  the forai o f * bank Address, 
draft drawn on a U. S. bank wtth a branch In Los 
Angeles, or with non-U. S. currency at the current 
rate o f eichaa|e. Money orders and checks accepted 
from within the U. S. only. Non-U. S. currency psy-

■ts should include an »chan ge fee o f U. S. SI. | Country.

ISKCON Office of Public Affairs 
3764 Watseka Avenue 
Los Angeles, CA 90034
U.S.A.

Please send_____
postpaid per kit.

Please send.

.UM K-l(s) at U.S. $5

.photo set(s) at U. S.
S3 postpaid per set.

Total amount of order: U. S. $________
Foreign currency add U. S. SI exchange 
fee.

Name.

KATH M AND U, N E PAL—When King Birendra signed up as an ISKCON life member, 
he started a chain reaction among the elite circles of the Nepalese monarchy.

On Janmastami, two princesses (the King’s aunt and sister) came to the temple and 
honored prasadam in a private dining room with their husbands and Temple President 
Mahavisnu prabhu.

The following day at Srila Prabhupada’s Vyasa-puja celebration, Mr. Karki, chairman 
the Parliamentary Standing Committee, said that Srila Prabhupada could be consid

ered an incarnation of Krishna for his spiritual transformation of the West.
"His works are beyond the capacity of words to fully praise... He has left a large respon

sibility with us to spread this God consciousness,” Mr. Karki said.
More recently, Mahavisnu presented the Queen with some of Srila Prabhupada’s 

books and kirtana tapes.

Temple President Mahavisnu and Nepal's King Birendra (top left), Prime Minister 
Surya Bahadur Thapa gets a BACK TO QODHEAD, and Princess Princepe Saha, 
the King's aunt, greets devotees at the temple._____________________________
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Malbouma Mayor Paul Dahan thanks Tampia Praaldant Balarima (or cataring a 
racaptlon (or mombara of tha local govammant. “I’m aarioualy conaldaring claanlng 
up my dtat,” tha mayor aald.

‘Sardine-can express’: 
Vedic way just beneath 
surface in West Bengal
By Pancaratna dlss

SRT M AYAPU R —It was 5 a.m. The 
golden full moon of SrT MSyHpur was just 
setting on the western horizon, and the 
sun was rising. My train to Calcutta 
would leave at 5:45 and it would take at 
least 30 minutes to reach the station by 
car. But where was the driver?

My anxiety increased with each pass
ing moment. I had to catch a 1 p.m. train 
from Horra, Calcutta to attend the 
ISKCON Public Affairs World Conven
tion in Bombay, and the only other train 
that would get me there on time was the 
7:10 “ sardine-car express.”  I had just re
turned from a trip to the West and felt I 
was not quite ready for that experience.

Finally, about 5:20, our driver showed 
up complaining that no one had told him 
in time and how could he go anywhere 
without performing his morning ablu
tions? As we sped down the winding 
village road dodging goats, geese, buffa
los, and people, I felt a little relief, think
ing that it was all in Krishna's hands now.

When we reached the station, I saw the 
train still at the platform. I immediately 
jumped o>" and ran like a madman, one 
bag slung over my shoulder and two bags 
in each hand. As I was on the overpass to 
the platform, I heard the horn blow and 
saw the train start to pull out. I picked up 
speed and reached the train within a few 
seconds. But it was too late. A little less 
luggage and I might have made it, but this 
time it was too dangerous. I resigned my
self to the “ two persons to one seat” 
commuter express an hour and a half 
later, and went to wait in the hall.

When the train pulled in, there were 
not so many people at the platform, and I 
thought maybe Krishna will be kind to 
me today. I found a good seat and settled 
into chanting my japa.

But my hopes were dispelled as the car 
began to fill up. By the time we left 
Krishnanagar station, I was sandwiched 
against the window with three persons 
on my left where there were only seats for 
two.

Clouds of billowing smoke, laughter, 
and the loud shouting that characterized 
the youthful gathering of Bengali com
muters brought the sharp realization that

I was back in Bengal.
I began to wonder again, as I often had 

in the past, just what made for such a con
flict of cultures. On the one side, the 
ancient Vedic culture which still gave 
everyone around me names like Gopal 
Govinda, Rama Kumara, etc., and on the 
other, the imported Western culture of 
shirts and pants, cigarettes, playing 
cards, commuter trains, and cinema 
songs.

Gradually, I began to sense such a real 
difference in cultural backgrounds be
tween myself and my companions that 
the whole scene became more of an op
portunity for some sort of sociological 
pondering than what I’d expected would 
be a source o f great irritation and 
agitation.

Soon the fam iliar taunts, “ Hey, 
Krishna, Hare Krishna,” mixed with dif
ferent wisecracks in Bengali began to fly. 
Someone said something simple like 
“ Where are you going?" in Bengali, and 1 
replied in Bengali. Immediately everyone 
remarked, “The sahib speaks Bengali,” 
and the questions began pouring in.

Starting out with simple questions, I 
pretty much held my ground in Bengali, 
but as the ideas grew more complex, 
more spiritually centered, I switched 
to English, which most of the others 
understood.

As we ta lked, the whole mood 
changed. We spoke of Vedic culture and 
how India could not hope to achieve 
Western-style advancement without 
destroying their ancient heritage and 
su fferin g  the results o f an over- 
mechanized, industrial, materially- 
oriented civilization.

We spoke of impending nuclear war 
and the need for spiritual revival. We 
spoke of chanting Hare Krishna, liv
ing a pure life, and even of Caitanya- 
caritttmrta philosophy. My companions 
quoted verses I had never even heard 
before By the time we reached Calcutta 
two and a half hours later, the crowded 
train ride, which I had tryed so hard to 
avoid, had implanted in me a new and 
fresh lealization o f something which I 
had somehow lost sight of during my trip

Feast flips mayor
By Amogha dita

MELBOURNE— Melbourne Mayor Paul Dahan walking into our temple and askingus 
to cater a feast for “a few of my friends,” was the last thing we expected to see.

Eighteen months earlier, the South Melbourne Council had cancelled our permit to use 
our temple at 197 Danks Street as a religious training center.

But Mayor Dahan had been reading BACK TO GODHEAD  magazine, which we 
regularly send to City Council members, and had seen a photograph of a large tableful 
of opulent prasadam. He had read about vegetarian principles and particularly remem
bered the illustration of the man with the cow’s head killing a cow with a man's head.

“ I’m seriously considering cleaning up my diet,” the mayor said.
He told us that some council members had tried to gain political strength by closing us 

down, assuming they would look good in the eyes of the public.
Although the Supreme Court stopped the Council’s revocation of our permit, and the 

issue was considered dead. Mayor Dahan said he wanted pictures for the local news
papers taken at the reception we would be catering. Whatever his motive may have been, 
he was definitely sincere about his invitation and agreed to pay the costs.

Temple President Balarama prabhu then called in the heavies—our two master chefs,
Kurma and Jambavana prabhus—to plot our prasJTdam strategy.
When the reception date arrived there was an amazing spread featuring hot curd vege

table, savory vegetable rice, samosas, kacoris, pizza, salads, dips, bread and butter, fancy 
cakes, cupcakes, biscuits, carob burfi balls, and three flavors of ice cream—25 prepara
tions altogether.

After an hour of feasting, Balarama delivered the ice cream, and the guests inundated 
him with compliments. He handed the mayor a letter—donating the cost of the feast to 
the Community Chest!

Then the mayor stopped the party, turned off the music, and made a speech thanking 
ISKCON for the fantastic vegetarian tood. He spoke of how knowledge destroys preju
dice, and when he announced our unexpected gift, the whole room broke into applause.

Now the devotees were the center of attention at the gathering, and we took good ad
vantage, doling out recipes and doses of philosophy.

Just before everyone left, the mayor asked the guests to take home whatever they 
couldn't eat—except the carob burfi balls, which he reserved for himself.

to the West.
These Bengalis, and for that matter all 

the residents of India, despite being out
wardly intoxicated with western ideas of 
advancement are still, just under the 
surface, devotevs of the Vedic way. We 
just have to show them how, with western 
ingenuity and capital resources, \oquick
ly revive a proper balance of material 
prosperity and spiritual advancement, 
and they will immediately take part.

As I waited for the taxi outside the sta
tion, watching the stream of dhoti- and 
sari-clad men and women, many with 
neckbeads and tilaka, I thought how 
wonderful it would be when, in the near 
future, by the grace of 5>rTla Prabhu- 
pada’s movement and especially the SrT 
M«5y3pur project, everyone will chant 
Hare Krishna and Kali-yuga will abate, 
at least for a little while.

Don’t hoard nectar; 
send photos, stories

This month's front-page photo of the 
Hawaiian ketch, the Pope and Aj3mila 
dSsa in Nairobi, and L IF E s Bombay 
billboard are examples o f ecstatic 
p reach in g  photos that make the 
ISKCON W ORLD REVIEW inspiring 
to all Vaisnavas.

Look in your files, on your walls, and 
in your scrapbooks for nectarean photos 
like these, or take new, dynamic photos.

Also, please send us stories about 
your preaching activities. Don't hold 
back if you think your literary style un
worthy. We can develop your story from 
a rough outline or a cassette tape. Just 
be sure to include “ Who, What, When, 
Where, Why, and How” in each article.

In tha June /»sue of tha ISKCON WORLD REVIEW: 

Eliminating Darwin’s Theory
Bhakthradanta institute wflt toon sponsor an International sctenttflc confaranca to dafaat 
Darwin's thaory of avoiution, which many laadlng sctanttst» now faai is at tha root of modam 
materialistic I Ha. An In-dap tti Intervtew with His HoMnaaa BhafcllsvarQpa Dfmodars 8wamt.

Takuhatsu: Preaching In Japan
Following In tha footsteps of i f f  Nitylnanda Prabhu, Japanasa brsftmacarfs go door to door, 
bringing Krishna consciousnass to tha paopla of this snciant Buddhist land.

Michigan’s Cable Revolution
Whan Michigan rasidants turn on ihair tstyislons, Tha Vad/c Vunion, a davotea-producad 
cabla-TV program, baams tha massaga of SrT Cattanya Mahlprsbhu Into thair living rooms.

The Spanish Conquest
Mora than 20 minion paopla saa a favorabte tala vision production, "Ona Olffarant Kind of Lite.' 
A major art tela tracas tha davsiopmsnt of Krishna conadouanaas In Spain.

Hawaiian Boat Story: Part II
Narahari ravaais Ms trua idanttty; an originally akapHcai banafactor visits a Hara K 
temp la, takas p/aSBdsm, donates a 40-foot katoh, and kicks in an antra $10,000 to rafurtHah

H.

rtshna| 
itah sitl
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Indra bows to Lord at Vancouver Ratha
By Trldandl d m

VANCOUVER—The canopy of Lord 
Jagannatha's cart offered dismal protec

tion to the devotees underneath making 
last-minute flower garlands to adorn the 
gaily decorated red, blue, and green 
frame. As they worked, the devotees cast

Vancouver Mayor Jack Voirtch, ah own hora with Tampla Praaldont BahOdaka, pro
claimed one day each year Rathayatra Day. “Ifa  very fitting that we ahould have this 
opportunity to en|oy with you, to obaerve with you, and to celebrate thla Feetlval of the 
Charteta, one of the greateat hlatorlc featlvala In the world," the mayor aald.________

cakra-like glances at the stubborn clouds 
overhead.

I halfheartedly slipped the key into the 
ignition of the Lord's shiny black Cadil
lac limousine. It seemed too good to 
be true—the Fourth Annual Vancouver 
R athay ltr l — His Divine Grace SrTla 
SatsvanTpa dSsa Goswami and His Holi
ness Pancadravida Maharaja would be 
there, along with Mayor Jack Volrich 
and the Indian Consulate General, B. K 
Mitra.

A beautiful city park had been trans
formed into a celestial kingdom, with 
banners, balloons, and exotically deco
rated booths and displays surrounding a 
12-foot-tall dancing Lord Caitanya.

Every arrangement had been made— 
except for sunshine.

At any moment, Lord JagannStha 
would emerge from His recovery room 
for a short trip to the waiting Ratha. I 
backed the car into position. Several fat 
raindrops spattered the windshield. I was 
hoping that King Indra had enough intel
ligence not to ruin his Master’s festival. 
A halfhearted kfrtana began. As the 
chanting picked up, it seemed as if time 
were slowing down, allowing Indra to

gather his clouds and leave.
Suddenly, the door to JagannZtha's 

chamber swung open, incense billowing, 
and the Lord appeared. The kTrtana 
roared in response.

I nudged the car through the throngs of 
dancing bhaktas. I set an even speed and 
glanced skyward. A  small hole in the 
clouds directly over the Ratha site was 
plainly visible.

Within 15 minutes, profuse sunlight 
was spilling down on the city and its sky
scrapers through a large gap in the 
clouds. The drops of rain became more 
intermittent as we neared out destina
tion. I kept shifting my vision between 
the clouds and Lord Jagannltha, implor
ing Him with my eyes and prayers to 
sweep this insignificant sky with His 
merciful glance. He smiled even wider.

Arriving at the site, huge crowds of 
devotees and guests greeted us, dancing 
around the limo and pointing up at the 
mystical change in weather.

As the Lord mounted His chariot, He 
gave a parting look at the shreds of flee
ing clouds, and took His seat on the 
gleaming, sun-drenched chariot to begin 
His ride.

...Abortion .
scientists would be able to create life 
from chemicals. They haven’t yet and 
they never will."

“ But what's your explanation of life?" 
someone asked.

“ It ’s based on the Vedas,”  I said. 
"Those are the sacred books of India, the 
oldest books of knowledge on earth. 
They were written in Sanskrit over 5,000 
years ago. The Vedas say that life is not a 
by-product of biochemical combination. 
Rather it’s a primary irreducible part of 
nature.

“The Vedas teach that just as there are 
within the universe countless particles of 
matter called atoms, there are also count
less souls called Stmts.

“ Bhagavad-gTta. the essential book of 
Vedic wisdom, describes the soul (self) as 
‘unborn, eternal, ever-existing, undying, 
and primeval.’ The Vedas also say that 
the StmiS is microscopic in size—only one 
ten-thousandth the size of the tip of a 
hair.

“The souls inhabit bodies—some 8.4 
million different types of bodies, the 
Vedas say, including amoebas, plants, 
fish, insects, birds, animals, and Anally, 
human beings. These bodies are like ve
hicles for the souls which sit inside them 
like drivers in cars."

“Then you believe in reincarnation?" 
asked a lady from Minnesota.

“ Yes," I answered. “The soul evolves 
upward through all the species until it 
reaches the human form of life, the final 
stage of the evolution o f consciousness. 
Humans have the intelligence to realize 
their original spiritual nature. They can 
inquire, ‘Who am IT and ‘What is the 
purpose of lifeT

“ What's really happening in the film 
we spoke about is that the living being or 
the soul enters into the womb of a woman 
through a particle o f male semen.

“ In other words, the male’s semen car
ries not only genes but the soul as well. 
At the time o f conception, the soul enters 
the egg which begins to produce a body 
for the living being to inhabit. That is the 
actual cause o f the appearance o f a new 
human personality.

“So without any question," I said, “the 
fetus is a person and shouldn’t be killed."

Using advanced techniques o f fetal 
monitoring and observation, scientists 
have gathered conclusive evidence that 
the unborn child, even at the earliest stag
es of pregnancy, is not just a lump o f tis

sue, but a unique individual.
Amazingly, the ancient Sanskrit texts 

confirm modern medical research: “ In 
the course of a month, a head is formed," 
states the SrTmad-BhSgavaiam, “and at 
the end of two months the hands, feet, 
and other limbs take shape. By the end of 
three months, the nails, fingers, toes, 
body hair, bones, and skin appear, as do 
the organ of generation and the other 
apertures in the body, namely, the eyes, 
nostrils, ears, mouth, and anus."

“That’s so wonderful," cooed the lady 
from Minnesota.

“ Not exactly wonderful," I answered. 
“ Being trapped for nine months in the 
womb is not the most comfortable situa
tion for a living being. In fact, it’s down
right painful. I f  the mother ingests 
alcohol, drugs, or heavily spiced foods, 
the child experiences great pain and 
sometimes even permanent physical or 
mental damage.

“The unborn child, due to its extremely 
sensitive skin, suffers from the bites of 
various microorganisms and parasites in 
the womb. The physical position of the 
child, with its back and neck arched like a 
bow, is extremely painful.

“ And birth itself is traumatic. The 
Vedic scriptures describe how the child 
'comes out with great trouble, head 
downward, breathless, and deprived of 
memory due to severe agony.' "

“ By aborting the child, we condemn it 
to return again to the womb to endure all 
these intolerable experiences. We inter
rupt the soul’s progress on the path of 
spiritual evolution. This is the real crime 
of abortion," I said.

Shortly thereafter, I met a well- 
dressed, well-tanned, middle-aged man 
who organizes fundraising for various 
pro-life groups. He wanted to know our 
views on sex. I explained that single men 
like me practice celibacy And married 
men only have sex with their wives to 
have children. In other words, both men 
and women follow the same teachings on 
sex—which without a doubt seems reac
tionary in today's moral climate. But the 
whole purpose o f the restrictions on sex 
life is to liberate both men and women 
from senseless, exploitative sex.

That brings us to the basic unspoken 
cause o f the whole abortion controversy. 
Sex has become just another form of 
entertainment—like drugs, television, or 
the movies. And children are like com
mercials—nobody likes them because 
they interrupt the enjoyment. They also 
cost a lot o f money.

Having a child could mean the differ
ence between a Mercedes and a Toyota, 
between an apartment and a house. On 
the national scale, more children, espe
cially more poor ones, mean more taxes 
and welfare payments. So why not get rid 
o f them before they cause problems? On 
the basis of this crude, callous logic, more 
than 8.5 million abortions have been per
formed in America.

The airwaves, the record shops, the 
bookstores, the cinema—they’re all full 
of propaganda for unlimited illicit sex. 
So-called scientists and psychologists 
proclaim from every forum that sex and 
more sex is the only key to satisfaction 
and fulfillment in life.

Therefore millions of unborn children, 
who would interfere with such pleasure, 
are sacrificed on the altar o f self-

Before she left she placed a pamphlet in 
my hand. In it Elasah Drogan, leader of a 
Catholic pro-life organization wrote, 
“ Even if abortion is made illegal tommor- 
row, key abortion figures will someday 
soon be hunted down like Nazi war crimi
nals and brought to justice for crimes 
against humanity."

But whether or not that ever happens, 
the abortionists won’t be able to escape 
the justjee meted out by the law of karma.

As Srila Prabhupida, founder and 
preceptor o f the Hare Krishna move
ment, once wrote: “ Illicit sex creates 
pregnancies, and these unwanted preg
nancies lead to abortion. Those involved 
become implicated in these sins, so much 
so that they are punished in the same way 
the next life. Thus in the next life they 
also enter into the womb of a mother and

That brings us to the unspoken cause of the 
whole abortion controversy. Sex has be

come just another form of entertainment— 
like drugs, television, or the movies. And 
children are like commercials—nobody likes 
them because they interrupt the enjoyment.
indulgence. People recoil in horror at 
stories of human sacrifice on the altars of 
temples of the ancient Mayan civilization 
in South America. But is abortion any 
less barbaric? As we said good-bye, he 
gave me a copy of Mother Theresa’s 
Nobel Peace Prize acceptance speech. I 
read, “ If a mother can murder her own 
child in her own womb, what is left but 
for you and me to kill each other?"

Later, I walked by a booth with a video 
program showing different abortion 
techniques in full bloody color: mangled 
fetuses sucked out o f their mothers’ 
wombs by powerful suction devices, ba
bies cut into pieces by surgical knives, 
whole infants burned by caustic saline 
solutions. The horror o f these images 
was overwhelming. I could hardly be
lieve that in America alone these “ legal" 
murders are going on at the rate o f 4,000 
a day, or 1.5 million a year.

The woman with the tiny silver feet on 
her lapel had compared abortionists to 
Nazi death camp doctors. Her analogy 
posed an interesting question.

What will happen to the politicians, 
physicians, social scientists, and jurists 
who have implemented the biggest pro
gram of genocide the world has ever seen?

are killed in the same way."
That’s definitely something to think 

about. The laws o f man are subject to the 
whims o f legislators and judges, but the 
laws of karma cannot be repealed or 
amended.

I left the convention that evening with 
mixed feelings. On the one hand, I could 
see that something is going right in Amer
ica. A substantial number o f people are 
trying to stop the terrible crime of killing 
babies in the wombs o f their mothers.

Nevertheless, I felt sad that they 
couldn't really understand how abortion 
fits into the whole complicated web of 
karmic reactions that entangle us in the 
cycle of birth and death.

Seeing this, I felt a renewed commit
ment to the mission o f my spiritual 
master, Srila Prabhupida. In order to 
save the whole world from suffering, he 
wanted to publish authorized editions of 
the Vedic literature in all languages. He 
was pro-life all the way—he wanted all 
living beings to return back to home, 
back to Godhead where they could enjoy 
a life of spiritual pleasure uninterrupted 
by birth and death.
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Preaching bartender blazes 
in Bhagavad-gTta marathon

gthe Mayapur He said, “ It is called the Bhagavad- right. So he felt a sti
•e Srila BhUga- gTtH. “ Krishna to go left, and I

On March 15. 1981. during 
Festival, His Divine Grace Srila BhSga- 
van Goswami inspired hundreds o f  
ISKCO N devotees when he spoke at 
Yogapifha , the b irth p la ce  o f  $rT 
Caitanya MatySprabhu. The real nectar 
came when SrTla Bhagavan narrated 
several amazing book d is tribu tion  
stories. Excerpts from  the lecture follow.

One devotee had come back in the 
evening from sankTrtana. after distrib
uting in a bar. He was trying to preach to 
the bartender, “ Why you don't take this 
book, Bhagavad-gTtl.” and the bartender 
was arguing with him that he didn't want 
this book, but the devotee kept coun
tering his arguments, preaching and 
preaching.

Then one customer came into the bar, 
and the bartender said, “Come here, 
Joe.”  And the bartender suddenly 
started repeating to his customer exactly 
what the devotee had told him about 
Bhagavad-gTtZ. The customer bought 
Bhagavad-gTtZ.

In this way, one customer after 
another, the bartender would call them 
over to the bar and preach to them about 
Bhagavad-gTta, always repeating exactly 
what the devotee had told him. The 
bartender distributed the devotee’s entire 
bag of books. Fifteen Bhagavad-gitas he 
did!

There was another instance where a 
devotee was distributing in a parking lot. 
He was trying to reach his goal, but it was 
9 o’clock—very late—and the saAkTrtana 
truck had come to pick him up. There 
was one last car at the far end of the 
parking lot—a huge parking lot. It was 
very dark, but the devotee thought, “ Let 
me try.” So he ran over to the car, and 
there was a mother and daughter inside. 
So he said, “ We are distributing this 
book. Would you be interested?”

And she said, “What book is that?”

gnz:
She said, “ Bhagavad-gTtZ! I’ve been 

looking for that book for two years!"
She immediately took the book and 

gave him a donation so large that he sur
passed his goal.

Once another devotee was in an airport 
and sold a book to a boy going through. 
A few days later he was distributing in 
another airport. An old woman was 
watching him. Out of curiosity he finally 
approached her and said, “Can I help 
you?”

“ Do you know this person," she asked, 
pulling out a photograph.

He said, “Yes! I just gave him a book a 
few days ago.”

“ He’s my son," she said. “ Yes, you 
sold him one book the other day, 
Bhagavad-gttZ. I have to tell you that 
my son died yesterday, but 1 will tell 
you the circumstances.”

She then pulled out the Bhagavad-gTta 
he had given to her son, showed it to the 
devotee and continued, “ He was reading 
this book, Bhagavad-gTta, and he put the 
bookmark on this chapter, ‘Attaining the 
Supreme,' then he told me, ‘ I think I’m 
going to die.’ ”

Later that very day he was driving in a 
car with some of his friends, and this car 
was in an accident. The boy had his head 
turned in such a way that he flew up and 
hit the top of the car, immediately broke 
his neck and died. Everyone else in the 
car lived.

His mother than held up her dead son's 
Bhagavad-gTtZ. opened to the chapter 
“ Attaining the Supreme” and said, “ I 
want to thank you. You have done a very 
great service for my son," and she imme
diately gave him a donation.

Another time a devotee was going to 
distribute in a large apartment building. 
He didn't know which way to go, left or

A Krishna conscious world 
by the year 2001?

— I t’s up to us!
I f  each devotee  presently in the Hare 
Krishna movement would commit himself 
to bring in at least one new Vaisnava per 
year, and if each o f these new Vaisnavas 
would commit himself to also make one 
new devotee every year, the entire planet 
would be Krishna conscious by the year 
2001. A t this rate o f growth, the Hare 
Krishna movement would number some 
10,485,760,000 members. Demographers 
predict that the highest earth population 
by the year 2001 would be 9,000,000,000.

Adapted from the Bhakta 
Program m e New sletter,
Vol. 5, No. 10.
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strong urge from 
go lett, and he went into the 

apartment building to the left and rang 
the first doorbell. A  boy answered the 
door holding in his hand Bhagavad-gTtZ 
As It Is. He had never seen a devotee 
in his life, but he had been reading 
Bhagavad-gTtZ.

Actually, when the devotee knocked, 
the boy had just been looking at the part 
o f the book which gives the temple 
address saying if you’re interested you 
can go to such and such place. And he 
was just preparing to go. The day before, 
his wife had left him and his whole situa
tion had been destroyed.

And because he had read in the 
Bhagavad-gTta that by chanting Hare 
Krishna. Hare Krishna. Krishna  
Krishna, Hare Hare/ Hare Rama, Hare 
Rama, Rama Rama. Hare Hare all 
problems of life could be solved, he was 
chanting Hare Krishna at the top of his 
lungs all over the house, and his parents 
had said to him, “You are crazy!” After 
seeing the devotee, he immediately left 
his house and came to the temple.

/ This is the step-by-step process that 
SrTla Prabhupida laid out: distrib
ute books, distribute books, distribute 
books; open temples, open temples, open 
temples. Very simple instructions. We 
are not very complicated persons.

%
So who can say that Caitanya MahT- 

prabhu has not taken birth in the Krishna 
consciousness movement? Who can dare 
say it? And by His inconceivable poten
cies He is appearing all over the world, 
especially when His devotees are calling 
Him sincerely: “ Please, my Lord, come 
give me inspiration how to serve You, 
how to expand the sankTrtana move
ment, how to be alive."

Art lecture 
in Paris a 
real surprise

By Indryia Daman«
Paris Correspondent
PARIS—About a month ago we saw
in LeFigaro. one of the biggest French
newspapers, the calendar o f a series
o f lectures given by great scholarly
personalities.

We wanted to attend these conferences 
so that we could make first-class cultural 
presentations of Krishna consciousness.

Rene Huygens was lecturing on “Sym
bolism in modern painting in the 19th 
and 20th centuries." Even though he is 
a member of the highest academy in 
France (L'acadamie Française) that sets 
the rules for the French language, the 
subject didn’t seem to be very appealing.

But what a surprise! That lecture was a 
masterpiece —very alive, captivating the 
mind and very satisfying for the intel
ligence. He even finished his lecture by 
appealing to everyone for a spiritual 
revival. Everyone applauded with great 
enthusiasm.

After the lecture, we entered the hall 
where a cocktail party was underway.
We congratulated him for his appeal for 
spiritual life. VisnurSta prabhu ex
plained how he had translated Bhagavad- 
gTta. Mr. Huygens greatly appreciated 
this, and gave us his phone number.

“ I’m very busy," he said. “The day 
before yesterday I was in Lille giving a 
lecture, and tomorrow I take lunch with 
French President Giscard d’Estang. 1 
will try to infuse some spiritual knowl
edge, but it will be difficult, I think," he 
said.

We called him up the next morning to 
make the appointment. He immediately 
recognized us and gave us a date.

Even though we did not intend to, by 
Krishna’s grace we met this very cultured 
man who can appreciate the message of 
Bhagavad-gTta As It Is.
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Radio KRSNA sparks 70,000 Swedes
Government experiment offers ideal forum

By A|lta dlaa
Radio KRSNA Manager

our children, their educa
tion, and the position of 
women in Krishna con
sciousness. They ask how 
we support ourselves, and 
our views on sex and other 
religions. We always invite 
listeners to attend our Sun
day feast.

We get letters about the 
devotee-made music, inquir
ing where to get records and 
tapes. Sometimes people 
write for books. Some let
ters just express apprecia
tion  fo r  the p rogram , 
commenting that Radio 
KRSNA is the best on the 
air because it allows free 
discussion o f important 
subjects.

But the main reaction 
from the programs comes 
by word of mouth. People 
we meet always tell us how 
much they like the shows. 
I have never heard anyone 
say anything negative about

Radio KRSNA. They say we speak too much about 
politics or that we should confine ourselves to religion, 
but these are minor criticisms.

The main thing people react to is the atmosphere of 
our program. The devotees are kind and happy, and 
there is a purity people have not experienced anywhere 
else. Because a devotee can see the essence of questions 
and situations and bring everything down to the actual, 
spiritual point, our discussions and debates are fruitful, 
unlike those of the material world, where people just go 
on and on without ever achieving anything or coming 
to any conclusion. I think these programs, especially 
the night programs, are a relief for people, because here 
they can see with clear vision the problems that exist. 
These shows actually bring them hope.

For example, one young man called saying, “ I have a 
friend who’s considering suicide,” although he was obvi
ously talking about himself. We explained that we are 
not these bodies, but pure spirit soul, 8tmB, part and 
parcel o f God, covered by subtle and gross bodies. We 
explained that suicide only finishes the gross material 
body, without affecting the subtle body, meaning that 
all the hangups and problems we have now will follow 
us into our next life. He called back later, much relieved, 
to thank us for our answer. Discussing Krishna con
scious subject matters brings peace to the mind and 
heart, and it gives the listeners a taste of real, spiritual 
pleasure.

In Sweden, religion is not a popular subject, having 
been out of fashion for a long, long time, but we are 
waking people up. They can see we have a real alterna
tive to the Christian church, which is just a compromise 
with materialism.

Radio KRSNA is forcing them to rethink their opin
ions and they are naturally becoming attracted.

STOCKHOLM — Radio 
KRSNA is the most popular 
and effective preaching tool 
we have in Sweden, with
70,000 regular Stockholm- 
area listeners and 11 hours 
of weekly programming.

One local radio commit
tee official said that our 
shows are the most popular 
on the air.

There are no privately 
owned, commercial stations 
here; our broadcasting is 
part o f  a govern m en t- 
sponsored experiment to let 
charitable organizations 
promote their programs and 
views—an ideal and inex
pensive (about $10 an hour) 
preaching platform.

Public education is a hot 
issue in Sweden and we ad
dress this frequently. The 
school system here is designed to indoctrinate children 
from the very beginning to think in ways approved by the 
authorities. Private schools offering special kinds of edu
cation are not appreciated. It is a well-known fact that 
the teachers are frustrated and there are many discipline 
problems.

The Swedish people are generally interested in political 
and social matters, and are becoming aware that some
thing very basic is lacking in materialistic society. So 
they’re thus prepared to listen to alternative solutions, 
and are becoming more and more interested in spiritual 
matters.

On Friday mornings, we preach on different topics and 
play music by Srila Prabhuplda and Srila Harikesa 
MahBraja, and bhajanas and klhanas from India. We 
also play devotee pop-style music with Krishna conscious 
English lyrics. Recently we aired a very potent play on 
abortion written by Srila Harikesa Maharaja.

We also preach from Bhagavad-gTia on spiritual prin
ciples like “ we are not these bodies.** We try to show that 
ISKCON is a spiritual movement, differing from tradi-

Devotees record a play about abortion for KRSNA theater program

society, and distinct from all these new so-called spiritual 
movements, which have become so popular in the 
last decade, and which exploit people rather than offer a 
positive philosophy for social improvement.

Our scientific presentation of Krishna consciousness 
exposes the nonsense philosophies, and people who were 
never before interested in spiritual thought are becoming 
inspired. ,

On Sunday evenings, we read from Srila PrabhupSda's 
biography in Swedish and play his chanting. This is a 
very important program because it establishes Krishna 
consciousness as unique among^ other religious move
ments, especially on the point o f Srila PrabhupSda’s pure 
motivation and devotion. It is a very powerful program.

Tuesday afternoons we broadcast live, and people call 
in to ask questions. Alternating Tuesdays and Thurs
days, between midnight and 6 a.m., we have "KRSNA 
Night Radio,** which is very successful. Sometimes we 
have certain themes, and sometimes the format is open. 
Questions range from  the most basic to very 
philosophical.

One young man recently asked: “ If the variegatedness 
of this material world is being caused by different combi
nations of the three modes of material nature, what is it 
that causes the variegated ness of the spiritual world?"

Another man asked about the nature of spiritual 
science: “ We know that material science is based on 
empirical study, experiment, and logical hypothesis, but 
what is needed to gain spiritual knowledge, beyond this 
empirical data and reason?"

Engineer Mirkandeya Rsl man* talk show phones

We've found that people respect the Vedic literatures. 
Although they don’t know much about them, they’re very 
inquisitive. Even though more than a million Swedish 
books have been distributed, many people are still un
aware of them and our philosophy. This call-in program 
makes people interested in acquiring and reading Srila 
PrabhupTda’s books.

People also ask many questions regarding the Vedas 
that are not purely bhlTgavata-dhUrma, like astrology, 
spaceships, and other strange things they’ve heard about. 
Most people are truly amazed at the vast knowledge of 
the Vedic culture. Of course, there is always a lot of in
terest in karma, reincarnation, life on other planets, etc.
,Once a man phoned to say he had received a volume of 

SrrCaitanya-caritHfrtfta for a donation at an American 
airport, and now wanted to know more about it. So we 
had an opportunity to speak about Krjna dajsa KavirSja, 
Lord Caitanya, and the whole history of SrT Caitanya- 
caritttynrta.

Every question gives us unlimited opportunity to 
preach. This program, even though it's at night, has just 
as many listeners as the daytime programs—about 
70,000.

A lot of questions are more practical than philosophi
cal. People want to know how we live. They ask about
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FOLK: Encouraging friendsWorld Review 
replaces I PA 
Newsletter

Since the sankTrtana movement was first set in motion 
five hundred years ago by Sri Caitanya Mahdprahhu's 
desire that it spread all over the universe, the Krishna 
consciousness movement, in continuity o f  that same 
motion, is now spreading all over the world, and in this 
way it will gradually spread all over the universe. With 
the spread o f  the Krishna consciousness movement, 
everyone will merge in an ocean o f  love o f  Krishna.
( Cc. Adi 13.32)

Replacing the ISKCON PUBLIC AFFAIRS NEWS
LETTER, ISKCON WORLD REVIEW, published by 
the International Office of Public Affairs (IOPA), will 
appear as a newspaper each month. Five thousand copies 
of the first issue have been printed.

Our goal is to reach every initiated ISKCON devotee 
with up-to-date news, editorials, commentary, and a 
variety o f other features and contributions to inspire 
the rapid advancement of Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu’s 
sankTrtana movement throughout the world.

ISKCON W ORLD REVIEW is your own newspaper.
It is the collective voice of ISKCON devotees all over 
the world, and promises to be one of the most effective 
means of communication within the Hare Krishna move
ment—a great sharing of inspirations, ideas, and activi
ties for propagating Krishna consciousness.

The REVIEW will gradually expand its format and 
distribution to include parents, life members, honor 
members, patron members, various “ friends" organi
zations, temple guest lists, mail order lists, and many 
others.

Later, we will include many new features and depart
ments, such as worldwide infobank, reports on gurukula 
worldwide, ecstatic firsthand accounts of prasSdam and 
book distribution, “nectar” photos of the month, classi
fied and display ads available to all devotees, analyses 
of worldwide preaching programs, profiles of interesting 
devotees, life members, or friends whose unique service 
to ISKCON makes them noteworthy, unusual and inter
esting essays, offerings from IOPA of different preaching 
materials (such as records, cassettes, special publications, 
brochures, pamphlets, leaflets, manifestos, project 
reports, etc.).

Starting next month, ISKCON W ORLD REVIEW 
will be available everywhere on a subscription basis 
only.

ISKCON WORLD REVIEW is and will continue to 
be supported entirely by donations, subscriptions, and 
advertisements.

...Hostages
For such a hostage, the material world 

is a prison, and the material body is a cell 
within that prison. Until the soul decides 
to reestablish its relationship with Krish
na (God), it has to endure a suitable term 
of imprisonment, while Krishna’s materi
al energy causes bodily and mental suf
fering to instruct the soul that it is out of 
its proper element, the spiritual world.

J ust as the President and the citizens of 
the U. S. were anxious for the return of 
the hostages from Iran, Krishna and 
the residents o f the spiritual world 
eagerly await our return from this world.

And just as a prison cell offers little 
scope for enjoyment, the different types 
of material bodies have only limited 
capacity for experiencing pleasure. You 
can prove this by thinking of all the 
different stimulations that are available 
to the sense of touch.

The list o f the ways pain and discom
fort can be felt is longer than that of the 
available enjoyments. For example, you 
can hit your finger with a hammer, slice it 
with a knife, smash it in a door, burn it, 
break it, even lose it altogether, ending its 
pleasure-giving potential. For every 
pleasant touching experience, there are a 
dozen painful and unpleasant ones.

We are pleasure seekers by nature, but 
sufferings are imposed on us against our 
desire, and despite our precautions to

LONDON—The Friends of Lord Krishna (FOLK ) is a 
successful new honor member program in London.

Established for the benefit of guests who are becoming 
serious about Krishna consciousness and desire a higher 
standard of participation, FOLK is modeled after the 
ideas of Srila Bhaktivinode Thakura.

“ When people ask, ‘How can I develop myself spiritu- 
allyT we tell them about FOLK,” said program director 
Madhavendra Puri dasa. “ We tell them that chanting 
is the first basic principle.

“Second is hearing and reading Prabhupada’s books. 
The next one is becoming vegetarian and offering their 
food. The next is associating with devotees. The fifth 
principle is giving a percentage of their income to help 
spread the movement, and the sixth is preaching—telling 
their friends and relatives about Krishna consciousness. 
The seventh is worshiping in the home, setting up an altar 
and so forth,” Madhavendra Puri continued.

“ By this type of direction FOLK members are pleased 
and encouraged. It is also very practical for family men. 
Generally, one with a family cannot give up his job and 
move into a temple, but he can, along with his family, 
become a very nice devotee in his own home.

“ We’ve also started a new magazine, FOLK, especially 
for these people. It includes Krishna conscious activities 
in England, articles about Srila Tirthapada. and specie 
sections telling about famous people who are intereste 
in our movement.”

“ FOLK members can preach very effectively. For 
example, one of our FOLK members is a nice aristocratic 
gentleman, a personal friend of the Duchess of West
minster. One evening we went to his home for dinner. 
He was entertaining Colonel John Davis of the Defense 
Ministry, and preaching to him most wonderfully about 
Krishna consciousness!”

avoid them. In fact, our efforts to acquire 
pleasure in the material world are often 
just disguised attempts to relieve the suf
ferings material life forces upon us.

For example, a man will take his warm 
coat to be a source of pleasure in the cold 
of winter. Actually the coat only relieves 
him of his cold environment. It provides 
no real pleasure. Similarly, we may try to 
erase mental anguish by using intoxica
tion, or compensate for inadequate per
sonal relationships by accumulating 
material possessions. But real pleasure is 
in the spiritual world, and it doesn’t have 
anything to do with the material body or 
material possessions.

In order to become free from the mate
rial prison, one must become free from 
karma, or the penalties imposed by God’s 
universal system of justice.

For a state to function properly there 
must be laws and punishments for those 
who violate them. In the same way, 
God's kingdom has a judicial system that 
affects each of us. Under the lajv of 
karma, we receive proper reactions for 
our every activity, good and bad. The 
Bible confirms this: "As ye sow, so shall 
ye reap."

The influence of karma extends be
yond this lifetime. According to one’s 
activities, his sentence in the material 
prison makes the ordeal the hostages 
endured in Iran seem insignificant. It 
may go on for millions of lifetimes. And 
because o f sinful and subhuman activi
ties, one may experience many of those

lifetimes in less-than-human forms.
The hostages in Iran would certainly 

have rotted away had the people of the 
U. S. forgotten them. But the hostages of 
material desire are not forgotten by 
Krishna, even though they have forgot
ten Him. As the U. S. government sent its 
representative, Deputy Secretary of State 
Warren Christopher, to negotiate the 
conditions of the hostages' release, Krish
na sends the bona fide guru or spiritual 
master to free the conditioned souls of 
their material desires, so they can return 
home.

Just as the President and 
the citizens of the U. S. 

were anxious for the 
return of the hostages 

from Iran, Krishna and 
the residents of the spiri
tual world eagerly await 

our return from this 
_________world._________

Real freedom doesn’t come cheaply, as 
many streamlined swamis contend. The 
negotiations the bona fide spiritual mas
ter conducts in the material world are 
very serious. As part of the bargain, the 
hostage must agree to give up all the 
activities that have prolonged his impris
onment birth after birth, such as meat

eating, gambling, intoxication, and illicit 
sex.

In return, the spiritual master engages 
a follower in activities of devotional 
service to Krishna (the practice of bhakti- 
yoga), which offer much greater plea
sures than those performed to satisfy the 
bodily senses.

Devotional service awakens the dor
mant love for God within everyone’? 
heart. Far from being a sentimental 
activity, devotional service purifies one 
of all past transgressions against Krishna 
and other living beings. Because these 
activities are performed as service to 
God, rather than service to oneself, they 
are free from karma. With purified 
consciousness, one sees one’s own spiri
tual nature and understands one's eternal 
relationship with Krishna.

Although living in the material world, 
a sincere follower of a bona fide spiritual 
master gradually becomes free from 
material desires. He enjoys much more 
than any materialist, because spiritual 
pleasure is not limited in quantity or 
dependent on any material qualification. 
And at the end of this lifetime, the former 
hostage returns to his real home, the 
spiritual world, to experience the ulti
mate freedom, eternal life.

This a rtic le  by IS K C O N  W O R LD  
REVIEW'S Managing Editor appears in 
the current issue o f  AS IT IS, a free news
paper distributed in the western USA
zone.

downtown San Francisco, students and businessmen crowd Into Jagannatha’s Cart, a popular pras&dam 
I restaurant started by Apurva prabhu (foreground) In September, 1980. Up to 60 customers at a time fill up on 
Ipafcoras with chutney, tamotat, curd-laden sub//*, sumptuous eggpant sandwiches, dhal, and fruit nectar 
| drinks. The restaurant Is adjacent to Golden Gate University, a business and law school with more than 5,000 
I students.

WfD »Pu»ufAp*A
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Top India scholar praises 
ISKCON’s power, purity
LOS ANGELES—The world’s most 

respected scholar o f India has 
praised the Hare Krishna move
ment as a genuine spiritual discipline 

that has become an important influence 
in the history of the Western world.

Professor A. L. Basham, founder of 
the South Asian Institute at Canberra 
(Australia) and author of The Wonder 
That Was India, lectured recently at the 
University of California on “ Modern 
Trends in Hinduism."

He introduced his term for bogus 
gurus—“streamlined swamis"—and took 
pains to note that Srila PrabhupSda, 
unlike the “streamlined swamis" who 
have come to the West, never compro
mised the strict traditions and principles 
o f Hindu monasticism in order to acquire 
followers.

Professor Basham’s remarks on Krish
na consciousness came as he discussed 
the growing influence of Hinduism in 
the West over the last 200 years.

“ I believe the culmination o f this pro
cess, so far, is the Hare Krishna move
ment. As I said, I do not view Swami 
PrabhupSda as a streamlined swami. 
There’s nothing streamlined about Prab- 
hupSda’s doctrines. His efforts were

Whatever the future of the Hare Krishna 
movement, it is evidence, very definite 
evidence, of the power of Hinduism to 
attract, at the present time, appreciable 
numbers of young people without any 

sugaring of the pill. This, /  feel, is a sign of 
the times, and an important fact in the 

history of the Western world9
directed not at providing a simplified, 
easy Hinduism, attractive to Western 
customers, but something much nearer 
the traditional model.

“ His followers are not just vague ad
herents o f a cult for people who have 
time on their hands, but men and women 
who have adopted a wholly new, differ
ent way o f life, a new set of values, and.

as far as possible, a new way of looking at 
things according to the norms of Caitan- 
ya bhakti. And this, as I see it, is the most 
impressive feature of the Hare Krishna 
movement.

“ Here, for the first time since the days 
of the Roman Empire, is a new Asian 
religion—that is to say, an Asian religion 
new to the West—being practiced openly

in the streets of the great cities of the 
Western worl/l by people of Western 
race and Judeo-Christian background.

“ Whatever the future o f the Hare 
Krishna movement, it is evidence, very 
definite evidence, of the power of Hindu
ism to attract, at the present time, appre
ciable numbers of young people without 
any sugaring of the pill. This, I feel, is a 
sign of the times, and an important fact 
in the history of the Western world.”

Devotees presented Professor Basham 
with copies of SrTla PrabhupTSda-Hlamrta 
Vol. 1 and SrTmad- BhSgavatam Tenth 
Canto Part Three, which he was pleased 
to receive.

Editor’s Note: In his article "History o f  
Hinduism" in the latest edition o f  Ency
clopaedia Britannica, Professor Basham 
writes:

The most recent manifestation o f the 
spread of Indian religious attitudes in 
the Western world is the International 
Society for Krishna Consciousness. This 
is essentially a bhakti (devotional) move
ment, broadly following the precedents 
of Caitanya. Since its foundation by a 
Hindu sannyasi, Swami Prabhupada, in 
1965, its growth has been surprising, and 
nagarkirtans (devotional singing and 
dancing) may now be seen in the streets 
of New York and London (and many 
other cities throughout the world), per
formed by young men and women from 
Christian or Jewish homes wearing 
dhotis and saris....Hinduism is now a 
part of the cultural heritage of the world.

Whan Pop* John Paul landed In Nairobi on hla racent African tour, the Catholic community there asked the 
Hindu Council to make some sort of presentation. The Hindu leaders contacted Temple President Afimlla and 
asked him to be the first to greet the Pope and gariand him. Ajimlia relates: “They came right at the eleventh 
hour. We had no garlands made, so we Just took Srila Prabhuplda’s gariand from the vyisasana. When I gave 
him the gariand, he asked, ‘What Is this?’ ‘A flower garland,’ I replied. ‘Oh yes, my bishops give me these when I 
go to India. What Is your religion?’ the Pope aaked. ‘Hare Kriahna.' ‘Oh yes, I’ve heard about Krishna. Krishna 
Is great!' the Pope said. When he addreaaed our group, the Pope said, ‘This Is a historical moment. This Is the 
first Indian community I’ve ever been greeted by in any part of the world. It truly gives me great pleasure. I 
understand something about the deep spiritual concepts which are upheld In India and I appreciate them.” 
One of Nairobi’s leading life members presented the Pope with a copy of Srila Prabhupida's Stlmad- 
Bhigavmtmm.

UMK-1 gets 
good response 
from media

The first ISKCON Universal Media Kit, now generally 
referred to as UM K-l, is gradually finding its way into 
the media around the world.

Designed by the International Office of Public Affairs, 
the kit was completed in December, and so far this year 
many have been sent throughout North America, 
Europe, India, Australia, and to other countries.

UM K-l consists of l l  pages of type and six glossy 
black-and-white photographs. The title page is headed 
“ General Press Information on the International Society 
for Krishna Consciousness." The second page is a table 
o f contents describing each of the nine numbered pages 
that follow.

Concise and readable, UMK-l includes information 
on the following subjects: Philosophy and Practices, 
Lifestyle and Dress, History/Statistics, Farm Communi
ties, Festivals, Food and Restaurants, Church Govern
ment, and Publications. Six excellent, fully-captioned, 
photos come next.

Quality is perfect for print reproduction. Photos in
clude a Rathayatra festival, children in gurukula, an 
ecstatic hari-nSma party chanting in public with mrdafiga 
and karatSlas. a five-year-old devotee smiling and hug
ging a cow on an ISKCON farm, an ISKCON artist 
executing a complicated sculpture, and an exquisite 
aerial shot of SrTla Prabhupada’s Palace.

This 13-page kit includes a comprehensive three-page 
instruction manual detailing how to use UMK-l in any 
part of the world, in any language.

On several occasions, North American newspapers 
have published UMK-l in its entirety and used several of 
the photographs.

Devotees around the world report that whenever and 
wherever they submit UM K-l to the media, the informa
tion generally finds its way into print and broadcasts. In 
most cases, devotees have used U M K-1 as supplementary 
material for media events like festivals. More recently, 
however, they have been using UMK-l to successfully 
initiate news coverage, and are discovering new applica
tions all the time.

Mr. Bill Muster, an ISKCON life member, and presi
dent of one of the world's most successful public relations 
firms, originally conceived of UM K-l. He also offered 
free advice throughout the development of the project. 
(See ad, page 10.)

4Krishna is greatV—Pope John Paul II
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KC alive 
and well 
in Tehran
Ten initiated devotees, a 
thriving city restaurant and 
rural farm , not to mention 
increasing distribution o f  
Srila Prabhupada’s books!

Tokyo park visitor«, fascinated by the Holy Name, savor a “Sunday Free Concert." Naganatana, left, formerly a famous rock 
musician, Temple President Satyadeva, and Sri Caranam, who Is translating Srila Prabhupada's writings into Japanese, Initiate 
the friendly Japanese people into the ecstasies of Lord Caitanya's •mnkirtmnm movement.

X  JDlesmt irsi ¿jxpxti
Artist, top model kept on chanting
By Uddhava data

T O KYO —Prior to last June, when 
Srila Ramesvara Swami opened an 
ISKCON temple in Mitaka-Shi, a 
suburb of Tokyo, Japan had been bereft 

of any organized preaching for about five 
years.

But an influential Japanese artist culti
vated by Sudama Goswami heads an in
formal spiritual club with several hundred 
members. When Srila Ramesvara visited 
Japan for the first time this past year, club 
members greeted him at a special recep
tion with chants of “ Haribol! Haribol!” 
followed by hours of ecstatic kirtana and 
feasting.

And recently, a major Japanese high- 
fashion model, recording star, and film 
actress told Srila Ramesvara that she has 
secretly been a devotee for seven years, 
chanting Hare Krishna on beads and dis
tributing books to her friends, who are the 
wives of corporate executives.

Prior to being made a devotee by Guru- 
kripa Swami, Naganatana prabhu was lead

guitarist and vocalist with a popular Japa
nese recording group that appeared widely 
on television. His influence is leading 
several bands to incorporate Krishna Con
sciousness into their lifestyles and music.

A woman who translates scientific jour
nals from English, French, and German 
into Japanese, visits the temple frequently 
and has agreed to help Sri Caranam trans
late Srila Prabhupada’s books.

And the most prominent Indian in Japan, 
the president of the Tokyo chapter of the 
Sai Baba Society, was recently presented 
with a copy of the original BBT Japanese 
Bhagavad-gita. “ My heart is with you, my 
mind is with you, and my wealth is with 
you," he told Srila Ramesvara, pledging 
his support o f future Japanese book 
publication.

In addition to these favorable develop
ments, the Japanese people’s traditional 
belief in karma, reincarnation, spiritual 
authority, and a meatless (though not fish- 
less) diet indicate that Krishna Conscious
ness may well be the force behind a sweeping 
spiritual revival here in the coming years.

Book distribution is beginning humbly.

but with one of the highest quality BBT 
productions to date—the colorful magazine. 
Desire Tree, known in Japanese as Nozomi 
ho ki. One hundred thousand copies were 
printed last year by Dai Nippon, the original 
printer of the opulent hardbound Krsna set.

Desire Tree/p. 15

Darwinian theory: 
Soon to become 
extinct species?

Formed in 1976 as a result of Srila 
Prabhupada's intense desire for a 
Vaisnava research institute to preach 
to scholars all over the world, the Bhak- 
tivedanta Institute is determined to 
systematically and scientifically demon
strate that life does, indeed. Come from 
life Institute Director His Holiness 
Bhaktisvarupa Damodara Swami reveals 
in this interview how ISKCON scientists 
plan to eradicate Darwin's theory of 
evolution and transform the world's

The 1979 Iranian revolution led by the 
Ayatollah Ruhollah Khomeini, a Moslem 
fundamentalist, violently ousted the Shah 
Mohammed Reza Pahlavi’s pro-Western 
government, but Krishna Consciousness 
is alive and well in Tehran.

At the peak of the rebellion, Iranian devo
tees went on hari-nama in Tehran streets 
each day for a month, leading thousands of 
people in the chanting of the holy names of 
Krishna and Allah. And the Tehran pra- 
sadam restaurant, which had been catering 
to wealthy representatives of multinational 
corporations and confidants of royalty, re
vamped its menu to the needs of a country 
fighting for its life.

Distribution of Srila Prabhupada's mes
sage of God consciousness has continued 
at the rate of over 80 Farsi-language books 
a day.

According to Iranian native Atreya Rsi 
prabhu, GBC and founder of Krishna Con
sciousness in Iran, the devotees endeared 
themselves to key Moslem religious leaders 
(called mullahs) by the purity o f their 
preaching.

“ We realized that unless we took full 
shelter of the lotus feet of Srila Prabhupada, 
we would not be protected," Atreya Rsi 
said in a recent interview.

“ If we were to preach in any sectarian 
or impure form, or if we were to hide any
thing, we would get into trouble, because

Iran/p. 3

speculating laboratory intellectuals 
into real scientists.

Darwln/p 5
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Library party 
rolls again 
in India

BOM BAY—After three years of inactiv' 
ity, the Indian BBT Library Party is on the 
road again.

Three devotees distributed more than 
Rs. 170,000 (U .S. $22,305) worth of books 
to 322 educational institutions during 
Oct.-Dec. 1980— nearly 3,500 Srimad- 
Bhagavatams and Caitanya-caritamrtas.

This year the party looks forward to 
breaking new ground in Pakistan, where 
Srila Prabhupada’s books have never been 
widely available.

“ Already the scholars of India have a 
great appreciation for Srila Prabhupada's 
writings," Library Party Manager Anut- 
tama prabhu said recently, “and now we 
find they are even more anxious to read 
Srila Prabhupada’s biography.”

The first standing order for Srila Prahhu- 
pada-lilamria was sold in October 1980 to 
Patna University in Bihar.

The BBT Library Party began in 1976 
under Srila Prabhupada’s direction, but 
by 1977 the work was considered finished 
and the party disbanded.

I he best day on record was when the 
devotees met the Maharaja o f Baroda, 
Ranjitsingh Gaekwad. He interrupted 
his busy schedule to discuss Krishna Con
sciousness for almost two hours, and when 
the conversation was over, he ordered ten 
full sets of books for institutions in his area.

The revival of the party, which includes 
Bhima dasa, Brhat-sloka dasa, and support
ing members Abhinanda dasa and Rama 
Tulasi-devi dasi, was aided this past summer 
by His Divine Grace Harikesa Maharaja, 
who provided sankirtana facility in Sweden.

Q J  f D D I M C, C.

Carter’s sister in Krishna Land
IN SEARCH OF TRUTH

By Patrick Michael

W HAT SH A LL  it profit a man, 
if he shall gain the whole world  
and lose his own soul? And so it 
w as that in the very early hours 
o f N ovem ber 14, the w o r ld  s 
most powerful and one of the 
richest man’s sister, Ruth C ar
ter S tap le to n , 50, lan ded  in 
Bom bay’s Hare Krishna Land  
in search o f that elusive truth 
and inner peace that the high 
and low  in every continent are  
in constant search of.

“ Nobody, least of all the Press, should 
know about my arrival here. I don t 
want publicity of any kind,” she told the 
orange-robed, select devotees of Hare 
Krishna who had gathered at the airport 
to welcome their guest of honour. But the 
request did not prevent the Hare Knshna 
chanting men from clicking pictures of 
their “ prized catch” for their album.

Mrs Ruth Stapleton Carter stayed for 
three day» (Nov. 14-16) at the Hare 
Krishna Land in Juhu with the l.uuu 
and odd men and women devotees. 
Throughout her stay she was dressed as 
a commoner. She did not carry the japa 
mala (counting beads) a n d  was ad
dressed by her first name as she had not 
yet been allowed to accept the han-nama

(spiritual name) initiation from the spiri
tual master. ( A n y b o d y  who wants to join 
the flock is carefully scrutinized and 
screened for six months before being 
initiated into the fold.)

All the same, dunng her 72 hours at 
Krishna Land the “ uninitiated Kuth 
Carter tried her very best to live up to 
the four basic principles which the ini- 
tiated devotees have to strictly adhere.

Anyone who desires to join the move
ment should not:

(A ) eat meat, fish or eggs, or even on
ions and garlic. t

(B) have illicit sex (sex is only permis- 
sible within marriage for the production 
of Krishna conscious children).

(C) have intoxicating stuff like alco
hol, cigarettes, drugs and even coffee
and tea. ,

(D) participate in gambling, specula
tive enterprise or waste time in activities 
like idle sports, cinema or the TV.

These are the four basic Hare Knshna

PrOn'November 17 Ruth Carter took off 
for Brindavan from where, after a short 
stay she would fly to Calcutta and then 
motor down 100 miles to the Shree Maya 
pur Chandrodaya Mandir in Mayapur.

From here onwards, the rest of her 
itinerary is a closely guarded secret. 
The Hare Krishna people are tight- 
lipped on the matter. _

When did Mrs. Ruth Stapleton Carter 
come in contact with the orange-robed

shaven-haired, drum and cymbal beat- 
inc Hare Krishna people? Nobody 
knows for sure. But according to an 
ISKCON source her first contact and 
influence was Srila Bhagavan Maha
raja in Paris about six months ago. It 
was after this “ close encounter that 
she had drawn closer to them and per
haps closer to the truth she is in search

What could have been the reason for 
this search for truth and inner peace_ 
She had everything that a woman could 
want and yet...Only she can tell.

-B O M B A Y  FREE PRESS 
BULLETIN
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HONG KONG The recent publication of 
Chinese translations of Bhagavad-gita and 
Sri Isopanisad by the Bhaktivedanta Book 
Trust is a landmark in world history, open
ing the Vedic culture to one-fourth of the 
world’s population.

Translator Yasomati-suta prabhu spent 
the last five years alone here, supporting 
himself with a part-time job.

A $10,000 donation from ISKCON Aus
tralia made possible a printing of 10,000 
copies of each book, and distribution is 
underway in Hong Kong, Indonesia, the 
Phillipines, San Francisco, New York, 
and other areas with sizable Chinese 
populations.

The books are a tremendous sensation 
in India, where everyone is astounded to 
see their foremost scripture translated for 
a people they thought most unlikely to 
take up Krishna Consciousness.

Los Angeles artist Bharadraja prabhu 
painted the cover for Sri Isopanisad, pic
tured at lower right.

The next Chinese translations planned are 
Srila Prabhupada's Light o f  the Bhagavata, 
originally written in India in 1961, and 
Teachings o f Lord Caitanya. Light o f  the 
Bhagavata. an introduction to Krishna 
Consciousness, was written by Srila Prabhu- 
pada especially for Far Eastern readers, and 
will feature traditional Oriental-style art 
by BBT artist Jagat-karana-devi dasi.

All-Europe meeting 
focuses on video

The first all-European ISKCON Public Affairs Convention, held in Zurich on April 17, 
18, and 19, was unique in the history of modern Vaisnavism. For the first time since Srila 
Prabhupada came to the West, delegates representing almost every European country met 
in Europe to discuss their current preaching programs and plans for future work.

Some startling realizations emerged from the three days of meetings at Bergstrasse 54, 
ISKCON Zurich’s beautiful 20-room mansion situated in one of the world’s wealthiest 
neighborhoods. The most important discovery was that devotees in Europe were strikingly 
unaware of the amazing advancements being made by their godbrothers in neighboring 
countries. Devotees in Britain had recently established the Mahabharat Times, the largest 
circulation Indian publication in the United Kingdom. Germany’s 60 devotees were distrib
uting Srila Prabhupada's books by the thousands as spectators in Munich showered laksmi 
on a street sankirtana party.

Italy was about to open “ Radio KRSNA Centrale,” their very own broadcasting station 
with five million potential listeners. Switzerland was in the process o f“ legalizing" ISKCON, 
making it possible for the movement to receive government tax funds. In France, 20 million 
people viewed a full-hour show devoted to the Hare Krishna movement, shown at 8:30 p.m. 
on Easter Sunday. And in Sweden, Vegavan and his radio crew had become public figures 
due to the incredible popularity of their radio show, which broadcasts four days a week for 
a total of 11 hours.

Another important discovery was the essential importance of video in preaching Krishna 
Consciousness. An entire day was devoted to workshops and discussions on the subject. 
Delegates carried out live closed-circuit broadcasts, mostly “ talk shows,” with equipment 
provided by Guru Gauranga prabhu. Various situations were set up, challenges presented, 
and strategies practiced.

It became clear to everyone that television would be used more extensively for spreading 
Krishna Consciousness throughout Europe. Devotees realized that through this medium 
they could quickly and effectively inform millions of Europeans about the Hare Krishna 
movement by presenting shows about art, dance, drama, philosophy, music and prasadam. 
All delegates viewed videotapes on ISKCON which had been broadcast on major television 
networks throughout Europe and the United Kingdom.

Several of the convention’s most important resolutions dealt with systems for sharing 
information across national borders, a practice that most agreed had been lacking due to 
everyone’s tendency to overlook the “ big ISKCON" concept of preaching.

Attending the meeting were: Avinas Candra dasa, W. Germany; Dhananjaya dasa, British 
Midlands; Gaura Krsna dasa, Italy; Guru Gauranga dasa, Austria/Switzerland; Hari-Krsna 
dasa, Benelux; Indryia Damana dasa, France; Jayagurudeva dasa, Austria; Mahavidya 
dasa, Belgium; Mukunda dasa, international minister of public affaris, U. S.; Sriniketana 
dasa, Mauritius; Vegavan dasa, Norway/Sweden.

Vedic way 
now open 
to Chinese
Gita, Isopanisad pub lished
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IRAN: Surviving a revolution
when 1 came back from India, he brought 
me the key and said, ‘We went there and 
checked it and nothing had happened. Ev
erything's protected. Now you take it.’

“ In my absence the threats had continued 
1>y phone. 1 was frightened. 1 had to leave 
again on March 23rd for the GBC meetings 
in Los Angeles, and I didn’t know how 
soon I would be returning. 1 said in my 
heart, ’ Krishna, this is Your restaurant; it’s 
up to You whether You want to protect it 
or not.’ During the next several weeks, 1 
was scared and neglected to send any of my 
men to stay there, but every afternoon at 
five some of them would go to check it out.

One evening they came back and said 
that a policeman, the local committeemen, 
and military men had taken over the res
taurant. I immediately went to talk to the 
policeman who said, ‘ Is this your homeT I 
said yes. ‘Where do you liveT I told him. 
‘You mean this is yours and you live some
where else? Well, thank you, we want to 
give this house to the poor, and since you 
have another house, there’s no need for you

one of the characteristics of this revolution 
was to uncover, reveal the truth. We had 
to preach in line with the sastra or risk a 
misunderstanding that we were not genuine 
spiritualists but undercover agents for 
America, the CIA, or tlje members of the 
Shah’s regime.”

The public chanting o f the devotees 
has now been put to a stop by the local 
authorities, recalling a similar situation 
some five hundred years ago when the 
Mohammedan Chand Kazi ordered Lord 
Caitanya to stop His sankiriana move
ment in Navadvipa. •

“ Beginning March 21,1979," Atreya 
Rsi said, “after Khomeini had entered the 
country, we started hari-nama on the streets, 
not with shaved heads, but close-cropped 
hair and more-or-less traditional Iranian 
dress. We chanted Hare Krishna. We 
chanted Allah. And it was extremely suc
cessful. Every day, crowds would gather, 
sometimes thousands of people on the wide 
avenue chanting Allah and Hare Krishna 
with us.

“ When we took a break, ____
an Ira n ia n  d e v o te e ,
M ukunda prabhu, the 
leader at our farm out
side the city, would get 
up and preach wonder
fully. Everybody would 
come and throw laksmi 
at us and take prasadam. 
a local kind of halavah 
that is traditionally o f
fered to God by a cer
emony and distributed 
to the poor on religious 
occasions.

“The only problem was 
that every time we went 
out there, one or two 
envious elements would 
start instigating the crowd, 
saying that what we were 
doing was not Islamic, 
because in Islam there 
are no karatalas. no mr- 
dangas. They said that 
we were agents of Amer
ica. They would provoke 
a group of five or ten bums 
who would then threaten 
us.

“ On one of these occa
sions, they took me to 
the home o f  the head 
mullah, or cleric, of that 
region, who conducted 
the official Islamic court. After hearing 
our case, based on what the hoodlum wit
nesses had to say, he judged that what we 
were doing was not bona fide according to 
the Koran, and that we had to stop.”

Due to the delicate condition of the Hare 
Krishna movement in Iran, the decision 
was made to abide by the Islamic court 
ruling. The transcendental resolution of 
this temporary interruption will undoubt
edly be recorded in a future manifestation 
of Sri Caitanya-caritamrta. But the popu
larity the devotees have earned among the 
Iranians, illustrated by another incident, 
leaves no doubt about their success in the 
future.

In February of 1980, Atreya Rsi received 
a letter from a revolutionary group demand
ing money and threatening death. “ It was 
clear that the authors knew me very well, 
and had heard me preach, because they 
were using my phrases,” Atreya Rsi said.

I was already scheduled to go to the 
Mayapur meetings, so I left the country 
with my family and several devotees. We 
put various Iranian devotees and friends 
in charge of the temple, restaurant, and 
farm. I asked one of my colleagues, a pro
fessor at the university, to look over the 
restaurant, and two or three weeks later

(nbOffS\vs*aoK nxvsjaV .tuhciiuK* , > . ........

to have two.’
“ I went home and called a mullah who 

had helped edit some of our publications, 
and who is a devotee in every sense. He 
came immediately to my house and after 
prasadam. he said, ‘Tell me what’s happen
ing, what's wrong?' I told him the story and 
he was outraged. I took him downtown to 
the restaurant. Four or five comrades were 
there.

“ ‘Who is your head?’ he said. As soon as 
they saw him with his big turban and reli
gious clothes, they became very submissive 
and gave us the name and address t>f the 
head, who had taken over a big house and 
had an army of self-styled military men.

“ My realization was that I had failed 
Krishna, that I had not protected Him; I had 
left His house to be protected by Him, which 
/ should have taken care of. Because of that 
realization, I felt strong and fearless. My 
friend also was acting fearlessly —I was 
directing him and he had a very fiery nature 
to begin with.

“ We were forced to wait to see the leader

once we got to his office. This 
really aggravated my friend. 
When we finally got to see him, 
the mullah started banging on 
the table. ‘Do you know who 
you are dealing with?’ he said, 
‘Do you know that these people 
are devotees of God, the real true 
devotees of God? Oo you know 
that this man has distributed so 
much food freely and given his 
whole life to serving God? He 
comes to our prayers and they 
have their own prayers. They are 
following another path to God, 
but it’s purer than what you are 
following! How could you do 
this to them?’

The TEHRAN TIMES, Iran's 
lead ing  English -language  
newspaper called Govlnda’s 
Restaurant a “unique restau- 
rant...with an extra goodness 
provided by spiritual devo
tion.” Below, devotees till the 
soil at the five-acre farm out
side the city, which provides 
fruits and vegetables for the 
re s ta u ra n t and pratadam  
carts.

“So our friend did a lot of heavy preaching 
to this head, who finally replied, ‘Where 
were you four or five years ago? I was in the 
Shah’s jail and 1 have authority to speak.’

“  ‘ I was also in jail,’ our friend returned, 
‘and you know who was protecting me? The 
only shelter I had when 1 came out was these 
people’s home. My own parents wouldn’t 
let me in, but these people took me in and 
protected me. And they have nothing to do 
with politics, because they are 100 percent 
on the path of God.’

“ I was amazed how much he loved us, how 
much he knew about us and Krishna Con
sciousness. He was preaching like no one 
else could have ever preached—no devotee 
had ever preached like that before.

“ It was the holiday season; only a few days 
before I had to leave for Los Angeles, so we 
had to go and get officials out of their 
homes. Our friend woke people up, got 
them out of bed, out of their vacations, and 
into their offices to change things around. 
The day before I left, he had all the property 
officially returned. This was simply un
heard-of! ”

According to Atreya Rsi, the Iranian rev
olution was based on spiritual principles.

Altar Khomelnl/p 4
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...After Khomeini When we finally got to see him, the mullah 
started banging on the table. ‘Do you know 
who you are dealing with? Do you know that 
these people are devotees of God, the real, 

true devotees of God? How could you do this
to them?1

“ At the critical point,” Atreya Rsi, born 
Faramarz Attar, said, “ the establishment in
stituted curfews, and every block was thick 
with armed government police. You 
couldn't go outside, you couldn’t do any
thing. K homeini got everyone to go to their 
rooftops and chant the name of Allah. The 
whole city was shaking; it was the most 
powerful and potent thing imaginable, and 
anybody with any demoniac mentality, any 
desire for sense enjoyment or false proprie
torship went completely yellow as a result. 
The revolution kicked out gross Western 
materialism, but since the leaders aren’t con
nected to Lord Caitanya, it is not complete.”

Atreya Rsi noted that the people of Iran 
are advancing spiritually in the atmosphere 
of a return to their traditional religion.

“One has to understand that in Iran you 
can’t tell people to give up Mohammedism 
and become Hare Krishna devotees. They 
are Moslems, and we are making them better 
Moslems, like Srila Prabhupada said to do. 
In that sense we have literally thousands of 
devotees in Iran. Thousands.

“Thinking they are Moslem and we are 
Krishna conscious, and that these two views 
oppose one another is material, mundane 
thinking. Their Islam is a manifestation of 
their natural desire to become God con
scious. If you motivate and encourage their 
spiritual desire to become better Moslems, 
then they take you as their friends. This has 
been our policy.”

In order not to clash with Iranian social 
customs and religious sentiments, the devo
tees’ preaching has been suitably modified. 
The Islamic faith considers any attempt to 
portray God by an image blasphemy, so 
there is no Deity worship in Iran, except 
through a picture of the Panca-tattva.

“ Prabhupada told me," Atreya Rsi recal
led, “  ‘Our business is to preach the Holy 
Name and the laws of God, and establish an 
isavasya society. As far as Deities are con
cerned, that is your personal affair. If you 
and your family want to have the Deity, keep 
Them in the closet.’ "

One strong tenet of Islam, however, is the 
chanting of prayers to Allah on beads.

When hari-nama was going on publicly, 
Allah was chanted by the devotees along 
with Hare Krishna. But in the early days of 
Iranian preaching, Atreya Rsi was not sure 
how to accommodate the Moslem tradition. 
An intimate, amazing exchange with Srila 
Prabhupada cleared things up:

Atreya Rsi: Prabhupada, these people like 
to chant the name of Allah, but we like to 
chant Hare Krishna.
Srila Prabhupada: Why?
Atreya Rsi: Because this is the most potent 
way. .
Srila Prabhupada: That’s not what Lord 
Caitanya said. He said ‘God has many, 
many names.’
Atreya Rsi: But isn't this mantra more 
powerful?
Srila Prabhupada: Why are you forcing me 
to be sectarian?

The main preaching effort in Tehran is 
prasadam distribution from Govinda’s 
Restaurant, which seats about 40. Devotees 
also man prasadam carts in the streets.

“Thousands of people know Govinda's as 
a spiritual place,”  Atreya Rsi said, “a pure 
place run by the devotees o f Krishna. 
Throughout the revolution we had regular 
evening classes and chanting attended by 
very intellectual people. There was a curfew, 
and some would stay overnight. Sometimes 
military men would come and interfere. We 
would preach to them, ‘You sit down too 
and listen—it will be good for you.’ ”

The restaurant’s main fare is rice, dhal. 
chapaiis, a Vedic subji, lubia (a staple bean 
dish), salad, one or two kinds of sweets, a 
native unsweetened lassi, and herbal teas, all 
at nominal cost, to the relief of everyone 
scraping for a living in Iran’s wartime, trade- 
blockaded economy.

“The music is Krishna conscious, and 
BBT books, both in Farsi and English, are 
prominently displayed and sold there,”  
Atreya Rsi said. “The pictures are all of 
Krishna’s pastimes and Srila Prabhupada. 
Devotees there wear tilaka."

And there is no lack of emphasis on book

distribution, despite the obvious difficul
ties of presenting Krishna in a land caught 
up in Islamic fervor unprecedented in mod
ern times.

Sri Isopanisad, Raja Vidya: The King o f  
Knowledge. Beyond Birth and Death, and 
Bhakti, a collection of articles by Srila 
Prabhupada's disciples, have been trans
lated from English into Farsi and printed 
under the BBT logo by Sivananda Sena 
prabhu, an Iranian educated in the West, 
who is a disciple of Srila Bhaktipada. He 
is presently translating Bhagavad-gita and 
xeroxes of the completed chapters are being 
distributed.

Bharga prabhu, Tehran temple president 
and sankirtana leader, openly distributes 
books in the streets with several bhaktas he 
is training. They appear as typical Iranians 
and travel from town to town. One evening 
a week, a crew of devotees visits an Iranian 
home to prepare prasadam and preach.

There is also a regular program for pre
senting Krishna Consciousness in mosques 
and universities in northern and southern 
Iran under the auspices of “ Friends of Vedic 
Culture.”

The Iranian devotees also have a small 
farm an hour outside of Tehran, with two 
cows, a fruit orchard, including peach, 
apple, apricot, cherry, pear, and plum trees, 
grapes, and all kinds of vegetables. The 
farm work is demanding, but under the 
expert leadership of Mukunda, yields about 
$20,000 worth o f produce at wholesale 
prices every year, Atreya Rsi said.

Some very pure preaching about the 
farm appeared recently in the TEHRAN 
T IM E S , Iran’s only English-language 
newspaper:

"Before," says Bharga, the devotee who 
is responsible fo r financial and managerial 
matters, "the farm was run by an owner 
who was boss o f  a team o f  workers. It was 
run on material terms, the products being 
marketed fo r profit to the owner. Now the 
workers are the owners...or. should we say, 
it is God who is the owner, and all which is 
produced is fo r  His sake—and hence fo r  the 
community o f  all who have faith in Him."

The Mohammedan journalist who wrote 
the story continued:

This is the very principle o f  the O M M A T, 
the charismatic community o f  Islam, as it 
was in the days o f  the prophet and as it has 
existed as a cherished ideal down through 
the ages in Islam up to the time o f  the present 
Revolution, forming the material basis o f  
the spiritual ideal.

The tenacity and success of the Krishna 
Consciousness movement in Iran is one 
small indication of the inevitability of the 
complete inundation of this universe by 
Lord Caitanya's movement. It is also a 
tribute to Atreya Rsi prabhu and the fearless 
devotees he has established in that danger
ous corner of the world.

“Our experience has been," Atreya Rsi 
said, “ to understand the urgency of san
kirtana and how vital Srila Prabhupada’s 
instructions are. The relationship I have 
developed with these devotees over the 
years—presently I feel that my spiritual 
life depends on my ability to serve and guide 
them, because that’s when I know that I am 
pleasing my spiritual master. And soon I 
will be going back.”

Atreya Rsi: A top Iranian executive 
who doubled as Govinda’s waiter

In  the sum m er o f  1978, S r ila  
Ramesvara Swami visited Tehran, 
and later, in Denver, made the follow
ing comments on what have become 
the historic origins o f  preaching there.

A trey a  R si, Bhaktarupa, and 
Dayananda work in the business. Of 
course, 20 other people in the business 
have all become devotees and Nava- 
yauvana who's helping at the restaurant, 
and Parivrajakacarya Maharaja. That’s 
it.

Atreya Rsi graduated with top honors 
from Harvard Business School. He's no 
small timer. He worked for the Arthur 
Young company, one of the Big Eight fi
nancial consultant and accounting firms 
in the world. It has branches in every 
country, and in the Tehran office Atreya 
was the senior partner. If some company 
wants to do business in Tehran, say build 
a steel mill, a highway system, office 
buildings, whatever, they're bidding for 
the contract, so they need a company like 
Atreya's to help them set up their book
keeping. help them get incorporated and 
get them permits to do their business, and 
secure inside contracts. ^

I After two or three years of working 
I with Arthur Young. Atreya left the firm 

and started his own company. Attar and 
Associates. Naturally, all the clients 
of Arthur Young went with him. In this

I way, Atreya has a very successful busi
ness in Iran which brings him in contact 
with the top intelligent class and top

businessman class. He’s constantly meeting 
international representatives of companies 
that want to invest in Iran, and within Iran 
he's constantly meeting bankers and many 
other power brokers in the country.

And everyone knows Attar. They don’t 
exactly say Hare Krishna, but everyone 
knows that Atreya is the founder of the 
Friends of Vedic Culture. People have to 
come to him to be able to do business in 
Iran, and as soon as they become his clients, 
he starts telling them about Krishna. When 
he tells them about Krishna, because they 
have so much respect for him as a business
man, they take it very seriously.

Atreya’s had a very important realization 
that is not much understood in ISKCON. 
People think. “Yes, householders should 
go out and make money and give all the 
money.” They don’t realize that it’s not 
just by giving money that you help the 
preaching work—it’s in the way you do 
your business. It doesn’t matter what the 
business is; the way that you conduct it 
becomes an example for people all over 
the world how to- be Krishna conscious 
while doing business.

It’s important that people respect your 
business, that you are successful, and that 
you follow very strictly all the principles

for becoming Krishna conscious in this 
varna.

Everyone who does business with 
Atreya Rsi pays him huge fees and they 
know he’s not keeping any of it for him
self.

They’re really very impressed with this 
idea. His clients are very much aware 
that Attar is a Krishna conscious busi
ness, and they are attracted.

They are being taught devotion just 
by the way Atreya does business. He 
works hard and he is so expert because 
his mind and senses are so controlled. 
They know he gives them better service 
than anyone else can. And he’s not tak
ing anything for himself. They are 
amazed at how this man is so enlivened 
to do business because he’s not keeping 
the results for himself.

And the most wonderful thing of all 
is that when Atreya and Dayananda 
and Bhaktarupa are finished working— 
they are so enlivened to work, they go 
to work by 8 a.m. and don’t finish until
7 p.m.—when they’re through at the 
office, they rush to the restaurant.

They run to the restaurant and they 
are the waiters and maitre d’s from 7 to
11 at night. Atreya Rsi is one of the 
most powerful businessmen in Iran and 
his friends come to see him and he is the 
waiter. From 7 to 11. Atreya does this 
every night, except Friday, the Moslem 
holiday. You can just see his preaching 
spirit: such a big man materially, taking 
such a humble position as a devotee.
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DARWIN: Facing extinction?
Ch Srila Prabhupada said, “A long time ago, a rascal named 
Darwin spoiled the whole human civilization." Can you 
elaborate?
A: Darwin provided a great excuse for lust and greed for 
the whole human society. In Darwinian evolution there is 
no soul—just mechanisms refining themselves—and there 
is no virtue to the human form of life, other than it is 
supreme according to “ natural selection" or “ the survival 
o f the fittest."

This is the basis of the moral and spiritual decay of 
Western civilization over the last century. Darwinian 
evolution justifies lording it over nature and lording over 
other people. From society down to the individual, it has 
taken the responsibility out of human life. Further, it’s 
a fundamental mistake misdirecting the whole course of 
scientific inquiry.
Q: One of the Bhaktivedanta Institute’s main goals is to 
defeat the Darwinian theory?
A: Yes, but let’s distinguish—theory means based on evi
dence. Hypothesis is a better word for Darwin’s idea—it 
means supposition or unsupported theory, tentatively 
accepted for want of something better.

The fossil record supposed to support Darwin’s hypoth
esis is grossly inadequate. It should show one form of life 
gradually changing into another. In other words, some 
aquatics were supposed to have adapted to the land, with 
a corresponding change in bodily structure: gills becoming 
lungs, etc. Reptiles were supposed to have branched off 
into birds; finally, the human is supposed to have emerged 
from the monkey.

You have heard of the 
missing link? They are find
ing bones here and there and 
speculating about interme
diate primitive humans. But 
they cannot produce one 
satisfying example of one 
species becoming another.
You can’t make theories out 
of skulls and bones lying in a 
jungle somewhere.

Even among the scholars who accept Darwinian evolu
tion, quite a few feel that the fossil records are inadequate. 
But still they accept because there is no better explanation. 
Q: You have a better explanation?
A: Yes. Our model, based on Bhagavad-gita. is that life 
comes from life. Our model says everything is coming from 
an original conscious source. This is our hypothesis: the 
original source has knowledge and is able to design and 
arrange things. Otherwise, how can you explain the perfect 
order of the universe?
Q: So how do you differ from the creationists? When they 
make their Biblical presentation on the origin of life, the 
scientists just laugh and leave the room.
A: The creationists indict the fossil record, which many 
scientists admit is a mess, and some of them even bring forth 
arguments about the complexity of the universe being be
yond chance, but when they are asked to demonstrate that 
life comes from a conscious source, they quote the Bible, 
saying that God did it in seven days. The scientists cannot 
accept this. So first of all. we are not so interested in getting 
them to accept that God exists, just that the original source 
has intelligence and is superior to us.

All scientists agree there is some source everything is 
coming from, but in conventional science it is usually called 
“ chance.” They are saying life came from chance combi

nation of material elements, and these elements came either 
from a Big Bang or nothing.

Each of these proposed sources is unbelievable, and a lot 
of scientists are seeing that they don’t correspond with the 
observed phenomena in their research—especially in the 
field of subatomic physics. This nonalternative of chance 
and nothingness has been a great problem to the great think
ers. They have always turned to metaphysical arguments 
in favor of God.

In the last five years we are seeing a great change among 
some leading members of the scientific community. Many 
are starting to think along our lines, but they have not come 
forward. If we propose our superior hypothesis to the scien
tific communities, colleges and universities all over the 
world, and simultaneously attach the present bogus phi
losophy, the real scientists will come to our side.
Q: How is your presentation more believable than the 
Christians’?
A: In Bhagavad-gita you will find, mainly in the second 
chapter, information about the fundamental principles of 
life, how it manifests, how it interacts with inert matter, and 
the results of that interaction, there is all kinds of informa
tion about the nature of reality, the soul, and consciousness.

Unlike the Christians, we are not try
ing to defend a religion, but we are 
trying to bring this source o f 
knowledge to the attention of the 
modern scientific community.
We want to show the purely 
scientific per-

-\
His Holiness Bhaktisvarupa Damodara 

Swami, author of The Scientific Basis ot 
Krishna Consciousness, holds a PhD in 
physical organic chemistry from the Unk 
versity of California He is a member of 
the American Association for the Ad
vancement of Science, and coauthor of 
What is Matter and What is Lite?

son that by studying these literatures we can get insight o.i 
issues which are impenetrable by present scientific processes.

Vedic cosmology, for instance, gives a long, detailed 
account of creation, the planetary systems, and the universe, 
and if it is presented properly, I’m sure the scientific com
munity will give it serious thought.

We are now working on a book that will summarize the 
Vedic understanding of the origin of matter and life. We 
have published some preliminary material. What is Matter 
and What is Life?, which demonstrates that there is a fun
damental difference between inert matter and the living 
entities.

Another profound source is Chapter 26 o f Srimad- 
Bhagavatam, "Fundamental Principles of Material Nature.” 
in which Lord Kapila speaks his sankhya philosophy, which 
concludes that the living entity is not part and parcel of the 
material world, but of the supreme spirit whole. Lord 
Kapila’s instructions lead to detachment from matter and 
immersion in spiritual consciousness.
Q: You really think the scientists will enthusiastically 
embrace this?
A: Yes. Krishna conscious philosophy opens a whole 
realm of new research. In the last five or six years, a number 
of scientists have become interested in consciousness. There 
have been conferences discussing whether consciousness is 
a material phenomena—arising from the chemical intri-

// we propose our superior 
hypothesis to the scientific 
communities, colleges and 

universities all over the world, 
and simultaneously attack the 
present bogus philosophy, the 

real scientists will come 
to our side. ’

cacies of the nervous system or something totally beyond 
the material realm. Many of the great thinkers of our time 
have taken interest in this question.

One new field rapidly gaining acceptance is parapsychol
ogy. or the study of psychic, mystic phenomena. There are 
scientists studying people who have experiences with their 
subtle bodies, and people who have near-death experiences. 
They are ready to hear what we have to say about reincarna
tion. We’ve been to several parapsychology conferences and 
the scientists are very receptive. We have distributed one 
monograph, Fundamental Principles o f  Reincarnation. 
which has been very well received.
Q: Some people may charge that you're thinly disguised 
religionists, and not real scientists.
A: We are scientists. We are committed to scientific studies, 
but if the foundation is wrong, then all the theories based on 
that foundation are also wrong.

As Srila Prabhupada writes in his commentary on Sri 
Isopanisad, “One should become a scientist or philosopher 
and conduct research into spiritual knowledge, recognizing 
that spiritual knowledge is permanent whereas material 
knowledge ends with the death of the body.”

We must inquire about the goal of life: what is the nature 
of life? What is the purpose of life? Let everyone develop 
some idea, and then begin inquiring all the research can 
be molded in the direction of self-realization.

In conventional science, you as a person don’t have any 
goal. You are just a bag of molecules, and this bag of mol
ecules stays for some time, and then it will be finished, and 
when you are finished, you are finished. There is nothing 
more.

On the other hand, if you are told that you are actually 
a person, not just a bunch of molecules, a person who wants 
to be always joyful and happy, and that you have an eternal 
life, and to be eternally happy is your constitutional position 
and original identity then we can use science to expand this 
understanding.

The Bhaktivedanta Institute wants to propagate the idea 
that life is consciousness. The individual lives are small 
fractions of the supremely conscious life, which is actually 
a person. We are small living entities having the qualities of 
the original source. We are conscious beings; similarly, the 
original source is conscious. Our aim is to be always happy, 
so the purpose of life and science should be to understand 
how to be free from the difficulties and entanglements of 
material life, and ultimately have some relation with the 
supremely conscious source.

Once that realization is properly established in science, 
among the great thinkers and the schools, then society will 
be on the road to eternal, joyful existence. This is our pri
mary goal.

Evolutlon/p 14

Nobel winner chants, bops Big Bang

Harvard professor George Wald may well be the only Nobel laureate on the 
planet chanting Hare Krishna. Wald, who won the Nobel prize in physiology 
and medicine, recently debunked the Big Bang theory of the origin of the 
universe, noting that, “ It’s good physics, not vague mysticism, to consider ‘conscious

ness’ the source of matter.”
The Nobel laureate, speaking at a Calcutta symposium at the Indian Statistical 

Institute, said that accepted “notions” of both the astrophysicists and the theoretical 
physicists depend on an unacceptable premise: matter arising from nothing.

Professor Wald is also a vegetarian and loves a good kirtana.
“ For me, science is a religious vocation. I’m trying to understand reality, the place 

of human life here in this universe,”  he told a BOMBAY STATESMAN reporter.
Originally a staunch materialist. Professor Wald changed his position as a result of 

his research on sight. “No amount of science can explain what it means to see,” he said 
“ The inadequate mechanistic explanation is that sight is the result of a complex syitem 
of reflexes involving numerous minute chemical reactions. Sight is an experience, a 
‘consciousness,’ undefined but very much present,”  he said.

Professor Wald met with Bhaktisvarupa Damodara Maharaja and Madhava 
prabhu in Rome at the First World Congress on Science and Religion in 1979. Georg« Wald: Consciousness as source ot matter IS "good physics.”
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Krishna’s Kingdom: 
Getting it right at last

T he voluminous front-page story 
on the Hare Krishna movement 
published February 15, 1981 by 

the LOS A N G E LE S  T IM E S  was an 
unparalleled journalistic victory for 
IS K C O N . For the first time, a major 
U. S. publication used prime space 
to elaborately and accurately report 
on the movement’s authentic Indian 
roots and spiritual philosophy.

Although the writers. Religion Editor 
Russell C hand ler, and investigative 
reporter Evan M axw ell cast several 
unw arranted aspersions in their in
accurately headlined piece “ Krishnas— 
a Kingdom in Disarray,”  movement 
leaders agree that the overwhelming 
tone o f  the a rtic le  is pos itive , thus 
reversing the T IM E S ’ long-standing 
n e ga t iv e  e d ito r ia l p ostu re  tow a rd  
ISK C O N .

C overing nearly three pages with 
more than 7,000 words and six large 
photographs, it is the longest and most 
comprehensive story on IS K C O N  ever 
printed.

W ith a print run o f 1,300,000 copies, 
the Sunday LO S A N G E L E S  T IM E S  is 
the largest circulation newspaper in the 
Western world. Distributed through
out Southern California and one o f a 
few American papers with both a na
tional and international readership, the 
L. A . T IM E S  is read by thousands o f 
leading public figures, including poli
ticians, en terta iners, businessmen, 
scientists, and scholars.

And in the weeks since its original 
pu b lica tion , shorter, lo ca lly  edited 
versions o f the story have been reprint
ed by dozens o f major newspapers, 
including the A T L A N T A  J O U R N A L , 
the D E N V E R  PO ST, N E W S D A Y  o f 
L o n g  Is la n d , and  th e  B O M B A Y  
S T A N D A R D .

Since “ Krishnas— a Kingdom in Dis
array” makes some negative points, it 
might be argued that the story is de
m eaning. But a p roper eva luation  
o f the article’ s effect on public opinion 
must consider how the typical non
d evo tee  reader perceives the tota l 
presentation.

A d v e r t is in g  ex p e r ts  have fou nd  
that newspaper readers look at photo
graphs first, then headlines, scanning 
for articles that interest them.

The on ly fron t-p age  picture that 
Sunday was a dazzling 6 ' x 8’  interior 
v iew  o f  S rila  P rabhu pada ’ s Palace. 
Caption: Hare Krishna devotee walks 
along corridor in g rou p ’s Prahhupada's 
Palace in West Virginia. Ornate hall
ways decorated with gilt, marble. An 
even larger picture o f the Palace appear
ed on page three. Caption: Rounding a 
bend in a dirt road, the traveler comes 
upon the Hare Krishna's ornate Indian 
palace crouched on a ridge in West Vir
ginia, its purp le flags fly ing. Other 
photos included an exterior palace shot, 
an ISK C O N  artist at work, a city chant
ing party, a happy devotee family, and 
portraits o f three IS K C O N  gurus: Srila 
Bhaktipada, Srila Hansadutta Swami, 
and Srila Ramesvara Swami.

The headlines throughout the story 
conveyed the image o f a major religion. 
The word kingdom appeared in all five

major headlines, and the word “ palace" 
appeared in three minor headlines.

Palaces, a kingdom, artists, happy 
families, handsome, charismatic lead
ers. This was the first and most power
ful im pression , and many read no 
further.

Th ose  who read on learned that 
Krishna Consciousness is a m ajor 
new religion in America with ancient 
roots in India, and that it was brought 
to the West by the selfless sacrifice 
o f Srila Prabhupada. ISK C O N  has 
developed into “ a remarkable earthly 
kingdom,”  and that “ by material mea
sures, at least,”  it is “ very successful.”  

On page one the authors introduce 
Professor A. L. Basham as a leading 
authority on Indian religion and quote 
him:

Here f o r  the firs t time since the 
days o f  the Rom an Empire, an 
Asian relig ion new to the West 
is being practiced  openly in the 
streets o f  the great cities o f  the 
W estern w orld  by p e o p le  o f  
Western race and Judeo-Christ- 
ian background.

The article further noted that:
• The Bhagavad-gita, the book o f 

truth for the Hare Krishna religion, is 
an ancient, bona fide scripture, with 
millions o f adherents worldwide.

•  A ll initiated devotees follow  the 
four regulative principles o f no meat- 
eating, no gambling, no intoxication, 
and no illicit sex.

•  The motto for our many country 
asram as  is “ p la in  l iv in g  and h igh  
thinking."

• The Hare Krishna movement com
pares fa vo ra b ly  w ith the Jehovah ’ s 
Witnesses and the Mormons as a minor
ity religion in the U. S.

• By chanting Hare Krishna (the 
mantra itself is presented and defined), 
one can attain spiritual bliss and go 
back to Godhead.

A  separate story’ on New Vrindaban 
and the Palace was almost reverential 
in its tone, and some parts read like an 
advertisement to come visit.

Buried in the middle o f the article 
are repetitions o f old “ scandals,” 'such 
as drugs in Orange County, Califor
nia, guns in Berkeley, and numerous 
sankirtana court cases. The writers, 
whipping up a little sensationalism, 
attempted to characterize the leaders 
o f the movement as involved in a power 
struggle for “ top guruship.”

A ccou n ts o f  the in ternal po litics 
o f  the w o r ld ’ s lead ing re lig ions are 
regularly reported by the T IM E S , as 
are so-called scandals. Attempts to 
discredit the movement in this fashion 
simply serve to lump us in with the 
major religions— quite a change from 
the early post-Jonestown days!

The conclusion o f the article, for 
the writers at least, is that the future o f 
the movement is unknown: “ Where it 
will lead only Krishna, or God, knows.”  
W e can only suggest that they continue 
ob serv in g  ob jec t iv e ly  the transcen
dental pastimes o f Lord Caitanya and 
Srila Prabhupada and be amazed.

This dazzling interior shot ot Prabhupada’s Palace ran on the front page ot a major, 
favorable L. A. TIMES article.

I liked it very much. I read the 
whole thing cover to cover.
—Srila Bhavananda dasa Goswami

I want to congratulate you on the 
ISKCON WORLD REVIEW—it’s very 
well done.
—Gopal Krsna Goswami

This is a perfect publication to give 
to all our members, parents of devo
tees in every temple, and to all people 
we are cultivating. I am recommend
ing everyone in my zone to send 
ISKCON WORLD REVIEW to their 
families.
—Srila Ramesvara Swami

I read the ISKCON WORLD REVIEW 
from cover to cover and couldn’t put it 
down. It is very valuable for our 
worldwide preaching.

It is a very much needed item. 
—Prabhupada kripa Goswami

This is the best thing ISKCON has 
ever done—something all of us could 
have used years ago. It’s a first-class 
job with very professional layout, and 
I'm really grateful for all the work 
you’ve done.
—Balavanta dasa

I’m sure that this new publication, 
the ISKCON WORLD REVIEW, will 
be of the greatest value in forging the 
worldwide network of pure devotees 
that have been empowered by Srila 
Prabhupada and our predecessor 
acaryas. I sincerely offer the staff 
of the ISKCON WORLD REVIEW my ■ 
obeisances and heartfelt thanks 
Issue No. 1 was a fabulous first effort. 
—Srila Jayatlrtha dasa Goswami

I really enjoyed your newspaper, 
and I think it’s long overdue. It’s 
going to enliven sankirtana like any
thing; it enlivens everyone in the 
whole movement.
—Rupanuga dasa

I think each devotee should have 
their own copy because the REVIEW 
gives the realization that they are a 
member of a worldwide society having 
a significant effect on the World scene 
and world leaders.

Reading the REVIEW will make de
votees transcendentally proud to be 
members of ISKCON.
—Srila Tamala Krsna Goswami

Anything that enlightens me about 
the activities of ISKCON is like hear
ing of the spiritual world. You’ve done 
a nice job.
—Srila Bhaktipada

It's fantastic, there's no question 
about it. It's going to be big with 
congregational members and parents. 
—Adi Kesava Swami
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Kali-yuga: As 
religion wanes, 
humans become 
polished animals
‘Because there is no 
conception o f God, there 
is no understanding o f  
religion. And because 
religion is declining, 
human beings are becoming 
more and more like cats 
and dogs/

In this interview with India's Bhavans Journal, Srila 
Prahhupada's startling warning describes the rapid decline 
o f  civilization as humanity plunges headlong into the dark
ness o f  Kali-yuga.
Interviewer: Is the influence of religion on the wane? And 
if so, does this factor account for the increase in corruption 
and the widespread deterioration of moral values?
Srlla Prabhupada: Yes, religion is on the wane. This is pre
dicted in the Srimad-Bhagavatam (12.2.1):

talas canudmam dharmah salyam saucam ksama daya
kalena balina rajan nanksyaly ayur balam smrtih

“ In the Kali-yuga (the present age of quarrel and hypocrisy) 
the following things will diminish: religiosity, truthfulness, 
cleanliness, mercifulness, duration o f life, bodily strength, 
and memory.”

These are assets, which make the human being distinct 
from the animal. But these qualities are declining. And 
ultimately there will be no mercifulness, there will be no 
truthfulness, memory will be short, and the duration of life 
will be diminished. Similarly, religion will vanish. That 
means that gradually we will come to the platform of 
animals.
Interviewer. Religion will vanish? We’ ll become animals? 
Srila Prabhupada: When there is no religion, it ' ' simply 
animal life. Any common man knows that the dog does not 
understand religion. The dog is also a living being, but he 
is not interested in understand
ing Bhagavad-gita  or Srimad- 
Bhagavatam. That is the distinction 
between man and dog: the animal 
is not interested.

So when human beings become 
uninterested in religious things, then 
they are animals. And how can there 
be happiness or peace in animal 
society? People are acting like ani
mals, and they are making a United 
Nations. How is it possible? United 
animals, society for united animals?
These things are going on.
Interviewer Do you see any hope
ful signs?
Srlla Prabhupada: At least some 
people have detected that religion is 
declining. That is good. “ Declin
ing” means they are going to be animals. In logic it is said 
that man is a rational animal. When the rationality is mis
sing, then he is simply an animal, not a human being. In 
human society you become a Christian, Mohammedan, 
Hindu, or Buddhist; it doesn't matter. But there must be 
some system of religion. Human society without religion 
is animal society. This is a plain fact. Why are people so 
unhappy now? Because there is no religion. They are ne
glecting religion.

One gentleman has written me that Tolstoy once said, 
“ Unless dynamite is put underneath the church, there cannot 
be any peace.”  Even now the Russian government is very 
strictly against God consciousness, because they think that 
religion has spoiled the whole social atmosphere, 
interviewer It seems there could be some truth in that. 
Srlla Prabhupada: The religious system might have been 
misused, but that does not mean that religion should be
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avoided. Real religion should be taken. Even though reli
gion has not been properly executed by the so-called priests, 
religion should not be rejected. If my eye is giving me some 
trouble on account of a cataract, it does not mean that the 
eye should be plucked out. The cataract should be removed, 
that is Krishna Consciousness.
Interviewer. I think history shows that many people have 
misused religion. Isn’t that a fact?
Srila Prabhupada: People have no conception of God. and 
they are preaching religion. What is religion? Religion 
means dharmam tu saksad bhagavat-pranitam: “The path 
of religion is directly enunciated by the Supreme Lord." 
God’s order. They have no conception of God—they do not 
know what God is—and they are professing some religion. 
How long can it go on artificially? It must deteriorate.

Now the people have no idea of God, so how will they 
know what is the order of God? Religion means the order 
of God. For example, law means the order of the state. If 
there is no state, then where is the order? We have a clear 
conception of God—Krishna. He is giving His order, and 
we accept it. lt is clear religion. If there is no God, no con
ception of God, no order of God, then where is religion? 
Similarly, if there is no government, then where is the law?

Interviewer There wouldn't be any law. It would be an 
outlaw society.
Srlla Prabhupada: Outlaw—everyone is an outlaw, manu
facturing his own concocted system of religion. Just ask 
anyone in any religious system what is their conception 
of God. Can anybody tell clearly? Nobody can tell. But 
we shall immediately say:

venum kvaniam aravinda-dalavataksam 
barhavatam samasitambuda-sundarangam 

kandarpa-kolt-kamaniya-visesa-sobham 
govindam adi-purusam lam aham bhajami

“ I worship Govinda, the primeval Lord, who is adept in 
playing on His flute, whose blooming eyes are like lotus 
petals, whose head is bedecked with a peacock's feather, 
whose figure of beauty is tinged with the hue of blue clouds, 
and whose unique loveliness charms millions of cupids”
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( Brahma-samhita 5.30). Immediately, we can give a descrip
tion of God.

If there is no idea of God, then what kind of religion is 
that?
Interviewer: I don’t know.
Srila Prabhupada: It is bogus. They have no conception of 
God, and therefore there is no understanding of religion. 
That is the decline, and because religion is declining, the 
human beings are becoming more and more like animals.

“ Animal” means one has no memory. A dog comes when 
there are some eatables; I say “ Hut!” and he goes away. But 
again he comes—he has no memory. So when our memory 
o f God is reducing, that means that our human qualities are 
reducing. In the Kali-yuga these human qualities will be 
reduced. That means that people are becoming like cats and 
dogs.
Interviewer Here’s another question: “ The traditional 
charge against Vedic culture is that it is fatalistic, that it 
makes people slaves to the belief in predestination, and that 
it therefore inhibits progress. How far is this charge true?". 
Srila Prabhupada: What is that progress? Is a dog’s 
jumping progress? A dog is running here and there on four 
legs, and you are running here and there on the four wheels 
o f the automobile. Is that progress? That is not the Vedic 
system. According to the Vedic system, the human being has 
a certain amount of energy,a nd since the human being has 
more developed consciousness than the animals, the energy 
of the human being is more valuable than the energy of the 
animals.
Interviewer Probably no one would dispute that the 
human being has more freedom or, I suppose, responsibility 
than the animals.
Srlla Prabhupada: So human energy should be utilized for 
spiritual advancement, not that the energy should be em
ployed to compete with the dog. The saintly person is not 
busy like the dog. Today people think that “dog-ness” is 
life, but actual life is spiritual progress. Therefore, the Vedic 
literature says:

lasyaiva heloh prayateta kovido
na labhyate vad bhramaiam upary adhah 

lal labhyate duhkhavad anyatah sukham 
kalena sarvatra gabhira-ramhasa

“ Persons who are actually intelligent and philosophically 
inclined should endeavor only for that purposeful end which 
is not obtainable even by wandering from the topmost planet 
( Brahmaloka) down to the lowest planet (Patala). As far as 
happiness derived from sense enjoyment is concerned, it can 
be obtained automatically in the course of time, just as in the 
course of time we obtain miseries even though we do not 
desire them” (Srimad-Bhagavatam 1.5.18).
Interviewer: Could you explain that a little further?
Srila Prabhupada: The human being should exert his 
energy for that thing which he did not get in many, many 
lives. In many, many lives the soul has been in the form of 
dogs, demigods, cats, birds, insects, and many others. There 
are 8,400,000 different types of bodies and the soul is con-
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*A dog is running here and there 
on four legs, and you are running 
here and there on the four wheels 

of the automobile. Is that 
progress? Human energy should 

be used for spiritual 
advancement, not to compete 

with the dog. *
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C ait any a lila  captures skeptical skipper; lil
All misgivings vanish 
as our benefactor 
gets an inside look 
at Hare Krishna

In Pari One o f  this two-part story. Narahari dasa introduced 
us to the donor o f  Sri Jaladuta II. a 40-foot teak wood ketch 
worth $250.1100. now revolutionizing Hawaiian preaching. Part 
One com Imled u ilh the benefactor-to-be cracking a joke about 
\arahari returning lo Honolulu to find his organization over
run by the Hare Krishnas. \arahari wasn't laughing.

By Narahart dasa
Hawaiian Correspondent

If he found out I was a Hare Krishna, there was a good 
chance everything would be finished. He liked me very 
much at this point, but kept saying that he didn’t fully 
understand the group I represented. Everything was not 100 

oercent; he still needed some official documents in order to 
transfer the title of the boat into ISKCON’s name.

I thought all was lost when he wanted to verify that ISKCON

was actually a tax-exempt organization, even though I had 
shown him a copy of our tax-exemption certificate. I had to call 
his accountant, who had a book of all the tax-exempt groups. 
He looked up ISKCON of Hawaii and it wasn’t there.

There was no way around it: I had to tell him our name over 
the phone, with the man who was going to donate the boat 
standing right there. Practically shaking with anxiety, I told the 
accountant, “ Look under International Society for Krishna 
Consciousness.”

He said, “Oh yes, it’s here,” and somehow by yogamaya it 
slipped by our benefactor. He didn’t bat an eye.

In the past few days he had heard a lot of philosophy and 
begun to understand that I was a spiritually minded person. He 
knew that ISKCON was a religious group in part dedicat
ed to helping people with drug problems, enabling them to 
experience higher pleasure from serving others, serving God. I 
kept moving in this direction and he liked it.

He wanted to know more about our philosophy, and kept 
asking me, “ Why don’t you send me some of your books. I’d 
really like to read and find ou< more.”

But 1 was careful not to let him know that I was actually a 
devotee, even though he was pious and beginning to open up. I 
couldn’t let stand in the way of his devotional service the fact 
that he was prejudiced against the movement by the combina
tion of his limited experience and unfair media reports.

I wore my wig from early morning to late at night. When I 
went to sleep I hid my wig and wore a pullover cap in case he 
came in to check on me. In the morning, to chant my rounds I’d 
close the door to my room, put my hand in my bead bag and 
silently yell into my mind. He knew about the Hare Krishnas 
and their chanting.

I figured that the most important thing was for him to like 
me. Once he told me about the raccoons on the island and his 
neighbor who fed them dog food. I said, “Oh, would you take 
me to see them?” just as if I were his son. And he loved it, just 
as if he were my father and we were going to the zoo.

That night, he and his wife and 1 packed up some blueberry 
pie she had made and drove to the neighbor's. After we ate I 
photographed the raccoons, asking my hosts all kinds of ques
tions about them. I was developing this relationship with him, 
because he had told me that as'a father he had made a lot of 
mistakes with his children.

He had agreed to donate the boat, but it needed several thou
sand dollars worth of work to make it seaworthy. It had been 
in storage for seven years and didn't have a mast. We would 
have to go to Canada for the mast; actually take the boat there 
and spend one day getting it installed. We decided to put off 
the trip for two weeks so I could return to Hawaii and attend 
to business matters.

Just before I left, he learned that in Eugene, Oregon, his 
mother was ill. His accountant was also in Oregon, and all the 
legalities of transferring ownership would go on there. Since he 
was going to visit his mother, he decided to transfer the title at 
the same time, rather than a month later, as he had planned. We

‘You're a Hare Krishna, aren't 
you V * Well, more or less, ' I said, 
and he reached over and grabbed 
my knee and stared at me, as if to 

say, *A 11 right, out with it. '
4A dually, a lot more than less, *

I said. Then he smiled. *In fact, 
there isn't any less,' I said.

left together the next day, I for Honolulu and he for Oregon. 
Again I felt that Krishna was arranging everything.

After a short visit home, I returned for what I thought would 
be a week of work on the boat, but it turned into three.

I had my clean wig. my karmi clothes, and a hand truck piled 
high with toolboxes, electric saws, drills, etc. When it came 
time to make my connecting flight by small plane, I didn't know 
what the attendants would do. It was late at night and it took 
an hour for baggage to assemble everything. I wheeled it all 
over to the back-country airline, where I was only charged 510 
for excess weight.

The next morning when it was brought to the plane, the pilot, 
w ho was also the baggage loader, had a fit. He had been count
ing on four or five suitcases at the most. On a small plane, the 
mountain o f tools posed a critical problem, but somehow or 
other he started loading it in, putting the power tools on peo
ple's laps. It was truly amazing. These things don’t normally 
happen. Soon we were sailing through the sky.

Within 15 minutes of arriving at the secluded cove, our donor 
showed up in a little aluminum boat. We embraced and made

‘You've got to get some 
a lot of sea experience < 
let you go. If I let yc 

without an experiei 
something happens to 
just as if I took you o 

you in the head 
I don't know why but 

fond of y
That was my first 
In fact, there isn’t

five or six trips to load everything. I thought the boat was going 
to sink, there was so much. It was an hour’s ride back to his 
house. A fierce, cold wind blew the whole time. I tried desper
ately to keep my wig on straight.

Finally, we got back to his home, where a big vegetarian meal 
was waiting. We ate and then sat down to discuss our plans for 
the coming days. We decided to drive to Seattle for a two-day 
shopping trip—all the parts and new rigging the boat needed- 
then take the boat to Canada for its new mast.

In two days, an appraiser was coming to the island to verify 
the value of the boat for tax deduction. We had a lot of work 
to do to get the boat prepared for the trip north. That morning 
we drove to Seattle. Somehow our conversation always seemed 
to get back to God and 
religion. As much as 
I tried to avoid it, he 
wouldn’t let me, and 
the top ic  o f  Krishna 
came up again.

He looked  over at 
me and said in a neutral 
sort of way, “ You’re a 
Hare Krishna, aren’ t 
youT’

“ Well, more or less.”
I said, and he reached 
over and grabbed my 
knee and stared at me, 
as if to say, "A ll right,
out with it.” __________

“ Actually, a lot more 
than less,” I said, and then he smiled, 
indication that things weren’t so bad. 
any less,” I said.

He shook his head and said, “ I know.”
“ You know? You knew all along?”
“ 1 didn’t know, but we suspected.” His wife 

was young, and although he was in his mid-50’s, 
they were both “ hip.” “ But that’s all right. 1 
know I came on strong in the beginning, but 
Howard, you’ve always been honest with us.”

“Sometimes 1 had to be a little bit evasive 
said.

“ I know, but you never lied, and I’ve learned a 
lot. I think there’s more I could 
learn from you, and this isn’t in any 
way going to affect our transac
tion. I think you’re good people. I 
may not understand so much 
about what you’re doing, but I 
know you and I’ve come to like 
you. 1 can see that you’re doing 
a good thing.”

There was a gap of several mo
ments while I was just reveling in 
the mercy of Lord Caitanya. Then 
I said, “Since we’re laying our 
cards on the table. I’ve got another 
surprise for you—I’ve been wear
ing a wig.”

He just looked over, laughed, 
and said, “ Yes, I thought so.”

“That joke of yours about the Hare 
Krishnas taking over our place in 
Hawaii—did you know, did you 
suspect? Why did you say that?”

He remembered and started laugh
ing again, “ I honestly didn’t know at that 
point. I guess 1 just have a strange sense 
of humor. I didn’t really know you were a Hare 
Krishna. 1 just thought it was funny.”

“ I didn't know if it was funny or not,”  I said.
“ I didn’t know whether to laugh or cry.”

“ Well,” he said, “ I just wanted to bring everything out in the 
open now, because I know you’ll feel more comfortable.” 

“This is great,” J said. “ 1 can’t believe this has happened. You 
asked me sometime ago to send you some of our literature, but I 
couldn’t send anything, because everything we print has Hare 
Krishna all over it.”

He just laughed it off and said he understood. He had figured 
it must have been something like that because I had been so 
efficient in all my other dealings with him. He accepted every
thing; everything was OK. He had become purified by Lord 
Caitanya, entangled in His lila. Originally, he had said horrible 
things about us, that we were extortionists and liars, but some
how or other Lord Caitanya had engaged him in His service.

I had been wearing my wig and thought it better to keep it on 
while on the island because a Hare Krishna guest might cause 
complications for my host. But he told me that when we were 
out in the boat I didn’t need it.

In Seattle he wanted to spend about $3,000 of the $10,000 he
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to get the papers before I go, so that 
I can take care of the insurance?” 

“No," he said, "you’ve got to get 
some people who have a lot of sea 
experience in order for me to let you 
go. That's your real insurance. If I 
let you take this boat without an ex- 
perienced crew and something 
happens to you, as “far as I’m con
cerned, it would be just as if I took 
you out there and shot you in the 
head with a gun. I don’t know why, 
but I’ve become very fond of you.” 

He was acting just like a father. 
He had spoken to me harshly on 
occasion, when he wanted to give 
fatherly instruction, but now he 
wanted to apologize. “ I know some
times I’ve been a little cross with you 
and I’ve yelled at you, but this is the 
only way I could properly teach you 
about this boat and make you quali
fied to own it.”

Editors Note: After a short stay in 
Hawaii, Narahari returned with a 
four-man crew, including an experi
enced sailor, to pick up the boat. 
During the trip down the California 
coast, they preparedfor the crossing 
to Hawaii, which took 21 days. 
When Sri Jaladuta I !  arrived in 
Honolulu, reporters from  local 
newspapers and TV stations were 
waiting among the devotees, tipped 
to the event by a temple press re
lease. "Those Hare Krishna people 
are in deep water." wrote a Honolu
lu STAR  BU LLE T IN  reporter. 
" —at the Ala Wai Boat Harbor.”

In the months since its acqui
sition. Sri Jaladuta II  has been com
pletely refurbished, is now used fo r  
cultivation o f  guests and prospec
tive members and devotees, and 
recently transported Sri Sri Gaura- 
Nitai from  Honolulu to the new 

farm on Hawaii Island.
In the future the boat will regu

larly service seven cities among the 
four major Hawaiian Islands with 
/'estival programs,.under the direc
tion o f  Rupa Manohara prabhu.

■; liberates ketch

> get some people who have 
perience in order for me to 
ff  I let you take this boat 
\ experienced crew and 
ppens to you...it would be 
ok you out there and shot 
'he head with a gun. 
why but I've become very 
fond of you.'

as going had promised for repairs. While we were there, I planned to 
ck to his avoid the temple, because I thought he was just a little bit too 
1 desper- tender yet, and I didn't know what his reaction would be.

Deities are sometimes hard for a person to accept without any 
ianmeal advance preparation; a lot of people immediately think that 
plans for we are idol worshipers. But he wanted to see the temple, 
two-day When he arrived, he said, “Now you are sure I won’t make 
teeded— anyone uncomfortable?" I could see that he was actually 

interested.
to verify I still had my wig on, but all of a sudden when devotees 
of work started running up and offering their obeisances, it was just 
morning the most natural thing for me to take it off. It must have been a 
s seemed strange sight for my guest, all these shaven-headed people

bowing down.
We went into the tem

ple room, which is small 
and clean, with a beauti
ful ceramic floor. It was 
almost noon, and I had 
never seen their Radha- 
Krishna Deities before, 
so I said, “ If you’d like to 
see the altar, we can stay 
lot another lOminuicsur 
so " 1 told him about 
Srila Prabhupada and 
his vyasasana. Our do
nor haJ a neutral look on 
his face, and I just preach
ed in a very mellow way, 
until the bells started 

ringing and the curtains opened. 
Here were the most beautiful Radha-Krishna Deities; 
just incredible. He was awestruck.
He asked me what the pujari was doing and I explained 

the arati, and that God has senses. He’s not 
impersonal.

Just then Lord Caitanya arranged a very nice 
grhasta to appear and invite us to takeprasadam in 

his apartment. I asked my guest, “ Would 
you like something to eat, a little bit of 

transcendental food?”
“ Well, if it’s no problem,” he said.
1 he devotee had a typically nice 

apartment with beautiful 
pictures of Krishna, and 
good incense burning.
After our introductions, 
it turned out that his 
wife’s father is a pilot for 
the airline serving our 
donor's island, and they 
had a lively talk as we ate 
b ig p la tes o f m aha- 
prasadam. Afterwards 
our benefactor had fun 
playing with their babies.
He got an understanding 
o f Krishna conscious 
family life, and clearly 
saw that we are not just 
a bunch of weirdos.

Our shopping in Seat
tle was successful. From 
that point it was a couple 
of weeks of hard and 
steady work from morn
ing until night to prepare 
for the trip to Hawaii.

When the boat was just 
about ready, I asked him,
“ Do you think I’ll be able

The crew prepares Sri Jaladutta II for docking 
during a recent Island excursion, left. Captain 
and Honolulu Temple President Narahari rigs 
the sails, center, and chats with a friend of the 
temple while plying calm waters of Kaiwi 
Channel near Honolulu. Narahari uses a 
sextant to plot the boat's course by the move
ments of the sun, during the boat's 21-day 
voyage from the California coast to Hawaii.
Since Its acquisition six months ago, Sri Jala
dutta II has been completely refurbished.
Devotees prepare delicious vegetarian feasts 
in the vessel's kitchen, and a life-sized murtt 
of Srila Prabhupada graces the boat's cabin, 
now transform ed Into a temple room for 
chanting and discussions on the science 
of Krishna Consciousness. (BTG Photos/ 
Visakha-devi dasl)
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Time quotes Palace statistics

T hroughout the United States, Canada, India, Aus
tralia, Great Britain, and Africa, ISKCO N Report is 
making an impact on the media.

Thanks to the Report, radio and television shows, news
papers, and magazines that reach millions of people all 
over the world are publishing news of the Hare Krishna 
movement’s wide-ranging preaching activities.

One of the Report's most far-reaching effects appeared 
in the September 15, 1980 issue of Time, the world's largest 
news magazine. Reporting on Srila Prabhupada's Palace, 
Time said tljat the palace “consumed 63 tons of imported 
marble, ten tons o f wrought iron, three tons of carved teak- 
wood from India...42 crystal chandeliers...enough stained 
glass for 80 windows.” Yes, Time magazine was quoting 
statistics verbatim from ISKCO N Report Vol. 2, No. 4!

ISK C O N  Report, a monthly newsletter tailor-made for 
the media, was originally conceived by the ISKCON Inter
national Office of Public Affairs in Los Angeles. The idea 
was to gradually inundate newspapers, magazines, radio 
and television stations with positive, factual news about 
the Hare Krishna movement. The Report would generate 
news stories and end up in the files of many media repre
sentatives for permanent future reference.

ISKCO N Report was designed to catch the media's eye. 
Written and designed by former newspaper reporter and 
editor Maharudra prabhu, ISKCO N Report integrates 
first-class news photos, excellent graphic design, and high 
quality writing. Each Report is a single sheet (8V$ x 11 inches 
printed on both sides) and can be easily read in about five 
minutes. From the very beginning, the media read it ...and 
printed its news'.

Soon after the ISKCON Report appeared, the BALTI
MORE SUN carried a story headlined, “ Hare Krishna 
Ford.” The article began, “ According to ISKCO N Report, 
newsletter of the Hare Krishna movement, Albert Ford, 
great-grandson of the auto pioneer Henry Ford, expressed 
his preference for ‘traditional Asian arts,’ when opening a 
gallery in Detroit recently for the display o f Vedic exhibits."

One week after ISKCON Report ran a feature story on 
Hare Krishna devotee and top European 
fashion model Satarupa-devi dasi. Reli
gious News Service, the largest religious 
news service in the United States, released 
a story to subscribing newspapers, quoting 
extensively from ISKCON Report.

In January 1980, the LOS ANGELES 
TIM ES phoned the Office of Public A f
fairs about the picture in ISKCON Report 
of the Pope holding the Gita, and they 
printed it. The caption read, “Gift—Hare 
Krishna devotee Ramsahai Purohit gives 
Pope Paul II copy o f Hindu work, the 
Bhagavad-gita, during audience.”

Other comments from U. S. news media:
“ I look at the reports with the idea of 

doing a story. I think it serves a good 
purpoie: addressing the issues of the Hare 
Krishna movement "  — A. Schweitzer,
Religion Editor. ST LOUIS GLOBE 
DEMOCRAT 

“ I am vaving them, and I am using them 
all the time as background information on 
stories, for understanding reasons why the 
movement does things and what the goals 
are. It is very helpful and very good. I 
think you are doing a fine job by hitting a 
little bit about everything—scriptures, 
belief, facts and features. Very good."
— Helen Parmely, Religion Editor, D AL
LAS MORNING NEWS 

“ It’s really informative. It’s really very 
good for us to get something like this regu
larly. I read them all. because it helps me 
understand your movement." — John 
Dart, Religion Editor, LOS ANGELES 
TIMES

“ It’s very well done. The graphics are 
good , and I find it useful fo r  our 
company.”  —Jay M ervin, D irector,
Religious News Service, New York 

Since November 1980, ISKCON Report 
has been published in Sydney, Australia.
There, hundreds of newspapers and maga
zines receive a new issue each month. “Our 
first ISK C O N  Report," says Cittahari 
dasa, ISKCON Public Affairs Director 
for Australia, “generated a lot of press—

This Is a great story, Jim. 
fashion model? '

Where'd you hear about this Krishna

three full-page articles in the Saturday and Sunday editions 
of the biggest papers of Brisbane, Sydney, and Melbourne, 
plus numerous small articles and several radio interviews.” 

On March 8, 1981, the NATIO NAL TIMES, one of 
Australia’s prominent dailies, quoted word-for-word from 
Australia's first ISKCON Report:

"We teach them love and respect fo r nature, their 
parents and superiors and ultimately fo r Krishna— 
God. That is real education," says principal Pariksit 
dasa. “ We train the children to be clean, compas
sionate, truthful and unmotivated in their love fo r  
God. It’s a natural life and they're happy fo r  it."

The TIMES also ran a 3 ' x 4" photo (a very charming shot 
of the Gurukula children) taken from ISKCON Report.

This year in London, Tommy Vance, 
voted Britain’s number-two disc jockey, 
launched his January 12th show with an 
announcement about ISKCON’s newest 
publication:

The International Society fo r  
Krishna Consciousness has just 
released the first edition o f  an 
international newsletter which 
has the title ISKCON Report.
In this first issue you can read 
about a Vogue model who be
came a Krishna devotee.

The United Kingdom’s first ISKCON  
Report prompted Vance to broadcast a 
half-hour interview with Bhumadeva dasa, 
president of Bhaktivedanta Manor. The 
Report had reached hundreds of print and 
broadcast media people throughout Britain 
only one week before.

One of Nigeria’s leading magazines, the 
Beacon, devoted an entire page to headlines, 
photographs, and captions copied from 
U. S. ISKCON Report Vol. 2, No. 3. The 
pictures: British Prime Minister Thatcher 
embracing Krishna (portrayed by six-year- 
old Yamuna dasi) and eight-year-old 
Bhaktimata dasi garlanding Queen Eliza

beth at the Great Children’s Party in Hyde Park, London. 
“God Saves the Queen...and the Prime Minister," read the 
large headlines.

ISKCON Report is proving itself as one of the most effec
tive means of reaching out to millions of conditioned souls ' 
via the media.

The Report's pictures and graphic design are first-rate. 
Enticing headlines as well as interesting and informative 
stories complete the package. Its unique nameplate and 
royal-blue logo identify it as a newsletter speaking for a 
large, reputable organization. And it is brief.

The Hare Krishna movement's official newsletter to the 
media is gaining acceptance, improving in quality, and 
expanding its worldwide distribution.

irs World ConferenceTapes
“One of Üte most practical, progressive, and 
productive meetings I ’ve ever experienced.’

■ *  '''• ' « • *  I 1 i ’ ’ V :
* —Srila Tirthapada
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Novel N.Y. member plan 
signs 600 in 15 months
NEW YORK—New York’s honor membership pro

gram dramatically illustrates how a temple can 
substantially increase its congregation without 
detracting from any ongoing programs.

In the past IS months. New York has signed up600honor 
members, pledging a $333 fee. The monthly income from 
this program averages $2,000. And only one devotee, the 
honor member bookkeeper and newsletter editor, had to 
change his schedule to make the program work.

Kapindra prabhu, one of the program’s founders, said 
that even first-time visitors to the temple are eligible to 
become honor members. “ Krishna is sending people to the 
temple; it is not by some accident. He wants us to engage 
them in this honor membership program so they’ll advance 
in Krishna Consciousness,” he said.

Honor membership engages persons who are not full-time 
devotees, but are more interested in the philosophy than 
casual temple visitors. Honor members give regular mone
tary donations, agree to chant at least one round a day, and 
many regularly volunteer for service in the temple, including 
sewing, typing, and cleaning.

They receive Back to Godhead every month and gradually 
receive a 15-volume library of Srila Prabhupada's books. 
Several New York honor members have become full-time 
devotees, and others have gone on to become life members.

Kapindra is quick to point out that maintaining an honor 
membership program is not easy. Every devotee must con
sider making new members his personal duty. Morning 
announcements are made regularly to inspire all the devo
tees with the program’s progress. Devotees directly in
volved in the program have a planning meeting at least 
once a week.

“ If the devotees involved in the program are philosophi

cally in tune,” Kapindra said, “ then every day they can make 
members. But if they forget the philosophy of Krishna con
sciousness—since I have become fortunate, it’s my duty to 
make others fortunate—the program will quickly fall apart. 
We understand that everyone wants and needs Krishna Con
sciousness. If they don’t get it from us, it’s our own fault."

Warm, friendly, clean, and spiritually minded devotees 
are the essence of a successful local honor membership 
program, just as they are the backbone of book distribution.

In New York, honor member making usually begins in 
the temple’s store. Although a store and restaurant are 
desirable facilities, they are not essential.

Maintaining a store and restaurant has other advantages 
for temples making honor members. New York reports a 
sales increase of 30% as a result o f their program.

Getting someone to make an initial commitment for 
honor membership is not difficult. Even people who don’t 
know what you mean by sense gratification can understand 
that much of their income is spent whimsically and does not 
produce lasting satisfaction.

Presenting a list of honor membership benefits which 
in New York includes an immediate store discount and, 
upon full payment, lodging privileges, is even more con
vincing. According to their means, honor members are 
asked to give a certain amount every month.

New members fill out questionnaires providing informa
tion about their level of advancement in spiritual life and 
situation in the material world. These provide program 
coordinators with a file on each member and are useful 
particularly in determining what type of service that member 
may want to perform.

After signing up, members receive Back to Godhead, japa 
beads, a bead bag, and instructions on how to chant. “ If

you tried to sell them a set of beads they would probably 
never buy them, but because they have become members, 
they feel they are part of something, and chanting comes 
very naturally,” Kapindra said.

Members receive monthly newsletters with personalized 
instructions on spiritual life, news of upcoming spiritual 
events, and explanations of the sastra and spiritual practices 
especially tailored for honor members. “ I tell everyone," 
Kapindra remarked, “ ‘You’ll receive spiritual instructions 
every month. You get Time magazine, the D AILY NEWS, 
you hear the radio, but you’re not getting true spiritual 
instruction or association, which is essential for self- 
realization.’ "

The program offers its members numerous inducements 
to come to the temple and associate with devotees. A private 
Sunday feast with the devotees and invitations to join in the 
devotional activities and expanded worship programs on 
special feast days add to their sense of involvement.

A special evening program is open to honor members 
and favorable visitors, who are asked to help defray the 
$4-per-person cost by donating $2.

Twenty-five members or interested guests are invited 
and generally 20 come. The intimate program features 
hhajanas. lectures, a discussion period, and a five-course 
feast. The special evening program also provides an oppor
tunity to sign up first-time guests as members.

Honor members have access to the honor member room, 
which is nicely decorated with framed pictures, plants, 
carpet, and comfortable furniture. It is equipped with a 
complete library of Srila Prabhupada's books, a stereo and 
Krishna conscious tapes, and video equipment. It is not only 
a great place for honor members to drop by and associate, 
but an ideal setting for cultivation of prospective members.

A viable example of how to build a non-Indian congre
gation interested in helping maintain a temple. New York’s 
honor membership program has been adopted and adapted 
with success by other major temples.

Everyone has heard about the recent Gallup poll indicat
ing that more than 500,000 American youths consider them
selves followers of the Hare Krishna religion. The honor 
membership program is drawing them and their elders out 
of hiding.

N AVARATN A Jewelry and Gems
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Navaratna planetary jewelry is custom- 
made to your particular needs, tailored to 
your personality.

We are also investment gem specialists, 
offering the foremost hedge against in
flation. Because of all commodities, gems 
are the most desirable and rare; they have 
had a steadily increasing international 
market value over the centuries. Gems 
are the best investment in the universe.

NMNUXK4
Now available at:

354A North Coast Hwy 
Laguna Beach, CA
92651
Tel. (714) 494-4606

JEWELERS AND GEMOLOGISTS
Richard S. Brown, Jr.— Director and Graduate Gemologist

Direct Mine Representatives:

Sn Lanka ° Burma J Thailand ° India ° Diamond High Council—Antwerp, Belgium
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By Bhusaya data

EAST LANSING, M ICH.— If Mur- 
der in Texas, Laverne and Shirley. 
Let's Make a Deal, and Newlywed 
Game don’t turn you on, you can now tune 

in to two half-hour shows about Krishna 
Consciousness twice a week—if you live in 
East Lansing.

Through Public Access, we now have the 
potential of reaching 10,000 cable-TV sub
scribers right after the M cN eil-Lehrer 
R eport, a popular evening news show 
broadcast nationwide.

The idea for our cable-TV program devel
oped from a desire to get Srila Tirthapada 
a larger audience when he came to visit.

A friend of the temple, Bruce Collopy, 
told us about Public Access, the facility 
that the Federal Communications Commis
sion (FCC) requires cable-TV companies 
to provide citizens for producing and broad
casting their own shows.

There arc now more than 4,000 cable-TV 
systems in the U. S., serving 10,000 com
munities and 15 million subscribers. More 
than 2,800 of these systems have their own 
studios, with all the equipment necessary 
to produce your own shows. If a cable-TV 
company doesn’t have a studio, at least it 
has the equipment needed to bring program
ming produced by ISKCO N Television 
(IT V ) into the homes of their subscribers.

Before Srila Tirthapada’s arrival, we 
spent one day at National Cable Company’s 
studio learning the ropes. Jusya prabhu, 
the director o f our show The Vedic Version, 
quickly mastered the control room. Bruce 
was in charge o f the sound, and two college 
students who come to our temple became 
cameramen.

Another practice session and we were 
ready for Srila Tirthapada. When he came 
we recorded three half-hour shows in one 
evening—Vedic government, modern edu
cation. and abortion.

The Public Access director was so im
pressed with our seriousness and devotion 
that she offered us a weekly time slot. We 
had no idea that a weekly show was possible, 
but because we made a little endeavor, 
Krishna made all the arrangements. We 
were amazed at how easy it was. and with 
lTV ’s backup, there was no doubt that our

Cable: Beaming the word 
to 10,000 U.S. communities

Bhusaya, left, and Bruce Collopy: Broadcasting The Vedic Version.

team could produce a weekly show.
Just about all of ITV’s productions are 

adaptable to cable TV, but especially im
pressive to Public Access directors are 
Vrindahan, Land o f  Krishna, Spark o f  Life, 
Prahhupada's Palace, and the new film by 
Yadubara prabhu. The W orld o f  Hare 
Krishna. In East Lansing, we add our own 
studio-produced introductions to these 
documentaries.

Since the three episodes of The Vedic 
Version featuring Srila Tirthapada, we 
have produced a half-hour interview with 
Detroit Temple President Navina-krsna 
prabhu, an Indian who received two differ
ent master’s degrees in the U. S. before 
joining the Hare Krishna movement.

Another show featured Lekasravanti dasi, 
the daughter of Walter Reuther, late leader

of the United Auto Workers labor union. 
We’ve also presented the Detroit bhajana 
band on two separate occasions, accompa
nying a Gujarati devotee dancer.

After our first show, the National Cable 
Company (NCC) received a letter of appre
ciation from a life member, which we hadn't 
solicited. This was very effective preaching 
to the Public Access director, who said, 
“ Wow! You guys are great, you already 
have one letter of appreciation.” That letter 
is-still on the bulletin board at the studio.

And NCC itself has written a letter of

recommendation which has been instru
mental in getting weekly ISKCON pro
gramming on other Michigan stations. The 
letter concludes, “ ...the International So
ciety for Krishna Consciousness has put 
together an informative as well as enter
taining series that is a good community 
service to Lansing-area residents."

Having Krishna Consciousness on TV is 
oasis in a desert of materialism. Among 
the other Public Access broadcasts in East 
Lansing, our spiritual programs stand out 
among skits by college students, mundane 
political diatribes, and gay talk shows.

The cable station managers have told us 
that of the six hours of Public Access broad
casting twice weekly, our half-hour show 
is by far the best. We’ve met some of the 
people who’ve received their first inside look 
at the Hare Krishna movement from our 
programs, and they have been impressed. 
One occasional visitor to our temple tuned 
in- to one of Srila Tirthapada’s interviews 
and was attracted by his great depth of 
knowledge to associate with us much more.

At a Sunday feast we may have 20 or 30 
guests at our small temple, but the audience 
for The Vedic Version numbers in the hun
dreds or thousands. We haven’t conducted 
an actual survey, but NCC told us that the 
smallest audience for any of the Public 
Access shows it has tested was 400; that was 
for a Mormon program. The controversial 
nature of the Hare Krishna movement and 
philosophy, plus our advertising—posters 
in public places and inexpensive ads in 
local papers— guarantees a sizable and 
interested viewership.

A lot of people who would feel uncom
fortable coming to the temple are perfectly 
at ease with Krishna Consciousness in the 
security o f their homes.

One young man who now associates reg
ularly with the devotees, said that prior to 
viewing The Vedic Version, he felt uneasy 
about visiting us because he thought he

C a b le p  13

Detroit As It Is show airs 
10 weekly programs

D ETRO IT—Simply by phoning Michigan cable-TV companies and offering to 
provide entertaining, educational videotapes prepared by ISKCON Television(ITV), 
devotees here have secured lOweekly half-hour shows throughout the state, with more 
than 500,000 potential viewers.

“These developments are the result o f a little desire on our part, and the impressive 
quality o f the ITV material," said Srinivasa prabhu, who along with Premarnava 
prabhu got the program started.

Three shows are seen in Detroit, and residents of suburban communities view 
several more. The ISKCON cable-TV revoliftion has even spread to other Michigan 
cities such as Flint and Ann Arbor.

The Detroit program developed as part of a wider public affairs preaching effort, 
including TV and radio talk shows and cultivation of news media contacts.

While the devotees were traveling around the state arranging talk shows, they con
tacted cable-TV companies and arranged viewings of tapes such as Spark o f  Life. 
Vrindavana. Land o f  Krishna, and excerpts from The Vedic Version, a weekly cable 
show by Bhusaya dasa of East Lansing.

While The Vedic Version is produced by East Lansing devotees in the studio, in
volving a considerable commitment of time and energy, the Detroit-based As It Is 
Show mainly uses ITV material. The Detroit method of breaking into cable-TV is 
thus well-suited to temples wishing to increase their preaching without much extra 
endeavor.

Detroit’s major expense has been the broadcast-type Vt’  videocassettes supplied by 
ITV. About $35 each, the weekly tapes are cycled between the different cable com
panies via United Parcel Service or the mail.

Ten weeks of programming have thus cost $350, plus shipping, phone calls, and 
travel to introduce the ITV material to interested stations.

Besides the tapes, ITV is willing to supply temples tailormade “ leaders” and 
“ trailers,” short segments inserted at the beginning and end of the tapes that tell 
viewers where to call, write, or visit for further information.

With a supply of basic programming on hand, you may later feel confident enough 
to learn how to produce your own shows. Srinivasa and Premarnava are planning 
several productions with Srila Tirthapada. Most cable-TV companies with their own 
studios charge only nominal fees and deposits to let people use their equipment. 
Training is often free o f charge.

When the media asks for the 
facts about the Hare Krishna 
movement, what do you do? 
UMK-1, of course!

UMK-1: The Universal Media Kit
HERE'S WHA T YOU GET—
*S ix first-class, black-and-white glossy photographs showing IS K C O N  
activities around the world, including captions. A ll photos are suitable f o r  
newspapers, magazines, and television.

* Eleven pages o f  perfect, media-ready copy. Use as is f o r  all English-lan
guage media; easily adaptable to any other language.

* Headings include: mm m  mm mm mm ^m h

• Philosophy and Practices
• Lifestyle and Dress
• History/Statistics

(includes worldwide figures)
• Farm Communities
•  Festivals
•  Food  and Restaurants 
•Church Government
• Publications

* Three pages o f  comprehensive 
instructions and ideas fo r  using 
U M K-1.

Price: U. S. $5.00 
postpaid per kit 

(photos only—$3.00)
Within V. S .: »end cash, check, or money order. _
O u lsU t V. S.: tend bank draft or international |  
money order for U. S. currency drawn on a bank 
with an L. A. branch or representative, or 
non-ll. S. currency, indudlni SI currency ex- I  
chant c fee per kH. ■ '-ounlry.

ISKCON Office o f Public Affairs 
3764 Watseka Avenue 
Los Angeles, CA 90034
USA

Please send_____
postpaid per kit.

Please send.

-UM K-l(s)at U .S .$5

$3 postpaid per set.
.photo set(s) at U. S.

Total amount o f order: U. S. $________
Foreign currency add U. S. $1 exchange 
fee.

Name.

Address.

City.

■t-
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...Animals
tinuously transmigrating through the 
different species. And in every case the 
business is the same—sense gratification. 
Interviewer: Which means?
Srlla Prabhupada: For example, the dog 
is busy for sense gratification: Where is 
food, where is shelter, where is a female, 
where is defense? The man is also doing the 
same business, in different ways. This busi
ness is going on life after life.
Interviewer: I'm beginning to see.
Srlla Prabhupada: Yes, so these things 
should be stopped. Therefore, the great 
devotee Prahlada Maharaja makes this 
statement:

sukham  aindriyakam  J a m a  
deha-yogena dehinam

sarvatra labhyate daivad  
vatha duhkham  ayatnatah

“ My dear friends born of demoniac families, 
the happiness perceived with reference to 
the sense objects by contact with the body 
can be obtained in any form of life, accord
ing to one’s past fruitive activités. Such 
happiness is automatically obtained without 
endeavor, just as we obtain distress”  
(Srimad-Bhagavatam 7.6.3).

There is no difference between the dog’s 
sex pleasure and mine. A dog is not afraid 
of having sex on the street before everyone, 
and we hide it. That’s all. People are think
ing that to have sex pleasure in a nice apart
ment is advanced. However, that is not 
advanced. And they are making a dog’s 
race for this so-called advancement. People 
do not know that according to whatever 
kind of body one has acquired, the pleasure 
is already stored up.
Interviewer What do you mean, “ the 
pleasure is already stored up"?
Srlla Prabhupada: That is called destiny. 
A pig has a certain type of body, and his 
eatable is the stool. You cannot change 
it. The pig will not like to eat halavah 
(a sweetmeat made of wheat toasted in 
butter). It is not possible. Because he has 
a particular type of body, he must eat stool. 
Can any scientist improve the standard of 
living of the pig?
Interviewer I doubt it.
Srlla Prabhupada: Therefore, Prahlada 
Maharaja says that it is already stored up. 
The pleasure is basically the same, but a 
little different according to the body.

Now people are thinking that civilization 
means constructing skyscraper buildings. 
But Vedic civilization says no, that is not 
advancement. The real advancement of 
human life is self-realization, how much 
you have realized your self. Not that you 
have constructed skyscraper buildings.

Because people have no conception of 
God, there is no religion, simply a dog’s 
race. The dog is running on four legs, and 
you are running on four wheels—that’s all. 
And you think that the four-wheel race is 
advancement of civilization.

 ̂ . . ...H 
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WANTED
ISKCON W O R L D  RE
VIEW needs a make-up 
person. Full-time service 
with the International 
Office of Puhlic Affairs. 
Must have some layout 
and graphics experience. 
Reply to Uddhava dasa, 
IWR Managing Editor, 
3764 Watseka Ave., Eos 
Angeles, CA 90034, U.S.

One man’s ‘terrible journey’ 
ends with Prabhupada’s books

On Thanksgiving Eve, 1980. a 23- vear-old 
African student was hrutallv killed by mem
bers o f  a teenage gang while working as an 
unarmed security guard in a Venice. Cali
fornia store. Several days later, his father 
from  Owerri, Nigeria, met a devotee at Los 
Angeles International Airport.

W hen I showed him a book and 
asked for a donation, he refused, 
saying, “ No, I have enough trou
bles of my own."

I asked him what was wrong and he told 
me that he had come from Nigeria to claim 
the body of his murdered son. H is eyes were 
red from crying. I said I was sorry, and then 
I preached to him about how the soul can 
never be destroyed.

He listened, and I told him about karma; 
that it is a person’s destiny to die at a certain 
time and place, according to past activities. 
I also told him that it was his destiny to 
suffer in this relationship, and that he should

...Cable
would be subjected to a barrage of prosely- 
tization. Our cable TV programs show that 
Krishna consciousness is not a fanatical 
cult, but an ancient, scientific spiritual 
process.

Viewers are associating with the devotees 
by watching The Vedic Version. They can 
make their own judgements about the move
ment, free from the bias the media usually 
injects into their portrayals. It’s when peo
ple don’t have a chance to come face to face 
with a devotee that they think Hare Krishna

see it as the Lord’s mercy, to free him from 
attachment to this miserable material world.

Suddenly he said, “ What is that book? 
Show it to me again!" It was Life Comes 
From Life. He wanted it and more, so I ran 
to the locker and got him Bhagavad-gita 
and Srimad-Bhagavatam, Sixth Canto, 
Part One.

He said he wanted a whole set of books, 
but he could only give $100 then. I said I 
would send more books. When 1 told him 
about chanting, he said he wanted japa 
beads. When I told him about temple wor
ship, he said he wanted a kirtana tape.

After I sent him a package he wrote back. 
He said that when he was leaving Los An
geles he had been in great despair. He 
couldn't see the reason for his son’s death 
and his own terrible journey to the U. S., 
but now he felt that the whole purpose had 
been to receive Srila Prabhupada's books.

He was a very pious an actually, and 
he wrote, “ When the servant is ready, the

devotees are strange. And because Amer
icans put so much faith and invest so much 
time in television, because we are appearing 
on te le v is io n , p eop le  accept us as 
authorized.

Also, our regular visitors from the Indian 
community really feel indebted to us. We 
are giving them tours of New Vrindaban 
and Mayapur, and explaining Bhagavad- 
gita. They consider it our service to them 
and they are very appreciative. Some fam
ilies have become cable TV subscribers just 
because we are on!

All these points make getting onto cable 
TV one of the best investments you can 
make.

Lord will reveal to him whatever he is sup
posed to kn^w."

• • *

At the Port of Los Angeles, I met a 
Korean captain named Dhong Su, and 
when I showed him Bhagavad-gita he was 
excited because he had owned one before, 
but had left it behind in Korea

He came to the temple and took pra- 
sadam. saw FATE museum and got a set of 
iapa beads.

Six months later I was at the docks again 
when his ship returned. He showed me 
how he had underlined all the passages 
of Bhagavad-gita that were important to 
him and written in the margins.

He was chanting one round of japa daily. 
“ I chant Hare Krishna and I study, but 1 
don’t believe. I can’t believe; 1 only study 
and laugh," he said.

He asked for more prasadam. and he 
bought a w hole set o f the Srim ad- 
Bhagavatam. He said, “The stories of India 
are so fantastic. I want to go there." He 
inquired more and more about spiritual life 
and how he could engage in Krishna 
Consciousness.

E d ito r’s Note: These sankirtana stories 
were submitted by senior book distributor 
Labangalatika-devi dasi. This column, 
featuring nectarean stories about preaching 
Krishna Consciousness, will run monthly. 
Please submit vour most ecstatic sankirtana 
stories so that we may share them with and 
enliven all Vaisnavas on the planet.

Ecstatic Full-Color Photo Booklets
Now Available

—Neo-Vedic Architecture

-FATE (First American 
Transcendental Exhibition)

These three 5Vi" x 8V2” booklet? 
comprise one of the most impressive 
presen tations o f IS K C O N ’s Ved ic 
revival.

The FATE brochure, primarily pho
tos.of FATE museum pieces, contains 
praise from  actress Julie Christie, 
musicians George Harrison and Ravi 
Shankar, Time magazine, film pro
ducer Robert Wise, and others.
* N e o -V e d ic  A rc h ite c tu re  shows 
IS K C O N ’s most g lo riou s tem ples 
as well as simhasanas, restaurant in
teriors, and the proposed Mayapur 
Temple of Understanding.

— The A. C. Bhaktivedanta Trust 
Collection (BBT Art)

The A. C. Bhaktivedanta Trust Col
lection, opulently printed on silvered 
paper, presents famous BBT paintings 
and artist's.

Prices:
Within U. S.: $3 postpaid per set. Send 
cash, check, or money order.
Outside U. S.: U. S. $5 postpaid per set. 
Send bank draft or international mon
ey order for U. S. currency drawn on 
a bank with an L. A. branch or repre
sentative, or non-U. S. currency, in
cluding $1 currency exc hange fee per 
set

("TsKCON Office of Public Affairs 
3764 Watseka Avenue 

I Los Angeles, CA 90034 
I USA

Please send. 

Name:

.set(s) of brochures.

State:

Country:

y#  Agi nti SV 'rar. vtv tut « m wv . w , •--------------- -— —
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...Evolution
Q: How can you hope to reverse the scientists' present 
understanding of things? Both they and society are so 
steeped in materialism.
A:  Actually, many scientists now are dissatisfied. In mod
ern science the desire is to investigate, to unfold all the 
mysteries of life and the world that we experience.

For example, in cellular microbiology you have the 
electron microscope. In Pasteur’s time, just over 100 years 
ago, a very simple optical microscope was used to study cells 
and bacteria. Now with the advancement of scientific 
knowledge and technology, there is equipment that can 
magnify many thousands of times, but still we have very 
little understanding. When we now see molecules through 
the electron microscope, the unfathomable mystery is still 
there and we are just beginners.

The same thing with radio telescopes. They vastly im

prove our range of observing the universe, but the under
standing we get from these instruments is still so limited.

It’s an unending struggle. This is the material principle: 
there will be no satisfaction. And we will never get what 
we expected.

It used to be thought that if the DNA molecule could be 
understood and duplicated in the laboratory, in the test 
tube, we would l>e able to create life. That was my first con
viction as a young scientist. Now we can make this DNA in 
the laboratory. All the chemicals involved that some 
thought could never be synthesized—now we can do it, but 
when we put them together, life is not there.

In the beginning you are satisfied that it will be possible 
and it makes you very, very happy, but then it is not happen
ing and you become dissatisfied. That is what we experience 
in all materia) encounters.

Scientists have put themselves in a struggle for power 
and control over the material nature. Many scientists are 
illusioned, but some see the results aren’t coming, and they 
become dissatisfied with the materialistic methods and goals 
of science. >

As I mentioned, there are prominent scientists who favor

Delhi hotel pipes in pure devotee
By Nandlnl-d«vl da«!

On an overnight stop in New Delhi, our party decided 
to stay at the Kabhir Hotel near the train station, since the 
management had a reputation for being honest and friendly 
to devotees and offered clean rooms.

I set the alarm for the usual time so I could maintain my 
regular schedule. 1 spent the brahma-muhurta hours the 
next morning walking the hallways, balcony, and roof of 
the building chanting japa. (The roof was especially aus
picious because someone was maintaining a tulasi plant 
there.) Most of the bellhops were asleep, but when I chanced 
to find one of them awake, I asked when I could get some 
fruit and cheese brought to my room. He said not until
8 a.m.

Back in our room I observed mangala-arati by playing 
a tape o f Srila Prabhupada chanting the gurv-astaka 
prayers. I was surprised when, at 7 a.m., the same bellboy 
came to our door to inquire about the music he had heard.

I took the opportunity to preach about chanting. I told

him why we chant, taught him the mantra, and advised 
him that he wasn’t his body and that it was his dharma to 
worship Krishna. He agreed and asked if he could borrow 
the tape. I figured that, although I might not ever see it 
again, how could I refuse? He seemed so sincere.

A few minutes later he came back and turned on our 
room speaker. There was Srila Prabhupada chanting in 
full ecstasy on piped-in sound, in every room of the hotel! 
Immediately I knew that I had to talk the management into 
purchasing some tapes so they would have Srila Prabhupada 
with them all the time.

Later that day, by Krishna’s mercy, I met the manager 
and convinced him to buy two of my tapes and deduct the 
price from our bill.

The manager then came to our room to ask questions 
about Srila Prabhupada, the Hare Krishna movement, and 
the philosophy of bhakti-yoga. Everyone was satisfied 
by these exchanges and as we checked out, paid our bill 
and hailed a taxi, Srila Prabhupada was chanting loudly 
over the Kabhir’s PA system, for the benefit o f all future 
guests.

a non-material explanation for the origin of life, and there 
are others who actually feel strongly that this Darwinian 
philosophy is at the root of materialistic life, and that once 
it is eliminated, we will be able to have a proper civilization. 
They are seeing how animalistic society has become. When 
th^y see their own children indulging in subhuman activities, 
they become concerned.

So if we can discredit Darwin and this idea that life comes 
from matter, and put forth a superior philosophy, there 
will be a great swing towards our position.
Q: What are you doing to bring about this shift?
A: We have been attending different international scientific 
conferences, such as the annual Congress on Science and 
Religion and dozens of others in different fields, and also 
speaking to groups whenever possible. We have established 
contact with over 100 scientists who are willing to work 
with us toward this goal.

Just now we are waiting to hear from the American 
Association for the Advancement of Science, one of the 
largest groups, about a topic proposal we have made for 
their January 1982 convention in Washington, D. C, Every 
year they have many different topics. We have suggested 
a critical discussion of evolution, and we expect that they 
will accept our proposal.

When our budget allows, hopefully in 1982, we are going 
to have our own international convention specifically on 
Darwinian evolution, probably in Bombay.

We will invite the strongest advocates of the Darwinian 
hypothesis, and we will prove them wrong by two completely 
different approaches—biological and mathematical. Bio
logically we analyze the claims of evolutionists and present 
solid evidence to the contrary on many levels, and mathe
matically we show that according to information theory 
the chemical basis of life cannot arise out of chance combi- 
nation. It’s going to be a major confrontation.__________

CLASSIFIEDS
Grhasta couple to help ISKCON pyra
mid house preaching project, Topanga, 
California, 20 miles from L.A. Separate 
house, country setting. Rent $395. 
Apply Callon Drive, Topanga. CA 
90290
Work with India's top singers, dancers, 
musicians. Positions available for gen. 
administrator, administrative assistant 
with Bhakti Kala Ksetra, ISKCON 
Bombay's Society for the Performing 
Arts. Jagat Purusa dasa, Bhakti Kala 
Ksetra. Hare Krishna Land. Juhu. 
Bombay, 400054 India.

Video career. Join ISKCON’s most 
exciting project, I T V —the ISKCON 
Television Network. Technicians, 
writers, producers, editors, and pro
duction assistants needed. (TV, 8500 
Higuera St., Culver City. CA 90230. 
Bhaktivedanta Archives. Immediate 
position, female devotee, full-time in 
photo lab. No experience necessary. 
Rajendranatha dasa. Bhaktivedanta 
Archives. 9711 Venice Blvd.. Los 
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...Desire Tree grows In Japan
The premier issue of Desire Tree begins with a letter from the publishers recommending 

the Vedic culture as a source of timeless wisdom that can instill peace and happiness in the 
Japanese nation, thus fulfilling everyone’s inner desire.

The lead story, “The Land of Temples,”  informs readers about their Buddhist heritage and 
how Buddhism grew out of the Vedic culture of India.

Next appears “ Reincarnation and Beyond,”  the 1976 interview between Srila Prabhupada 
and Mike Robinson of the London Broadcasting Company, retitled “ Reincarnation and 
the Science of Bhakti.”

The magazine concludes with Srila Prabhupada’s famous essay, “On Chanting the Hare 
Krishna Mantra,” and Srila Hansadutta Swami’s old Back to Godhead article on chanting 
japa, making a string of beads, and the absolute nature of the Holy Name.

Desire Tree is not distributed in busy public places, the usual ISKCON preaching environ
ments. The only type of solicitation allowed in Japan is door-to-door, according to the 
ancient Buddhist tradition of takuhatsu. itself descended from the Vedic ritual performed 
by brahmanas.

Naganatana and Sri Caranam, another Japanese devotee initiated by Srila Prabhupada, 
engage in this form of sankirtana about half the days of each month. In the morning they 
travel by high-speed train to semi-rural areas an hour outside Tokyo, since many fraud
ulent professional beggars have ruined the city as a receptive area for takuhatsu.

They carry official letters authorizing their practice of this traditional rite, which they 
present at each home. Practically everyone in these areas is happy to give 100 or 200 yen, 
fifty cents to one dollar, which the devotees gratefully accept. And when the householders 
receive such attractive literature as Desire Tree or the small newspaper TOZAITENBO 
(EAST-WEST OUTLOOK), they feel obliged further, to which the devotees respond, 
“ Now please, just come to our center,” run, of course, by Krishna ishikikokusaikyokai— 
ISKCON!

The devotee may point out the attractive back cover of 
Desire Tree with its message: “This is your invitation to Dal Nippon, printer of 
Indian culture. You can learn the science of yoga and the original hardbound 
meditation and experience mystical effects o f mantras, all Krana set ,  r e c e n t l y  
of which will give your hearts peace and satisfaction.” printed 100,000 coplea

A parting gift to the householder is a copy of recipes J a p a n ’a c o l o r f u l
for yogurt mashed potatoes and sandesa. It advises the I S K C O N  m a g a z i n e ,  
reader of the virtues of vegetarianism and includes a tele- Dea/re Tree. The mega
phone number they may call for further information. 2ln® • cover I* shown at

The temple at Mitaka-Shi is a rented three-story house right; an Inalde photo 
with a “ Radha-Krishna Temple” sign suspended over a appears below, 
white gate. Guests walk by a small pond and rock garden 
before entering the temple, where the ground floor func
tions as a guest room and kitchen. Upstairs are devotee 
residences, and on the top floor, a beautiful Gaura-Nitai- 
Jagannatha temple.

High-pressure Japanese life, which includes a six-day 
work week and commuter trains packed tighter than sar
dine cans, is relieved by the transcendental atmosphere 
of the Lord’s temple, as more and more visitors and mem
bers are finding out.

A membership program based on visits to homes and 
offices, as in India, is being designed. Unique attractions 
for the Japanese people include free English lessons, vege
tarian cooking classes, and a 12-week cassette tape course 
of 24 Japanese-language lectures on 24 different topics in 
Krishna Consciousness.

Besides their engagement in takuhatsu. cooking. Deity 
service, translation work, and home and school preaching 
engagements, the devotees are especially enthused to 
distribute Krishna Consciousness in a Tokyo park on 
Sunday, the Japanese holiday, when thousands of people 
come seeking relaxation and rejuvenation.

In a scene reminiscent of Srila Prabhupada’s Tompkins 
Square Park pastimes, the devotees and their many 
friends, including famous musicians, stage ecstatic chant
ing, equipped with a giant maha-mantra banner, harmo
nium, mrdanga, and an amplifier. This “Sunday Free 
Concert” is attended by masses of people, and even staid 
Japanese businessmen join the party.

With this Vaikuntha atmosphere, Japan is one of 
ISKCON’s most exciting preaching frontiers.
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This book of positive statements and | 
news clippings about the Hare Krishna 
movement was first produced to counter . 
the “ brainwashing” myth of the “depro- I 
grammers.”  Included are over 100 pages 
of statements and articles by:
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...Evolution
O: How can you hope to reverse the scientists' present 
understanding of things? Both they and society are so 
steeped in materialism.
A : Actually, many scientists now are dissatisfied. In mod
ern science the desire is to investigate, to unfold all the 
mysteries of life and the world that we experience.

For example, in cellular microbiology you have the 
electron microscope. In Pasteur’s time, just over 100 years 
ago, a very simple optical microscope was used to study cells 
and bacteria. Now with the advancement of scientific 
knowledge and technology, there is equipment that can 
magnify many thousands of times, but still we have very 
little understanding. When we now see molecules through 
the electron microscope, the unfathomable mystery is still 
there and we are just beginners.

The same thing with radio telescopes. They vastly im-

prove our range of observing the universe, but the under
standing we get from these instruments is still so limited.

It’s an unending struggle. This is the material principle: 
there will be no satisfaction. And we will never get what 
we expected.

It used to be thought that if the DNA molecule could be 
understood and duplicated in the laboratory, in the test 
tube, we would be able to create life. That was my first con
viction as a young scientist. Now we can make this DNA in 
the laboratory. All the chemicals involved that some 
thought could never be synthesized—now we can do it, but 
when we put them together, life is not there.

In the beginning you are satisfied that it will be possible 
and it makes you very, very happy, but then it is not happen
ing and you become dissatisfied. That is what we experience 
in all material encounters.

Scientists have put themselves in a struggle for power 
and control over the material nature. Many scientists are 
illusioned, but some see the results aren't coming, and they 
become dissatisfied with the materialistic methods and goals 
of science. >

As I mentioned, there are prominent scientists who favor

Delhi hotel pipes in pure devotee
By Nandlnl-d«vl dad

On an overnight stop in New Delhi, our party decided 
to stay at the Kabhir Hotel near the train station, since the 
management had a reputation for being honest and friendly 
to devotees and offered clean rooms.

I set the alarm for the usual time so I could maintain my 
regular schedule. I spent the brahma-muhurta hours the 
next morning walking the hallways, balcony, and roof of 
the building chanting japa. (The roof was especially aus
picious because someone was maintaining a tulasi plant 
there.) Most of the bellhops were asleep, but when I chanced 
to find one o f them awake, 1 asked when I could get some 
fruit and cheese brought to my room. He said not until
8 a.m.

Back in our room I observed mangala-arati by playing 
a tape o f Srila Prabhupada chanting the gurv-astaka 
prayers. I was surprised when, at 7 a.m., the same bellboy 
came to our door to inquire about the music he had heard.

I took the opportunity to preach about chanting. I told

him why we chant, taught him the mantra, and advised 
him that he wasn't his body and that it was his dharma to 
worship Krishna. He agreed and asked if he could borrow 
the tape. I figured that, although I might not ever see it 
again, how could I refuse? He seemed so sincere.

A few minutes later he came back and turned on our 
room speaker. There was Srila Prabhupada chanting in 
full ecstasy on piped-in sound, in every room of the hotel! 
Immediately I knew that I had to talk the management into 
purchasing some tapes so they would have Srila Prabhupada 
with them all the time.

Later that day, by Krishna's mercy, I met the manager 
and convinced him to buy two of my tapes and deduct the 
price from our bill.

The manager then came to our room to ask questions 
about Srila Prabhupada, the Hare Krishna movement, and 
the philosophy of bhakti-yoga. Everyone was satisfied 
by these exchanges and as we checked out, paid our bill 
and hailed a taxi, Srila Prabhupada was chanting loudly 
over the Kabhir’s PA system, for the benefit of all future 
guests.

a non-material explanation for the origin of life, and there 
are others who actually feel strongly that this Darwinian 
philosophy is at the root of materialistic life, and that once 
it is eliminated, we will be able to have a proper civilization. 
They are seeing how animalistic society has become. When 
th«*y see their own children indulging in subhuman activities, 
they become concerned.

So if we can discredit Darwin and this idea that life comes 
from matter, and put forth a superior philosophy, there 
will be a great swing towards our position.
Q: What are you doing to bring about this shift?
A: We have been attending different international scientific 
conferences, such as the annual Congress on Science and 
Religion and dozens of others in different fields, and also 
speaking to groups whenever possible. We have established 
contact with over 100 scientists who are willing to work 
with us toward this goal.

Just now we are waiting to hear from the American 
Association for the Advancement of Science, one o f the 
largest groups, about a topic proposal we have made for 
their January 1982 convention in Washington, D. C, Every 
year they have many different topics. We have suggested 
a critical discussion of evolution, and we expect that they 
will accept our proposal.

When our budget allows, hopefully in 1982, we are going 
to have our own international convention specifically on 
Darwinian evolution, probably in Bombay.

We will invite the strongest advocates of the Darwinian 
hypothesis, and we will prove them wrong by two completely 
different approaches—biological and mathematical. Bio
logically we analyze the claims of evolutionists and present 
solid evidence to the contrary on many levels, and mathe
matically we show that according to information theory 
the chemical basis of life cannot arise out of chance combi- 
nation. It’s going to be a major confrontation.__________
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Desire Tree grows In Japan
The premier issue of Desire Tree begins with a letter from the publishers recommending 

the Vedic culture as a source o f timeless wisdom that can instill peace and happiness in the 
Japanese nation, thus fulfilling everyone’s inner desire.

The lead story, “The Land of Temples," informs readers about their Buddhist heritage and 
how Buddhism grew out of the Vedic culture of India.

Next appears “ Reincarnation and Beyond," the 1976 interview between Srila Prabhupada 
and Mike Robinson of the London Broadcasting Company, retitled "Reincarnation and 
the Science o f Bhakti."

The magazine concludes with Srila Prabhupada’s famous essay, "On Chanting the Hare 
Krishna Mantra,” and Srila Hansadutta Swami’s old Back to Godhead article on chanting 
japa. making a string of beads, and the absolute nature of the Holy Name.

Desire Tree is not distributed in busy public places, the usual ISKCON preaching environ
ments. The only type of solicitation allowed in Japan is door-to-door, according to the 
ancient Buddhist tradition of takuhatsu. itself descended from the Vedic ritual performed 
by brahntanas.

Naganatana and Sri Caranam, another Japanese devotee initiated by Srila Prabhupada, 
engage in this form of sankinana about half the days of each month. In the morning they 
travel by high-speed train to semi-rural areas an hour outside Tokyo, since many fraud
ulent professional beggars have ruined the city as a receptive area for takuhatsu.

They carry official letters authorizing their practice of this traditional rite, which they 
present at each home. Practically everyone in these areas is happy to give 100 or 200 yen, 
fifty cents to one dollar, which the devotees gratefully accept. And when the householders 
receive such attractive literature as Desire Tree or the small newspaper TOZAITENBO 
(EAST-WEST OUTLOOK), they feel obliged further, to which the devotees respond, 
“ Now please, just come to our center," run, of course, by Krishna ishikikokusaikyokai— 
ISKCON!

The devotee may point out the attractive back cover of 
Desire Tree with its message: "This is your invitation to Dai Nippon, printer of 
Indian culture. You can learn the science o f yoga and the original hardbound 
meditation and experience mystical effects of mantras, all K rs n e  se t ,  r e c e n t l y  
of which will give your hearts peace and satisfaction." printed 100,000 copies

A parting gift to the householder is a copy o f recipes °  * J a p a n '»  c o l o r f u l  
for yogurt mashed potatoes and sandesa. It advises the I S K C O N  m a g a z i n e ,  
reader of the virtues of vegetarianism and includes a tele- Desire Tree. The mega
phone number they may call for further information. 2*n® • cover •• shown at

The temple at Mitaka-Shi is a rented three-story house right; an Inside pholo 
with a “ Radha-Krishna Temple” sign suspended over a appear« below, 
white gate. Guests walk by a small pond and rock garden 
before entering the temple, where the ground floor func
tions as a guest room and kitchen. Upstairs are devotee 
residences, and on the top floor, a beautiful Gaura-Nitai- 
Jagannatha temple.

High-pressure Japanese life, which includes a six-day 
work week and commuter trains packed tighter than sar
dine cans, is relieved by the transcendental atmosphere 
of the Lord’s temple, as more and more visitors and mem
bers are finding out.

A membership program based on visits to homes and 
offices, as in India, is being designed. Unique attractions 
for the Japanese people include free English lessons, vege
tarian cooking classes, and a 12-week cassette tape course 
of 24 Japanese-language lectures on 24 different topics in 
Krishna Consciousness.

Besides their engagement in takuhatsu. cooking. Deity 
service, translation work, and home and school preaching 
engagements, the devotees are especially enthused to 
distribute Krishna Consciousness in a Tokyo park on 
Sunday, the Japanese holiday, when thousands of people 
come seeking relaxation and rejuvenation.

In a scene reminiscent of Srila Prabhupada’s Tompkins 
Square Park pastimes, the devotees and their many 
friends, including famous musicians, stage ecstatic chant
ing, equipped with a giant maha-mantra banner, harmo
nium, mrdanga, and an amplifier. This “Sunday Free 
Concert”  is attended by masses of people, and even staid 
Japanese businessmen join the party.

With this Vaikuntha atmosphere, Japan is one of 
ISKCON’s most exciting preaching frontiers.
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On Chanting

First klrtana In Tompkins Square Park: The EAST 
VILLAGE OTHER ran this picture of Srila Prabhu- 
pada preaching, full size on Its front page, Octo
ber 15, 1966, beneath a huge 60-point headline— 
SAVE EARTH NOW!/ At left, Srila Prabhupada 
leads the klrtana.

Mr. Lahart: What did you have to offer them? You were 
chanting in the park, and they would come up to you and 
say, “ What are you doing? What are you chanting?” 
Srila Prabhupada: I would tell them, “ Chanting is for 
spiritual realization. You chant; then gradually you 
realize your self. You realize that you are a spiritual 
being and that you are not the body. Then your spiritual 
life begins.”

‘I never showed any magic’

Mr. Lahart: I wonder if you could tell 
me how you came to found the 
Krishna Consciousness movement 
here in the United States?

Srila Prabhupada: I was ordered by my 
spiritual master to do this work, so on his 
order I came to the U. S. I came alone, with 
no help or money. Somehow or other 1 
stayed.
Mr. Lahart: How did you attract followers? 
You landed in New York and—
Srila Prabhupada: My attraction  was 
this chanting of the Hare Krishna mantra. 
That's all. I had no magic. Others had 
some sort of magic. I never showed any 
magic. At Tompkins Square Park I was 
chanting, and gradually some boys came. 
First a picture was published by the NEW 
YORK TIMES. Then we started a branch 
in San Francisco; later Montreal, Boston, 
then Los Angeles.
Mr. Lahart: You just chanted at Tompkins 
Square Park, and people came.
Srila Prabhupada: Yes, I chanted under a 
tree. I think that a picture was also pub
lished in the EAST VILLAGE OTHER in a 
very big article. Naturally, some boys came 
and joined me and began to dance. That was 
the beginning.

GBC ‘no new gurus’ vote 
based on committee report
SRI M A YA PU R —The GBC subcommittee o f initi

ating spiritual masters has decided against nomi
nating any new gurus.

The vote came at a subcommittee meeting here last 
March. In their report entitled “The Descending Process 
of Selecting a Spiritual Master,” the present acaryos pro
posed an indefinite moratorium on new spiritual masters 
(later approved by the GBC), stating that they did not now 
feel qualified to bestow guruship on others.

The paper concludes, “ When Krishna wants more persons 
to initiate on His behalf, that fact will be revealed in the 
hearts of all...No trace o f politics, controversy, or personal 
interest will cloud the issue.”

But the acaryas did establish criteria for future selection, 
under the categories “ necessity,”  “ qualification,”  and 
“vows.”

Types of necessity were defined. If a spiritual master's 
preaching area is too large for him to see devotees regularly, 
or if he is unwilling to accept more disciples, an additional 
guru is needed. And if an outstanding devotee ¡¿.recognized 
by a significant number of advanced Vaisnavas, that could 
create a need.

Next, the qualifications of guruship candidates were 
described. A candidate must be learned in the sastras and 
preach according to their siddhanta, conclusion, with prac
tical effect. He must demonstrate realization o f the primacy 
of Srila Prabhupada's mission, especially book distribution.

He must recognize the GBC as the ultimate managing 
authority of ISKCON. He must excel in his preaching work 
and be free of kamini (attachment to sense gratification), 
pratistha (false prestige and personal ambition), kancana 
(the accumulative spirit), nisiddhacara (behavior against 
Vaisnava principles), kuti-nati (duplicity), puja (desire for 
personal worship), and labha (mundane profiteering).

The vows prescribed by the committee for a candidate 
begin with agreeing that one’s personal mission is non- 
different from Srila Prabhupada’s—to profusely distribute 
transcendental literatures, such as Bhagavad-gita and 
Srimad-Bhagavatam. and follow in Srila Prabhupada’s 
footsteps to establish ISKCON worldwide.

He must agree that Srila Prabhupada is represented by 
ISKCON and that ISKCON is governed by the GBC, that 
he will be a guru for and within ISKCON. He must agree 
that external behavior is a sign of internal realization.

and that he will never act in a way that might unnecessarily 
jeopardize ISKCON's worldwide mission. Finally, he must 
agree to carefully study aspiring disciples so as to not de
grade the initiation process, and to direct his disciples fol
lowing Srila Prabhupada’s example, and teach them that 
they are part o f ISKCON.

The paper said that in selecting a guru, the proper stan
dard o f Vaisnava behavior for a guru must be considered, 
noting that “becoming a guru should not be seen materially, 
as a prize feather in the cap, a higher rung on the ladder 
o f success, or as a top administrative post.”

Concerning the link between ISKCON gurus and their 
disciples, the committee resolved to deepen understanding 
o f the relationship between spiritual master and disciple. 
All agreed that they were still evolving in their realization 
of the import of their eternal connection with their disciples. 
They also expressed that they were learning better how a 
guru relates to his own godbrothers.

The present acaryas expressed that although they are 
supposed to be the senior- 
most Vaisnavas of the move
ment, they are still learning 
about their responsibilities 
as gurus. “ We had to en
counter difficult learning 
episodes during the year 
and therefore reasoned that 
we would have to be ex
trem ely cautious before 
presenting others with the 
post,” their report stated.

“ We feel that by Prabhupada’s grace we are successfully 
discharging the duties of spiritual masters in Krishna Con
sciousness, but we are becoming increasingly aware that 
it i» a difficult and demanding burden.

“ We, as the initiating gurus who have to nominate a new 
candidate, as well as the GBC, who have to consider whether 
to confirm our nomination—do not feel our own qualifica
tion is as yet such that we can bestow guruship upon others 
as an act of our ‘mercy.’

“ We have to be aware that such ‘mercy’ on our parts could 
possibly be an act of violence on those whom we prematurely 
bestowed it, as well as their disciples. If a guru were selected 
under less than ideal circumstances, and later had major

difficulty, the bad karmic effect of such a mistake would 
also come back heavily to us.”

The committee unanimously concluded that perfecting 
their relationships with Srila Prabhupada was of the utmost 
importance. By strengthening their individual links with 
Srila Prabhupada, not only will they become qualified to 
link new acaryas to him, but they will also insure that the 
movement will never be compromised by impure quarrels 
and disunity like those which immobilized the Gaudiya 
Math.

“ In summary, the spiritual master selection process is by 
the descending process. For the Krishna Consciousness 
movement in the modem age, this means direct contact with 
His Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada. 
The descending process means to glorify the pure and 
dynamic leadership o f ISKCON by Srila Prabhupada, who 
is directly in touch with Lord Krishna and His transparent 
medium.

“ In order to contact Krishna in disciplic succession, we 
have to catch hold of the merciful disciplic link shown as 
Srila Prabhupada. Once that connection is established, then 
others may link to us without any fear or doubt.

“ Srila Prabhupada was the most perfect link and there
fore we have to make perfectly sure that our link—connec
tion to him—is strong and firm. All our activities should 
be to strengthen that link by which ISKCON is connected

to Prabhupada. In this specific way, we will gain the eternal 
protection of the Krishna Conscious society and the bless
ings of the previous Vaisnavas.

“ Establishing this eternal link is a most grave affair and 
has to be undertaken most seriously and purely. Therefore, 
we repeatedly prostrate ourselves before all the assembled 
Vaisnavas and request them to help us in living in the eternal 
protection of the Krishna Consciousness movement.” the 
report said.

Editor's Note: A major article in the July issue o f  ISKCON  
W ORLD REVIEW  will review resolutions and provisional 
orders adopted by the GBC at the 1981 meeting in Maxapur.

‘When Krishna wants more persons to 
initiate on His behalf, that fact will be 
revealed in the hearts of all...No trace 
of politics, controversyf or personal 

interest will cloud the issue. ’
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Bombay 
Ratha pulls 
150.000
By Jagat-purusa dasa 
and Yasodamayi-devi dasi

BO M B AY— ISKCON recently spon
sored this city’s very first Ratha- 
yatra festival, featuring a 50-foot 
high cart, and an eight mile procession 

through teeming streets from Shivaji Park 
to Chowpatty Beach, setting the distance 
record for Jagannatha processions. One 
hundred fifty thousand people attended.

The festival coincided with the presence of 
many Western devotees on the Bombay leg 
of the annual Mayapur festival pilgrimage 

At one point the giant ratha bogged down 
in road construction gravel, and devotees 
proved unable to set it free. The assembly of 
lile members and local citizens then pitched 
in with hands, shoes, cardboards, tree bran
ches. and whatever else they could utilize, 
clearing the way in a matter of minutes.

At the end of the ronte. the Lord’s chariot 
picsuotl over more uun eight acres oi iesti
va l grounds, where for the next week, at least
10.000 people gathered every evening to 
absorb a program of kirtartas. lectures by 
three ISKCON acaryas, devotee plays, and 
Hindi hhajanas by India's leading singers. 

The seafront site—designed by Murti 
prabhu, based on the time-tested Los 
Angeles Ratha-yatra plan—featured »even

Bombay/p. 3

George Harrison’s Shiva
‘Ganges’ flows from 
FATE murti 
at 38-acre estate

Lord Shiva is sitting in George Harri
son’s garden. His life-size form was 
made recently by ISKCON artists 
at the First American Transcendental 

Exhibition (FATE), with branches in 
Los Angeles and Detroit.

Lord Shiva was installed as the center
piece and fountain of Friar Park, George’s 
38-acre estate in Oxfordshire. England, 
which hr hopes will one day contain 
England's most beautiful gardens.

The murti is made from weatherproof 
fiberglass resin that simulates black stone 
aggregate. The “Ganges" water that flows 
from the top of his head produces a mys
tical, shimmering effect in direct sunlight.

After touring FATE’s Los Angeles 
museum in 1978, which he said was 
“ better than Disneyland,”  George began 
to consider the possibility of installing 
s mila' scujpted fieures on hi* cstatr.

When Mukunda prabhu visited Friar 
Park two years ago, George asked him to 
arrange for a meditating Lord Shiva to 
replace a 5-foot Roman goddess sculp
ture, then the fountain and centerpiece.

Within two months, Lon f Shiva was 
completed, airfreighted to London, and 
delivered by Dhananjaya prabhu to Friar 
Park. George was ecstatic. Lord Siva

Georg* Hariiaon/p. 3

Mukunda’s: Serving the down-and-out in Sydney
Center offers free meals, counseling, referrals

SY D N E Y , A U S T R A L IA —Garish 
neon lights slowly, erratically pulse 
their messages into the night—“Naked 

Sex,”  “ Bar,”  “ Topless," “ Adult Books,” 
“ XXX-Rated.” The nightly parade o f pros
titutes, pimps, drug dealers and users, street

people, beggars, porn peddlers, and sight
seers passes on eerily lit sidewalks. A musty 
amalgam of automobile fumes, liquor, 
cigarette and marijuana smoke, dirt and 
squalor blends with a thundering caco
phony of rock music's latest offerings. This

is King’s Cross, Sydney’s notorious red-light 
district.

Hardly the place one would expect a 
group of religious monks to live and work.

A scant 200 yards away at 233 Victoria 
Road about 40 vagrants, alcoholics, drug 
users, and indigent youth enjoy a steaming 
hot, multicourse vegetarian dinner. A wait
er comes around with eagerly accepted 
seconds and thirds. The food is free.

Over the past 27 months, Mukunda's 
Drop-In Center, owned and operated by 
the International Society for Krishna Con
sciousness (ISKCON), has served more than
150,000 meals (150-200 a day), and referred 
hundreds of people to drug clinics, hospitals, 
health centers, hostels, and other commu
nity service centers.

Vasusrestha prabhu, Mukunda's general 
manager, said the center has been respon
sible for the rehabilitation of more than 
100 drug addicts.

“ At a drug rehabilitation course, we were 
told there is no known cure for drug addic
tion,” Vasusrestha said. “ I think the pro
gram at Mukunda's has proven them wrong. 
Krishna Consciousness provides not only a 
way to quit drugs—a healthy diet, personal 
spiritual guidance, and the chanting of Hars 
Krishna—but also motivation to stay off

drugs permanently. By learning how the 
soul within the body is eternal, a drug addict 
begins to see himself in a more dignified way. 
Rather than feeling like a recipient of char
ity, a person who comes to Mukunda's 
develops a spiritual vision of himself and 
the world."

The ISKCON Drug Referrals Committee 
has made annual applications to the New 
South Wales Drug and Alcohol Authority 
for substantial grants to enlarge and im
prove Mukunda’s facilities to meet the area’s 
ever-increasing demand for services.

Writing in support of a recent application, 
Richard Baldwin, head of the Bourke Street 
Drug Clinic and team leader of the New 
South Wales Health Commission Inner 
Metropolitan Region, said, “ Mukunda’s 
provides a unique and valuable service to 
the people of King’s Cross with drug and 
alcohol problems."

Thus far, the social service council that 
considers applications has been reluctant to 
approve a Hare Krishna grant, but success 
cannot be far away, considering the growing 
popularity of Mukunda's among Sydney 
citizens. In a recent encounter with a san- 
kirtana devotee, the Prime Minister o f

MukundaVp. 11
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N.V. actors 
win Indian 
stage prize
N E W  Y O R K  — New  V rin d a b a n ’ s 
Brijabasi Players’ rendition o f "The 
Pandavas Retire Timely” from Srimad- 
Bhagavatam recently won First Prize, 
$250, at the first North American Asian 
Indian Drama Festival in New York.

Performing for an audience o f 400 at 
the Columbia University School o f Inter
national Affairs, they were the only 
non-Indians among six troupes brought 
together by a national group, the Federa
tion o f Indian Associations.

Ganendra prabhu, who played Bhima, 
attributed the Players' success to the 
spiritual potency of the drama. “The 
Indians grew up with this culture, and 
when they see it relived again in The Pan
davas Retire Timely,’ they are surprised 
and their Krishna Consciousness is 
awakened,” he said.

According to Ganendra, the other 
plays in the festival dealt with Indians' 
adaptation to American culture.

The original full-length script, per
formed years ago by Govinda's American 
Theater Company o f ISKCO N New 
York, was cut to the concluding act by 
Director Lokamangala prabhu to meet 
festival time requirements. Lokaman
gala also played King Yudhisthira.

The drama focuses on Yudhisthira and 
Bhima observing the inauspicious signs 
at the dawn of Kali-yuga, such as the 
irregularity of the seasons and the rise 
o f cheating, anger, and strained family 
relations among the people. Arjuna 
returns from Dvaraka and confirms 
his brothers’ fear that Krishna has left 
the planet.

“ We are amazed to hear that in previ
ous ages these disturbances did not exist, 
but the Pandava brothers were amazed 
from the opposite point o f view," noted 
Sankirtana prabhu, who played Arjuna.

The immediate plans o f the Brijabasi 
Players are to continue building their 
repertoire and perform this summer at 
New Vrindaban, in New York, and at 
ISKCON Bombay’s Bhakti Kala Ksetra 
performing arts center.

Srila Prabhupada, who comments in 
Srimad- Bhagavatam that expert draina
ge  actors are required for the spiritual 
enlightenment of the common man, said 
that the play would be popular wherever 
it was performed.
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Cooking as a spiritual devotion
Yamuna Devi dispels the High 
Street greasy-spoon image of 
Indian food and shows Jan
ette Marshall that the true art 
of vegetarian cookery is all 
part of the Krishna cycle of 
simple living, high thinking.

A chance meeting with Hare Krishna 
spiritual leader A. C. Bhaktivedanta at 
her sister’s wedding led Yamuna devi on 
a five-year trek to India to discover the 
roots of vegetarian cooking at its cradle 
in the East. It also changed her whole life!

Yamuna’s sister was the first woman 
in New York to be initiated by Bhakti
vedanta Swami Prabhupada when he 
took the Sanskrit manuscripts of his Vedic 
culture to America in 1965.

Bhaktivedanta had prepared food for 
the wedding in those heady days of flower 
power, chanting mantras and free-for-all 
love and meditation. “ I was a macrobiotic 
tight-nut at the time,” recalls Yamuna.
“ I wouldn’t eat anything other than 
‘brown rice,’ but I was so thrilled by the 
way he offered food so artistically. I was 
stunned by his personal way o f living
and philosophy.

“ During the preparation for the wed
ding he asked me to make a medium-hard 
dough. I said, ‘A  shortcrust,pate brisee...?’ 
He said, ‘You’re 25 and you can’t make a 
medium-hard dough?’ He then instantly 
put together a perfect dough and I knew 
this was it! I wasn’t going to let this go 
and he led me round the world.”

That was 1966 when Yamuna left New 
York to go with Bhaktivedanta to San 
Francisco and from there, in 1968, to 
Montreal and in the same year on to Eng
land where the Beatles, spurred by George 
Harrison's interest, joined their medita
tion and Krishna Consciousness.

The story is well-documented, but a 
part of it belongs to Yamuna—she was 
the voice on George Harrison’s Goddess 
of Fortune and she remembers, shyly, 
their appearance on Top of the Pops sing
ing the Hare Krishna mantra, followed 
by the Apple record tour of Europe.

But as the flowers wilted, Yamuna’s 
spiritual devotion to bhakti yoga blos
somed. The vegetarian Indian cuisine, 
based on the Vedic spiritual culture, be
came her spiritual devotion to God; by 
cooking for God. “ Our whole life’s goal 
is to impart knowledge in the West of our 
spiritual master’s teaching.”

As Bhaktivedanta's personal cook, 
Yamuna left for India in 1970 where she 
spent five years travelling through the 
major cities and tiniest of villages study-

ing cookery at source in Indian schools
and homes.

“True Indian cookery is nothing like 
the greasy-spoon, watered-down style of 
food we experience in the West.” It is all 
part o f the natural cycle (Krishna Con
sciousness) that is simple living and high 
thinking. A very far cry from the popular 
English Krishna-myth of youths in tan
gerine pajamas chanting along Oxford 
Street.

Wherever Yamuna travelled with her 
spiritual leader, she would take notes and 
study cookery techniques. Often, after 
being served a meal, Bhaktivedanta 
would ask her if she could cook that par
ticular dish. I f  she could not, he would 
tell her to go to the kitchens and find out 
how.

“ By understanding cookery techniques 
and dietary needs, we can use whatever is 
available anywhere in the world and 
create hundreds and thousands o f dishes, 
never eating the same thing twice,”  says 
Yamuna.

Sometimes Yamuna found “ home” in 
India was a small hut with two burners 
for a kitchen and a well for water. In such 
a place Bhaktivedanta asked her if she 
could cook a meal for 50 men in one hour. 
She quavered—but knew he could.

Coping under those circumstances— 
“ anything from a hut where you had to 
fetch water from a well to a total marble- 
and-silver kitchen’ ’—was an amazing 
training ground. “ We never knew how 
many we were going to cook for; from
five to 5,000!”

Back in Oregon, five years later in 1975, 
Yamuna was asked by the Bhaktivedanta 
Book Trust to put together her cookery 
experiences in a book. Since then she 
has been working on The Classic Art of 
Vegetarian Cooking, a mammoth 600- 
page hardback, due out at the end of this 
year.

All the 700 recipes are authentic, with 
origins dating back 500 to 1,000 years, 
says Yamuna. Each recipe she has tested 
in double-blind trials on an experienced 
cook and someone who has not cooked 
before.

Recipes range from quick and easy to 
low-fat, special diets and some o f Bhakti- 
vedanta’s personal recipes.

In Berkhamsted Yamuna keeps her 
cow Bimala, who’s only nine months old, 
on a bed o f deep sawdust in the garage. 
She uses milk to make yogurt and cheese. 
Very simple cheese by just adding lemon 
juice to curdle the milk and then draining 
the curds and pressing them gently. She 
uses the dung for her organic garden 
where she grows as many o f her vege
tables as possible.
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Yamuna is keen to share her wealth of 
cookery knowledge with others and runs 
cookery courses from her home in Berk
hamsted. She also has lectured for The 
Vegetarian Society.

Talking to HH  was Yamuna’s “ last 
day of freedom” before taking to her desk 
to finish her book. We hope she’s out and 
about again soon—spreading the mouth
watering word.

Apricot-Almond Fool 
"A velvet-textured after dinner dessert 
which can be made year round. It is quick 
to prepare and adaptable to menu planning. 
Serve in stemmed glasses and decorate 
with toasted almonds. Serves four."

8 oz <225g) dried apricots 
soaked overnight in 
'h pint (300ml) orange juice and tbsp 
lemon juice

'/« pint (150ml) double cream or 'U pint 
(150ml) whipped soured cream or 
natural set yogurt

blanched, toasted almonds to garnish

Simmer the apricots, soaked in orange and 
lemon juice, on gentle heat until the apri
cots are soft and tender. Remove, and cool 
to room temperature, then blend, covered, 
to a smooth puree. Sweeten to taste; fold 
the puree into the whipped cream, whisked 
soured cream or yogurt until well blended. 
Spoon into four stemmed glasses, garnish 
and chill for at least V4 hour.

— Here’s Health magazine 
England
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Thais get a taste of perfection
By Bhutatma dasa

BANGKOK— Devotees here recently print
ed 15,000 copies of an attractive paperback 
Thai-language collection o f Srila Prabhu- 
pada's writings, under the title, Path o f  
Perfection. The cost o f printing this first 
Thai book was met by a private donor.

The four articles that make up the book— 
“ Reservoir o f Pleasure,”  “ On Chanting 
Hare Krishna," “ Dasa Avataras” (a synopsis 
o f Srimad-Bhagavatam  descriptions o f 
the 10 incarnations), and “ About Srila 
P ra b h u p a d a "— w ere tran s la ted  by 
Sanmohini-devi dasi, who grew up here.

Although Buddhism is the official religion 
o f Thailand, the Thais maintain an open 
mind toward their original Vedic heritage, 
and evidence o f their ancient link with India 
is visible everywhere.

The state seal depicts a figure very much 
like Garuda, and in the Wat Phra Kcao 
(Temple of the Emerald Buddha), intricate

mosaics include the pastimes of Lord Rama- 
candra. The ceremonies performed by the 
saffron-clad, shaven-headed monks are 
full of homages to Narayana, Brahma, and 
Shiva. Even in Bangkok, the capítol and one 
o f the most intensely materialistic cities in 
the world, on the grounds o f the oldest and 
finest hotel is a shrine housing a golden 
statue o f Lord Brahma.

With over 300,000 Buddhist monks in 
Thailand, the dress o f a renunciant is a 
familiar sight, although due to the pressure 
of Kali-yuga. most have turned their backs 
on Lord Buddha's most essential teachings, 
and indulge in meat, tobacco, tea, and cof
fee. Such a low standard o f behavior has 
caused people to lose respect for this “priest
ly" class, but owing to tradition, when a 
genuine devotee who is preaching purely 
and follow ing the regulative principles 
appears, he is well-respected.

One o f the advantages of the new book 
is that it puts Lord Buddha in proper per

spective, as an incarnation o f Krishna.
The base o f the devotees’ preaching efforts 

is a rented house on the edge o f Bangkok, 
with nearly an acre o f tropical gardens and 
a lotus pond. A substantial portion of the 
Indian community is beginning to take 
advantage o f their association.

Bangkok book distribution is done shop- 
to-shop in the busy commercial areas, where 
one can not only contact an owner and his 
customers, but the several generations of 
family members who typically work in the 
business and live in upstairs apartments.

Nearly 80 percent o f the Thai population 
o f 50,000,000 live in rural areas, so a travel
ing sankirtana party is being developed 
to fulfill Lord Caitanya’s desire o f spreading 
Krishna Consciousness to every town and 
village.

In the near future, translations of The 
Nectar o f  Instruction and Sri Isopahisad 
will be printed with the help o f a grant from
Srila Harikesa Swami’s North Europe zone.

Path of Perfection, which contain» 
four articles by Srila Prabhupada, 
I t  tha first ISKCON book printed In 
the Thai language. The Nectar of
Instruction and Sri Isopanlaad will 
be printed soon.
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...George Harrison
even had golden earrings and a golden moon in his hair!

George first met the devotees in England in 1968, and has been chanting Hare Krishna and 
reading Srila Prabhupada’s books ever since. In 1969, he invited devotees to his Surrey home 
for sumptuous prasadam. After the feast, they leaped into a five-hour kirtana jam session 
with George playing electric guitar, Billy Preston on keyboard, and devotees playing 
karatalas, mrdanga, and harmonium.

Later that year, George invited the London devotees to record the maha-mantra on the 
Apple label (then owned by the Beatles). George produced the single, played bass guitar 
and harmonium, and Paul McCartney came into the control room and gave some last 
minute advice. “ Hare Krishna Mantra” was produced in less than a« hour, but within days 
of its release became a “Top 10” hit, rating in charts all over Europe and Japan. As a result, 
devotees appeared twice on “Top of the Pops," Britain's most popular TV show.

From their first meeting in 1969, George 
held Srila Prabhupada in great esteem. He 
donated $25,000 for the first printing of 
the Krsna books in 1970. A 1973 meeting 
with Srila Prabhupada inspired him to write 
“The Lord Loves the One Who Loves the 
Lord,” a popular track on his “ Living in the 
Material World” LP.

In a 1977 interview with Crawdaddy, an 
American rock magazine, George stated,
“ Srila Prabhupada is a friend. He is my 
master who I have great respect for." The 
respect was mutual. In Nectar o f  Instruc
tion, Srila Prabhupada writes of George: A famous English musician has become attracted 
to chanting the holy names o f  Krishna, and even in his records he has several times men
tioned the holy name o f  Krishna....In all regards he has a very high estimation fo r  Krishna's 
activities; therefore, we offer respects to him without reservation.

More recently, in an interview conducted in 1980 by Mukunda prabhu for Srila 
Prabhupada-lilamrta, George reiterated his feelings: I  liked Prabhupada a lot because he 
always kept on with the same thing. He never deviated from  his path. He was always very 
humble, and he didn't want anything but to pass on the word about Krishna. So. really, he's 
still there. AII the books he wrote, everything he said. It will just grow and grow and grow.

First-time visitors at Friar Park invariably inquire about Lord Shiva, thus giving George 
repeated opportunities to glorify Srila Prabhupada’s Hare Krishna Movement.

7 liked Prabhupada a 
lot....really, he's still 

here. All the books he 
wrote, everything he 

said. It will just grow 
and grow and grow. *

Bombay Ratha: 150,000 revel
thatched-roof exhibition structures made of 
bamboo, mud, and cow dung, which were 
built in two days by a group of Adivasis, 
gypsies who travel from town to town selling 
handicrafts and working odd jobs.

These rustic yet quaint and warm build
ings of different shapes and styles housed 
presentations by ISKCON Bombay’s nu
merous departments, including the Indian 
BBT, the Bhaktivedanta Institute, Bhakti 
Kala Ksetra (our center for the performing 
arts), and the ISKCON Rural Development 
Project. Continuous film showings, a

question-and-answer booth, and tons 
of prasadam kept the crowds in ecstasy 
throughout the week.

Our Ratha-yatra actually began three 
days before the procession with our down
town press conference, and nearly every 
Indian newspaper and press service with a 
Bombay office was in attendance.

We showed Yadubara prabhu's new film. 
The World o f  Hare Krishna, calling special 
attention to the Ratha-yatra scenes. We 
also described IS K C O N ’s international 
Ratha-yatra history and our particular

George, devotees recording hit song, Hare Krithna Mantra.

at celebration
plans for Bombay, answered questions, and 
last but not least, distributed prasadam. 
The result was 100 percent: every Bombay 
paper gave a pre-event report the following 
day.

One day before the chariot wheels started 
rolling, we published full-page advertise
ments in the seven leading newspapers.

m ind-boggling limits that it was at the 
ISKCON festival.”

The giant cart had to stop to allow lower
ing of the canopy for passage under trees 
and wires, providing many precious oppor
tunities for Bombayites. In one well-to-do 
section, hundreds o f fashionably dressed 
citizens came out o f their homes to hand 
trays full of different arati paraphernalia 
to the Lord’s pujaris on the passing cart. 
It was not unusual to see four pujaris offer
ing these loaded trays to Their Lordships, 
then handing them back to the donors.

Crowds, which totaled 150,000, surround the flve-story cart at the start of Its elght- 
mlle route In Shlva|l Park, Bombay, left. Above, the Chowpatty Beach festival site, 
with cart at center, where 10,000 people attended evening programs tor one week.

covering the seven major Indian languages. 
We also plastered Bombay with 10,000 2’ x 3’ 
posters, and unveiled a dozen giant bill
boards. This unprecedented wave of pub
licity generated a thoroughly favorable 
mood, and the whole city entered into the 
transcendentally festive atmosphere o f 
Ratha-yatra.

Bombay, an English-language fortnightly 
magazine, noted that, “while it is agreed 
that most Hindu festivals do admit of vast 
inclusiveness, rarely do they feature such 
grandiose visions of oriental spendor, and 
never is the inclusiveness extended to the

At one point, a gentleman handed up a 
plate of lit ghee lamps, and when they were 
returned to him, everyone nearby eagerly 
pushed to touch the purifying flames. The 
man finally attempted an escape by running 
down the street, which thinned the crowd 
somewhat.

The ratha finally arrived at its Chowpatty 
Beach resting place in the evening, attracting 
people from the farthest reaches o f Bombay 
with its colorful, flag-studded grandeur.
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48-rack convection oven 
fires prasadam marathon

Ecstatic Full-Color Photo Booklets
Now Available

By Nandlnl-ò«vl dati

LOS ANGELES— Mass prasadam distri
bution is the new wave of ecstasy here, with 
tourist spots and numerous beaches, depart
ment stores, and malls the main distribution 
sites. Devotees find prasadam distribution 
enlivening, what to speak of the customers, 
who are developing extremely favorable 
attitudes towards the Hare Krishna 
Movement.

During last year’s Christmas marathon, 
Los Angeles experimented with several 
types o f prasadam, and developed tran
scendental mass-production recipes for 
brownies, caramel bars, and two types of 
cookies: oatmeal raisin and carob chip. Two 
small five-rack bakery ovens were engaged 
around the clock, producing a thousand 
pieces an hour. The cookie production 
proved so successful that the temple man
agement decided to try it for a two-and-a- 
half month marathon this summer.

Over the past several months, devotees 
were able to produce and distribute more 
than 3,000 cookies every day. Now seven 
devotees distributing prasadam daily (10 on

Mathura data man* 80-quart mixer

Saturdays and Sundays) passed out an 
average of 100 big books and 1,000 small 
books and other pieces of literature each 
week.

Cookie prasadam has been so successful 
that the Los Angeles sankirtana department 
was able to purchase a huge 48-rack Swedish 
cookie oven that can turn out 6,000 cookies 
an hour, enough to supply the world’s most 
intensive prasadam distribution marathon, 
now underway. Beginning June 3rd, the 
marathon continues through August, in
volving more than 30 devotees, with seven 
tables on weekdays and IS tables on 
weekends.

The cookies are bagged in two sizes. The 
small bags contain five cookies, the large 
bags a dozen. The label reads:

Healthy, Wealthy and Wise Natural 
Foods. This is Sri Krishna Prasadam, 
delicious, healthful vegetarian foodstuffs, 
sanctified by being offered to the Supreme 
Lord, Sri Krishna. By partaking of this food 
you will be spiritually and materially bene
fited. Please chant these names of God: 
Hare Krishna. Hare Krishna, Krishna 
Krishna, Han Hart/ Hare Rama, Hare 
Rama, Rama Rama. Hart Han and your 
life will bt sublime.

Oa a usual S— day at 9 « .& , six of as 
pack Mf a vaa with hawdrads of la p  of

prasadam cookies and cases of plastic— 
bottled lemonade. We go to the Los Angeles 
Zoo, and set up in the most strategic position 
to catch the flow of people through the main 
gates. At first it is quiet, and a few people 
making their way past our table stop to see 
what we are distributing. A  surprising per
centage take prasadam samples, and several 
donate for whole bags. More and more 
people pass, so that by II a.m. we are half 
out o f prasadam.

By noon, flocks of people are rushing into 
the zoo. We call them over, “ Ice cold lemon
ade, cookies—oatmeal and carob chip— 
come on over and try a free sample!” Or, 
“ If you’re feeling tired and a little slow, 
then pick up a sample and go—go—go!”

The devotees are fully engaged collecting 
laksmi, distributing cookies and lemonade, 
and hailing potential prasadam addicts. 
By 3 p.m., people begin pouring out of the 
zoo, right past our table. Until 6 p.m., thou
sands of people leave the zoo in waves, and 
on a good day more than a thousand stop to 
have a sample and pick up some of Lord 
Caitanya’s mercy—at just one table!

So many people come to the zoo to view 
the animals, with no knowledge that the 
sins of those entities have forced them into 
those types of bodies. Lord Caitanya’s 
prasadam distribution program can save 
these people from taking lower births, and 
we are His instruments.

Prasadam distribution among Los Ange
les’ 13,000,000 citizens is a fantastic program 
and can expand unlimitedly. This summer’s 
marathon will undoubtedly bring astound
ing results.

These three 5Vi' x 8 Vi' booklets 
comprise one of the most impressive 
presentations of ISKCON's Vedic  
revival.

The FATE brochure, primarily pho
tos of FATE museum pieces, contains 
praise from actress Julie Christie, 
musicians George Harrison and Ravi 
Shankar, Time magazine, film pro
ducer Robert Wise, and others.

N eo -Ved ic  Architecture  shows 
IS KCON’s most glorious temples 
as well as simhasanas, restaurant In
teriors, and th« proposed Mayapur 
Temple of Understanding.

The A. C. Bhaktivedanta Trust Col
lection, opulently printed on silvered 
paper, presents famous BBT paintings 
and artists.
Prices:
Within U.S.: S3 postpaid per set. Send 
cash, check, or money order.
Outside U. S.: U. S. $5 postpaid per set. 
Send bank draft or international mon
ey order for U. S. currency drawn on 
a bank with an L. A. branch or repre
sentative, or non-U. S. currency, In
cluding $1 currency exchange fee per 
set.

risKCON Office of PuMk Affairs 
3764 Watseka Avenue 

I Los Angeles, CA 90*34 
• USA

I Please send______ set(s) of brochures.

Name:

 ̂ Address:

I City:____________________________

This Swedish gas-fired oven, unloaded by Maha-mantra dasa, can cook 0,000 
cookies an hour. Two varieties of cookie praaadam are distributed at Los Angeles 
tourist attractions, beaches, and shopping malls from seven tables on weekdays and 
15 tables on weekends.

—FATE (First American 
Transcendental Exhibition)

-N e o -V e d ic  Architecture
— The A. C. Bhaktivedanta Trust 

Collection (BBT Art)
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Karma, Reincarnation launch Spanish revolution
More people read Srila Prabhupada's 

books in Spanish than in any other lang- 
guage except English.

Last year the Bhaktivedanta Book 
Trust’ s Spanish Division shipped over
2,700,000 books to 16 countries, includ
ing Spain and the United States—a 30 
percent increase over 1979. This fig
ure represents almost one-half the 
number of English books and maga
zines distributed worldwide in the 
same period. More than 14,000,000 
Spanish books have been distributed 
to date.

“ Last year,”  said Radha-Krsna 
Swami, head of the Spanish BBT, “we 
printed 1,000,000 copies of a new 70- 
page paperback, Karma, and 800,000 
copies o f Reincarnation, another 
small book with the same basic de
sign. These are revolutionary books, 
and already more than 1,000,000 have 
gone out.

“These small books have proven so 
successful that we will print three 
more in the immediate future—each a 
story from Srimad-Bhagavatam:

paperbacks: the Krsna trilogy. Life Comes 
From Life. Science o f  Self-Realization, 
M ed ita tion  and Superconsciousness, 
Beyond Birth and Death. Elevation to Krsna 
Consciousness, Easy Journey to Other 
Planets, and The Perfection o f  Yoga.

“ In Spain," Radha Krsna Swami said.

Su(Kirw(j*«U U #v*i vtikjrn̂ S*jmt
prabhupada

iTt nano uc convìncila Dt owl
LA V©A MC COM«WA Al *•*( f «  , 

I«! T(RM»»A ». MÜH«

tees produce their own books (which he then 
holds up for all to see) so that they can offer 
them to everyone for as little as one-fifth the 
price of a similar book sold in a bookstore. 
This is a most successful form of sankirtana, 
as the majority of the people are very im
pressed with the books, usually take one or 
more and give a donation.

Other Latin American venues for book 
distributors include public squares, private 
homes, airports, bus depots, train stations, 
sidewalks, traffic lights, and gas stations.

“ Each book, once accepted by a Latin 
American, is read on the average by two 
people. Therefore, in one sense, by doubling 
our actual distribution figures, you get a 
better picture," Radha Krsna Swami con
cluded, noting that The Science o f  Self- 
Realization is their most popular book.

Approximately 30 percent of all Spanish 
books are distributed in central and south 
Mexico, 15 percent in Spain, 10 percent in 
the United States, and the remainder in 
Central and South American countries.

SUBSCRIBE
VIDAS WSMMS Y FUTURAS

to the

N«w small books that a rt setting Spanish dis
tribution records: front and back of Reincar
nation—Paat and Future Lives, above, and 
below, Karma—Infallible Juatice.

“ more than 100,000 abridged Gitas have 
been distributed, as well as 500,000 copies 
of a 20-page magazine. Nosotros, (Us)."

In Latin America, more than half of the 
BBT books are distributed on municipal 
buses. Devotees know many o f the bus 
drivers, and generally distribute in full Vais- 
nava dress. A devotee enters the bus, some
times giving the driver some books or a small 
gift, gets all the passengers' attention, and 
then introduces himself and announces his 
intentions.

He explains that as a member of the Hare 
Krishna religion, he is promoting Vedic 
thought and culture. He explains that devo-

ISKCON WORLD REVIEW
—and read all the news of the Hare Krishna Movement—

Mrgari the hunter, which we are calling 
‘The Hunter and the Sage,' the story of 
Citraketu, and the life of Ajamila. Five 
hundred thousand copies of each title are 
scheduled for our initial print run,’' the 
Swami said.

The Spanish BBT has just printed 65,000 
hardbound copies o f The Teachings o f  
Queen Kunti, the revised Bhagavad-gita As 
It Is with new illustrations, and four deluxe 
volumes of Srimad-Bhagavatam.

Other titles in print include six volumes 
of Srimad-Bhagavatam and the following

I l l WANTED
I l f ISKCON W O R L D  RE %:•/•
Saw: VIEW needs a make-up . ■

person. Full-time service |
with the International

, V.

Office of Public Affairs. ■ M

Must have some layout
and graphics experience.
Reply to  Uddhava dasa,
IW R Managing Editor,
3764 W atseka Ave., Los 
Angeles, CA 90034, U.S.

■ H

$15/yr. Z 'T
outside

$20/yr. u.s.
(airmail)

Payment: Within U. S.—cash, check, or money order. Outside U. S.— 
international money order or bank draft drawn on a bank with an L. A 
branch or representative Or send non-U. S. currency in an equivalent 
amount plus $1 currency exchange tee.

1980Bombay PublicAffairs World ConferenceTapes
“On® of the most practical, progressive, and 
productiv« meetings I've ever experienced/'

—Srila Tirthapada

-«& ¡tjfc
w to start a ptfblic affairs 
¿at your center—-counter

act bad press, develop media 
relations, create good publicity, 
cultivate VIPs-Hn other words, 
get into some big preaching!
Besides two-and-a-half hours of 
cassette tapes, your kit includes 
the most important workshop 
material used at th i c o n v e n m * ,

and the final resolutions adopted drawn on • b*nk w|th <n * br*nch orr»pr«*ntative. or
, , i i . i equivalent non-ü. S. currency, ofus SI currency exchange
for worldwide use. i ^  pe r kit.

ISKCON International O ffice of Public Affairs 
3764 Watieka Avenue, Lot Angeles, CA 90034 U.S.A.
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Media: More than 
faceless monster CONCERT

1 TO MiTE
J MAYA 

(^PlTORiUKI

"It's really scary what's happening to young people today.

Personal encounters

T oo often we regard the media as 
intrinsically hostile to the Hare 
Krishna Movement.

Some devotees even feel that the news 
media has agreed on a vast conspira- 
tional plot to destroy us. But experience 
has shown that the press can be educa
ted and even persuaded to help spread 
Krishna Consciousness.

At a press conference two years ago, 
ISK C O N  coined the phrase “ post- 
Jonestown dog-pack journalism”  to 
describe news reports attempting to 
discredit the Hare Krishna Movement. 
Somewhat surprisingly, the phrase 
caught on and the media repeated it 
on many occasions. This indicates 
that the press is capable of criticizing 
itself, and that the news media is not a 
faceless monster, but a collection of 
human beings who are capable of listen
ing and even becoming friends.

When Time photographer Dave 
Anderson covered the grand opening 
ceremonies at Prabhupada’s Palace last 
year, the devotees hosting him learned 
that he had chanted in Tomkins Square 
Park with Srila Prabhupada in 1966.

At the Palace, he ate prasadam with 
great relish. After the ceremony, Tosan 
Krishna prabhu and Jayadvaita Swami 
drove him all the way back to his New 
York apartment. They reminisced 
about the “old days” of Krishna Con
sciousness in New York, and Dave 
offered the devotees all 800 photos 
he had shot at the festival. And just 
before the story was written, Time 
religion editor Richard Osterling con
fided to Tosan Krsna, “ Your phone 
calls to us have made the story more 
favorable to you.”

Life magazine’s six-page cover story 
on New Vrindaban was the result of 
many meetings and many hours of 
preaching, negotiating, and sharing 
prasadam with writer Hillary Johnson 
and photographer Ethan Hoffman. 
Bruce Stannard, Australian producer 
o f 60 Minutes’ “Children of Krishna," 
through his close contact with Cittahari 
prabhu, became a true friend of the 
movement.

On the other hand, when unfair, 
negative articles have appeared, report-

A fter presenting nine pages o f 
c o lo r  photographs, h istory 
o f the abortion issue and argu

ments on both sides, the April 16, 1981 
issue o f Time magazine arrived at the 
fo llow ing conclusion:

A bove  all. abortion is a question 
o f  conscience— inherently a per
sonal matter...m orality cannot, 
and should not, be legislated.... 
F or that reason the pro-choice  
advocates...are m ore in tune with 
the spirit o f  a pluralistic society 
than the p ro -life  coalition, which 
seeks to impose by law a morality  
that is not com m only shared.

bring change of heart
ers and editors, if given some personal 
association, in most cases come to like 
the devotees and respect our movement.

Oftentimes we ask them to contrast 
the intrusion of a devotee upon their 
lives with that of mass advertising. A 
devotee asks people to donate for a 
book which spreads the word of God, 
promotes higher consciousness, and 
improves the quality of life on earth. 
But many corporations— through 
overtly and subliminally seductive 
advertising—lure an innocent public 
into purchasing products like liquor, 
tobacco, and junk foods which are 
extremely injurious to their health 
and their lives.

Newsmen have opinions. If they are 
incorrect, it is up to us to set them right. 
If they have no opinion, we have to 
educate them. After all, they are human 
beings and therefore subject to the four 
principle defects: error, illusion, imper
fect perception, and cheating.

Therefore, if reporters do not read 
Srila Prabhupada’s books or have 
personal contact with devotees, how 
can we expect them to report with accu
racy? Further, they will invariably 
integrate their personal beliefs into 
their reporting. No news reporting 
is without bias.

Personality is a key factor in under
standing practically everything, includ
ing the media. Krishna is a person; 
we are persons. How many times have 
we heard of someone who meets a devo
tee for the first time and, after some 
conversation says, “ You have com
pletely changed my impression of your 
movement.”

We are personalists, and our personal 
meetings with members of the public 
have been the motivating force in 
spreading Lord Krishna’s teachings 
through Srila Prabhupada’s books. 
By remembering the happiness of the 
devotees, people become favorable and 
inclined to read our books, and their 
hearts will change. And if by our per
sonal contacts we are able to change 
the hearts of newsmen or leading opin
ion makers, they may become inspired 
to use their talents and positions to 
help change the hearts of the masses.

Translated into plain English, this 
means that A m erican  wom en who 
want to murder unborn children in 
their wombs should always have the 
legal right to do so; otherwise, America 
would not be a true democracy. The 
current rate o f reported abortions in 
America is about four million a year.

W e can only hope and pray that 
through the efforts o f the Hare Krishna 
Movem ent and pro-life organizations 
worldwide that this inexcusable and un
con sc ion ab le  mass m urder w ill be 
stopped— despite propaganda to the 
contrary by the world’s most widely 
read news magazine.

Hare Krishna!
I have just read your first issue of 

ISKCON WORLD REVIEW and must 
tell you I think it’s pretty wonderful!

It might interest you to know that I 
have made copies of the bottom arti
cle on page 16, Vol. 1, No. 1, “Top 
India scholar praises ISKCON's power, 
purity”—and plan to enclose one in 
each of my letters to state senators 
and representatives here in Connecti
cut, in regard to the recent "guardian
ship” bill which was killed in the 
House last month. This bill would 
make "deprogramming” legal. We 
can't claim a victory yet, as it will rear 
its ugly head when the House con
venes again this fall. I will do all I 
can.

Sincerely,
Polly Perlmutter 
Bloomfield, Connecticut

Editor's Note: Polly Perlmutter is 
the mother o f Sravanananda dasa of 
ISKCO N Calcutta.

Dear Prabhus,
Thank you for your efforts. Only by 

reading Srila Prabhupada-lilamrta do I 
feel more inspired and enlivened, if 
such a comparison can be made. 
Actually, you are presenting the con
tinuation of that //7a, because Prabhu- 
pada's presence is surely felt by the 
devotees who continue to aid him in 
his mission.

The most wonderful thing about 
IWR is that it is teaching devotees 
how to preach...with boldness, sim
plicity, restraint, and intelligence—all 
good qualities which come from being 
Krishna conscious and determined to 
please the spiritual master.

IWR will serve a great function if it 
trains preachers in this way. I am 
most grateful to see this need being 
fulfilled.

I feel like I am sharing the noctar of

the greatest preaching experiences, 
with devotees who write such fine 
articles as "Prince gets mercy" (Jagat- 
purusa) and "Jaladutta II” (Narahari), 
a real cliff-hanger.

Mukunda and Gaura Krsna's article 
on VIP cultivation is first-class instruc
tion and this theme will, I hope, be 
repeated over and over, because it 
will be most effective if heard 
repeatedly.

—Jnanagamya dasa 
FATE East, Detroit

Dear Prabhus,
I must say that myself and all the 

other devotees here in the asrama are 
completely ecstatic over this news
paper. I read it from front to back as 
soon as I saw it and other devotees 
are also relishing its nectar. Certainly 
these pastimes of ISKCON devotees 
all over the world are direct evidence 
that Lord Caitanya is indeed present 
in this Hare Krishna movement.

—Bala Krsna dasa
New Vrindaban
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(jcr Spy t h r i l l e r s  pale  b e fo re  G ita
Master controller 
recruits His agents
By Drutakarma das«

I grew up on the edges of cold war in
telligence and counter-intelligence. 
When I was sixteen, I was living on a 

military base in Germany. My father was 
an intelligence officer. Sometimes I would 
sneak a look in his briefcase and scan the 
satellite photo maps marked with Russian 
fighter bases and missile sites. I would 
quickly read over detailed analyses of the 
latest maneuvers of the Warsaw Pact forces 
in East Europe.

I was spellbound by the papers stamped 
in red. Top Secret, CONFIDENTIAL.

Sometimes in our house the phone would 
ring past midnight. Moments later a staff 
car would come screeching to a halt in the 
street. My father would rush 
out with his briefcase. I’d hear 
about it the next morning on 
the radio. Some new cold war 
crisis.

One time it was a couple of 
generals, the fathers o f some 
of my friends, shot down in a 
plane over East Germany. The 
Communists had jammed their 
radar, the story said, and lured 
them over the border. The latest 
Red surface-to-air missile blasted 
them out of the sky.

That was the world I lived in.
Fighters scrambling, armed with 
nuclear death, and armored 
columns rolling down the auto
bahns to Berlin. But I knew 
that all these movements of men 
and weapons were based on the 
sensitive reports of the intelli
gence officers, who were always 
trying to guess the intentions of 
the enemy, the carefully con
cealed plans for sudden attack.

I developed, during those 
days, the intense desire to know 
the secret and confidential things 
that affect life and death. It's 
been with me ever since— the 
desire to know. Behind the 
headlines, I always knew there 
was more. Much more.

Later, I was at the university 
in Washington, D.C., studying 
international politics, intensive 
Russian, and German (yes, I was planning 
on a career in the CIA), and also dabbled in 
Eastern philosophy. I was fascinated by the 
idea of penetrating into the mysteries of ex
istence and worlds hidden from the view of 
ordinary men. One book I especially liked 
was the Bhagavad-gita.

I first read the Gita in Bonn, Germany, 
in the study of a schoolmate’s father—a 
kindly looking man in his fifties, with a 
brown moustache, sparkly warm blue-grey 
eyes, and shoulder holster. He was 
reputedly in charge of American counter
intelligence in West Germany. Every morn
ing at dawn he played tennis at the embassy 
courts overlooking the Rhine. He had 
ordered assassinations, but in his library, 
along with Flaubert, Goethe and Kissinger, 
was a copy of the Gita.

Years later I got my own copy from a 
disguised Hare Krishna devotee, a secret 
agent you might say. I had to admire the 
tactic o f sending a nice-looking young 
man or woman up to someone in an airport. 
The agent pins on a flower, takes a donation, 
and slips a book into the hand of the target.

The Bhagavad-gita is as full of intrigue, 
mystery, high level politics and diplomacy, 
violence, and secret knowledge as the l?*rst 
best-selling spy thriller. This true story

begins five thousand years ago on a battle
field in northern India. A sinister clique 
masterminded by the blind and aged despot 
Dhrtarastra has maneuvered to take control 
of the entire known world. Dhrtarastra nas 
skillfully cheated the sons of his brother 
Pandu of their rightful share of the king
dom. Finally, the antagonists gathere'. vast 
military forces at Kuruksetra. A half aour 
before the battle, the Gita takes up the lale.

The book begins with a detailed pre-battle 
intelligence report. Dhrtarastra asked his 
secretary to give him a briefing on the tacti
cal situation. By telepathic mystic powers, 
Sanjaya tuned in the battlefield. At this 
moment, the hero of the Bhagavad-gita. the 
young warrior prince Arjuna, asked his 
cousin Krishna, a prince of the Yadu dy
nasty who is serving as his chariot driver, 
to draw the chariot between the armies, so 
he might see the battlefield situation at 
close quarters.

To his intense sorrow and dismay, Arjuna

mouths, revealing his view of things, so 
Krishna arranges the whole world, not just 
on the pages of a book, but in real life as well. 
He arranges a battle at Kuruksetra, and 
introduces His hero Arjuna, just to teach 
the world a lesson. Krishna is the supreme 
novelist. And as the author of a book some
times enters his narrative, Krishna some
times enters into His own creation by His 
supreme will, for the purpose o f imparting 
secret knowledge.

Now the key to any system of secret 
knowledge is classification. Sensitive 
knowledge is restricted, classified—Top 
Secret, CONFIDENTIAL, etc. Knowledge 
is released only to those who are qualified. 
There are varying grades and levels. Every
one can see Krishna's energies at work in 
the display we call the world, but only a 
few know that behind this curtain of illusory 
energy there is a spiritual reality, and that 
they themselves are part of this unseen 
reality, and that the Lord of this reality.

noticed that through the vast complexity of 
diplomacy and politics some of his own 
family members had aligned themselves 
on the side of Dhrtarastra's forces. Dis
heartened at the prospect of killing them, 
Arjuna decided he would not fight, but 
would, instead, leave the battlefield and 
become a renunciant. Now, in the space of 
one-half hour, Krishna had to explain to 
Arjuna His own higher plan, a plan that 
went far beyond the clash of rival parties 
for a kingdom. And he had to fully reveal 
His identity as well.

For Krishna is not simply a powerful 
prince— He is the mastermind of the entire 
creation, the supreme intelligence behind 
the universe, yet at the same time an intense
ly personal and compassionate Supreme 
Being. Krishna is on the battlefield with 
Arjuna, just waiting for him to turn to Him 
for knowledge. He is not the punishing 
absentee God of modern Christian theology. 
Instead He’s a comrade in arms, a person. 
But He reveals Himself fully only to one 
whose surrender to Him is, in military jar
gon, “ unconditional.”

Krishna arranged the battle of Kuruksetra 
Himself. Just as the author of a war novel 
arranges his battle, creates his characters, 
and preaches his philosophy through their

its source and controller, is a person with 
whom they engage in pastimes. It is the 
nature of these pastimes which is the most 
confidential knowledge.

So the Bhagavad-gita is the story o f a 
mission, a secret or confidential mission; 
the mission of Krishna and His devotees 
in the phenomenal world. It's the story 
o f how Krishna, the master controller, 
recruited Arjuna as His agent. Krishna's 
plan was to rid the world of the sinister 
personalities who were plotting to take it 
over. But now, on the eve of the final battle, 
Arjuna’s determination to resist Dhrta- 
rastra’s plot was wavering.

Krishna was determined to install the 
righteous Arjuna and his brothers as rulers 
of the world, but to win the mind of Arjuna, 
Krishna had to lead him out of a tangle of 
doubts, convince him of His superior na
ture, and reveal His plan, step by step. He 
had to answer all his questions, and finally 
leave it up to Arjuna to spread the secret 
knowledge of Krishna's identity as the Su
preme Lord to the whole world.

The first step in recruiting an agent is 
to give him a new identity. You play on 
his dissatisfaction with his present identi
fication, and then bring him to a higher 
realization. Krishna is a spiritual being and

His agents are also spiritual beings. But 
Arjuna was caught up in the thoughts and 
feelings of his mind and body.

Krishna convinced Arjuna that his iden
tity as spirit soul, as eternal servant of the 
Supreme Lord, is millions of times more 
meaningful than any responsibility to his 
bodily relations. Family relations last only 
a few years, but Arjuna’s relationship with 
Krishna is eternal.

Up to then Arjuna had accepted Krishna 
merely as a friend, but now he accepted Him 
as spiritual master.

With their new relationship established, 
Krishna told Arjuna more of His mission 
and what was expected of him. And in great 
detail, Krishna described the character of 
an agent of the Supreme Lord.

Arjuna saw that such a man is prepared 
to accept destruction in the pursuit of his 
duty rather than accept a different kind of 
life. He learned that such a man is ever self- 
satisfied and independent. He has no need 

to depend on any other human 
being. He is steady in success and 
failure. He acts with mind and 
intelligence perfectly controlled. 
He is not disturbed in misery, nor 
elated when there is cause for 
happiness. He is free from at
tachment, fear and anger. He is a 
man for whom happiness and 
distress, heat and cold, honor 
and dishonor are all the same. 
He is a man not bewildered, even 
at the moment of death.

Such a man, a devotee of the 
Lord, the Bhagavad-gita says, is 
always active and daring, very 
much like a secret agent. His 
mission is to penetrate into the 
mysteries of the Absolute Truth. 
And this mission becomes his life 
and soul.

The secret agent, just to save 
his nation’s people from destruc
tion, goes to find out the enemy’s 
secrets. And he gets a medal. 
Krishna's agent seeks out the 
knowledge that will free all men 
from the ever-present miseries 
o f death, old age, and disease. 
And his reward is also great.

The Supreme Lord told Ar
juna that all the living beings 
are actually His eternal, frag
mented parts—just like sparks 
coming from a fire. But some of 
the sparks had fallen away, and 
are now caught in the dark world 

of ignorance. It is the duty of Krishna’s 
agents to restore them to their original spiri
tual nature.

But there are villains who try to keep 
the people in ignorance. Krishna tells Ar
juna, “These demons say that this world is 
unreal, there is no foundation, there is no 
God in control.

“ Following such conclusions the demons, 
who are lost to themselves and who have no 
intelligence, engage in unbeneficial, horrible 
works meant to destroy the world. They 
take shelter of insatiable lust, pride, and 
false prestige.”

And today we can hardly ignore their 
wondrous feats. They have invented atom 
bombs and heroin, dynamite, abortions, and 
all kinds of other fantastic products like the 
machine gun, gasoline, and plastic. They 
are sworn to unclean work. All we ever hear 
about is their dirty political and corporate 
deals. They believe that the purpose of life 
is to gratify the senses until death. They are 
bound by thousands of desires, by lust, and 
anger. They secure money by illegal means, 
by their Bahamian casinos, international 
gold selling intrigues, and stock market 
ripoffs, or just plain robbery. And they

Spy thrfll«r*/p 6
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I

...Spy thrillers
are always looking for a few billion more. 
Whether they are government leaders, cor
porate heads, or crime kingpins, unless 
they turn to God and serve Him, they are 
all bound up in the networks of illusion, 
impudent and deluded by their ill-gotten 
wealth. Krishna told Arjuna that He casts 
such men into the most hellish forms of life.

But Krishna also told His agent not to 
fear. “ In all activities just depend on Me, 
and work always under my protection.” 

These are Krishna’s final instructions to 
His agents: “ If you do not listen to Me, you 
will be falsely directed. Under illusion you 
will decline to act under My direction, but 
compelled by your nature you will act all 
the same, but for the enemy.**

The agent, of course, cannot be forced to 
take up the mission. It is entirely up to him.

But Krishna promises: “Just surrender unto 
Me. Don’t fear anything. I will protect 
you."

As for the secret of secrets, Krishna said: 
“This confidential knowledge may not be 
explained to those who are not austere, or 
devoted, or engaged in devotional service, 
nor to anyone who is envious of me.“

So Arjuna had passed these tests, and 
took up this missioh of Krishna’s agents 
throughout all time—to uncover this confi
dential knowledge hidden within their hearts, 
and to teach others to do the same.

And today many people (the exact num
ber is classified) have taken up this same 
mission. They are functioning as Krishna's 
agents in the battle against the forces of 
darkness in the world. They are operating 
on every continent, in every town and vil
lage. More than that I cannot say. It’s 
classified information.

ÇovincCas

'R g á l a u r a n t

more' than 
12,000 plates 
of pmsadam soidL

2-1245 B EañCOffDt. 
5anta Cruz, CA 
S S O G z

(4 0 8 ) 4 7 5 -9 8 3 3

Jewelry 
and Gems &

# ! %

Navaratna planetary jewelry is custom- 
made to your particular needs, tailored to 
your personality.

We are also investment gem specialists, 
offering the foremost hedge against in
flation. Because of all commodities, gems 
are the most desirable and rare; they have 
had a steadily increasing international 
market value over the centuries. Gems 
are the best investment in the universe.

N ow  ava ilab le  at:
354A North Coast Hwy. 
Laguna Beach, CA 
92651
Tel. (714) 494-4606

JEW ELERS A N D  GEMOLOGISTS
Richard S. Brown, Jr.—Director and Gemologist 

Direct Mine Representatives

THE BHAKTIVEDANTA FELLOWSHIP
DISCOVER THE UNIVERSAL APPLICATION OF KRISHNA CONSCIOUSNESS 

ACCORDING TO THE TEACHINGS OF HIS DIVINE GRACE 
A. C. BHAKTIVEDANTA SWAMI PRABHUPADA

ADVERTISE
in the ISKCON WORLD REVIEW

—read by more than 5,000 
devotees and friends of 

ISKCON worldwide.
Rates: 

Full page
V4 .

V*
Vi

$250
$150
$80
$40

Send check or money order (in U. S. funds) with 
your ad-wording or camera-ready copy to:

ISKCON W ORLD REVIEW  
3764 Watseka Avenue 
Los Angeles, CA 90034 
USA

Hare Krishna: Documenting the Issue
Within U. 5. . Send cash, check, or money 
order. Outside U. S.: Send bank draft

BHAKTIVEDANTA INSTITUTE

PROVING SCIENTIFICALLY THAT LIFE 
COMES FROM LIFE. EVENING 

CLASSES, LIBRARY. AND DISCUSSION 
GROUPS. MEET BHAKTISVARUPA 

DAMODARA SWAMI PH.D., AUTHOR 
AND DIRECTOR OF THE INSTITUTE. 
1403 WILLARD ST., SAN FRANCISCO. 

CALIFORNIA 94117. TEL: (415) 661-0663

THE HIGHER TASTE
AYURVEDA RESOURCE CENTER FOR 

NATURAL LIVING. THE WESTERN 
WORLD S FIRST CENTER FOR 
AYURVEDA, ANCIENT INDIA’S 

SCIENCE OF LIFE, THE PARENT OF 
ALL NATURAL HEALING SYSTEMS. 

FREE LECTURES. WORKSHOPS, AND 
CLASSES, RARE LIBRARY OF 

AYURVEDIC BOOKS FROM INDIA. AND 
A NATURAL FOODS RESTAURANT. 

775 FREDERICK ST., SAN FRANCISCO, 
CALIFORNIA 94117 TEL: (415) 661-7290

GOVINDA'S RESTAURANT
THE BEST TRADITIONAL VEDIC 

COOKING DINE AND RELAX IN A 
BEAUTIFUL ATMOSPHERE 

2-1245B EAST CLIFF DRIVE, SANTA 
CRUZ, CALIFORNIA 95062 

TEL: (408) 475-9833

THE SEVEN MOTHERS

DEDICATED TO ESTABLISHING THE 
TRUE POSITION OF WOMAN IN 

SOCIETY. SERVING SIMPLE, TASTY 
DINNERS AND BEVERAGES.

86 CARL ST. AT COLE, IN THE UPPER 
HAIGHT AREA, SAN FRANCISCO. 

CALIFORNIA 94117. TEL: (415)566-0663

JAGANNATHA S CART 
NATURAL FOODS

IN THE HEART OF DOWNTOWN SAN 
FRANCISCO. FAST, DELICIOUS 

VEGETARIAN LUNCHES AND ANCIENT 
VEDIC RECIPES; MADE WITH LOVE 

AND THE FINEST INGREDIENTS.
57 JESSIE ST., BETWEEN FIRST AND 

SECOND, AND MARKET AND MISSION 
STREETS. SAN FRANCISCO, 

CALIFORNIA 94105 TEL: (415)495-3083

VRINDAVAN BOUTIQUE
IN THE HEART OF DOWNTOWN SANTA 

CRUZ. TEAS. INDIAN CLOTHES. 
INCENSE, DEVOTIONAL ITEMS. AND 

OTHER CULTURAL IMPORTS.
1549 PACIFIC AVENUE. SANTA CRUZ, 

CALIFORNIA 95060

This book of positive statements and 
news clippings about the Hare Krishna 
movement was first produced to counter 
the “ brainwashing” myth of the “depro
grammers." Included are over 100 pages 
of statements and articles by:

•Scholars (7 items)
•Mental Health Professionals (5 items) 
•Theologians and Clergymen (4 items) 
•Devotees’ Parents (11 items)
•Indian Leaders (16 items)

Also contains:
•Humanitarian Programs (9 items) 
•Krishna Consciousness and 
Religious Liberty (6 items) 

•Miscellany (12 items)

Only $12, postpaid within U. S.
$15 out«ide U. S.

or international money order for U. S. 
currency drawn on a bank with an L. A. 
branch or representative, or non-U. S. 
currency, including exchange fee o f
SI per book.

ISKCON Office o f Public Affairs 
3764 Watseka Ave.
Los Angeles, CA 90034 USA

Name: ______________________________

Address: _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

City: ________________________________

Country: ____________________________

CHANGE YOUR WORK INTO DEVOTION. BHAKTI-YOGA—CONTACT 
ATREYA RISHI, FOUNDER/DIRECTOR OF BHAKTIVEDANTA 

FELLOWSHIP AND INTIMATE DISCIPLE OF 
HIS DIVINE GRACE A. C. BHAKTIVEDANTA SWAMI PRABHUPADA.  

CALL THE BHAKTIVEDANTA FELLOWSHIP AT (408) 664-7783.
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THE MAYAPUR FOUNDATION
• . Sakhyam—consid 
•ring  the Lord one's 
best triend. \

The Lotus of 
Sridham Navadvlp

7. Dasyam—becom- 
a servant of the Lord

9. Atma-nlvadanam-
surrendering every
thing to the Lord

1. Sravanam—hear
ing the Holy Name of 
the Lord.

6. Vandanam—offer 
ing prayers to the 
Lord.

2. Klrtanam—Chant
ing the Holy Name

3. Smaranam—
remembering the 
Lord

5. Arcanam—worship 
of the Deity

4. Pada-tevanam—
attachment to the 
Lotus Feet of the 
Lord

The world’s largest selection of fine 
quality incense is now available to devo
tees at the best possible prices! And our 
profits go to the Mayapur Foundation to 
build the Temple of Understanding en
visioned by Srila Prabhupada!

All grades of incense are available for 
use in Temple, Deity Worship, Asrama,
Home, Gift Shop, and on Sankirtana, 
including fine and commercial Indian 
Agarbathi, and the following brands:
Spiritual Sky, Scented Garden, Olfac
tory, Primo, Gonesh, Peterscents, and 
Mother Nature.

Balarama’s Enterprises Inc.
P. O. Box 8 
Rodeo, CA »4572

Call Archananda da» today for special devotee price*!
U. S. Toll Free: 800-227-2966 
California
and Abroad: (415) 548-3533 s ^ 0 ?

ò.o

■yaiJ
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'Beelzebub’ fumes as mantra 
melts heart of Paris gendarme
By Indradyumna Swaml

PA R IS — I was distributing on the 
12th floor of the Paris IBM building, 
dressed in robes. People were sur
prised to see me, but I was doing quite well.

Suddenly, the elevator opened and a big 
man walked out and yelled, “What is this, 
what are you doing here?”

" I ’ m distributing this transcendental 
literature,” I said.

“ No one comes in here and does this, so 
get out, or I’ll throw you out on your head!” 

“ Well, in that case. I’ll be glad to leave,” 
I said. So I went to the elevator and said, 
“ Hare Krishna,” and went down to the sixth 
floor and distributed, and then the fifth. 
People were very receptive and I had dis
tributed a lot of books, when I felt a tap on 
my shoulder.

going to throw you back down,” the security 
man bellowed.

Immediately I thought o f Prahlad Maha
raja being attacked by the demons, so I 
took out my beads and began chanting Hare 
Krishna.

“Just look at this crazy boy,” he yelled, 
“ this cult, just look what they're doing. I’m 
going to get the police and press charges, and 
you’re going to be in big trouble.”

I kept chanting Hare Krishna. As he left 
to call the police, he advised his four men, 
“ If he tries to get up, smash him!”  I chanted 
a few rounds, until I heard sirens and saw 
flashing blue lights. About 10 cops ran in, 
yelling, “ Where is he? Where is this guy? 
What’s going on?”

The security man came and said, “ Yes, 
I tried to throw him out three times. He’s 
selling these books. I told him to leave, and 
now I want you to do something!”

‘Suddenly the elevator opened and a huge 
demon flew out with four big goons behind 

him. It looked like the end of creation. 
They threw me down. . . . Immediately I  

thought of Prahlad Maharaja. . .9
“ Boy, if you don't get out of here in the 

next two seconds... I’ve given you two warn
ings and you’d better get out!"

All the people were shocked; he said he 
would accompany me down the elevator, 
but I closed the doors before he could get 
in. As I was going down, I heard him 
screaming, “ What is this? Where is he 
going?”

I got to the ground floor and was thinking 
it would take him some time to come down, 
so I walked to the reception desk and said, 
“ Madam, would you be interested in looking 
at these books?"

“Oh, perhaps. What are they?" She 
became enchanted with Srila Prabhupada’s 
books and wanted to know more. I was 
thinking, / only have seconds before this 
man comes. What am / going to do? I 
couldn’t decide, so I just began preaching. 
She asked questions, and I forgot about 
the security man.

Suddenly the elevator opened and a huge 
demon flew out with four big goons behind 
him. It looked like the end of creation.

They threw me down. I tried to get up 
and he picked me up and threw me down 
again. “ Every time you try to get up, I’m

MUSICIANS
I’m looking fo r talented rock musicians who want to 
preach Krishna Consciousness. I’ve made excellent 
original, commercial, Krishna conscious 24-track demo 
tapes, and want to put together a band for live perfor
mance. If you want to practice, record, and perform in Los 
Angeles, if you’re mature and serious, If you regularly hear 
and chant about Krishna, and if you are expert at bass, 
lead or rhythm guitar, multi-keyboards, drums, or back
ground vocals, please contact me immediately.

Nalini-Kantha dasa 
3125 Canfield Avenue 
Los Angeles, CA 90034 
Phone: (213) 558-4366

“These are all symptoms," I said. “The 
root cause is that the people are not loving 
God. If love of God is there, all these symp
toms, this diseased condition, will be cured.” 

Everyone became silent and listened as I 
preached. Finally, the leader asked, “What’s 
the practical solution?"

“ It’s to chant the holy names of God— 
Hare Krishna, Hare Krishna, Krishna 
Krishna, Hare Hare/ Hare Rama, Hare 
Rama, Rama Rama, Hare Hare.”

“ What was that?” I repeated the mantra, 
and in this way he heard krsna-katha and 
the holy name, and his heart softened. After 
a moment, he said, “All right, men. stop

¿he truck. Let this gentleman out."
He picked up my books that had fallen 

on the floor and put them in my bag. 
“ Boy,”  he said, “you can go.”

“ Sir, thank you very much. I didn’t expect 
this," I said.

“ I didn't either, but I understand better 
now. You can go.”

“ I’d like to give you an invitation to our 
temple here. You can come every Sunday to 
our free dinners and philosophy classes.”

“ I just might,”  he said.
I got out and they drove off. I walked 

about one-half mile back to the IBM build
ing. I made it a point to chant Hare Krishna 
loudly as I walked by. The big demon was 
there, and when he saw me he became so 
full of anxiety that I was back on the job, 
distributing Prabhupada’s books, that he 
turned white with fury. I thought I saw 
smoke coming from his ears.

The REVIEW  will print one sankirtana 
nectar story monthly. Please send yours!

“ Don’t worry,” the leader said, “we’ll 
lock this guy up for a good long time for 
peddling in an office building.”

These policemen picked me up and rough
ly half-dragged, half-carried me to their 
van. They threw me in and then all got in 
around me. As I was flying into the van, 
I could see the big goon, his hands on his 
hips, laughing like a madman.

We drove about one block and the chief 
officer said, “ Do you know what you’ve 
doneT

“Officer, I don’t think I’ve committed 
any crime," I said. “ I'm just preaching God 
consciousness, just trying to distribute my 
spiritual master’s books.”

“ What do you mean, you don’t think 
you’ve done anything?"

“Sir, I’m trying to distribute these books. 
People need to understand this knowledge. 
People are suffering because they don't 
have this spiritual knowledge."

“ People are suffering?" he asked.
“ Can’t you see? You’re a police officer— 

you see people suffering. They are suffering 
because they have forgotten God."

“ No,” he said, “ there’s crime and violence 
and there’s drugs.”

WANTED 
Arabic-Book Distributors

Strong, serious d evo 
tees to distribute Arabic 
Gita  and Isopanisad in 
M id d le  East. Y o u ’ ll 
r e a l ly  g e t  th e  m ercy  
in this exotic  and dan
g e ro u s  land .

A p p ly :

T r ib h u v a n a th a  dasa, 
Bhaktivedanta M anor, 
L e t c h  m o r e  H e a t h ,  
W a t f o r d ,  H e r t f o r d 
shire WD28EP,England.

IWhen the media asks for the! 
facts about the Hare Krishnal 

¡movement, what do you do? 
IUMK-1, of course!

UMK-1: The Universal Media Kit
I HERE'S WHAT YOU GET—

•Six first-class, black-and-white glossy photographs showing ISKCON  
activities around the world, including captions. A ll photos are suitable fo r  
newspapers, magazines, and television.
* Eleven pages o f perfect, media-ready copy. Use as is fo r  all English-lan- 

I guage media; easily adaptable to any other language.
* Headings include: mm m  ■  ■■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■

ISKCON Office o f Public Affairs 
3764 Watseka Avenue 
Los Angeles, CA 90034
USA

• Philosophy and Practices
• Lifestyle and Dress
• History I Statistics

(includes worldwide figures)
• Farm Communities 
•Festivals
•Food and Restaurants 
•Church Government
• Publications

* Three pages o f  comprehensive 
instructions and ideas fo r using 
UM K-l.

Price: U. S. $5.00 
postpaid per kit 

(photos only—$3.00) ®
Within V. S.: tend caah, check, or b o o « ;  order. _  

I Outside V. S.: tend bank draft or International |  
I money order for U. S. currency drawn on a bank 

L. A. branch or representative, or 
I non-U. S. currency, including SI currency ex- I  
chante fee par Ut.

Please send_____
postpaid per kit.

.UM K-l(s)at U .S .$5

.photo set(s) at U. S.Please send__
S3 postpaid per set.

Total amount of order: U. S. $________
Foreign currency add U. S. $1 exchange 
fee.

Name.

Address.

City.

Country.
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PHOTO BONANZA SALE
NEW LOW PRICES

WPs FIRST-CLASS 8" x 10" COLOR PRINTS Temple Store

...Mukunda’s
Australia himself, Malcolm Fraser, gave a donation to 
MukumU’s.

Mukunda’s employs a resident psychologist and several 
counselors who often refer young drug users to the reha
bilitation applications program at Bhaktivedanta Asrama, 
IS K. CON's 100-acre farming community on the Colo River 
near Windsor.

Australia wins zonal 
public affairs award
SRI M A YA PU R —The Australasian zone, New Vrindaban, 
and Jagat-purusa prabhu were named the winners of the 
first Annual Public Affairs Awards at this year’s Mayapur 
festival.

On behalf of his zone, Prabhupada-Kripa Goswami ac
cepted a large bronze plaque for their successful reversal of 
public opinion during 1980. Prabhupada’s Palace and New 
Vrindaban, under the direction of Srila Bhaktipada, won the 
temple award for their contribution to ISKCON’s world
wide recognition, and Jagat-purusa prabhu received the 
individual devotee prize for public affairs/media-related 
work. Among his many outstanding achievements was 
organization of Bhakti Kala Ksetra, Bombay’s center for 
the performing arts, through which renowned celebrities 
in the fields of music, dance, and drama engage their talents 
in the service of Krishna.

CLASSIFIEDS
Worii wMh la ia 'i top un§en, dancer*, 
musicians Positions available for gen. 
administrator, administrative assistant 
with Bhakti Kate Ksetra. ISKCON 
Bombay's Society for the Performing 
Arts. Jagat Purusa data, Bhakti Kala 
Ksetra, Hare Krishna Land, Juhu, 
Bombay. 400054 India.

Sri Mayafm  Cantoris Sc 
Faad needs your donations to provide 
much-needed God-centered education 
to the children of West Bengal. Sri 
Mayapur Gurukute, P. O. Sri Mayapur, 
Dial Nadia, W Bengal-741313.

GriUMta couple to help ISKCON pyra
mid house preaching project, Topanga, 
California, 20 miles from L. A. Sepa
rate house, country setting. Rent $395. 
Apply 20395 Callon Drive, Topanga, 
CA 90290 USA

VMn  career. Join ISKCON’s most 
exciting project, I TV—the ISKCON 
Television Network. Technicians, 
writers, producers, editors, and pro
duction assistants needed. ITV, 8500 
Higuera St., Culver City. CA 90230.

Bhaktlvedaata Archives. Immediate 
position, female devotee, full-time in 
photo lab. No experience necessary. 
Rajendranatha dasa. Bhaktivedanta 
Archives. 9711 Venice Blvd., Los 
Angeles. CA 90034.

Urgently needed for Back To Godhead  
magazine! Any Pentax camera equip
ment, preferably Pentax MX bodies, 
motor drives, and lenses (Pentax or 
other brands) that will fit Pentax bayo
net mounts. Also needed: Vivitar 283 or 
285 flash units, plus any accesories. Call 
Yamaraja collect at (215) 848-2350.

CLASSIFIED RATE: S.5# U . S. per word.

“Motivation to stay off drugs permanently.”

Mukunda’s psychologist. James Scarauo, a graduate 
of Sydney’s MacQuarie University, has high praise for the 
project. “ I have seen many remarkable changes in the drug 
users and alcoholics who utilize the center. Mukunda’s 
gives them friends, a forum where they can gather and ex
change ideas, a sense of purpose to live constructive lives, 
and the strength to become free from their bad habits,” 
he said.

“ Most programs try merely to return an addict to a ‘nor
mal’ level of communication with society. But bhakti-yoga 
teaches him to respect himself spiritually, and to see that 
progress doesn’t end with getting a job or blending with the 
mainstream of society. Many people who come here become 
vegetarian, and the number who come off drugs is startling,” 
Scarano said.

Wendy Saddington, a blues singer well-known in Aus
tralian jazz circles, sings (to the customers' delight) two 
nights a week as a public service. “ I know the drug culture 
inside and out,” she said. “ It’s killing our young people, 
but Mukunda’s is a real ray of hope.”

SAVE ON QUANTITY ORDERS

Queen Elizabeth II 
in Hyde Park, London 

(B & W only) $2.50

Pope lohn Paul II 
in Nairobi, Kenya 

$5

Life’s May 1980 
New Vrindaban Cover 

$5

British Prime Minister 
Margaret Thatcher 

$5

Any 4 - 10% off 
5-10 - 15% ” 

10-25 - 20% ” 
over 25 - 25% ”

postage
extra

up to 4 photos 
5-10 "  
10-25 ” 

over 25 ’ ’

Postage & Handling

U. S. non-U. S. 
$1 $2 

1.75 2.75 
2.50 5.00 

no charge! 5.00

Within U. S.: send cash, check, or m oney o rder.
Outside U. S.: send bank d ra ft or in te rna tiona l m oney order fo r 
U. S. currency drawn on a bank w ith  an L. A. branch or 
representative, o r non-U . S. currency at the  cu rren t rate of 
exchange, in c lu d in g  $1 exchange lee fo r every  $.5 o f order

Other sizes available 
Prices on inquiry

ISKCON International Office 
of Public Affairs 

3764 Watseka Avenue 
Los Angeles, CA 90034

«saeMKaæTCja 11,111

Samsara Dioramas—Portable Preaching
FIRST

A M ER IC A N
TRAN SCEN DEN TAL

EXH IB IT IO N

T£
Gfyudkn

Handcrafted complete with 
fold-up case, wheels, and 
table-height legs—only $600. 
37"H x 46"W x 25"D; 85 lbs.

3764 Watseka Avenue 
Los Angeles, CA 90034 
USA
(213) 559-6173
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B
O M B AY— Hema Malini, the 
top Indian film star, has joined 
the ranks o f ISKCON's big book 

distributors. Recently she passed out 
more than 120 big books in a half-hour 
and collected nearly Rs. 5,000, more 
than S600.

The occasion was a Bharat Natyam 
classical dance recital at ISKCO N 
Bombay’s Bhakti Kala Ksetra center 
for the performing arts, and she was the 
host.

Bombay Public Affairs Director 
Jagat-purusa invited Hema to distrib
ute books during the intermission. 
Devotees had prepared a display of 
English, Hindi, and Gujarati Bhaga- 
vad-gitas, along with complete sets of 
Srimad-Bhagavatam and Sri Caitanya- 
caritamrta.

When the curtains reopened. Temple 
President Giriraja Swami and Hema 
Malini were seated behind a table on 
stage, flanked by the book display. 
Yogesvara prabhu of Back To God
head was standing at the front with a 
microphone and welcomed everyone to 
the center. Giriraja Swami gave a short 
talk and then Yogesvara invited the 
audience to take a once-in-a-lifetime 
opportunity and receive from the hand 
of Hema Malini the book of their 
choice. A donation was requested.

After a brief interval, one gentleman 
® requested two complete sets of books! 
| Hema autographed the first volume of 
3 each, and thereafter, nearly everyone 
| came forward for their own copies. 
| signed “ Hare Krishna, from Hema 
> Malini.”

Indian film star whirlwind book distributor

GBC OKs architecture, farm ministries
Last month, our story on the 198! Mayapur GBC com

mittee report by the initiating spiritual masters told o f  GBC 
decisions regarding the nomination and appointment o f  new 
gurus. This month, provisional orders—the results o f  which 
are studied one year later—and several new laws fo r  the 
current year, 495 Caitanya Era, are presented.

GBC officers
Srila Bhavananda Goswami has been named GBC chair

man. Other officers include Bhaktisvarupa Damodara 
Maharaja, vice-chairman, and Pancadravida Maharaja, 
secretary. A special “ vote o f thanks” was extended to the 
outgoing chairman, Srila Bhagavan Goswami.

Ymdavana samadhi
The installation of Srila Prabhupada’s deity form in the 

Vrndavana samadhi will be on his disappearance day this 
November. All GBC’s will attend.

Lord Caitanya’» 500th anniversary
Gaura Purnima, 1986, will be the beginning of a ten-year 

celebration of Lord Caitanya’s advent as yuga-avatara 
and eternal founder of the Hare Krishna Movement.

A special celebration observance committee, including 
non-GBC members, will be formed to plan and coordinate 
worldwide celebrations via local and national committees 
of life members and congregational members in conjunction 
with ISKCON centers. The group will also organize with 
other sects and groups in India that recognize Lord Caitanya.

1982 festival
Next year’s Mayapur-Vrndavana festival will include 

programs in New Delhi.
A four- or five-day parikrama o f Navadvipa, in the style 

of one held by Srila Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati Thakur in 
1932 (described in Srila Prabhupada-lilamrta Vol. 1), will 
highlight the Mayapur festival next year. Tents will accom
modate everyone at each overnight stop. As many senior 
Vaisnavas as possible are requested to attend.

Sankirtana and preaching
Bir Krsna Maharaja of Miami was appointed editor of the 

weekly Sankirtan Newsletter, the official record of world
wide book distribution.

The Nama Hatta and congregational membership pro

grams were recognized as an integral part ot ISKCON’s 
overall preaching effort and are recommended to be adopted 
wherever possible.

ISKCON Food Relief (IFR)
This year was declared ISKCON Food Relief Year. All 

temples are under order to clear up past dues, and make 
their monthly contributions on time. By a related new law, 
each GBC zonal secretary will declare one day each year 
the zonal IFR day, and conduct an IFR marathon collection.

Bhaktivedanta Institute
According to Srila Prabhupada's desire, the Bhakti

vedanta Institute for Higher Studies was declared as the 
authoritative organ for publishing and preaching in the 
field of higher education. The Institute will work with one 
devotee in each zone or country, who will be in contact with 
local academicians and scientists. In the coming months, 
the Bhaktivedanta Institute will also be researching and 
approving nature studies textbooks for gurukula use.

New ministries
Two new ministries were created this year. Surabhir 

Abhipalayantam Maharaja was appointed Minister of 
Architecture and Construction. His primary responsibility 
will be to oversee internationally funded construction pro
jects, such as Srila Prabhupada's Vrndavana and Mayapur 
samadhis, and give annual reports to the GBC on their 
status. In a related manifesto, the GBC stated that existing 
projects should be completed before any new ones are begun.

Paramananda prabhu, Gita-nagari farm president, was 
appointed Minister o f Farms, and is to be consulted on 
all farm projects, especially the initial purchase of land and 
cows. The Farm Ministry replaces the Agriculture Ministry.

New sannyasis
In 1980, the GBC voted to withhold initiations for two 

years, but exceptions were made this year in the case of 
two devotees Srila Prabhupada personally recommended: 
Madana Manohara Maharaja o f Mexico City and Gopala 
Krsna Goswami, GBC.

Internal publications
An ISKCONwide newspaper was proposed, with the 

purpose of spreading among devotee« news of ISKCON’s

worldwide activities in all fields. (The present publication 
is our humble attempt to fu lfil! this order—editors.) The 
GBC also recommended at least rough translations for dis
tribution in non-English speaking countries.

A  revised Handbook o f  Krishna Consciousness by Srila 
Satsvarupa Goswami will be published by the British BBT.

Jayadvaita Swami, Senior Editor of Back to Godhead 
magazine, was asked to edit a collection of Srila Prabhu
pada’s letters for the benefit of devotees, tentatively titled 
Your Ever Well- Wisher.

Also authorized was Education Minister Jagadisa prabhu's 
Handbook on Gurukula.

Life Membership
The International Life Membership Trust will continue 

to compile a directory of guestroom facilities at ISKCON 
centers, and seek their improvement.

Book purchase
Contingent on the price and GBC approval o f Dr. Stillson 

Judah’s revised edition of Hare Krishna and the Counter 
Culture, ISKCON will agree to purchase about 5,000 unsold 
copies of the original 1974 edition so the new one may be 
published.

ISKCON Constitution
Vancouver Temple President Bahudak prabhu and Jay

advaita Swami will consult with Jagadisa on the proposed 
ISKCON constitution and make recommendations.

Indian multizonal district
Mahamsa Maharaja will be added to the all-India Man

agement Board.

GBC appointments
The only new GBC appointment was Mahamsa Swami 

o f Hyderabad, India.

yarnasrama college
Jagadisa prabhu will prepare an outline on the concept 

o f a varnasrama college for the 1982 GBC meetings

Editor’s Note: The next issue o f  IW R  willfeature a compre
hensive chart listing the zonal assignments o f  GBCs 
throughout the world.
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Has this book changed Reagan’s heart?
By Varuthapa data

One Saturday morning in late 1977 I was distributing at the 
St. Louis airport and noticed excited people scampering down 
the concourse. I asked a man what was happening. “ Reagan’s 
just arrived!”  he said. I remembered— Ronald Reagan: the 
B-movie actor of the 50s who had become a two-term governor 
of California.

Along came Reagan and his clan, surrounded by hoards of 
newsmen. He was campaigning on behalf o f a local Republican 
candidate for Congress, but with the ultimate goal o f getting 
his party’s 1980 nomination for the Presidency.

They began staging an interview. I searched through my books 
and picked Srimad-Bhagavatam, Seventh Canto Part Three, 
with the chapters, “The Perfect Society” and “ Instructions for 
Civilized Human Beings.” When the first opportunity arose, I 
walked over, and catching his eye, gave him the book and began 
showing him the contents.

He quickly seized the book and signed it, thinking that I 
wanted his autograph, then tried to give it back to me. I con
tinued showing him the pictures, smiling, but he was really

smiling. 1 continued politely, but he seemed to want to get rid 
of me.

He started saying, “Thank you, thank you, thank you very 
much,” his voice building in a crescendo, until finally he held 
the book up in the air for the TV cameras and did several 180° 
turns! At the end of his act, he handed the book to an aide and 
the whole party moved on to waiting limosines and an afternoon 
of politicking.

In the evening, 1 was waiting near the end of a moving walkway 
for someone to approach, when suddenly Reagan and his men 
appeared. There was another aide holding the Bhagavatam, 
and their muted smiles of acknowledgement, including Reagan's, 
indicated that perhaps a certain seed had taken root in their 
hearts—“ ...for no one can escape the unique loving network 
of Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu." (Cc. Adi 7.37)

Although it is impossible to say how receiving Srila Prabhu- 
pada's book has changed Reagan’s heart, it is interesting to note 
that as Governor of California, he had signed into law the 
nation’s most liberal abortion bill, but has since regretted it, 
and as President, has become a supporter of unborn childrens’ 
right to life. He recently nominated a like-minded woman to 
the Supreme Court, which may in the future rule on the issue.

Archives BBT’s heart; 
source of all nectar 
on Srila Prabhupada

The extreme importance of the recorded 
words and images of Srila Prabhupada to 
the future of the Krishna1 Consciousness 
movement makes the Bhaktivedanta Ar
chives in Los Angeles one of ISKCON’s 
most essential projects.

While practically no topics are left un
touched by Srila Prabhupada’s writings, 
the tape recordings of his daily lectures 
and conversations expand on them infi
nitely, and the reams of letters he wrote 
to his numerous, inquisitive disciples satis
fied all their questions about the material 
and spiritual worlds. These letters also 
give instructions how to manage a transcen
dental movement with a 10,000-year future.

And finally, Srila Prabhupada, whose 
every image is considered worshipable by 
the disciple, was a spiritual master of count
less expressions. He left many expansions 
of himself in the form of photographs, films, 
and videotapes.

The Bhaktivedanta Archives is the repos
itory of all this priceless treasure, 

and five devotees work full time 
processing and preserving all 
the material, with several part- 

time assistants.

Besides 
more than 
700 different 
60- and 90- 
minute cas
sette tapes of 
S rila  P rab hu - 
pada's spoken 
word compris
ing the Bhakti
vedanta Tape 
Ministry cata
logue, more 
than 500 orig
inal record

ings are sitting on shelves unheard, and 
previously unknown tapes keep trickling in. 
Parama-rupa prabhu, tape ministry man
ager, unveils three new releases each week, 
treated with the latest noise reduction and 
equalization equipment.

Archive recordings of Srila Prabhupada 
made possible five major BBT publications: 
The Teachings o f  Lord Kapila (1977), The 
Teachings o f  Queen Kunti (1978), Life 
Comes From Life (1979), The Path o f  Per
fection (1979), and Search fo r  Liberation 
(1981). Scores more will follow 

On file at the archives are more than 7,000 
of Srila Prabhupada’s letters, either orig
inals or copies of originals. Srila Satsvarupa 
dasa Goswami draws extensively on this 
file in writing his multivolume biography 
on Srila Prabhupada.

Archives letters also serve as the source 
of great inspiration for devotees to preach 

and distribute books, 
referred to constantly by 
leaders for making de- 
and forming policies, 
archives also contains 

than 20.000 color 
and 6,000 black-and- 
white negatives o f 
S rila  Prabhupada 

and his pastimes. Ap
proximately 10 hours 
of film and 20 hours of 

videotape are another 
part o f the visual record. 
Each year, previously un

seen photos are used to produce 
Srila Prabhupada’s Vyasa-puja 
book. The film and video footage 
is gradually being released on 
v id eo ca sse tte s  by IS K C O N  
Television.

More than 250,000 other pic
tures relating to ISKCON are on 
file, including color transparencies 
and separations of the artwork 

that has appeared in Bhakti
vedanta Book Trust (BBT) publi

vigorously 
and are 
ISKCON 
cisions 

The 
more 
slides

San Francisco, 1967: Srila Prabhupada leads »anklrtana In Golden Gate Park 
Left: Invoking Lord .Caitanya on a San Francisco beach.

cations over the years, and which must be 
used again to print new editions. The ar
chives serves Back to Godhead magazine 
and BBT divisions all over the world with 
this portion of its collection.

With practically an ocean of Srila Prab
hupada nectar on hand, the archives devo
tees are anxious that everyone will be able 
to associate with him—the archives is not 
meant to be a musty vault where no one 
goes. Ekanatha prabhu, assistant tape 
archives manager and an expert on infor
mation systems, gives this glimpse into the 
future:

Imagine yourself some years from  now. 
seated comfortably in your asrama or the 
public library in front o f  a TV and computer 
console. At the touch o f  a code on the key
board, you access a master index o f  all o f  
Srila Prabhupada's books, letters, tape 
recordings, photos, movies, and videotapes.

Type the name o f  a location and a list o f  all 
the letters, recordings, photographs, etc. 
originating there appears on the screen. 
Type a date anti another list o f  materials 
pops into view. Or call fo r  a list o f  all the 
recordings o f  lectures on a particular verse— 
you will find out when and where they were 
recorded, the quality o f  the recordings, 
their duration, and the different topics that 
were covered. Access any topic and a com
plete list o f  references appears.

Each reference to a book page, news clip
ping, letter, recording, photograph, or film  
has a code number, and by entering it on the 
keyboard, the item immediately appears 
on the screen or over the sound system. I f  
you want to hear a tape you can read the 
transcript simultaneously. Don't bother 
taking notes—just push a button and you

Archlve«/p.12
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'̂ appreciated the ™*n*K*f/  full

Hindu PM backs farm
PORT LOUIS, M A U R IT IU S — Sir Sewoosagur Ramgoolam, 
seniormost African statesman and Mauritius Prime Minister, has 
lent the full support of this island nation's Ministry of Agriculture 
to an ISKCON farm project.

At an historic meeting in the Prime Minister’s office, Srila 
Tirthapada, GBC and initiating spiritual master for this zone, 
presented documents on the farm project and preached about 
reestablishing varnasrama dharma.

The meeting closed with an ecstatic kinana in support of Sir 
Ramgoolam’s reelection. Along with India and Nepal, Mauritius is

one of the few countries with 
Hindu leadership. Ramgoolam 
recently attended the opening 
o f our new asrama, which 
coincided with his 80th birth
day. The devotees presented 
him with the maha-prasadam 
o f Sri Sri Gaura-Nitai, which 
he loved.

The Prime Minister sat down 
on a mat, and taking up the 
karatalas. began leading the 
chanting of Nitai-Gaura Hari- 
bol. Everyone was in great 
ecstasy and Sir Ramgoolam 
was delighted by the pure 

PM Ramgoolam at tempi* atmosphere.

In Occidente solo Dr. Scholls 
dà ai tuoi piedi la stessa importanza.

In Italy Dr. Scholl's Is using Vlsnu’s laat to sail shoes; the 
caption along the side states: “The sacred Imprint ot the 
laat of Vlsnu. From an 18th-century Indian print"

‘These accounts are...a 
genuine reflection of the 

author's sincerity and 
the spirit of devotion 

typical of the membership 
of the Society. ’

man and manufacturer of medicines to his 
founding of the journal Back to Godhead 
in 1944, his attempt to form the League of 
Devotees in Jhansi in 19S3, his initiation 
into the sannvasa order in 1959, and his 
departure for the United States with almost 
no external aid or encouragement as a mis
sionary of Vaisnavism.

Some of the highlights of this volume are 
the vivid  depiction o f Bhaktivedanta 
Swami's childhood in a middle-class Bengali 
urban household at the turn of the century, 
the description of the devotional life in 
Vrndavana and Mathura, and the moving 
portrayal of the Swami's struggle against 
overwhelming odds to promulgate his reli
gion in Delhi and other centres of Indian 
secular life. These accounts are...a genuine 
reflection of the author’s sincerity and the 
spirit of devotion typical o f the membership 
of the Society.

The second volume begins with Bhakti
vedanta Swami’s landing in New York City, 
utterly alone and nearly destitute, and traces 
the course through which, with wonderful 
faith and determination, he was able to 
found and maintain the Society. The book 
closes with the Swami leaving for San Fran
cisco in order to introduce the teachings of 
Vaisnava hhakti there. Throughout the 
second volume, as in the first, the style of 
writing conveys an appealing tone of both 
d ign ity  and in fo rm a lity  that is en
hanced by a liberal use of excerpts from 
conversation.

Both A Lifetim e in Preparation and 
Planting the Seed are essential reading 
for anyone interested either in Indian devo
tional religion or in current trends in modem 
religious life.

C L I P P I i\i t- _̂______
Former football star takes up religious life

“ After a few months at home, he toe* • •* >----- -

By David L. Preston
In an electrifying first-quarter per

formance in October 1971, a sophomore 
halfback named Glenn Covin  gave 
University of Delaware football fans 
a glimpse of greatness, scoring three 
touchdowns and a two-point conversion 
run for 20 points in a 47-8 win over West 
Chester. It remains the highest single
quarter scoring burst ever by a Delaware
player.

Great things were predicted for the 
speedster from Long Branch, N.J., who 
had chosen Delaware over dozens of 
colleges that recruited him. He was 
expected to come into his own in his 
junior year and a professional career
seemed a certainty.

But C ovin ’ s p lay ing days ended
suddenly.

In Delaware’s first game of the 1972
season, against Lehigh, Covin already 
had scored a first-quarter touchdown 
when, on his fifth carry of the season, 
someone grabbed his left foot as he tried 
to spin off a tackle. All the rotation came 
at the knee, and Covin limped off the 
field with tom cartilage and ligaments. 
After knee surgery at Temple University 
Hospital in Philadelphia, he was ad
vised not to play again.

Within weeks, after the first semester 
of his junior year, Covin dropped out of 
the University of Delaware.

“ He may well be the best running back 
we’ ve ever had,”  Blue Lion  Coach 
Harold “Tubby” Raymond recalled in 
an interview last week. “ He just had a 
great extra sense of knowing where to 
run. He picked things up, he saw things, 
he had explosive acceleration. He was a 
big-league football player."

Today Glenn Covin is called Gurut- 
tama dasa, Sanskrit for “Servant of 
the Ultimate Teacher.”  He lives with 
his wife Dawn, or Devamata (“ Mother 
o f Saintly Persons” ), a graduate o f 
Monm outh C o llege  in W est Long 
Branch, and the ir 3-year-old son 
G ovinda in an apartment near the 
Western world headquarters o f the 
International Society for Krishna Con
sc iou sn ess . Covin spends his days 
chanting Hare Krishna and preaching 
to the uninitiated. “ Hare” means “O 
energy of the Lord.”  “ Krishna” is the
Hindu name o f God.

Covin, 29, traded his football jersey 
for the white robes o f a married Krishna

Consciousness devotee in 1973, and has 
lived in Los Angeles since 1974. The 
black stripes of glare-protected warpaint 
beneath the halfback’s eyes have been 
replaced by “ tilaka,” the ancient Hindu 
sign of clay between the devotees eyes, 
marking the body as a temple. Instead 
of a football, he carries the books of the 
Hare Krishna Movement, distributing 

*•— —J nuhlic Diaces.

ball, but I didn’t reaiiy nave m*m. 
drive,”  he admitted. “ Everything was 
very easy for me. I could remember plays
very easily.

“ One thing I do appreciate from the
whole incident o f the injury is that I 
developed the question of ‘why.’ That 
brought me to where I am now.”

As a Krishna devotee, Covin abstains 
from intoxication, meat, fish, eggs, 
gambling and illicit sex.

Leaving behind a criminal-justice 
major at Delaware after his injury, 
Covin returned home to Long Branch 
in 1972 with hopes of resting for awhile 
and then attending another college. He 
had thoughts o f branching into law 
enforcement or corrections work.

After a few months at home, he took 
out a couple o f paperbacks he’d bought 
at the UD bookstore and began to read 
them. The books, both by A. C. Bhakti
vedanta Swami Prabhupada, founder of 
the International Society for Krishna 
Consciousness, excited his interest in 
the spiritual realm, and he traveled to 
New  York to in vestiga te  the Hare 
Krishna Movement After several visits 
to the group’s Brooklyn temple, he de
cided to become a full-time member.

Back in Long Branch, his Baptist 
fam ily—construction-worker father, 
his mother and his five brothers and 
sisters—were stunned. “They feel quite 
happy now,” Covin said. “ A t first they 
were completely taken aback, like ‘How 
could this be?’ But now I call them
regularly.”

Covin hasn’t followed the football
scene for years. “ Although the game 
represents a dynamic, outgoing person
a lity, my demeanor was completely 
opposite," he said. “ I was never really
like that.

“ Now with my different learning and 
understanding of human spiritual eleva
tion, I would not encourage people to 
become involved, to become fully im
mersed, in football or any other sport. 
Although it may be temporarily grati
fying, it does not fulfill all the require
ments of the human form of life. A  
human being is meant for inquiry to
ward absolute truth. N oth ing else
should be the goal of life.

“ Whatever you can do is actually 
God’s grace,”  Covin added. “ Human 
life is like a boat. The material world 
is like an ocean. Spiritual philosophy 
is like a favorable breeze. With instruc
tion o f spiritual teachers and scripture, 
one will be able to cross over the ocean 
very nicely. On the other side is the spiri
tual realm.

“ I f  someone considers that I  had a
great future, so many other people have 
great futures,”  says Covin. “ O. J. 
Simpson had a great future, and played 
X number of years. He benefitted by 
accumulating fame and wealth—materi
ally speaking, a nice position. But what 
will the future hold for a person like O. J., 
i f  one acts for the temporary benefits of 
the body, but doesn’t perform his duties 
for the satisfaction o f the Supreme 
Lord?”
-T H E  MORNING NEWS 
Wilmington, Delaware, USA

Professor
acclaims
Lilamrta

This review o f  A Lifetime in Preparation 
and Planting the Seed was written by 
Dr. R. K. Barz, Department o f  Asian Stud
ies, Australian National University, Can
berra.

For well over a decade, the exuberant 
enthusiasm and striking attire of the mem
bers of the International Society for Krishna 
Consciousness have been stimulating a 
considerable degree of public curiosity and 
comment both within India and in most of 
the world's other leading countries. But, 
despite all of this interest, the mistaken 
belief remains widespread that the Society 
is an idiosyncratic movement similar to 
some of the exotic sects that have been ex
ported from India during the last couple of 
decades.

It is to be hoped that these two volumes, 
along with the others that are to follow in 
the same scries, will reach such a broad 
readership that they will serve to correct 
this popular misconception. After all, no 
one who reads these books could fail to be 
impressed by their basic message: that the 
Society is directly rooted in the tradition of 
devotional worship established by the Vais
nava reformer Caitanya in the sixteenth 
century.

The first volume follows the career of the 
Society’s founder Bhaktivedanta Swami 
from his birth as Abhay Charan De in 
Calcutta in 1896 through his life as a family
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Author meets Bhagavan
Coccioli displays devotion, promises support

New Vrindaban billboard
/
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CLASSIFIEDS

By Krtna Caitanya data

FLORENCE, IT A L Y — Distinguished 
Italian novelist C arlo-C occ io li 
recently met Srila Bhagavan Go- 
swami at Villa Vrndavana to reaffirm his 

deep commitment to the Hare Krishna 
Movement.

Coccioli, who has been living in Mexico 
for many years and writing in Spanish 
(including numerous articles 
in support o f ISK C O N ), 
plans to fulfill his obliga
tions to South American 
publishers and then return 
to Europe, where he is wide
ly known fo r authoring 
dozens of Italian and French 
metaphysical novels.

The 61-year-old writer 
had visited our 300-acre 
farm here at Christmas, 
when devotees from  all 
over Italy gathered to ex
change gifts and offer their 
respects to one another.
He expressed his desire to 
meet Srila Bhagavan. Then 
in February, when Coccioli 
was visiting us again, by Krishna's arrange
ment Srila Bhagavan arrived -unexpectedly 
and the two met.

In their private conversation, Srila Bhaga
van stressed the importance of developing 
the vision of a mahatma, or one who is 
broadminded, in order to overcome differ
ences of language, history, and culture and 
communicate Krishna Consciousness to the 
whole world. Coccioli was attentive, re
spectful, and grateful.

At the end of their talks, the author made 
his farewell to Srila Bhagavan with folded 
hands, and then feeling this gesture inad
equate, laid down flat on the floor, offering 
obeisances at Srila Bhagavan's feet. He rose 
with a look of great humility, with tears in 
his eyes, and Srila Bhagavan embraced him.

The following excerpts from a recent 
Coccioli article demonstrate his profound 
attraction to Krishna Consciousness.

In the modern world, the 
Hare Krishna Movement is 
one o f  the most exciting 
examples o f  a relig ious  
revival....

Benga li-born , and en
dowed with an intelligence 
and culture almost super
human. this miracle man 
Srila Prabhupada disem
barked in New York in 1965 
with a few dollars. He was 
70 years old. He began to 
preach the Holy Names. He 
danced and chanted in the 
h o s t i le  s tre e ts  o f  the  
metropolis.

His D iv in e  Grace has 
left this painful world o f  

matter, but enriched it with a spiritual 
empire....His unsurpassable translations 
and commentaries astonished linguistic 
scholars all over the planet. They have yet 
to recover from  their astonishment.

I  haven't recovered either. After watching 
and investigating the devotees o f  Krishna fo r 
quite some time, I  have found in them 
nothing but moral cleanliness and thirst 
fo r  God. ( Siempre! magazine, Mexico, 
Dec. 5, 1979)

Video career—join ISKCON’s most exciting 
project: IT V — the ISKCO N Television 
Network. Technicians, writers, producers, 
editors, and production assistants needed. 
ITV, 8500 Higuera St., Culver City, CA 
90230 USA
Sri Mayapur Gurukula Scholarship Fund
needs your donations to provide much- 
needed God-centered education to the chil
dren of West Bengal. Sri Mayapur Guru
kula, P. O. Sri Mayapur, Dist. Nadia, 
W. Bengal-741313

Wanted: Back issues o f Back To Godhead 
magazine, up to Vol. 13. Please send list and 
your price to Uddhava dasa, 1WR, 3764 
Watseka Ave., Los Angeles, CA 90034 USA 
Grhasta couple to help ISKCON pyramid 
house preaching project. Topanga, Califor
nia, 20 miles from L. A. Separate house, 
country setting. Rent $395. Apply 20395 
Callon Drive, Topanga, CA 90290 USA

Classified ad rates: S.50/word

Carlo Coccioli

* KRISHNA JANMASTAMI FESTIVAL *
SPECIAL APPEARANCE 

HARI OM SHARAN

DARSHAN WITH ISKCON 
ACARYAS

FIREWORKS

★
★

★

L A B O R  D A Y  W E E K E N D COME TO NEW VRINDABAN
SEPT.4,5,6,7

★ GRAND OPENING OF PALACE RESTAURANT

★ UNVEILING OF VRINDABAN LILA MUSEUM  

THEATER *  AGNI HOTRA

FEATURING 4 DAYS OF CHANTING  
DANCING AND FEASTING TO CELEBRATE 
SRILA PRABHUPADA S VYASA PUJA W ITH  
A GLORIOUS PROCESSION AROUND SRILA
PRABHUPADA'SSAMADHI IN THE WEST N E W  V R IN D AB AN  FESTIVALS 
"THE PALACE OF GOLD" RD 1 BOX 319

HARE K R ISH N A  RIDGE
New Festival Pavilion m o u n d s v i l l e w . v a .  

under construction o r  c a l l  304-843-1600
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Transcendental wool saves Flanders
Yogamaya pulls it over butchers and theatergoers

S omewhere in a little town in the 
depths o f darkest Flanders, the 
cautious Purnatattva dasa was tip
toeing in the back entrance of one of the 

most luxurious hotels in town, hauling his 
bulging book bags up the winding little stair
case. It was the 1978 Christmas marathon 
in Benelux (Belgium, Luxembourg and 
Netherlands). At the top of the stairs, he 
turned the corner and stopped dead in his 
tracks. He could hear the manager’s voice 
booming down from the floor above.

“ He’s somewhere in the building. I’ve 
told you a hundred times not to let those 
people in here. Find him immediately. 
Bring him here—and all his books, too."

Thundering footsteps on the stairs. Help, 
Krishna! What to do? A door. Quick! 
Jump inside. Whew! Just in time, as the 
security men thundered past.

Crouching, clutching the door handle 
with both hands, his knees wobbling like 
Christmas jelly, Purnatattva breathed a 
sigh of relief. At that moment, he became 
aware of a sound behind him. He turned 
around. There in a brightly lit room were 
over a hundred fat, little men sitting facing 
him. They were smiling. They began to 
applaud. “Jolly good. Just in time.” 

“ We’ve been waiting for you, son,” said 
someone standing at a table at the front 
o f the room. “ Now, where are the prizes 
for the raffle? It’s getting late. Don’t say 
you forgot them.” '

“Oh, the prizes. Yes, the prizes. I’ve got 
them here, seventy-five of them. They’re 
in sets. Volumes 1 and 2. Very beautiful, 
you know,” Purnatattva stammered. “ Folk 
tales from the East with a message for 
Christmas. And they’re only 10 guilders 
per set; special seasonal discount.” 

“ Excellent, just what we were looking for.

So put them on the table over here and our 
treasurer will pay you. Be quick, now. 
We’re just about to begin the raffle....Thank 
you....Off you go, now.”

Outside the room, Purnatattva strained 
his ears toward the door and heard, “Thank 
you, gentlemen, thank you. It is my great 
privilege and honor to preside once again 
over the 17th Annual Christmas Convention 
of the Butchers of Benelux. This year, as 
you can see, we have some very beautiful 
prizes for our annual raffle. Sets of Christ
mas stories from India, or something like 
that. What’s it called, now? Let me see. Oh 
yes, Krsna book. Yes, yes, very nice.” 
Purnatattva crept out past the porter. His

bag was empty, and he was chuckling quietly 
to himself.

The very next day, Jaya Gopala dasa was 
having a hard time making a score of 200. 
By early evening, he had distributed only 
90 books. Where's the action in this town? 
Where am I  going to distribute the rest o f  
these books? he thought. Please. Krishna, 
reveal some little pocket o f  nectar. Oh,

“I was just testing you 
to see how sincere and 

committed to your beliefs 
you are. ”

what’s this? One o f  those avant-garde the
aters. Maybe I  can approach the people 
in the lobby.

“ Excuse me, son, what do you think 
you’re up to?” said a doorman.

“ Well, you see, sir, we’re having this 
Christmas marathon and..."

“Out you go and don’t come back again."
Outside again, standing in the cold, Jaya 

Gopala thought of sneaking in the back door 
and distributing in the bar. Behind the 
building there was an open door. 77/put the 
box o f  extra books right here. Gosh, it’s 
dark in here. I  wonder where I  am? It seems 
to be some kind o f  storage place. It's really 
a big room . Now, what's behind this 
curtain?

Then all of a sudden, lights, curtain, 
fanfare, action, applause. “Tonight’s play, 
A Touch o f  the Other, by Cecil Trollope,” 
someone announced. And the next thing he 
knew, someone was prodding him from 
behind saying, “Go on, get on. That’s your 
cue.” And there was Jaya Gopala, standing 
before the audience—the new star of the 
evening’s performance. The leading actor 
o f the avant-garde theater drama was 
apparently too drunk to go on stage.

At the back of the hall was the man who 
had thrown him out. “ What are you doing 
on the stage? Get out o f here!”

Thunderous applause. “ How terribly 
avant-garde," someone said. “ What a bril
liant idea for a play. Well done!"

Said Jaya Gopala, “ Yes, ladies and gen
tlemen, I’m sorry to interrupt the action 
for a moment or two, but I have a few words 
from the producer of the play. He’s asked 
me to inform you all that actually we are all 
involved in a play, and we are all identifying 
with some designation just like actors 
dressed in particular ways portray particular

‘ Where's the action 
in this town? Where 

am I going to 
distribute the rest 
of these books?... 
Please, Krishna, 
reveal some little 
pocket of nectar. *

roles. Similarly, we are all identifying our
selves as Belgian, Dutch, man, woman, 
student, businessman, and ultimately with 
this body. Therefore, the producer of this 
play has asked me to provide each of you 
with a copy of the script of the play, and 
he requests you to take it home and study it. 
Now I have several copies here. I’ll just pass 
them among you and distribute them. 
Everyone is invited to make a donation 
of 50 or 100 francs.”

Again, thunderous applause. “ What a 
novelty! Distributing the script of the play! 
How unique!”  People began to cry out for 
their scripts. “ Here, give me one!”  “ Me, 
too!” “Give me one of the other volume!” 

The irate doorkeeper just stood there, 
aghast, as a blissful Jaya Gopala distributed 
110 Krsna books, went back up on stage and 
took a bow. “Now, if you think about it, 
ladies and gentlemen, something very amaz
ing has just happened ”

Once again, thunderous applause. Jaya 
Gopala slipped out into the brisk air of a 
Christmas night.

These wonderful sankirtana 'tales related 
by Mrgapati dasa were originally published 
in the Sankirtana Newsletter, January 1979.

Message from Krishna: 
Do not compromise
By Glrlraja Swaml

Once I was in Madras, which is full of Mayavadis, Shivites, and so many other 
varieties. I was preaching very enthusiastically, and before I knew it, the word had 
spread all over town that we were narrow-minded and thought that only worshiping 
Krishna was right, that everyone else’s worship was wrong.

Practically everywhere I went I was getting the same comment, so I started thinking. 
Maybe I'm doing something wrong. Even people who were our sincere well-wishers would 
advise, “Just state the positive aspects of your beliefs and don’t criticize anyone else.”

That afternoon 1 had an appointment with an important man. I was preaching about 
Krishna to him and he said, “ I’m a devotee of Shiva; Shiva is the Supreme.” So we discussed 
that for awhile and started getting deeper and deeper into it, until finally I took out

Teachings o f  Lord Caitanya and 
explained that Sankaracharya 
was an incarnation who had 
come to mislead people .with his 
atheistic philosophy. We argued 
and argued and he wouldn't 
budge; after two, maybe three 
hours of arguing, he wasn’t ac
cepting anything I was saying. 
So I figured. Well, Fve done my 

best and I've just blown it—he’s not going to become a life member. I started taking my 
books from his desk and putting them into the briefcase. When 1 was just about to stand up 
and go to the door, the man said, “ Well, before you leave I would like to show you my 
temple.”  He led me into a large room, and there were Deities of Radha and Krishna!

“ Yes, actually I am a devotee of Radha and Krishna,” he said. “ All of my family members 
are devotees of Krishna. I was just testing you to see how sincere and committed to your be
liefs you are. I am completely satisfied with you and I will be very glad to become your life 
member." He took out his checkbook and wrote out the check.

In this incident, Lord Krishna and Srila Prabhupada were encouraging me not to com
promise, to just preach to please Krishna and let Him take care o f everything else.

Our preaching became such an issue in Madras that finally Srila Prabhupada wrote me a 
letter, which stated, “The fact is that I am the only person in India who is criticizing not only 
demigod worship but everything that falls short of complete surrender to Krishna. My Guru 
Maha raja never compromised and I shall never compromise; similarly, none of my disciples 
should ever compromise."

— Reprinted from  a recent issue o f  the International Life Membership Newsletter.

Letters to the BBT
I write to you from a jail cell and yet—I 

am happy. At this moment there are tears 
in my eyes. Let me explain them to you.

Yesterday I was allowed to get books 
from the library here, and although all 
my life I have seen you brothers and sisters 
as being “ strange,” “weird," or “too much,” 
I decided to find out more. There were only 
three volumes and I grabbed all of them— 
Srimad-Bhagavatam, Third Canto, parts 
Two and Four and Sixth Canto, Part Two

Now I want only to cry. What else can 
one do in the face of such truth and such 
love? I see now. To have been lost so long! 
To have been so confused and so miserable! 
And now I must return to that place—to 
God.

So I am writing you. i know fully that I 
will spend many years in prison, but I am 
not depressed because I will request to be 
in solitary confinement. And in this quiet
I will approach God—I will use this time 
to study the Vedas and purify myself. In 
prison I will obtain freedom!

Please send your catalogue and whatever 
literature about Krishna you can. Slowly, 
month by month, I will be able to purchase 
the volumes o f Srimad-Bhagavatam. I 
also hope that it will be possible to corre
spond with one of you who can tell me more 
of Him. Thank you.

Sincerely,
Tim Harenza 
Ann Arbor, M l

The Bhaktivedanta Fellowship
lhaktivedanta Institute

Proving scientifically that life comes from 
life. Classes, library, and discussion 
groups. Meet Bhaktisvarupa Damodara 
Swami—PhD, author, and Institute 
director. 1403 Willard St., San Francisco, 
CA 94117, (415) 661-8504

The Higher Taste
Natural foods restaurant and center for 
Ayurveda, ancient India’s science of life, 
and parent of all natural healing systems. 
Free lectures, workshops, and classes, 
rare library. 775 Frederick St., San Fran
cisco, CA 94117, (415) 661-7290.

Govindi’i  Restaurant
Traditional Vedic cooking—dine and 
relax in a beautiful atmosphere.
2-1245B East Cliff Drive, Santa Cruz, CA 
95062, (408) 475-9833.

The Seven Mothers
Dedicated to establishing the true 
position of woman in society. Serving 
simple, tasty dinners and beverages.
86 Carl St. at Cole, upper Haight area, 
San Francisco, CA 94117, (415) 566-0663.

lagan natha’s Cart 
In the heart of downtown San Francisco. 
Fast, delicious vegetarian lunches and 
ancient Vedic recipes; made with love 
and the finest ingredients. 57 Jessie St., 
between First and Second, and Market 
and Mission Streets, San Francisco, CA 
94105, (415) 495-3083.

Vrindavan Boutique 
In the heart of downtown Santa Cruz. 
Teas, Indian clothes, incense, devotional 
items, and other cultural imports.
1549 Pacific Avenue, Santa Cruz, CA 
95060.

Change your worfc Into devotion—call Atreya Rishi at (415) 664-7713
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Germany proves enlivening for bold preachers
By Suhotra data

H EID ELBERG  — Many people from other parts 
of the world have asked me about the future of 
ISKCON in a land roughly the size of Oregon that 
harbors nearly one million NATO troops and 7,000 nuclear 

warheads aimed at Warsaw Pact forces in East Germany.
Despite this threatening environment, preaching has not 

been abandoned here. Since the summer of 1980 our per
manent centers have increased from one to four, counting 
a farm in southeastern Bavaria. And door-to-door book 
distribution, including Wie Es 1st magazine (“ As It Is,” 
the German Back to Godhead) and Srila Harikesa Swami’s 
The Varnasrama Manifesto (a direct affront to Marx’s 
Communist Manifesto) 
has a practically unlim
ited future in the many 
cities and countless 
villages and towns of 
this densely populated 
country. Thousands of 
literatures are going out 
every week.

W e have recently 
sent preaching teams 
to open centers in the 
south Germany city of 
Freiburg and the north
ern co llege town o f 
Muenster. There is no doubt that when the club of karma 
falls on Germany, as it will in so many other places, the 
vigorous preaching going on now will play a major role in 
the reorganization of European society. So we are very 
much in the mood of Bhagavad-gita, especially with refer
ence to Krishna’s own promise, “ ...declare it boldly that My 
devotee shall never perish.”

In Germany, the best results have come from street 
kirtana in traditional Vaisnava dress, prasadam distrib
ution, and a philosophical presentation that seriously 
questions the status quo. German youth are turning away 
from the wirtschaftwunder, or so-called “economic miracle" 
of their parents’ post-war culture, so we arc in the perfect

Heidelberg center serves student lunches

climate to present the “simple living and high thinking” 
philosophy and lifestyle of Krishna Consciousness.

To this end. in 1980 we sold the famous Schloss Rettershof 
castle that was the base of ISKCON operations here for so 
many years. A display of opulence, of big buildings and 
the trappings of moneyed leisure is anathema to the German 
view of spiritual life. Germany, after all, was the home of 
Martin Luther, whose Protestant Reformation rejected 
the excesses of the Catholic Church.

We subsequently acquired preaching centers in West 
Berlin, Heidelberg, and Munich, which have broadened the 
range and effectiveness of our mission, bringing us into 
better contact with many more people.

Our Center for Vedic Studies in Heidelberg is of special
note. It is located in 
an important center 
of European education 
(25,000 students make 
up one-fourth o f the 
city’s total population), 
and we operate a stu
dent lunch program 
that attracts more than 
50 persons daily. Be
sides prasadam, there 
is kirtana, a lecture 
program, a lounge for 
informal discussion, a 
gallery of photo panels 

depicting the culture of Krishna Consciousness, film and 
slideshow presentations, and a gift shop, “ Vrndavana," 
offering devotional paraphernalia.

Formerly, ISKCON’s public image in Germany suffered, 
largely because o f the youth-cult issue, which came to a 
head in 1979 with the Jonestown tragedy. We were lumped 
in with Transcendental Meditation, Scientology, the Unifi
cation Church (Moonies), and the Children of God by 
many biased, self-serving publications and the pronounce
ments of certain church and state authorities who became 
known as sektenexperten, sect experts.

In the end, however, Jonestown worked to our advantage, 
because the possibility of a grisly mass suicide by a group

within the widely talked about “ cult underground”  of 
Germany spurred an official federal government inquiry, 
as well as separate studies by the University of Tubingen 
Sociology Department and the Government of Bavaria, 
the largest West German state. These investigations defused 
the whole issue and gave the Hare Krishna Movement a 
clean bill of health, distinguishing us from cults by virtue 
of our broad traditional base in Indian culture and religion.

Our internal devotional standards of enthusiasm, dedica
tion, and austerity are high, and the past opposition to our 
movement and the threat of war here have only pushed us 
closer to Krishna's lotus feet.

jfW Eun
T hroughou t history, gem s and jew elry  have been the 

m easure o f  w ealth for em pires, nations, and dynasties. Gems 
have helped shape the past, and  like the planets and stars, will 
influence the future.

We at N avaratna are investm ent gem  specialists, and 
fully understand the aesthetic and m etaphysical p roperties o f  
all o u r gems and custom  jew elry .

B eauty , d u ra b il i ty , m y stica l q u a litie s , in creas in g  
rarity , portab ility , and in te rnational m arke t value, w hich  has 

1 risen steadily for centuries, m ake gems the m ost sensible in
vestm ent j n  the universe and the N um ber O ne hedge against 
inflation.

£  % N A V A R A T N A  INC., IN V E S T M E N T  GEM  SPECIALISTS

L L iÆ Â
N o w  ava ilab le  in  O ra n g e  C o u n ty  a t m m f  *

JEW ELERS A N D  GEMOLOG1STS
354A  N orth  Coast H w y , Laguna Beach, CA  92651 T el. (714 ) 4 9 4 -4 6 0 6

Ditrct Mine Rcprcvcntji

On famous Venice Beach..
patram puspam phalam toyam 

yo me bhaktya prayacchati 
tad aham bhakty-upahrtam 

asnami prayalatmanah

If one offers Me with love and 
devotion a leaf, a flower, fruit 
or water, I will accept it.

Bg. 9.26

/■

sir
Restaurant
Brooks Ave. and Ocean Front Walk, Venice Beach, CA

WANTED
Sm a l l  P r in t in g  P ress Operator
for high-quality multicolor work in rapidly expanding 
Krishna conscious business in sunny Southern California. 
Some process camera and neg stripping experience desir
able. Send resume, including experience with specific 
makes and models of presses, all personal data, refer
ences, and a phone where you can be reached. Contact 
Mithiladhisa dasa, 3765 Watseka Ave. #18, Los Angeles, 
CA 90034, or if you are extremely anxious for this desirable 
position, send Express Mail to M. Stein, 8836 National 
Blvd., Culver City, CA 90230.

Srila Ramesvara Swami

Mayapur Festival 
1980 and ’81

more than 200 tapes
14 tapes fo r  each year, 
including all gurus

51 tapes

more than 50 tapes

Srila Jayapataka Swami 

Other gurus and sannyasis

only $2.25 each (postage extra)

Write for complete lists, or call:
fJ\amciima 'Tapc^Atinistry 

3764 Watseka Ave., Los Angeles, C A  90034 (213) 838-3614

WANTED 
Arabic-Book Distributors

Strong, serious d e v o 
tees to  distribute Arabic 
Gita  and Isopanisad in 
M id d le  East. Y o u ’ ll 
r e a lly  g e t  th e  m e rc y  
in this exotic  and dan
g e ro u s  land.

A p p ly :

T r ib h u v a n a th a  dasa , 
Bhaktivedanta M anor, 
L e t c h m o r e  H e a t h ,  
W a t f o r d ,  H e r t f o r d 
shire WD28EP, England.
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U.S. high court decision 
legitimizes Movement
Public sees Krishna Consciousness as major religious force

The U. S. Supreme Court’s June 22 decision to 
allow the Minnesota State Fair to restrict ISKCON 
preaching to booths has catapulted the Hare Krishna 
Movement into national prominence as a major relig
ious force.

Further restriction o f sankirtana  that may result 
at other fairs and in airports pale in importance 
when one considers how much the verdict has legit
imized ISKCON in the eyes o f the American public.

In America, Supreme Court decisions tend to be 
regarded with quiet respect. The court’s power of 
final say on all legal matters has meant automatic 
prominence for hundreds of individuals, movements, 
and organizations that have pleaded cases in the 
past. Win or lose, anyone who arrives in the arena 
o f the Supreme Judiciary has entered the major 
leagues.

The public’s response to Supreme Court verdicts 
depends on media presentations. The first major 
coverage of ISKCO N ’s case appeared on evening TV  
shows nationwide following the decision. Each of 
the three national networks gave 10- to 20-second

4In its battle with 
Johnny Car son9s 

Tonight show for top 
ratings, Nightline  
chose to devote its 
full half-hour to 
ISK CO N  and the 
Supreme Court 

decision. ,

reports, generally with the announcer sitting or 
standing before an image of the Supreme Court build
ing. People could see and hear the word “ Krishna” 
and understand that the court had made a restrictive 
ruling on ISKCON, but that was about all. Local 
news shows may have given more coverage, but 
because the decision was technical, the general im
pression was vague. The Supreme Court had regu
lated the Hare Krishna Movement.

The most significant coverage came later on ABC ’s 
N ightline, viewed by 20 million people at 11:30 p.m. 
every weekday evening. In its battle with Johnny 
Carson’s Tonight show for top ratings, N ightline  
chose to devote its full half-hour to tSKCON and 
the Supreme Court decision.

The program began with a brief report on the 
ruling and a few words from Sesa prabhu, president 
o f the Washington, D. C. temple, followed by a world
wide view o f the Hare Krishna Movement. ISKCON 
was portrayed throughout as a religion, not a cult. 
The segment included pictures o f Srila Prabhupada, 
ecstatic footage o f the Bombay temple opening, and 
a kirtana  in the New Jersey temple. Reporters de
scribed IS K C O N ’s ancient origins, scriptures, 
modern history, the four regulative principles. Deity 
worship, and sankirtana.

His Holiness Jayadvaita Swami, Back to Godhead 
senior editor, succinctly explained the Movement’s 
philosophy. A three-minute report from Chicago’s 
O ’Hare Airport followed, with passengers and devo
tees presenting both sides o f the sankirtana  issue.

The second half o f the show began with ISKCON 
Minister o f Public Affairs Mukunda prabhu speak
ing for nearly eight minutes. He described Srila 
Prabhupada’s arrival in the West and displayed 
Bhagavad-gita As It Is, “ the world’s oldest book, 
sacred to more than 650 million people.”

Pressed to explain the impact o f the verdict on 
ISKCON, he did not speak against the ruling. Mak
ing the point that the Hare Krishna Movement has 
grown enormously in a short time because of a great 
public need for spiritual knowledge, he emphasized 
that it was not ISKCON’s desire to defy the law but 
to work within it for the betterment of mankind. He 
also noted that with millions o f followers, ISKCON 
does not depend on courts, judges, licensing, or 
money because it is a 100 percent spiritual move
ment. It is dependent on Krishna, or God. Stressing 
the benefits o f Krishna Consciousness for the gen
eral public—it offers the most practical means of 
combatting stress, depression, and a multitude of 
societal ills—his presentation highlighted the show.

In the remaining five minutes, ISKCON attorney 
Barry Fisher and George Will, the syndicated colum
nist who hosts the show, debated the potential of the 
ruling to jeopardize Americans’ First Amendment 
rights.

The millions who viewed Nightline that evening 
learned that the Hare Krishna Movement is based on 

an ancient religious tradition. They heard it, they 
saw it, and the court had tested it.

The next morning thousands o f articles, 
mostly from objective wire service reports, ap
peared in the nation’s daily newspapers. The 
W A LL  STREET JOURNAL, America’s largest 
daily (circulation 1.5 million), began its report 
by describ ing “ the Krishna Consciousness 
movement” as one “ of the most pervasive cul
tural symbols of modern America.” The NEW 
YORK TIMES, America’s paper of record and 
third largest daily (circulation 850,000), con
cerned itself with the broader issue o f First 
Am endm ent re lig iou s freedom s, om ittin g  
ISKCON and “ Krishna” from its headline, 
“ Justices Decide State Can Limit Religious So
liciting.” The Krishna Consciousness move
ment had made religious history.

In the days that followed, more than a hun
dred newspaper ed itoria ls agreed with the 
court, but generally did not go out of their way 
to criticize ISKCON. Some editorials even op
posed the ruling in whole or in part. The LOS 
ANG ELES TIM ES sided with the four dis
senting Supreme Court judges who said that 

devotees should be allowed to distribute free litera
ture unrestricted by a booth. The M INNEAPO LIS 
(Minnesota) STAR  (circulation 246,000) carried the 
headline, “ Krishnas on the Midway: Our Rights and 
Their Rights,” and the LO U ISV ILLE  COURIER- 
JO U R N AL (circulation 336,000) had a headline that 
read, “ Surrendering a Basic Right in the Name of 
Convenience.”

Subsequently, many devotees have been invited to 
expound the philosophy and benefits of Krishna 
Consciousness on radio and T V  talk shows nation
wide, reaching millions o f people.

Many lingering suspicions about ISKCON were 
dispelled by the court’s “ regulative” action. As one 
smiling prasadam  customer told a San Diego devo
tee, “ Whatever was wrong with you people, I guess 
the Supreme Court cleared it up!”
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"If your lifestyle is going to be seriously 
affected, then of course disregard 

everything I've said."

Dear Prabhus,
Everyone who has seen ISKCON WORLD REVIEW 

has felt completely enlivened and hopeful that this 
will be an instrument for uniting our entire move
ment.

When we hear of the preaching success of our 
devotees all over the world, we feel not only that 
ISKCON is alive, but that it is dynamically healthy 
and growing under the protection of the Supreme 
Personality of Godhead. Such a newspaper com 
pletely destroys any doubts about our movement.

We have just had a regional secretary's meeting 
here and I have stressed that they should immedi
ately take up the subscription program.

Bhagavan Goswami, GBC 
New Mayapur, France

Dear Prabhus,
On the whole I am quite pleased with ISKCON 

WORLD REVIEW and think it will serve its purpose 
nicely.

Concerning the first issue, I particularly liked the 
article on the hostages and meaning of freedom. 
This type of article is exactly what Srila Prabhupada 
used to do in the old issues of Back to Godhead he 
wrote in India.

I also very much liked the article on abortion.
This topic is of great concern throughout the world. 
Just now in Nigeria the press is discussing abortion 
because there is a legalization bill in the National 
Assembly.

Now that we have the REVIEW, I think I can stop 
reading Time magazine.

Brahmananda Swami, GBC 
Lagos, Nigeria

Dear Prabhus,
I have mailed many xerox copies of stories from 

the REVIEW to favorable people in our area who we 
are cultivating. I think the REVIEW is a fabulous 
help to those of us who want to grab the attention 
of sympathizers.

Mahabuddhi dasa 
General Manager 
Prabhupada's Palace of Gold

Dear Prabhus,
ISKCON WORLD REVIEW has so much inspired 

all of the devotees here that I cannot describe how 
everyone went over each news item.

I have always dreamed when I could read a devo
tee newspaper complete with pictures, and I really 
appreciate the wonderful service that you are ren
dering to Srila Prabhupada.

Bhavabhuti dasa 
Gauhatl, Assam
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When rowdy youths tried to 
topple the Zurich establish
ment, it was a great preach
ing  o p p o r tu n ity  f o r  one  
socialite. But what about 
her husband— will he ever 
surrender?

I f  I  catch any o f  those upstart youths 
slashing my tires, thought Gustav Vogel 
as he got out of his Mercedes, I ’ll kill them!

Gustav and his wife Gertrude began their 
short walk to the Zurich opera house. The 
capitol of Swiss high finance hadn’t always 
been a place of anxiety, at least as Mr. Vogel 
perceived things. But since last summer 
when the trouble started with the youth 
gang known as die Bewegung—“the Move
ment” —Zurich had turned into a nasty 
kind of hell amid the sparkling Swiss alps, 
especially if you were wealthy and had 
something to lose.

Gustav had plenty to lose. He 
owned a chain o f shoe shops, 
several o f which had been van
dalized and looted in the riots, 
and his insurance company was 
refusing to indemnify.

“ Why don’t you slow down,
Gustav,” called Mrs. Vogel, lag
ging behind his brisk pace. “ Krish
na will make you a horse in your 
next life.”

Gustav caught himself and 
sneered at his wife.

Mrs. Vogel had recently im
mersed herself in reading Bhaga- 
vad-gita As It Is, by His Divine 
Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami 
Prabhupada. She had purchased the book 
from a shaven-headed Hare Krishna devotee 
who had approached her while she was 
shopping downtown. At first she was attrac
ted by the artwork, then drawn into reading 
the introduction, which she regarded as the 
most sublime philosophical essay she had 
read in her 52^years.

The spectacular 19th-century opera house 
the Vogels were about to attend had become 
the scapegoat of the loosely organized group 
of about 2,000 dissatisfied, disaffected Swiss 
youth. The previous May the city council 
had announced plans to spend $38 million 
on its renovation and further embellishment. 
That evening hundreds of youths surround
ed the theater, angrily chanting “ Everything 
for them, nothing for us!” Soon cobble
stones and other objects were being thrown 
at the many huge $16,000 windows.

The gang was chanting “ Money for rock

’n’ roll” and “ Down with the theater of 
the elite” when the nominal Zurich police 
force arrived. The ensuing fight and the 
blood that remained on the street the next 
morning was grim presentiment of what 
has since amounted to an all-out attack 
on convention by die Bewegung. Damages 
from the youthful reign o f terror and police 
reactions have exceeded $10 million.

Gustav rounded the corner and looked 
with disdain at the plywood barricades 
protecting the costly windows of the opera 
house, and the new metal doors imposed 
over the entrance to the foyer.

“ One would never have thought,”  he 
sputtered, “ that in order to enjoy the opera 
we would have to protect ourselves from 
the younger generation.”

“ It’s all a matter o f karma, dear,” Ger
trude replied, "and if you understood you 
wouldn’t get overwrought. After all, what 
can you expect when the city subsidizes the 
opera house at $44 a seat but won't spend a 
franc on giving its youth proper guidance?’

The Vogels’ two grown sons, though to 
Gertrude a bit stodgy like their father, were 
respectable managers o f his stores. The

problem children were thousands of rural 
Swiss youth who had moved from their 
Alpine valley homes to Zurich, where they 
hoped to enter the mainstream of modern 
economic life. But without marketable 
skills or higher education, their options 
were confined to the universities and menial 
jobs. And with living space scarce and 
expensive, communal arrangements and 
squatting in abandoned buildings had be
come commonplace.

The growing population of dissatisfied 
youths demanded that the city open aban
doned buildings for housing and youth 
centers. But the Zurich city fathers refused, 
because who in sedate, sober Switzerland 
would tolerate government financing of 
a rock ’n’ roll fantasy for some useless mal
contents? Of course, for die Bewegung, 
the burghers’ announcement of a $38 million 
grant for an already opulent opera house

was the utmost hypocrisy and a declaration 
of war.

Gustav sighed in disdain as they passed 
huge spray painted graffiti: “NO LEAD
ERS” ; “ I HATE YOU WHOEVER YOU 
ARE” ; “ ELVIS UBER ALLES.”

“ Gustav, you are searching for water 
in the desert while you're complaining about 
the heat,” said Gertrude matter-of-factly. 
“ Don’t you see? This world is not going 
to change—it’s meant for suffering. This 
is Kali-yuga, the age o f quarrel and 
hypocrisy.”

The doorkeeper opened the steel door 
to the opera house, the exquisite foyer of 
which was filled with the most august mem
bers of Zurich’s high life, grouped around a 
statue of a fat female nude.

As they passed through. Gustav, with his 
neatly trimmed moustache quivering, told 
Gertrude, “ Listen to me, you ingrate, if you 
so much as utter one more word of your 
mumbo jumbo in here, 1 don’t know what 
I may do! You’ve simply become an em- 
barassment and you’re driving me insane!” 

It was bad enough that she had stopped 
preparing him meat and he was either forced 

to eat in restaurants or take her vege
tarian dishes. Her words were too 
much.

Gertrude was nonplussed by her 
husband’s outburst, but then she 
remembered Krishna in His beautiful 
youthful form, driving Arjuna and his 
chariot into the thick of battle. She re
membered His sacred order: “Aban
don all varieties of religion and just 
surrender unto Me. I shall deliver you 
from all sinful reaction. Do not fear.” 
It was an order to take shelter o f— 
from God—not the selfish command 
of a mundane personality.

She remembered Srila Prabhu- 
pada’s words: no living being is ex
empt from  rendering service to other 

living beings...the rendering o f  service is the 
eternal religion o f  the living being. She still 
had her duty as a wife. And the highest prin
ciple therein was to make her husband 
Krishna conscious.

Inside, all the elegantly dressed couples 
appeared so perfect. The stark light from 
the crystal chandeliers, however, which 
at any moment could be shattered by a 
crazed radical, betrayed the scene as an 
illusion. Here were Zurich’s wealthiest, 
most famous business and government men 
and their wives, puffed up by temporary 
designations. Their tailored clothes, expen
sive jewelry and coiffeurs were the thinnest 
veneer against old age, disease, and death.

It wasn’t that Gertrude was a frump. She 
had dressed to preach.

Several couples recognized the Vogels 
and waved. Ushers were telling everyone 
that the first act was starting.

The tragic heroine of the opera—Wag
ner’ s Tristan  und Iso ld e  — rem inded 
Gertrude of the young woman who had 
immolated herself just outside the theater 
last winter. Gertrude saw both the heroine 
and the suicide as unfortunate victims of 
the illusion promoted in the material world. 
The real tragedy, she thought, is that people 
are willing to accept mundane relationships 
and activities in place o f  self-realization, 
which should be the real g al o f  human 
life. What a waste, to use this rare gift o f  
a human body to satisfy the temporary 
demands o f  the senses and mind, rather than 
the eternal need o f  the soul to associate 
with God!

At intermission, Gustav and Gertrude 
went out to the foyer. Some old friends 
of the Vogels, a prominent banker, Klaus

Moller, and his wife approached.
“ Well, Vogel, the civic opera company 

has certainly improved with the addition 
o f the Austrian mezzo-soprano, wouldn’t 
you agree?” said the monocled banker.

G ustav nodded as he o rd ered  a 
champagne.

Gertrude was not afraid to speak her 
mind, especially among old friends. “ Klaus,
I don’t see what difference it makes whether 
you have a mezzo-soprano or a frog, because 
the city council's attachment for this edifice 
may mean its downfall and yours as well. 
Everyone within earshot became silent, as if 
one of the radicals were speaking.

“ Really, this elaborate attempt to enjoy 
ourselves is almost as much a travesty as 
what we’ve done to the young people, and 
you can see we’re paying for that!”

Gustav was smoldering. “ I’ ve really 
got to apologize for my wife,” he stammered 
to the Mollers, “ she’s been influenced by 
the Krishna cult and lost her sensibilities.” 

Gertrude was not the least bit embar
rassed. And Klaus knew her husband was 
a bit stiff. “No, please try to understand— 
I’m talking about the law of karma. We have 
certainly brought this trouble on ourselves 
by living foolishly, without the proper lead
ership or goals.”  Inwardly she was feeling 
great satisfaction at being able to speak up 
for Krishna, and this positivism was very 
attractive to her listeners. “ Everyone thinks 
the purpose o f life is simply to satisfy the 
senses, so is it any wonder that the young 
people are in a rage against the adult monop
oly?”  she said.

Mr. Moller was intrigued with the eco-

Saroyan baffled; 
thought death 
would spare him

Recently, five days before dying of can
cer, Pulitzer Prize-winning American 
author William Saroyan made a final 
statement to the press: “ Everybody has got 
to die, but I have always thought that an 
exception would be made in my case. Now 
what?”

The writer’s belief was not new. In India 
millenia ago, King Yudhisthira was asked 
his definition of the most amazing thing.

He replied that “ ...at every moment, hun
dreds and thousands of living entities meet 
death, but a foolish living being thinks 
himself deathless and does not prepare for 
the inevitable."

Man’s quest for immortality and his in
ability to accept or prepare for his own 
death is a symptom that we have a higher, 
eternal nature. That innermost self, the 
soul, is indeed deathless even as it moves 
on to a new body at the demise of an old 
one.

W illiam  Saroyan was perplexed at 
death because he was ignorant of the prin

c ip le  of reincarnation explained in the 
Bhagavad-gita, that the soul “ passes into 
another body at death” and that “ the self
realized soul is not bewildered by such 
a change."

Zurich/p. 8
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nomic slant of Gertrude’s statement. “The 
Krishnas— said Mrs. Moller, “you mean 
those chanting monks with the shaved 
heads? My yoga teacher was speaking about 
karma—what do the Krishna’s say?” 

“ Karma is the reaction that comes from 
an action in your life—you know, ‘As you 
sow you shall reap.’ It's good karma to be 
wealthy—like a reward for good works 
in the past, even in past lives. But if one 
doesn’t engage his wealth in the service of 
good, selflessly, the result will be bad karma, 
and one is bound to become poverty- 
stricken, either in this life or the next.” 

“ How does that relate to the present 
situation with the anarchists?” asked Klaus.

“ It’s certainly good karma to be born 
in the wealthiest European country, but 
atheists are propagandizing that life ends 
with the death of the body, so everyone 
is thinking they had better extract and ex
ploit as much pleasure as possible while 
they can. Just look at the advertisements 
these days. If we give up our moral prin
ciples in the name of sense gratification, 
how do you think that affects the children? 
They become even more degraded, with no 
faith in anything but sex, drugs, and loud, 
violent music. Because our leadership is so 
rotten, of course they become anarchists. 
Our mistakes come back to us.”

“ So what is the Krishna faith doing?” 
asked Klaus politely. Gustav was aghast. 
Gertrude was smiling.

“ They are ministering to both sides,” 
she said, “offering a spiritual solution based 
on developing knowledge o f God, or Krish
na, His personal name. They distribute 
Bhagavad-gita. in order to counter atheistic 
conceptions with information o f the eternal 
soul, and they prescribe the chanting of 
the Holy Names as the means to higher 
pleasure than the bodily senses can provide,

thus making it possible to experience the 
difference between the body and the soul. 
It’s not a secret mantra: Hare Krishna, Hare 
Krishna, Krishna Krishna, Hare Hare/ 
Hare Rama, Hare Rama, Rama Rama, 
Hare Hare. A simple prayer to God—I 
chant it every day."

Now Gustav could not believe his ears. 
Here is my stupid wife in the middle o f  the 
Zurich opera house, spouting o ff meta
physics and mysticism! He kept listening.

“ Human society will flourish if Krishna 
Consciousness is encouraged. The Hare 
Krishna mantra is the guaranteed remedy 
for the present troubles, and that’s why 
devotees of Krishna regularly appear during 
the riots, dodging the rubber bullets and 
water cannons, to chant and distribute 
prasadam, sacred food, to both sides. I’ve 
seen it myself from our storefront on 
Bahnhofstrasse— adversaries from both 
sides enjoying prasadam and chanting Hare 
Krishna!”

“ Bravo, bravo for the Krishnas!” said 
Klaus. Intermission was over and Gustav 
harumphed at the Moller’s enthusiasm to 
hear more about karma, reincarnation, 
Srila Prabhupada, and the Hare Krishna 
Movement. He left his wife in the foyer 
with them and returned to his seat for the 
second half of the opera, in which the mezzo- 
soprano lost her voice.

At breakfast the next morning, Gustav 
kept his head buried in the newspaper. 
Gertrude served him a second cup o f hot 
milk as she hurried to finish her cleanup 
of their home. “ I’m taking the car this morn
ing, dear,”  she called on her way to change 
her clothes.

Gustav was reading about a madcap 
radical who had recently terrorized a high-

Zurich/p. 10

By Indrlya Damana data

PAR IS—A recent broadcast of the most 
widely viewed TV magazine here, Question 
o f  Time, focused favorably on the Hare 
Krishna Movement, and according to 
FRANCE-SOIR, the national daily paper, 
seven million Frenchmen were watching.

Several advertisements of the show were 
run daily for a week before, and previews 
to the press resulted in positive stories in 
every Paris daily paper and the weekly 
magazines.

The popular newscaster who produces 
Question o f  Time, Alain Valentini, received 
critical acclaim for his objectivity in these 
reports. And his enthusiasm for Krishna 
Consciousness is so high that he is thinking 
of writing a book about the movement.

Prior to the actual broadcast, at the end of 
the evening news, famous TV star Leon 
Zitrone appeared and presented a brief 
excerpt o f exciting footage to draw in 
viewers.

Throughout the show that followed, 
ISKCON was portrayed as a bona fide 
religion, without any reference to cults or 
comparisons to bogus spiritual groups.

The opening segment was an interview 
with a mother and her ten-year-old son, 
who were visiting the temple for the first 
time. She was amazed by the atmosphere, 
and her child was obviously having a great 
time.

Following this was a thorough back
ground study of Krishna Consciousness and 
the disciplic succession, up to the present 
here in France with Srila Bhagavan 
Goswami.

The next section covered our daily prac
tices, such as japa, worship, and cooking. 
Many viewers wrote to say they were im-

7 million French see Krishna
pressed with the sobriety, cleanliness, and 
seriousness of devotees.

The positive portrayal continued to the 
end, including Ramasahai Purohit present
ing the Pope with a copy of Bhagavad-gita, 
a garlanded Ruth Carter at New Mayapur 
farm, and professional model Satarupa-devi 
dasi explaining the pleasures of devotional 
service.

Finally, a 12-year-old girl with thought
fulness and serenity far beyond her age said, 
“ I took initiation from my spiritual master 
to become fixed up in spiritual life, purify 
my consciousness, and go back to Godhead 
at the time of death.”

Since the show, many more people than 
before have been visiting New Mayapur, 
and every day, sankirtana devotees are 
meeting people whose interest in our way of 
life has been aroused.

U o V i n 1 I ISKCON WORLD REVIEW 
XXd.1 JL U U 1  • and the International Office 
of Public Affairs is rapidly increasing its worldwide 
preaching—and you can help! Applications are now 
being accepted for the following services: advertis
ing management, artwork, bookkeeping, business 
management, circulation management, editing, 
fundraising, graphic arts, photography, proofread
ing, radio and TV preaching, secretarial work, trans
lation, typesetting, VIP cultivation, and writing. 
Reply to Mukunda dasa, ISKCON International 
Office of Public Affairs, 3764 Watseka Ave., Los An
geles, CA 90034 USA, including background and 
personal information.

Ç o v  i n d a s

'R g é la u r a n t

more' than 
15/30 0  p la tes 

of prasadam 
served

2-1245B EadCUffDr.
Santa Crux, CA
9 5 0 6 2

(40^475-9833

Full-Color Photo Booklets
ivo-

Vpdlc
iurr

-FATE (First American 
Transcendental Exhibition)

— The A. C Bhàktivedantê Trust 
Collection (BBT Art)

-Neo-Vedic Architecture

Within U.S.: $3 postpaid per set. Send 
cash, check, or money order.
Outside U. S.: U. S. $5 postpaid per set. 
Send bank draft or international mon

ey order for U. S. currency drawn on 
a bank with an L. A. branch or repre
sentative, or non-U. S. currency, in
cluding $1 currency exchange fee

ISKCON Office of Public Affairs 3764 Watseka Avenue Los Angeles, CA 90034

8" X 10" COLOR PRINTS

Queen Elizabeth II 
in Hyde Park, London 

(B & W only) $2.50

ON QUANTITY ORDERS

L ife ’s May 1980 
New Vrindaban Cover 

S5

?

m  1
British Prime M inister 

Margaret Thatcher 
$5

Pope John Paul II 
in Nairobi, Kenya 

$5

Postage & Handling

U. S. non-U. S.
up to 4 photos $1 $2

5-10 "  » 1.75 2.75
10-25 ’’ 2.50 5.00

over 25 ”  no charge! 5.00

Any 4 - 10% off 
5-10 - 15% »  

10-25 - 20% »  
over 25 - 25% »

Other sizes available 
Prices on inquiry

ISKCON Office of Public Affairs, 3764 Watseka Ave., Los Angeles, CA 90034 USA
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THE MAYAPUR FOUNDATION
1. Sravanam—hear
ing the Holy Name of 
the Lord

•. Sakhyam— consid 
•ring  the Lord one's 
best friend.

The Lotus of 
Sridham Navadvlp

9. Atma-nlvadanam-
surrendering every
thing to the Lord

2. Klrtanam—Chant
ing the Holy Name

7. Oasyam—becom- 
a servant of the Lord

6. Vandanam—offer
ing prayers to the 
Lord.

S. Arcanam—worship 
of the Deity.

3. Smaranam-
remembering the 
Lord

4. Pada-savanam—
attachment to the 
Lotus Feet of the 
Lord.

The world’s largest selection of fine 
quality incense is now available to devo
tees at the best possible prices! And our 
profits go to the Mayapur Foundation to 
build the Temple of Understanding en
visioned by Srila Prabhupada!

All grades of incense are available for 
use in Temple, Deity Worship, Asrama,
Home, Gift Shop, and on Sankirtana, 
including fine and commercial Indian 
Agarbathi, and the following brands:
Spiritual Sky, Scented Garden, Olfac
tory, Primo, Gonesh, Peterscents, and 
Mother Nature.

Balarama’s Enterprises Inc.
P. O. Box 8 
Rodeo, CA 94572

Call Archananda das today for special devotee prlcesl 
U. S. Toll Free: 800-227-2966
California 
and Abroad: (415) 548-3533
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GBC zonal chart
GBCs for particular centers are listed on the AKS H.H. Adi Kesava Swami

right of each column. Countries with official cen A R A Sriman Atreva Rsi dasa Adhikari
ters are alphabetized under their bold-type BVA Sriman Balavanta dasa Adhikari
regions. Abbreviations are defined at right. BG Srila Bhagavan Goswami

BSDS H.H. Bhaktisvarupa Damodara S.
BAG Srila Bhavananda Goswami

Africa BS H.H. Brahmananda Swami
Kenya JG GKG H.H. Gopala Krsna Goswami
Mauritius JG HS Srila Hansadutta Swami
Nigeria BS HKS Srila Harikesa Swami
South Africa JG HG Srila Hrdayananda Goswami
Asia JJG H.H. Jagajivana Goswami
Hong Kong TKG JPS Srila Jayapataka Swami
India JG Srila Jayatirtha Goswami

Andhra Pradesh* MS KS Srila Kirtanananda Swami
Assam JPS-BSDS MS H.H. Mahamsa Swami
Bihar JPS PDS H.H. Pancadravida Swami
Gujurat GKG PKG H.H. Prabhupada-krpa Goswami
Maharastra# GKG RS Srila Kamesvara Swami
Manipur BSDS RNA Sriman Rupanuga dasa Adhikari
Karnataka JPS SG Srila Satsvarupa Goswami
Orissa JPS TKG Srila Tamala Krsna Goswami
Punjab GKG VA Sriman Vasudeva dasa Adhikari
Tamil Nadu JPS Peru## JJG
Uttar Pradesh Trinidad and Tobago AKS

New Delhi GKG Middle East
Vrinilavana# BAG Iran*# A R A

W. Bengal Israel# BG
Calcutta JPS-BAG North America
Chhaygharia JPS Canada*### GKG
Mavapur'tt JPS-BAG United States

Japan RS California
Malaysia HS Berkeley HS
Nepal JPS Hopland* HS
Philippines HS Laguna Beach RS
Sri Lanka HS
Thailand JPS 
Australasia
Australia***#### PKG
Fiji VA
Indonesia PKG
New Zealand* PKG 
Europe
Austria# HKS
Belgium BG
Denmark HKS
England*# JG
France* BG
Greece BG
Holland BG
Ireland JG
Italy* BG
Sicily BG
Spain* BG
Sweden# HKS
Switzerland*# HKS
W. Germany*# HKS 
Latin America
Bolivia JJG
Brazil* HG
Chile# JJG-HKS
Colombia*# PDS
Costa Rica# PDS
Dominican Republic AKS
Ecuador PDS
El Salvador PDS
Guyana* AKS
Mcxico PDS
Panama PDS

Los Angeles»
San Diego#
San Franciscotttttt 
Santa Cruztt 

Colorado* 
Connecticut 
Delaware 
Florida*#
Georgia
Hawaii*
Illinois
Louisiana
Maryland
Massachusetts
Michigan
Mississippi*
Missouri
New Jersey
New York*#
Ohio#
Oregon: 
Pennsylvania 

Philadelphia 
Pittsburgh 
Port Royal*
State College 

Puerto 'Rico*# 
Rhode Island 
Tennessee*
Texas
Washington 
Washington, D. C.# 
West Virginia*

♦-farm

RS
RS
ARA
ARA
RS
AKS
SG
HG
BVA-RNA
RS
RS-JG
BVA-RNA
SG
AKS
JG
BVA
RS-JG
AKS
AKS
KS
HS

SG
KS
SG
SG
AKS
AKS
BVA-RNA
TKG
GKG
SG
KS

SUBSCRIBE
ISKCON WORLD REVIEWto

the

$15/yr. Z'T
outside

$20/yr. u.s.
(airmail)

Payment: W ith in U. S.—cash, check, or money order. Outside U. S.— 
international money order or bank draft drawn on a bank with an L. A. 
branch or representative. Or send non-U. S. currency in an equivalent 
amount plus $1 currency exchange fee.

»-restaurant

When the media asks for the 
facts about the Hare Krishna 
movement, what do you do? 
UMK-1, of course!

UM K-1: The Universal Media Kit
HERE'S WHAT YOU GET—
*Six first-class, black-and-white glossy photographs showing ISKCON  
activities around the world, including captions. A ll photos are suitable fo r  
Aewspapers, magazines, and television.
* Eleven pages o f  perfect, media-ready copy. Use as is fo r  all English-lan- 
guage media; easily adaptable to any other language.
*Headings include. mm am mm mm mm mm mm

•  Philosophy and Practices 
•Lifestyle and Dress
•  History / Statistics

(includes worldwide figures)
•  Farm Communities 
•Festivals
•  Food and Restaurants 
•Church Government 
•Publications

• Three pages o f  comprehensive 
instructions and ideas fo r  using 
UMK-1.

Price: U. S. $5.00 
postpaid per kit 

(photos only—$3.00)
Wkhin V. S.: stud cask. check. or money order. 
Out tide V. S.: »end bank draft or International 
money order for U. S. currency drawn on a bank 
with an L . A. branch or representative, or 
non-U. S. currency. Including SI currency ex
change fee per kit.

ISKCON Office of Public Affairs 
3764 Watsek* Avenue 
Los Angeles, CA 90034
USA

Please send_____
postpaid per kit.

Please send.

_UMK-I(s) at U. S. $5

.photo set(s) at U. S.
S3 postpaid per set.

Total amount o f order: U. S. S______
Foreign currency add U. S. St exchange 
fee.

Name.

Address.

C ity____

Country.

...Zurich
class department store by menacing a 
battery-powered chain saw at customers. 
When will this madness stop? he thought.

Gertrude appeared in the door dressed 
in her Indian sari. It was Sunday and time 
for her to go to the temple to help the devo
tees prepare their weekly feast. “ Goodbye 
now,”  she said, smiling brightly. Gustav 
nodded as she turned to leave. He heard 
the car start in the driveway, and as he sur
veyed the rest o f the bad news, he thought 
that today was the day he would go to the 
temple. There are a fe w  questions I  would  
like to ask, he told himself.

Editor's Note: “  'A Night at the Opera'—  
Zurich Style" is based on an article written 
by Guru Gauranga prabhu. coordinator o f  
IS K C O N  a c tiv itie s  in S w itze r la n d  a n d  
Austria. The events involving Die Bewe- 
gung and the Zurich opera house are true, 
but any similarity between the characters o f  
this story and people in real life is purely  
Krishna's mercy!

New Portable Karma Preaching Dioramas
Dioram a m ounts on top o f its case; w m ,m \fe a tu re s  b u ilt - in  e xp la n a tio n  and
book rack.

. c ■ V,
W eighs on ly  23 lbs.

i
i

Size
(closed fo r carry ing)
19" high 
16" deep 
20" w ide 
$250
shipping crate $25

Q & tu d iæ

3764 Watseka Avenue 
Los Angeles, CA 90034 
USA
(213) 559-6173 

204-2834
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ISKCON Regional Secretary Alanatha 
Swami on (arm outside Bogata. The 
farmhouse is the humble beginning of 
a huge temple and gurukula complex. 
Land was donated by member.

Hare Krishna: Documenting the Issue
This book of positive statements and 
news clippings about the Hare Krishna 
Movement was first produced to counter 
the “ brainwashing”  myth of the “ depro- 
grammers.”  Included are over 100 pages 
of statements and articles by:
'Scholars (7 items)
'M enta l Health Professionals (5 items) 
'Theologians and Clergymen (4 items) 
•Devotees’ Parents (11 items)
'Ind ian  Leaders (16 items)

Also contains:
'Humanitarian Programs (9 items) 
'K rishna Consciousness and 

Religious Liberty (6 items) 
•Miscellany (12 items)

Only SI 2, postpaid within U. S.
$15 outside U. S.

W ithin U. S. . Send cash, check, or money 
order. Outside U. S.: Send bank draft 
or international money order for U. S. 
currency drawn on a bank with an L. A. 
branch or representative, or non-U. S. 
currency, in c lu d in g  ex ch a n g e  f e e  o f  
S I per book.

ISKCON Office of Public Affairs 
3764 Watseka Ave.
Los Angeles, CA 90034 USA

Nam e:

Address:

Citv:

C ountry:.....

ADVERTISE
In the ISKCON WORLD REVIEW 

—read by more than 5,000 
devotees and friends of 

ISKCON worldwide.
Rates: Send check or money order (in U. S. funds) with 

.. your ad-wording or camera-ready copy to:Full page $250 7 3
$150 ISKCO N W ORLD REVIEW

3764 W atseka Avenue
/a * 80 Los Angeles, CA 90034
% $40 USA

po lice  on ly  in tervene 
w h e n  t r a f f i c  s to p s ! 
The devotees are a l
ways the first to leave— 
the audience can't get 
enough chanting. “Hasta 
m anana!”

The devotees in Boga
ta  are m ak ing  g reat 
headway with a congre
g a tio n a l m em bership 
p rogram . The in t ro 
d u c to ry  c a te g o ry  o f  
m em bership is called 
“ Friends o f K rishna,”  
and to qualify, a person

South America receptive; membership bursts Bogata at seams
By Jsys Rama dasa

W hen in itia tin g  sp iritua l master 
Srila Acaryadeva arrived at the 
Bogata airport, officials allowed 

50 ecstatic devotees to chant and dance 
in the airport and meet him on the runway, 
waived customs and immigration proce
dures, allowed his vehicle to double-park, 
and provided a police motorcycle escort 
back to the temple!

This was one of the highlights o f my recent 
Latin American tour with the Ramayana 
players o f Govinda’s American Theater

the capitol of Colombia, and were chauf- 
feured to the temple in Sri Kurma, the 
Winnebago camper donated to Alanatha 
Swami, the ISKCON regional secretary 
there and in Costa Rica, Ecuador, Nica
ragua, and Panama.

The temple is in one o f three large houses 
occupied by devotees in one o f Bogata’s 
best neighborhoods. The other buildings 
contain asramas. offices, and a restaurant.

The temple and restaurants have a con
stant stream of guests during the day, and 
after delighting in Krishna prasadam, many 
are inspired to come to bhakti-yoga class 
in the evening. These topical classes are 
scheduled and advertised in a newspaper 
the devotees publish and distribute all over 
town. The attendance rivals that of r. Sun
day feast, and the question-and-answer 
periods at the end must be brought to a 
close with an. invitation to return manana. 
otherwise they would never end.

And a Sunday feast has to be seen to be 
believed: people literally hanging out of 
the windows and doors to hear the lecture 
and kirtana.

Hari-nama sankirtana is no less enthusi
astically received. The chanting brings all 
the downtown office workers to their win
dows, and in the street, hundreds of people 
gather to enjoy the maha-mantra. The

agrees to chant a round of japa  daily, give 
a monthly donation, and assist in some 
capacity with the temple program.

“ League of Devotees”  members chant 
a minimum of four rounds daily, are vege
tarians, and do not take intoxication. These 
members can become qualified for spiritual

initiation if they chant 16 rounds and follow 
all four regulative principles for one year.

Judging from the extremely enthusiastic 
response of the people of Bogata to Krishna 
Consciousness, the entire neighborhood 
surrounding the temple will soon be needed 
to house everyone who wants to surrender.

Ensemble. As we toured several major 
cities, I discovered that the Latin American 
people, with their conservative and pious 
tradition of Catholicism, are exceptionally 
receptive and open-hearted to Lord Cai- 
tanya’s movement.

My ecstasy began when I boarded an A ir 
Panama flight in M iami for Panama City. 
The Panamanians on board, who read the 
Ramayana  in high school just as American 
students read Shakespeare, were all fasci
nated by our appearance and curious to 
know more. These open-minded people 
listened with great attention, and did not 
hesitate to ask questions or express their 
doubts.

We landed on time in Panama City, a 
noteworthy event in the land of manana, or 
tomorrow, as the Latin countries are affec
tionately known, in contrast to the urgent 
atmosphere of the U. S.

The customs agent was wary o f our 
mrdangas, afraid that we had come to sell 
them without paying duty. A senior officer 
rescued us, “ These are the boys who are 
going to present the play.”  His short ex
planation brought the agent up-to-date on 
the latest theatrical happening in town.

A porter took our luggage outside and 
opened the door with a smile and “ Hare 
Krishna!”  which he pronounced “ Kreeshna!” 
For the next four days, everyone we met, 
from policemen to young children, greeted 
us with “ Hare Kreeshna!”

Next, we made a short flight to Bogata,

1980 Bombay Public Affairs World Conference Tapes

Learn how to start a public affairs 
program at your center— counter
act bad press, develop media 
relations, create good publicity, 
cultivate VIPs— in other words, 
get into some big preaching! 
Besides two-and-a-half hours of 
cassette tapes, your kit includes 
the most important workshop  
material used at the convention, 
and the final resolutions adopted 
for w orldw ide use.

Within U. S.: Send $15 cash, ih e tk  or m oney order. Outside 
U. S.: Send I S. $18 bank (tra il or in te rna tiona l m oney o rde r 
draw n on a bank w ith  an I A branch o r representative, or 
t ‘ f|u iva le n i non-U . S. currency, p iu* $1 currency  e «  hanjje  
/'•e  p vr kit.

ISKCON International Office of Public Affairs 
3764 Watseka Avenue, Los Angeles, CA 90034 U.S.A.
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Archives: An Ocean of Nectar
you get your own copy. You can even get a print o f a picture, 
or order a duplicate of a sound recording on cassette, or 
visual footage on videotape.

However enlivening this vision of the future Bhaktive- 
danta Archives sounds, the truth is that three serious 
problems stand in the way of its actualization. First, the 
present holdings are far from complete, and there is no 
guarantee that they can be made complete. Second, all 
the existing material that hasn't been turned over to the 
archives, as well as most of the material that has, is rapidly 
disintegrating with the passage of time for want of preserva
tion measures And th ird, there is a serious lack of 
manpower to properly care for, process, and catalogue even 
the present holdings.

In the last few months there have been astonishing 
additions of Srila Prabhupada material to the archives, such 
as 64 reels of tape containing 145 separate lectures and con
versations submitted by Srila Hansadutta Swami. He had 
the tapes shipped from Germany where they had been in 
storage for many years.

Recently, Amogha prabhu of Australia sent 246 slides 
and photos and eight movies. His acquisitions were the 
result of a lot of transcendental detective work, tracking 
down news films made by Australian and Indonesian TV 
stations and photographs taken by newspapers and individ
uals during Srila Prabhupada's visits in 1972, ’74, and ’76.

Since Srila Prabhupada was the subject of photographs 
and recordings wherever he went for over a decade, there 
is practically no lim it to the amount of material that 
exists, only a question of how much can be located.

The BBT began systematically recording Srila 
Prabhupada in I972, but during the seven previous 
years there was no program to immortalize his 
teachings. There are serious gaps in that period, 
sometimes of several months, despite the fact that 
nearly every day, Srila Prabhupada lectured on 
Bhagavad-gita and the other Vedic literatures, took 
morning walks, and held room conversations, 
and that almost as often, someone was making 
a recording.

Especially when Srila Prabhupada ap
peared in public, cameras outnumbered tape 
machines as recording devices. Although 
the number of photos in the archives is 
correspondingly greater than tapes (during 
one period there were two devo
tees taking pictures of him full 
tim e), most o f his visual 
presence as spiritual mas
ter is undocumented. Images 
of his earlier life are the most 
rare.

Srila Prabhupada and 
his instructions are eternal.
The difficulty is that the 
paper, magnetic tape, and 
film  that his words and 
images were committed to

are not. As time, Krishna turns even His own temples to 
dust, what to speak of handwritten and printed pages, the 
arrangement of magnetic charges on recording tape, and the 
subtle gradations of dyes on gelatin substrates that are 
photographic transparencies. That is, unless out of devotion 
we act to prolong their existence so that future generations 
can become Krishna conscious.

There are many known instances of tragic losses of Srila 
Prabhupada material. Several years ago in West Bengal, 
India, 17 letters to Srila Jayapataka Swami stored in a filing 
cabinet became flood casualties. Thirteen were salvageable; 
four were completely destroyed by the water and mud.

Even without natural or manmade disasters, the world's 
most exalted documents are fleeting unless costly, exacting 
steps are taken to preserve them.

Light, sulfur dioxide in the air, and normal temperature 
and humidity fluctuations seriously damage paper, magnetic 
tape, and photographic films. Alum rosin, a chemical used 
to give paper its stiffness, turns it brown and brittle in as 
little as 30 years, even if all other storage conditions are 
ideal. In the wrong environment, fungus feeds on the gelatin 
and other organic substances of which slides and negatives 
are made, ultimately eating them away. “ A ll the early color 
slides of Srila Prabhupada have faded by 10 percent or more 
due to natural dye instability,”  says Nitya Trpta dasi, 
archives photo technician, who is conducting experiments 
to determine the longevity of transparencies. “ They have 
become unacceptable for publication, at least according 
to the standards we’re used to,”  she says.

There are established methods for preserving important 
documents—they are used by archives, museums, and 
historical foundations worldwide, and ISKCON is in the 
process of adopting them. Controlled storage environments 
for the different mediums are a must. A temperature- and 
humidity-controlled room has recently become the storage 
site of all original writings, letters, and photographs of Srila 
Prabhupada. The conditions are perfect for preserving 
papers and printed matter, as long as the items have been 
deacidified to counteract their self-destructive chemistry. 
Letters and other unbound papers must be encapsulated 
between clear plastic to prevent damage from handling. 
The process costs about $5 per sheet. About 500 manu
script pages and 200 letters have been treated so far.

As for recordings, most originals were made on acetate 
based tape, which becomes brittle after only a few years. 
More than once Parama-rupa has endured the painful 
experience of opening an old tape box containing an original 
Srila Prabhupada lecture to find the magnetic oxide coating 
of the tape flaked off irreparably from its acetate base.

“ At the present rate of deterioration,”  he says, “ the best 
we can hope for with many of the tapes is two, at most three 
more years o f life.”

Saving old recordings means transferring them 
to archival quality polyester based tape, which 
can take up to one week per tape. With only two 
men maintaining the tape archives and ministry, 
processing is going ahead at a slow rate.

Light is ironically the worst enemy of Srila 
Prabhupada's pictures, especially of color slides, 
which offer the most lifelike images of him. The 
chemicals in film  that we think seal forever our 

memory o f him are unstable; viewing a 
slide actually brings about its deterio

ration. Therefore, to maximize their 
lifespan, the 1,000 best original slides 
are kept at a temperature below freez
ing, with high quality duplicates and 

color separations available for printing 
purposes. These frozen pictures o f Srila 

Prabhupada w ill be as good as new 
centuries from now.

The p r im a ry  w o rk  
going on in the photo 
archives is the copying 
o f S r ila  P ra bh up ad a  

m a te r ia l th a t is on 
loa n  fro m  o r ig in a l ow ners.

Because the staff is so small, 
the cost of acquiring new mate

r ia l— beyond the hours o f 
d a rk ro o m  and c a ta lo g in g  
time—is that they cannot prop
erly attend to the existing ar
chives collection.

“ I f  someone is very attached 
to th e ir  o r ig in a l le tte r or 
photograph and won’t accept 
a fine acid-free copy, we make 
do with one and return their 
original,”  says Vidyananda 

prabhu, who is in charge of books, 
letters, and photographs.

Srila Prabhupada’s dally walk near his Saturn Street 
apartment In Los Angeles, 1968. A resourceful devotee 
presented him with a shower curtain tor protection 
from the rain. Nothing Is known about the circum
stances of the other two photos on this page, as Is the 
case with many archives holdings.

In the tape archives, Ekanatha has installed an Apple II
computer and memory banks to aid his inventory of record
ings. The program he is developing will be the eventual 
means of indexing the entire body of Srila Prabhupada’s 
spoken word. An essential prerequisite to that, however, 
is the production of accurate transcripts o f the recordings. 
The tapes must be transcribed and then painstakingly 
proofread against the original. Then the transcripts are 
retyped on acid-free paper and proofread again. So far 
only 100 transcripts have been completed. No indexing 
has been dene.

Although two transcribers and a proofreader presently 
work with the tapes, a retypist and indexer are needed.

But a manpower problem w ill not stop the Bhaktivedanta 
Archives, just as a lack of assistance did not stop Srila 
Prabhupada from coming to the West to carry out the 
order o f his sp ir itua l master, S rila  Bhaktisiddhanta 
Sarasvati.

He arrived alone with a mission to spread Krishna Con
sciousness and in a few short years created an international 
movement and thousands of disciples. He w ill be immortal
ized in history as the Vaisnava acarya who fulfilled the 
desire of Lord Caitanya to make the chanting o f Krishna’s 
names heard in every town and village.

The mission to spread Krishna Consciousness has not 
changed—in fact, it has become more urgent—but the 
success formula has become clear: remembering Srila 
Prabhupada, following his instructions, and carrying out 
his orders. As the source o f his memory, instructions, and 
orders, the Bhaktivedanta Archives is Srila Prabhupada.

4Since Srila Prabhupada 
was the subject of photo

graphs and recordings 
wherever he went for over 
a decade, there is practi

cally no limit to the 
amount fo material that 

exists—only a question of 
how much can be located.9



Ramayana:
Bright pearl 
among 
TV shows

Page 5

BKCON WORLD REVEW
Vol. 1 NO. 5 The Newspaper of the Hare Krishna Movement

Governor praises murals 
by Hare Krishna artist

Gov. Rockefeller. “These murals are an Inspiration that 
makes history come alive."

By Bhutatm a dasa

W HEELING, W.V.—West Virginia Gov. Jay 
Rockefeller recently praised the paintings 
o f ISKCON New Vrindaban artist Murlidhara 

prabhu as “ extraordinary and beautiful...works of art 
rarely seen in the country today.”

Murlidhara’s two most recent murals—of historic 
West V irg in ia  events rather than the pastimes o f 
Krishna—were commissioned by the City of Wheeling 
and the West Virginia Department of Culture for the 
new Wheeling Civic Center.

“ These murals are an inspiration that makes history 
come alive. They w ill become part of the pride of the 
northern panhandle and the glory of West Virginia,”  
the governor sai 1.

Murlidhara is art director at Prabhupada’s Palace o( 
Gold in nearby Moundsville. The media has acclaimed 
the Palace as “ the Taj Mahal of the West.”

When the City of Wheeling first advertised for artists, 
Murlidhara was hesitant to apply. So he brought the 
matter before ISKCON initiating spiritual master Srila 
Kirtanananda Swami Bhaktipada, who directs the activ
ities at the New Vrindaban farm community and Srila 
Prabhupada's Palace of Gold. Srila Bhaktipada's advice 
to Murlidhara, “ Let’s try for it!”

Murlidhara remembered, “ When I started painting, 
important people were talking to me every day. 1 sud
denly realized that just by being there with my shaved

head and sikha, people were becoming favorable towards 
the Krishna Consciousness movement. I understood 
then why Bhaktipada had encouraged me, hr»- .table 
it was. Countless people have since come to the palace 
and gotten the mercy of Srila Prabhupada because they 
admired my work in Wheeling.”

The W H E E LIN G  IN T E LLIG E N C E R  described 
Murlidhara as “ one of the premier talents in the Ohio 
Valley.”  “ Whereas some artists want to make money,” 
wrote the INTELLIGENCER, “ and others want to be 
shown in the finest galleries, M urlidhara wants to 
‘purely present God.’ ”

Murlidhara demonstrated his devotion to Krishna 
by donating his $5,000 commission to New Vrindaban.

“ Since I am used to working from inspiration to bring 
out the beauty of Kri»*’ -  ' Had to find some spiritual 
ciements in these ndane subjects in order
to put my hear» ¡.. hem.” Murlidhara said.
He conducted sevr  ̂ o f research, including a
trip  to the Library of Congress in Washington, D. C.

“ Eventually, 1 noticed things that paralleled our 
philosophy that I could bring out in the paintings,”  he 
explained. “ In the first mural, which shows French 
explorers claiming what is now West Virginia for France, 
the whole ceremony centered on the king as God’s repre
sentative, and a priest's benediction authorized the claim, 
which was actually the Vedic system.

M urlldhara/p.3

Prince Charles meets ‘King Krishna’
By Draupadl-devl da ti 
Public A ffa ir* Corre ipondent

L ONDON—Two Hare Krishna de
votees, along with 500,000 enthusi
astic Britons, lined The Mall near 

Trafalgar Square, waiting for the stately 
carriage procession of the newly married 
Prince Charles and Lady Diana. As the 
royal couple and their entourage ap
proached Queen Victoria’s statue, the 
future king of England appeared to speak 
to his bride about an unusual banner 
coming up on the left. When the colorful 
message was in clear view, Charles and 
Diana joyfully waved and smiled at the 
devotees holding it. The banner read: 
“ Best Wishes to Charles and Diana from 
the Hare Krishna Movement."

By Krishna's grace. Prince Charles has 
lately been receiving a lot of Krishna con
scious association.

Last year on his tour of India, he ac
quired the start of a transcendental li-

Prlnce Charles/p. 3 Banner charms royal couple: “ Best Wishes to Charles and Diana from the Hare Krishna Movement.'
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of ISKCON New Vrindaban artist Murlidhara 

prabhu as “ extraordinary and beautiful...works of art 
rarely seen in the country today.”

Murlidhara’s two most recent murals—of historic 
West V irg in ia  events rather than the pastimes of 
Krishna—were commissioned by the City of Wheeling 
and the West Virginia Department of Culture for the 
new Wheeling Civic Center.

“ These murals are an inspiration that makes history 
come alive. They will become part of the pride of the 
northern panhandle and the glory of West Virginia,” 
the governor sai :.

Murlidhara is a it dnector at Prabhupada’s Palace ol 
Gold in nearby Moundsville. The media has acclaimed 
the Palace as “ the Taj Mahal of the West.”

When the City of Wheeling first advertised for artists, 
Murlidhara was hesitant to apply. So he brought the 
matter before ISKCON initiating spiritual master Srila 
Kirtanananda Swami Bhaktipada, who directs the activ
ities at the New Vrindaban farm community and Srila 
Prabhupada’s Palace of Gold. Srila Bhaktipada’s advice 
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denly realized that just by being there with my shaved

Inspiration that



2 ISKCON WORLD REVIEW

Vaisnava 
leads seminar! 
on dying
WASHINGTON, D. C.—The volunteer 
ministerings of a Hare Krishna devotee 
to terminally il l Hindu patients and their 
families at Children's Hospital here so 
impressed the directors of the intensive 
care unit that they sponsored an interfaith 
conference on death and dying with the 
devotee as the principal speaker.

Conference coordinator Cheryl Fink- 
elstein told Alankara dasa of the Interna
tional Society for Krishna Consciousness 
(ISKCON), “ We have been very impressed 
with your work in crisis situations. You 
project a kind of rapport and professional
ism tha t we have never experienced, 
a lthough many other members o f the 
clergy come here in the same role o f coun
selor. You have taught us all a lot.”

Participants at the July 16 conference 
included a Roman Catholic nun, a Muslim 
priest, and* a Jewish rabbi.

A lankara  explained that the Vedic 
literatures give the most scientific and 
practical knowledge available anywhere 
about the soul and the experience of death. 
“ Life docs not end at the death o f the 
body—the self or soul is eternal and enters 
into a new body after the death of the old 
one,”  he said.

“ The knowledge conta ined in  the 
ancient Sanskrit texts translated by His 
Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami 
Prabhupada, IS KC O N ’s founder and 
spiritual preceptor, enables us to help 
patients approaching death and the ir 
family members,”  Alankara said.

“ According to the Vedas, the sense of 
hearing is the last to fail at death, and the 
dying person experiences the most excru
ciating pain at the lamentation ot his 
family members. Therefore, we encourage 
the family to read from the scriptures and 
the patient to hear the glories of God, and 
i f  possible, chant His names. This spiritual 
process allows the patient to face death 
free from fear," Alankara said.

Conference participants all expressed a 
desire to continue exploring alternatives 
outside the traditional routines available

C l  I P P I M C
Lord Jagannatha comes to Delhi

* ' » •« ▼ J?_

Devotees dance before chariot

yellow -and-red canopy, together 
with Lord Jagannatha  were His 
s i s t e r  S u b h a d r a  a n d  b r o th e r
Balarama.

It was the first time that ISKCON 
(International Society for Krishna 
Consciousness) had brought their 
Jagannatha  procession to Delhi. As 
part of the Hare Krishna Movement, 
they  held s im ila r processions in 
Bombay in March, Poona in April, 
and Surat in June. The gigantic 
chariot has been carted from place 
to place on a trailer.

The three Deities have been made 
by the same family of Puri who 
m ake the  o rig in a l Deity of Lord 
Jaganna tha  every 12 years, as per 
custom. An American-made murti 
of the founder of ISKCON, A. C. 
B h a k tiv e d a n ta  Sw am i P ra b h u 
pada, was placed on the dais a t 
the feet of the Deities.

T he p ro cess io n  beg an  a t  th e  
Rama-lila grounds, and ended at 
Red Fort where, for the next four 

* - "  J --------- ----- -
Red Fort where, for tne next iou r 

NEW DELHI—The powerful eyes d a y s , a d e ta ile d  p rogram m e of 
of Lord Jagannatha  surveyed the k i r t a n a a ,  B h a g a v a d - g i ta  d is -  
throngs of devotees as He was led courses, K rishna and Rama lilaa, 
through the streets of Delhi today and Hare Krishna film shows were 
in a royal procession, complete with held and praaadam  freely distrib- 
caparisoned elephants and horses, uted to all visitors.

F o llo w e rs  of ISK C O N , b o th  
Indian and foreign, danced with

'■ ■ '  — - -  ¿I—  ~1-----

i l l  tx  i \ j y  a t  p i u w o D i v » ,  —,—
caparisoned elephants a n d ____
and with a number of bands playing 
devotional melodies to accompany 
the  ecsta tic  c h a n tin g  of hym ns.
Never before has the Capital wit
nessed th is  P uri-sty le  procession were QrCBHCU 111 o a iiiv n , --------
on such a grand scale. shaved except for the tuft of hair

The 3.5-foot Deity, a replica of a t the back, and large tilakaa  on 
the famous one at Puri, was carried their foreheads, 
on a 50-foot high ratha (chariot), F o re ig n  w om en devo tees h a d  
profusely decorated with marigolds their heads covered with their aaris. 
and jasmines. Under the bright Earrings, nose rings, and bangles

in a ia n  a u u  lu rc ig u ,  uai*v«%* . . . . . .
religious fervour as they chanted 
the maha mantra. Many of them 
w ere d re sse d  in  sa ffro n , h ead s* ■’ ‘ A - i  1_*

completed the Indian look, while 
sindoor decorated the parting of the 
long, blonde hair dressed in a  tight 
bun of those who were married.

One of them, Rama-devi, comes 
from Australia, where her name was 
Lynn. She came across the Hare 
Krishna Movement seven years ago 
and became a devotee. For the last 
three years, she has lived in India.

W hite, brow n, and black skin  
mingled together in a commonness 
of dress and belief. The scent of 
camphor pervaded the air, and rose 
water was liberally showered on 
all before the  procession s ta r te d  
to the blowing of conchshells.

The chariot was drawn by a long, 
thick nylon rope pulled by more 
than 100 persons. It was steered 
by way of a large wheel under the 
dais. The progress was slow as 
people surged forward to look and 
pray.

At Puri, where the procession will 
be held on July 3, it is believed that 
touch ing  the  rope and  g e ttin g  a 
glimpse (darshan) of the famous 
Deity absolves one from the cycle
of rebirth.

L a k h a  o f people g a th e r  th e re  
every year to witness the journey 
of Lord Jagannatha  to the Gun- 
dicha temple, and His return on 
the tenth day. Since ancient days, 
the M aharaja of Puri sweeps the 
ground in front of the chariot with 
a golden broom to symbolise the 
supremacy of God over king.

—HINDUSTAN TIMES, New Delhi

fo r dealing w ith  patients and fam ilies 
undergoing the death experience.

“ Your talk has given us new light on 
the care o f the dying, and as time goes 
on I hope to see many o f these practices 
incorporated by clergy of all faiths,”  said 
Dr. Allen Fields, director of the intensive 
care unit.

Buses broadcast Holy Name

Calcutta billboard

Enchanting mantra prompted requests for melody

NAIROBI, KENYA—Thirty city buses 
here that run 12-hour routes boldly display 
the m a h a -m a n tra . inducing thousands 
to chant “ Hare Krishna, Hare Rama.”

A jam ila  prabhu, d irecto r o f public 
affairs for ISKCON Kenya, organized 
30 N a iro b i life  members to pay the 
$ 12,000 annual cost o f the transcen
dental advertisements.

“ This is actually our business—to some
how or other give people the Holy Name 
on the largest possible scale,” he said. 
The sponsor’s name appears on the lower 
left o f each sign, and the temple's address 
on the lower right. Next year the fleet

of chanting buses w ill increase to 60.
The city has reacted with delight to 

the simple message, which appears in 
two versions: “ Chant Hare Krishna Hare 
Rama for Universal Brotherhood”  and 
“ Chant Hare Krishna Hare Rama and 
Be Happy.”  Numerous requests for a 
melody to allow singing the words have 
been received.

“ An upcoming release o f a 45 rpm rec
ord of Hare Krishna kirtana w ill insure 
that every Kenyan w ill know the tune, and 
the steady increase in bus billboards w ill 
ingrain the lyrics in their minds,”  Ajamila 
said.
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...Murlidhara
“ In the second work, which shows leading 

citizens declaring West Virginia's indepen
dence from  V irg in ia , the new governor 
is g iv ing a speech that was very God 
conscious.”

Murlidhara's style is not new or avant- 
garde. In fact, it reflects the classical style 
o f the O ld  M asters like  R em brandt, 
Ruebens, and Michaelangelo, relying on 
a high degree of craftsmanship and natural
istic technique. An example is his use of 
an acrylic reddish brown base coat to insure

realistic final colors.
“ Black or white is just not 

right," Murlidhara said. “ I f  
you lo o k  at nature , how 
many things are either black 
or white?

“ My style does take a lot of 
d isc ip lin e  and technique, 
which today’s crop of young 
artists have rejected for a 
kind of free-for-all,”  he said.
“ Modern artists don’t have 
much to say and there’s not 
much depth of understand
ing. They create for sensory 
beauty and personal enjoy
ment rather than to raise 
their consciousness and that 
o f the public.”

His high standards have 
made Murlidhara one of the 
foremost Bhaktivedanta Book Trust artists 
to have illustrated Srila Prabhupada's books 
in the past ten years.

The former Princess of Iran, daughter 
of the late Shah Mohammed Rezi Pahlavi, 
fe ll in love with Murlidhara's painting, 
“ The Butter Thief," which appeared on 
the cover o f B ack to  G odhead  and in

Murlidhara: “ I had to find tome spiritual elements In these seemingly mundane subjects to put my 
heart Into painting them." Left: “The Butter Thief."

S rim a d -B h a g a va ta m  Tenth Canto Part 
Two. She purchased the original for $8,000.

A t Prabhupada’s Palace, Murlidhara’s 
next project w ill be ten murals for the palace 
museum, each one presenting a different 
rasa (pastime of Krishna). He expects to 
complete the project in one year.

Wheeling’s Ohio General Hospital has

also chosen Murlidhara to paint a mural.
Whether it be for Srila Prabhupada's 

books, a sanctuary of God, or municipal 
buildings, Murlidhara's motive is the same. 
“ I aspire to bring out the beauty of Krishna 
through art. The better I can present that 
beauty, the better my work. You just can’t 
lose when you glorify God.”

...Prince Charles

“ Oh, Hare Krishna,”  said the prince with 
surprise and interest, “ does it do you any 
good?”

“ Yes, this chanting of the Hare Krishna 
mantra is recommended in the Vedic scrip
tures,”  Madhavendra said. “ 1 believe you’ve 
received some of our books.”

“ Oh yes,”  said Prince Charles, “ one of 
your members came righ t up to me in 
Bombay and gave me several.”

A fter this the prince moved on to talk 
to more people. Later, after unveiling a 
commemorative plaque, he was to sign the 
guest register. Madhavendra was planning 
to be there with a copy of A Lifetime in 
Preparation. Meanwhile, Akhandadhi was 
inspiring two young girls to give Charles 
some maha-prasadam  from Sita-Rama.

A fte r  the u nve iling . Prince Charles 
approached the seat from which he would 
sign the register. Madhavendra helpfully 
turned the chair toward him. When the 
prince had finished signing, Madhavendra 
said, “ Excuse me. Your Royal Highness.”  
Prince Charles looked up. “ 1 know you like

Turning back to the front cover, the 
prince said, “ Ah, this is when he was a boy 
in India. Is he still alive?”

“ He passed over four years ago. Our 
society is now administered by a Governing 
Body Commission," Madhavendra said.

The prince leafed through the book with 
interest. “ Tell me, do you know anything 
about these Rajneesh people?”

“ Yes," said Madhavendra, “ I don’t think 
they’re presenting Indian culture very well.”  

“ I see,”  said Prince Charles, who then 
closed the book, stood up with it in his hand, 
and sm iling warm ly at Madhavendra, 
turned to leave.

At the door, the two young girls talked 
their way past an officer and presented the 
prince with two bags of mangala sweets with 
tulasi leaves on each one. “ This isprasada— 
some sweets,”  said the elder girl Nina. “ Here 
is some more," said her partner.

“ I’ ll eat them on the way home,”  Prince 
Charles told them.

As the prince walked away there was 
silence in the hall, which Madhavendra

brary, including Science o f  Self-Realization  
and Illuminations fro m  the Bhagavad-gita. 
thanks to the efforts of ISKCON Bombay’s 
Director of Public Affairs, Jagat-purusa 
prabhu.

And just two months before his wedding. 
Prince Charles was the guest of honor at a 
Gujarati Hindu Society temple opening in 
northern England, where he met Madha
vend ra  P u r i p ra b h u , received S r ila  
Prabhupada-lilamrta Vol. 1, and took the 
maha-prasadam  of Bhaktivedanta Manor’s 
Deities Their Lordships Sri Sri Sita-Rama.

“ When the prince walked into the temple, 
we were in his direct view,”  said Madha
vendra Puri, who had driven on short notice 
with two other devotees to the Gujarati 
center in Preston.

“ Akhandadhi prabhu broke the silence 
by chanting ‘ His Royal Highness, Prince 
Charles, the Prince of Wales, Maharaja, ki.' 
An astounding crescendo of ‘Ja y a f echoed 
throughout the temple.”

Prince Charles’ eyes opened widely and 
he looked in the direction of the devotees. 
He moved along to meet the dignitaries, 
and then payed his respects to the Deities. 
A mark o f kunkum a  was placed on his 
forehead, and a pujari offered him arati. 
Two officials of the Gujarati Society gave 
an explanation o f the Radha-Krishna 
Deities, and then the prince met the lineup 
of temple patrons.

Madhavendra Puri found himself stand
ing next to a Rajastani painting of Radha 
and Krishna that a senior ISKCON life 
member, Mr. Chhotubhai, was going to 
present to the Prince. Akhandadhi prompt
ed him from behind, “ Madhavendra, when 
he gets to the painting, take two steps for
ward to the left and you’ll be in direct line!”

Madhavendra made a silent prayer to a 
picture o f Gopinatha on the wall. Oh Lord, 
i f  the opportunity arises, please give me 
the words to speak to Prince Charles.

The prince drew closer and suddenly, 
with a shove from Akhandadhi, Madha
vendra found himself no less than one foot 
away from him.

“ This painting is Rajastani style,”  said 
Mr. Patel, beginning his explanation.

“ Oh, Rajastani style,”  Madhavendra 
interrupted. He quickly interjected that 
on Krishna’s left was Radharani, His eternal 
consort.

“ Ah," said Prince Charles, “ the eternal 
consort of Krishna."

“ Yes,”  M adhavendra found  h im self 
saying, “  'ram' means queen. This is Queen 
Radha and King Krishna!”

The prince looked at Madhavendra 
seriously and said, “ Where are you from?"

“ From the Hare Krishna Movement,”  he 
replied, and a Gujarati official confirmed 
it, saying, “ Yes, these are devotees of Hare 
Krishna.”

Upper left: Prince Charles beams at Madhavendra Puri after receiving Lllamrta. 
Above: Madhavendra explains, “This Is Queen Radha and King Krishna."

biographies,”  Madhavendra said, handing 
him the lilamrta.

“ Oh, how do you know that?”  said the 
prince.

“ I ’ve read quite a bit about you.”
Prince Charles looked at the cover, turned 

the book over, and saw Srila Prabhupada 
on the back. “ Oh, I ’ve seen this man’s pic
ture a number of times,”  he said.

“ He is the founder of our society.”

suddenly shattered with “ Prince Charles 
Maharaja k i and everyone present shouted
"Jaya!"

* * *

For making the most recent contact—at 
the prince's wedding—a simple banner 
seemed the most practical means.

P rlnce /p9
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Lord Krishna fascinates Third World elite
W ithin four months of our estab

lishing a temple here in Ghana, 
West Africa, 14 local men have 
come forward to take up book distribution.

As a result of sankirtana. some o f the 
nation’s leaders inquired about the move
ment. Tne son of the former president of 
the country recently surrendered his life 
to Lord Caitanya’s mission. He and I visited 
some of the present senators and members 
of parliament. To my surprise, we found 
that these gentlement had a great interest 
in Srila Prabhupada’s books. They asked 
us to give them personal classes in their 
homes.

In another African country—Nigeria— 
we were a hie to plant 54 sets of Srila Prabhu- 
pada's books with members of the house of 
representatives and the senate.

Street book distribution is the primary 
preaching activity here. The devotees load 
up by 9 a m. in our mini fleet of vans and 
station themselves in different parts of the 
city. On tables, bookracks, and straw mats, 
they set up displays of everything from 
Srimad-Bhagavatam  to Back to Godhead.

Dear Sirs.
My son was waiting to enter a theater 

and was handed a hardbound book pub
lished by your organization. He told his 
teacher about it, who asked to borrow it 
for his own study. I told my son’s teacher 
that he could keep the book if we could get 
another one from you. Could you send a 
catalogue and ordering information?

Mrs. Biscomer
San Jose, California

Dear Sirs,
I have just finished reading Bhagavad- 

gila It Is and I am amazed, to say the 
least.

I have been a Christian all my life and 
have always believed in God, but until I 
read His Divine Grace Prabhupada’s book, 
I never knew how to understand God.

Unauthorized translations by men who 
were more interested in their own views 
than the truth have compromised the Bible. 
Thus, the worship of God by Western man 
has become disoriented.

Anonymous

Dear Sirs,
During my vacation in Holland one year 

ago, I got Bhagavad-gita from a young 
American man, Mr. Dasa Brahmacary.

I have many questions I beg you to 
answer. Is there any branch o f your 
organization in my country? Where can 
I meet people like myself who are searching 
for Lord Krishna? And last but not least, 
where can I find a spiritual master?

I am just one simple person, but I want to 
find my identity in relation to God. There
fore, I hope you can give me the information 
I need.

Helena Hallenberg
Helsinki, Finland

Dear Sirs,
I generally don’t write letters to anyone, 

whether in praise or disapproval, but I 
consider this letter very important. I feel 
that I’ve been deluded for most o f my life, 
living for false ideals and impossible goals. 
I buy things and do things not because I 
want or need to, but because I’ve been pres
sured and conditioned. As an individual, 
I have no real goal or purpose in life.

Sometimes I mentally set myself apart 
from the world to observe it impartially. 
I try to understand the scheme o f things.

Then follow the chant: “ Spiritual books, 
sp iritua l books.”  Large crowds gather 
shortly, and the devotees begin to pass our 
books and answer questions.

People ask, “ What kind of a society is 
this?”  “ Is this yoga? I am also on the path, 
but please, can you help me develop?”  
Others just come and immediately demand 
Bhagavad-gita.

In Ghana, just about everyone knows 
some kind of yoga and meditation. There
fore, the devotees sell many books and 
preach all day long, and at night tell san
kirtana stories over prasadam.

Under the guidance of His Divine Grace 
Kirtanananda Swami Bhaktipada and Their 
Holinesses Bhakti Tirtha Swami in Ghana 
and Brahmananda Swami in Nigeria, the 
transcendental glory of Lord Caitanya’s 
sankirtana movement is quickly expanding 
in Africa.

—Ekendra dasa
President, ISKCON Ghana

Reprinted fro m  the Sankirtana Newsletter
No. 17

All I see are aimless people with as much 
purpose as rats in a maze. Why do I exist, 
and what purpose do I serve? The Bible 
tells us man was meant to serve God, but 
doesn't explain who or what God is, or 
even how  to serve Him. Srila Prabhupada 
has answered these questions thoroughly 
and honestly, leaving absolutely no room 
for doubt in my mind. Krishna is the 
answer.

Sometimes 1 think of life as a journey 
through a dark tunnel, with the soul hoping 
to catch a glimpse of the light at the far 
end. Some people never see that light, but 
live and die in darkness. Through the good 
fortune of meeting a devotee one afternoon, 
and receiving a copy of Back to Godhead  
magazine and several of Srila Prabhupada's 
books, I feel I now have a chance to reach 
Krishna and achieve the goal of life.

Although at present I am unable to par
ticipate in full devotional service, I would 
like to help propagate Krishna Conscious
ness; please accept my check and enroll 
me as a life member. Thank you.

Frank Comglis 
Brooklyn, New York

Dear Sirs,
I recently received the book Krsna, the 

Supreme Personality o f  Godhead, and have 
found it to be the most interesting subject
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I was with a group of devotees in Vina del 
Mar, a coastal city 140 kms from the Chilean 
capital, Santiago. Various local cities and 
towns are connected by a highway and 
serviced by many first-class buses.

These buses are perfect for doing san
kirtana: with 45 seats, no one is standing, 
and they are quiet, so that when one speaks, 
one is easily heard. Very elegant people ride 
these buses.

Some weeks ago,
I was standing on 
th is  h ig h w a y  a t 
5:20 p.m., lament
ing  and sco ld in g  
myself because on 
account of my en
v io u s  n a tu re ,  I 
could not distribute 
Srila Prabhupada's 
books.

A ll of a sudden, 
one of those buses 
stopped, the door 
opened , and the 
porter came down to help me aboard. I was 
the only one standing in the aisle, and the 
bus was full with 45 high-class people, many 
wearing eyeglasses and carrying briefcases, 
the majority o f them holding a book, all 
sitting in comfortable seats without any
thing to do.

I could feel that something I wasn't accus
tomed to was going to take place because 
the conditions were so ripe. I correctly 
and distinctly pronounced the words of the 
maha-mantra, which is how we introduce 
ourselves.

I hoped that at least someone would 
ask to see the books. Then from the middle 
of the bus, I heard the voice of a woman.

“ Finally someone has come to sell some
thing worthwhile. Bring those books here

so I can buy them. I ’m not going to sleep 
tonight until I ’ve read them all.”

Immediately, all the people in the bus 
began to move in their seats. Men were 
taking money out o f their wallets, women 
from their purses. I happily realized that 
within a few minutes my bag would be 
empty, and all these people would have 
Srila Prabhupada’s books!

Upon leaving the bus, I was dizzy with 
e cs ta tic  fee lings. 
Wanting to know 
the result, I counted 
that I had distrib
uted 68 books to 
the 45 passengers! 
By the causeless 
m ercy o f S ri S ri 
Gaura-Nitai, these 
people had taken 
Srila Prabhupada’s 
books. Even the 
d riv e r and po rte r 
took books.

Another devotee 
in our party had an amazing experience 
I would like to convey. Bhakta Claudio was 
going from seat to seat on a bus to see who 
wanted books. Suddenly a little dog ran 
out from under a woman’s skirt. He was 
dressed like a person, with woolen booties, 
sweater, and cap. The dog began to smell 
Srila Prabhupada’s books very eagerly and 
the lady asked him, “ Do you want me to 
buy them?”  Immediately, the dog barked 
w ith  great enthusiasm. Then the lady 
decided to  take  the books o f S r ila  
Prabhupada.

—Omkara dasa 
Santiago, Chile

Reprinted fro m  the Sankirtana Newsletter
No. 19.

Seeing is believing
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The Changing Body

Samsara diorama, above, complete w ith fo ld-up case, 
wheels, table-height legs, and shipping crate—$645. 
37"H « 46” W * 25"D; 85 lbs. Karma diorama, below, 
mounts on top of its case; features printed explanation 
below book rack. $275 inc lud ing  sh ipp ing  crate. 
19"H * 20"W x 16"D; 23 lbs.

Karma

3764 Watseka Ave,, Los Angeles, CA 90034 USA 
Tel: (213) 559-6173 •  204-2834

Letters to the BBT
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IT V ’s Ramayana raises Brijabasi spirit
g

By Sucltra-davl daai
New Vrlndaban Correspondant

D id it all start two million 
years ago or that Sunday 
morning when I was asked 

if 1 could type? Since Lord Rama- 
candra appeared on earth two mil
lion years ago, I guess that was the 
real beginning, but for me it began 
that Sunday just after I walked out 
of a laundry room here at New Vrin- 
daban, our 3,000 acre community in 
the hills of West Virginia.

I hesitated because typing is not 
one of my specialties. Seeing my 
reserve, Carana-padm a prabhu 
rephrased the question. Would I be 
willing to type the script for the 
ISKCON Television (1TV) produc
tion  o f the R a m a ya n a  that was 
about to be taped here?

To me, the theater is like a special 
person, a friend. I have a hard time 
resisting any demands it makes of 
me. It seems Krishna uses the the
ater to drag n>c out of maya. I’m 
quite convinced He just makes up 
these lit t le  engagements fo r my 
benefit.

Anyway, I knew what was hap
pening. Suddenly Krishna’s long, 
blue arm was reaching down to me, 
just as He had reached down into the well to pull out King 
Nriga after he had been cursed to live there as a lizard. I said, 
“ Yes, I’ll come at 5 p.m. to talk about it.”  I got the script 
then and typed until 2 a.m. Imagine—New Vrindaban’sfirst 
theater marathon! I was ecstatic!

Since Srila Prabhupada’s Krsna volumes appeared in 
1970, devotees have been envisioning transcendental films. 
By 1979, the Ramayana had been adapted to the stage by 
Govinda’s American Theater Ensemble (GATE) of New 
York, under the direction of Nanda-kishora prabhu. At 
last, in between their other productions and financial strug
gles, ITV arranged to tape the Ramayana. The American 
Theater of Transcendence from Miami, headed by Madhu- 
Pandita prabhu, GATE, and several highly accomplished in
dividual devotees, converged here this past autumn.

One of the things I was given to type was the following 
introductory message: “ The Ramayana is a state of mind, 
a level of consciousness beyond the farthest reaches o f your 
imagination. Join with us now as we see ITV’s production 
of 
pa
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Left to right: Laktman, Hanuman, Rama, and Slta at Prabhupada’s Palace.

The Ramayana is an epic poem that was composed by 
the sage Valmiki Muni after he performed purificatory 
meditation for 60,000 years. It recounts the pastimes of 
Lord Ramacandra, incarnation of Krishna. He came at 
the request of the demigods to subdue Ravana, a demoniac 
king of extraordinary power and 
influence. The drama of the story is 
the evil Ravana’s abduction of Lord 
Rama’s consort, Sita, her subse
quent rescue, and Ravana’s death.

I have always had a high regard 
for transcendental theater because it 
provides an experience o f God’s 
existence that is otherwise very d if
ficult to obtain. Srila Prabhupada 
once said, “ You must become con
vinced that God is a person.”  Tran
scendental theater lets us see the 
highest reality—the Personality of

d re n ’ s m a h a —tra n sce n d e n ta l 
goodies in exchange for t! lives— 
or caused a child to run nome to 
mother with wet pants, the com
munity escaped serious harm.

Everyone connected w ith  the 
Ramayana production was enthu
siastic about New Vrindaban and 
S rila  B haktipada, the resident 
spiritual master. When the weather 
first got chilly, there was a motion 
to move to Miami, but after some 
discussion everyone agreed that 
New V rindaban  had a m agical 
effect beyond that of any tropical 
paradise.

Srila Bhaktipada postponed a trip 
to India to oversee the project and 
lend his support. He practically put 
the Palace at the disposal o f the 
company. One evening he held a 
special meeting with the group and 
challenged them to become a self- 
sufficient traveling show, suggesting 
an itinerary o f three months in New 
Vrindaban, seven in Bombay, and 
the rem a in ing  months to u r in g  
temples in Europe and the U. S. 
“ Produce movies as well,”  he added. 
“ They w ill go places you w ill never 
be able to go.”

When someone complained that 
ISKCON’s theatrical efforts had 
always lacked a strong sp iritua l 

guide, he slowly stretched his arms out over his desk and 
leaned forward. He simply said, “ Let’s go.”

Follow ing the meeting, Srila Bhaktipada remarked, 
“ That’s enough talk. I’ll just build an amphitheater, then 
they’ll see what 1 mean."

§
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‘A dormant spiritual classsic had 
been revived and committed to 

Lord Caitanya’s preaching 
movement Krishna had recruited 

us for His transcendental road
i o w . 9

aping Srila Gurupada came from Gita-nagari 
ss Srila Prabhupada’s pastimes with Srila 
r the Lilamrta biography. Nrsimhananda 
idhu-Pandita prepared a half-hour presenta- 
Ramayana material that had been recorded 
aryas were very impressed with the preaching
• transcendental drama, and we had a wonder- 

Srila Prabhupada was pleased, 
i the film is a bacchanalian party at Ravana’s 
t 35 New Vrindaban devotees volunteered as 
cut, CUT!!”  Nobody listened. “ When I say 
ins stop!" yelled Nrsimhananda, formerly a 
/  producer. We were not such big enjoyers 
:nly damsels complained that no men would 
Comic relief came later with the appearance 
jnchbacked midget, played by nine-year-old 
, who introduced an exotic, sword-flailing 
>r Ravana’s entertainment, 
ntil the snow fell. A t last it was a “ wrap,”  as 
llywood. Our fledgling film company began 
ly strange coincidence, I always happened to 
lenever one o f the group left. I felt like 
he stroke o f midnight. The magic was still 
he final note had sounded.
/onderful had happened. A dormant spiritual 
n revived and committed to Lord Caitanya’s 
«’ement. Krishna had recruited us for His 

road show. There are two shows playing 
e: the “ idiot’s tale”  and Krishna’s pastimes. 
~s, am eager to take another trip “ beyond the 
s of the imagination.”

This story was adapted from the March 1981 
asi Spirit.

I
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Krishna TV shows 
a m ust for 1980s
IS K C O N  has cure for “boob tube” syndrome

Telev ising  K rishna  C onscious
ness  m ust be em p h asized  in 
order for ISKCON to continue 
increasing its preaching through the 

80s. A recent North American Public 
Affairs convention urged temple presi
dents to vigorously propagate Lord 
C a i ta n y a ’s s a n k i r t a n a  m ovem ent 
by TV broadcasting.

Television dominates the conscious
ness of Westerners. In America, the 
average person watches seven hours 
of TV daily and communicates with 
o ther household m em bers for only
14 minutes. All other industrialized 
countries are increasingly absorbed in 
“the tube,” and even in the Third World 
people can’t get enough of it.

But television is quickly poisoning 
the collective human mind. By the 
tim e to d ay ’s A m erican six-year-old 
graduates from high school, he will 
have spent 15,000 hours in front of 
the TV set, compared to 10,800 hours 
in the classroom. The average young 
v iew er w itn esse s  12,000 te lev ised  
d e a th s —m ain ly  m u rd e rs  an d  w ar 
c a su a ltie s—before reach ing  ad u lt
hood. And the latest wave of video 
entertainm ent promotes promiscuous 
and extram arital sex. The blueprint 
of a grim future for society has left 
the drawing board, and is being forced 
in to  th e  liv in g  room s of fam ilies  
everywhere.

But there is an antidote—the same 
antidote anticipated by N arada Muni 
in Srimad-Bhagavatam  when he asked 
Srila Vyasadeva, “...does not a thing, 
applied therapeutically, cure a disease 
which was caused by the very same 
thing?”

Television produced by the  H are 
Krishna Movement is the solution to 
the destructive influence of Kali-yuga

FEEDBACK
Dear Prabhus,

I just happened to see the cover o, 
Newsweek while on sankirtana, and 
noticed the sim ilarity between their 
photo of President Reagan and the 
one you printed in issue #4, where 
he is hold ing Srimad-Bhagavatam. 
Please comment.

Mahadeva data 
Houston, Texas

Although we had no actual photos o f 
the inc iden t Varuthapa prabhu  
reported, o f Ronald Regan holding  
the 7-3 Bhagavatam up fo r the TV 
cameras, we did the best we could  
to convey what actua lly happened.
Also, it's worth noting that Vrn6avana- 
vilasini-devi dasi o f Los Angeles gave 
Reagan an abridged  Bhagavad-gita 
subsequent to his firs t encounter.
He then made a $5 donation.—Ed.

b ro ad cas tin g . A lthough ISKCON 
programs cannot yet compete in vol
ume, their spirituality creates a mood 
favorable for book distribution and 
all other phases of Krishna Conscious
ness preaching around the world.

Srila Prabhupada himself was most 
e n th u s ia s tic  to spread  the K rishna 
Consciousness move
ment via television.
In 1972, he wrote to 
K a ra n d h a r prabhu, 
who had secured him 
a TV preaching en
g a g e m e n t :  “ T h is  
television program is 
very much encourag
ing to me, and I wish 
to take partin  it imme- 
d i a t e ly . . . . I f  we a re  
successful...then my. 
dream of spreading 
K rish n a  C onscious
ness all over the world 
will be fulfilled.”

In the past two years 
t h e  L o s  A n g e le s -  
based ISKCON Tele
vision (ITV) Network 
has produced 40 hours 
o f  p r o g ra m m in g  — 
more than 70 shows of 
various subjects and 
lengths. Metavision,
ISKCON’s European 
TV headquarters at 
C a i ta n y a  C o llege ,
Croome Court in England, will have 
produced five hours of shows by this 
coming spring.

One of the most significant ISKCON 
video developments has taken place 
in Michigan. Prem am ava and Bhu- 
saya prabhus broadcast 12 hours of 
both ITV and their own material on

as many cable TV networks each week. 
These shows reach a potential aui 
ence of more than 600,000 viewers.

Cable TV in the United States is 
creating a revolution in the media. 
Twenty-one million American homes 
are already plugged in to unique cable 
programming, such as local sports, 
24-hour weather reports, and first-run 
movies.

A cable feature called Public Access 
is ISKCON’s key to the ground floor of 
“cablecasting” in America. A federal
ly imposed requirement of all cable TV 
companies, public access makes studio 
and air time available on a first-come, 
first-served basis at minimal cost.

In Canada, Devi Deva prabhu has 
been producing, in conjunction with 
the largest cable network in the coun-

try , m any one-hour and half-hour 
shows. These have been broadcast for 
almost two years with great success.

Stations tha t have carried ISKCON 
programming enthusiastically request 
more. ISKCON video is controversial, 
interesting, informative, colorful, and 
entertaining; it has culture, philos

ophy, and a unique style—the perfect 
formula for America’s jaded TV view
ers. Evidencing the universal appeal 
of Krishna conscious television, the 
K enya  B ro a d c a s t in g  C o m p a n y — 
whose viewers are hardly worn out 
on traditional shows—recently ordered 
10 programs from ITV.

The more that ISKCON’s video pro
ductions are distributed, the more it 
will be asked—even paid—to produce 
new shows. ITV recently received a 
$5,000 g ra n t to produce a tw o-part 
series on v ege ta rian ism , includ ing  
the aspects of karma and reincarna
tion. ITV’s agenda of new program
ming includes a 13-part Vedic cooking 
class and dramas, such as the forth
com ing R a m a y a n a ,  sch ed u led  for 
release in October.

At the recent North 
American Public Af
fairs Convention in 
Los Angeles, temple 
p re s id e n ts  were in 
formed how to broad
c a s t  K r is h n a  C o n 
sc iousness in  every 
to w n  a n d  v i l l a g e .  
T h ey  le a rn e d  from  
devotees who operate 
cable shows tha t as 
little as three hours a 
week is  req u ired  to 
m aintain them.

Those who wish to 
see  K r i s h n a  C o n 
sciousness spread as 
widely and rapidly as 
possible must actively 
support ISKCON tele
vision preaching. In 
the coming months, it 
behooves U. S. temple 
le a d e rs  to  ta k e  up 
B h u s a y a ’s o ffe r  to 
visit their centers and 
t r a in  th em  how  to 
distribute ITV video

cassettes to local cable networks and 
utilize cable production studios. Con
gregational members should inform 
th e ir  friends and assoc ia tes  about 
their temples’ video preaching. And 
outside the U. S., devotees should in
vestigate ways to broadcast ISKCON 
video programming.

Srila Prabhupada on 
television preaching: ‘If 
we are successful...then 
my dream of spreading 
Krishna Consciousness 

all over the world will be 
fulfilled. ’

We want to hear from  you l So do
thousands o f other ISKCON WORLD 
REVIEW readers. Remember, this is 
your column. Send your comments, 
opinions, and questions to:
PooHharlr
ISKCON WORLD REVIEW 
3764 Watseka Avenue 
Los Angeles, CA 90034 
USA



Miss Piggy, hog kin 
win America’s heart
Can cute pigs be dangerous?
By Maharudra data

iss Piggy’s diehard fans and other 
hog aficionados around the world 
might not know it, but adulation of 

the Muppet puppet sow fatale and her in
creasingly popular kin is risky business.

Several years ago, an Ohio group lobbied 
to have Miss Piggy nominated for an Acad
emy Award; Americans began celebrating 
porcine virtues with everything from Oink 
buttons to piggy T-shirts and underwear. 
This capitalizing on swine has produced 
pig teapots, cookie jars, hats (with ears 
and snout), candles, jewelry, games, slip
pers, pillows, bedsheets, and pig pins. The 
latest phrase—a book, o f course: M iss  
Piggy’s Guide to Life.

So America has gone to the hogs—what’s 
the harm?

A u th o r W illiam  Hedgepeth, who has 
compiled The Hog Book, notes that 
“(The hog is] whatever you happen 
to fear or fancy.... What the hog 
may represent is a dark, Dorian 
Gray repository for our utmost 
fears o f  the bestia l side o f 
ourselves.”

In less spooky terms, the 
pig is more than a mere 
sym bol o f man’ s bestia l 
roots. By the laws of nature, 
the hog body exists to facilitate 
the fu lf i l lm e n t o f man's 
animal desires.

The ancient 
Vedic scrip
tures o f India 
inform us that 
God created
8,400,000 d ifferent types o f bodies 
or species in order to satisfy the varied in
clinations of fallen souls to try and enjoy 
this material world. In the process known 
as transmigration or reincarnation, these 
different bodies may be thought of as clothes 
that the soul adopts and discards life after 
life.

The Bhagavad-gita, the world’s oldest 
book, states that “ as the embodied soul 
continually passes in this body, from boy
hood to youth to old age, the soul similarly

passes into another body at the time of 
death ”  (Bg. 2.13)

Another verse simply describes the pro
cess of changing from one type o f body to 
another: “ The living entity in the material 
world carries his different conceptions of 
life from one body to another as the air 
carries aromas. Thus taking another gross 
body, he obtains a certain type of ear, 
tongue, nose, and sense of touch, which 
are grouped about the mind. He thus enjoys 
a particular set of sense objects." (Bg. 15.8-9) 

In other words, a pig’s body—or any other 
type of body for that matter—is simply the 
result of the consciousness of the soul in
habiting it.

Let’s for a moment overlook the cuter 
Disneyesque popularization o f the pig and 

exam ine instead its  psycho log ica l 
aspects. Fascination with and glori
fica tion  o f pigs’ bod ily  functions 

suggests a deep aberration o f the 
human psyche.

A u tho r Hedgepeth confirm s: 
“ Hogness remains a vast vacuum 
into which we project ourselves 
and then peer hard inside to try 

to glimpse what fearsome, in- 
^  furiate thing has been formed." 

The harm, therefore, is quite 
great, for by projecting a hog 

state of mind, people abandon 
all pretense of human decency 

and morality. For it is a fact that 
the pig is prolifically and indiscrimi

nately incestuous, having sex with its 
parents, siblings, and offspring. And it is a 
fact that the pig w ill eat almost anything, but 
especially relishes the feces of other animals 
and humans.

A ll cuteness aside, the pig is a foul animal. 
This odd phenomenon of glamorizing the 

pig, or worshipping him, is indeed very 
dangerous when one understands that the 
consciousness or state of mind of the living 
bein.« determines his next birth.

. he anthropomorphic pig may be a laugh.

but humor has a way of touching a grim 
reality that people tend to overlook. Prob
ably few candidates for “ hogritude,”  which 
Hedgepeth defines as “ the mystical essence 
and condition of being an actual hog,”  were 
aware of where they were headed. But 
ignorance of the law is no excuse from 
punishment. The law of nature controlling 
the destinies of all conditioned souls accord
ing to the ir desires and deeds—called 
karma—is most stringent.

Human life is accepted by everyone as 
the highest position in the biological hier
archy, but the evidence of pig consciousness 
and hog paraphernalia indicates that its 
purpose is misunderstood.

So much so that “ pigging out" has in
vaded spiritual life. One bogus Indian 
“ swami”  teaches his followers to indulge 
the senses to the m aximum, especially 
through orgiastic sex. Only then, he says, 
will they exhaust their desires and attain 
spiritual perfection. But none of his dis
ciples have become free from  mundane 
desires.

The human body is actually a rare com
modity in the species inventory, compared 
to germs, plants, insects, aquatics, and all 
other types.

The purpose of evolution is to give the 
fallen soul a chance for self- and God- 
realization. The human body features a 
powerful brain with which to understand 
who we really are—eternal particles o f 
God’s energy meant to enjoy a personal 
relationship with Him. It is for much more 
than performing the purely animal functions 
o f eating, sleeping, having sex, and defend
ing the native sty.

The danger of hog deification is clear: it 
forbodes a tragic misuse and waste of human 
potential. By imitating the hog’s habits of 
indiscriminate sex and eating, we will be
come a nation of swine—millions of us. If

I f  we have come so far to human life and 
simply romanticize, glamorize, and worship 
the qualities and lifestyles of pigs, without a 
doubt we will have to spend our next lives 
rooting around mud pens. Because pig con
sciousness means pig body.

£  Iowa, was the only rural stop on 
K his three-week tour of the United 
K States, and for the Archbishop of 
K Canterbury, it was pig heaven. 
^  The massive factory farm houses
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€  _ Reprinted fro m  Time magazine » I  1 St century B. C. 11

T **  Archbishop of Canterbury — g g d f l

I am ashamed to tell you, but I will tell 
I had bristles sprouting on me.
I could not speak, but only grunting sounds 
Came out instead of words.
I felt my mouth grow harder.
I had a snout instead of a nose,
And my (ace bent over to see the ground. 
My neck swelled with great muscles,
And the hand that lifted the cup to my lips 
Made footprints on the ground.
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m u COPIES SOLD IN  THE FIRST M O N TH  AFTER RELEASE!

A REVOLUTIONARY 
BREAKTHROUGH 

IN LIFE MEMBERSHIP
AND INDIAN 

COMMUNITY AFFAIRS
INDIA’S No. 1 HINDI BHAJAN SINGER OFFERS A 

MOVING TRIBUTE TO SRILA PRABHUPADA 
AND THE HARE KRISHNA MOVEMENT

SIDE ONE
1. Nama Om Vishnu Padaya...
2. Srila  Prabhupada Vandana 
(Bhajan praising Srila Prabhupada)
3. Sri Pancha Tattva Pranam
4. Hare Krishna Kirtan
5. K irtan Karke Tihara (Bhajan g lo ri
fy ing  the Holy Names and Srila 
Prabhupada, who benedicted the 
w orld  by d is tribu ting  them to 
everyone)
6. G iridha ri Re (Bhajan in praise of 
Krishna, the lifte r of Govardhan 
H ill)

S T E R E O -D O L B Y

Jhabhupada 
jh&É. Hripa

,  £
H ari Om  Sharan

SIDE TWO
1. Sri Sri Radha Rasabihari Arati 
(Expressing com plete surrender 
unto the presid ing Deities of the 
Bom bay ISKCON temple, “ Whose 
lo tus feet are accessible on ly by 
the m ercy of Srila Prabhupada” )
2. Jaya Radha Madhava
3. Radhe Radhe Shyamal Pyari 
(Bhajan procla im ing the transcen
dental qua lities of Radharani, the 
greatest devotee of Krishna)
4. Harer Nama Harer Nama Harer 
Nama Eva Kevalam...
5. Hare Krishna Kirtan

HARI OM SHARAN, WHOSE DEVOTIONAL SONGS 
ARE HEARD AND ADORED BY INDIAN PEOPLE EVERYWHERE, 

GLORIFIES SRILA PRABHUPADA AS “THE GREAT 
SPIRITUAL MASTER WHO HAS BENEDICTED THE ENTIRE 

.WORLD BY DISTRIBUTING FREELY PURE KRISHNA BHAKTI
PRICES 1 to 10..$5.00 11 to 100..$2.75 101 and u p . ..$2 .25

^  POSTAGE AND HANDLING: *  35 ea. In U.S. $1.25 outside U.S. Bulk Order» Freight C ollect

SEND CHECK OR M ONEY ORDER IN U. S. FUNDS TO ISKCON W ORLD REVIEW, 3764 W ATSEKA AVE. LOS ANGELES , CA 90034 USA

Prabhupada Kripa was recorded in Bombay and produced in Los Angeles by Bhakti Kala Kshetra 
(a center for the performing arts), a division of ISKCON, Bombay. All rights are reserved.
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...Prince
With the last letter of the banner stitched 

in place, the devotees set up camp on The 
Mall, part of the route between Buckingham 
Palace and St. Paul's Cathedral.

A t 10:15 a.m. the next day, the first 
carriage was scheduled to leave Buckingham 
Palace for the cathedral. By that time, it 
was impossible to move in the crowd lining 
the route. The atmosphere was so tense 
one could have hung Union Jacks on it. 
There was a tremendous roar as the first 
carriage wheeled around the corner heading 
for The Mall.

The two devotees appointed as banner- 
bearers were leaning against the police 
barricades. The first three of the Queen’s 
party’s carriages passed without any of 
the occupants noticing the banner. And 
then, to the biggest cheer that had been 
heard since D-day, came the carriage of 
Their Royal Highnesses Prince Charles and 
Prince Andrew, the bridegroom and his 
brother. Please, Krishna, lei him look this 
way, let him see the banner, the devotees 
prayed.

The prince looked to the right, to the left, 
towards us, away from us—please look this 
way—and then, as he drew level with us 
and the banner, he saw it! His waving hand 
stopped for a moment, a smile crossed his 
face, and he slowly nodded his head in 
acknowledgement. Still smiling, he began 
waving again and was gone.

After the ceremony, the carriages assem
bled for the return trip, this time with the 
prince and princess leading the way. They 
would pass directly in front of us, no more 
than 15 feet away.

The cavalry drew in to  view w ith  the 
newlywed’s carriage right behind. As they 
turned the curve of the road, the prince was 
talking to his bride, and then both of them 
turned toward us smiling and waving. Then, 
much to the amazement of everyone nearby,

Prince Charles turned around to have a 
second, more thoughtful look.

There was more reaction to the banner 
from the rest of the royal family as well, 
rang ing  from  aston ishm ent (Princess 
Margaret) to laughter (Princess Michael 
o f Kent). As the Queen Mother’s carriage 
passed, Prince Andrew, in an expression 
almost identical to his brother’s, leaned 
back to look again. Perhaps Prince Charles 
told him of his previous encounters with 
the devotees on their way to the cathedral.

BBT Letters
continued

matter I have ever run into. I think Krishna 
is the answer to my prayers. I have always 
felt that there is a God, but have never been 
able to really relate to Him. Krishna ex
plains all the mysteries, answers all the 
questions, and helps me settle down to 
understand reality.

I really think it’s for me and would like 
to learn as much as there is to learn about 
Him. Please send me your complete catalog 
o f books by His Divine Grace A. C. Bhakti- 
vedanta Swami Prabhupada, and any liter
ature you can that w ill help me get started 
on the way to become a pure devotee of 
Krishna.

Joal R. Sutton
Portage, Michigan

Dear Sirs,
While walking through the desert here 

in Las Vegas last week, I found a book 
called Bhagavad-gita As It Is, written by 
His D iv ine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta 
Swami Prabhupada. It was faded from the 
sun and very wet and moldy from our winter 
rains. It had become the winter resting place
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WANTED 
Arabic-Book Distributors

more/ than 
20,000 plates 
of prasadam 
served

2-1245B E a ü  Cliff D r. 
(Santa Cruz, CA 
(4°$ 475-9833 
9 5 0 6 2

TV
Ht&élaurant

Strong, serious devo
tees to distribute Arabic 
Gita and Isopanisad in 
M i d d l e  East. Y o u ’ll 
real ly ge t  t h e  mer c y  
in this exotic and dan 
ge rous  land.

Apply:
‘T r i b h u v a n a t h a  dasa ,  
Bhaktivedanta Manor,j 
L e t c h m o r e  H e a t h ,  
W a t f o r d ,  H e r t f o r d 
shire WD28EP, England.

Please Remember

Books

Africa
Y our dona tion  o l S rila  P rabhupada’» 
books helps us spread the m ercy to  
A frica — and fu lf il l h is  order.

Contact

H. H. B rahm ananda Swam i
ISK C O N  G overn ing  B ody C om m iss ione r
P. O. Box 8793
Lagos, N igeria
W est A fr ica

H. H. B hakti T irth a  Sw am i
IS K C O N  W est A fr ica n  R eg iona l Secretary
515 8 th  St. S. E. •
W ash ing ton , D. C. 20003 
(202) 543-9600

Stila ÍRämesvaraTapê Ministn/ 0
Srila Ramesvara Swami
Mayapur Festival 

1980 and ’81 
Srila Jayapataka Swami

more than 200 tapes
14 tapes for each year, 

including all gurus 
51 tapes

Other gurus and sannyasis more than 50 tapes

only  $2.25 each (postage extra)

Write for complete lists, or call:

t5rlla -RdmesvamTaf>c<y\4inistry 
3764 Watseka Ave., Los Angeles, CA 90034 (213) 838-3614

When the media asks for the 
facts about the Hare Krishna 
movement, what do you do? 
UMK-1, of course!

U M K-1: The Universal Media Kit
H E R E 'S W H A T  Y O U  G E T—
*Six first-class, black-and-white glossy photographs showing ISKCON  
activities around the world, including captions. A ll photos are suitable fo r  
newspapers, magazines, and television.
* Eleven pages o f  perfect, media-ready copy. Use as is fo r  all English-lan- 
guage media; easily adaptable to any other language.
*Headings ipclude: mm am mm mm mm wm

ISKCON Office of Public AfTain 
3764 Watseka Avenue 
Los Angeles, CA 90034
USA

•  Philosophy and Practices 
•Lifestyle and Dress 
•H istory/Statistics

(includes worldwide figures) 
•Farm Communities 
•Festivals
•  Food and Restaurants 
•Church Government 
•Publications

* Three pages o f  comprehensive 
instructions and ideas fo r  using 
UMK-1.

Price: U. S. $5.00 
postpaid per kit 

(photos only—$3.00)
ITMte V. S.: m

i V. S.: *
M M J  i N V  tO f  
wttk aa L. A. 
«MHII. S. 
ckaat* h t r a U .

Please send_____
postpaid per kit.

.U M K -l(s )a t U .S .$5

.photo set(s) at U. S.Please send__
S3 postpaid per set.

Total amount of order: U. S. S_______
Foreign currency add U. S. SI exchange 
fee.

Name.

Address

City.

S I  i o t i ;  n -  |
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Books inundate Indonesia
Initiates swell ranks as Vedic revival sweeps islands

BALI, INDO NESIA—Fourteen devotees were recently in iti
ated on this exotic island by Srila Bhavananda Goswami— 
evidence of the rapid spread of Krishna Consciousness in this 
Far Eastern land.

The governor of the island, Dr. Ida Bagus Mantra, along 
with many other leading politicians, scholars, and business
men, enjoys visiting the asrama and is so appreciative of 
Srila Prabhupada's books that he has ordered a full set. The 
governor has endorsed ISKCON’s work in Bali: “ People 
here need to be reminded that they are not the body, but 
the soul.”

Last year devotees distributed more than 30,000 books to 
the Indonesian people, and with the recent acquisition of a 
Compugraphic phototypesetting machine, Indonesian book 
publishing w ill take a giant leap forward.

Devotees at the Indonesian Bhaktivedanta Book Trust, 
based on Jakarta, the capital city, are working hard to keep 
up with the translations of Gaura-mandala-bhumi prabhu, 
who has completed Bhagavad-gita. Krsna. Sri Isopanisad, 
L ife C om es From  L ife, R eadings in Vedic L itera ture , 
and Srila  P rahhupada-lilam rta . He is now beginning 
Srimad- Bhagavatam.

In Bali, where the population is nearly all Hindu, the 
preaching stresses the panca-sraddha (five faiths), which in
clude the Supreme Lord, the soul, reincarnation, karma, and 
liberation. The Balinese consider these the most important 
aspects of Vedic philosophy.

At cultural festivals ISKCON presents the Ramayana and 
Mahahharata through traditional Balinese dance. The people 
of Bali are naturally attracted to jo in with the devotees in 
chanting and enjoy p laying the ir trad itiona l musical 
instruments.

BBT Letters
continued

of a fine lizard. Many of the pages were glued together. 
Many had fallen out. Some of the print is gone.

Of what I could read, this book may answer some of my 
questions. I would like to know how I may acquire a copy. 
With profound peace and sincerity, I thank you.

Ed Oxley 
Las Vegas, NV

An invitation to outstanding 
investments

( ie m sto n e s  have 
p roven  to  he one of the 
best and  m ost p ro fitab le  investm ents 

! over the  last several years Fxam ple

( ' ; | M  ” V. H O I  1 S A I  1 *  H O I  1 S A I  1
l*K I<  1 197«* l*K I t  I 19*1

Hod ip m e i 1 »00 pa- c arai S 2 000 p a ' carat
Í  3 000  pa i carat S 7 000 par carat

Biua sapph ire i  500 p a ' carar J 2 600 par ta ra i
D  ti D iam ond 1 20 000 par carat 1 5 0 000 par carat

Com e in. ca ll, or w rite  fo r 
our tree 12-page b rochu re  

C e rtifica te  D iam onds & 
C o lo red  S tones fo r 
Investm ent

N A V A R  A IN A . INC is O range 
C o u n ty ’s d irect m ine representativ  
with buyers trave ling  year-round in 
Asia. E u ro p e  and S ou th  Africa to  in
su re  o u r  clien ts, bo th  wholesalers and 
priva te  investors, the best prices possible

» » n u s  AM » Í.»  M O I <M .ISIS  
1*4A SO K  I II  ( O A S I HVM 
I A«.l SA  HI U  II. < K ‘»26*1 
I H  I '1 4 ' 404 400#.

C e r t i f ic a te  D ia m o n d s » P re c io u s  G e m s *F .n e  P la n e ta ry  J e w e lry

The Bhaktivedanta Fellowship
Bhaktivedanta Institute

Proving scien tifica lly  that life  comes from  
life . Classes, lib ra ry, and discussion 
groups. M ee t Bhaktisvarupa Damodara 
Swami— PhD, au tho r, and Institu te  
d irec to r. 1403 W illa rd  St., San Francisco, 
CA 94117, (415) 661-8504

The Higher Taite
Natura l foods restaurant and center fo r 
A yurveda, ancient Ind ia ’s science o f life , 
and parent o f all natural hea ling systems. 
Free lectures, workshops, and classes, 
rare lib ra ry . 775 Frederick St., San Fran
cisco, CA 94117, (415) 661-7290.

Covinda’s Restaurant
Trad itiona l Vedic cook ing— d ine  and 
relax in a beautifu l atm osphere.
2-1245B East C liff D rive, Santa C ruz, CA 
95062, (400) 475-9833.

The Seven Mothers
D edicated to  establishing the true 
pos ition  o f wom an in society. Serving 
sim ple , tasty d inners and beverages.
86 Carl St. at Cole, upper H aight area, 
San Francisco, CA 94117, (415) 566-0663.

lagannatha's Cart 
In the  heart o f d o w n tow n  San Francisco. 
Fast, de lic ious vegetarian lunches and 
ancient Vedic recipes; made w ith  love 
and the finest ingredients. 57 Jessie St., 
be tw een First and Second, and M arket 
and M ission Streets, San Francisco, CA 
94105, (415) 495-3083.

Vrindavan Boutique 
In the heart o f d ow n tow n  Santa Cruz. 
Teas, Ind ian clothes, incense, devo tiona l 
items, and o th e r cu ltu ra l im ports.
1549 Pacific Avenue, Santa C ruz, CA 
95060.

Change your work in to  devotion—call Atreya Rishi at (415) 664-7783

Hare Krishna: Documenting the Issue
This book of positive statements and 
news clippings about the Hare Krishna 
Movement was first produced to counter 
the “ brainwashing" myth of the “ depro
grammers.”  Included are over 100 pages 
of statements and articles by:

•Scholars (7 items)
•Mental Health Professionals (5 items) 
•Theologians and Clergymen (4 items) 
•Devotees’ Parents (11 items)
•Indian Leaders (16 items)

Also contains:
•Humanitarian Programs (9 items)

Within U. S. . Send cash, check, or money 
vrder. Outside U. S.: Send bank draTt 

or international money order for U. S. 
currency drawn on a bank with an L. A. 
branch or representative, or non-U. S. 
currency, including exchange fee of 
SI per book.

ISKCON Office of Public Affairs 
3764 Watseka Ave.
Los Angeles, CA 90034 USA

Name:
•Krishna Consciousness and 

Religious Liberty (6 items) 
•Miscellany (12 items)

Address:

Citv:
Only S12, postpaid within U. S. 

$15 outside U. S. Countrv:

Full-Color Photo Booklets

-FA T I (First American 
Transcendental Exhibition)

— The A. C. Bhaktivedanta Trust 
Collection  (BBT Art)

-N e o -V e d ic  Architecture

ey order for U. S. currency drawn on 
a bank w ith an L. A. branch or repre
sentative, or non-U. S. currency, in 
cluding $1 currency exchange fee

ISKCON O ffke of Public Affairs 3764 Watseka Avenue Los Angeles, CA 90034

Within U.S.: $3 postpaid per set. Send 
cash, check, or money order.
Outside U.S.: U. S. $5 postpaid per set. 
Send bank draft or international mon-

On famous Venice Beach..,

W ill?
Restaurant

patram puspam phalam toyam  
yo me bhaktya prayacchati 

tad aham bhakty-upahrtam 
asnami prayatatmanah

If one offers Me with love and 
devotion a leaf, a flower, fruit 
or water, I will accept it.

Bg. 9.26

Brooks Ave. and Ocean Front Walk, Venice Beach, CA

. ........  ......_ ___ ........................................ ...... ...............................

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING

IWR classified ads bring results!
Save time, money, and reach more than
5,000 devotees and friends of ISKCON 
worldwide. “ A fter running a classified 
with ISKCON WORLD REVIEW for two 
successive issues," says Jagatpurusa prabhu, 
“ many devotees applied for the positions 
I was offering. A ll the positions and more 
were filled. By Krishna's grace, and through 
the IS K C O N  W O R L D  R E V IE W , my 
dreams have been fulfilled.”  Nrsimhananda 
prabhu, director of the ISKCON Television

(ITV) Network had this to say about classi
fied ads in the ISKCON W ORLD RE
VIEW: “ Many devotees and nondevotees 
from all over the world responded within 
two weeks to my advertisement of a small 
pyramid house for rent at our Topanga 
preaching center near the Los Angeles tem
ple. My ad reached far, far beyond the 
realm o f what I thought possible.”  Send 
your classified ads today to ISKC O N  
W O RLD REVIEW!

WANTED: Household couples for Carbon- 
dale, I l l in o is  and M adison W isconsin 
college preaching centers. Chicago and 
St. Louis temples w ill fund. Contact: 
Sura dasa. (314) 535-8085.
Wanted: Back issues of Back To Godhead  
magazine, up to Vol. 13. Please send list and 
your price to Uddhava dasa, IW R, 3764 
Watseka Ave., Los Angeles, CA 90034 USA 
11" Prabhupada murtis, hand painted resin, 
only S150 freight collect. Now everyone can 
afford a muni of Srila Prabhupada. FATE 
Studios Detroit, 383 Lenox Ave., Detroit, 
Michigan 48215.

Video career—jo in ISKCON’s most exciting 
project: IT V —the ISKCON Television 
Network. Technicians, writers, producers, 
editors, and production assistants needed. 
ITV, 8500 Higuera St., Culver City, CA 
90230 USA
Sri Mayapur Gurukula Scholarship Fund
needs your donations to provide much- 
needed God-centered education to the chil
dren of West Bengal. Sri Mayapur Guru
kula, P. O. S ri M ayapur, D ist. Nadia, 
W. Bengal-741313

Classified ad rates: S.50/word
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BTG revamps
subscription
program

Starting with Vol. 16, No. 10 of Back to 
Godhead, the magazine of the Hare Krishna 
Movement, a top-rated East Coast agency 
w ill be handling all subscriptions.

“ The professional agency w ill send out 
all Back to Godhead renewal notices, update 
addresses when subscribers move, and 
answer all complaints within days,”  said 
Back to Godhead Senior Editor, His Holi
ness Jayadvaita Swami.

“ New orders will get on the mailing list 
three times faster than with our former 
capability,”  he said. Subscribers in the 
U. S. w ill now receive their magazines before 
most ISKCON temples.

“Back to  Godhead w ill soon offer a ‘bill 
me’ option  fo r ind iv idua l subscribers. 
Renewals w ill also be billed,”  he said. 
Editor's note: For general inquiries, contact 
J a y a ja g a d isa  dasa . Back to Godhead, 
P. O. Box 18928, Philadelphia. PA 19119, 
USA. Telephone: (213)878-2350. For sub
scriptions, send US $8 (outside U. S. send  
US $13) to  Back to Godhead, Box 1308-A  C, 
Fort Lee, N J 07024, USA.

8" x 10" COLOR PRINTS

Q ueen Elizabeth II 
in Hyde Park, London 

(B & W only) $2.50

ON QUANTITY ORDERS

Life 's  May 1980 
New Vrindaban Cover 

$5

Postage & Handling

British Prime M inister 
Margaret Thatcher 

$5

Pope John Paul II 
in N airobi, Kenya 

$5

up to 4 photos 
5-10 "  
10-25 ”  

over 25 "

U. S.
$1 

1.75 
2.50 

no charge!

non-U.
$2

2.75
5.00
5.00

Any 4 - 10% off 
5-10 - 15% 99 

10-25 - 20% >> 
over 25 - 25% »

Other sizes available 
Prices on inquiry

ISKCON Office of Public Affairs, 3764 Watseka Ave., Los Angeles, CA 90034 USA

SUBSCRIBE
to the

ISKCON WORLD REVIEW
U. S.: $15/yr. non-U. S.: $20/yr.

3764 Watseka Avenue 
Los Angeles, CA 90034 USA

In-depth UK TV show 
projects positive image
LONDO N—Recently, more than 20 million 
Britons saw the most in-depth, informative, 
and accurate TV documentary ever pro
duced on the Hare Krishna Movement. The 
30-minute show, “ The Krishna Calling,”  
was broadcast by London Weekend Tele
vision as part o f a series called Credo. Aired 
Saturday evenings at 8, Credo is one of 
E n g la n d 's  m ost p o p u la r  te le v is io n  
programs.

“ The Krishna Calling”  focused almost 
entirely on 23-year-old Tim Webster, a new 
bhakta, or novitiate, and presented Krishna 
Consciousness through the eyes of Tim and 
his nondevotee parents. Thus, viewers were 
provided a familiar, easily assimilable con
text, the family.

C r e d o 's p roducers 
chose to portray Krishna 
Consciousness in Britain 
as a positive alternative, 
not as a threat to the 
established lifestyle o f 
their viewers.

“ Being basically sensa- 
tionalistic, profit orien
te d , and ig n o ra n t o f 
Krishna Consciousness, 
the producers at f irs t  
were o u t fo r  a good 
smear job,”  said London 
Public Affairs Director 
M a d h a v e n d ra  P u r i 
prabhu.

“ But a fter intensive 
preaching sessions and tough negotiations 
with ISKCON officials and leading Indian 
life members, they began to see our point 
of view and their original position as unten
able. The more they associated with devo
tees, the more they ate prasadam— and they 
ate lots—the more they understood that 
Krishna Consciousness was nothing but 
blissful.”

Early in the program, T im ’s parents 
appeared in their typical London home. 
T im ’s mother remembered, “ He used to go 
to the discos, go to the pubs at the weekend, 
go out with girlfriends, and bring a few of 
them home—just like a normal teenage 
boy.”

‘...the 
producers 

at first were 
out for a good 

smear job. ’

A black-and-white photograph of Tim 
and his colleagues posing in their karate 
suits during his martial arts period appeared 
on the screen. Becoming interested in the 
spiritual side o f karate, Tim said he began 
to question where his life was leading. “ Was 
I really happy? Would I be satisfied with 
life at age 50?”

Throughout the broadcast, T im  was 
shown in a variety of situations, from rising 
at 2 a.m. and studying the Vedic scriptures 
to w orking in the kitchen o f London ’s 
Healthy, Wealthy & Wise prasadam  res
taurant, and visiting with his parents in 
their home.

In a sequence which shows a devotee 
jo y fu lly  d istributing Srila Prabhupada’s 

books in central London, 
the narrator commented, 
“ Hare Krishna devotees 
like to do their preaching 
on the street in the tra
d it io n  o f In d ia n  ho ly  
men.”

During the course of 
the show, viewers were 
taken on a grand tour 
of ISKCON UK. Prac
t ic a l ly  no aspect o f  
Krishna Consciousness 
preaching in England 
was left out.

During a visit to his 
p a re n ts ’ f la t ,  T im ’ s 
mother explained, “ I’ve 

come to realize that he is very happy doing 
what he does, and when we come in contact 
with the devotees, there isn’t any harm in 
them, and it’s an austere life. It’s not like 
he’s going into a lap of luxury. We just 
wish him luck and hope everything turns 
out all right for him.”

When asked to comment or. an oft-cited 
criticism, that devotees of the Krishna Con
sciousness movement are running away 
from reality, Tim said, “ There is no question 
o f running away. People today are being 
trained to live a completely materialistic 
way of life, and at the end have nothing to 
show for it. We’re running to spiritual life, 
we’re running to find God.”

f ISKCON WORLD REVIEW JLJ.c11 1 D U I • and the International Office of Public Affairs is rapidly increasing its worldwide preaching—and you can help! Applications are now being accepted for the following services: advertising management, artwork, bookkeeping, business management, circulation management, editing, fundraising, graphic arts, photography, proofreading, radio and TV preaching, secretarial work, translation, typesetting, VIP cultivation, and writing. Reply to Mukunda dasa, ISKCON International Office of Public Affairs, 3764 Watseka Ave., Los Angeles, CA 90034 USA, including background and personal information.

Original 
Oil Paintings

— Best p rice  and q ua lity—
Free catalogue— write today: 

Ramasarana dasa 
Si-Am Trading Co.
1101 Po Sang Bank Building 
33 Argyle St.
Kowloon, Hong Kong 

Tel: 3-940111 
Cable: SIAMTRC 
Telex: 64527 Jagan HX 

This business supports 
Chinese-language book d is tribu tion #755—Pope John Paul II

(ck»e-up d*liU)

ADVERTISE
In the ISKCON WORLD REVIEW 

—read by more than 5,000 
devotees and friends of 

ISKCON worldwide.
Rates:

Full page $250
V& $150
V* $80
Vi $40

Send check or money Older (in U. S. funds) with 
your ad-wording or camera-ready copy to:

ISKCON WORLD REVIEW 
3764 Watseka Avenue 
Los Angeles, CA 90034 
USA
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Nama Hatta: spiritual life for everyone
By Raghava Pandlla data

AYAPURA, W. BENGAL—The 
Nama Hatta membership program 

_ here is a world filled with unlimited 
avenues for preaching: book distribution, 
¿Aa&to-making, life membership, temple 
construction, gurukula, prasadam  distribu
tion, tirtha excavation, and more.

The basis of the program is small rural 
centers o f at least five members called 
sanghas. These centers conduct regular 
weekly programs o f chanting Hare Krishna 
and reading Srila Prabhupada's books. 
More than 260 such centers now exist with 
an average o f IS new sanghas added each 
month in West Bengal, Orissa, Assam, 
Bihar, Tripura, and Bangladesh. Some 
sanghas are as informal as a room in a 
person’s home.

Larger than sangha is the Nama Hatta 
kendra. The kendras hold daily pro
grams among at least 10 members, three 
of whom are initiated. A ll members 
chant four or more rounds of japa  daily 
and abstain from meat, fish, eggs, and 
intoxication.

The next step is the Nama Hatta 
mandira. which consists of at least 10 
harinam a  initiates and at least three 
hrahmanas. Members of the mandira 
practice simple Deity worship and a daily 
reading and chanting program. A m an
dira is eligible for promotion to a full 
ISKCON center.

On the individual level, similar grada
tions encourage members to advance 
their sadhana and preaching, starting 
w ith  the Hare Krishna ja p a  sangha. 
progressing to the Hare Krishna kendra  
paribar, and then to the Hare Krishna 
grhastha asrama mandira.

The japa sangha members chant two 
rounds m inim um  daily , attend san- 
kiriana  functions regularly, and stay 
at an ISKCON branch for training at 
least once a year. They also study autho- 
r ized  H are K ris h n a  Nama H a tta  
literatures.

The k e n d r a  p a r ib a r , o r K rishna- 
centered family, has two family members 
who chant at least eight rounds on japa  
mala daily, follow the four regulative 
principles (no eating o f meat, fish, or 
eggs, no intoxicants, no illic it sex, and

no gam bling), and worship uninstalled 
visnutattva  Deities with simple aratis, pra
sa d a m  o ffe ring s , and congregationa l 
chanting.

The Hare K rishna  g rh a s th a  a sra m a  
mandira has two family members initiated 
as brahmanas. The family follows the four 
regulative principles and chants 16 rounds 
daily. They have Deities that may be in
stalled, hold weekly festivals in their homes, 
take only food offered to Krishna, and stay 
in ISKCON centers at least once a year for 
special training.

Twenty ISKC O N  devotees regularly 
travel all over Eastern India, mostly by 
train, to enlist Nama Hatta members. On 
a recent business trip to Bhutan, a new

Nama Hatta member met with the young 
king o f that mountainous country. He 
presented him with books and a Back to 
Godhead  subscription. He also met with 
several businessmen who are anxious to 
participate.

This incident illustrates the effectiveness 
of the Bengali Nama Hatta members, and as 
training centers are opened, they w ill accept 
more preaching responsibilities. With the 
Bhagavad-gita being made available, the 
Bengalis w ill increasingly come forward, 
just like in America in 1968-69. Some of 
the educated students w ill start to partici
pate, and they can help turn the tide very 
quickly.

Spreading Krishna Consciousness in

Marketplace of the Holy Name
By Koumadakl-d*vl dad

The Nama Hatta program was actually 
begun in the late IVth century by Srila 
B h a k t iv in o d e  T h a k u ra , the  g re a t
grandfather o f ISKCON. Srila Bhakti
vinode, whose son Srila Bhaktisiddhanta 
Saraswati Goswami was Srila Prabhupada’s 
spiritual master, had a network of more 
than 500 preaching centers throughout 
India. He was the first Vaisnava acarya 
to write in English.

Srila Bhaktivinode first enunciated Sri 
Nama Hatta (“ the beautiful marketplace 
o f the H oly Name’’ ) in his newspaper, 
Godrum Kalpavati (Godrum's Desire Tree 
Grove).

In this marketplace, the commodity that 
everyone is a fte r is the Holy Name of 
Krishna. The Name can be acquired in 
different grades or stages of realization, 
according to what the buyer can give. The 
currency is not dollars and cents, but 
sraddha  ( fa ith —compared to one cent), 
bhajana-kriya (steady devotional service 
10 cents), ruci (taste for the Holy Name — 
25 cents), asakti (attachment in devotional 
service—50 cents), bhava (ecstatic devo
tio na l service—one d o lla r), and p re m a  
(pure love of God—a gold piece).

The mystery o f spending these transcen
dental funds is that one receives a 100 
percent rebate on the purchase price by 
chanting the Holy Name. Anyone who pays

counterfeit currency for the Holy Name 
simply cheats himself; he gets only nam- 
bhasa, the shadow of the Holy Name.

Srila Bhaktivinode defined three situa
tions in which the Holy Name may be found 
for sale. A shopping center is a temple and 
its congregation of devotees. A shop is 
where one devotee has set up his “ wares." 
And a “ traveling peddler”  takes his wares 
on his head and goes from town to town, 
street to street, distributing the Holy Name.

The treasure house of the marketplace 
is Srimad-Bhagavatam. the Vedic scripture 
detailing the personality and pastimes of 
Krishna, and the wholesalers who convey 
His goods to the dealers o f the Holy Name 
are Lord Caitanya and His intimate associ
ates. Lord Nityananda, Advaita Acarya, 
Rupa Goswami, Sanatana Goswami. Sva- 
rupa Damodara Goswami, and Ramananda 
Raya. These personalities inaugurated 
the Hare Krishna Movement in India during 
the 16th century, and Srila Bhaktivinode 
himself humbly desired to take the position 
of street sweeper in the marketplace that 
they established.

Srila Bhaktivinode concluded that Nama 
Hatta is an eternal proposition in the mate
rial world. Whenever and wherever a pure 
devotee of the Lord accepts birth, he takes 
up and perpetuates the transcendental 
activity o f “ marketing" the Holy Name 
of Krishna.

Bengal sometimes meets with opposition 
from the communists. Communists receive 
huge subsidies from the Soviet Union for 
establishing centers for information and 
culture. The Russians have built many 
libraries with thousands of books in the 
Bengali language that deal with the benefits 
o f life  in Russia under the communist 
system. In order to flood Indians’ homes 
with their literature, Soviet communists 
distribute very attractive books for only 
a fraction of their printing costs. Russian 
libraries often do not require cards for 
borrowing, and make many special conces
sions for children in order to facilitate the 
indoctrination process.

One state minister in Bengal, an out
spoken communist, told an ISKCON 
devotee, “ O ur philosophy is to stop 
you. We will obstruct you i f  you try 
to expand your preaching in the cities.”  

Christian preachers are also hard at 
work to win the Indians over to their 
faith. The Roman Catholic church alone 
spends over 112 million dollars per year 
for converting Hindus. Generally, such 
program s invo lve  “ g if ts ,”  such as 
housing, chickens, and pigs. Naturally, 
such tactics are primarily effective among 
the poor people. Still, such “ rice con
verts”  are not all that serious, but the 
Christians hope that these converts’ 
children will be more enthusiastic. They 
also print the Bible in local languages 
and distribute them for free.

Twenty ISKCON  
devotees travel all over 
Eastern India to enlist 
Nama Hatta members. *

The Indian people, however, are still 
very attached to the ir own culture. 
Therefore, the Nama Hatta program 
is finding great success even without 
such great resources.

Eastern India is a congregation of 
m illions o f devotees, and the Nama 
Hatta preaching is effectively reaching 
out to them.
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12 million 
see Palace 
festivities
By Bhulatm a data and Mahabuddhl data

O U N D S V ILL E , W. V .—What 
Hare Krishna media event packs 
the punch to draw coverage from

IS major newspapers, five television sta
tions, six radio stations, 17,000 tourists 
and visitors, and 1,000 ecstatic devotees 
enveloped in the ecstasy of krsna-katha?

Janmastami-Vyasa-puja celebrations at 
Prabhupada's Palace of Gold at New Vrin- 
daban, IS K C O N ’ s 2,000-acre farm ing 
co m m un ity  here over the Labor Day 
weekend.

And, to top it off, more than 12 million 
Americans witnessed the festivities glorify
ing Sri Krishna and His topmost pure devo
tee, His Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta 
Swami Prabhupada, as ABC-TV broadcast 
its coverage nationwide Sunday evening.

Ja n m a s ta m i, t ra d it io n a l ly  one o f 
IS K C O N ’s best-attended festivals, cele
brates the appearance of Lord Krishna on 
this planet 5,000 years ago, and Vyasa-puja 
glorifies the spiritual master on his appear
ance day.

In addition to ABC five local news tele
casts were broadcasting nightly in West 
Virginia and Ohio. A ll showed the Krishna 
Consciousness movement in a favorable 
light. Mahabuddhi prabhu, public affairs 
director for Prabhupada’s Palace of Gold, 
described the combined coverage, especially 
ABC’s, as "outstanding publicity. It was 
a major success.”

Area newspapers described the transcen
dental extravaganza as “ an unforgettable

Palace/p. 3 _

Srlla Prabhupada's 1976 meeting with an Australian millionaire paved the way tor the purchase of the New Gaudadesha (arm.

10,000-acre Australian Ponderosa 
ISKCON’s largest farm project
R E N M A R K , S. A U S T R A L IA  — 

Twenty devotees nearby are busy 
deve lop ing  IS K C O N ’ s la rgest 

farm 10,000 prime acres on the Murray 
River, purchased at an incredibly low price 
from a Melbourne millionaire who met and 
liked Srila Prabhupada.

“ The stately old homestead,”  writes the 
MURRAY PIONEER, the regional daily

kula: School 
e soul—

interview with Jagadisha dasa, 
N’s minister of education

Q. What Is gurukula'u purpose and 
what did Srlla Prabhupada say about
It?

A. Gurukula is a scientific system for 
preparing children to live effective hu
man lives as devotees of the Lord and 
prepare themselves for the time of death 
when they can transfer themselves back 
home, back to Godhead.

Gurukula/p.4

paper, is an “ idyllic setting., it seems the 
devotees have the best of both worlds."

The climate in New Gaudadesha is like 
that of its namesake in Sridhamu Mayapura, 
India. The lush valley site has five miles 
of frontage along the Murray River, which 
is a navigable link to many cities and towns. 
Sandy beaches, some timberland. and a 
sandstone quarry are part of the property. 
Arable land totals 8.000 acres, with wheat 
the main crop; there are orange groves, 
vegetable gardens, and a 500-acre island 
dairy pasture.

Buildings include four 80-year-old sand
stone houses one a luxurious mansion, 
and smaller structures w ith apartments 
for eight families. A former wool-shearing 
shed made of foot-thick oak beams can 
hold a crowd of more than 500.

The MURRAY PIONEER added, “ The 
farm is special, and the devotees’ obvious 
happiness is contagious. They made us 
feel at home, garlanded with flowers and 
laden with sweetcakes.”

The first contact with the owner of the 
farm, who had acquired it as a family refuge 
in case of future war or economic collapse, 
w;, made many years ago by Melbourne 
ISKCON’s intrepid lawyer, Radhe Shyama. 
Attracted by the millionaire’s city mansion, 
Radhe Shyama inquired about purchasing 
it. The house was not for sale, but the owner 
kept Radhe Shyama’s calling card.

l ater, in 1976 on a flight to New Zealand, 
the landowner was delighted to find himself 
seated next to Srila Prabhupada. He had 
seen the devotees giving Srila Prabhupada 
a rousing send-off kiriana at the Melbourne 
airport and had been impressed. “ He was a 
very nice chap.”  the landowner recalled.

More recently, the landowner became 
disheartened with his farm project, because 
his son was not interested in developing 
it with him. One day he saw the Hare 
Krishna chanting party in downtown Mel
bourne and realized that the devotees were 
the only people with the determination and 
energy necessary to turn his land into more 
than just a dream.

He contacted Radhe Shyama, who ar
ranged a meeting with Melbourne Temple 
President Balarama prabhu. Because the 
millionaire was so favorable toward the 
devotees, he offered his haven at a giveaway 
price. An amazed Balarama, who had been 
searching for a suitable farm on the advice 
of Australia’s initia ting spiritual master 
Srila Bhavananda Goswami Visnupada, 
quickly arranged the purchase

By Srila Prabhupada’s mere , 1SKCON 
Australia now has a farm project destined 
to become a major cen- f Krishna 
Consciousness.

See the  Australian Ponderosa photo feature 
on page 3.

Children 
of the 80s:

Robots 
on the prowl
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Deprogrammerl 
Ted Patrick 
behind bars
SAN D 1 EGO. CA "B la ck  l. ig h t- l 
n ing" the infamous deprogrammerl 
Ted Patrick is behind bars for his con-1 
viction in the case of a Tucson waitress’ 
kidnapping. He also faces conspiracy | 
charges in the alleged abduction of a 
Norwood, Ohio woman who was report
edly raped by one of his associates.

Patrick, dubbed “ Black Lightning’’ for 
his quick and often violent kidnappings 
of numerous Hare Krishna devotees and 
members of New Age sects and cults, 
faces five years in a California peniten
tiary if found in violation of probation 
terms in the Tucson waitress case.

San Diego Superior C ourt Judge 
Norbert Ehrenfreund heard evidence on 
the Norwood, Ohio case from Chief 
Deputy District Attorney Richard D. 
Huffman, and ruled that Patrick posed 
a danger to society if allowed to remain 
free on bail under the terms of his con
viction in the Tucson case.

Ehrenfreund had previously given 
Patrick a one-year suspended sentence, 
five years probation, a $5,000 fine, and 
an order to refrain from involvement in 
any deprogrammings unless someone 
voluntarily submitted himself to him.

Patrick is appealing his conviction, but 
Huffman told the court that Hamilton 
County, Ohio officials intend to present 
evidence to a grand jury on Patrick’s 
involvement in the recent abduction and 
rape of Stephanie Reithmiller, whose 
mother wanted her deprogrammed from 
a nonexistent lesbian relationship.

Fifty-year-old Patrick boldly admits 
to having been hired more than 2,000 
times as a professional abductor and 
deprogrammer. His usual fee is $7,500 
per case.

Some of Patrick’s associates suffered a 
major setback in a 1980 attempt to de
program a Hare Krishna devotee when a 
Los Angeles judge ordered them to pay 
Kulapriya-devi dasi $10,000 damages 
and $15,000 court costs.

In the last nine years, Patrick has been 
tried more than a dozen times and con
victed twice of misdemeanors, but it 
finally appears that Patrick will now, by 
the arrangement of the Supreme Law
maker, get a taste of his own medicine.

CLLEJLL
devotees based there journeyed to nearby t in ia n « ,  F m m s/l tahlold, printed this fnenaty
C aitan ya’s sankirtana m ovement, ILIA L i n n ,  ___
harinam a p a r ty  ever to chant in Helsinki. -  ■- T T T

‘ H a p p i n e s s  i s
The missionaries of Krishna Conscious

n e s s  chanted Hare Krishna in th e  book 
cafe on Friday evening. The snaven 
headed monks in saffron have come from

^ groW 
in traditional Indian kurta  and dhot, 
sitting on a brown carpet c h a n U n g  They 
were accompanied by drum and a PortaWe 
oruan called a harmonium. Three ot the 
devotees rh y th m ic a lly  p layed brass

CyS ? ra 8hanta dasa told the enthusiastic 
audience of 50 that nine years ago he had 
been a hippie, but joined the Hare Krishna 
S vem enT  because Knshna Conscious
ness gave his life real meaning.

"Man cannot denve happiness from

w i t h i n  t h e  h u m a n  h i m s e l f
n v ,,,.n lu m ia  ended h is lecture. Then

matter; real happiness comes from within

.p o k , .«  length about 
health, noting that disease results pn- 
marily from the wrong diet. Knshna devo
tees accept only vegetarian food.

"People are eating all.the wrong foods 
today. They drink wine made from rotten 
fruits The bodily suffering that results 
w ill not be solved by buiMmg hos^taU 
only by changing the way ° fhfe;

Many curious eyes scanned the y0“ "«  
men, who had short haircuts and a bump
of hair in the back like a h9T®e*f

“ When you surrender to Knshna s se 
vice, your responsib ilities toward the 
world are no longer matenal. Happiness 
comes on the sp iritua l plane, because 
apirit is above matter.” With these words,

D hirashanta  ended h is lecture. Then 
came an enormous vegetanan Je«8t 

The regional headquarters of the Hare 
K r is h n a  M ovem ent is  in  G rod inge 
Sweden, south of Stockholm. Seventy 
members live  in  a viHage community 
there. Among them is F inn ish  Asko 
Kauheva, now Ajamidha dasa.

“ I joined the movement more than three 
years ago. and now I work to spread 
Krishna Consciousness, Asko said. H 
said the Hare Krishna Movement wme to 
Sweden in 1973 and now has 3.000 sup

P°“ I* w a i attracted by the simple way of 
life and good principles. We have come 
to Finland so that those who are interested 
in Krishna Consciousness can start a 
branch here,”  he said.

Wonderful World a big South Seas hit
SYDNEY. AU STR ALIA—The first printing 
of a new full-color 52-page magazine. The 
W onderful World o f  Hare Krishna in Austral
ia— 220,000 copies has nearly run out after

Brahmananda Swami in Nigeria

Imo school program

H it Hollneaa Bhaktltlrtha Swaml reported recently that the son of a con- 
greaaman from tha Imo area haa joined the movement and become on* of the 
blggaat book dlatrlbutora In England.

four months of intensive distribution. A 
second printing of the informative and 
photo-packed magazine is scheduled for 
January 1982.

W onderful World's inside front cover 
shows 60 devotees joyously chanting and 
dancing before the world famous Sydney 
Opera House. The co lo rfu lly  dressed, 
b righ t-faced  devotees p ic tured  before 
this u ltram odern bu ild ing  suggests that 
Krishna Consciousness will be the religion 
of the future.

Says W onderful World's editor-in-chief. 
His Holiness Dhristadyumna Swami, “The 
response has been incredible. It’s the first 
time we’ve ever had something to give people 
that tells the whole story of the Hare Krishna 
Movement."

T w en ty-s ix  a rtic les present K rishna 
Consciousness lifestyle and philosophy, 
many ISKCON preaching programs, and 
appreciations by scholars, statesmen, and 
other public figures.

The magazine opens with "Learning with 
Love,”  a five-page photo feature on guru- 
kula, the Hare Krishna primary*educational 
system. Other stories feature farms, Srila 
Prabhupada. prasadam, sankirtana, Krish
na Consciousness and Christianity, and 
the Ratha-yatra festivals.

"Because of the many beautiful photo
graphs,”  D hris tadyum na Swami said, 
“  W onderfu l W orld is something people 
can leaf through at their leisure. Yet, even 
after such a cursory look, they gain a posi
tive impression of ISKCON.”

Wonderful World has its roots in a 24- 
page French pub lica tion, Q ui son t-ils?  
(W ho Are They?), which was produced 
last year by the European Bhaktivedanta 
Book Trust. Five million copies—including 
Italian and Spanish editions—have been 
distributed to date.

Another influence on the Austra lian 
magazine was the International Office of 
Public A ffa irs ’ selection o f photos and 
stories for an American Who Are They?, 
which is going to press soon.
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.Australian farm: ‘Best of both worlds’

A playful devotee, top left, finds 
a new use for the Murray River, 
which Irrigates the lush valley 
surrounding ISKCON’s new farm. 
Below left: Hard-working devo
tees have already cultivated 
most of the 8,000 arable acres 
for wheat. Right: Muraii Gupta 
and Gangamayl chant /apa near 
the “stately old homestead,” an 
80-year-old sandstone mansion. 
Below right: Dvarakaraja dis
cusses a point of philosophy 
with one of the local residents, 
an emu.
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... 12 million see Palace festivities
experience,’' referring to the Palace as the “ Taj Mahal of 
the West.”  “ The newspapers over the whole area were sat
urated with Krishna Consciousness for a two-week period,”  
Mahabuddhi said.

The Palace festival sparked add itional mass media 
preaching when Party Line, the most popular talk show 
in the Ohio Valley, hosted Srila Kirtanananda for a live 
three-hour special.

Srila Bhaktipada spoke about the Krishna Consciousness

U.S. News boosts 
Palace of Gold

A recent issue of U. S. News and World Report magazine 
featured Srila Prabhupada’s Palace as one of the “ lasting 
monuments”  of religions in America.

Color photos of six other structures built by a TV evange
list and congregations of Baptists, Catholics. Jews, Luther
ans, and Muslims illustrated a two-page spread entitled 
America’s Golden Age of Church Building.”

U. S. News called the palace “ the biggest bargain”  in the 
new wave of church construction: “ Because members did all 
the work free, it cost only $750.000 to build the ten-room 
temple, including gold-leaf appliques, hand-painted decora
tions, crystal chandeliers, and walls and floors inlaid with 40 
varieties of imported marble and onyx.”

movement and its philosophy with the show's announcer, 
then the phone lines were opened for calls. “ We were taking 
calls right from the Palace steps. People responded so en
thusiastically that the switchboard was swamped for the 
whole broadcast,”  Mahabuddhi reported.

The festival days found the huge crowds delighting in a 
wide variety of spectacles and shows amidst gardens in 
full bloom and fountains of cascading water.

Devotee tour guides led groups of 20 visitors at a time 
through the Palace's breathtaking corridors and sanctuary.

Lines of anxious visitors stretched around the Palace, 
eagerly awaiting their turn to witness America’s newest 
architectural marvel.

Also popular was the South Asian Cultural Exhibition, 
allowing guests a comprehensive look at numerous aspects 
of Vedic society.
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Kamala Laksmin, India’s leading Bharat Natyam dancer, 
later performed krsna-lila on stage. The festival had re
ceived advance coverage from India Abroad  and hundreds 
of Ohio Valley Indian community members came with their 
families.

On Monday, all the resident and visiting devotees hon
ored Srila Bhaktipada on his Vyasa-puja day. A TV news 
team caught the ecstatic procession around the Palace, 
with Srila Bhaktipada being carried on a palanquin.

The dedication of a new garuda-stambha, a new stained- 
glass ceiling section depicting Vrndavana forest—resplen
dent with parrots and peacocks—and mural work, all added 
to the ever-expanding beauty of Prabhupada’s Palace. 
As the Janmastami celebration grows larger every year. 
New Vrindaban’s Brijabasis and their incredible mani
festation of love for Srila Prabhupada continue in the 
vanguard of spreading Lord Caitanya’s flood of love for 
Krishna all over the world.

Spectacular co lo r photo  featured in U. S. News, 
America's third largest weekly news magazine.

Video shows provided 
insight into the Hare Krish
na Movement’s worldwide 
activ ities, its educational 
system, and its historical 
origins.

And everyone, especially 
the children, enjoyed the 
tran scen d en ta l puppet 
shows.

The Brijabasi Players of 
the New Vrindaban com
m un ity  perform ed plays 
a b o u t the  appea rance  
of Lord Krishna to SRO 
audiences.

In  a c ro w d -s tu n n in g  
performance, Sankirtana 
prabhu portrayed Krsnadas 
Kaviraj Goswami, explain
ing how he was inspired 
to  w rite  S r i  C a ita n y a -  
caritamrta. So moving was 
his performance that the 
3,000 ra p t ly  a tte n t iv e  
guests broke into a stand
ing ovation at the show’s 
conclusion.

Lino* of eager visitors stretch around the exterior of Prabhupada's Palace of 
Gold during the Labor Day Janmastami-Vyaaa-pu|a festival, removing their 
shoes before entering America’s newest architectural wonder. Hundreds of 
the 18,000 weekend guests observed the 
Installation of a gmrude-atembha, a pil
lar holding the handcrafted form of Lord 
Vishnu's bird carrier.

L-
i .
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...Gurukula
Srila Prabhupada told us to follow the guidelines given in 

the Vedic scriptures, such as Srimad-Bhagavaiam. In the 
Seventh Canto the sage Narada outlines the basic principles: 
the disciple should live in the guru's asrama. learn obedience, 
sense control, cleanliness, simplicity, austerity, truthfulness, 
spiritual philosophy, and devotion to the guru and the 
Supreme Lord Krishna.

Q. What does gurukula actually mean?

A. It's a Sanskrit word meaning “ the place of the guru, 
or spiritual master.”  We now have about 700 children in 
gurukulas around the world. Our first gurukula was in 
Dallas in 1971 It was the only gurukula for about five years. 
Then, in 1976, we decided to start many more gurukulas. 
Now we have 24 in 18 countries.

Q. What do you consider to be the most Important 
subjects taught In gurukula?

A. Srila  Prabhupada said our students should learn 
English and Sanskrit, so they can read our books of Vedic 
philosophy. And he said they should learn a little mathe
matics, some history, and geography, so they won’t be 
thought of as being unaware of the everyday aspects of 
life in the material world. But mainly, we just try to teach 
them to become nice devotees of the Lord, and give them 
some practical skills they can use to serve Krishna when 
they grow up.

Q. How long does a gurukula education last?

A. In 1974, Srila Prabhupada told us that the gurukula 
is meant for children up to 12 years old, and after that they 
should go to a college that would be based on varnasrama 
dharma, the system of social organization taught in the 
Vedas. Each boy would be trained according to his special 
physical and psychological nature.

We now have two varnasrama college programs—one at 
the New Vrindaban farm community in West Virginia, and 
the other at our center in Vrndavana, India. The Vrndavana 
college specializes in education for boys inclined to be 
brahmanas (priests) and ksatrivas (administrators). The 
curriculum for brahmanas w ill emphasize philosophy, 
which will be learned from Srila Prabhupada’s books. The 
students will learn logic and argument, so that they w ill be 
able to convince people of the value of Krishna Conscious
ness through writing or speaking. Those boys training to 
be ksatrivas will also study philosophy from Srila Prabhu- 
pada's books. In addition, they will learn about manage
ment, finances, and government.

Q. And the vafsyas (farmers and merchants) and 
sudras (workers and craftsmen)?

Students vie for Instructor’s attention during ISKCON gurukula class at New Mayapur community In France.

A. They will study at our New Vrindaban college, where 
they w ill work as apprentices under devotees expert in 
farming, cow protection, and various arts and crafts, such 
as painting, woodworking, masonry, and so forth.

Q. Are girts taught any differently than boys?

A. Both girls and boys receive the same training in guru
kula. But after that, instead of going to varnasrama college, 
the girls w ill be trained in devotional arts, such as painting, 
making jewelry, sewing, cooking, and so forth. Some will 
learn secretarial skills. A ll these talents will be useful both 
in the home and in the temple, for serving the Deity.

Q. What has happened In the last five years to stan
dardize and Improve the gurukula?

Q. Why did Srila Prabhupada so much stress the 
gurukula system?

A. He once wrote, “ I f  such children are given practical 
guidance on the transcendental platform above the bodily 
and mental conception o f life, then they will develop into 
perfect citizens—moral, honest, hard-working, law-abiding, 
clean, faithful to home and country. That is the unmatched 
success o f our Krishna Consciousness schooling system. 
Introduce it nicely so that your countries' leaders w ill see 
something very nice and come to our assistance.”

Q. How many students are there In the gurukula 
system now whose parents are not Initiated devotees?

A. About five percent.

A. Well, we've got a basic structure now for our language 
arts curriculum. The system we use to teach the basic read
ing and writing is called “ Let’s Read.” And now we’re 
Krishnaizing it; we’re calling it “ Let’s Read for Krishna." 
An exceptional number of our 8- and 9-year-olds are reading 
at the level of high school seniors.

Q . Does it seem to be growing?

A. Yes, more and more people are taking interest. The 
condition of public schools, especially in America, is forcing 
sincere parents to seek alternative approaches. It’s only a 
matter of time.

Varnasrama college: New order for social body
S riman Jagadisha prabhu announced 

in a recent newsletter that in 1982 
ISKCON "w ill begin the varnasrama 

college curriculum and training programs 
for older students [ages 12 and up] according 
to their inclinations and qualities." Proto
type varnasrama college programs have 
already been established in Vrndavana, 
India, and New Vrindaban. West Virginia.
I SA

On a morning walk in Vrndavana in
1974. Srila Prabhupada told several of his 
leading disciples: “ You become trained up 
and revise the whole religion of Western 
civilization, especially in America. Then 
a new chapter will come in...the varnasrama 
school is required."

Varnasrama education is a positive alter
native, especially to the Western academic 
program that has traditionally discouraged 
vocational training in the early years. The 
view o f many leading sociologists and 
behavioral scientists worldw ide is that 
modern education with its millions of frus
trated students and jobless graduates has 
failed to accommodate the needs o f the 
students.

Varnasrama. on the other hand, is from 
the very beginning sensitive to the individual 
vocational and scholastic needs of students, 
in addition to their spiritual needs, which are 
totally overlooked by society at large.

Srila Prabhupada stressed attending to 
the individual: “ We should see for which 
work he is suitable....Everyone is equal for 
Krishna's service, but [higher education] is 
a waste for boys who are not interested. 
Why should they be forced to learn San
skrit? We must have all departments of 
work., the weaving department, the English 
department, the trading department...varn
asrama is for everyone."

Varnasrama is the ideal social system 
described in the Vedas. It scientifically 
organizes society to insure peace, prosperity, 
and maximum spiritual advancement for 
its citizens.

The four primary occupational divisions 
of varnasrama society are analogous to 
four divisions of the human body. The 
brahmanas are the head of the social body— 
the intelligent, saintly class meant to give 
good instruction to the other classes. The 
ksatrijas. administrators, manage the gov
ernment and protect the citizens, and are 
compared to the arms and chest. The 
vaisyas, farmers and merchants, supply 
food and other needed goods to the rest of 
the body, and are likened to the stomach. 
And the sudras. the working class, support 
the social body by their manual labor and 
craftsmanship, just as the legs support the 
physical body and enable it to move.

The Vedas explain that the four social

orders are meant to work cooperatively 
for the good of every member, just as each 
part of the physical body serves the interests 
and needs of the body as a whole.

The ind iv idua l assumes a position in 
the social order by qualification and natural 
propensities, not by birth or caste. The 
members of varnasrama society know that

they are working for the greatest common 
cause. Krishna, and that they are pure spirit 
souls, part and parcel of Him. This frees 
them from  envy, frustra tion , fear, and 
unemployment.

The ultim ate goal o f the varnasram a  
colleges is the development of such societies 
throughout the world.

Pre-m ed student interns at gurukula
CHATSWORTH, SOUTH AFRICA—Questioning the meaning of life if generally 
not a top priority for boys of 13. But young men like Visnu Naidoo are exceptional. 
As an outstanding high school student, Visnu (now Parsvyoma 4***) had fixed his 
sights on a medical career. But feeling an imbalance in his education, he transferred to 
a unique spiritual school, ISKCON's gurukula in Vrndavana, India, where students 

are trained to be successful not only in 
the material world, but in spiritual life 
as well.

When Paravyoma graduates from 
gurukula he expects to enroll in medical 
school and pursue his professional 
goals. But his gurukula training will 
not be forgotten. His knowledfe about 
centering life around Krishna will as- 

I sure him of a bright and happy future.
And aa •  doctor he will he aMs to give 
his patients low  for Krishna, ths me*»
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Caitanya’s messenger heartens 
strapped French insuranceman
By Indradyumna Swami

I was wearing my robes, going store to 
store in a small French town during last 
year’s Christmas marathon. One day before 
noon, 1 stopped at a small office building 
where a female insurance agent accosted me: 

“ What do you want? Why are you dressed 
like this—what kind of foolishness is this?” 

“ I ’m just a monk with the Hare Krishna 
Movement and I ’m going door to door dis
tributing my spiritual master’s books,”  I 
said.

“ Oh yes, we’ve heard about this, but we’re 
not interested. Please go away, we’re very 
busy.”

We had a rather loud conversation for the 
next few minutes. But she was determined. 
As she was about to throw me out on my ear 
I asked, “ Perhaps someone else here is inter
ested?”

“ My husband is here, but never mind.”  
As I turned to leave, the back door opened 

and a man with a surprised look on his face 
popped out and said, “ Oh, what is this? Are 
you a monk?”

I immediately said, “ Oh yes, sir, please 
come here—I have something very inter
esting to show you.”

“ No no no no, get out, get out!”  his wife 
yelled.

“ Be respectful!”  her husband said. “ Can’t 
you see this man is a monk?"

I smiled to her on the side and she became 
that much more angry. The husband came 
forward. He was quite well-dressed, obvi
ously a very successful businessman.

“ I spent some time in Southeast Asia and 
used to talk to the Buddhist monks,”  he said. 
“ Are you a Buddhist?"

“ No sir, I’m a Vaisnava monk from the 
Hare Krishna Movement."

“ Well, what do you have?”
“ We have a lot to offer, sir. Here is a very 

nice book— Nectar o f  D evotion—perhaps 
you would be interested?”

The books in France are very beautiful, 
expensive-looking productions. He was so 
enthused that we went through all the books, 
but finally he said in dismay, “ Young man.

I’m very pleased to meet you, but it’s not 
possible for me to purchase these books. 
You see, it ’s Christmas time. I ’ve spent all 
my money and have nothing left. Just a little 
bit for the last days o f vacation. These are 
wonderful books, but I simply can't afford 
them.”

“ That’s too bad,”  I said. Actually, I knew 
that he could not afford to be without Srila 
Prabhupada’s books any longer. “ Sir, be
cause you’re the most interested person I’ve 
met in many, many months here in this area, 
I would like to give you this book as a Christ
mas gift. This is the Christmas season, and 
what could be better than a gift o f God con
sciousness? Sir, please take this book.”

As I put it in his hand he became over
whelmed by the incredible mercy of Srila 
Prabhupada and SriCaitanya Mahaprabhu. 
He became speechless. I could see tears well
ing in his eyes; after a few seconds they began 
to roll down his cheeks. He looked at me 
and said, “ Son, thank you very much, but 
how can I accept this?”

“ Giving is the real spirit of the Christmas 
season, and God consciousness is the most

Blow ing on boil 
w on’t stop the pain

Once Srila Prabhupada was describing 
the foolishness o f the materialists to an 
audience in Hrsikesa, India. One lady ob
jected, saying, “ You are a guru, but you 
don’t sound very compassionate to me."

Prabhupada replied, “ Your compassion 
is like blowing on a boil. The boil is hurting 
very much. Blowing on it won’t help to 
ease the pain.”  Then he lashed out, "You  
m ust take the knife and  slash it." The 
woman gasped.

Somehow or other people must be awak
ened to the fact that their lives are running 
out, and their position in the material world 
is very dangerous. This is actual compas
sion, not just to aim at pleasing the body. 
Cutting the boil with a sharp knife may hurt, 
but it’s the only way to get relief.

—Srila Bhagavan Goswami

priceless gift, the very same gift that Christ 
gave to mankind.”  Out of the corner of my 
eye I could see his wife. She was so amazed 
by what had transpired in these last twenty 
minutes that when I gave him the book and 
he began to cry, she also began to cry.

I was overcome by the extraordinary 
mercy of Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu—that 
this hard-hearted woman had been touched 
along with her distinguished husband. Med
itating on the mercy o f the Lord, I became a 
little  misty-eyed myself. Here we were, the 
three of us, standing in this office completely 
stunned by the mercy of Caitanya Maha
prabhu, unable to move.

A minute passed like this, and then he 
said, “ Young man. I’m going to give you the 
last money I have. I’ve never experienced 
anything like this in my life. You take this 
with you and enjoy it.”  he said, stuffing some 
bills into my kurta  pocket.

“ Sir, this money is not for me to enjoy. It 
belongs to God, but I w ill accept it gladly. It 
w ill be used to print more books like these.”

He then made me give my name, my ad
dress, and phone number. Since then, that 
gentleman has called me four times to ar
range meetings so that we could converse 
about S rila  P rabhupada ’s books and 
Krishna Consciousness. In this way the 
mercy of Lord Caitanya is constantly, mi
raculously touching the hearts of material
istic people, helping them to receive the 
matchless gift, love of Krishna.
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When 2 Krsna books = 1 devotee
We were visiting the New York temple to see Srila Prabhupada at the first New York 

Ratha-yatra in 1976. I was standing in line for prasadam  when a New York devotee asked 
me, “ Did you ever distribute books in the Chicago airport?”  I had. several years before.

“ You gave me two Krsna books for $7," she said. “ I was so impressed that when I got 
o ff the plane in Gainesville, I immediately went to the temple.”

I later asked what her service was. She had become one of the biggest book distributors. 
I realized then that the value of each and every book given to a conditioned soul cannot be 
underestimated. One book can produce a devotee who distributes thousands more.

—Urmila-devi dasi 
Chicago

Please Remember

Y our dona tion  o f S rila  P rabhupada's  
books helps us spread the m ercy to  
A fr ic a —and fu lf il l his order.

Contact:

H. H. B rahm ananda  S w am i H. H. B hak tl T irth a  Swam i
ISK C O N  G o ve rn in g  B ody  C om m iss ione r IS K C O N  W est A fr ica n  R egiona l S ecre tary
P .O . B ox 8793 515 8 th  St. S. E..
Lagos, N ig e ria  W a sh in g ton , D C. 20003
W est A fr ica  (202) 543-9600

Srila Prabhupada’s 
Disappearance Day  

Special
Prabhupada Murtis

These small (11") murtis are now avail
able for the amazing low price of only 
$ 150. Every home, preaching center, 
and temple can now afford a murti of 
Srila Prabhupada!

Send for complete catalog—FREE!

Changing Species 
Diorama

This new portable diorama is excellent 
for preaching programs and temple 
displays. Measures 20" x 28" x 50" 
and weighs only 21 lbs. Complete with 
quilted cover. Mow only $375.

All items sent freight collect 

F A T E  Studioa D e tro it 383  Lenox Avenue, D etro it, M ic h ig a n  4 82 15  USA
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Expanded outreach: Planting 
the seeds of love at home
Global lay congregations trend for the future

I n the 60s, commitment to the Krishna Consciousness 
movement always meant a radical change in lifestyle: 
communal living, robes and saris, and shaven heads. 

By 1980, however, ISKCON’s lay congregation had grown 
dramatically all over the world. We wholeheartedly encour
age this type of expansion (side by side with initiating new 
full-time devotees), and urge the speedy growth of our world
wide lay congregations.

With a little added foresight and commitment, full-time 
Hare Krishna devotees and ISKCON congregational mem
bers, working together, could easily and quickly develop 
larger, more effective congregations for propagating Krishna 
Consciousness.

It is important to remember that Sri Caitanya Maha- 
prabhu, the founder of the Krishna Consciousness move
ment, established an immense following in the sixteenth 
century all over India in 
a few short years. He trav
eled from village to village, 
setting up preaching centers 
everywhere, much in the 
same way Srila Prabhupada 
traveled around the world 
opening temples. The Nama 
Hatta system, which Jaya- 
pataka Swami is im p le 
menting in India, is one of 
the most inspired examples 
anywhere o f developing 
cong rega tions  as whole 
communities, not only for 
the sp iritua l side o f life , 
but for the complete art of 
living.

The potential for such 
broad-based com m unity 
p ro jects c lea rly  exists in 
the West as well. ISKCON 
devotees have distributed 
more than 100 million pieces of
literature to date and it is not unreasonable to assume that one 
in every 20 literate people in the world has at least seen some 
form of Krishna Consciousness literature.

Life membership worldwide now stands at about 16,000, 
most of which is in India and the rest of the Third World.

A very successful program of congregational membership, 
under the direction of Srila Tirthapada has been instituted 
among the Hindu population of South Africa, resulting in 
tens of thousands of followers. In the West, congregational 
membership is underway with or
ganizations like FO LK

‘The larger congregation 
so much needed will come 
about when Krishna Con-  

sciousness centers take 
steps to methodically 

develop their local and 
zonal membership. This 
means more outreach. 9

(Friends of Lord Krishna) in Britain, A m id de Krishna in 
Italy, Honor Membership in New York, and Friends of New 
Vrindaban in West Virginia.

A 1978 Gallup Poll, published by the Associated Press, 
found that more than 500,000 American teenagers considered 
Hare Krishna their religion. But three years later, we’re still 
asking, “ Where are they?”  Srila Prabhupada once said that 
there is a brahmana on every street corner. Our job is to find 
them and make them Vaisnavas.

The larger congregation so much needed will come about 
when Krishna Consciousness centers take steps to method
ically develop their local and zonal membership. This means 
more outreach.

One of the keys to developing congregations is promoting 
the system of worshipping Krishna in the home. ISKCON 
mailorder divisions, through Back To Godhead and sales to

temples, have for years sold 
worship paraphernalia 
including japa beads and 
bead bags, Deity photos, 
incense, and mrdngas to 
thousands of people.

People are fond of per
forming “ self-improve
ment”  activities at home, 
and according to sociolo
gists, the trend is increas
ing.

And, more and more 
peop le  are a d o p tin g  
Krishna Consciousness 
at home for philosophical 
reasons. For many peo
ple, times have gone from 
bad to worse to impossi
ble. Krishna Conscious
ness has provided real 
answers to these people’s 
s e e m in g ly  in s o lu b le  
problems. Even at home 

people in Krishna Consciousness can simply chant, read, 
offer prasadam, and be happy. Purification, regulation, and 
sense control come gradually, later.

Popular religions and spiritual movements have gained 
global status through their universal appeal to people’s most 
basic needs. Krishna Consciousness offers the most funda
mental of all basic human needs—real knowledge of the self 
and God, and is, in Srila Prabhupada’s words, “ the happy, 
normal condition of the living entity....the panacea for all the 
problems of the world.”

For millions, Krishna Consciousness can and should begin 
at home.

Dear Prabhus,
Congratulations on a first-class publication! 

ISKCON WORLD REVIEW is enlivenment personi
fied! After reading it solidly throughout the 
morning, I was ready to apply for the job as paste
up man until I remembered that I had my hands fu ll 
here.

Saksl Gopal dasa 
Croome Court, England

If you ever run out of service there, Saksi, we still 
haven't found anyone to fill the fu ll-tim e position we 
have for an experienced makeup and design person. 
Is there anyone reading this who is qualified? If so, 
please contact Mukunda dasa, c /o  ISKCON WORLD 
REVIEW. -E d .

Dear Prabhus,
The ISKCON WORLD REVIEW is ecstatic; It is 

wonderful to read about preaching projects all over 
the world. I am thinking of sending it to my parents, 
although they usually would not th ink of reading 
about our movement.

Jnana dasa Gauravanacart 
Valsnava Ministry for Universities 
Boston, Massachusetts

Good idea, Prabhu; many GBCs have recommended  
IWR for parents. Also, we recommend that devo
tees put their parents on Rose Forkash's Friends 
of Krishna mailing list. See article on page 12. —Ed.

V i  3 v >  C A V l t o

The sun of the Holy Name has appeared in the universe 
to destroy all forms of ignorance 
casting aside all worldly things, 
the saintly become devoted to Him alone.

The sun of the Holy Name
is the remover of the darkness of ignorance.

O Harinam, who actually kpows Your greatness?
What sort of learned man 
is capable of singing all Your glories?

O Holy Name, from the very moment You first appear 
on the horizon of the heart, 
the darkness of this material world is almost totally 
devoured.

Quickly destroying all remaining darkness,
You bestow divine wisdom 
upon our spiritually blinded eyes.

That divine wisdom gives rise within the heart 
to pure devotion

and an understanding of the transcendental 
characteristics of Lord Hari.

This wonderful pastime of Yours is eternal
and Thakura Bhaktivinode has understood its essence.

Editor’s Note: The ISK C O N  WORLD R E V IE W  will 
periodically print devotional poetry. Please send your sub
missions, either original works or your favorites by the 
acaryas, care of Makarudra dasa, senior editor.
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By Drutakarm a data

T wo twelve-year-old boys rob an 84-year-old woman’s 
apartment of $3.65 after beating her to death with 
baseball bats.

A 14-year-old steals his mother’s credit card, gets cash 
from the “ instant banker.”  and uses it to buy heroin.

A five-year-old girl complains that the boys in school are 
asking her for sex.

A young boy asks his mother, “ When are you and Daddy 
going to get divorced?”

The kids of the 80s are causing shockwaves throughout 
America. Nobody knows what to expect next, but the signs 
aren’t reassuring.

“Our children are being daily used, exploited, and killed, 
while we stand around helplessly," says Dr. Sam Janus, 
psychotherapist and author of The Death o f  Innocence.

But the kids aren't just victims. They are striking out 
against society as well.

In Los Angeles, Juvenile Court Judge Art Gilbert said, 
“ I see kids packing .38-calibre revolvers, magnums, and 
shotguns....It’s almost like they are programmed robots 
on the prowl to kill. They show no sense of empathy for 
their victims,”  he said.

Other signs of trouble:
— the National Institute on Drug Abuse reports that 

68 percent of American youth have used marijuana.
—one million unmarried teen-aged girls give birth each 

year in America. Another half-million have abortions.
—each year one million American children run away from 

home. Many, as young as 10, are victimized by porno
graphic filmmakers or forced into prostitution.

— 1.3 m illion  teenagers have serious problems with 
alcohol.

And the kids don’t feel so good about themselves, either. 
According to a recent study by three Chicago researchers 
(The Adolescent: A Psychological Self-Portrait), 20 percent 
of American teenagers feel emotionally empty. They admit 
being confused most of the time, and would rather die than 
go on living. Suicide is already the third biggest cause of 
death among American youth, following automobile acci
dents and homicide.

But this vast array of problems facing America’s young 
people is virtually absent in at least one small segment of 
American society- the children of the thousands of young 
men and women who adopted the Hare Krishna way of life 
during the 60s and 70s. What’s the difference that allows 
them to escape the madness afflicting America’s children 
in the 80s?

First of all, each Hare Krishna child is planned and want
ed, hardly the case with most children today. As John 
Lennon said in an interview just before his death: “ Ninety 
percent of the people on this planet, especially in the West, 
were born out of a bottle of whiskey on Saturday night.”

According to medical information given in the ancient 
Vedic literatures of India, the mentality of the parents at 
the time of conception determines the psychological and 
physical characteristics o f the child. In the Krishna 
Consciousness movement, sex is allowed only for pro
creation. Therefore, parents meditate upon the sex act 
as a way to bring a spiritually advanced personality into 
the world.

Further, abortion and contraception are not practiced 
within the Krishna Consciousness movement.

Because the children are wanted, the parents raise them 
properly, in a loving, God-conscious family environment. 
In modern American society, however, more than 50 percent 
of the families are broken by divorce. Many experts see 
this as a major contributing factor to juvenile maladjustment 
and delinquency.

Divorce is not condoned in the Krishna Consciousness 
movement. Rather, marriage is entered into as a lifetime 
commitment. Ideally, the partners are matched according 
to their character and qualities by their families and the 
spiritual leaders of the community in which they live. This 
system, critized by some as being backward, is still practiced 
among the aristocracy in the West. The marriage of Prince 
Charles and Lady Diana is a good example of an arranged 
marriage. We may also note that in this age of premarital 
promiscuity, one of the necessary qualifications for Lady 
Diana's even being considered as a suitable spouse for Prince 
Charles was her chastity.

In ancient India also, the chastity of women was highly 
valued, and their marriages to suitable husbands were care
fu lly arranged. But modern civilization is now much too 
advanced for this “ ancient” practice. Today, in the name 
of liberation and advanced culture, we throw young girls 
into the streets to fend for themselves in the sordid game 
of dating and mating. Bhagavad-gita, however, the world’s

oldest scripture, written fifty centuries ago, sounds a stern 
warning appropriate for today:

When irreligion is prominent in the fam ily, the women 
o f  the fa m ily  become corrupt, and from  the degradation o f  
womanhood, comes unwanted progeny. When there is 
increase o f  u n w a n ted  p o p u la tio n , a hellish  s itu a tio n  
is created both fo r  the fam ily  and fo r  those who destroy 
the fa m ily  tradition.

Family tradition remains strong in the Krishna Con
sciousness movement. Typically, family members meet 
together in the morning and evening, taking pleasure in 
singing spiritual songs and reading about the lives of great 
saints and the pastimes ef the Supreme Lord. They thus 
find happiness together, and their satisfying spiritual experi
ences allow them to avoid the problems faced by families 
who simply gather around the television. Also, Hare 
Krishna children are taught not to pray to God for material 
things like money, cars, or good grades; rather, they ask 
not what God can do for them, but what they can do for 
God.

The children of the Hare Krishna Movement have another 
special advantage. They are raised in an environment com
pletely free from drug and alcohol abuse. (Devotees abstain 
from drugs, alcohol, coffee, tea, and tobacco.) Recent 
government studies have clearly shown that pregnant 
women who drink alcohol or take drugs may seriously 
harm their unborn children. Potential defects include severe 
physical deformities and mental retardation, factors which 
may help to explain the recent lowering ol school achieve
ment test scores, and government reports that 13 percent 
of American 17-year-olds are functionally illiterate. In 
any case, it is naive to assume that children raised in a 
country with 10 million alcoholics and 10 million regular 
users of cocaine w ill not be adversely affected.

Another mind-warping influence from which children 
in the Krishna Consciousness movement are free is commer
cial television, w ith its sexual exploitation, unabashed 
ballyhooing of materialistic life, and constant violence.

From the ages of 6 to 18, the average American child 
watches 16,000 hours of television, including half a million 
commercials. The same child will spend only 12,000 hours 
in school.

And now commercials are using teen sex to sell everything 
from blue jeans to baby dolls. American young people have 
from their first TV experience been sold on the concept that 
status, prestige, and pleasure depend on the possession of 
material objects.

The average child also witnesses thousands of murders 
on the tube, leading the National Commission on the Causes 
and Prevention of Violence to note:

“ We believe it is reasonable to conclude that a constant 
diet of violent behavior on television has an adverse effect 
on human character and attitudes. Violence on television 
encourages violent forms of behavior, and fosters moral 
and social values about violence in daily life which are un
acceptable in a civilized society.”

The children of Krishna conscious parents, however, 
are taught nonviolence and reverence for all forms of life. 
The Hare Krishna philosophy prescribes a vegetarian diet, 
and specifically forbids the killing of animals for meat. 
Krishna children learn that the food they eat is not pro
duced in a supermarket, but comes from the natural food 
supply system created by God. Therefore, all food should 
be offered to the Lord before being eaten. The vegetarian 
foods offered to Krishna become spiritualized, and by eating 
them (rather than junk foods) the children enjoy health, 
vitality, and a joyful, peaceful mentality.

But the main reason that the Hare Krishna children are 
millions of times happier and more satisfied than their public 
school counterparts is on account of a spiritual education 
that completely bypasses bitter competition over material 
goals. Dr. George C. Taylor of the University of North 
Carolina once wrote:

"A ny education system that fa ils to emphasize character,

Robota on tha prowl/p. 11
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ADVERTISE
in the ISKCON WORLD REVIEW  

—read by more than 5,000 
devotees and friends of 

ISKCON worldwide.
Send check or money order (in U. S. funds) 
with ad-wording or camera-ready copy to:

The ISKCON WORLD REVIEW 
3764 Watseka Avenue 
Lot Angelea, CA 90034 USA

Full page $250 
</> $150 
V« $80 
V. $40

An invitation to outstanding 
investments

Red spinel $ 100 per carat $ 2.000 per carat
Ruby $ 3 000 per ca>at S 7 000 per carat
B lue Sapphire $ 500 per carat $ 2 fiOO per carat
D tl D iam ond $ 20 000 per carat $ 50 000 per carat

\  A V  A R  A I N A. IN C  in  O ra n g e  
C o u n ty ,  C a l ifo rn ia 's  d ire c t m in e  
re p re s e n ta tiv e , w ith  b u y e rs  t ra v e lin g  
y e a r- ro u n d  in A sia . I u ro p e , a n d  S o u th  
A fric a  to  in su re  o u r  c lie n ts  b o th  
w h o le sa le rs  a n d  p r iv a te  in v es to rs  
th e  b est p o ss ib le  p rices

Call or write (or our free 12 page 
b rochure C ertifica te  Diamonds 
& Colored Slones for Investment

NA V A ltA TN A . IN<
P O  B O X  20*
N A N  J l  A N  C A P I S 1 K A N O .  C A 
92*93 t S K
( 714 ) 494 4604> '491- * M *

( ie m s to n e s  have
p ro v e n  lo  be o n e  o l the
best a n d  m o st p ro f i ta b le  in v es tm e n ts
o v e r (he  last se v era l y e a rs  F x a m p lc :

20,000 rock ’n’ rollers savor 
Lennon’s Search for Liberation

John Lcnnon told the world, “ A ll you need is love.”  But 
who to love? Srila Prabhupada taught where to repose the 
loving propensity so that everyone becomes happy—that 
“ Krishna is the reservoir of all loving relationships."

Srila Prabhupada's 1969 conversation with Lennon in 
London is the basis of the new Bhaktivedanta Book Trust 
small book, Search fo r  Liberation. In only eight months, 
nearly 1.2 million copies—three printings—have been distrib
uted, with amazing reports of high-intensity distribution 
sessions coming in from far and wide.

During this summer's “ Rock Roundup”  in Philadelphia, 
nearly 20,000 of the 150,000 young rock and rollers received 
Search fo r  Liberation from 30 top distributors assembled 
from New York, New Jersey, and Philadelphia. The satu
ration was so incredible that, as he received his copy, a 
drummer in one of the bands exclaimed to Laksmi Nrsimha, 
“ I wondered where all those yellow books were coming 
from !”

Corrections

Issue No. 5 of ISKCON W ORLD REVIEW featured 
New Vrindaban artist Murlidhara prabhu and his Wheeling, 
W. Va. Civic Center murals. On page three, where his 
pa in ting  The B u tte r  T h ie f  
was mentioned, we inadver
te n t ly  p r in te d  P a r ik s it  
p rabhu ’s L o rd  K rsna  as a 
C h ild  E a ting  B utter. The 
M urlid ha ra  pain ting  is re
produced at right. Our apol
ogies to the artists.

Also, an article about Back 
to G odhead  magazine's new 
subscription program gave 
the wrong telephone number.
T he  c o r re c t  n u m b e r is 
(215)848-2350.

Festivalgoers were so anxious fo r copies that they 
swarmed around the distributors, begging for the mercy.

Numerous letters o f appreciation to the BBT show the 
potency this new book has to affect people’s lives.

One young man, a songwriter, was moved to write the 
following letter, addressed to Srila Prabhupada:

/  was disgusted and  in total confusion with life. I looked  
to  the sky  and cried fro m  m y heart, “God, please, /  have 
to know  how life is meant to be. I must know  how to praise 
You." The next day I  was driving down a road. I  stopped  
at an intersection. I  looked next to me and saw a book on 
the road. I  got out and picked  it up. It was Search for Lib
eration. /  haven't read a book in years, but being a lyricist 
and singer p rom pted  me to read it. AII you  said made sense. 
Things that I believed in and fe lt you said. Krishna. Lord  
God, had answered me. Thank you  fo r  giving me your 
knowledge. I in tend to read Bhagavad-gita. With total 
respect, William T. Cunningham.

UFO b u ffs  b last o ff 
w ith  m aha-m antra
HOUSTON, T E X —The interplanetary potency o f the 
Hare Krishna philosophy was dramatically demonstrated 
at a recent meeting of UFO buffs here.

Members of SAG (Solidarity Across the Galaxies) were 
astounded to hear from Sankarsana dasa Brahmacari about 
spiritual space travel as it is described in the Vedic litera
tures. Sankarsana described the methods outlined in the 
Vedas for transmission beyond this material world into 
the anti-material or spiritual dimension where life is eter
nal, fu ll of knowledge and bliss.

The devotees distributed hardbound Bhagavad-gitas 
to all conference participants, and cookie prasadam  was 
relished by all. The one-hour talk closed with group chant
ing o f the Hare Krishna maha-mantra. The UFO enthu
siasts had taken the first step in transcending the material 
world.

Seeing is believing
O f t /U i /h b

The Changing Body

Samsara diorama, above, complete w ith fo ld-up case, 
wheels, table-height legs, and shipping crate—$645. 
37” H » 46"W * 25"D; 85 lbs Karma diorama, below, 
mounts on top of its case; features printed explanation 
below  book rack. $275 inc lud ing  sh ipp ing  crate. 
19"H x 20"W x 16"D; 23 lbs.

Sri Mayapur Gurukula 
Scholarship Fund

For eight years, ISKCON’s Sri Mayapur 
Gurukula has given many poor and orphaned chil
dren the greatest gift: the chance to grow 
physically, mentally, and spiritually in the pure 
atmosphere o f a God-centered educational system. 
Thus Sri Mayapur is producing first-class young 
people for the revitalization of India. -

So concerned persons like yourself can help pro
vide rural India with quality education, we have 
established the Sri Mayapur Gurukula Scholarship 
Fund. Just $25 a month provides a fu ll scholarship 
for a needy child, including healthful diet and all 
neccesary clothing and supplies. They’ll have a 
better life—because of you!

Sri M ayapur G urukula, P . O. Sri M ayapur, 
D istr ict N adia, West B engal, India, 74-1313

This space donated by Balarama's Enterprises, Inc., purveyors 
of quality incense, P. O. Box 8, Rodeo, CA 94572 USA.

Full-Color Photo Booklets

—FATE (First American 
Transcendental Exhibition)

— The A. C Bhaktivedanta Trust 
Collection  (BBT Art)

-N e o -V e d ic  Architecture

Within U.S.: $3 postpaid per set. Send 
cash, check, or money order.
Outside U. S.: U.S. $5 postpaid per set. 
Send bank draft or international mon-
ISKCON Office of Public Affairs 3764

ey order for U. S. currency drawn on 
a bank with an L. A. branch or repre
sentative, or non-U. S. currency, in 
cluding $1 currency exchange fee

Watseka Avenue Los Angeles, CA 90034
3764 Watseka Ave., Los Angeles, CA 90034 USA 

Tel: (213) 559-6173 •  204-2834

Karma
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A REVOLUTIONARY
BREAKTHROUGH

IN UFE MEMRERSHIP
AND INDIAN 

COMMUNITY AFFAIRS
INDIA’S No. 1 HINDI BHAJAN SINGER OFFERS A 

MOVING TRIBUTE TO SRILA PRABHUPADA 
AND THE HARE KRISHNA MOVEMENT

Prabhupada Krlpa was recorded in Bombay and produced in Lot Angeles by Bhakti Kala Kshetra 
(a center for the performing arts), a division of ISKCON, Bombay. All rights are reserved.

J ’HlbllUIHUlU
H ripa

1. Nama Om Vishnu Padaya...
2. Srila Prabhupada Vandana 
(Bhajan praising Srila Prabhupada)
3. Sri Pancha Tattva Pranam
4. Hare Krishna Kirtan
5. Kirtan Karke Tihara (Bhajan g lo ri
fying the Holy Names and Srila 
Prabhupada, who benedicted the 
world by d istribu ting them to 
everyone)
6. G iridhari Re (Bhajan in praise of 
Krishna, the lifter of Govardhan 
Hill)

, STEREO -D O L B Y

SIDE TWO

1. Sri Sri Radha Rasabihari Arati 
(Expressing complete surrender 
unto the presiding Deities of the 
Bombay ISKCON temple, “ Whose 
lotus feet are accessible only by 
the mercy of Srila Prabhupada” )
2. Jaya Radha Madhava
3. Radhe Radhe Shyamal Pyari 
(Bhajan procla im ing the transcen
dental qualities of Radharani, the 
greatest devotee of Krishna)
4. Harer Nama Harer Nama Harer 
Nama Eva Kevalam...
5. Hare Krishna Kirtan

HARI OM SHARAN, WHOSE DEVOTIONAL SONGS 
ARE HEARD AND ADORED BY INDIAN PEOPLE EVERYWHERE, 

GLORIFIES SRILA PRABHUPADA AS “THE GREAT 
SPIRITUAL MASTER WHO HAS BENEDICTED THE ENTIRE 

.WORLD BY DISTRIBUTING FREELY PURE KRISHNA BHAKTI
P R IC ES 1 to  1 0 -5 5 .0 0  11 lo  10 0 .-S 2 .7 5  101 and u p . ..$ 2 .2 5
POSTAGE AND HANDLING: $.35 ea In U S $125 outside U S Bulk Orders Freight Collect 

SENO CHECK 0 «  MONEV ORDER IN U S FUNOS T0  'SKCCN WORLO REVIEW 3784 WATSEKA AVE LOS ANGELES CA 90034 USA
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.that the Hare Krishna 
Movement is

GREAT!
Keep the medio, friends, 

the public-af-large, and 
yourself up-to-date with The 

Krishna Consaousness Movement (KCM-1)
—The Public Affairs book that 
never grows old!—

An ALL NEW 140-page looseleaf book 
with o supplement subscription option. 
The most comprehensive documentary 
book ever produced by ISKCON— 
photographs, news articles, statements, 
documents, and essays from more than 
28 countries!
Sections on:
★ Sri to Prabhupoda
★ Book publication
★ Sankirtana
★ Festivals

I  *  Historical roots 
I  *  Humanitarian work;

About the KCM-1 supplement option: they ore sent 
every four months—the latest ecstatic statements, 

articles, etc., easily and nearly inserted in the KCM-1 
looseleaf binder in seconds! A revised rable of 

contents comes with each issue. (Back numbers will 
be available at U. S $4 eoch/$6  outside U. S.)

Order form  be low
Note KCM-1 replaces Documenting the Issue

★ Endorsements by important international figures

Rush me____ KCM-1's at U. 5. $18 each. Three sup
plements a year are U. S. $12 ($15 outside U. S.)
I want_____such subscriptions. Enclosed is my
check/money order/bank draft for U. S. $_____

J

Name

Address

City

State Postal
codeor country

ISKCON international onice of Public Miairs 
3704 watseKa Avenue. Los Anortes. CA 00034 USA

ITV videocassettes bring the teachings ef the 
ancient Vedas into your home While you’re being 
entertained, you’ll also be gaming real spiritual under 
standing Order your free color catalog today 

More than 75 shows to choose from, such as: The 
Ram ayana— Vrindavan, Land o f Krishna—  
The A carya— and many more dramas, documen 
lanes, and lectures Top quality, low priced video- 
cassettes available in Vi", V<", NTSC (America«), and 
PAL (overseas).

DTO
Stati 
« ciMtry

Qovindas

'Mg&aurant'

more' than 
2o;o o o  plates 
ofprasadam
served

2-1245 B Eaéí Cttff Dr. 
Santa Cruz, CA  
( 4 ° $ )  4 7 5 -9 8 3 3  

9 5 0 6 2

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING
Video career—join ISKCON's most exciting 
project: ITV  the ISKCON Television 
Network. Technicians, writers, producers, 
editors, and production assistants needed. 
ITV, 3764 Watseka Ave., Los Angeles, CA 
90034 USA.
We have facility and desire to maintain 
and worship already-installed Gaura-Nitai 
Deities. Contact ISKCON San Francisco 
(415)664-7783.
Positions available: cooks, waiter, wait
resses, dishwashers, etc., prasadam restau
rant in sunny San Diego. Hours, wages 
negotiable. Contact Badrinarayana dasa 
(714) 272-4021; Gunagrahi dasa (714) 
483-2500. Hare Krishna!
Original oil painting of Prabhupada by 
Puskara, aprx. 2’ * 2‘A'. Contact Tamohara 
at Temple Services, 3744 Watseka Ave. #9, 
Los Angeles, CA 90034 (213) 559-4455. 
We’ll send vou 37 different Srimad-Bhaga-

vatams and Caitanva-cariiamrtas for S i l l .  
In c lu d e  $15 s h ip p in g  ($36 o u ts id e  
U. S.). Bhaktivedanta Fellowship, 1403 
W illa rd  St., San Francisco, CA 94117. 
Inquire for partial sets.
Wanted: B ack To G od h ea d s— need to 
No. 34, and Nos. 41,54,55.60,61, Vol. 10-1. 
Send list to Uddhava dasa, IWR, 3764 
Watseka Ave., Los Angeles, CA 90034 
For a wonderful moneymaking opportun
ity, see the display ad on page 11. 
P ra b h u p a d a -U la m r ta  needs volunteer 
transcribers. Future volumes delayed 
by backlog of interview tapes. Can you 
offer a few hours daily? Equipment pro
vided. Other devotional service available. 
Contact Baladeva Vidyabhusana dasa, 
Gaura Purnima dasa at Gita-nagari, RD# I, 
Port Royal, PA 17082,(717) 527-4105. 
Java Srila Prabhupada!
Classified ad rates: $.50/word

When the media asks for the 
facts about the Hare Krishna 
movement, what do you do? 
UMK-1, of course!

U M K -1 : The Universal Media Kit
HERE'S WHAT YOU GET—
•S ix  fir s t-c la ss , b la ck-and -w h ite  g lo ssy  p h o to g ra p h s  sh o w in g  IS K C O N  
a ctiv itie s  a r o u n d  the  w orld, inc lud ing  cap tions. A l l  p h o to s  are su itab le  f o r  
new spapers, m agazines, a n d  television.
•  E leven  pages o f  perfec t, m ed ia -ready copy . Use as is f o r  a ll E nglish-lan
guage  m ed ia ; easily adap tab le  to  an y  o th e r  language.
•  H ea d in g s include: ■  M  ■ ■  ■ ■  ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■

ISKCON Office of Public Affairs 
3764 Watseka Avenue 
Los Angeles, CA 90034
USA

•  P h ilo so p h y  a n d  Practices
•  L ife s ty le  a n d  D ress
•  H is to ry  I S ta tis tic s

(includes w orldw ide fig u res)
•  F arm  C o m m u n itie s
•  F estiva ls
•  F o o d  a n d  R estauran ts  
•C h u r c h  G o vern m en t
•  P u b lica tio n s

•  Three p a g es  o f  co m p reh en sive  
in s tru c tio n s  a n d  ideas f o r  using  
U M K -1 .

Price: U. S. $5.00 
postpaid per kit 

(photos only—$3.00)
WUhiH V. S.: tend m h .  check, or none; order. 
Oulsldf U. S.: tend bank draft or international 
money order for U. S. currency drawn on a bank 
with an L. A. branch or representative, or 
non-U. S. currency, including $1 currency ex- I  
change fee per kit.

Please send_______UMK-I(s) at U. S. $5
postpaid per kit.

.photo set(s) at U. S.Please send__
$3 postpaid per set.

Total amount of order. U. S. $________
Foreign currency add U. S. $1 exchange 
fee.

Name.

Address

C ity.

Country
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...Robots on the prowl
ethics, and morals rather than intellectual 
development is a farce and a devastating 
farce at that. W ithout such emphasis, edu
cation degenerates...into merely training 
us how to become more technically skillful, 
shrewder and shrewder, in cheating the 
eyeteeth out o f  each other. I have been 
driven to the conclusion that the educated  
are running the uneducated a close race in 
the perpetration o f  crimes o f  the most brutal 
and bestial types." (Congressional Record, 
July 20. 1981)

On the other hand. Dr. J. Stiilson Judah, 
professor emeritus o f Berkeley’s Pacific 
School of Religion and Graduate Theo
logical Union, has summarized the edu
cation given to Hare Krishna children: “ The 
student is taught to be kind to ^ m  
everyone, not to be quarrel
some, to be charitable, clean, 
benevolent, self-contro lled, 
completely devoted to God, 
and free from material desires.”

Unlike most American class
rooms where for all practical 
purposes “ God is dead,”  the 
Supreme Lord has not been 
kicked ou t o f ours. Hare 
Krishna children are taught 
that the universe and all living 
things have been created by Krishna. They 
are not indoctrinated by a narrow sectarian
ism. They learn that Krishna is simply 
another name for the same God that people 
of other faiths know as Allah, Jehovah, 
Yahweh, etc.

Millions of other American children are 
forced by threat of law to spend years in 
concentration-camplike schools surrounded 
by chainlink fences topped with barbed 
wire, which in many areas are patrolled 
by armed guards. In these “ schools”  they 
are forbidden by government to hear any
thing about God or pray to Him, and are

forced to learn that life comes from chemi
cals, that the universe happened by chance, 
and that man evolved from monkeys.

In sex education classes they learn that 
practically any type of sexual behavior is 
allowable and even encouraged, including 
hom osexuality, masturbation, and pre
marital sex. Counselors offer them contra
ceptives and abortion referrals w ithout 
the knowledge or consent of their parents. 
Drugs are bought and sold in the hallways. 
Violence and vandalism are a way of life. 
These schools have become the “ animal 
farms" that George Orwell wrote about. 
It shouldn't come as any great surprise 
when the products of such an education 
fill today’s headlines with brutal accounts

‘The student is taught to be kind, 
charitable, clean, benevolent, self
controlled, completely devoted to 

God, and free from material desires. ’
—D r. J. Stiilson Judah 

Professor emeritus
Graduate Theological Union, Berkeley

of crime and violence.
I f  children are taught that there is no 

God, and that they are nothing more than 
animals, they certainly w ill act like Godless 
animals.

But by giving them a God-conscious 
education based on Lord Krishna's instruc
tions in Bhagavad-gita, these children can 
resist social pressures to compete for selfish 
material goals, and instead grow up as 
humane, compassionate individuals who 
are sure of their own identities and com
petent to help others advance along the 
path of transcendental knowledge.

Original Oil Paintings

#736—partial detail

—Best price 
and quality—

Free catalog— write today:

Ramasarana dasa 
Si-Am Trading Co.
1101 Po Sang Bank Building 
33 Argyle Street 
Kowloon, Hong Kong 

Tel: 3-940111 
Cable: SIAMTRC 
Telex: 64527 Jagan HX

This business supports 
Chinese-language 
book d is tribu tion »724—partial detail

TTn • "UrVl f ISKCON WORLD REVIEW X ld l 1 U lJ l • and the International Office 
of Public Affairs is rapidly increasing its worldwide preaching—and you can help! Applications are now being accepted for the following services: advertising management, artwork, bookkeeping, business management, circulation management, editing, fundraising, graphic arts, photography, proofreading, radio and TV preaching, secretarial work, translation, typesetting, VIP cultivation, and writing. Reply to Mukunda dasa, ISKCON International Office of Public Affairs, 3764 Watseka Ave., Los Angeles, CA 90034 USA, including background and personal information.

R ubbish c re w  
s a v e s  Jack ie 's  
Krishna a rt
NEW YORK —Jackie Kennedy Onassis is a 
fan of Lord Krishna’s. But her seventeen 
rare North Indian paintings of His transcen
dental pastimes recently ended up in the 
New York Sanitation Department’s rubbish 
collection.

By Krishna’s grace, however, the paint
ings now hang safely in Mrs. Onassis’ Fifth 
Avenue, New York home.

After being framed professionally, the 
cardboard-wrapped paintings were left 
at Mrs. Onassis’ back door by a delivery
man when no one answered. An apartment 
house porter then mistook them for trash 
and threw them out.

The delicate Rajput art, originally created 
as book illustrations, was a gift from Har
vard University economist and former 
Indian Ambassador John Kenneth Gal
braith. The Onassis collection had been 
exhibited by Harvard’s Fogg Art Museum 
and New York’s Asia Society.

A frantic search for the missing paintings 
led to the New York Sanitation Department, 
who traced the collection crew and instruc
ted them to sort through their tru ck ’s 
contents.

“ Luckily, the paintings were one of the 
last things picked up and hadn’ t been 
squashed by the truck's compactor.”  ex
plained the driver. The paintings were 
returned undamaged.

The W A S H IN G T O N  POST, which 
carried a report of the incident, described 
the art as depicting “ mystical figures in the 
Hindu religion, especially Hare Krishna.”

M oneym aking Opportunity
In the most fantastic multilevel marketing program ever 

conceived, students and housewives are making $20,000 
to $30,000 a month after only four months. You, too, can 
earn fu ll-tim e incom e from part-time work.

The product is an easy-mix powdered dairy food with 
a storage life of more than four years. The company is only 
six months old. Right now their weekly sales are $2 million.

Distributorships are available in every state. Your 
involvement will help complete the Bhaktivedanta Archives. 
For free d e ta ils , write or call: Vidyananda dasa (Bill 
Halvorson), c /o  Bhaktivedanta Archives, 9711 Venice Blvd., 
Los A ngeles, CA 90034, (213)559-8540 or 837-9672.

: -

G o o d  M a g  v s .  A d  R a g
Some people th ink that Ihc most fascinating pari o f 

com m ercia l magazines is the advertising. I agree— il is 
the most fascinating part H ere ’s why

When .i person buys a news magazine, fo r example, 
he’s th ink ing  what a nice item he's bought, how valuable 
i t ' l l  be to  h im . etc. L ittle  does he know that actually he's 
the valuable item , he  v the com m odity being bought anti 
sold! l ie  s a llured by the section on internationa l events 
o r on theater o r by this o r that colum nist, but the fact is 
that tha t’s noth ing but f ille r. Chat's right - f i l le r .  Ih c  
real reason tor that magazine's existence is not to  inform  
you o r enlighten you or persuade you or hum or you. Che 
actual raison d ' être ol lhat magazine is. in publisher’s 
language, " to  deliver warm bodies lo  the advertisers." 
Because tha t’s where the money is. o l course

A nd what money! D id you know that a single page in .i 
popular news magazine in the U nited  States may cost the 
advertisers as much as $67. IN nr’ A nd tha t’s |ust what 
they pay the maga/inc lo r ;ul space! Planning and de
signing and executing an advertisement is .mother story 
A dvertisers are very scientific. I hey know exact Is who 
the ir readers .ire. how old they are. how much l hey earn, 
whal the ir interests are. how much education they had. 
how large the ir family is. whether they own or rent the ir 
house or apartm ent, what k ind o l job thev have, anti 
W H A I  PROI>U< IS IN I  Y  < O N S L M I A N D  H O W  
M U C H  T i l l  Y SIM N O O N  CHI M Furtherm ore, they 
know how many seconds they 'll spend on any one page 
be It »re going on to  the next So they plan the ir ads very, 
very carefu lly : no detail is overlooked.

The "grabber." in most ads. is sex. N o l always, but 
generally. Hut it I'm  reading a respectable news 
magazine. I don 't want thal respectability shattered by a 
naked woman in the whiskey ad. I hc advertisers know 
this, so instead o f shocking you outrigh t they H IN T  at 
sexuality (but in no uncertain terms) in ways that are vis
ible only to  the subconscious m ind. A n experienced eye 
can spot a dozen or more such sublim inal images in a 
lu ll-pagc ad: the jewels on the woman's necklace actual
ly form  an evil-looking  dog's lace: that indistinguishable 
th ing in the background is actually a hand m aking an 
obscene gesture, that man holding a set o f  architectura l 
drawings hints at an entire ly d ifferent th ing, that animal 
is placed next to  that woman so as to  SI JC »( i I-S I some
thing unmentionable anti it all appears so sweet and 
innocent, as it nothing were happening Hut I guarantee 
that it you study some o f the "heavier " ads lo r  too  long, 
your consciousness w ill become abysmal and you may 
have funny dreams at night A nd as regards the ed ito ria l 
content, the t i l le r .”  it's  ta ilored just to  attract a certain 
type o f reader and "connect'* him w ith  a certa in type of 
ad. I t ’s that simple.

O f coursc. B ack  io  G o d iii  a d  carries no advertising: 
in fact. B a c k  to  G o d iii a i» wasn't started as a com m er
cial venture at a ll! Whereas commercial magazines de
live r warm bodies to  advertisers. B a c k  io  G o d iii  a d  
delivers lost souls to  Krsna. Whereas commercial

magazines use advertising lo  present in iiv i i in her most 
attractive form , IL \t k io  ( io i ) in  \i> uses philosophy 
and pictures to present Krsna in llis  most attractive 
fo rm ! Whereas commercial magazines measure the ir 
success by the number ol ad pages. H \< k i < > ( ic >i>i n \i> 
measures its  success by the enthusiasm ol ihc devotees It» 
d istribute it In fact. B a i k lo  G o d ii i  a d  is such a re lie f 
from  your everyday commercial magazine that it in 
spires comments such as these: “ Your magazine is 
among the tew things m my lim ited  w orld  which 
brightens my existence’* (from  a lemale student in Lon 
don): "You are doing a really first-class {o b o l spreading 
T ru th ”  (from  a w i im i  leader ol the Vedanta Society); 
and I read through your latest edition w ith  ica r-fillcd  
eyes' (from  a young Indian).

A nother feature ol H \< k i o (  ioi>ni \i> is that it is a 
periodical, which means it's  published re ^ iilt ir ls  and is 
meant to be received le ^ u l i i r lv  (as hi a subscription, lo r 
instance). Co that end (to  make it casici lor vo iH o  sub 
scribe) we’ve placed I he appropriate coupon below lot 
you to  till out ai your earliest convenience and send back 
lo  us. We can b ill you. il you like , but it w ill expedite 
things il you enclose a cheek and we actually preler il 
that way. because it saves us the expense o l b illing .

We hope you enjoyed this b rie l commentary on the 
publishing industry W e'll be running these messages 
from  lim e lo  tim e, hoping to  in fo rm  you a lit tle  and also 
it» encourage you lo  subscribe It» B \< k io  G o d iii a d . 
B \t k It» ( i t >d i il AD is the perfect complement lo  
IS K C O N  Win Id Review philosophy, and news. We at 
B \t k i f )  G o d iii  a d  subscribe it» IW K . and I know 
Mukunda Prabhu and the IW K  sta ll look fo rw ard  to  re
ceiving the ir IVI ( is every m onth And speaking o l sub
scribing. here's the coupon I m entioned a few lines back 
to r you to  f i l l  out

B a c k  t o  G o d h e a d
| P O  Box IW2X. Philadelphia. PA 1911« USA

I YES. please send me a fu ll subscription ( 11 issues a 
year) to  B \t k 10 G o d ii i  \i> I enclose a check or 

| money order lo r

j d o n e  year ($<X.IH))0 I yr.outside USA ($13.00) 
j D tw o  years ($15.INI) CD 2yrs. outside USA ($26.(X)) 
j CD Please b ill me later.
I l~~IPlease send me in form ation  on d is tribu tion  o f 

Bac k  to  G o d iii a d  subscriptions.

S l n u t

C ilv Postili l'iule
. ( ’o u n try .j State7 Province_________

These prices good until Dec. 31. I9KI
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Newsletter brings parents inside ISKCON
By Koumadakl-clevl da*l

"  You can imagine m y shock when m y only daughter 
announced one day lhat she was moving into a Hare 
Krishna temple! /  had visions o f  her chanting on street 
corners fo r  the rest o f  her life, with the world passing her
by."

Rose Forkash first encountered the hare Krishna Move
ment eleven years ago on the corner of Hollywood and 
Vine in Los Angeles.

“ I was very attracted and wanted to ask the devotees 
some questions, but I couldn't get anyone to stop singing 
and talk to me,”  she recalls.

Rose’s daughter Linda became impatient with her 
mother’s attempt to find out about the novel group of 
young people and pulled her away.

Soon, however, Linda received a copy of Back To 
Godhead magazine and began reading Bhagavad-gita As 
It Is.

Shortly after Linda joined the temple. Rose and her hus
band Sam made their first visit. They spent many hours 
that first year discussing Krishna Consciousness with de
votees and reading Srila Prabhupada's books.

“ The more we learned about Linda's [Lila Shakti's] 
religion, the less we worried about her,” Rose explains.

Five years later, by the end of 1975, Rose had become a 
well-known and well-informed temple visitor. Once she 
proposed that the temple management sponsor an infor
mal brunch for the parents of devotees.

Afterwards, many parents who attended began com
municating with Rose, and many devotees asked her to 
write their parents to allay doubts and answer questions 
about the movement.

Sam soon sold his antique store and retired. He and 
Rose made a tour of America in a Dodge camper to visit 
friends and relatives and a dozen Hare Krishna centers.

“ It was the most beautiful trip I ever had in my life,”  
Rose said. “ Everywhere we went, the devotees were so 
hospitable that we felt the same as when we were visiting 
our family members.”

After this trip, with her correspondence increasing as 
fast as her reputation among parents and devotees, Rose 
first considered starting a small newsletter to discuss the 
questions and air the problems that most frequently arose 
between parents and their devotee children. She wrote a 
prototype entitled Friends o f  Krishna and sent it to 
ISKCON’s founder. His Divine Grace A.C. Bhaktivedanta 
Swami Prabhupada.

With Srila Prabhupada’s praise and encouragement, 
Rose began sending out several newsletters each year. She 
now publishes every couple of months, mailing to more 
than 2,500 parents.

Every letter Rose receives gets a personal reply. She 
studies recent letters from parents to decide the subjects 
of her newsletters. Then she researches the topics by ques
tioning devotees and studying Srila Prabhupada's books. 
Some of the topics she has dealt with are: the process and 
meaning of accepting a spiritual master; the education of 
Hare Krishna children; the position of women in Krishna 
Consciousness; and having vegetarian meals when a de
votee visits home.

When asked recently how a parent can best react to his 
or her child’s joining ISKCON, Rose said, “ I can only 
repeat what my daughter told me: ‘Mom, just keep an 
open mind and have faith in me.’

“ As for devotees, they should keep in touch with their 
families. No one is so busy that they can’t write a letter 
once a month or call home. And when possible, devotees 
should visit their parents. Krishna Consciousness is a per
sonal religion.”

The demands of the Friends o f  Krishna newsletter and 
correspondence with parents all over the world notwith
standing, Rose still finds time for her favorite project in 
ISKCON, her grandson Manasa-candra dasa, aged seven, 
who attends the Los Angeles gurukula (primary school).

Rose has been an art teacher in various media for more 
than 25 years and she plans to give classes to devotee chil
dren someday.

1 How does she keep up with her correspondence, the 
newsletter, and her many other interests and activities? 
Rose credits her husband. “ Sam works together with me 
on some of my projects and I help him with some of his. 
He gives me advice, assistance, and encouragement.”

Editor’s Note: Anyone wishing to write Rose or receive 
the Friends of Krishna newsletter should write her care 
o f  Friends o f  K rishna , 3764 W atseka  A ven u e , Los 
Angeles. CA 90034 USA.

POONA, IN D IA  Towering 50 feet into 
the sky, covered with fresh flowers and 
flying the all-auspicious flag of Hanuman, 
l ord Jagannatha’s Ratha-yatra chariot 
rumbled grandly through the city’s streets— 
the first Ratha-yatra celebrated here in 
thousands of years.

Over 500,000 jubilant residents witnessed 
the parade, seeing the Lord’s transcendental 
form and hearing and chanting His all- 
attractive Holy Names.

At one point, the Lord’s cart was obstruc
ted by a large tree limb protruding into the 
road. The devotees tried repeatedly to lift 
the branch to allow the chariot to pass 
underneath, but were unable to raise it 
high enough to clear the cart's dome. Ten
sion mounted as thousands waited anx
iously along the parade route to see the 
Lord. Then suddenly, Krishna M urari 
prabhu appeared, saw in hand, and furiously 
began to sever the limb, finally freeing 
the chariot.

As the colorful chariot rolled onto the 
fes tiva l grounds, devotees d is tribu ted  
prasadam  to the crowds from a decorated 
bullock cart.

An eight-day Hare Krishna festival fol
lowed the ecstatic parade, so spiritualizing 
the city of Poona that eight young native
Indians returned to live in Bombay ISKCON’s Rasa-Bihari Mandira, and l l  local 
citizens offered land for starting an ISKCON center in Poona. Jagannatha Swami ki 
ja y  a!— Giriraja Swami
Editor's Note: Rathayatra— the eternal festival w ill be a regular ISKCON WORLD 
REVIEW feature.

Above; A reporter covering the Rathayatra In Vlaregglo, Italy told reader« of the national 
magazine Qente, “ If someone Is fortunate enough to pull the cart of Lord Jagannatha, he 
doesn't have to take birth In this low world anymore.” Srila Pr ada's worshipful 
form, seated at left, officiated along with Srila Bhagavan Go»* at r l.h t)  before a 
crowd o* m o n 60,000. L»ft The people of Madras, India, w ,t .¿miliar with Lord 
Jagannatha o. n ls  Rathayatra until the devote«« there brough. H im  out. His Holiness 
Bhaktlswarup Swami (playing mrdnga at right) led the process..n and then lectured to 
more than 400 guests. The INDIAN EXPRESS carried the story and photo.
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‘Saviors of Hinduism’: Have 
Western devotees come 
to save a 'dying religion?’
By Bhutatma data

/ I was a sight fo r  the gods. Their bodies dancing in 
abandon to the beat o f  the dholak [mridunga], their 
voices singing the names o f  the Lord.

“Hare Krishna. Hare Rama"— in mesmeric incanta
tion. the dhoti-clad devotees with shaven heads were 
celebrating Janmashtami at the temple o f  the Interna
tional Society fo r  Krishna Consciousness (ISK C O N )at 
Vrindaban.

People came fro m  different cities to the birthplace o f  
L ord Krishna at the angrezi m andir—the English 
temple, as the locals call it. Their curiosity mingled 
with religious awe as they watched the temple devo
tees—mostly Westerners—and the beautifully adorned 
Deities o f  Radha and Krishna.

—Probe, a magazine of 
investigative reporting 

Probe magazine, one of India's leading news jour
nals. in a recent report on the decline of Hinduism in 
that country, asked this pointed question:

Has ISKCO N. after converting people in the 
West, come to India to save Hinduism?

The article noted that it is “ an intriguing twist that the 
West must reach out to save Hinduism for the Hindus.... 
Not only are Westerr devotees denouncing material

ism for the spiritual life of the Hare Krishna Movement, 
but Indian devotees experiencing the degeneration of 
the H indu re lig ion are also seeking the T ru th  at 
ISKCON.”

A strategic part of Srila Prabhupada's plan for a 
Krishna conscious society worldwide was to bring his 
Western disciples to India, the original land of dharma, 
to inspire the Indian people. He foretold that the pious 
men and women of India, reminded of their heritage 
and duty by the devotion and purity of the Western 
Hare Krishna devotees, would then also join in the tran
scendental mission o f Lord Chaitanya to spread 
the chanting of Krishna's names and the vamashram 
culture He ordained to every town and village.

The Probe article was triggered by the recent conver
sion of nearly 2,000 Harijans to the Muslim faith, an 
occurrence disturbing to both government officials and 
the general populace because of centuries-old tension 
between Muslims and Hindus. This tension is presently 
reflected in national rivalry between Pakistan (allied 
with the U. S.) and India (supported militarily by the 
Soviet Union).

The Indian nationalist Mohandas K. Gandhi named 
his country’s “ Untouchables”  (outcastes) “ Harijans"

K Prob«'p. 3

The headline over Probe'* article on ISKCON read “ Savior* of 
Hinduism.”  In this sidebar to the main article “Who Will Save 
Hinduism?” , Probe noted, “ It Is the aim of these devotees to re
generate.. .'nterer,! In Hlnduls>n and the o l*  Vedic prlr-cipl*s.”

Bala Books: New views for kids
Terrible Agha demon wows English teachers
By Caturatma data

L YNBROOK, N. Y —Once upon a time there were 
some devotees of Lord Krishna who had a small sav
ings and a big plan.

They wanted to fu lfill their spiritual master’s desire for a 
library of spiritual books for children. They would be richly 
illustrated adaptations of the Vedic scriptures. They would 
be distributed and sold all over the world, inspiring young 
people to love the Lord and lead holy lives.

The devotees worked very 
hard, painting beautiful pic
tures from the texts, editing 
the language so that children 
could read it, and constantly 
qu ibb ling  w ith printers to 
lower their prices.

Four years later, the story 
still hasn’t come to an end. but 
there is every reason to believe 
there will be a happy ending.
Twelve books have been pub
lished to date. One, Readings 
in Vedic Literature fo r  Chil
dren. received a special merit 
award at the Munich Interna
tional Youth Library Expo
sition; another, Agha the Ter
rible Demon, was selected by 
the N a tio n a l C o u n c il o f 
Teachers of English for re
commendation to American 
teachers and librarians from 
am ong 10,000 ch ild re n 's  
books published since 1977.

More than 130,000 Bala 
publications have been sold so 
far. Seven new books are now
in production. French and Italian editions are underway.
And the chief editor of the children’s books division at a 
top publishing company said recently that with work of Bala 
Books’ quality, he saw no reason why by the turn of the cen
tury, Bala shouldn’t be “ one of the major book publishers for 
children in the world.”

| \i«iillii..i{.riiillm:!>»*ol'Hn!’«ur n«:cm pu<:! ji;

The Supreme Person chastises the Kaliya demon

Bala’s books fit in the book industry’s “ traditional litera
ture" category, and while a small number of the stories may 
be available from other publishers, only in Bala editions are 
they treated as fact, not fiction.

Publishers say that it’s not profitable to print books with a 
“ heavy religious message." At least not while there’s money 
to be made printing 100,000 copies of Dr. Seuss, or 250,000 
copies of a new Peanuts comics collection. Krishna, publish
ers say, would do well as a hero of Indian mythology —as the 
popular Amar Chitra Katha comics of India always describe 

_____ -_____________ Him but the Supreme Per
sonality of Godhead? “ Too 
didactic,”  they say.

Bala publications expose 
children to new ways of seeing 
the w o r ld —ways they w ill 
never encounter in school or 
in any other children's books. 
Apart from the issues of rein
carnation, vegetarianism, de
votional yoga practices, and 
karma, Bala children's books 
also expound on purity (A 
Gift o f  Love), the resource of 
faith (Sakshi Gopal), and the 
greatness of humility (The 
King Who Swept the Road) . .

The national paranoia over 
exposing children to spiritual 
subjects carries the separation 
of church and state to a self- 
defeating conclusion: lack of 
preparation in early years 
leaves young people vulner
able to the very charlatanism 
in religions that parents so 
much fear. The Bala staff be
lieves that by reading books 

from an authentic spiritual tradition, young people will de
velop the ability to discriminate intelligently in their choice 
of spiritual practices.

O f course there are positive values in other children’s

Nicaragua finds 
hope in Gita
By Alanath Swam l

I n Nicaragua a 1972 earthquake rocked the capitaj. Man
agua, killing 6.000 people and leveling much of the city. 
Bullet-riddled buildings and destroyed war tanks are 

stark reminders of the latest civil strife that has tormented 
the country since the 1920s. The most recent power struggle 
was won by the Cuban backed Sandinista Front. A few 
miles outside the city, a volcano belches clouds of ash and 
smoke, menacing the regions below.

By mundane standards it is a bleak scene, but the Nica
raguans have been moved to the auspicious position of ma
terial exhaustion.

On a recent tour we could understand that nearly every
one we met was a potential devotee of Krishna. Our chant
ing parties in the parks attracted hundreds of participants, 
and people were begging us to stay and open a temple.

One elderly lady invited us to stay in her home. When we ar
rived we couldn't believe our eyes! She had all of Srila 
Prabhupada’s books in Spanish and a Pancha-tattva altar 
with pictures of Srila Prabhupada and the initiating spiritual 
masters. Since first meeting the devotees several years ago, 
she has been chanting 16 rounds of japa daily and offer
ing all her food to Krishna.

At evening programs held in various homes we had turn
outs of up to 100 people.

Nicaragua/p 3
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African mag 
features 
U. S. Swami
LAG O S . N IG E R IA  —His Holiness 
Bhaktitirtha Swami, ISKCON’s regional 
secretary for West Africa and the world’s 
only Afro-American Vaishnava sannyasi, 
was recently featured in Kenya's best 
selling magazine. Viva

“ Bhaktitirtha Swami believes that now 
is the right time for developing countries 
like Kenya to apply the knowledge gained 
by the Western world and yet avoid the 
pitfalls experienced by them," the article 
stated.

“ The swarm's aim is to raise spiritual 
consciousness among people so that soci
ety retains its balance and thus two-fold 
progress [m ateria l and sp iritua l] is 
achieved.”

Bhaktitirtha Swami's recent programs 
in West Africa 
included an ad
dress at the Na
tional Arts Coun- 
c i 1 in  A c c ra  
Ghana, and a TV 
appearance in 
Lagos, Nigeria. 
In  the c e n tra l 
marketplace of 
Mombasa, Ken 
ya. he demon
strated the non- 

w. sectarian appeal
of Krishna Consciousness by leading 
massive congregational chanting of the 

. H.ire Krishna mantra, inspiring Mus
lims, Hindus, and Africans to join in the 
glorification o f the Supreme Lord.

Having lectured to university audienc
es in (ihana and Niger:"« on the philoso
phy o f Bhagavad-gita . B haktitirtha  

Swami reports that the African people 
are very receptive to Krishna Conscious
ness.

“ Much of Africa’s population accepts 
the principle of reincarnation,”  he ex
plained. “ People there hear the message 
oi the Hhagavad-gita and feel that it clari
fies beliefs they have long held."

Bhaktitirtha Swami received a degree 
in  psychology from Princeton Univers- 
ity. where he was president of the student 
body and the Third World Coalition. He 
is a former president of the Rev. Dr. 
Martin Luther King's Southern Christian 
Leadership Conference’s student division.

Srila Gurupada bathes Slta-Rama Deities at Potomac Installation

Ramachandra, Sita bathed 
as evil King Ravana slain

■— c : » -  KJc K rn th < * r

bathing ceremony is about to begin.
Lord Rama and His court are carried into 

the room by the brahmanas (priests) and 
placed in front of the present spiritual mas
ter, Srila Gurupada, who directs the elab
orate ceremony.

After the libations are poured over the 
three-foot high Deities, TTiey are washed 
off, dressed, and placed on the altar.

After the ceremony, people streamed out 
o f the temple into the cool autumn after
noon. The crowd had grown to nearly 
1,000. Television cameramen, university 
students, Potomac residents, and Indians 
mingled with Krishna devotees.

Everyone assembled on top of a h ill over
looking the temple and sat on logs resting 
on a carpet of gold, yellow, orange, and
brown leaves.

To the alternately delighted cheers and 
awed silence of the audience, Lord Rama
chandra, painted an effervescent green, 
conquered the plotting king Ravana.

A 30-foot high effigy of Ravana had been 
prepared by the devotees. The figure of 
Rama took a bow and flaming arrow and 
struck the evil effigy. Suddenly Ravana 
burst into flame and the audience rushed 
over with sticks to strike his brilliant figure.

Shouts of “ Ravana is dead”  filled the air 
and dancing and singing resumed as people 
clasped hands and moved back to the 
temple. The ecstatic chanting o f the devo
tees was unceasing.

The festival culminated in a traditional 
Indian vegetarian feast that included a 
birthday cake for Lord Rama.

When devotees in Potomac, 
Maryland recently installed 
Sita-Rama Deities, Montgom
ery County’s SENTINEL was 
there and later published 
photos and a favorable story.^

“ Hare Krishna, Hare Krishna, Krishna 
Krishna, Hare Hare, Hare Rama, Hare 
Rama, Rama Rama, Hare Hare.”  Accom
panied by rhythmic drums and ringing cym
bals, this timeless mantra o f India’s ancient 
Vedic culture resounds throughout the 
Potomac temple of the International Soci
ety for Krishna Consciousness.

Nearly 300 devotees and observers some
how squeezed themselves in to watch the 
bathing of the Deities.

The smoke of sandalwood incense floated 
upward under the pandala, a multicolored 
cloth hanging high over the bowls of honey, 
yogurt, and clarified butter that would soon 
bathe the marble incarnations of Lord

Ramachandra, his consort Sita, his brother 
Lakshmana, and Lord Rama’s monkey ser
vant, Hanuman.

This is the first installation of the Deity 
form of Lord Ramachandra in the U. S., 
according to Krishna Gopal dasa, spokes
man for the temple.

L o rd  Rama was an incarna tion  o f 
Krishna who appeared on earth more than 
one million years ago to set an example of 
an ideal ruler. Sesa dasa, temple president, 
said Rama’s installation is a step in the 
spiritual development of the Krishna center
and the nation.

In the epic Ramayana, Ravana, a demon
iac king, kidnapped Sita, and Rama eventu
ally attacked Ravana at Lanka (now Sri 
Lanka, once known as Ceylon) and killed 
him after a fierce battle.

Within the temple, devotees from as far 
away as Brazil and Nepal sit waiting. Sud
denly everyone stands up and begins danc
ing joyously to the increasing tempo of 
drums, tambourines, and cymbals. The

'naming arrows finish Rawana

Senator praises ‘tremendously beautiful palace’
BENWOOD. W VA —Itwasa 
big political event; Governor 
Rockefeller and a number of 
West V irg in ia  senators and 
congressmen were all here for 
the opening of a flood wall on 
the Ohio River.

As Sen. Robert Byrd, the 
Democratic minority leader, 
drove away in a limousine, he 
studied a Prabhupada’s Palace 
brochure given to him by Maha- 
buddhi prabhu. New Vrinda- 
ban’s press representative.

The senator would soon see 
for himself America's newest 
architectural wonder, the West 
V irg in ia  to u ris t a ttra c tio n  
d raw ing  the most nationa l 
media coverage.

Here’s how the MOUNDS- 
V IL L E  D A IL Y  ECHO re
ported the senator's visit: Senator Byrd: “ It sure beats the White House.”

U. S. Sen. Robert Byrd o f  ¡Vest Virginia 
visited Prabhupada's Palace o f  Gold Sat
urday. "It's too bad that I  have just heard 
about this [Palace of Gold]yu.M recently. I 
could have brought the other Democratic 
senators here who visited West Virginia 
last month. A n d  I  may do so in the fu tu re ," 
said Sen. Byrd.

/45 he w as m e e t in g  a n d  
shaking hands with many o f  the 
tourists, he inquired fro m  one 
couple. " Where are you  from ?"
"New Jersey," they answered.
" We came to see the Palace after 
we saw about it on TV. ”  “  What 
do you think about it?" asked 
the senator. "It's beautiful," 
answered the couple. "We've 
never seen anything like it. It 
sure beats the While House."
While gazing at the picture o f  
the Palace interior, the senator 
replied, "It sure does, doesn't it?"

The senator was impressed. The only 
such temple in the entire United States o f  
this grandeur is in West Virginia.

The senator, who visited for more than 
an hour, left carrying Srila Prabhupada's 
Bhagavad-gita As It Is. a BTG, and a copy 
of the Brijabasi Spirit, offering high praise 
for the “ tremendously beautiful palace.”
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...Probe
(People of God) as part of his efforts to abol
ish the corrupt caste system.

Probe interviewed Purnaprajna prabhu, 
an ISKCON Vrindavana grihastha, on the 
Vedic tradition of varnashrama-dharma, the 
original caste system, in order to shed some 
light on the recent conversions. The real 
problem, Purnapragya said, was the “ decay 
of Hinduism. It has become weak and 
perverted."

According to Lord Krishna in Bhagavad- 
gita, those born in lower classes are eligible 
to change their positions in society by chang
ing their qualities and activities, unlike the 
system in modern times, which forces low
born persons to stay in poor economic con
ditions their whole lives. In varnashrama 
society, the spiritual equality of the members 
is stressed, since material designations are 
temporary and related to the temporary 
material body.

Westerners have become attracted to the 
Vedic culture, Purnaprajna said, “ because 
human civilization all over the West has be
come so degraded. When our Guru Maharaja 
came to the United States and presented the 
Vedic culture in its original purity, we real
ized here was a superior morality, philoso
phy, economic theory, and lifestyle."

Terming ISKCON the “ saviors of Hindu
ism,”  the article related the story of a Bengali 
brahmana, Raghuvan dasa, to show that 
Indians can only preserve their religious tra
ditions by stopping the erosion of the spiri
tual principles upon which they are based:

Formerly a travel agent, Raghuvan first 
became aware o f  ISK C O N  in 1973, but 
didn't join the movement until three years 
later. "Maya was too strong fo r  me," he 
grinned as he related how he once went to an 
ISK C O N  temple in a suit and tie, reeking o f  
liquor, the westernized Indian to the core. 
It was only when he was prevented from  
entering the temple because he was drunk 
that he realized what a farce he was making.

...Bala: New views for kids
books. Bala Books never claimed exclusive 
rights to goodness and morality. What 
makes their publications unique, however, 
is the uncompromising fidelity to the orig
inal Sanskrit texts from which they are 
drawn: Srimad-Bhagavatam, Ramayana. 
Mahabharata. Pancha-tantra. and others. 
These scriptures propose that no matter how 
well-equipped materially, a young person 
deprived of his spiritual 
nature will grow up frus
trated and unhappy.

The Bala stories do not 
prepare children for liv
ing in the material world 
(how to “ make it if you 
try,”  like The l.ittle En
gine That Could); nor do 
they tell children what 
“ the real world” is all a- 
bout by exposing them to 
alcoholism, abortion, 
and infinite varieties of 
im m o ra lity —as many 
commercial publishers 
prefer—and then sug
gesting tha t ch ild ren  
form their own opinions.
Instead, Bala Books op
erates on the premise that 
if  children read spiritual 
literature, they will devel
op spiritual qualities— 
the best defense against the evils of “ the real 
world."

It is not that Bala publications intention
ally avoid the unpleasant realities of the ma
terial world. These “ realities" simply don’t 
exist in the spiritual world. The world of 
Krishna and His pastimes is a world where 
individuals of different color, shape, and 
species are regarded as equals. A ll are parts 
and parcels of the Supreme Lord and there
fore worthy of respect. In the spiritual world

everyone is devoid of false pride, greed, and 
the attraction for temporary things; they all 
cooperate in the service of the Lord.

Bala Books has its bad guys too; maybe 
even better bad guys 
than anyone else.
Has there ever beaj 

ten

An aversion to The Little Engine 
That Could, offering Instead a 
strong spiritual foundation.

Vadar to match Ravana? A Blue Meanie the 
likes of Kamsa? Besides that, the bad guys 
from Bala stories are part of the world’s old- 
esfcivilization. When readers get older, they 
can visit the spot where Krishna actually 
danced on the Kaliya serpent's hoods.

By publishing Krishna conscious books 
for children, the Bala staff hopes to make an 
important statement about raising children. 
Yogesvara prabhu, project director, ex
plains: “ When asked why students fail to be-

not only o f  visiting a temple but even o f  
being a Hindu.

Turning to the association o f  ISKCON  
devotees, he resumed all the basic spiritual 
principles and now is working daily to help 
respiritualize Indian society, thereby setting 
an ideal example fo r  his countrymen.

“  ‘Today the people in the cities have for
gotten the tenets of their Hindu religion,’ 
says Surabhi Swami, the 36-year-old Dutch 
sannyasi at ISKCON’s Vrindavana ashram,” 
Probe reported.

“  ‘The Hindus are forgetting the essence of 
their religion. These are the symptoms of the 
Kali-yuga.’ It is the aim of these devotees of 
ISKCON to regenerate, as it were, the inter
est in Hinduism and the old Vedic prin
ciples,”  the article continued.

Probe's cover story entitled “ Now is the 
Hour”  also included comments based on 
interviews with opinion leaders representing 
the Hindu, Muslim, and Buddhist faiths.

Srila Prabhupada often compared the 
West to a blind man and India to a lame

have and perform in school, educators rarely 
point to spiritual decline. 1 hey suggest, ra
ther, that the causes are permissive, broken 
homes, segregation or integration, a chang
ing society.

“ But character patterns come not so much 
from social reform measures as from role 

models—the personali
ties in books, films, and 
television with whom 
children identify. The 
people producing these 
publications and shows 
arc themselves con
fused about spiritual 
life. They can hardly be 
expected to transmit 
s p ir itu a l insp ira tion  
and in s t ru c t io n  to 
young people,”  Yog
esvara said.

Nowadays the most 
radical thinkers are dis- 
cussing the sp ir itu a l 
dimensions of life and 
the universe, while con
servatives restate the 
need for religious val
ues in society. Modern 
education finds itself 
too progressive to ac
cept religious dogma, 
yet too conservative to 
change its materialistic 
ways. Bala Books is 
presenting the way out 

of this rut. Even if a child is forced to follow 
a public school curriculum, reading about

In yearsKrishna will act on his conscience, 
to come, that early impression of a pure, 
spiritual life with Krishna will be a young 
adult's most valuable resource. This project 
is a trifnscendental investment in the growth 
of the youngest generation- to deliver chil
dren from ignorance of God and inform 
them of their identities as His servants.

man. Without genuine spiritual knowledge, 
the West cannot solve the real problems of 
life, despite all material progress. And al
though India has vision due to its rich spir
itual heritage, it is crippled by its lack of 
material facilities. In combination, the two 
lands can achieve the proper balance of 
material amenities and spiritual culture.

With the efforts of the Western Hare 
Krishna devotees now widely praised by the 
Indian press, the fulfillment ofSrila Prabhu
pada's vision cannot be far away.

...Nicaragua
Before the revolution in Nicaragua, de

votees were distributing books, but most of 
the people, especially the younger genera
tion, blamed the dictator, Anastasio So- 
moza Debayle, for their unhappiness. Now 
the “ communist liberation" has replaced one 
set of exploiters with another. It' appears 
that the people of Nicaragua, disgusted with 
material solutions, are now finding hope in 
the message of Bhagavad-gita.

Inspired by a newspaper advertisement 
that Srila Prabhupada used to run before he 
left India for the U. S.. our Bhagavad-gita 
home correspondence course, administered 
by the Institute for Higher Vedic Studies, 
was recently accredited by the Columbian 
government.

We promote the 24-lesson, one-year 
course via newspaper, magazine, and radio 
advertising, reaching out to the ever-increas
ing number of people interested in yoga and 
related subjects.

Vegetarianism, Ayurvedic health, hatha 
yoga, and varnashram society are included 
in the initial lessons. Gradually, knowledge 
of karma, impersonalism, and devotional 
service are introduced. Fifty-six assorted 
Back To G odhead  articles, along w ith 
specially prepared introductions, comprise 
the study materials. Enrollment is SI50.

Another innovative idea from  Latin 
America is the recently developed College of 
S rila  Rupa Goswam i (CSRG ). This 
program includes study guides, question
naires, and examinations to assist full time 
devotees and congregational members alike 
in deepening their knowledge of the philoso
phy of Krishna Consciousness.

Brijabasi and Acalesvara prabhus, two 
scholarly Mexican book distributors, pre
pared the 20 sections of study. At each level 
the student takes an examination and is re
quired to be 70 percent accurate before pro
ceeding to the next section.

The College of Srila Rupa Goswami is a 
big success at temples throughout Mexico 
and South America, encouraging everyone to 
use their free time for meditation on Srila 
Prabhupada's books. The CSRG materials 
promise to make an excellent advanced-level 
adjunct to our correspondence course in 
Columbia. English translations of both the 
correspondence course and the CSRG pro
gram will be available soon.

Biff! Pow! You’re Liberated!
People sometimes ask whether the vio

lence portrayed in Bala Books (such as 
Krishna’s k illin g  o f various demons) 
might have some adverse psychological 
effect on children. Yogesvara prabhu, 
Bala Books editor and publisher, posed 
this question to two experts: Dr. William 
Stone, vice president of the Psychiatric 
Institute in Washington, D. C„ and the 
fam ous p ed ia tric ian , D r. B enjam in 
Spock.

Dr. Stone said that in children’s books, 
the slaying of demons is a positive factor. 
-It’s good for children to ace their de
mons vanquished on paper, especially 
when the hero is a young person with 
whom they can identify."

Dr. Spock noted that in traditional lit
erature, demons often represent princi
ples of immorality, hedonism, or some 
kind of gross materialistic entity. For 
those who consider the Agha demon on 
an abstract level, like Dr. Spock, Agha 
represents all that is evil, and Krishna is 
the embodiment of righteousness.

When Batman knocks out a thug, that 
is the perverted reflection of Krishna's 
slaying of the demons. But the added fac
tor in Bala publications is that Krishna’s 
killing is not actual violence! Since 
Krishna is absolute, his punishment is the 
same as h is  benediction. In the story of 
Agha it is explained that when slam, 
Agha achieved liberation.
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‘Krishna has given me leadership’
ISKCON leaders glorify founder on disappearance anniversary

On O c to b e r  31, 1981. h u n d re d s  o f  
devotees fro m  ISK C O N  temples around the 
world came together at Krishna- Balarama 
Mandir in the holv city o f  Vrindavana to cele
brate the fo u r th  anniversary o f  the dis
appearance o f  the founder and spiritual pre
cep to r o f  th e  In te rn a tio n a l S o c ie ty  fo r  
Krishna Consciousness. His Divine Grace 
A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swarm Prabhupada. 
Manv gurus and members o f  ISKCON's 
Governing Body Commission (GBC) spoke 
in praise o f  His Divine Grace, and the 
follow ing selections are taken fro m  their 
statements. Srila Tama! Krsna Goswami 
read at length fro m  the diary he kept during 
the year prior to Srila Prabhupada’s dis
appearance. We quote extensively from  
his reading:

P rabhupada's darshan in the evening 
is fast becoming the most popular 
event in Hrishikesh. If  one does not 

come exactly on time there is every chance 
that he will not get in as the room is not very 
large. And no wonder people are eager to

that Prabhupada knows what Krishna states. Many sannyasis 
are sitting, respectfully hearing. They are Mayavadis and 
they are becoming influenced. At the end they come up and ^ 
bow their heads to Prabhupada’s lotus feet. This is wonderful.
Normally they are all very proud, thinking themselves Narayana.
But they now bow down to Prabhupada. Prabhupada's humility 
is winning. Prabhupada says, “ Yes, I admit I am a fool.”  It re
minds one of Lord Chaitanya converting the Mayavadis of Benares.

• » •
“ Bhagavan has some books. There was one each in Italian, French, 

and Dutch and he said that the book distribution in Europe has sur
passed that in America. “ This is my life. Come here,”  Srila Prabhu
pada said, and he blessed Bhagavan with his lotus hand as tears fell 
from his eyes. He was rubbing Bhagavan's head. "What class of people 
are you distributing to?”  asked Srila Prabhupada. “ A ll classes of men 
Many intelligent persons are coming,”  Bhagavan replied. “ It is all due 
the book distribution,”  Srila Prabhupada said.

* * *
An Indian disciple who has been working towards his Ph.D. 

has requested permission to discontinue his studies and take 
up devotional service full time. This Srila Prabhupada 
readily has agreed to. “ We are not interested in such de
grees. I have written all these books without a Ph.D.,”
Prabhupada said. “These books are all the mercy of my 
Guru Maharaj. No author throughout the world has 
ever written so many books. Shakespeare, Milton,
Dickens. Nor have their books been so widely 
read with such appreciation.”

come. Prabhupada's preaching is astound
ing. It is absolutely absolute. His Divine 
Grace drives home the point that we must 
accept Krishna’s word as it is. Krishna is the 
standard as accepted by all the great achar- 
yas, and there is no doubt in anyone’s mind

“ As soon as 1 get a green card I w ill go to 
New Yack,”  Srila Prabhupada said. “ How 
long will you stay there?”  1 asked. “ As long 
as you like," Srila Prabhupada replied. 
“ Srila Prabhupada, you are just like a cow. 
You w ill go wherever we lead you, but you 
never stop giving milk. “ That is because I 
am a surabhi cow,”  Prabhupada said.

* * *
Prabhupada awoke to the sound of kirtana. 

He remembered his childhood and said, 
“ When I was five or six years old. any car
penter I saw I would ask him to make a 
Rathayatra cart for me. My father took me 
to a carpenter shop, but somehow nothing 
could be agreed on. So 1 was crying on the 
street when an old lady saw me and asked 
why I was crying. My father told her how I 
wanted a Rathayatra cart, but no carpenter 
will make it. “ I have a cart,”  she said. My 
father arranged to purchase. Then my father 
bought oil paint and I painted it. I was also 
preparing fireworks. 1 saw a little book on 
how to do it. My father gave me many things 
and thus put my mother into anxiety. I was 
very persistent. A ll my friends would help 
me. 1 was never lazy from my birth. Neither 
dull. Neither to be defeated by anyone. 
Whatever I would order to my parents or

friends must be obeyed. Krishna has always 
given me leadership. I am surprised how I, a 
poor Indian, could have leadership of the 
Europeans and Americans.”

•  • *
November 3, (nine days before Srila 

Prabhupada's departure) I read S rila  
Prabhupada the book distribution results. 
Srila Prabhupada got enthused by this and 
stated, “ now you have to open temples in 
every nook and corner. Spend money. The 
karmis spend for sense gratification and you 
spend for Krishna. When there is need of 
money, send the money. 1 mean to say 
Africa and other needed places. I am simply 
dreaming you are actually on the field now.” 
Jayadvaita said “ Just like Mahavishnu is 
lying down and the whole material world is 
expanded by his dream, so you are lying 
down here and the whole ISKCON world 
has expanded."

—Srila Tamal Krsna Goswami’s diary 
• • •

One time Srila Prabhupada called myself 
and Brahmananda Swami into his room. He 
said, “ 1 have a plan how to make the world 
Krishna conscious in 18 days. The problem 
is that I don’t think you can do it yet." So

much was there in Srila Prabhupada, but 
due to our childlike natures, we were not 
able to perceive or appreciate.

—Srila Bhavananda Goswami 
•  • •

Srila Prabhupada taught us that there is a 
more important way of associating with the 
sp iritua l master or w ith  Krishna than 
through physical presence. That is through 
the orders and the instructions that are given 
by the sp iritua l master the vani. So 
Prabhupada used to urge us to try to depend 
on the vani or the instructions. Try to take 
shelter of them. Try to dedicate our life and 
soul to carrying them out. because the physi
cal presence is sometimes perceivable and 
sometimes not perceivable; therefore the 
physical presence is not eternal association, 
but association through the orders and in
structions given by the spiritual master cont 
stitutes eternal association.

By the association of all of my godbrothers 
I’m getting some great strength. No d iffi
culty is too great to cause one to give up Srila 
Prabhupada's service and thus lose his 
association. It is a great wonder to me how

Srila Prabhupada/p. 8

‘Try to push our
December 15 is the 45th anniversary o f  the disappearance o f  

Srila Prabhupada’s spiritual master. His Divine Grace Om 
V 'ishnupada  S r i S r im a d  B h a k t is id d h a n ta  S a ra sw a ti  
Goswami Thakura. The following selections are taken 
fro m  lectures given by Srila Prabhupada on the disap
pearance anniversaries o f  his spiritual master in 
1969 and 1973.

So there was a Rathayatra festival 
and the cart was passing in front of 
Bhaktivinode T hakura ’s house.
The cart stopped before his house.
A( that time Srila Bhaktisiddhanta 
Saraswati Thakura was a child in 
the lap of his mother. The mother 
took the opportunity of climbing 
on the cart and placing the child at 
the lotus feet of Jagannatha. There 
were many garlands and one fell upon 
him and blessed him.

•  * *
When he was a young child, two 

or three years old, he ate one mango 
that was kept for offering to the 
Deity. His father mildly rebuked

movement in English’
him, but the boy took it so seriously that he 
never ate mango again. Whenever we offer
ed him mango he would say, “ No, 1 am of
fender. I cannot take mango." Never in his 
life did he eat mango again. This is the char
acteristic of an acharya: to teach by his life. 

• • •
At that time my Guru Maharaja was stay

ing at Jagannatha Puri on the seashore. So I 
wrote him a letter, “ My dear Master, your 
other disciples are rendering you direct ser
vice and 1 am a householder. I cannot live 
with you. I cannot serve you nicely, so 1 do 
not know, how can I serve you?" Simply an 
idea. I was thinking of serving him. So the 
reply was dated 13th December, 1936 [18 
days before the . passing of Srila Bhakti
siddhanta]. In that letter he wrote, “ I think 
you should try to push our movement in 

English."
I took that order of my spiritual master 

very seriously. I f  we strictly try to serve 
the spiritual master and his order, then 
Krishna will give us all facilities. That is 
the secret. We should take up the words

of the spiritual master as our life and soul.
I tried within that spirit and he has given me 
all facilities to serve him.

My appeal to you on this auspicious day is 
that to the extent you have understood this 
Krishna Consciousness movement, you 
should try to push it on. People are suffering 
for want of this consciousness.

* • *
The acharyas, the Goswamis, they left 

literature, but they did not attempt to preach 
practically. Bhaktisiddhanta Saraswati 
Thakura was very ánxious to preach this 
Chaitanya cult in the western countries. 
This is his special contribution. It is by his 
grace that I was forced to give up my family 
life  and so-called business life , and he 
brought me somehow or other to preaching 
his gospel. So this is a memorable day. 
What he desired I am trying a little bit and 
you are helping me, so I have to thank you 
more. You are actually representatives of 
my Guru Maharaja because you are helping 
me in executing the order of my Guru Maha
raja. Thank you very much.
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"Christmas Marathon Meditation igsi
I t  was back in ‘81,
I remember very well— 
the whole world was in chaos: 
Sadat’s assassination,
Irish men’s starvation,
the pope another victim,
not to mention Ronald Reagan.

The world swooned and swayed 
as the bullets being sprayed 
tore at history’s door; 
fear grew more and more 
as each nation began to store 
the weapons of destruction.

The moneymakers shook 
with laughter at the gore, 
enjoying life’s disasters, 
sinful to the core.

The competition was fierce: 
who could kill the most— 
the butcher or the abortionist?

This knowledge would set them free 
from ignorance’s misery, 
and so he set about lifting away the 

darkness 
under which the world now hung. 
Prom his loving heart 
sprung the Srimad-Bhagavatam, 
more brilliant than the sun.

Locked inside a trunk 
his treasures he had fit.
The year was ‘65;
the pure devotee had arrived.

In the midst of New York’s slums, 
surrounded by derelicts and bums, 
he opened trunk and heart 
to all who would take part.

“ God is an eternal youth!”
He dared to tell the truth.
And despite angry stares and shouts, 
the Mayavadis he’d refute.

By his association, 
from the streets of the depraved, 
some spiritually starved inhabitants 
found the spiritual life they’d craved.

In India, however, back in ‘65, 
with a lifetime of preparation 
a saint in meditation 
had foreseen this situation.

His orders firm in hand— 
that he must save this land— 
he would deliver man, 
following Lord Chaitanya’s plan.

He would prove through pure devotion 
that only love could save 
each person from the grave.
As he crossed the ocean, 
within his heart he bore 
the purest love that one could store.

Purity is the force, he taught, 
utility, principles’ tool; 
preaching is the essence, 
his books would be their school.

Twelve years they preached together 
in every foreign land, 
spiritual master and disciples 
foiling Maya’s plans.

i v ' -

V *
Striving to keep up with him, 
the ISKCON presses roared, 
as from the lotus of his heart 
Govinda’s glories poured.

g
From Goloka Vrindavana Dhama 
the Holy Name would come, 
in disciplic succession, 
vibrated by his tongue.

To every town and village 
Krishna’s Holy Name would go. 
Krishna’s Name would make them dance 

and sing;
from their hearts, pure joy would spring, 
cleansing everything.

“ ISKCON is my body,”  he said 
“ and lakshmi is my blood, 
but my very- heart is the BBT— 
it alone gives life to me.”

Distributing his books 
became their life and soul. 
“ Double it !”  he said, 
and they strove to meet his goal.

a e

The glorious Song of God 
he knew he must impart— 
inform the living beings 
that the Lord was in their hearts.

Then in ‘77 came the time they all had 
feared.

His earthly pastimes ended 
By Krishna’s sweet will, he disappeared.

The shock of his departure 
was too much for some to bear; 
they struggled with their sorrow 
in separation’s glare.
“ This is the test,”  he’d said—
“ how you cooperate w ill show your love 

for me.”

It  never stopped, but went on and on, 
until Kali was driven from the land 
and ignorance was driven from each man. 
By doubling it every year 
the Golden Age began to appear.

Lord Chaitanya’s moon rose o’er 
the land;

the inundation drowned every man. 
Immersing all in the transcendental 

vibration, 
the maha-mantra became a world 

sensation.

Soon his golden palace opened 
and his biography appeared; 
loving monuments of cooperation— 
the way was being cleared.

“ Printing spiritual books 
is our real life force.”  
Remembering this, 
they overcame their remorse.

’“ Whatever I have done, expand!”  
Determined to carry out this command, 
they’d smash the sense gratifiers’ plans, 
placing his books in everybody’s hands.

But the breakthrough came in ‘81 
during ISKCON’s World Christmas 

Marathon.
By absorbing themselves in sankirtan 
and distributing the glories of Harinam, 
they ignited a perpetual marathon.

In each and every country,
ISKCON’s banner flew.
The worship of Sri Sri Radha-Krishna 
made the earth fresh like morning dew.

They saw the rise of Srila Prabhupada’s 
fame

as the West (the blind) and the East (the 
lame)

became the Marketplace of the Holy 
Name.

They preached until all of Prabhupada’s 
predictions came true.
Srila Prabhupada! Golden Age jagad-guru!

—P a d y a v a li-d e v i d a si 
a n d  R u d r a n i-d e v i dasi 
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Beware of cheap blessings 
from dime a dozen messiahs
Sinners who offer mantras cheat their disciples

FEEDBACK
.................................................... ......................................... .
Dear Prabhus,

Hare Krishna! The ISKCON WORLD REVIEW is 
to newspapers what the space shuttle is to a i'craft.

Every story simply rockets the reader into the 
blissful orb it of Krishna Consciousness!!

With each edition I’m able to gather an overall 
world picture of IgKCON’s projects and the activi
ties of the devotees This is providing everyone with 
the pure, satisfying taste of spiritual journalism, so 
rarely found in North America. Thanks for your 
much-appreciated service.

Roy Anderson 
Port Hardy, British Columbia 
Canada

Dear Prabhus,
I was so enlivened after reading The ISKCON 

WORLD REVIEW No. 6 , I nearly fell o ff my camel!
You’re doing a great service to Srila Prabhupada’s 

society. My only com pla int—the REVIEW isn’t big
enough! Padmapanl dasa 

Middle East

The ISK C O N  W ORLD REVIEW  w e lco m es reader re
sp o n se , e sp ec ia lly  in areas w here y o u  feel w e can  
b e tter  se rve  the  m iss io n  o f Srila P rabhupada — Ed.

odem-day messiahs, “ gurus”  and “ incarnations”  
fashioned in the mystic factories of the material 
world are now a dime a dozen. Production is up and 

eager customers flock to the feet of these self-styled saviors. 
The trend is indicative of “ a society of the cheaters and the 
cheated,”  as foreseen by Srila Bhaktisiddhanta Saraswati 
Thakura, the spiritual master of Srila Prabhupada and lion
like opponent of phony transcendentalists.

Srila Prabhupada often stressed the need to expose such 
bogus spiritualists who, “ although they are addicted to all 
kinds of sinful activities,...still offer the people mantras and 
thus mislead them.”

Members of the International Society for Krishna Con
sciousness must beware of pseudo-yogis, gurus, and swamis 
who offer increased sense gratification for their followers in 
the name of spirituality, and thus further implicate them in 
the vicious cycle of birth and death. We must make clear dis
tinctions between such charlatan preachers and the Hare 
Krishna Movement, so that 
innocent people desirous of 
making spiritual advance
ment will not be misled.

Followers o f self-made 
pedagogues are unfortunate 
but willing victims. Srila 
Prabhupada advises that we 
should not be allured by 
“ gold manufacturing gurus”  
and should not approach 
“ pseudo-sannyasis and -yogis 
for cheap blessings.”  The 
resu lt, according to the 
S r im a d -B h a g a v a ta m ,  is 
exactly like jumping into a 
sha llow  r iv e r ...o n e  s im p ly
breaks his head...He does not receive benefit either in the 
present or in the future.”

Dangerous modern-day cults are usually controlled by 
flamboyant figures who either state categorically or allow 
their foolish followers to assume that they are an incarnation 
of God. These teachers tell their students that there is no 
need to practice any form of sense control. I f  they did, pro
spective members desirous of the “ prestige”  of having a guru 
might well choose a less restrictive method for attaining adu
lation and “ liberation.”

Most of the new pseudo-religious sects promise instant 
salvation, weight loss, better sex, or, as in the case of one 
"bogey yogi,”  the ability to fly. Of course there are the minor 
bring downs of substantial monetary fees to be paid in install
ments, on each step of the path to enlightenment.

Srila Prabhupada 
prophesied that one day 

all cheating gurus 
would disappear into oblivion 
and ISKCON would create a 

new order—a respiritualization 
of the whole world

O f the new messiahs who accept the existence of God, most 
teach impersonalism—“ You’re God, I ’m God, we’re all God.”  
Because this sophistry is so offensive to the Supreme Person 
and damaging to the conditioned soul, Srila Prabhupada has 
dubbed it “ spiritual suicide.”

One of the most extreme and outlandish of the New Age 
sects is headed by Bhagwan Sri Rajneesh, as he grandly calls 
himself. “ He promotes sex as a technique for shattering self
hood,”  according to a recent issue of Life magazine, Rajneesh 
teaches that to indulge all the senses to the maximum will free 
one from all desire, but none of his followers have yet to 
attain this state of desirelessness.

Srila Prabhupada prophesied that one day all cheating 
gurus would disappear into oblivion and ISKCON would 
create a new order—a “ respiritualization”  of the whole 
world.

Once Srila Prabhupada was invited to speak at a nationwide 
gathering of spiritual leaders at Kurukshetra, India. After

listening patiently for a few 
hours, Srila  Prabhupada 
could tolerate it no longer.

Without any introduction 
he simply stood up where he 
had been sitting and began to 
speak, telling the so-called 
religious leaders that the 
gathering was useless, hypo
critical, and offensive since 
no one had even mentioned 
K r is h n a , the  Suprem e 
Personality of Godhead Who 
had made K u ru ksh e tra  
famous, and Who is the very 
essence of religion itself.

He told the startled audi
ence that they had no business being there without glorifying 
the Supreme Lord Krishna. He spoke for half an hour. 
When he finished, Srila Prabhupada and his disciples quietly 
left the meeting. Everyone was stunned. No one spoke. 
Gradually, people began to stand up and leave. Within 
minutes the entire gathering broke up, and the planned three- 
day conference ended almost before it began.

The new cults and counterfeit versions of Christianity have 
gained considerable influence among the basically innocent 
populace. Genuine knowledge of God and religious princi
ples has been overshadowed by bogus charismatics with their 
word jugglery and promotion of sense indulgence. These 
false religions will quickly fade from the scene, however, as 
the rising sun of Krishna Consciousness transforms the 
darkness of materialism.

WAeh Aooef Mit &d}C9ptc'i*
By M aharudra daaa

L ast July at an Olympics of the ab
surd in his native eastern France, 
world champion snail eater Marc 

Qtnnquandon devoured 
144 of the mollusks in II 
minutes, 30 seconds And 
recently, the 27-year-old,
367-pound bulldo/er driv
er dispatched 72 snails in 
three minutes, four seconds.

B u t Q u in q u a n d o n , 
guest of honor at a recent 
snail dinner, was not able 
to relish for long his most 
recent achievement. After 
complaining to a friend 
that he was not feeling in 
form, the champion gas
t ro p o d  ea te r d ied  o f 
indigestion.

Michel Lotito, a stunt 
man who goes under the name of Monsieur 
Mangetout (“ Mr. Eat-all” ), recently gnawed 
his way through a bicycle by stewing the 
tires and grinding down the frame. And

Extinguishing the most 
torches by mouth: 1,921.

for $10,000 Mangetout says he’ll eat a 
helicopter.

Then th e re ’ s Jay G w a ltney  from  
Chicago who consumed the branches, 
leaves, and trunk of an 11-foot birch tree.

The above-mentioned 
lunatics all hold prominent 
places in the G u in n ess  
Book o f  World Records, of 
which 43 million copies 
have been sold since 1956. 
making it the best-selling 
copyrighted book in the 
world.

“ The main thing record 
ho lde rs  share is th e ir  
stubbornness,”  says Norris 
M cW h irte r, the books’ 
editor. “ They are all des
perate to be the person 
who did something, not 
just a person who did it."

And so it goes. This is hurftan civiliza
tion 5,000 years into the Kali-yuga. And, if 
it all seems a bit ludicrous now, the Srimad-

Bhagavatam  predicts that things will only 
get worse.

Sukadeva Goswami tells Parikshit 
Maharaja, “ My dear King, with each day 
re lig ion, truthfulness, cleanliness, fo r
giveness. mercy, duration of life, bodily 
strength and memory will all decrease 
more and more by the mighty force of 
time.”  (S  B 12.21)

Still, by the incredible mercy of Sri 
Chaitanya Mahaprabhu and the grace of 
His pure devotee, Srila Prabhupada, we 
stand on the threshold of a Golden Age of 
Enlightenment. A golden age dissipating 
the dense darkness of Kali. An age when 
a ll “ lunatics" who have come to the 
material world will once again remember 
that Sri Krishna alone is the ultimate 
purpose of all sacrifices and austerities, the 
supreme c o n tro lle r and the supreme 
enjoyer.

A golden age in which the best-selling 
book is no longer a compilation of trivia 
originally published by the Guinness brew
ery to settle disputes in local pubs, but Srila 
Prabhupada’s Bhagavad-gita and Srimad- 
Bhagavatam.

“ Beard ot bees” record holder Don 
Cooke, 68, amassed 17,500 bees (five 
pounds of them) by fastening a caged 
queen bee under his chin.
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TJVf; Is it transcendental?  
Is it even m edita tion?

application and has been widely commer
cialized. But we felt it unfair that they were 
attempting to monopolize, through the trade
mark process, the term “ transcendental 

meditation."
Being an in-house researcher and 

writer for the Bhaktivedanta Book 
Trust (the Hare Krishna Movement’s 

publishing house), I was asked to 
prepare a b rie f fo r our lawyer 

stating our views on the matter.
First. 1 consulted the diction

ary. "M e d ita tio n .”  said my 
Webster's Third International 
Dictionary, is a “ steady or close 
consecutive reflection: continued 
application of the mind.” in the 
religious sense, meditation is a 

"private devotion or spiritual exer
cise consisting in deep continued 

reflection on a religious theme." 
Transcend,”  according to my Ameri

can College Dictionary, 
means “ to go or be a- 
bove or beyond." In a 
religious or philosophi
cal context, “ transcend” 
means “ to be above and 

independent of 
[the universe]." 
Quite simply then, 

“ transcendental

This consciousness, this vision, is quite different from that 
of the materialist whose basic philosophical orientation is to 
view matter as the sole energy of creation and consequently 
to view the material body as one's very self. Not accepting 
the primacy and irreducibility of consciousness, the materi
alist views identity and consciousness as products of matter, 
and therefore as material.

Although Maharishi’s TM technique is supposedly >ased 
upon the Vedas, if we examine the theoretical bases o i TM. 
we find an orientation that is quite different from, if  not anti
thetical to, that of the Vedas.

According to TM ’s theoretical doctrine, what they call 
“ the Science of Creative Intelligence”  (SCI), people are un
happy because the pressures of fast-paced technological 
society over-stimulate the individual and put stress upon (he 
nervous system.

This stress results in all the ills of the individual person:

When Maharis hr Mahesh Yogi 
promised people that they could im
prove their physical, emotional, and 
spiritual well-being by practicing 
“transcendental meditation" for 20 
minutes a day, new students flocked to 
his centers in droves, anxious to pur
chase peace of mind and tranquility for 
a hefty fee. But when he said they 
could learn to levitate and become in
visible, many of his disciples turned on 
their “guru, ” calling him a fraud. Is 
TM really transcendental meditation, or 
is it merely glorified tension mitigation?
By Subhananda dasa
Senior Editor, Bhaktivedanta Book Trust

ot too long ago, an unusual letter arrived at the 
Hare Krishna Movement’s North American head
quarters in Los Angeles. It was written by a lawyer 

representing the World Plan Executive Council, the admin
istrative body of the organization founded by the well- 
known Indian “ guru”  Maharishi Mahesh Yogi -the organi
zation that teaches “ Transcedental Meditation" or “ TM ."

The lawyer protested that the term “ transcendental medi
tation" had been spotted in a piece of promotional literature 
from the Hare Krishna Movement. Since his organization 
was in the process of applying for federal trademark registra
tion for the term “ transcendental meditation," the Hare 
Krishna Movement had no right to use it, he said, implying 
that any further violation of the trademark might result in 
legal action.

Although the term “ transcendental meditation”  is a 
generic term that can be applied to a large number of tra
ditional contemplative or devotional practices, the Hare 
Krishna Movement has tended to avoid using the term in its 
philosophical or promotional literature because in the hands 
of the Maharishi, the term has assumed a rather narrow

meditation" refers to 
any contemplative exercise 

which has as its object something that is transcen
dental (such as God or Absolute Truth) and/or 

hich leads to a state of transcendence. Meditation 
is inherently transcendental in that it aims at a tran

scendental object or seeks a transcendental state of con
sciousness. As such, the term can be used to describe myriad 
religious, contemplative, and mystical disciplines and 
experiences.

In my brief, I then went on to describe how the process of 
Krishna Consciousness (bhakti-yoga) is, quite distinctly, a 
process of transcendental meditation. I explained, first, that 
K rishna Consciousness is not a new system developed exper
imentally in recent times, but a traditional practice deeply 
rooted in India's ancient spiritual culture (Vedic civilization) 
and the oldest philosophical and religious works known to 
man. Within that literary tradition is one of the world's 
greatest spiritual classics, the Bhagavad-gita, a central theme 
of which is meditation.

It is the transcendental person of Krishna which is the 
object of meditation in the Gita; by meditating upon Krishna 
in pure devotion, one becomes liberated from the material 
world and attains the transcendental position of personal 
association with Him in His spiritual abode. Krishna ex
horts Arjuna (and through him, all persons) to “ Always 
think of Me," and by so doing “ you w ill come to Me without 
fa il" (Bg. 18.65). For one who is “ always meditating on Me, I 
am the swift deliverer from the ocean of birth and death" 
(Bg. 12.6-7). “ Just fix your mind on Me" and “ thus you will 
live with Me always”  (Bg. 12.8).

“ Clearly then,”  I argued, “ Krishna Consciousness is an 
ancient and respected process of transcendental meditation 
and. therefore, the practitioners of this process ought to be 
allowed to use the term ‘transcendental meditation' to de
scribe it.”

Since the TM technique had become quite popular, I de
cided to do my own research and discover what roots, if any, 
TM  had in the Vedas. It didn’t take very long for me to come 
to two closely related and shocking conclusions: “ Transcen
dental Meditation,”  as conceived and taught by the Maha
rishi Mahesh Yogi and propagated throughout the wide 
world by hordes of nice young men in three-piece suits, is 
neither “ transcendental”  nor is it meditation!

A system of transcendental meditation must, by defini
tion, be based upon a fundamental philosophical orientation 
that sees the self as “ transcendental;”  that is, as constitution
ally distinct from the physical body and from matter in 
general. Transcendental meditation is not an end in itself, 
but rather a means to effect a particular insight or real
ization: that the self is not material but purely spiritual. 
When that original spiritual consciousness is revived, the self 
experiences unlimited transcendental pleasure.

disease, anxiety, depression, dissatisfaction and aimlessness, 
loss of mental clarity, inability to make decisions, plan 
effectively or work efficiently. It is also the source of all ills: 
loss of “ community," the anonymity of urban life, divorce, 
war—everything. The cure for all the ills of the world, the 
TM  folk claim, lies, therefore, in a process that w ill “ reduce 
accumulated stress, increase the body's resistance to stress, 
and foster a state of psychophysiological integration."

Not only does integrating the nervous system bring quick 
relief from anxiety, but it brings “ cosmic consciousness”  as 
well:

The rise to cosmic consciousness is therefore in no 
sense the result o f  intellectual understanding or em o
tional com m itm ent. In fact, the process is purely 
physiological. (Discovering Inner Energy and Over
coming Stress, p. 195)

Since consciousness for the TM buff is a product of the 
nervous system, rather than a transcendental phenomenon, 
the key to human happiness and “ cosmic consciousness" is, 
therefore, to be found in a readjustment or “ integration”  of 
the nervous system. Now, this is not a transcendental idea, 
but a material one, based upon a reductionistic, physiologi
cal conception of the self, an idea that is diametrically 
opposed to the philosophy of self and consciousness elabo
rated in the Vedas upon which TM is allegedly based.

As for the TM technique itself, it is not actually a process 
of meditation. “ Meditation” is defined variously as a “ focus
ing,” “ directing," or "application" of the mind to a particular 
object, thought, idea. etc. The TM technique is, more or less, 
simply a relaxation exercise in which the mind simply settles 
down or becomes blank:

The technique is a specific m ethod o f  allowing the 
activity o f  the m ind to settle down while one sits com 
fortably with eyes dosed. This m ental process auto
matically triggers a physiological response conducive 
to both deep rest and increased wakefulness...allow
ing an innate ability o f  the nervous system to unfold ... 
Though sense impressions, feelings or thoughts may 
be present during the TM technique, meditators 
report brie f or sometimes extended periods o f  “blank 
awareness," "being awake inside with nothing going 
o n ," "not being asleep, but not being aware o f  any
thing in particular." (TM  pp. 36-7.)

Although the technique employs the use of a mantra (the 
meditator “ hears”  it mentally), the mantra is not itself an 
object of meditation, but simply an aid to help relax the 
mind:

A nvone can master the technique o fT M  because it in
volves no control o f  any k ind  but only sitting back and  
letting whatever happens naturally during the practice 
sim ply happen... There is never any need to fo cu s on

TM/p. 11
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ADVERTISE
in the ISKCON WORLD REVIEW 

— read by m ore than 5,000 
devotees and friends  of 

ISKC O N  w orldw ide .
Full page $250 

Vi $150 
V« $80 
V. $40

Send check or money order (in U S fund#) 
with ad-wording or camera-ready copy to

The ISKCON WORLD REVIEW
3764 Watseka Avenue
L o t A ngelet, CA 90034 USA

An invitation to outstanding 
investments

( ie m sto n e s  have 
p ro v en  to  be o n e  o f  the  
best a n d  m osl p ro fita b le  in v es tm en ts  
over the  last several years E x am p le

(•1 M VS HOI 1 SAI 1 
l*K l( 1 I«Í7M

WIIOI 1 SAI 1 
I’KK 1 IVKI

Red spinel 
Ruby
Blue Sapphire 
D tl Diamond

s too
J 3000  J 5 00 
S 20 000

per carat 
per carat 
per carat 
per carat

S 2.000 per carat 
I  7.000 per carat Î 2.600 per carat 
S 50.000 per carat NRUttNTNA

\  AVAR  A I N A. INC is Orange 
County. California's direct mine 
representative, with buyers traveling 
year-round in Asia. Europe, and South 
Africa to insure our clients both 
wholesalers and private investors 
the best possible prices.

C a ll o r w r ite  to r o u r tre«  12-page 
b ro c h u re  C e rtif ic a te  D ia m o n d s  
& C o lo re d  S tonas (o r Investm en t

NAVARATNA. IN< .
P O BOX 2#l
SAN J l AN CAPISTRANO. (  A 
92**1  I SA
(714) 4<J4 4*e*/49V *§V 5

...Srila Prabhupada
transcendental association of the spiritual master is so 
readily available by carrying out his order. It’s so readily 
available to every one of us. We just have to have the order 
of Srila Prabhupada as our life and soul—more important 
than life itself—and immediately his association is available. 
My prayer to Srila Prabhupada on this day of observing his 
transcendental disappearance is that he may wonderfully 
inspire all of his disciples to understand how to go on assoc
iating with him and to give them the strength and the love so 
they may be on this platform of service in separation and 
never give it up.

—Srila Ramesvara Swami
• • •

Every year our feelings of separation are increasing. This 
is quite the opposite of the material world where when one is 
separated from an object of attachment he feels intense sepa
ration, but gradually with the passage of time the feelings of 
separation are mitigated. In the case of the spiritual world.

or the acharya, our feelings of separation increase because 
as we go on in his service our spiritual knowledge is increas
ing and in that knowledge we are recognizing actually what 
we have been separated from. Just like when we first met 
Srila Prabhupada, we had no idea who he was or what he 
was trying to give us. We are only beginning, because we are 
still like little children, like babes. We have no real apprecia
tion of our father, of how great he is. But as we begin to grow 
and develop in knowledge we get some appreciation o f who 
he was, who he is. As we learn what he is trying to give us and 
what we are separated from, our feelings of separation in
crease. And that thing that he is trying to give us is nothing 
other than knowledge o f Krishna. Actually when we 
understand how rare a personality he is—there are so many 
hundreds and thousands and millions of so-called spiritual 
teachers, but none of them are giving knowledge of God.

We can simply pray that we can come here year after year 
and feel anew this great gift that he has given us, and that our 
feelings of separation may increase day by day, year by year. 
A ll glories to Srila Prabhupada.

—Srila Kirtanananda Swami

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING
Stop wasting valuable time! How To Get Control o f  Your 
Time and Your Life, best seller by ISKCON Life Member 
Alan Lakein, world famous time management consultant, 
can be of great value to ISKCON managers and members. 
Send $2.50, check or money order, to Scott Wolfe, 1098 
Seabluff Drive, Costa Mesa, CA 92626. Overseas add $2 
postage.

ITV videocassettes bring the teachings of the ancient Vedas 
into your home. While you’re being entertained, you’ll also 
be gaining real spiritual understanding. Order your free 
catalog today. More than 75 shows to choose from, such as: 
The R a m a ya n a — Vrindavana, L a n d  o f  K r ish n a — The 
Acarya—and many more dramas, documentaries, and lec
tures. Top quality, low-priced videocassettes available in 
K*, Vi", NTSC (American), and PAL (overseas). ITV, 3764 
Watseka Ave., Los Angeles, CA 90034 USA.

e

We’ll send you 37 different Srimad-Bhagavatams and Sri 
Chaitanya-charitamritas for $ 111. Include S15 shipping ($36 
outside U. S.). Bhaktivedanta Fellowship, 1403 Willard St., 
San Francisco, CA 94117. Inquire for partial sets.

Children's Cassettes: K rishna  W orld— D am odara— 
Syamantaka Jewel; stories and songs. $3 per tape; postage & 
handling $.35 ea. in U. S .; $1.25 outside U. S. Send check or 
money order to: ISKCON, Krishna Katha Kassettes, 1287 
Ponce de Leon Ave. N. E., Atlanta, GA 30306

Restaurant help needed. Experienced cooks, other posi
tions. Must be conscientious. Phone Badarinarayana dasa, 
(714) 272-7711.

Kurtas—Long sleeve, 3 pockets, quality. S, M, L, Ex. L. $8 
plus $1 ea. 3rd class mail; $2 ea. 1st class mail. Cash, check, 
or money order. Sri Rama, Box 388, Lake Huntington, 
NY 12752.

ITV in L. A. has openings for experienced personnel.

For sale: top quality Rajasthani paintings: one 112' » 56’ ; 
two 3 6 '*  54'. Also two sets tabias Must sell. (714) 272- 
7711 or (714) 483-2219.

Classified ad rates: $.50/word

The Changing Body

Full-Color Photo Booklets

— FATE (First A m erican  
Transcendental E xh ib ition )

— The A. C R haktivedan ia  Trust 
C o lle c tio n  (BBT A rt)

—N e o -V e d ic  A rc h ite c tu re

Karma

3764 Watseka Ave., Los Angeles, CA 90034 USA^
Tel: (213) 559-6173 •  204-2834

Within U. S.: $3 postpaid per set. Send 
cash, check, or money order.
Outside U. S.: U.S. $5 postpaid per set. 
Send bank draft or international mon-
ISKCON Office of Public Affairs 3764

ey order *or U. S. currency drawn on 
a bank w ith an L. A. branch or repre
sentative, or non-U. S. currency, in
cluding $1 currency exchange fee

Watseka Avenue Los Angeles, CA 90034

S e e in g  is b e liev in g

Samsara diorama, above, complete with fold-up case, 
wheels, table-height legs, and shipping crate—$645. 
37"H x 46"W * 25"D; 85 lbs Karma diorama, below, 
mounts on top of its case; features printed explanation 
below  book rack. $275 includ ing shipping crate. 
19"H * 20"W » 16” D; 23 lbs.

Sri Mayapur Gurukula 
Scholarship Fund

For eight years, ISKCON’s Sri Mayapur 
Gurukula has given many poor and orphaned chil
dren the greatest gift: the chance to grow 
physically, mentally, and spiritually in the pure 
atmosphere of a God-centered educational system. 
Thus Sri Mayapur is producing first-class young 
people for the revitalization of India.

So concerned persons like yourself can help pro
vide rural India with quality education, we have 
established the Sri Mayapur Gurukula Scholarship 
Fund. Just S25 a month provides a full scholarship 
for a needy child, including healthful diet and all 
necessary clothing and supplies. They’ll have a 
better life—because of you!

Sri M ayapur Gurukula, P . O. Sri M ayapur, 
D istrict Nadia, West B engal, India, 74-1313

This space donated by Balarama 's Enterprises, Inc. , purveyors 
of quality incense, P. O. Box 8, Rodeo, CA 94572 USA.
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at t COPIES SOLD IN  THE FIRST M ONTH AFTER RELEASE!

A REVOLUTIONARY 
BREAKTHROUGH 

IN LIFE MEMBERSHIP
AND INDIAN 

COMMUNITY AFFAIRS
INDIA’S No. 1 HINDI BHAJAN SINGER OFFERS A 

MOVING TRIBUTE TO SRILA PRABHUPADA 
AND THE HARE KRISHNA MOVEMENT

S ID E  O N E

(PmMmpaiUi 
— Hripa

1. Nama Om Vishnu Padaya...
2. Srila Prabhupada Vandana 
(Bhajan praising Srila Prabhupada)
3. Sri Pancha Tattva Pranam
4. Hare Krishna Kirtan
5. Kirtan Karke Tihara (Bhajan g lo ri
fy ing  the Holy Names and Srila 
Prabhupada, who benedicted the 
world  by d istribu ting them to 
everyone)
6. G iridhari Re (Bhajan in praise of 
Krishna, the lifte r of Govardhan 
H ill)

v  f . j

S TE R E O  D O LBV

Hari Om Sharan
____ •' *.*>»»

S ID E  T W O

1. Sri Sri Radha'Rasabihari Arati 
(Expressing com plete surrender 
unto the presid ing Deities of the 
Bombay ISKCON temple, “ Whose 
lotus feet are accessible on ly by 
the m ercy of Srila Prabhupada” )
2. Jaya Radha Madhava
3. Radhe Radhe Shyamal Pyari 
(Bhajan procla im ing the transcen
dental qua lities of Radharani, the 
greatest devotee of Krishna)
4. Harer Nama Harer Nama Harer 
Nama Eva Kevalam...
5. Hare Krishna Kirtan

_ HARI OM SHARAN, WHOSE DEVOTIONAL SONGS 
ARE HEARD AND ADORED BY INDIAN PEOPLE EVERYWHERE, 

GLORIFIES SRILA PRABHUPADA AS “THE GREAT 
SPIRITUAL MASTER WHO HAS BENEDICTED THE ENTIRE 

WORLD BY DISTRIBUTING FREELY PURE KRISHNA BHAKTI.’
P R IC E S  1 to  1 0 -$ 5 .0 0  11 to  1 0 0 -.$ 2 .7 5  101 and  u p . . .$ 2 .2 5
POSTAGE AND HANDLING: $.35 ee In U.S. $1.25 ouU lde U.S. Bulk Order« Freight C ollect 

SEND CHECK OR MONEY ORDER IN U. S. FUNDS TO ISKCON W ORLD REVIEW, 3.784 W ATSEKA AVE. LOS ANGELES , CA 90034 USA

Prabhupada Kripa was recorded in Bombay and produced in Los Angeles by Bhakti Kala Kshetra 
(a center for the performing arts), a division of ISKCON, Bombay. All rights are reserved.
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¿able
that the Hare Krishna 

Movement is

GREAT!
Keep the media, friends, 

rhe public-ar-large, and 
yourself up-to-dore with The 

Krishna Consaousness Movement (KCM-1)

—The Public Affairs book that 
never grows old!—

An ALL NEW 140-page looseleaf book 
with a supplement subscription option.
The most comprehensive documentary 
book ever produced by ISKCON— 
photographs, news articles, statements, 
documents, and essays from more than 
26 countries!
Sections on:
★ Srilo Prabhupada
★ Book publication
★ Sankirtana
★ Festivals
★ Historical roots
★ Humanitarian work,
★ Endorsements by im portant international figures

About the KCM-1 supplement option: they are sent 
every four months—the latest ecstatic statements, 

articles, etc.. easily and neafty inserted in rhe KCM-1 
looseleaf binder in seconds! A revised fable of 

contents comes with each issue. (Dock numbers will 
be available at U. 5 eoch/$6 outside U. S.)

Order form below
Note KCM-1 replaces Documenting the Issue

Rush me____ KCM-1 s at U. S. $18 each. Three sup
plements a year are U. S. $12 ($15 outside U. S.)
I want_____such subscriptions. Enclosed is my
check/money order/bank draft for U. S. $

Name

Address

City ___

State _ Postal
or country * code

iskcoh international otiice 01 Public Attaint 
L3764 watsekaj>uenu8j . 0s Angeie&CA 90034USA ILLUSTRATION FROM THE BUTTER THIEF BY KIM MURRAY PUBLISHED BY BALA PRODUCTIONS

What an 
Ecstatic Fate!

(First A m erican  Transcendental Exhibition, that is/)

Prabhupada Murtis
These small (11") murtis are now avail
able for the amazing low price of only 
$ 150. Every home, preaching center, 
and temple can now afford a murti of 
Srila Prabhupada!

Send for complete catalog—FREE!

Changing Species 
Diorama

This new portable diorama is excellent 
for preaching programs and temple 
displays. Measures 20" x 28" x 50" 
and weighs only 21 lbs. Complete with 
quilted cover. >Now only $350

4 All items sent freight collect 

F A T E  S tud ios D etroit 383  Lenox Avenue, Detroit, M ich ig a n  48215  USA
wm m m m m m m m m m m rnm m m m m m m m m m + im m m m m m m m m m m m m m m m m m m m m
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...TM: Is it meditation?
the mantra because thoughts other than 
the mantra are no obstacle to correct 
meditation... Thoughts while employing 
the TM  technique are only the n o n sp e
cific report o f  normalization o f  stress.

The TM  technique, hence, is not meditation 
(according to standard dictionary defini
tions), but more like relaxation: “ to relieve 
from nervous tension, strain, or effort.”  The 
Bhagavad-gita clearly explains that medita
tion is not relaxing, emptying, or aimless 
wandering of the mind, but a conscious, de
liberate focusing of the mind on a spiritual 
object: “ The yogi...should practice yoga by 
controlling the mind and senses, purifying 
the heart and fix in g  the m ind on one po in t." 
(Bg 6.12)

Finally, what about the goal of the TM 
technique? Is it “ transcendental?”  Hardly. 
Any system of transcendental meditation 
must bring one to an understanding of one's 
transcendental nature—that one is not this 
temporary, ever-changing physical body, 
but spiritual, eternal and changeless. An ex
periential understanding of that fact must, if 
the experience is genuine, act to decrease 
one’s interest in and attachment to tempo
rary, material objects and goals. A person in 
transcendental consciousness, a liberated 
soul, is no longer attracted to external, 
material things, which provide only tempo
rary, flickering pleasure, but to the Supreme: 

Such a liberated person is not attracted to 
m ater ia l sense p leasure  or ex terna l 
objects but is always in trance, enjoying 
the pleasure within.
The goal o f authentic transcendental 

meditation is to reach this sublime state of 
being in which one realizes one’s transcen
dental identity and acts accordingly. Tran
scendental knowledge impels transcendental 
action. If  we examine testimonials to the 
TM  technique, however, we discover that in

almost every case, purely material motives 
and expectations are involved: relax and 
enjoy life, become successful in business or 
improve one's sex life.

A fter I  started the TM  technique every 
day just got brighter and brighter. I tran
sc e n d e d  r ig h t aw ay a n d  h a d  m any  
glimpses o f  pure consciousness. 1 was 
finally getting what Td been looking fo r  
b u t was a lw a ys  m issin g . N ow  I 'm  
working again and just got promoted. 
(TM . p. 45)

M y wife told me I  was a lousy lover. 
One o f  the men I play g o lf with said that 
Transcendental M editation would really 
help. So. in desperation. /  tried il. It has! 
Now m y problem  is keeping m y wife 
fro m  telling everybody about the dra
m a tic  im p ro v em en t in our sex  lives. 
(Tranquility W ithout Pills— All About 
Transcendental M editation)
TM  is nothing more than a relaxation 

technique which may calm frazzled nerves; a 
space-age consumer-oriented business 
enterprise consisting of hundreds of fran
chised outle ts—like McDonalds’ ham
burgers—that sells tranquility instead of 
hamburgers; a high-priced technique to 
“ cope”  in an uncertain and hostile world.

One who is genuinely interested in medi
tation or in “ transcending”  should make an 
effort to learn about these things by going to 
the source: the ancient spiritual texts of 
India, the Vedic literatures. Therein, one is 
instructed to meditate upon the supreme 
spiritual entity, Krishna. In Bhagavad- 
gita (S%. 8.7-8) Krishna instructs Arjuna: 

You should always think o f  Me in the 
form  o f  Krishna and at the same time carry 
out your prescribed duty... He who medi
ta tes on the  S u p rem e P ersonality o f  
Godhead, his m ind constantly engaged in 
remembering Me. undeviated from  the 
path, he is sure to reach Me.

The Vedic texts recommend that in the 
present age, the easiest and most universally 
practicable form of meditation on Krishna is 
the meditation on His divine names. The 
Padma Purana affirms that the name of 
Krishna is Krishna Himself—His incarna
tion in the form of sound.

Being identical with Krishna, the holy 
name can bestow all spiritual benedictions 
upon the chanter. Coming directly into con
tact with Krishna through His divine names, 
one’s original, primordial, transcendental 
consciousness is gradually revived; one 
becomes joyful, one attains liberation from 
this material world and is elevated to 
Krishna's abode in the transcendental 
world. Theistic Vedic literatures specifically 
recom m end the m a h a -m a n tr a : Hare 
Krishna, Hare Krishna, Krishna Krishna, 
Hare H are/H are Rama, Hare Rama, 
Rama Rama, Hare Hare. To attain the 
supreme goal of life, no other mantra is 
necessary.

Inasmuch as Krishna Consciousness is 
quite definitely a process of transcendental 
m editation, the Krishna Consciousness 
Movement has every right to use the term

“ transcendental meditation" to describe its 
intrinsic function.

In the name of “ truth in advertising," I'd 
like to suggest that the Maharishi's organi
zation cease and desist from using the term 
“ transcendental meditation,”  inasmuch as 
the term does not accurately describe the 
TM  technique. 1 suggest that Maharishi's 
fan club simply change their name to one 
that more truthfully and accurately reflects 
their product. I’ve given the matter some 
thought, and I’ve come up with the follow
ing:

1) Tension A/itigation, or
2) Tranquil Metabolism

Or, if they don’t mind changing the acro
nym, I would suggest any of the folio aing:

1) M ISER  (M aharish i's  Instant Stress
and Excitation Relief)

2) M EAT (Maharishi’s Eliminating Ag
gravation Technique)

3) SOAP (Spaced Out And Placid)
or, finally:

4) TWERP (Tranquility Without Effort,
Remorse, or Perturbation).

Firm brings nectar to door
BOMBAY—The Standard Literature Co. Pvt. Ltd., one of India's most prestigious book 
companies, recently signed a contract with the Bombay office of the Bhaktivedanta Book 
Trust (BBT) to conduct door-to-door sales of 300 sets of Srila Prabhupada's 17-volume 
English translation of Chaitanya-Charitamrita.

The Chaitanya-charitamrita is the principal work on the life and teachings of Sri Krishna 
Chaitanya, an incarnation of Krishna who appeared in Bengal 500 years ago to teach the 
chanting of God’s holy names as the best means of realizing Him in this age.

Mr. Bose, president of Standard Literature, himself a follower of Lord Chaitanya, has 
visited the ISKCON center at Sridham Mayapur, the holy place of Sri Chaitanya’s appear
ance and pastimes. Having personally met Srila Prabhupada and being very impressed with 
his writings. Mr. Bose is now eager to distribute his books throughout India.

Mr. Bose predicts that the sets of Chaitanya-charitamrita will be sold out within 9 months. 
He plans to order another 200 sets. His company will also purchase 100 sets of Srila Prabhu
pada's 29-volume Srimad-Bhagavatam  as soon as all the volumes become available through 
the Bombay BBT.

When the media asks for the 
facts about the Hare Krishna 
movement, what do you do? 
UMK-1, of course!

UM K-1: The Universal Media Kit
HERE'S WHAT YOU GET—
* S ix  firs t-c la ss , b la ck-a n d -w h ite  g lo ssy  p h o to g ra p h s  show ing  IS K C O N  
activ ities a ro u n d  the w orld, in c lu d in g  captions. A ll  p h o to s  are su itab le f o r  
new spapers, m agazines, a n d  television .
* E leven  pages o f  per fec t, m ed ia -ready  copy. Use as is fo r  all E nglish-lan
guage m ed ia ; easily a d a p ta b le  to  any o th e r  language.
* H ead ings include: a  m m  H  m m  u m  m m  H  M  n

•  P h ilo so p h y  a n d  Practices I  ISKC ON Office of Public Affairs
•  L ife s ty le  a n d  D ress •  3764 Watsek* Avenue
•  H is to r y /S ta tis tic s  ■ ¡ «^nR e'es, CA 90034

(includes w orldw ide fig u re s )  ®
•  F arm  C o m m u n itie s  I
•  F estiva ls  ® Pleasesend— r — U M K-l(s) at U. S. $5
•  F o o d  a n d  R estauran ts  I  PostPa'd Pcr klt
•C h u rc h  G o vern m en t ■ p)ease send_______ photQ set(s) a, y  s
•  P ub lica tions  |  53 postpaid per set.

* Three p a g es o f  com p reh en sive
in stru c tio n s a n d  ideas f o r  using  1  T . , . , , ,, c c■ Total amount of order: U. S. S_______
U M K -1 . Foreign currency add U. S. $1 exchange

Price: V. S. $5.00 |  fee
postpaid per kit |  Name_______________________________

(photos only—$3.00) Address
WUhIn V. S.: tend cuh. check, or money order.
Outside V. S.: la id  bank draft or International 
n o n * ; order for U. S. currency drawn on a bank |  C i t y  _ 

an L. A. branch or representative, or
non-U. S. currency, Including SI currency ex- ■  Country 
chant* fee per k it. ■

N EW  Y O R K  — 
Krishna, Atjuna, 
and the Bhagavad- 
g ita  take center 
stage in a new op
era getting rave 
reviews here. News- 
week's recent re
view said that Sat- 
yagraha deals with 
the early life  of 
Mahatma Gandhi, 
and that the libret
to is “ nothing but 
passages in San
s k r i t  f ro m  the 
Bhagavad-gita, the 
Hindu scripture.”

U n m  VvVI f ISKCON WORLD REVIEW l i d i  1 UU1. and the International Office 
of Public Affairs is rapidly increasing its worldwide 
preaching—and you can help! Applications are now 
being accepted for the following services: advertis
ing management, artwork, bookkeeping, business 
m anagem ent, circulation m anagem ent, editing, 
fundraising, graphic arts, photography, proofread
ing, radio and TV preaching, secretarial work, trans
lation, typesetting, VIP cultivation, and writing. 
Reply to Mukunda dasa, ISKCON International 
Office of Public Affairs, 3764 Watseka Ave., Los An
geles, CA 90034 USA, including background and 
personal information.

Krishna stars in N. Y. opera



Rat bay atra- i^ r
the eternai festival

Krishna: The Source of All Rainbows
By Rupamanohara d a * a 1 1 c r r . no one in the temple done a tor

rade before, so we didn't really know what we were going to do,”  said Raghava prabhu, 
| " Isn't that wonderful! Isn't that wonderful! The Hare Krishna flo a t is coming down the §one o f the temple's s ta ff |  r '  ^

street." Suddenly, I.ord Jagannatha's canopy was raised "I can't believe it—look, it’s || members. 
going up. This is w onderful1" —Hawaiian TV Commentator | i  But Lord Jagannatha in-

§ tervened. After the devotees |:J  | T <  |  j  0 / I  1 |

HONOLULU, H A W A I I  The t h e m e  of Honolulu’s 35th annual Aloha Week had been building the 
I l<>ral P a ra d e  was “ R a i n b o w s  ol \ l o h a . "  so the devotee-,  here aptK n a m e d  1 ord tor  t hr ee  davs.  an elderly

Jagannatha’s prize winning chariot float, “ Krishna: ITie Source ol All Rainbows " |f Hawaiian woman who hail H
,.,r The ISKCON floa t, lavishly been watching approached

d e c o r a t e d  wi th m or e  t h a n  40.000 a nd  said t hat  she woul d like
-  red. white, pink, and peppermint to help Her name was Myrna She had been decorating parade floats for more than

■ ■ P  , leaves, ba- twenty years, including floats for the famous Rose Bowl Parade.
~ n a n a  leaves, terns, and fresh fruits. \X’hen the time came to put the flowers and other decorations on the cart, she was there 

W *J \  won second place out of 91 entries j| from start to finish, staying up all night, ecstatically engaged in the service of the Lord.
jP ‘ *  i  But at one point, the devotees| Live TV coverage reached a local audience of 500,000, and more than 100,000spectators

«P L* were in tremendous anxiety about § lined the three-mile parade route.
how the float would be decorated.i| A Hare Krishna festival site complete with art exhibits, sumptuous prasadam,bookdis-

■  '■«Hfe  No one who was on the Rathjp plays, and tumultuous kirtana was set up at the end of the route. » |  *  p ip

Hawaii’s Jagannatha charfot/floatwon second plac* out of 91 m iM m  In Honolulu's annual Aloha Parade; inset, Mother Myrna, sent by Lord Jagannatha.
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Rousseau’s castle comes home
30,000 to visit 75-room French temple each weekend

By Bhutatma data

D ’ERMENONVILLE, FRANCE—The 75-room stone 
castle once served as the home of Jean Jacques 
Rousseau, the 18th century French philosopher- 

statesman.
The French king Henry IV summered here, and Emperor 

Napoleon once visited the spacious chateau and toured the 
exquisite garden-park designed by Rousseau.

On any given spring and summer weekend, 30,000 
tourists Hock to see the landmark and visit the nearby 
zoo, amusement park, and unique sand dune park.

But visitors this year w ill be bedazzled by some 
unique new features, headed by their beautiful Lord
ships Sri Sri Radha-Parisishvara, the Paris Deities Who 
now grace the altar of the spacious temple room.

From now on, visitors will be met at the nearby lake 
shore by exotically decorated boats waiting to trans
port them to Radha-Parisishvara’s breathtaking new 
temple. Once on the temple grounds, they w ill tour a 
Vedic museum, a series of rooms featuring diora
mas, sculptures, paintings, and Indian art pieces, 
each depicting unique aspects of Krishna conscious 
culture. Guests will be escorted through the exhibits 
along a corridor formed by a velvet rope, a tour that 
w ill culminate in the ornate temple room with the 
darshan of the Deities. When the Deity doors are 
closed, special video shows will offer guests a view 
of the beautiful arati ceremony.

Upstairs, fifty  luxurious hotel rooms, tastefully 
decorated in Indian decor, will be available for 
guests wishing to spend their holiday in Vai- 

kuntha. The gracious rooms overlook the 
! surrounding lake and countryside, creat

ing an idyllic setting for appreciating 
Krishna conscious association 
Rouueau’t  
chateau/ p 3

Vol. 1 No. 8 N ewspaper o f the Hare Krishna Movement

UN labor chief joins Krishna
The nations o f  the world had sought unity through the 

League o f  Nations and recently through the United Na
tions. The League failed, and so will the United Nations, 
unless it recognizes the true spiritual unity and equality o f  
all living beings in terms o f  their intimate relations with 
the Supreme Personality o f  Godhead....Creating peace 
and unity is the duty o f  the Vaishnavas.

Srila Prabhupada-lilamrita, 
The biography o f  Srila Prabhupada  

by Satsvarupa dasa Goswami

NEW VRINDABAN, W V—At least one UN official will 
bring true spiritual vision to his job now, for Pierre

Adossama, director of the International Labor Organiza
tion (ILO ) of the UN, recently joined the Hare Krishna 
Movement, taking spiritual initiation from Srila Kirtan- 
ananda Swami Bhaktipada.

Adossama. now known as Ananta dasa, said in a recent 
interview: “ I have reached an age now where I can say that 
not all that I have done corresponds to the aspirations of 
the people whom I lead. I feel that I must find another way 
of helping and living with others.

“ After all, I am working for the UN—I am serving all the 
countries—but I don’t think the main goal I am pursuing

UN In itia l* / p. 3 UN official: A need for spiritual qualities

WORLD
Motor City mansion reveals 
scenes from spiritual world
By Adi Deva dasa
D irector, FATE Detroit

T he word “ fate”  has little meaning for 
Hare Krishna devotees, fo r we 
know that with a pure desire and 

Krishna’s help, anything is possible.

The yogi and the spaceman, left, from Detroit FATE’S 
Space/Outer Space” exhibit. Adi Deva dasa, at 

right, sculpts forms for the “ Changing Bodies” diorama.

But FATE is a different story. Within 
just a few months, Detroit ISKCON is 
bound by FATE to enter a powerful new 
era for preaching Krishna Consciousness.

Plans for the Detroit diorama museum 
actually began in 1978, when the artists 
and craftsmen of the First AmericariTran- 

scendcntal Exhibition 
(FATE) in Los Angel
es were putting the 
finishing touches on 
the spectacular multi- 
media, computerized 
exhibition there.

risha prabhu (Alfred 
B ru s h  F o r d — th e  
g re a t-g ra nd son  o f 
H en ry  F o rd ), had 
originally wanted to 
install one or two ex
hibits in the fabulous 
F is h e r  m a n s io n , 

|  home o f IS K C O N  
£ Detroit.

His idea was to in
stall dioramas in two 
drydocks called boat- 
wells on the water
front property so that

guests could get a glimpse of the spiritual 
world.

Soon plans were expanded to include 
seven exhibits, all glorifying Krishna’s 
pastimes. The addition of the “ Changing 
Bodies”  diorama which deals with trans
migration of the soul made eight.

Devotees worked at a feverish pitch in a 
huge Los Angeles studio, cranking out 
hundreds of silicone molds o f Vedic archi
tecture, calves and cowherd boys, and even 
the grass-like texture of the ground and 
the bark of the kalpavriksha trees -the 
whole spiritual sky reflected in fiberglass.

What were spiritual aspirants doing 
messing around w ith  smelly polyester 
resins and so many other modern, man- 
made substances9 Why all the electronic 
wizardry?

FA T E  was created to f u l f i l l  S rila  
Prabhupada’s desire to place preaching 
dioramas in each of his centers throughout 
the world—the art form so dear to his 
spiritual master, Srila Bhaktisiddhanta 
Thakura. Mass produced molds facilitate 
that desire by allowing Krishna’s form, 
associates, and paraphernalia to be easily 
reproduced and transported anywhere.

FATE D e tro it/ p. 3
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Prof raps 
speculators, 
offers Gita
SAN JOSE, COSTA R IC A -A  leading 
professor at the University of Costa Rica 
has challenged the dry speculations of 
famous Western philosophers and offered 
in their place the teachings of the planet's 
oldest books of wisdom, the Bhagavad- 
gita and the Vedas.

In a paper presented before the universi
ty’s General Assembly, Rodrigo Cordero 
Viquez, professor of general studies, deliv
ered a biting critique of modern philosophy, 
and proposed a curriculum centered upon 
a Vedic Studies program based on Srila 
Prabupada’s books.

“ It has been an honor and a pleasure for 
me to study the scholarly translations of 
Vedic literature by His Divine Gracc, whom 
I consider a worthy successor to the 
exalted school of metaphysics enunciated 
b\ Srila Vyasadeva. By reference to the 
p ro found  comm entaries o f such an 
eminent author. Western philosophers will 
¡K-tter understand the thinking of intellec
tuals of the stature of Plato, Aristotle, St. 
Thomas Aquinas, Kant, Hegel, and 
Heidegger, and modern statesmen will 
gain the necessary knowledge by which to 
establish a just and united society,”  the 
professor said.

10,000 copies each of Sri lahopanlahad 
and The Nectar of Devotion were re
cently printed In Thailand. Sri laho- 
panlshad cover shown above.

THE ISRAEL WEEKLY NEW SMAGAZINE______
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hypocrite,”  Loven Pe° P'ee x p la in e d  L o v e n .
.g n o ra n t  o f  o u r  w ay o n > fc ^ l d  sc o rn  rne

SmrP'
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By Michelle Amdur

H A II-A . IS R A E L  G ad  L oven , k n o w n  to  
h is fe llow  H a r e K r is h n a s a s G u n a  A v a ta ra .

m a s te r  sa t o n  a cu sh io n , c o n te m p la tin g . 
U n lik e  H a re  K r.sh n a  ™ m b e r s  .n o th e r  

p a r ts  o f th e  w o rld . L oven  w as no t dressed .n 
th e  tr a d i tio n a l  ro b es, n o r  w as h is body 
m in te d  w ith  tw elve tilaka  m ark in g s  d ab s  
o f ho ly  c lav  f ro m  the  m u d  b a n k s  of holy 
In d ia n  r iv ers . S u c h  d ress  is r e s e r v e . f o r ^
ligious c e rem o n ies  a lone . A n i
ru n  h is r e s ta u ra n t  th e  m a in  so u rce  of live 
„ h o o d  fo r  the  H are  K r.shna  M ovem ent here
1 ov en  m u st a p p e a r  in c o n v e n tio n a l d ress  to  
e n su re  p r o te c t io n  ag a in s t ’ag g resso rs  an d

' B ut he  is n o t d is tu rb e d , fo r K rish n a  C o n 
f e s s  h a s  ta u g h t h im  th a t th e  bod y  is a 
te m p le  o f  G o d . an d  th a t  m an  is n o t * e  
m a s te r , b u t th e  se rv an t o f  G o d . 1 h ro u g h  
c h a n tin g  th e  L o rd ’s n am e, we rise a b o v e  th e , 
w o rld  o f  m a te ria l th in g s  an d  reach  a  level o 
s p ir itu a l c o n sc io u sn ess .” he e x p la in ed .

Five years ago, L oven left his k ib b u t/ hom e

o i .
\  R h a k tiv c d a n ta  S w am i P ra b h u p a d a .

CilStero n g  n a tio n a lis tic  fee lings a m o n g  Is ra e 
l s  h i v e  im p e d e d  K rish n a  d e v o tio n , a n d  re- 
nuncialion of ,h< „«ply-rooKO ;
islie to ta g . « « . t o ^
th e m se lv es  they  adm it. By serv in g  » 
nation o n e 'is  serving som eth.ng material
an d  is th e re fo re  n o t t o t a l l y d e v o t e d ^
T o  rise ab o v e  J u d a ism  a n d  feelings fo r  th e  
c o u n try  h as  b een  d ifficu lt, b u t it is necessary  
if one ^s to  p ro g ress  in sp ir itu a l c o n sc .o u s-

nCIn itia tion^  in to  K rish n a  sp ir itu a l life in 
vo lves fo u r  c o n d itio n s . A b s tin e n ce  fro m  
in to x ic a tio n , in c lu d in g  co ffee , te a . d ru g  
a n d  so m e  m e d ic a tio n , g am b lin g , a n d  illicit 
sex  V e g e ta r ia n ism  is a lso  a p re re q u is i . 
O n ly  in th is  w ay. th ey  believe, can  an  in d i
v id u a l e n d o w  h im self w ith  a u s te rity , m ercy , 
t r u th fu ln e s s , an d  c lean liness.

B u t b es ides a  s tr in g  o f  b ead s w o rn  a ro u n d  
th e  neck to  signify  th a t  th e  fo llo w er is,cEarn
ed to  h is sp ir itu a l m a s te r  an d  G o d . little  else

«»" 1 «  en ts  trh m  av e rag e  citizens. T h ey  a r e  aw are
of o p p o s it io n  to  th e ir  m o v e m e n t, b u t insis t
that Krishna Consciousness is a necessity

*h ” M e a n in g  an d  rea lity  w ere m iss in g  m  life, 
b u t now  we have d isc o v e red  it. th ey  say .
• an d  we w an t to  sh a re  th is  d isc o v e ry .

ness in the western world- In 1977J  
pada died, leaving strict orders that Loven 
and two other followers were to open a Hare
Krishna center in Israel. I he mostim -  Aviv. Guna Avatara, below,
began here in 1978. y ewSview cover: hannama in 

The lifestyle of the sfudies scripture
twenty members o f ------------ —
t h e  H a r e  K r i s h n a  
c o m m u n i t y  i s  f a r  
m o re  c o m p lex  th a n  
th e  a v e ra g e  c itizen ’s.

They rise every 
morning at four, clean 
themselves, and then 
chant and meditate 
lor three and-a-hall 
hours. Afterwards, 
they attend a one- 
hour class where 
scriptures are studied 
and members learn 
how to apply their 
knowledge in every
day life Following a 
healthy breakfast, the 
rest of the day is taken 
up with regular duties, 
and in the evening 
chanting and medita-

n u

IP *

Vedic cultural center ‘knocks out’ poet
D ETROIT American visionary poet 

Allen Ginsberg received an invita
tion in the mail in 1966 which urged 

him to “ Practice the transcendental sound 
vibration. Hare Krishna, Hare Krishna.

Poet Allen Ginsberg belore cftafcra-wleldlng Lord Vtahnu.

Krishna Krishna. Hare Hare, Hare Rama. 
Hare Rama. Rama Rama, Hare Hare. This 
chanting will cleanse the dust from the mir
ror of the mind."

G insberg, who la ter met w ith  S rila  
Prabhupada on many 
occasions (bo th  in 
New York and San 
Fransisco) and who 
often donated money 
and musical instru
ments, openly admits 
his affection for Srila 
Prabhupada:

T he m a in  th in g , 
above and beyond all

■ our differences, was 
| an aroma o f  sweetness 
» that he had, a person- 
\ at. selfless sweetness
2 like total devotion. 
! A n d  that was what 

always conquered me.

whatever intellectual questions or doubts /  
had, or even cynical views o f  ego. In his 
presence, there was a k ind  o f  personal charm 
coming fro m  dedication, to conquer all our 
conflicts."

Last January, the poet again visited with 
members of the Hare Krishna Movement— 
this time at Detroit’s New Devasadan Vedic 
cultural center.

Upon hearing that Ginsberg was in town 
for a poetry reading, Adi Deva dasa, direc
tor of Detroit’s FATE project, invited him 
for lunch and a tour of the temple and muse
um. Upon arriving, Ginsberg remarked, 
"Holy cow! When did you get this place?” 

The poet, who was especially attracted by 
the Samsara exhibit depicting transmigra
tion of the soul, said that he first chanted the 
Hare Krishna mantra many years ago in 
India at Kumbha Mela.

Recalling the last time he saw Srila 
Prabhupada in 1975 in London, Ginsberg 
said:

"I came to the temple where we sal and  
talked about theistic and non-theistic philos
ophy. Then I chanted a Buddhist mantra 
and the Hare Krishna mantra fo r  him. He 
said that I  chanted the Hare Krishna mantra 
with more strength than the other m antra."

After speaking to the devotees about some 
of his early association with Srila Prabhu-

pada, playing 
h a r m o n i u m  be 

IB F , fore  the  Deit ies.
t o u r i n g  the  mu-  
seum, taking 
prasadam, and 
accepting vol
umes of Srila 
Prabhupada’s 
biography (Pra- 
bhupada-lilam- 
rita), Ginsberg 
noted, “ This 
place is a real

Taking home Lllamrltaa knockout!
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We took the position that 
the French government 
must once and fo r  all 
decide what is a sect 
and what is a 
religion, based on 
objective information.

Srila Bhagsvan Coswami

Patriotic sentiments blaze; national landmark transformed into Valkuntha

...Rousseau’s chateau
But as one might expect, such a tremendous instrument for 

spreading the fame of Lord Chaitanya was not acquired with
out an accompanying deluge of excitement and anxiety and 
difficulties.

“ For some time we had been on the lookout for a suitable 
property, something not too far from Paris," Srila Bhagavan 
explained. “ We needed easy access to the city for preaching 
and harinama chanting parties.”

But the new owner was very particular about who she'd sell 
her beloved hotel to, and “among those she would not consider

were religious sects, especially those who 
wear costumes,”  Srila Bhagavan said with 
a grin.

So the agent /devotee (who also wears a 
“ costume” ) began to tell her of ISKCON’s 
social services and humanitarian work 
around the world, stressing how we are sin
cere seekers of God-consciousness,” Srila 
Bhagavan said, “ and she agreed to meet 
over dinner.

“ She turned out to be a real character, at 
age 45, a self-made millionairess, and she 
took a real liking to us,” Srila Bhagavan 
continued. “ Eventually, she agreed to our 
price, and we finalized the agreement.” 

But what should have been the end was 
only the beginning. Feeling the chateau to 
be part of France’s national heritage, some 
of the local residents, roused by their pa
triotic sentiments, ignited an uproar over 
the devotees acquiring the property. These 
agitated townspeople stirred the mayor 
and city council into action, and together 
they threatened and forced the owner into 
withdrawing her offer, even though she 
had become fond of the devotees and was 
pleased with the agreement.

In response to their unfair pressure, 
support for the devotees surfaced from 
among the owner’s relatives, friends, and 
employees. Finally, after a month of delib
eration, she agree to sell, and ISKCON 
quickly and quietly 

took possession. But the calm was short
lived. By the third day a storm o f reac
tion and publicity hit.

“ For weeks, it was a top story in the 
news as opponents o f ISKCON 
attempted to discredit us," Srila Bhaga
van Goswami explained. “ Fortunately, 
the media coverage was in-depth, so it 
afforded us an outstanding opportunity 
to preach and establish the validity of our 
movement. We took the position that the 
French government must once and for all 
decide what is a sect and what is a reli

gion, based on objective information. We accused the govern
ment of being superstitious, and demanded that they study the 
different religious groups to define exactly what is business, 
what is psychiatry, and what is religion.”

“ While covering the controversy, two of the largest national 
television shows gave highly favorable impressions of ISK
CON, the best publicity we've ever had,”  he went on. "The 
national magazine L'E.xpress, which is the Time of France, 
carried a two-page article with five photographs, and hun
dreds of other magazines and newspapers featured reports 
day-by-day.”

“ The tremendous nationwide attention we received also 
contributed to another amazing episode,”  Srila Bhagavan 
continued.

“ Permission for our secondary school at our farm commu
nity, New Mayapur, to extend instruction to include students 
from 10- to 17-years-old, was being obstructed by a rascal 
local politician. But when this media coverage revealed the 
truth about our movement and the high standard of education 
at the gurukula, more important officials simply ignored his 
complaints and granted their approval."

So what started as a plan to discredit our society turned into 
a rare opportunity for large-scale preaching and publicity. 
Those people who initially opposed the devotees moving in 
have now come to accept them as the chateau’s new residents. 
And, as Srila Bhagavan concluded, “ With all of France fully 
aware of our being here, we are 
even more inspired to develop 
the new temple as a landmark 
o f cultural interest for attract
ing people to Lord Chaitanya’s 
sankirlana movement."

...FATE Detroit
and the lights, sound, and moving, speaking figures rival 
Disneyland for attractiveness. As a matter of fact, when tour
ing the Los Angeles mu
seum, ex-Beatle George 
Harrison said, “ It’s bet
ter than Disneyland."

The boatwells don’t 
look like boatwells any
more; they’ve been trans-

Slladltya-devl dasl puts 
finishing touches on a 
doll, soon to become 
one of the Lord's inti
mate associates.

formed into three walk-through theaters containing nine dio
ramas, where visitors can view wondrous scenes from the spir
itual world—like Lord Krishna's birth in the prison of King 
Kamsa; Vasudeva carrying baby Krishna across the river 
Yamuna; Mother Yashoda peering into Krishna's mouth and

w itnessing  His U niversal 
Form; Krishna slaying Bak- 
asura, a demon who had mys
tically taken the form of a 
huge crane; and the rasa-lila

* . dance o f Krishna and the
gopis.

Upstairs in the Vedic cul
tural center, devotees are in
stalling 30 seats for guests to 
co m fo rta b ly  experience a 
com puterized slide show/ 
narration.

Although the museum isn't 
officially open to the public 
yet, this miraculous synthesis 
of transcendence and technol
ogy has already floored one 
ce lebrity—American poet 
Allen Ginsberg. “ This place 
is a real knockout,”  he said.

...UN initiate
can be achieved without spiritual qualities,”  he said.

Before assuming directorship of the ILO. Ananta dasa was 
that organization's regional director tor 50 African countries, 
and before joining the UN he was the prime minister o f Togo, 
in West Africa, where he had previously served as Minister of 
Education, Minister of Labor, Minister of Foreign Affairs, 
and Minister of Finance.

“ One of the main reasons I decided to take initiation was 
to learn about the laws that govern the world. I hope it will 
help me improve my human qualities and give me the moral 
support of those who work with me, so that I can teach people 
how to work peacefully, effectively, and in harmony.

“ The question comes to mind—can a man rule the world or 
a country without knowing the laws of nature? It’s impossible. 
You cannot rule without knowing the laws which subtly 
govern the world. So we must try our best to learn about God 
and His laws in order to better fu lfill our responsibilities.

“ But I must begin with myself. I f  I don't have harmony in 
myself, I can’t expect to create harmony around me. So I’ll 
start by changing my life, changing my moral and spiritual 
qualities, so that I will be able to truly help the people of 
the world,”  the new initiate said.
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Labor chief’s initiation opens 
UN to spiritual solutions
Prabhupada’s vision: A chance to offer society a brain

Recently, as our lead story in this issue reports, the direc
tor of the United Nations’ International Labor Organi
zation (ILO ) became an initiated member of the Hare 

Krishna Movement.
Not only has Pierre Adossama’s (Anantadasa’s) life changed 

dramatically by his becoming a preacher of Krishna Con
sciousness, but never before in modem times has a person in 
such an internationally-prestigious position become a repre
sentative of Sri Chaitanya Mahaprabhu. We can only guess at 
the devastating effect that his influence (and that of the other 
honest world leaders who w ill follow his example in the coming 
years) w ill have upon the sinful age of Kali.

We can gather some clues about Ananta dasa’s mission 
from a prophetic conversation Srila Prabhupada had with a for
mer ILO  director—a Mr. Hennis, an Englishman—nearly 
eight years ago in Geneva, Switzerland.

Mr. Hennis was eager to demonstrate to Srila Prabhupada 
that the IL O  was working for “ social justice” —“ that every 
class of worker should have their proper place in society...a full 
measure of human dignity...a proper share of material rewards 
and leisure.”

And Srila Prabhupada gave his 
opinion: “ The UN should think how 
the whole human society can live 
peacefully for the purpose of life— 
not whimsically, without any pur
pose. But i f  I ask any philosopher, 
any scientist, ‘What is the purpose of 
life?’ he cannot explain. TTiat means 
there is a lack of the intelligent class 
of men....The U N  should keep a class 
of men who act as the brain and guide 
everyone so that they all become hap
py. That is the purpose of our move
ment."

Krishna Consciousness philoso
phy states tha t se lf-rea liza tion  
through God realization is the goal of 
human life, not profit, distinction, 
and adoration. Srila Prabhupada ex
plained in detail to Mr. Hennis the 
scientific method o f organizing the social body that Lord 
Krishna prescribes in Bhagavad-Gita. The brahmanas, or first- 
class men who practice religious principles and cultivate spiri
tual knowledge, are meant to be the brain of the social body. 
The other classes—kshatriyas (protectors and administrators), 
vaishyas (food producers and merchants), and shudras (crafts
men and workers)—are the arms, stomach, and legs of this 
body.

“ The U N ,”  Srila Prabhupada said, “ is taking care of these 
other departments of society, but why is it neglecting the first- 
class department?”

Mr. Hennis conceded that throughout history the priestly 
or brahminical class has held an important role, but argued that 
it was not the United Nations’ responsibility to impose a mor
al system on the sovereign states of the world.

“ Now the so-called priestly class is amending the Biblical

injunction according to their whims,”  said Srila Prabhupada. 
“ The injunction is, ‘Thou shalt not k ill,’ but the priestly class 
and all other classes are simply killing by maintaining slaugh
terhouses. How can they guide? I have asked so many Chris
tian gentlemen, including priests, but they can give only vague 
answers...My point is there is a lack of brain. How can the 
leaders maintain slaughterhouses and not think they are sinful? 
Yet still they want to be happy without caring for God. That is 
a lack of brain. I f  the human society is brainless, i f  there are no 
real leaders, you may make hundreds of organizations, but 
society w ill never be happy. This is our verdict.

“ Everyone has some religion—whether he’s Hindu, Chris
tian, Muslim, or Jew—it doesn’t matter, but there must be dis
crimination between sinful and pious activities,”  Srila Prabhu
pada continued. “ That is human society. I f  the human being 
does not discriminate between sinful and pious acts, that shows 
a lack of brain and he is no better than the animal.”

The UN official replied, “ My organization is concerned with 
taking away the obstacles that prevent people from obtaining a 
brain. One o f the obstacles is just plain poverty. One of the ob

stacles is overwork. Besides, people 
can’t be accused of engaging in sinful 
activities i f  they don’t think that what 
they are doing is sinful.”

At this point, Srila Prabhupada 
simply laughed, because all of the 
unfortunate conditions from which 
man suffers are the result of karma. 
Poverty, famine, natural disaster, 
and war—all the world’s problems— 
are the result of sinful activities, and 
a sinful society must pay the price. 
“ I f  people have no knowledge of 
what is sinful,”  Srila Prabhupada 
said, “ what is the use of instructing 
them, ‘Don’t commit sin.’? You 
must know the laws of nature—what 
God wants. God does not want the 
human beings to be sinful. They will 
be punished.”  “ The UN, such a 
leading force, is organized for the 

total benefit of human society, but there is no department that 
can be called the brain organization. I f  society does not know 
what is sinful and what is pious, it is all useless. One who has no 
brain, who has lost all brain—it is simply a dead body. You 
may decorate a dead body to your full satisfaction, but what is 
the use?”

By the end of their talk, Mr. Hennis was in a hurry to leave. 
He even declined to take prasadam with Srila Prabhupada.

Now, with the initiation of Ananta dasa, we can see once 
again the transcendental result o f Srila Prabhupada’s pure de
sire to rescue humanity from its fallen condition. While Mr. 
Hennis could not accept Krishna Consciousness, Ananta has 
been placed in a position to demonstrate that it holds the solu
tions to the problems that the UN and ILO  and all other inter
national welfare organizations have been unsuccessfully wres
tling with for years.

FEE D BACK
Dear Prabhus,

Thank you fo r w riting such a nice article about me 
and the Friends of Krishna program.

As a result, I have received many letters, both from 
parents and devotees. Everyone expressed apprecia
tion and requested to be added to my mailing list.

The Friends of Krishna newsletter serves two pur
poses:
1. it provides inform ation about Krishna Conscious
ness w ithout preaching, and it gives the parents a 
place to direct the ir inquiries;
2 . it gives devotees alternative perspectives they can 
develop fo r dealing w ith angry, m isjudging parents.

I would be glad to correspond with anyone, and 
they can write me at this address:

Rose Forkash 
3950 Via Real 
Space 166
Carpenteria, CA 93013

Dear Prabhus,
Glimpses of a recent ISKCON WORLD REVIEW 

have left me somehow respectfully cursing the 
crea tor fo r these eyelids.

Satyanarayana dasa, Manager 
Bhaktivedanta Swami Charity Trust 
Mayapur, India

Dear Readers,
O ur d ifficu lty  in publishing the ISKCON WORLD 

REVIEW on schedule each month is a desperate lack 
of qualified make-up personnel. If you have experi
ence pasting up type and doing other graphic arts 
production  work, or i f  you know o f any Vaishnavas 
with this k ind o f background, please contact us and 
assist us in rapid ly spreading the glories of Lord 
Chaitanya’s wondrous sankirtana movement all over 
the world. —The Editors

T —\he UN should 
keep a class of men 
who act as the brain 

and guide everyone so 
that they all become 

happy.
—Srila Prabhupada

Catenations stun scientists: God enists
Britain's Daily Express recently published  

this article, in which two o f  that nation's top 
scientists admit that logic and science force  
them to accept the existence o f  God.

Two of Britain’s most eminent scientists 
didn't see eye-to-eye on many things when 
they began their researches into the origin of 
life.

But on one point they were quite clear: the 
notion of a “ creator”  is inconsistent with 
science.

But today. Professor Sir Fred Hoyle, an 
agnostic of Christian background and Pro
fessor Chandra Wickramasinghe, an Indian 
Buddhist, are changed men.

“ It is quite a shock,”  says Wickrama
singhe, professor of applied mathematics 
and astronomy at U niversity College, 
Cardiff. “ From my earliest training as a 
scientist I was very strongly brainwashed to 
believe that science cannot be consistent 
with any kind of deliberate creation.

“ That notion has had to be very painfully 
shed. I am quite uncomfortable in the situa
tion, the state of mind I now find myself in.

But there is no logical way out of it.”
What convinced both men were calcula

tions they each did into the mathematical 
chances of life starting spontaneously.

Each found that the 
odds against the spark 
of life igniting acci
dentally on earth were 
so long as to be un- 
graspable, and cer
tainly unpronounce
able, except in the 
mathematical jargon 
of “  10 to the power of 
40,000.”

I f  you write down 
the figure 10 and add
40,000 zeros after it, 
you have the figure.

“ For life to have 
been a chemical acci
dent on earth is like looking for a particular 
vrain of sand on all the beaches o f all the 
I »nets in the universe -  and finding it,”  says 
Wickramasinghe.

‘There is no other way 
we can understand the 
precise ordering of the 
chemicals of life except 

to invoke their 
creation on a 
cosmic scale. ’

“ Once we see that the probability of life 
originating at random is so utterly miniscule 
as to make it absurd, it becomes sensible to 
think that the favorable properties of 

physics on which life 
depends are every 
aspect deliberate,"the 
scientist said.

“ It is almost inevi
table that our own 
measures of intelli
gence must reflect 
higher intelligences— 
even to the lim it of 
God. I now find my
self driven to this po
sition by logic. There 
is no other way we can 
understand the precise 
ordering of the chemi- 
cals of life except to 

invoke their creation on a cosmic scale.”

Srila Jayatirtha Goswami Tirthapada 
com m ented on this article as fo llow s in

Britain's FOLK magazine:
Although we’re not gambling men we 

have to admit that with odds like 10 with
40,000 zeros after it to one, we would feel 
that we had made a safe bet by placing our 
entire life on the side of Divine Creation. 
The amazing thing is that so many seemingly 
intelligent men and women are still standing 
in line to bet on so-called “ scientific”  the
ories about how life has evolved from matter 
by chance.

In fact the doctrines of scientific materi
alism (Big Bang theory, Darwin’s theory, 
etc.) have stolen the intelligence of the edu
cated class of men throughout the world, 
and they, in turn, have propagated these 
atheistic conclusions to the masses by means 
of the educational establishment, the media, 
etc. Modern value structures more and 
more tend to reflect these doctrines, remov
ing the underpinnings of morality and re
lig ious principles, and propel “ c iv iliza 
tion”  towards its doom.

The working of these scientists, confirm
ing as it does the statements of the Vedic 
literatures of the ancient world, gives us 
some hope that modern man may at last be 
waking up to his folly.
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I F  I  D O N 'T  K N O W  
G O D ’ S  L A W S ,  W I L L  
H E  S T I L L  B U R N  H E ?
By Prah ladananda dasa

Ha g e r s t o w n , m d —Neatly trim
med grass sways softly in the warm 
summer breeze; leaves of the lofty elms 
brush lightly against the yellow stone build

ings of Maryland’s Correctional Institution. 
But the prison’s serene and colorful exterior 
cannot reveal the inmates’ seething frustration 
or intense desires for freedom.

Visiting the prison each week, I talk with 
members of our prison congregation and an
swer their questions about Krishna Con
sciousness. Prisoners interested in Krishna 
Consciousness are not stereotype desperados 
intent only on hacking their way out of Alca
traz; nor are they scholars dissecting Krishna 
Consciousness philosophy as an excercise in 
intellectual gymnastics. They are seldom 
educated beyond high school, but they are 
inquisitive about different ideas of life.

It’s a great challenge trying to explain 
Krishna Consciousness to the prisoners, for 
after years of mentally or physically wrestling 
with authority figures, they find it difficult to 
listen submissively. Many prisoners give most 
of their concentration to the passing of time, 
and try as they may to prod time on with their 
unlimited desires, it stubbornly, all the more 
slowly, creeps along. But when we talk about 
Krishna Consciousness, the prisoners and I 
are transported to another world; a world 
beyond the anxieties of boredom, beyond the 
animosities that the prisoners keep 
smoldering within their hearts; and beyond 
the million fears loitering in their ghostly- 
haunted minds, beyond the painful remnants 
of their wretched pasts.

Here are some of the inmates, their ques
tions, and our answers.

Joe’s doing ten years for armed robbery. 
He's short, with stubby hands, and is not 
quick with his words. After reading one of our 
magazines he wanted to find out more about 
Krishna Consciousness.
Joe: W hal'd you  mean I ’m not my body? I f  I 
s tick  a p in  in m y arm , /  sure  f e e l  it. 
Prahladananda: Although we're not the body, 
still we’re conscious o f  its pains and pleasures. 
Our consciousness, which pervades the body, 
comes fro m  us, the soul. In the Bhagavad- 
gita, Lord Krishna gives us a simple way to 
understand how we are different from  our 
material bodies. Can you remember when 
you were fiv e  years old?
Joe: Yeah. /  stole candy fro m  the kids on my  
block.
Prahladananda: What about when you were 

fifteen?
Joe: By that time /  had a sawed-off shotgun. 
Held it up to some suck- 
er's head and took his 
money. It was m y first 
real hold-up. but he hol
lered fo r  the cops, /  got 
n ervo u s , a n d  th e n  g o t 
thrown into the can.
Prahladananda: How old  
are you now?
Joe: A bout thirty.
Prahl adananda:  B u t 
you're still the same Joe.
You may hqve gone from  
a water pisto l to a shotgun 
to  jail, but you. who are 
conscious o f  the different events in your life, 
are still the same.
Joe: Where did you learn all that? 
Prahladananda: From the Vedas. The Vedas 
are books thousands o f  years older than the 
Bible, written originally in Sanskrit, the world's 
oldest language. They deal with aspects o f  
life, fro m  politics to growing plants, to how to 
please your wife. But the Vedas contain per
fec t knowledge coming from  God; they don’t 
have the same flaw s or defects we have.

Conditioned souls have fo u r basic defects: 
imperfect senses, the tendency to be illusion-

ed, the propensity to cheat others, and the in
clination to make mistakes. Modern civili
zation, based on the bodily conception o f  life, 
lacks the spiritual knowledge o f  the difference 
between the soul and the body, and therefore, 
its conclusion that the purpose o f  life is to 
satisfy the senses to the maximum, is wrong. 
But the Vedas are above material defects. 
They are not based on imperfect knowledge. 
Vedic knowledge comes from  the spiritual 
world, fro m  Lord Krishna, from God. I f  we 
want knowledge that is beyond our senses, 
beyond our experience, then we must consult 
the Vedas; we must consult an authority.

•  * *
Steve's an innocent looking kid in his late 

teens. He dealt cocaine until his grandmother 
turned him in. Now he’s serving eight years. 
He always asks the same question.
Steve: I f  we were all dancing and singing up 
there in that spiritual world you talk about, 
w hy’d  we all come down here anyway? 
Prahladananda: Because o f  envy. Som e  
souls, envious o f  the Supreme Personality o f  
Godhead, Lord Krishna, left the spiritual 
world and came to the material world. Now 
these envious souls are imagining themselves 
to be independent enjovers and controllers o f  
the material nature.

Once the senses o f  the body went on strike. 
They decided to no longer fe ed  the stomach, 
who was the real enjoyer o f  their work. "We're 
all working so hard, but the stomach is only 
eating," they said. But after some lime, the 
senses became weak, and realized that in order 
to enjoy, they must serve the stomach. Sim i
larly, we can enjoy only by serving Lord  
Krishna, the reservoir o f  all pleasure and the 
ultimate enjoyer o f  all activities. I f  we do not 
irv to please Lord Krishna, but try instead to 
independently enjoy the material world, en
joying only a reflection o f  real happiness, we 
will suffer a variety o f  material miseries. 
Steve: I f  Krishna's all-powerful, why did he let 
us take such a dive?
Prahladananda: Lord Krishna has no need o f  
anyone's service. He is the complete whole 
Himself. But He enjoys service that is offered 
to Him with love. Loving service cannot be 
forced, it must be voluntary. Therefore, 
because the soul has a minute degree o f  inde
pendence, he can choose to serve the Lord 
either directly, conscious o f  his relationship to 
Him, or indirectly, imagining himself to he 
supreme. In the latter case he will be forced to 
serve the dictations o f  the Lord’s illusory 
material energy, maya.

The Lord doesn't want us to be imprisoned 
by the deluding material energy. Although  
the external energy, maya, knows this, still she

*But when we talk about Krishna 
Consciousness, the prisoners and I  
are transported to another world; 

a world beyond the painful 
remnants of their 
wretched pasts.'

accepts the thankless task o f  keeping us under 
her spell. Thus by ignoring the Lord and His 
service, we forget our spiritual positions. The 
Lord doesn't interfere, because the material 
nature is necessary fo r  our reformation. But 
because our loving Father wants to relieve the 
sufferings o f  the conditioned souls. He comes 
down fro m  the spiritual kingdom, displays 
His transcendental pastimes, and speaks His 
instructions, fo u n d  in literatures such as the 
Bhagavad-gita.

• * *
Dave's a former heroin addict, and he looks

like he’s still shooting the stuff. In prison 
there’s nothing much going on, (although I 
was told by some prisoners that drugs and 
prostitutes are available) so prisoners some
times sleep a lot. They are also inside most of 
the day and don’t get very much sunlight, so 
their complexions are usually a little pale and 
their eyes are usually bloodshot, with big 
bags beneath them. The area under Dave’s 
eyes look something like the eyes of a basset- 
hound after being smacked by a baseball bat. 
Dave: Well, man, as fa r  as I'm concerned I ’ve 
messed up most o f  m y life looking fo r  happi
ness. But how can you be sure that no one is 
happy in the material world, as you say? 
Prahladananda: Because we are always 
afflicted by different material miseries, 
we can never be peaceful in the ma
terial world. A nd  there is no 
question o f  happiness without ‘ 
peace. As conditioned souls,

fingerprints through police files, they found 
out who he actually was. Now he’s back in 
Maryland Correctional Institution.
Paul: Is karma always bad? Does karma 
mean that I am destined to be in jail no matter 
what I do?
Prahladananda: Karma means the reactions 
we receive from our work. Karma is som e
tim es called  g o o d  or bad. I f  we work  
according to the laws o f  God we will obtain 
material happiness, or good karma, and i f  we 
violate the laws o f  God, we will obtain mate
rial distress, or bad karma. Because o f  his 
previous works one man may obtain wealth

'I f we're all dancing and singing in that spiritual world, then w hy’d  we all come down hereT

we are always subject to different miseries 
such as birth, old age, disease, and death. We 
also suffer from  other miseries— those arising 
fro m  natural disturbances: snowstorms, 
floods, tornadoes, hurricanes; those arising 
fro m  other living entities: bed bugs, m osqui
tos, and thieves; and those arising fro m  one’s 
own body and mind: toothaches, anxiety, and 
heart disease.

Scientific advancements may allow us to 
travel into outer space by rocketship or into 
the depths o f  the ocean by bathysphere. But 
science has yet to discover a place within this 
material universe where there is no misery. 
There may be many new advancements by 
science in fields such as medicine, but birth, 
(fid age, disease, and death have not been 
checked. Contraceptives and abortions have 
not stopped the world population fro m  in
creasing. Gerontology has not stopped old  
age. The black plague may have been elimi
nated, but now we die fro m  cancer and heart 
attacks. A nd  when death comes fo r  us, m il
lions o f  dollars worth o f  doctors, fancy medi
cines and electronic gadgetry will not keep us 
alive.

• * *
One inmate, Paul, convicted of robbery and 

now serving ten years, is interested in under
standing how karma works. Once, pretending 
to be a delivery man, Paul walked out of a 
maximum security prison and escaped. He 
then changed his name, moved to the west 
coast, got a job, and settled down. One day 
the police stopped him, and after running his 
alias through police files, discovered that the 
name that Paul had invented for himself be
longed to a man who was wanted for armed 
robbery in Utah. After the police ran Paul’s

with little effort, while another man even after 
strenuous effort may remain poor. Our hap
piness or distress, wealth or poverty, high or 
low birth, is a reward fo r  our past activities, 
either during this or previous lives. A n d  our 
activities in this life will have an effect on our 
enjoyments or sufferings in the future.
Paul: But i f  I don ’t know God’s laws, is He still 
going to burn me?
Prahladananda: Even i f  we do not inquire 
about spiritual knowledge, and remaining in 
ignorance, act whimsically, violating God’s 
laws, we’re still responsible for our activities. 
I f  an innocent child puts his hand into fire, he 
will be burned. The laws o f  material nature do 
not consider, "Here is an innocent child, he 
should not be burned." Therefore, it is to our 
advantage to understand the laws o f  G od and  
to act accordingly.

* • •
Although we are all prisoners, souls trapped 

in material existence, the process of devotion
al service to Lord K rishna can free us from the 
miseries of this world. I give the members of 
our prison congregation the same advice my 
spiritual master gave me, the same message 
brought to all the conditioned souls of this age 
by Sri Chaitanya Mahaprabhu "Just chant 
Hare Krishna and be happy.” The Vedas say 
that this present age, called Kali-yuga, is an 
ocean of faults. But there is one benediction 
for the souls in Kali-yuga simply by chant
ing the holy names of God, we can be freed 
from illusion, revive our relationship with the 
Lord, and become eligible to return back 
home, back to Godhead. And there are no 
hard and fast rules for chanting God’s names. 
You can chant Hare Krishna anywhere and at 
any time, at home or in prison.
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He's All-Attractive
Temple presidents, sankirtan leaders, and grihastas—
we carry all styles of Indian paintings on silk and cotton in many sizes.
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take a book w ith  their purchase.
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(904)371-2579
o r  w r i t e :
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Gainesville, FL 32601 K r is h n a  L i f t in g  G o v a r d h a n a  H ill
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Jazz kirtan sparks French Quarter 
as Jagannatha ousts the blues

N EW ORLEANS Celebrations are nothing new to 
New Orleans. A ja 17 musician wailing on the clarinet, 
drummers pounding, exuberant dancers caught up in 
the spirit of celebration; it brings to mind the city's yearly 

Mardi Gras. But this was no ordinary festival. Lord Jagan
natha had come to New Orleans for Rathayatra.

Held on October 9th and 10th, this was actually a double 
Rathayatra. A special 40-foot-high cart had been built in 
Atlanta to accomodate the Jagannatha Deities from both 
Atlanta and New Orleans. The Deities from Atlanta traveled 
500 miles each way for Their appearance at the festival. Devo
tees also came from New Talavan and Murari-sevaka, the 
Mississippi and Tennessee farms.

Srila Kirtanananda Swami Bhaktipada came, as did Srila

The clarinet wailed 
and the trumpet 
blared, but It wasn't 
the blues. Vaikuntha 
dasa, left, accom
panies kirtana, cen
ter, led by GBC 
Rupanuga prabhu 
at the New Oiieans- 
Atlanta Rathayatra. 
Part of the crowd of 
thousands, cluster
ed around a sculp
ture of Garuda, right, 
enjoys the sound of 
the Murarl Band at 
the pandala festival, 
following the Lord’s 
m ile - lo n g  parade  
through the famous 
French Q uarte r. 
Lord Baladeva, bot
tom left, gazes be
nevolently from His 
Rolls Royce before 
being enthroned on 
a 4 0 - f o o t - h l g h  
chariot.

Jayapataka Swami Acaryapada, who accepted five new dis
ciples at a fire sacrifice the day after the festival. Also visiting 
were H. H. Pancadravida Swami, H. H. Tripurari Swami, 
H. H. Lokanatha Swami, and H. H. S rid ha ra Swami. 
ISKCON Regional Governing Body Commissioners Rupa
nuga and Balavanta prabhus were there, and kirtana leader 
Agnideva prabhu came from Laguna Beach, California.

The pandala program, held at Jackson Square Park, was 
organized by South Asian Cultural Exhibitions. Dramatic 
performances were staged by Nanda-kishora prabhu and 
Govinda’s American Theater Ensemble. The Murari Band, 
which has already produced two best-selling LPs and is build
ing a studio for future recording, performed under the direc
tion of Gokularanjana prabhu, Atlanta temple president.

The night before the parade, devotees held a maha-hari- 
nama on Bourbon Street. One party was led by Rupanuga 
and Balabhadra prabhu, the other by Tripurari Swami and 
Agnideva. Vaikuntha prabhu, a professional musician, 
accompanied Agnideva’s kirtana with his clarinet.

The parade was held the next day, with Lord Jagannatha 
traveling about a mile down Canal and Monroe Streets, as 
onlookers caught prasadam  thrown by gurukula children on 
the carts. So impressive was the cart that one gentleman was 
heard to explain with a mixture of delight and surprise, “ Oh 
my God!”
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All Faiths rallies attract classes 
and masses to eternal religion

Voga institute, 
free books 
spread word 
in Hong Kong

page 7

Vedic culture energizes Machiavelli’s mansion

Samadhis, 
museum rise 
In Vrlndavana, Srl Mayapura
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The moving spirit behind Haridas Thakur is also named 
Hari dasa and his own life would make quite a story for a 
film  At the age of 14 he ran away from  home in Ranchi, 
Bihar province, and came to Bombay to become an actor. 
Unsuccessful, he traveled to America and eventually 
landed in jail for a year. “ I was a bad man," he says now. 
During his imprisonment, he read a copy of Back To 
Godhead, which caused a change of heart. When his sen
tence was over he returned to India and became a devotee 
of the Lord at Hare Krishna Land in Juhu, Bombay.

But film  is only one medium the devotees have used in 
recent months to deal with the issue of religous conver
sions. A series of “ All Faiths Conferences”  were held re
cently throughoui India to e«t»MisH (for th " public at large 
and the media) the difference between the body’s tempo
rary religious affiliation and the soul’s eternal occupation, 
sanatana dharma, devotional service to the Supreme Lord.

After a successful three-day program in Calcutta, All 
Faiths Conferences were held in Madras, Bangalore, 
Bombay, and several other cities, drawing enormous, at
tentive crowds of as many as 30,000 people.

Conference speakers included two ISKCON initiating 
spiritual masters: Srila Jayapataka Swami Acharyapada and 
Srila Bhavananda Goswami Vishnupada, along with Gov
erning Body Commissioner Atreya Rishi. Ravanari 
prabhu, ISKCON’s first Arab devotee, and Ambarish 
prabhu, great-grandson of Henry Ford and a major share
holder in the Ford M otor Co., were also key spokesmen.
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The first volume of Srlmad-Bhagavatam 
with purports by His Divine Grace Srila 
Hrldayananda Goswami Acharyadeva 
(11:1) returned form the printer In time for 
Lord Chaltanya’s Appearance Day cele
bration In March.

By Nlkhllananda dasa and Bill Bowmir

Act II, Scene II: Haridasa sitting alone, fu lfilling his vow 
o f chanting daily on his beads 300,000 Holy Names. Enter 
Maya, smilingly seductive. The actors, stars and amateurs, 
deliver their lines perfectly. The director shouts, " It's a 
print I ”  His Holiness Giriraja Swami lays down the clap- 
stick and begins to preach to the cast about the non-sec
tarian ecstasies o f Krishna Consciousness.

By Bhutatma daaa

S AN CASCIANO, ITALY—As Lord 
Chaitanya descended in West Ben
gal, India, to inaugurate his w orld

wide sankirtana movement, an elegant villa 
was rising, thousands of miles away in Cath
o lic Italy, for the renowned political philos
opher Niccolo Machiavelli.

Machiavelli had ordered the palace built 
as a gathering place for statesmen and the 
Italian nobility, and later, in his retire
ment there, he wrote his influential hand
book of Renaissance power politics, The 
Prince.

Five centuries later, with a sense of tran
scendental opportunism and patronshipof 
the arts that would make Machiavelli smile, 
ISKCON devotees have converted his es
tate into Villa Vrindavan, the home of the 
Florence Hare Krishna community and the 
site of ISKCON’s International Fine Arts 
Academy.

"From the moment we saw Villa Vrin
davan we were struck by its obvious utility 
as an art academy," said His Holiness Sun- 
dararupa dasa Goswami, regional secretary 
for Italy. "From the natural grace and beauty 
of the buildings and surrounding country

side we could understand how the Florence 
area became famous as the subject of so 
many Renaissance paintings."

Pariksit prabhu, one of the outstanding 
painters at the academy, spoke about some 
of the advantages of the Florence area.

"As a center for painting and sculpture, 
there is a tremendous concentration of art 
authorities in Florence," he explained. "On 
many occasions favorable professors and
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BBT artist Dhritl-devl dasl finishes new Bhagavatam painting at Villa Vrindavan.

B OMBAY—In the wake of large-scale concern 
among Hindus over the recent conversions to Is
lam of many South Indian Harijans, ISKCON devo

tees are reversing the process on t'.im, producing a feature- 
length movie about Haridasa Thakura, who was born in a 
Muslim family but became the Namacharya.or guru of the 
chanting of the Holy Names of Krishna.

The film  features a number of major Indian stars, who 
worked gratis, including Jairaj, winner of the Indian Best 
Actor award, who plays a Muslim noble. Life members 
and well-wishers of ISKCON contributed the equip
ment—lights, sets, and ornate dresses. The director do
nated his services and the music was also produced free 
of charge by Vijay Singh, an Indian prince.

ISKCON filmmaker Yadubara prabhu, whose previous 
works include The World o f Hare Krishna and Vrindavan, 
Land of Krishna, did the camera work. His Holiness Giriraja 
Swami, Bombay ISKCON president, also took part, speak
ing at length to the cast about the joys of Krishna 
Consciousness.

His Holiness Giriraja Swami, clapstick In hand, oversees 
the filming of a movie on the life of Haridasa Thakura.
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Australian PM doubles donation
MELBOURNE—Last year Australian Prime Minister Malcolm Fraser gave $1 to Vrinda- 
devi dasi to help support Mukunda’s Drop-In Center, a drug and alcoholic rehabilitation 
center run by ISKCON in Australia.

At some public festivities this year, when 
Bhakti-devi dasi pinned a flower on him, he 
asked her, “ This is for the Hare Krishnas, 
right?”  She assured him it was. He gave $2 
this time.

Later in the day, Vrinda spotted the PM 
and was about to pin a Hare Krishna flower 
on him when she saw he was already wear
ing one. So she introduced herself, thank
ing him for last year’s donation, and gave 
him two books. “ I definitely w ill enjoy 
reading these," the PM said.

Australia’s Deputy Prime Minister, J.
Douglas Anthony, is also a fan of Krishna 
Consciousness. He recently received Aus
tralia’s W onderfu l W orld o f  Hare Krishna 
magazine.

“ Are there pictures of your farm in 
here?”  Mr. Anthony inquired.

“ There certainly are," Vasusrestha 
prabhu replied.

"H ow ’s it going out there?" Anthony 
asked.

"W onderfu l! You should come out and 
see it too ."

" I definitely w ill,"  he replied. Deputy PM enters world of Krishna

Nuclear freeze folk explode in ecstasy
ST. LOUIS—Delegates from throughout the U. S. met here recently to discuss strategy 
for a freeze on the nuclear arms race.

The convention, which included discussion of rallies and marches, as well as a possible 
alliance w ith European nuclear peace groups, was doomed to failure, as all the delegates 
appeared to be hovering on the mental platform.

But at noon, the convention caterers arrived—none other than the smiling, bright
faced, effulgent devotees of Lord Krishna. Govinda’s Restaurant had agreed to cater the 
three-day convention on the request of the St. Louis chapter leader—a regular at the 
transcendental St. Louis eatery.

The men wore d ho ti and kurta and the women came in saris. Conference delegates, 
according to St. Louis Temple President Sura prabhu, "ate up to the necks all three days, 
and left w ith a Bhagavad-gita or a BTG in hand."

One of the delegates told the devotees that if "the leaders of our country could eat this 
food and read these books, their desire for peace could be easily achieved." The 
devotee smiled and said that Lord Krishna is described in Bhagavad-gita as "the  benefi
ciary of all austerities, proprietor of all planets and the well-wishing friend of all beings."

"O ne who understands this automatically attains peace, both for himself and his 
nation," Sura said. “ Our aim is to put a freeze on all material activities by inducing people 
to take Krishna prasadam, Krishna literature, and Krishna’s Holy Name."

The St. Louis temple also recently received a donation of a 30-acre farm in Ramsey, III. 
The devotees w ill harvest the farm's 6,000 Christmas trees and build a log cabin temple.

1  * |  on Krishna’s kids
M B  NEW YORK—Lift magazine recently sent a

subscription prom otion brochure to T ime
* subscr i ber s.  Featured on the front was the

Lift cover w ith  tw o beautifu l and happy de- 
J »  VOIees °* Krishna. To the right of the mag-

azine the copy reads, "The Bi« Picture and
*  the Tiny Giant,”  offering subscribers a free

directors chose the Hare Krishna children 
W "  ’  " 1 )  1  8 cover because they believed that more

» ■ \ M m  *^an a” y 0 ,her photo it would make the
|? W  - most favorable impression on potential

1  * subscribers. Perhaps at least subliminally, 
C  ^ fE et̂ *orS are aPPrec'a*'n8 the glories of

Srila Jayapataka Maharaja Acharyapada and Prabhavlshnu Swami present Srila 
Prabhupada’s books to Soundet Phra Nyanasamvara, guru to Thailand’s king and 
one of the country’s seven major priests. Srila Acharyapada is GBC for Thailand.

Monsieur might like Rathayatra too!
PARIS—Parisians planning a vacation or a business trip to New York City now receive a 
brochure from  Air France called “ A Week in New York." The brochure features photos 
of the Manhattan skyline, the neon-lit ecstasy of New York City at night, and nothing less 
than excited Hare Krishna devotees chanting and dancing before the Rathayatra cart of 
Lord Jagannatha.

Hawaiian farm ‘tropical dreamland’
NINOLE, HAW AII—Devotees here are 
busy landscaping one of New Krishnaloka’s 
largest waterfalls to create a major tourist 
attraction. "New Krishnaloka”  is the name 
given to the Hawaiian farm, a 100-acre tract 
o f land at 1,400 feet on the snowcapped 
extinct volcano Mauna Kea.

The new farm offers a breathtaking view 
of the Hawaiian coast and Pacific Ocean.
Four crystal-dear rivers cascade through 
the land, providing numerous waterfalls 
and incredible swimming places.

The regional secretary for the Hawaiian 
Islands, His Holiness Narahari Goswami, 
says the farm is "a tropical dreamland”  and 
reports that the land has deep soil suitable 
for growing all kinds of fruits and vegeta
bles and tropical fru it trees. Future plans 
include a gurukula  and large tropical Cascade from snowcapped Mauna Kea 
village community.

Narahari Maharaja also reports that Sri laladuta II, one of the most dynamic preaching 
tools in the Hawaiian Islands, w ill soon set sail for the Christmas and Fanning Islands, 
about 1,200 miles southwest of the Hawaiian Islands. "O ur plan is to bring Lord 
Chaitanya’s movement to the very friendly people of these islands, who have never 
heard about Krishna Consciousness. It is our constant meditation aboard Sri laladuta II 
to help fu lfill the prophecy of Sri Chaitanya Mahaprabhu that the Holy Name w ill be 
heard in every town and village,”  he said.

Judge confirms Patrick’s jail term
SAN FRANCISCO—The California Supreme Court has ruled that the kidnaping con
viction o f deprogrammer Ted Patrick was without error and that he must serve a one- 
year prison sentence.

The deprogrammer—known as Black Lightning for his quick and numerous kidnap- 
ings of Hare Krishna devotees and members of New Age sects and cults—contended that 
a San Diego Superior Court judge wrongly barred him from presenting a "necessity 
defense”  and unfairly instructed the jury not to consider his motive as justification for 
the kidnaping.

Museum acquires priceless paraphernalia
CETINJSKA, YUGOSLAVIA—The museum of autographs here finally has something in its 
collection that w ill truly benefit anyone touring the museum.

The institution, founded in 1965 and dedicated to collecting and preserving historical 
documents, literary and musical manuscripts, books, letters, photographs, and other 
materials signed by the famous personalities of the world, has requested Srila 
Prabhupada’s autographs, photos, books, and any other biographical material for an 
exhibit in his honor.

Now museum-goers w ill be forced to think of Lord Krishna and make spiritual ad
vancement by seeing the autograph and picture of the Lord’s pure devotee.
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“ Krishna Consciousness is 100 percent scientific," 
Ambarish said at one meeting held specifically for ISKCON 
life members. Indians are especially impressed by how 
Ambarish employs the principle of renunciation as reveal
ed by Srila Rupa Goswami—rather than artificially re
nounce all worldly connections and goods, one should 
use everything in Krishna's service w ithout attachment. 
Bold headlines appeared daily across India proclaiming 
him "M illiona ire  Servant of Krishna."

Reporters seemed quite impressed by Ambarish’s ma
terial wealth, but the 30-year-old brahmachari reminded 
them, "Everything belongs to Cod. No sane man can have 
any doubt about that. You may be rich and possess many 
things, but actually nothing belongs to you. Only for a 
short time are you given a chance to establish your false 
proprietorship. Then at death, everything is taken away."

When asked what he thought of capitalism, commu
nism, and socialism, Ambarish replied, "The ‘ isms’ are 
meaningless because they are made by man for his con
venience. All these ‘isms’ combined cannot solve any of 
the problems of society. They can only produce more 
problems."

Ambarish’s uncompromising presentation inspired in
dustrialist Markand Desai, chairman of the All-India Man
ufacturers’ Organization, to become a life member.

The conference also featured Atreya Rishi and Ravanari, 
both of whom grew up in Muslim families before becom
ing Krishna conscious, a fact that fascinated the Indian 
press, who have shown great concern over the numerous 
Harijan conversions. They pointedly inquired about how 
Muslims could become Hindus.

But Atreya Rishi noted that joining ISKCON was in no 
way a conversion to Hinduism. “ The rendering of service 
to the Supreme Personality of Godhead, Krishna, is 
sanatana-dharma," he told a reporter, " —the eternal 
function of the living being in relation with the eternal 
Supreme Lord.”  He quoted Srila Prabhupada as saying 
that he did not want to convert anybody, but simply teach 
them how to live a God-conscious life.

Ravanari dasa and ISKCON sannyasls confer with 
Pejwar Swami, the distinguished Madhavacharya Valsh- 
nava of South India, above. Above right, Ravanari ad
dresses the governor of Tamil Nadu province.

In his speech at the Calcutta conference, Atreya Rishi 
said, "N one of us are Hindus or Muslims. It is decidedly 
due to these material designations that we remain in this 
material world. God wants us back with Him. God is 
everywhere, and God is also in His Holy Names. And He is 
nondifferent from His names. When we chant the names 
of God, those names purify our hearts, and at the same 
time we glorify God. The same teachings are in the Koran, 
the Torah, the Bible, the Avesta [the Zoroastrian scripture), 
inviting every living entity to engage his tongue in glorify
ing the names of God by chanting."

About the Harijan conversions, Atreya Rishi said, "A ll 
these conversions and reconversions are due to lack of 
proper knowledge. When one centers all of his activities
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...All Faiths rallies move media, crowds
around this temporary body, he starts changing faiths, 
going from one religion to another just to satisfy his 
senses."

Ravanari, the son of a Lebanese mullah (one learned in 
Islamic theology and sacred law), was equally adamant 
about his non-conversion. "W here is the question of con
version when there is only one religion, one faith? I am 
still a Muslim in the sense tht the word ‘Muslim ’ in Arabic 
means ‘one who surrenders to God.’ The Gita and the 
Koran contain the same essence—one God who can be 
approached through love,”  he told conferencegoers.

Ravanari, initiated in 1974 by Srila Prabhupada, has 
translated Bhagavad-gita and Sri Ishopanishad into Arabic.

Ambarish dasa, great-grandson of U. S. 
auto magnate Henry Ford, Is an inspiring 
example of the principle of yukta-valngya.
True to the desire of Srila Prabhupada, he 
has fully engaged his wealth and managerial 
talents in devotional service.

A former member of the Palestine Liberation Organiza
tion ’s (PLO) Al Fatah terrorist wing, he now preaches ex
tensively to its members. And many accept him; accord
ing to Ravanari, "People listened.... Now in Beirut, every
where you go, you hear ‘Hare Krishna.’ "

In Madras, the devotees were granted an audience with 
the governor, who listened attentively for more than an 
hour in complete silence, then discussed Krishna Con
sciousness with Ravanari and His Holiness Bhakticharu 
Swami for another hour-and-a-half. The secretary to the 
governor told the devotees that his superior had never spo
ken with anyone for so long since he had been in office.

When the conference moved on to Bangalore, a well- 
known Afghan Muslim leader came to challenge Ravanari 
in public. They had a long discussion, and the man left

‘Where is the question o f  
conversion when there is only one 

religion, one faith? I am still a 
M uslim in the sense tht the word 
“M uslim ” in Arabic means “one 

who surrenders to God.” ’
—Ravanari dasa 
Lebanese ISKCON member

chanting Hare Krishna, with an armful of Krishna con
scious literature he had purchased and japa beads in his 
hands.

Ravanari, whose family has produced mullahs for the 
past 600 years, studied in his youth for the priesthood. 
Quoting from Muslim writings, he noted: “ Mohammed 
Nabi in Hadis Sharif says that God’s greatest name is a se
cret, and whoever knows it will have all his desires fulfilled.

Scholars of Islam have searched for many years to find this 
secret name, which is ‘Krishna.’ "

About cow slaughter and Islam, Ravanari told the con
ference, "The first surah of the Koran is called ‘The Cow.’ 
It is mentioned that the cow is very beautiful to look at. 
Nowhere does the Koran authorize the eating of flesh. 
And, Imam Ali wrote, ‘Don’t make your stomachs the 
graveyards of animals.’ ’’

Srila Acharyapada summed up the situation with these 
comments: "People do at times seek a different faith to 
slake their religious craving, and we are trying to provide 
them w ith a spiritual diet from their own land.”  He noted 
that ISKCON preaching programs have been successful 
where the caste Hindus have not. ISKCON sankirtana and 
Nam Hatta programs have become very popular in 
Meenakshipuram, Tamil Nadu, the site of the mass 
conversions.

To publicize the conference, a leaflet was designed de
crying the narrow sectarianism displayed by so many reli
gionists. Based on Srila Prabhupada’s Vietnam War-era 
"Peace Formula" leaflet, the brochure described the one 
and only method authorized by all bona fide scriptures for 
attaining peace—the chanting of God’s Holy Names;

“ Mohammed counseled, 'G lorify the name of your 
Lord, the most high.’ (Koran 87.2) Saint Paul said, "Every
one who calls upon the name of the Lord will be 
saved.’ (Romans 10.13) Lord Buddha declared. All who

sincerely call upon my name will come to me after death, 
and I w ill take them to Paradise." (Vows of Amidha 
Buddha 18) King David preached, ‘From the rising of the 
sun to its setting, the name of the Lord is to be praised.' 
(Psalms 113.3) And the w orld ’s oldest scriptures, the Vedas 
of India, emphatically state, ‘Chant the Holy Name, chant 
the Holy Name, chant the Holy Name of the Lord. In this 
age of quarrel there is no other way, no other way, no 
other way to attain spriritual enlightenment.' (Brhan- 
naradiya Purana)

Atreya Rishi commented, " It has been said that the last 
Christian died on the cross. Now I can say that when one 
follows Krishna Consciousness, there are several Christs 
reborn." As Srila Acharyapada told the Indian press, "If 
Jesus Christ or the prophet Mohammed were to come into 
the world today, they would surely join the Hare Krishna 
Movement.”

PLO drop guns and chant
By NIkMlananda dasa

B EIRUT, LEBANON—Pointing their machine 
guns at us, the angry Al Fatah guerilla troops of 
the Palestine Liberation Organization told us to  

walk outside one by one.
It was the summer of 1978, and I and four other de

votees were having a book distribution marathon in the 
midst of the Lebanese Civil War, distributing Bhagavad- 
gitas and Sri Ishopanishads translated into Arabic by 
Ravanari prabhu, our first Arab devotee.

The troops burst into our apartment as we sat around 
chanting Hare Krishna after a day of door-to-door 
book distribution.

Outside, we were blindfolded, then placed in jeeps 
and taken to  the terrorists’ headquarters, where we 
were interrogated. After explaining ourselves, they 
were still suspicious, and began to discuss whether to 
shoot us on the spot or first torture us.

Then by the mercy o f Lord Chaitanya, a soldier enter
ed the room and recognized us as Hare Krishna devo
tees—"very pious people." He had visited our temple 
in Rome and had loved the Sunday feast. The soldiers 
then brought us back to our apartment.

The next night the troops returned to ask more ques

tions. We explained to them about chanting Hare 
Krishna, and after some time we began a kirtana. They 
seemed to  like the sound, and one by one, they put 
aside their machine guns, sat down with us, and joined 
in the chanting. As the kirtana grew more intense, they 
clapped their hands and began to move their bodies 
like w ild men. In fact, they became so ecstatic that 
every time we stopped, they got angry, and urged us to 
go on and on. Although we felt a little  tired, we had to 
keep smiling, and continued to sing until 1 a . m.

The next day, some of the soldiers came back with 
their friends to ask religious questions, which Ravanari 
answered, preaching on the basis of the Koran. He 
convinced them of the importance of chanting the holy 
names of God and giving up meat-eating.

In the following days, we heard that some of the sol
diers had gone to butchers in their neighborhood and 
threatened to destroy them if they continued to sell 
meat. Since then we have had many kirtanas and love- 
feasts w ith the fired-up PLO soldiers.

Srila Prabhupada once said that sankirtana is so 
powerful it can easily melt hearts of stone. We felt this 
fact very keenly as Hare Krishna devotees and PLO 
troops joined together under the banner of Sri 
Chaitanya Mahaprabhu's sankirtana movement.
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' 'The M'iióincf J-iwk' salvaged 
sabotateci African safari
By Partha-mltra da««

V IC TO R IA , C A M E R O U N — A fte r  
spending six weeks in Nigeria, dis
tributing books, preaching at high 

schools, and managing the temple, my rou
tine soon slowed down to sitting around 
drinking soda pop, staying cool, and read
ing Sri Chaitanya-charitamrita all day.

This "samadhi" lasted until His Holiness 
Bhakti-tirtha Swami visited Nigeria. Seeing 
my "bhaiananandi" activités, he immedi
ately ordered me to go to Cameroun with 
some devotees and open a temple. I got 
my visa, tickets, and a supply of Srila 
Prabhupada’s books, and was in Cameroun 
the fo llow ing day.

I knew at that time that distributing Srila 
Prabhupada’s books is a devotee's life and 
soul, but I could not foresee how Srila 
Prabhupada’s books would secure my sal
vation from angry Nigerian border police 
as well.

Our first meeting was with the governor 
of the southwest province of Cameroun. I 
gave him a copy of Bhagavad-gita and The 
Science of Self-Realization, both of which 
he greatly appreciated. When I showed 
him the booklet. The Krishna Conscious
ness Movement is Authorized, and some 
photographs of farms and preaching pro
grams in Nigeria, he seemed quite inter
ested and said that we would have no trou
ble getting registered in Cameroun. We 
met the editor of the CAMEROUN TIMES, 
the nation’s largest paper, who subse
quently wrote an article for the special 
Christmas issue describing Srila Prabhu- 
pada as a pure devotee of God.

In Victoria, the capital, we sold many 
books to eager crowds. We met the gov
ernment’s divisional officer and gave him a 
small set of Srila Prabhupada’s books. We 
also met the Minister of Post and Telecom
munication, Mr. Eabi Tabi. We gave him  
the First Canto of Srimad-Bhagavatam, The 
Teachings o f Lord Kapila, Volume Two of 
Srila Prabhupada-lilamrita, and all three 
volumes of Krishna. He was overwhelmed 
by the books, and told us that although we 
were bhakti-yogis, he was a raja-yogi. I told  
him, "These books will surely increase your 
raja-yoga." and he laughed. He was so 
thankful that he immediately called up the 
minister of state and set up an appoint
ment for us to meet him the next day.

When we met the minister of state, he

told us that he and Mr. Tabi had been 
friends since they attended school togeth
er in 1959. He said that M r. Tabi had told 
him about "the  wonderful books’’ that we 
had given him. I gave the minister of state 
a small set of Srila Prabhupada’s books, and 
he assured us that since his friend Mr. Tabi 
thought ours was such an important organ
ization, he would certainly grant us 
registration.

By Krishna’s mercy, I found a nice three- 
story building in Victoria, with a large hall 
and chandeliers w ith bulb covers of red 
lotus flowers. In it, we began an evening 
program in which I would speak and 
Bhakta Lah Yaban would translate into 
French. Soon we had completely run out 
of funds and made plans to return to Lagos 
to collect more books, temple supplies, 
lakshmi, and more devotees, especially 
ones who spoke French.

I had expected that we would return to 
Lagos by airplane or freightship, so when I 
saw our mode of transportation I was be
wildered and a little  fearful. The so-called 
boat was actually a canoe with an outboard 
motor at one end and a hole at the other. 
One boatman was constantly scooping out 
water to  prevent the canoe from sinking.

I sat on a large bag of beer bottles, and we 
set o ff on our voyage. We sailed for about 
five hours, sometimes getting stuck in the 
sand and having to walk alongside the ca
noe while the boatmen carried it above 
rocks and low water. Soon it became too  
dark to continue, so we spent the night in a 
villager’s house. When we returned to the 
canoe in the morning, it was filled with  
water, and our bag containing clothes, 
camera, and diary was soaked.

After another five hours of travel, we ar
rived in Nigeria, where we were nabbed by 
the police. Now we learned that our meth
od of crossing the border was illegal. The 
police hassled me for more than two hours; 
they wanted money, and I only had $5.

Finally, I took from the bag a slimy copy 
of Consciousness: The Missing Link, and 
begged the police to accept it and let us go. 
The officers began to read it, then returned 
my passport and told me to go.

If we simply take shelter of distributing 
Srila Prabhupada’s transcendental books, 
we w ill be saved from all dangers in this 
material world, and simultaneously bring 
light and guidance to the troubled souls of 
Kali-yuga.
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Resolute postmen deliver 
BTG distribution record
By Yoglnatha daaa and Bhutabhavana daaa

A dd Back t o  Godhead magazine to 
the mail delivery systems of Canada 
and Nigeria, and what do you get? 

The fu lfillm ent of Lord Chaitanya’s proph
ecy that the glories of His Holy Name will 
be broadcast to every town and village.

Legal limitations on airport and street 
sankirtana, in addition to the long, severe 
winters and widely dispersed population, 
have forced the Vancouver devotees to use 
the mail to distribute transcendental liter
atures. But the devotees have taken this 
apparant setback and turned it into a great 
victory for Lord Chaitanya’s movement. In 
Canada there is a law stating that organiza
tions like ISKCON are allowed free litera
ture mailing privileges if they give the local 
post office one copy for every home in the 
area. Then the postmen become san
kirtana men!

October 12,1981 was a significant day in 
the spiritual history of Fort McMurray, A l
berta. On that day, all 12,000 homes in the 
remote northwest Canadian oil town re
ceived BTGs as part of their mail.

The Vancouver temple distributed BTGs 
to more than 100,000 fortunate Canadians 
through the mail that month, breaking the 
North American record.

The week after the magazines were dis
tributed in Fort McMurray, devotees went 
there to sell their handcrafted candles. 
The party leader reported spotting BTGs on 
living room tables and kitchen counters in 
many homes. One devotee was greeted at 
the door by a woman carrying a BTG open
ed to the page she was reading.

* • *
In Nigeria, devotees have distributed lit

erally thousands of Back to  Godheads 
through the mail. They have done this by

placing simple advertisements in local 
newspapers, inviting readers to learn about 
yoga and meditation, or gain peace of 
mind. The ads state that for about 50 cents 
worth of postage stamps, they can receive 
more details and a free color magazine. 
Thousands of inquiries have come, and 
every one including the stamps receives a 
free BTG and a Friends of Lord Krishna 
(FOLK) Club membership form. Since 
stamps are requested instead of cash, the 
reader feels he is getting the magazine for 
free; yet there is no loss for the devotees as 
the stamps more than cover the cost of the 
magazine, postage, and handling.

Initially, devotees rented one post office 
box and placed an ad in the paper twice a 
month. Yet this could easily be increased, 
and they are now planning unlim ited ex
pansion. The number of responses receiv
ed was so great that devotees could easily 
rent several more post office boxes, place 
ads in a number of papers, and receive 
many more thousands of responses.

Further, w ith several post office boxes, 
the advertisements w ill be able to deal with  
different topics, such as abortion, vege
tarianism, or practically anything. Each in
quiry could be answered w ith a different 
issue of BTG that dealt w ith that particular 
subject.

Factually, the distribution of Back to  
Godhead is the basis for all preaching suc
cess in Nigeria. The magazine contains 
everything: Srimad-Bhagavatam, philoso
phy, and a catalog of Srila Prabhupada’s 
books. M ot everyone who responds to the 
ads becomes a FOLK member immediately, 
but since they have gone to the trouble of 
answering the ad, they read the magazine, 
are introduced to Krishna, the Supreme 
Personality of Godhead, and begin their 
journey back home, Back To Godhead.

Yajna breaks drought, or was It chance?
SYDNEY—THE AGE, a respected newspaper here, recently noted that "The Hare 
Krishnas are modestly taking the credit for breaking the two-year drought in New South 
Wales fo llow ing a weekend devoted to two Krishna festivals.

"This remarkable achievement makes front page news in the sect’s latest newsletter, 
where under the heading 'Hare Krishna Sacrifice Brings Rain,’ the Sydney leader, 
Chittahari, claims that ‘The drought’s end coincided with our festivals. This is a sign of 
God’s pleasure/

The newspaper, continuing its report about the Sydney Rathayatra festival, quoted 
further from ISKCON REPORT, Australia’s media newsletter: "  ‘During the festive 
period we distributed over 10,000 pure, free vegetarian meals to the public, had long 
sessions of kirtana (congregational singing of God’s names) and specially honored the 
spiritual master. Immediately after, torrential rains fell throughout the state.’ 

"Perhaps anticipating the reaction of their less successful rainmaking colleagues 
throughout the country," the newspaper continues, "Chittahari adds, 'of course, in the so- 
called scientific age, people w ill think it is too simplistic to claim that our sacrifice has 
broken the drought; but even more simplistic and naive is to believe that everything is 
merely happening by chance or accident.’ Indeed."

Editor says Krishna cover sold out issue
NEW DELHI—The editor of Probe magazine, one of India's leading news journals, said 
recently that it was "on ly because Krishna and Balarama were on the cover”  that a recent 
issue of his magazine was so successful.

M r. Vijay Dutt said that the issue featuring a cover photo of the Krishna-Balarama 
Deities in Vrindavana and an article entitled "W ho W ill Save Hinduism?”  sold out after 
only three weeks.

Probe s circulation is 100,000 copies, but because of the high readability of this article, 
the magazine printed an extra 10,000 issues.

One of the questions raised in the article was, "Has ISKCON, after converting people 
in the West come to save Hinduism?”  Probe noted that “ it is an intriguing twist 
that the West must reach out to save Hinduism for the Hindus. Not only are Western 
devotees denouncing materialism for the spiritual life of the Hare Krishna Movement, 
but Indian devotees experiencing the degeneration of the Hindu religion are also 
seeking the truth  at ISKCON."

Italian kids meet ‘killer of dragons’
ROME—Italy’s prominent weekly children’s magazine T opo lino  recently initiated 
Italian children into the wonderful pastimes of Lord Krishna and the transcendental 
activities o f his devotees at the Italian farm community. Villa Vrindavan.

T o p o iin o  has a circulation of 500,000 copies throughout the country.
The article highlighted a recent fire sacrifice in which 10 couples were married, noting 

that "th is  was a very uncommon marriage, w ith flowers, fruits, and songs, celebrated 
according to the Hindu trad ition.”

The article reports that Lord Krishna, "one of the most important of Indian divinities, 
was the k iller of dragons and a valiant warrior. This god is always depicted as a beautiful 
young boy with a bluish complexion, holding a flute and surrounded by cows, birds, and 
girls. As a baby, Krishna used to steal butter from the houses of his village, and donate it 
to  His friends. He was considered a hero by all the little  boys, and the defender o f their 
rights and protector of the poor children."

The four-page spread included several color photos of the majestic fire sacrifice pre
sided over by Srila Bhagavan Goswami, artists painting at the Villa Vrindavan art acad
emy, a picture of devotees taking Gaura-Nitai Deities on parikrama, and a shot of a large 
kirtana party before the ruins of the Coliseum in Rome.

The article noted that one may now see the Hare Krishna devotees chanting and 
dancing in the streets of the main cities of the world.
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artists flourish in Renaissance aura of Florence

i. v æ m jtek

critics have come to Villa Vrindavan to ad
vise us how to improve our work.

"Florence attracts large numbers of art 
students as well. At present there are more 
than 20,000," he continued, "and many of 
them are interested in the spiritual themes 
we deal with in our illustration work for Srila 
Prabhupada’s books. As artists they under
stand that a great painting or sculpture re
quires inspiration, and they are attracted to 
this aspect of Krishna Consciousness.”

The art academy has adopted an old local 
tradition of sponsoring painting contests 
for students in the area. "O ur prizes and 
subjects are all transcendental, of course,”  
Pariksit said. "By these events we.can at
tract aspiring artists as well as benefit from  
the many new ideas and approaches they 
present.

"M any famous museums are located 
here and display classical paintings of the 
14th through 17th centuries, the era of spir
ituality in Western art,”  Pariksit added. 
"This gives us a great opportunity to study 
the expert techniques that these great mas
ters developed, and which the ISKCON ar
tists have become famous for reviving.”

Aspiring to fu lfill Srila Prabhupada’s de
sire that the paintings in his books offer 
people vision of the spiritual world, the ar
tists at Villa Vrindavan are developing an 
innovative synthesis of the traditional real
ism of Western art and the East’s use of per- 
fectional beauty and form to portray spiri
tual personalities.

"W e want the figures to maintain a feel
ing of reality, so that when people see the 
paintings they can relate to them. Srila 
Prabhupada d idn ’t want the art to make 
people th ink that the stories and ideas 
we’re depicting are mythology,”  Pariksit 
explained.

The academy is only one aspect of the 
Villa Vrindavan community. Although the 
130-room villa was originally designed for 
the enjoyment of mundane pleasures, the 
palace (along w ith 250 acres of picturesque 
countryside) lends itself not only to the ex
ecution of devotional service, but to the 
festive side of Krishna Consciousness as 
well.

The main rooms are expansive, with ceil
ings as high as 40 feet, and are being con
verted into a decorative temple room, a d i
orama museum, gurukula. VIP room, an 
audiovisual room, and a prasadam restau
rant. Guest quarters are available year 
’round, and in the summer months the villa’s 
campground bulges with tourists’ vans and 
trailers.

Seventy of the estate’s 250 acres have 
been landscaped into a lovely park, with 
paths and lanes winding around a scenic 
lake and through beautiful groves of se
quoia, cypress, palm, bamboo, and Japa
nese evergreens. The umbrella pine, a flat- 
topped tree seen in the works of many 
Renaissance masters, also grows in the 
villa ’s park.

"Even though the temple and grounds 
are far from complete,”  explained Sundara- 
rupa Maharaja, " i t  is still so attractive that 
guests tour about for hours on end.”

"Soon we’ll feature colorful dioramas at 
the naturally-formed reststops throughout 
the garden, where people can gather and 
speak w ith devotee guides.”

Self-sufficiency, based on the Vedic sys
tem of varnashrama-dharma, is one of the 
ideals the Villa Vrindavan community is 
eagerly working towards.

"T h e s e  ideas o f s e lf-s u ffic ie n c y  
are not a new invention; we can draw ex
tensively from the traditions of the Italian 
farmer,”  Sundararupa said.

"Two of our devotees, a father and son 
named Donde and Orlando Olendini, are 
expert in natural farming. They are training 
others and helping us restore proper soil 
conditions.

"W e have more than 50 acres in vine
yards, 6,000 olive trees, and 27 Swiss Brown 
cows.

"The grapes are made into grape juice 
that we sell, but gradually we are replacing 
some vines with various fru it trees. The 
olives are preserved or made into oil. This 
year we w ill sell about $30,000 worth of 
olive oil.

Machiavelli, well-trained in the intrica
cies of statesmanship and political intrigue, 
believed there could never be absolute 
goodness among materialistic men, but he 
never comprehended that through the ap
plication of a spiritual process, the whole 
world could become purified. Such is the 
mercy of Lord Chaitanya—Machiavelli’s 
pleasure palace has been transformed into 
a temple of spiritual enjoyment, and the 
hills o f Tuscany are alive w ith the transcen
dental energy of devotional service.

Towering pillar* form 
a regal entrance way, 
top toft, to the Villa 
Vrindavan rural com
munity. Tha historic 
villa, abova, la now 
“cialmad for Krishna," 
with all Its opulence 
dovetailed in His ser
vice. The spacious 
kitchen, left. Is the 
site of transcendental 
cooking and the exqui
sitely landscaped 70-
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Creationists fall flat 
with dogmatic doctrine

"Mark my words. After putting prayer back in schools and getting 
creation-science okayed somebody will really louse us up 

by suggesting we follow the 10 Commandments!”

A rkansas Federal Judge William R. 
Overton recently ruled against the 
Arkansas Act for Balanced Treat

ment of Creation Science and Evolution 
Science. As the first court test of a creation- 
ism law similar to ones proposed in 19other 
states, American Civil Liberties Union 
(ACLU) lawyers termed the decision “ the 
death knell for the creation science move
ment." It is hardly surprising, for the crea
tionists are their own worst enemies.

Like so many frogs in a well, creation sci
entists have repeatedly fallen over them
selves, propagating nonsensical ideas in a 
well-intentioned effort to restore God to 
American public schools. God, Krishna, 
deserves better representation.

The judge wrote that creation science "is 
not science because it depends upon 
supernatural intervention, which is not 
guided by natural law.... the conclusion is 
inescapable that the only real effect of [the 
law] is the advancement of relig ion."

Unfortunately, the creationist's presen
tations cannot be taken as anything other 
than mythology, due to their promoters’ 
ignorance of the only satisfying explana
tion of the origin of life—that found in the 
ancient Vedic literatures of India.

The Biblical creationists determine the 
earth’s age by studying Old Testament 
genealogy. According to them, God creat
ed this planet in a one-week period some
10,000 years ago. In contrast, the timeless 
Vedas state that Lord Brahma, a qualitative 
incarnation of the Supreme Lord, engi
neered the planets and species of life in our 
universe practically an eternity ago. One 
day in Brahma’s life of 100 years is the 
equivalent of 4.32 billion earth years, and 
he is presently middle-aged.

The point is that among all the world's 
scriptures, none gives more detailed, exact
ing and consistent descriptions of creation.

Creationists also claim that all fossil re
cords were deposited when a 12-month 
flood receded about 6,000 years ago—the 
time of Noah’s ark. Extremists among the 
creationists even claim that fossils are the 
work of Satan, to deceive mankind into be
lieving evolutionary theory.

The first creationist witness at the trial, 
Dr. Norman Geisler, a PhD philosopher, 
tried to convince the court that the Arkan
sas law was constitutional—that it did not 
violate the doctrine of separation of church 
and state—by establishing that belief in a 
creator does not necessarily involve reli
gious worship or commitment, and that be
lief in creation is a logical inference based 
on valid evidence. Geisler’s entire testi
mony was discredited by the ACLU prose
cutor, who quoted the professor’s pub
lished belief that UFOs are under the con
trol of the Devil.

At a time when science is king, only the 
most rigorously logical, scientific presenta
tion of creation by transcendental, em
powered personalities w ill ring true. Scien
tific presentations of Vedic wisdom like 
those produced by the Bhaktivedanta Insti
tute are fu lly capable of turning the tide of 
secular humanism and institutionalized 
atheism that plague man’s search for genu
ine spiritual knowledge in today’s techno
lo g ic a lly  advanced bu t s p ir itu a lly  
misguided world.

Creation scientists would benefit im
mensely if they abandoned their blunder
ing dogmatism and reapplied their ener
gies to understanding the most sublime life 
science, Krishna Consciousness.

Dear Prabhus,
Last June we sent you a check for 

$15, payment for one year’s subscrip
tion to The ISKCON WORLD REVIEW. 
You are currently advertising 12 issues 
for $8, and we would be most grateful if 
you could let us know how many issues 
we are now entitled to.

A Devotee 
Everyone who agreed to receive 12 

issues for $15 w ill have the opportunity 
to renew at the new low rate. We thank 
all our in itia l subscribers for helping us 
get the IWR o ff the ground. Your 
support in our first months has made 
the new rate possible—Eds.

Dear Prabhus,
The ISKCON WORLD REVIEW is one

of the most enlivening publications put 
out by this movement. It helps us feel 
closer to all the innumerable goings-on 
within this infinitely increasing Krishna 
Consciousness movement.

All glories to your great service! All 
glories to the magnanimous wisdom of 
Srila Prabhupada, the inspiration of all 
pure souls, like yourselves!

Maha-Vishnupriya-devi dasi 
Mililani, Hawaii 

I f  we can enliven our readers about 
the Hare Krishna Movement and make 
them enthusiastic to help spread Krishna 
Consciousness, then our endeavor in 
publishing the IWR is pleasing to Srila 
Prabhupada and his empowered repre
sentatives. We can only say that w ith
out their mercy, this newspaper would 
not be possible. Its success and sign ifi
cance depends on you, our beloved 
readers!—Eds.

IBA€ HAM CHAPIP'S A CHUHP
By Maharudra data

Most teenager s don ’t have a lot o f control in their own lives, so this is k ind o f a 
ready-made fix. And instead o f thinking about what you're going to do with your 
life, it's much easier to head out to the arcade and block it out.

—Michael Vivian, California professor of sociology
Unfazed by the surrounding uproar, you madly twist knobs, spin dials, and pull 

joy sticks, hellbent on defeating the coin-gobbling monsters of 20th century tech
nomania, the video games—alias Piranha, Asteroids. Battle Zone, Berserk, Centi
pede, Space Invaders, and the ubiquitous Pac Man.

The deafening sound of machine gun and missile fire combine with the 
pulsating beat of punk rock and disco. Video mania is upon usl They’re every
where—in shopping malls, gas stations, pizza parlors, bars, markets, college stu
dent centers, even in living rooms.

The electronic video bandits gulped down nearly 25 b illion quarters in the U. S. 
last year—$6.25 billion, twice the gross of the U. S. movie industry. Not to mention 
the estimated $1 billion that consumers spent for video games that plug into their 
TVs. Or the time factor: in 1981 American video game dilettantes and hard-core 
junkies squandered 75,000 man-years at the machines.

Recently a 15-year-old Illinois youth achieved instant fame by becoming the 
world champion Defender player. Steve Juraszek played the machine nonstop for
16 hours, 34 minutes on the same quarter, ringing up a score of 15,963,100 points 
before losing his last space ship. His glorious feat was extolled by T im e  magazine.

But it ’s not just the w orld ’s youth who are addicted to the machines. Walk into 
your average video arcade at lunch time and you’ll see the machines monopolized 
by adults, as dozens of men in business suits blast away at imaginary enemies, 
playing out their inner dreams and fantasies.

A recent T im e  cover story noted that an onlooker “ disposed to gloom would 
have no trouble detecting the smell of society’s burning insulation," but an op ti
mist “ sees these lunchless loners [video game players] as sensible adults wisely 
granting themselves a period of therapeutic play, avoiding the intake of choles
terol and booze and emptying their minds of clutter by a method quite as effective 
as m editation."

Lacking spiritual vision, the T im e  writer fails to comprehend and delineate the 
true picture: video games are a new wave of sense-attracting, mind boggling, con
sciousness-clouding Kali-yuga technology, assisting man’s swift descent into lower 
species.

The goal of meditation is not to fix one’s already cluttered mind on laser-firing 
spaceships and eerily-pulsating multicolored blobs, but on the supreme pure, Sri 
Krishna, the Supreme Personality of Godhead, and to cleanse the mind by 
engaging one’s senses in His service.

The w orld ’s video game enthusiasts hunkered over their machines may pur
chase bits of flickering and fragmental joy (win a free game or beat the highest 
score), but they’ll never taste the lasting peace of mind and pleasure of a servant of 
the Lord.

And at the time of death, when the agents of Yamaraja drag the sinful living 
entity (one who has not engaged in the process of devotional service) to judge
ment, it w ill not help to exclaim, "W ait, I was Pac Man champion of the world in 
1982. I was Piranha champ in June, 1981!”

While money from video game play and sales is a shot in the arm of the nation’s 
sagging recession economy, a God-conscious leader would never allow his c iti
zens to come under the spell of electronic gadgetry that binds the conditioned 
soul more tightly to the illusions of the material world.

But more important than money is precious time, for even a mountain of quar
ters cannot buy back one lost moment.

It tests one ’s creativity to imagine what future incarnations a confirmed video 
game freak might require to break him of his particular desire to lord it over the 
material energy. A thousand successive moth-lives trapped inside one of these 
sparking, noisily bursting contraptions? Or perhaps a real experience of being 
eaten alive (for the Pac Man player who has enjoyed being on the winning side of 
that big-mouthed face scurrying across the screen consuming cathode-ray dots).

Whatever the cost in terms of karma, each moment that a human being wastes in 
frivolous activities further disqualifies him from returning to the spiritual world. 
For the informed observer, the video game fad underscores the dire necessity of 
preaching and practicing Krishna Consciousness.
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Early peace conference proposal
gets new life in tfonç Kong

Lilamrita flood spurs Australian interest in Krishna
Although people appreciate the philos

ophy in Srila Prabhupada's books, they 
don ’t immediately get the fu ll depth of 
meaning from them. The Lilamrita, though, 
is a very human story, so they can relate to it 
and at once appreciate Prabhupada’s sub
lime characteristics. They get an attraction 
for Prabhupada, and because o f that they 
automatically develop an attraction for the 
books he wrote and the message he was 
spreading.

—Prabhupada-kripa Coswami

SYDNEY, AUSTRALIA—Enlivened by read
ing of Srila Prabhupada’s wondrous en
deavors to  establish Krishna Conscious
ness in the West, the residents of Australia 
have become more enthusiastic to read the 
books of the man who made "Hare Krishna" 
a household word.

The Australian Bhaktivedanta Book Trust 
(BBT) recently printed nearly a quarter of a 
m illion paperback copies of Srila Prabhu
pada-lilamrita Volume Two, Planting the 
Seed, and Volume Three, Only He Could 
Lead Them. And devotees here are rapidly 
distributing the books at no cost through
out the country.

Using funds collected during the 1981 
Christmas marathon, the Australian BBT 
printed 120,000 copies of each volume of 
Srila Prabhupada's biography. Plans are 
underway to  print 150,000 copies of Vol
ume Four, which w ill be offered at Srila 
Prabhupada’s 1982 Vyasa-puja celebration. 
At least 100,000 copies of each future 
volume w ill be printed.

Discussing this enormous undertaking, 
Australian CBC Prabhupada-kripa Go- 
swami said: " I t  is definitely the duty of the

disciple, after his spiritual master departs, 
to glorify the personal character of his 
spiritual master. He may not be allowed, 
because of his spiritual master’s humility, to 
do that when his spiritual master is person
ally present. Prabhupada always directed 
us to talk about Krishna, but it is our duty 
now to spread Prabhupada’s glories even 
more, for worship of the spiritual master is 
even higher than worship of Krishna. I feel 
very strongly that if we have had any suc
cess in preaching Krishna Consciousness in 
Australia, it is because of our effort to g lori
fy Srila Prabhupada as much as possible. 
We should actually have printed a m illion  
books, but anyway, we w ill try to increase 
as we go along.

" Prabhupada-lilamrita is such an imme
diately readable book," the swami con
tinued. "Everyone I know read Volume

Three in three days or less. It is such an 
amazing story about Srila Prabhupada’s 
mercy and compassion. Last year, distri
buting hardbound copies of Volume Two, 
Dhrishtadyumna Maharaja took a kirtana 
party up to the Gold Coast, the main tourist 
area of Australia. It was midsummer. They 
just went down the beach chanting and 
giving out books—distributing about 2,000 
When they looked back, they saw that prac
tically every person on the beach was 
reading."

Passing out so many free books has cre
ated a very favorable reaction in Australia. 
For a time the devotees here distributed  
Srimad-Bhagavatam on the street, but they 
found that many people were put off by its 
philosophical depth and d idn ’t read it. But
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deaths, diseases and old aye Once he agree* to  pui 
himsell undei the hack to Godhead treatment 
he is ahle to transfer him self to the anumaicnal 
»orId »here there is eternal life instead o f hirih  and 
death

Annihilation o l the material world lakes place in 
i * n  »a>< Pariial annihilation occur* at the end of 
excr\ 4. 300.000 x I .000 solar »ears, nr at ihe end ol 
each da\ of Brahmaloka » h u h  is the lopmosi plane) 
in  the material »o rld  During that lime ol partial an 
mhilation. the topmost planets such as Brahmaloka 
are not annihilated hut ai the end o f each duration 
of 4.300.000 X 1.000 X 2 X 30 X 12 \  100 tolar tears 
ihe entire cosmic manifestation is merited m io the 
anumaterial hod\ from  »hence the material p rin 
ciples emanate, manifest and merge after annih ila
tion  The .«nnmalcrial »o rld  »hich is lar remosed 
from  the maienal sK> is nexer annihilated It ah 
sorbs the material »o rld  It mav he that a "clash 
occur« he i»een ihe m ateria l and anttm a icnal 
»orld*. as »uggesicd b\ ihe scienntts and that ihe 
material »orld» arc dtMrosed hui there is no an
nih ila tion of the .inumatenal »orld» The etemalh 
e\tuinn annmaienal »orld n unmdmlesleJ lo ihe mo- 
lenal M ienliti Hi • tin \imt>l\ ha>* information ol it in 
wfar m  the prm tpki ol its existence are ctmiran to 
the mode'. o f the material »orld Full details o f the

H ONG KONG—Srila Prabhupada’s proposal was 
simple and exquisite—50 paintings of Vrindavana, 
during India's autumn season, w ith 50 commen

taries presenting lessons from the Vedas.
He wanted to bring the timely teachings of his spiritual 

master and Lord Krishna to the 1961 Congress for Cultivat
ing the Human Spirit, an international convention on 
world peace to be held in Japan.

Srila Prabhupada’s project—Light o f the Bhagavata— 
was never completed, for although he struggled to secure 
steamship fare to Tokyo, no patron could be found.

As described in Volume One of Srila Prabhupada- 
lilamrita, “ The Tenth Canto, Twentieth Chapter, of Sri- 
mad-Bhagavatam, presents a description of autumn in 
Vrindavana, and for each seasonal phenomenon the 
Bhagavatam presents a parallel teaching from the Vedas. 
For example, it compares the dark, cloudy evening of the 
rainy autumn season to the present age of Kali, when the 
bright stars of Vedic wisdom (the saints and scriptures) are 
temporarily obscured by a godless civilization."

Srila Prabhupada’s commentaries would accompany 
the 50 paintings to be displayed at the convention; “ The 
pictures were to depict the forests, fields, and skies of 
Vrindavana during the rainy season, and the lessons were 
sometimes criticisms of godless governments, materialists, 
and false religionists, sometimes assertions of moral prin
ciples and God consciousness, and sometimes depictions 
of Lord Krishna and His eternal associates in Vrindavana."

He also drafted detailed instructions to artists the con
vention organizers had agreed to supply.

"Japan is famous for artistic w ork," Srila Prabhupada 
had written the secretary general of the International 
Foundation for Cultural Harmony sponsoring the conven
tion, “ and India is famous for spiritual culture. We should 
now combine."

Now, 21 years later, Light o f the Bhagavata is the most ex
citing upcoming publishing project of the Bhaktivedanta 
Book Trust (BBT) here. Through the efforts of Srila Prabhu
pada’s disciples, grand-disciples, and friends of the soci
ety, Light o f the Bhagavata is fast becoming a transcenden
tal reality.

The pictures are being painted by Li Wan Sang, a main-

lander who emigrated feveral years ago. An ISKCON artist 
of Chinese ancestry, Jagat-karana-devi dasi, is assisting her. 
Li Wan Sang is one of the few remaining traditional Chinese 
artists. Personalized art like hers was condemned in China 
during the Cultural Revolution of the 60's. When devo
tees approached art professors at universities in Hong 
Kong, she was recommended as the most accomplished 
painter available, although she suffers from poor eyesight 
at age 60.

Preaching and book distribution is flourishing in Hong 
Kong under the direction of Srila Tamal Krsna Goswami, 
with the aid of two native devotees, Yasomati-suta prabhu, 
who is chief editor of the Chinese-language BBT, and 
Hanuman prabhu, who is primarily a preacher.

Srila Goswami, who spends about two-thirds of his time 
here and also manages ISKCON preaching projects in 
Texas and Oklahoma, shares two large flats w ith four full 
time devotees. A devotee married couple occupies a 
three-story suburban house that serves as the site of a 
once-monthly Sunday retreat program for the many 
students enrolled in ISKCON's International Yoga Insti
tu te—another program to propagate God consciousness 
here.

About 50 students are taking the course, which is pub li
cized by the distribution of some 500 pamphlets each day. 
Some students in an advanced group chant 16 rounds of 
japa daily.

The BBT here has already printed 10,000 hardbound 
copies of a Chinese translation of the unabridged Bhaga- 
vad-gita As It Is. This 700-page book with 48 color illustra
tions was financed in large part by a donation from His 
Holiness Prabhupada-kripa Maharaja and the Australian 
BBT. Ten thousand copies of a Chinese Sri Ishopanishad 
have also been printed.

Twenty-five thousand paperback copies of Easy Journey 
to O ther Planets, Srila Prabhupada’s first published book, 
were recently printed, financed by a donation from Hari- 
vilasa prabhu of the French Spiritual Sky incense company.

Most of the books are distributed free in order " to  flood 
Hong Kong with as many of Srila Prabhupada’s books as

Krtna-llla  In delicate Chinese style by LI Wan Sang.
possible," Srila Goswami said recently. This inundation  
of spiritual knowledge is made possible by donations from  
other ISKCON centers, like Vancouver, Canada, and also 
by devotee-run businesses. In Hong Kong, Ramasarana 
prabhu and his assistant Shano Choi run an art export busi
ness, and nearly all their profits go to the Chinese BBT

Other books planned include the first volume of the 
First Canto of Srimad-Bhagavatam and a paperback edi
tion of the first volume of Krishna. In production now are 
a Chinese edition of The Science o f Self-Realization, due 
sometime in March, and in May, an abridged Bhagavad- 
gita is scheduled to roll o ff the presses. The Path o f Per 
fection  is also forthcoming, Srila Goswami said.

Once printed, the books w ill be distributed by the few 
but fired-up Vaishnavas in Hong Kong, who w ithin a weet 
of receiving fasy Journey to Other Planets, passed ou 
5,000 copies at the rate of up to 300 an hour.

Hong Kong hustle and bustle ceases as shoppers be
come captivated by Prabhupada’s books, especially new 
bilingual Easy Journeys.
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SUBSCRIBE
to The ISKCON WORLD REVIEW
$8
N a m e

C i t y . . .

12 issu e s  
USA dr Canada al1 other countries

A d d r e s s ........................

$16

S t a t e  .
or country

P ostal. 
code

Send cash, check, 
or money order in U.S. funds

The ISKCON WORLD REVIEW 
3764 Watseka Avenue 
Los Angeles, CA 90034 USA

Srila Ramesvara Swami
Mayapur Festival 

1980, 81, and 82 
Srila Jayapataka Swami

more than 400 tapes

14 tapes fo r  each year, 
including all gurus

51 tapes

more than 50 tapesOther gurus and sannyasis
m o s t  t a p e s  o n l y  $ 2 . 2 5  e a c h  (postage extra)

Write for complete  lists, or call:

<5rlla ’IRdmesvara'Tapc^Aiinistry 

3764 Watseka Ave., Los Angeles, CA 90034 (213) 838-3614

Full-Color Photo Booklets

^adba-T(risi)oa ^garbatti
Vrindaban Flower FranKiucense 

esar Cbandan Rose Special Cbandan 

Sandalwood f*li gljt Queen Sriogar 

Sjjyair) Kewra A^ogra and more!
Please contact: N arottam a data, H ead P ujari 

c /o  Tulaei International 
Radha-Rasabihari M andir 
Hare Krishna Land 
Juhu, Bom bay 400 049 India

H€LP
WANTCD

M 7 i  (First A m erican  — The A C B h jk n v e d a n r j Trust — N e a -V e d ic  A rc h ite c tu re
Transcendental in h ib it io n )  C o lle c tio n  (BBT A rt)

$3 postpaid U. S. Send cash, check, or money order

$5 postpaid non-U. S. in U' S' funds'

ISKCON Office of Public Affairs 3764 Watseka Avenue Los Angeles, CA 90034

at Srilo Prabhupada's 
most glamorous 
preaching project— 
Detroit's Bhaktivedanta 
Cultural Center and 
Devasadan Mandir

Serious, qualified devotees needed for:
Restaurant—Managers, cooks, waiters and waitresses for ISKCON's 

best equipped prasadam distribution facility.
FATE museum—Receptionist/seaetary, hosts and tour guides for 

breathtaking preaching project
Duildings and Grounds—Maintenance workers and landscapes 

for upkeep and improvement of mulfimillion dollar facilities.

Life of Devasadan Mandir features*.
Opulent, palatial temple of Sri Sri Radha Kunjabihari 

Krishna conscious association 

Adequate living facilities 

Gurukula

Outstanding kitchen and prasadam

Send resume with complete information on background and minimum 
fadlities needed to:

Naveen Krishna dasa 363 Lenox Avenue Detroit. Ml 46215

8 X10 PHOTOS
Send cash, check, or 
money order. Non- 
U. S. or den send 
U. S. funds and 
include 20% extra 
for airmail postage.

ISKCON 
International 
Office o f  
Public AfTain 
Î764 Watseka Ave. 
Lot Angele«, CA 
900)4 USA

Pope John Paul II 
Nairobi, Kenya 

(c o lo r )H

British Prime Minister 
Margaret Thatcher 

(color) $4

Queen Elizabeth II  
Hyde Park, London 

( B A W  only) » 2 .»

Life’s M ay 1980 
New Vrindaban cover 

(color) $4
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ADVERTISE
in The ISKCON WORLD REVIEW 

—read by more than 7,000 
devotees and friends of 

ISKCON worldwide.
Camera ready

Full page $250 
V4 $150 
V* $80 
% $40

Send cash, check, or moneyorder in U. S. funds with 
your camera-ready ad to Th# ISKCON WORLD 
REVIEW, 3764 Wataaka Avanue, L o t Angalai. CA 
90034 USA. Otherwise send your ad-wording, art
work, logos, etc.. and include $15 extra as a one-time 
make-up charge. A ll ads subm itted must meet IWR 
editorial and graphic standards o r they are sub/ect to 
change and extra charges.

Help Distribute Prabhupada-lilamrta
✓

The Srlla Prabhupada-lilamrta library party at 
ISK C O N  Potomac is distributing complimentary 
sets to prominent university libraries. Help us 
spread Srila Prabhupada’s fame by cash dona
tions or a transfer of your extra book credits to 
our BBT account.

Contact: Prabhupada-lilam rta D is tribu to rs  
10310 Oaklyn Avenue 
Potomac, MD 20854 

(301) 299-2100

When the media asks for the 
facts about the Hare Krishna 
movement, what do you do? 
UMK-1, of course!

UM K-1: The Universal Media Kit
HERE'S WHAT YOU GET—
* S ix  fir s t-c la ss , b la ck-a n d -w h ite  g lo ssy  p h o to g ra p h s  show ing  IS K C O N  
activ itie s  a ro u n d  the  w orld, inc lud ing  cap tions. A ll p h o to s  are suitable fo r  
new spapers, m agazines, a n d  television .
* E leven  p a g es  o f  p er fec t, m ed ia -ready  copy . Use as is f o r  all English-lan
guage m ed ia ; easily a d a p ta b le  to  an y  o th e r  language.
* H ead ings include:

•  P h ilo so p h y  a n d  Practices 
•L ife s ty le  a n d  D ress
•  H is to ry  /  S ta tis tic s

(includes w orldw ide fig u re s )
•  F arm  C o m m u n itie s
•  F estiva ls
•  F o o d  a n d  R estauran ts  
• C h u r c h  G o vern m en t 
•P u b lic a tio n s

• Three pages o f  comprehensive 
instructions and ideas for using 
UMK-1.

Price: U. S. $5.00 
postpaid per kit 

(photos only—S3.00)

Send cash, check, or money 
order in V. S. funds.

ISKCON Office of Public Affairs 
3764 Watseka Avenue 
Los Angeles, CA 90034
USA

Please send_____
postpaid per kit.

Please send.

.UM K-I(s) at U .S .$5

.photo set(s) at U. S.
S3 postpaid per set.

Total amount of order: U. S. $_

Name.

Address

C ity___

Country

H r
21,000 copies sold!

India’s No. 1 
Hindi bhajan 
singer offers a 
moving tribute 
to Srila 
Prabhupada 
and the Hare 
Krishna 
Movement

Hari Om Sharan, whose devotional songs 
are heard and adored by Indian people everywhere, 

glorifies Srila Prabhupada as “The great 
spiritual master who has benedicted the entire 

world by distributing freely pure Krishna bhakti. ’’

$5 each cassette
Postage: $.50 ea. in U. S., $1.25 ea. outside U. S.

Send check or money order in U. S. funds to:

The ISKCON WORLD REVIEW 
3764 Watseka Ave., Los Angeles, CA 90034 USA

lTir0DD§@®DD(i]@DDfl0

ITY »ideocassettts bring the teachings i f  the 
ancient V ito  inti your Iwme While you're being 
mtirtaimd, you’ll afci be gaming r i i  spiritual under 
standing. Order yaur free cator cataieg today 

M irt than 75 shews t i  choose from, such as: The 
Ram ayana— Vrindavan, Land o f Krishna—  
The A carya— and many m r i dramas, documcn 
taries, and lectures Tip quality, Itw-pnctd « id»  
cassittis available m W ,  V , RISC (American), aid 
PU (ovmeas).

Please rash me

Name

M e a fa  to o m
m 0*8 m

City------

Stati ___
M country

Postal
code

G IV E  T H E  G R E A T E S T  G IF T — K R S N A — A L L  Y E A R  L O N G !

SEND A 
FRIEND«

Please send □  me □  my friend 
a full subscription to 

Back t o  G o d h e a d

G ift ca rd  sh o u ld  read:

" F ro m _________________________ -

(Please prin t your name and address below.)

CD two years CD one year

«  %>

4k BACK TO 
t5* GODHEAD

Two y ea rs  (22 issues): $16.89 
(A savings of 15%)

O n e  y e a r  (1 1 issues): $9.89 

Check one:
CD I enclose  p ay m en t.
□  P lease bill m e later.
(U.S. subscribers or donors only)

□  tw o years  CD o n e  year

m y  friend

a d d re ss

m y n am e  

a d d re s s

city s ta te  ZIP city  sta te  ZIP WRX3
For Canada add $2.00 per subscription per year; outside Canada and the US add $3.00; for airmail add $22.00. 

Clip this coupon and send to: B a ck  to G o d h e a d ,  P.O. Box 1308-AC, Fort Lee, New Jersey 07024
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An invitation to outstanding 
investments

S A H K M N A  I M  is O r.in jK  
( t« u n l\ . (  a l i lm n i j 's  d ir c t t  m ine 
f i-p r is t-n lJ liM  « u h  huvcrs  (ra v i'lm p  
v ia r - m u iid  in  Asia I ur.ipt and S o u th  
Mu*.I ii> in s u n  our clien t* ho th 
w h o lesa le r. am i p in a te  investors 
I he hesi possib le p r u ts

aM 01 w et* lo» our i?  page 
Ol im i*  O ' l i fu  «I« Diamond» 
Color«*1 Sion«« lor lnv*»tm»nl

N O  «M AINA INC 
I' O BOX IS*
S*N  Jl AN i ANSIM ANO. < A 
•  1*1 * I SA
|1 |4 l 4»4 4*M 4»« 4SI»

£ W A N T E D  $
^  Grihasta pu ja ri coup le  to w o rsh ip  
JjJ Sri Sri Radha-Gopinatha at ^  
£  Australia’s beautiful Bhaktivedanta ^  
^  A shram  co un try  retreat, one ^  

hour north  o f sankirtana c ity
£  Sydney. $
♦ ̂  Please write regional secretary Cittahari dasa V
V  1 \2  D arlinghurst Road / \
V  King's Cross 2 0 11

N.S.W. A ustra lia  V

^  V  V  ^ %.V  V  i .  V

;A'
a  cTVlatchless Gifts | \  

4 ^  Boutique ¿ft ^
j r  M e d ita tio n  & Y oga  S upp lies  V  
t f  D e ities , Pu ja  a rtic le s  & Incense iP  

B ooks, T u la s i C ha n tin g  B e a d s # ' 
i  C lo th in g , S ilk  & C o tto n  Saris  

Mr In d ia n  M us ica l In s trum en ts

a 3  i &  R eco rd ing s  I  I
-»A A l .  ¿ 4

a  i 1 W/7fe F or 1 ?
B? -- - Our Free U ~ 
y f  Catalog f*g
P. 0 .  Box854,  C ulver C ity, CA 90230
Visit Our S to re *  3764 Watseka Ave., L A 
Wholesalers Invited *161.: (213)836-2478

ê
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aA* aA« aA% wfim _aA» «Ä« *Ä« _aA« «A* aAs * U

...Lilamrita
...that the Hare Krishna 

Movement is

GREAT!
Keep the medio, friends, 

the public-at-large, and 
yourself up-to-date with The 

Krishna Consaousness Movement (KCM-1)

—The Public Affairs book that 
never grows old!—

Prabhupada-lilamrita gives people a d iffer
ent picture of Krishna Consciousness. The 
impact of Lilamrita d istribution is so great 
that it stimulates people to buy the other 
books.

And the Lilamrita does have an amazing 
impact. The governor of Bali read it, and 
his opinion of Krishna Consciousness 
changed drastically. He used to see Prabhu- 
pada’s books from an academic point of 
view, the swami said, but by reading the 
Lilamrita he has understood that Prabhu- 
pada’s books are not mere Sanskrit study, 
but a philosophical way of life designed to 
bring true happiness to every living being.

Favorable Lilamrita reveiws have ap
peared in the Journal o f Asian Studies and 
the Journal o f the American Academy of 
Religion. The latter noted: "W ith  the 
death of Bhaktivedanta in 1977, those inter
ested in this movement w ill welcome this 
rich source of information on the life of an

important Gaudiya Vaishnava devotee... 
W hile some w ill see the author’s admitted 
attachment as the work’s chief academic 
drawback, it is also its strength. The strug
gles, disappointments, and discourage
ments of Bhaktivedanta come through 
clearly on these pages... Of course, the 
author was often present during the period 
covered in Volume Two. But so well w rit
ten is this work that one feels one is getting 
an eyewitness account in Volume One also.”  

The original BBT library party headed by 
Srila Satsvarupa dasa Goswami Gurupada 
placed Srila Prabhupada’s books in prac
tically every university library in the coun
try. Now a new library party has been form 
ed, to place Srila Gurupada’s biography ot 
Srila Prabhupada in those same libraries. 
Already, several m id-Atlantic universities 
have been approached, and the Srila 
Prabhupada-lilamrita library party has met 
with success. When librarians hear the 
name “ Bhaktivedanta,”  a familiar chord is 
struck, and they are eager to read about 
"the  man who wrote all those books!”

\\\0 * V

An ALL NEW 140-page looseleaf book 
with a supplement subscription option.
The most comprehensive documentary 
book ever produced by ISKCON— 
photographs, news articles, statements, 
documents, and essays from more than 
28 countries!

About the KCM-1 supplement option: they ore sent 
every four months—the latest ecstatic statements, 

articles, etc., easily and neatly inserted in the KCM-1 
looseleaf binder in seconds! A revised table of 

contents comes with each issue. (Dock numbers will 
be available at U. S. $4 eoch/$6 outside U. S.) 

Note KCM-1 replaces Documenting the Issue

l i i ' S J  Ü U D j Î ü  Î Ü D Ù I  
¿ÌÌAA'il'JSDÀJÌÀ J'J'JÄ S¿UïS
Shastra

Sections on: 
★

★
★

★

Srilo Prabhupada 
Book publication 
Sankirtana 
Festivals 
Historical roofs 
Humanitarian work;
Endorsements by important international figures

ÌI* « r t f *  t o n *

Order form be low

Srlmad-Bhagavatam
11.1 with purports by 
Srila Acharyadeva; seven 
brand-new paintings.

1 — 10 11 or more 
$9.95 4.03

The Nectar of 
Devotion new deluxe 
hardbound edition with 
24 color plates and 
complete index.
1 — 10 11 or more
$9.95 4.03

Sri Namamrlta—The 
Nectar ot the Holy
Name in the tradition 
of Preaching is the 
Essence and The 
Spiritual Master and the 
Disciple. Softbound, 
limited printing.
1 — 10 11 or more

Rush me____KCM-1's at U. 5. $15 each. Three sup
plements a year are U. S. $12 ($15 outside U. S.)
I want____ such subscriptions. Enclosed is my
check/money order/bonk draft for U. 5. $___ .

Children’s Books $9.95 5.75

Name

Address

City.

Krishna

!:n. »-rf-I

Krishna, Master of All
Mystics a beautifully 
printed color storybook, 
softbound; by Bala 
Books.
1 — 10 11 or more

o cx jM tr« - t * x *
'A Mr'Ai «;»»*•

Krishna
a coloring book with 
rhymes.

1 — 10 11 or more
$2.95 1.70 $1.95 1.25

State___________________________________ Postal__________________
or country code

ISKCON international Office of Public Affairs 
3764 uiatseKB Avenue. Los Angeles. CA 00034 USA

All orders prepaid. Add $1.50 postage for each shastra; $.75 
Wholesale orders may be shipped COD in the U. S.

Coloring Book of the 
Incarnations with 
descriptions of each and 
the Dasa Avatara verses. 
By Bala Books.
1 — 10 11 or more 
$1.95 1.25 

each children's book.

ISKCON Educational Services
(formerly BBT Temple Services)
3764 Watseka Avenue, Los Angeles, CA 90034 i 
(213) 559-4455/TWX 910 3406362
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W i § V ) n a §  c b i lc l lo o ò c l  p à ^ l i o o é ^
The Butler Thief

Long ago, Krishna appeared on earth 
and delighted the residents of Vrindavan 
with His mischievous pastimes. Some
times, however, He showed Himself to be 
the Supreme Person, much to the amaze
ment of His family and friends.

“Yashoda!” the gopis cried. “Your boy 
Krishna and His brother Balaram have 
done it again!" Yashoda stopped churn
ing and listened. This was not the first 
time the cowherd women had complained.

“Just when it is time to milk the cows," 
the women said, “They let loose the calves, 
and the calves drink all the milk. If we 
catch the two boys, They just smile sweet
ly and melt our hearts. We are unable to 
chastise Them. They also like to steal our 
butter and yogurt. When we catch Them, 
They say, ‘Why do you accuse us of steal
ing? Do you think there is no butter in 
Our own houseT Sometimes They give 
the butter and yogurt to the monkeys. The 
monkeys eat their fill and do not want 
any more, so your boys chide, ‘This yogurt 
and butter are no good. Even the mon
keys do not want it.’ "

Yashoda listened carefully. “What is 
to be done?” she asked. “We have hung 
our butter and yogurt from the ceiling, out 
of Their reach,” the women replied, “but 
even that does not work. They pile up 
wooden crates and pierce holes in the bot
tom of the pots. If we put our stock in a 
dark place, Krishna makes it bright with 
the jewels decorating His body.”

“Then I will take away His jewels,” 
Yashoda said.

“No, it will not help," they replied. “We 
do not know what kind of child He is, but 
even without the jewels He shines in the 
dark like the sun.” Despite their com
plaints, the cowherd women went away 
smiling. They, too, had been captivated 
by baby Krishna’s mischievous pranks.

“Swish! Swoosh! Swish!” went the yo
gurt in the churn.

“It’s getting thicker,” Yashoda ob
served. “Soon it will be butter.” Mother 
Yashoda was working hard. “My little 
Krishna,” she mused. “Such a naughty 
boy. But oh, so wonderful!” Softly, she 
began to sing about Krishna’s pastimes. 
Suddenly, she felt a pull on the churning 
rod. She looked down and there was 
Krishna rubbing His lotus-like eyes. 
Awake from His nap. He wanted to drink 
His mother’s milk.

Mother Yashoda smiled and swept 
Him into her arms. As Krishna drank, a 
hissing sound came from the kitchen. 
“Oh! The milk!” Yashoda cried. Up she 
jumped and ran to fetch the boiling milk 
pot, leaving Krishna all alone.

“How could she leave me like this!” He 
sulked. “I was not finished nursing!" His 
dark eyes reddened and His lower lip 
puckered into a pout. In anger baby 
Krishna picked up a stone and broke the 
churning pot. “Crash!” It burst! Butter 
fell everywhere!

“Better hide,” he thought. The door 
was open to a room where crocks hung

ISKCON of  Washington, D .C . Expands!
•  complete Deity worship and 
temple programs
•  hooks distributed on cost ¡value 
basis
•  life membership work with large 
Indian community
•  recognized < haplaincv and 
preaching program at U. o f  Md.
•  preliminary organization fo r  a 
lobby and public affairs office in the 
nation's capital
•  distribution center fo r  Srila 
Prabhupada-lilamrita

New Hastinapura is starting a Gurukula! 
Toward this end we are seeking qualified 
applicants for the position o f  headmaster.
> This is a full time position; the living situation and stipend are negotiable.

■ We are seeking a person with a minimum of four years devotional service and 
some managerial experience in ISKCON. Exemplary behavior in executing 
devotional service and an ability to work well with children are essential. A BA 
degree and a background in education are desirable but not required.

■ The person selected will function as: head administrator of Gurukula. supervisor 
of curriculum, and instructor of academics and devotional principles.

Training will be provided by 
Gita-nagari headmaster Bhurijana 
dasa in the philosophy and 
practice of Gurukula education.

Send resume to:
Sesa dasa—Temple President 
10310 Oaklyn Rd.
Potomac, Maryland 20854

filled with butter and yogurt. Inside, 
Krishna found a spice grinding mortar up
side down in the corner. He eyed the 
crocks with a mischievous grin, then 
climbed up onto the mortar, stood on the 
tips of His toes, and reached down into a 
crock. “Splash! Kerplop!” Yogurt and 
butter splattered everywhere.

Meanwhile, Mother Yashoda returned 
to the churning room and saw the broken 
pot. “What has happened!” she gasped. 
But where was baby Krishna? Here and 
there, tiny, shiny, buttery footprints glis
tened on the marble floor. Mother Ya
shoda smiled. “What a clever boy. After 
breaking the pot He has run to hide, fear
ing my anger.”

With a small stick in hand, Mother Ya
shoda set out to find baby Krishna by fol
lowing the tiny footprints. They led her 
to the storeroom, and there she found

Him perched atop the big wooden mortar, 
tossing butter to the monkeys and glanc
ing about anxiously. Very slowly, Ya
shoda approached Him from behind.

EN D  O F PART  ONE

The Butter Thief, illustrated by Kim Murray, will be published soon by 
Bala Books. For a free catalog o f  all Bala publications, write to Bala Books, 
39 Dawes Avenue, Lynbrook, N Y  11563, or call (516) 593-9558.

Just published! 
Krishna, Master of 
AII Mystics

The Holiday Cake Girls

This Christmas Marathon the gurukula in 
New Purushottama Kshetra (Lake Hunting
ton, N. Y.) distributed more than 500cakes. 
The children were all very fired up to go 
out. They transcended the cold weather 
because of the fire of distribution within 
them. When they talked to the karmis, the 
karmis couldn’t help it, they just had to give 
and take a cake. They said the children are 
so cute.

When we knocked on the door the karmi 
would say from inside, “ Who is it?”

Then we answered, "The Holiday Cake 
G irls!" They came to the door and we said, 
"Hare Krishna! Our school is having an 
annual drive, and everyone is taking a cake. 
The big ones are only $4 and the little ones 
are $2.50”

Then we waited outside the door chant
ing Hare Krishna, Hare Krishna, Krishna 
Krishna, Hare Hare, Hare Rama, Hare 
Rama, Rama Rama, Hare Hare."

They said, "O K , we’ll take a big one.”  
This was very nice because they appreciat

ed Lord Jagannatha’s mercy in the form of 
prasadam.

One day when Mother Praladananda 
was on sankirtana with the girls, she went to 
a bar. She did not want to take the girls in
side, so she talked to one lady outside The 
lady said, " I ’ ll sell that cake for you." So 
Mataji gave her the cake and she sold it and 
brought the money back. In this way ev
eryone was absorbed in the nectar of pra
sadam  distribution.

Nirmala dasi, age 8

The Cow

We should not kill the cow. The cow is 
our mother. She gives us nice milk to drink. 
You would not want to kill your mother, 
right? So why are you killing the cow?

The cow has a soul too. Otherwise she 
would be like a statue, because the soul 
makes us move. It is very sinful to kill a liv
ing entity. Therefore we should not kill the 
cow.

Candrahasa dasi, age 9
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At last! A book of Hare Krishna 
Puzzles, Riddles, Quizzes, 

postpaid u.s. &. more!

I

postpaid non-li. S.

For mature devotees: test your spiritual 
m em ory / Full o f  k rsna-katha!!!

For the young or neophyte, add to your 
treasure o f  purifying spiritual w isdom '

Jaya prabhus! Send my transcendental puzzle book(s). 
$_____ (check or money order) for______ copies!

I’m enclosing

N a m e ( p l e u e  p r in t ) .

A ddre

City. . S ta le . .Z  ip .

Send today to: Prema Press, 1006 E. 123rd St., Cleveland, OH 44108
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Regal m em orials rise 
to Lord’s pure devotee
By Mukunda Goswaml

V RINDAVANA, INDIA—As one ap
proaches ISKCON’s Krishna-Bala- 
rama Mandir from Bhaktivedanta 

Swami Marg, the road named after Srila 
Prabhupada by the City of Vrindavana, one 
is overwhelmed with awe at the sight of his 
towering samadhi, which rises majestically 
to a height just below that of the main 
temple dome.

Walking along the pathway to the temple, 
one sees, through a small doorway to the 
left, a large 15-foot-square dais. A lifesize 
sculpted alabaster lion guards each of the 
four corners.

This is where Srila Prabhupada’s larger- 
than-lifesize m urti w ill be installed next 
year. This is that most holy of holy places— 
the tomb containing the transcendental 
body of Srila Prabhupada, founder and 
acharya of the International Society for 
Krishna Consciousness.

As Srila Prabhupada’s exquisite, hexa
gonal-shaped samadhi enters the final 
stages of construction here, devotees all 
over the world anxiously await the grand 
opening scheduled for the fall of 1982.

The entire sam adhi structure, as well as 
the companion building, a museum dedi
cated to Srila Prabhupada’s pastimes, has 
already been completed. Still to be done is 
application of marble facing on the outside 
and elaborate interior work, including a 
number of sculptures, panels, friezes, and 
ornate crystal chandeliers.

Srila Prabhupada’s samadhi is presently 
worshiped in the morning before mangala- 
arati with kirtana by the assembled devo
tees, as the pujari offers incense, ghee 
lamp, water and handkerchief, and flowers 
to a photograph of Srila Prabhupada that 
rests in a small wooden temple-like struc
ture. A 15-foot high mezzanine for viewing 
is accessible by a curving exterior “ flying 
staircase”  that extends from ground level.

The staircase appears to be mystically 
suspended in midair. The design imparts a 
feeling of otherworldliness; the spiritual 
domain of Krishna's pure devotee.

Two large 6 ‘ x 8 ' panels w ill be installed 
on the interior wall at the rear of the sa- 
m adhi. One of the bas-relief panels is 
based on a photograph of Srila Prabhupada 
at Oxford Town Hall with his arms raised in 
supplication as he leads the audience in the 
chanting of the mahamantra. The other 
carved panel will depict Srila Prabhupada 
preaching in Tompkins Square Park, New 
York in 1966.

Twenty-six smaller bronze panels done 
in a similar relief style will be situated 
throughout the interior. Each will portray

one of the 26 qualities of the pure devotee 
as described in Srila Rupa Goswami’s Bhakti- 
rasamrita sindhu.

For example: the quality "fixed in the ab
solute tru th ”  w ill show Srila Prabhupada at 
the wheel of a large ship with his chadar 
blowing in the wind. In the center of the 
steering wheel w ill be Radha and Krishna. 
Here Srila Prabhupada w ill be depicted as 
the captain of the ship taking all the con
ditioned souls back home, back to God
head. The banner flying at the top of the 
ship’s mast will be the flag of the Inter
national Society for Krishna Consciousness.

The architectural style of the sam adhi is a 
blend of tradition and innovation. Certain 
aspects of Renaissance architecture, 
namely large blocks of white and black 
granite and marble, w ill lend a sense of d ig
nity and grandeur. Srila Prabhupada’s 
sam adhi, when finished, w ill create a 
feeling of timeless spirituality; an oasis 
where travelers from all over India and the 
world can revive and increase their love for 
Krishna by worshiping His pure devotee.

The inspirational sam adhi museum, simi
lar in design to the main building, w ill 
feature three large dioramas portraying 
three major aspects of Srila Prabhupada’s 
life. The first shows Srila Prabhupada 
boarding the steamship Jaladuta to preach 
Krishna Consciousness in the English 
speaking world.

In the second diorama, Srila Prabhupada 
sits beneath a tree in New Vrindaban 
preaching to his newly-initiated American 
disciples. Emanating from the tree w ill be 
the fruits of Srila Prabhupada’s preaching 
activities in America—book and prasadam  
distribution, temple construction, and cow 
protection.

Srila Prabhupada dictating his translation

and commentary of Srimad-Bhagavatam  is 
the subject of the th ird diorama, which 
describes how his books have been printed 
in numerous languages and distributed 
throughout the world.

* * *
In Sri Mayapura, West Bengal, the most 

impressive aspect to the visitor approach
ing the Sri Mayapura Project w ill be the im
mense 160-foot-high dome of Srila Prabhu- 
pada’s pushpa samadhi. The dome, the 
highest structure in all of Navadvipa, is 83 
feet wide and w ill be visible fo r miles.

It is designed so that light entering from 
windows at the top w ill reflect o ff mirrored 
surfaces, deflecting shafts of light across 
the interior of the dome, producing a shim
mering, ethereal effect.

An intricately designed lotus fountain 
w ill send a column of water down from the 
top floor through a spiral staircase.

The sam adhi mandira w ill be covered 
with white marble, granite, pink sandstone, 
terra cotta, and ceramic tile. The project is 
expected to be completed by November.

ISKCON’s Minister of Architecture, His 
Holiness Surabhir Abhipalayantam Swami, 
designer of the Krishna-Balarama Mandir 
and the Bombay temple complex, designed 
the Vrindavana and Mayapura samadhis, 
which in their exquisite architectural in tri
cacies can only reflect a fraction of the 
glory of the Lord’s pure devotee. His Divine 
Grace Srila Prabhupada, who has brought 
hope of eternal life to the suffering, condi
tioned souls of the Kali-yuga.



The ISKCON WORLD REVEW
Vol. 1 No. 10 Newspaper o f the Hare Krishna Movement

Panam a ’s chief, VP 
allies of Vedic culture

Panama’s prasldant, here offering grains, smiled when told he was losing bad karma.

By Shaunaka daaa

T he country ’s leader and his ministers 
attend Lord Chaitanya’s Appearance 
Day festival. The president donates 

12.5 acres o f choice land in the heart o f the 
capital city fo r a new temple and Vedic cul
tura l center, while the vice-president do
nates generously to speed mass distribu
tion  o f the future lawbooks o f mankind.

Sounds like Bhargta-varsha 5,000 years 
ago, right?

COLON, PANAMA—Panamanian Presi
dent Aristides Royo, who recently pre
sented the Hare Krishna movement with 5 
hectares of choice land in the heart of 
Panama City, has asked devotees to "help  
bring peace to today's troubled w orld ."

And the vice president listened intently 
as his nephew, Mayesha prabhu,explained 
the need for broadly distributing Vedic

knowledge to elevate the consciousness of 
humanity. Mayesha to ld the VP that the 
Panamanian devotees had fallen shy of 
the ir vow to pass out 50,000 books during 
the December sankirtana marathon. Agree
ing that Vedic literatures are fu ll of tran
scendental potency, the vice president 
donated the $1,500 difference to insure 
that their transcendental goal was reached.

Earlier this year at the grand opening of 
ISKCON’s recently completed center in 
Colon, television and newspaper reporters 
covered the ribbon-cutting ceremonies 
performed by Panama’s M inister of Educa
tion , Susana Richa de Torrijos.

Other distinguished guests at the open
ing included the mayor of Colon and the 
Brazilian Ambassador to Panama. Im
pressed by the beauty and craftsmanship of 
the temple, the Brazilian ambassador com-

Panama p 4

Mantra wins at Initiations a first in Muslim Pakistan 
Kumbha Mela
By Lokanatha Swami

ALLAHABAD, INDIA—M ore than 10 m il
lion  excited pilgrims gathered recently at 
Prayag, where the sacred Ganges, Yamuna, 
and Saraswati rivers converge, to observe 
Kumbha Mela, one of India’s oldest festi
vals.

Wandering naked sadhus—"naga babas”  
—and renunciates w ith long robes and 
flowering beards participated alongside 
Shankarite impersonalists. Catholic nuns, 
and Muslim laymen.

The group led by Their Lordships 
Jagannatha, Subhadra, and Balarama, how
ever, were especially ecstatic, chanting the 
maha-mantra to thousands over a public 
address system, engaging them in kirtana, 
and boldly preaching the message of Sri 
Chaitanya Mahaprabhu.

Arriving in the Srila Bhaktipada Hare 
Krishna traveling temple, 25 devotees (pri
marily from  Bombay temple) raised a pan-

Kumbha Mela/p. 7

By Garga Rlsbl daaa

KARACHI, PAKISTAN— Hundreds of joy
ous Pakistanis chanting ")aya Bhaktipada, 
laya Prabhupada" engulfed ISKCON guru 
Srila Kirtanananda Swami Bhaktipada as he 
stepped from  the jetliner's ramp to the tar
mac last month at the international airport 
here.

The ecstatic reception was, however, 
only the beginning of an avalanche of jub i
lant appreciation for Srila Bhaktipada’s 
visit, which included the first in itia tion of 
ISKCON devotees here. As his car neared 
the temple, throngs of people eager to 
meet an ISKCON guru swarmed the streets, 
chanting the maha-mantra to the rhythm of 
drums, bells, and karatalas. Flags, festoons, 
colored lights, and giant banners proclaim
ing "The People of Karachi Welcome Srila 
Bhaktipada" decorated the otherwise drab 
city streets.

Explaining the phenomenon, Amogha- 
lila prabhu, director of ISKCON activities in 
this Islamic land, said, "The Hindus of 
Pakistan are starving for Krishna Conscious
ness. As an isolated comm unity in a nation 
of Muslims, they are deeply grateful for

Ecstatic Pakistanis greet Srila Bhaktipada, 
visible at right center.

ISKCON’s programs and publications, 
which lift their spirits and rejuvenate their 
fa ith .”

Along with overseeing book production 
in Urdu, the local language, Amogha-lila 
prabhu has established a center in Karachi 
and carries out sankirtana daily in the c ity ’s 
streets.

After a w inding drive through the 
crowds, Srila Bhaktipada finally reached 
the temple, where he spoke to an audience 
o f thousands from  a stage erected in the 
street. He entreated them to attend to their 
spiritual needs and be wary of the entangle
ments of material life.

Before leaving for Africa, Srila Bhaktipada 
initiated seven Pakistani devotees and met 
w ith many local residents, Hindu and Mus
lim  alike.

The serious mood of the people was 
shown by the response of an elderly Islamic 
merchant to photos of the Palace of Gold in 
New Vrindaban. Although stunned by the 
beauty of the Palace, he revealed his deep
er comm itment to Srila Bhaktipada by stat
ing, " I  don ’t want his gold, I want h im .”

Srila Bhaktlpada/p 4

Tuscany hills alive with the sound of music, news
By Bhutatma daaa

The po in t is just to broadcast Krishna Consciousness, 
like it says in the shastras. We know  how sound passes 
through ether—how sound is the most subtle energy. We 
also know  the prediction o f Sri Chaitanya Mahaprabhu— 
every (own and village. So radio seemed like the perfect 
way to bring these two forces together. Now we can easily 
reach many towns and villages.

— Krishna Chaitanya dasa 
Founder, Radio Krishna Centrale

F LORENCE, ITALY—Thousands of residents of Flor
ence and other cities in the Tuscany region of west
ern Italy tune in to the powerful signal o f Italy's first 
transcendental radio station, reaching out to 2.5 m illion  

people w ith  Krishna conscious news, music, philosophy, 
and cultural programs 24 hours a day.

Radio Krishna Centrale was developed by Krishna 
Chaitanya prabhu, a nationally famous singer/songwriter 
who, before jo in ing ISKCON, worked as a disc jockey and 
founded an independent broadcasting company.

Understanding the pow er of radio to  com m unicate to

large numbers of people, Krishna Chaitanya presented his 
novel idea to his spiritual master, Srila Bhagavan Goswami. 
who immediately directed him to research and develop 
the project.

When a local frequency became available, Krishna 
Chaitanya was ready, and after a brief power struggle with

Radio Krishna: Using the subtle energy for God

another local station. Radio M onte Carlo, Radio Krishna 
Centrale was established for the transcendental benefit of 
m illions of people living in the Florence area. The station 
took about eight months to complete.

The programing is replete w ith  variety, entertainment, 
and creativity, always offering a fresh and interesting ap
proach to Krishna Consciousness.

One of the most popular shows. Bead Voi, meaning 
"you  are blessed because you can listen,”  fills the air 
waves fo r three hours every afternoon. The show takes 
cuts from  popular songs, movies, or TV shows, incorporat
ing them into  a Krishna conscious perspective on different 
aspects o f life.

"W e may open w ith a movie excerpt where a man is 
being murdered—a suspenseful, dramatic scene,”  Krishna 
Chaitanya explained. "As it reaches its climax we inject 
Krishna conscious philosophy on relevant subjects like 
death, gun control, nuclear war, abortion, or whatever 
connects to  the situation. The possibilities are un lim ited ."

"Naimisharanya,”  a daily one-hour program produced 
by His Holiness Shaumaka Maharaja, focuses on a different

Broadcastlng/p 4
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Abdul-Jabbar goes fo r the hoop.

Krishna’s team 
penetrates defense; 
center gets Gita
LOS ANGELES—Kareem Abdul-Jabbar, 
the 7'4" center for the Los Angeles 
Lakers, considered by many to be the 
topmost professional basketball player, 
graciously accepted Bhagavad-gita As 
It is from  devotees in Los Angeles 
recently.

The towering Abdul-labbar, who is 
no stranger to the Cita, carefully 
tucked the book and an accompany
ing letter into his carry-bag as he pre
pared to leave the Lakers’ special 
playoff-series practice session. By 
Krishna's grace. Bhutatma and Nalini- 
kantha prabhus were able to penetrate 
? form idable Lakers security guard 
defense to deliver the goods to  the 
appreciative superstar.

Less than two years ago the sports 
hero revealed his appreciation o f the 
Gita’s teachings when interviewed on 
national television. Questioned about 
striking another player in a dispute, 
Kareem explained, “ It’s like Krishna 
says in Bhagavad-gita, you’ve got to 
stand your ground. When you’ve got 
to  fight, you ’ve got to  figh t.”

C L I  PP_______
Hare Krishna Chant Unsettles Soviets

.....................  • -■— I----1 u —

The fo llow ing  article, depicting the 
Krem lin’s displeasure with the rapidly- 
expanding Krishna Consciousness move
m ent in the Soviet Union, written by a 
N E W  Y O R K  T IM E S reporter, appeared 
in newspapers in Europe. Australia. 
India, and  the U. S.

New York Times News Service

The Hare Krishna Movement, whose 
saffron-robed devotees have long been 
familiar in the U.S., has begun making 
inroads in the Soviet Union, and the 
Kremlin does not appear to be pleased.

According to a published Soviet 
account, the group has won disciples 
among educated people such as engineers 
and technicians, who were thought to be 
toughened against what the Kremlin re
gards as Western ideological subversion, 
but who found themselves poorly prepared 
to cope with mantra-reciting youngsters.

Their chanting and meditation appear to 
have found fertile ground in the Soviet 
Union, a country where the practice of 
yoga to achieve a higher level of con
sciousness has long had a following 
among intellectuals. The Hare Krishna 
group teaches a devotional kind of yoga 
known as bhakti, calling for selfless dedi
cation to Krishna, a Hindu god.

The Soviet newspaper Sotsialisti- 
cheskaya Industriya. a national daily 
read by industrial managers, conceded 
that the beliefs and precepts o f yoga 
appealed to knowledgeable people.

“ It has become fashionable in the 
Soviet Union to fast for health reasons 
and to follow all sorts o f diets, and yoga 
advocates vegetarianism,“  the paper 
said. “ We are fighting against drunken
ness and condemn smoking, and yoga 
prohibits the use o f both alcohol and 
nicotine. We are trying to put crass 
materialism to shame, and yoga calls for 
asceticism and for renouncing the attri
butes of well-being.”

But the newspaper, intent on portray
ing the Hare Krishna - Movement as a 
subversive device imported from the 
West, pointed out that while teaching 
ancient Indian philosophy, the move
ment in fact had an American base and 

I received most of its financial support 
from Americans.

What makes the movement unaccept
able in the Soviet Union, the newspaper 
said, is that its emphasis on simple living 
and meditation diverts devotees from 
problems of everyday life and useful 
work and slows social and economic 
progress.

The industrial daily, which is publish
ed by the Communist Party’s Central 
Committee, conceded that the Soviet 
authorities themselves had in effect 
opened the doors to the Hare Krishna 
Movement by admitting its publishing 
arm, the Bhaktivedanta Book Trust, of 
Los Angeles, to the Moscow Inter
national Book Fair in 1979.

W hile refusing visas to leading 
American publishing executives such as 
Robert L. Bernstein, chairman o f Random 
House, and weeding out undesirable titles 
from displays, the authorities appear to 
have given virtually free reign to the Krishna 
publishing house to exhibit books on 
India's ancient Vedic philosophy.

The 1979 book fair was attended by 
thousands o f Russians, predominantly 
young and with the dress and bearing of 
the better educated. Some o f them, 
apparently predisposed to the discipline 
o f yoga, readily found their way to the 
exhibit, helping out as interpreters or in 
some other capacity.

By the fall o f 1980, according to 
Sotsialisticheskaya Industriya. the move
ment had spread as far as 2,000 miles east 
o f Moscow, to the Siberian city o f 
Krasnoyarsk, where a Hare Krishna

chapter installed itself at the local House 
of Culture, the community center, under 
the guise of a health club.

A young Russian who had helped at the 
book exhibit, Yevgeny Tretyakov, appear
ed at the first meeting in saffron garb, 
recited mantras, and explained that the 
way to health was through Krishna Con
sciousness. The chapter continued to meet 
in the homes of devotees, changing ad
dresses from time to time to avoid
detection.

In the end, the law caught up with Mr. 
Tretyakov. He was sentenced to an un
specified term as a “ social parisite.”  

The Soviet press tends to seize on specif
ic examples to make a more general point, 
and publication o f the Hare Krishna ex
pose in a major newspaper with a national 
circulation suggested that the devotional 
movement had won followers not only in
Krasnoyarsk.

“ Most o f them understand by now," the 
paper said, “ that they have allowed them
selves to succumb to alien influences, 
swallowing the lure cast out by our ideo
logical foes.

“ But there are others,”  it went on point
edly, “ who have yet to understand.”

—By Theodore Shabad

Srila Prabhupada in Red Square: Moscow book fair opened the door

George’s book sings glories of Sri Krishna

_____________________________  » _______________________ i
Srlla Prabhupada, George’s ex-wffe Patti, George, and Dhananjaya 
dasa at ex-Beatle’s Oxforshlre estate.

George Harrison’s recently published 
autobiography, I, Me, M ine, is fu ll o f praise 
and appreciation fo r Srila Prabhupada and 
the Krishna Consciousness movement.

The book ’s cover photo shows George 
wearing his tulasi neck beads, and inside 
are two full-page devotional pictures—one 
of George with Srila Prabhupada in England 
and another of him chanting japa on his 
beads.

George introduced millions to the chant
ing o f Hare Krishna w ith his famous song 
My Sweet Lord, and much o f the book con
sists o f lyrics to his most im portant songs, 
along w ith narrations o f the events sur
rounding their creation, in which George 
movingly reveals his feelings for Srila 
Prabhupada and Krishna.

"The Lord Loves the One That Loves the

George Harriaon/p
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ISKCON gets 3 new Initiating gurus

ISKCON'a Governing Body Commission (GBC) has named three new Initiating 
spiritual masters. Srila Gopala Krishna Goswaml manages the Indian BBT and Is 
GBC for Northern and Western India and Canada. Srila Panchadravlda Swaml Is 
GBC for Mexico, Central America, Colombia, and Ecuador. Srila Bhaktisvarupa 
Damodara Swaml Is director of the Bhaktlvedanta Institute and GBC for Manipur, 
India, and nearby areas. __________________________________________

Festival of the Chariots: Bliss 
in Reagan's back yard.

W ' 'Hir w

Hari-nama brightens Death Wish II
HOLLYWOOD, CALIF.—Charles Bronson’s latest film . D eath W ish II, brings hari-nama  
sankirtana alive on the silver screen, complete w ith ecstatic chanting, dancing, and a fu ll
screen shot of a co lorfu l m aha-m antra  signboard.

As the craggy urban vigilante Bronson pursues the bad guys along the dark, seedy 
streets o f downtown Hollywood, the tense mood suddenly dissolves as blissful devotees 
pour into view, purifying moviegoers w ith the transcendental vibration of Krishna’s Holy 
Name.

But this is only one of the more than two dozen feature films that have included the 
m aha-m antra, Hare Krishna devotees or actors portraying them, or dialogue and music in 
which the m aha-m antra  or ISKCON play a part.

In A u d rey  Rose, which deals with reincarnation, the devotees, who appear in a 
courtroom  scene, supplied a beautiful, prerecorded arrangement of the Hare Krishna 
m aha-m antra  that was used in the soundtrack. On the set during the film ing of Walt 
Disney’s The D evil a n d  Max Devlin, in which an ecstatic hari-nama party also appears, 
devotees chated about Krishna Consciousness w ith lead actor Elliot Gould, watching him 
eagerly down several steaming king-ijzed samosas. The Los Angeles temple (now ac
customed to cooking for actors on Hollywood movie sets), had catered a sumptuous 
prasadam  lunch that day to the Max Devlin cast, directors, make-up staff, technicians, 
and extras. Dialogue in the M u p p et M ovie  is repeatedly punctuated with the phrase “ try 
Hare Krishna.’’ In the satire, Airplane  (a top box-office hit) shaven-headed actors, neatly 
dressed in kurtas and dhotis, figure prominently in a zany 90-minute comedy spoof 
about airlines.

Nearly all the films, however present the Hare Krishna Movement tailor-made to Lord 
Chaitanya’s pleasure —hari-nama chanting parties belting out the Hare Krishna mantra at 
peak decibel readings.

The list o f films relating to Krishna Consciousness also includes: Hair, Earthquake, Time 
A fte r  Time, A tlantic City, O n e  Trick Pony, U ncle jo e  Shannon, The Uranium Conspiracy, 
The Big Fix, W ho  is Harry Kellerm anf, Y outhquake, The Sting, and K entucky Fried M ovie.

D.C. Ratha set for Washington Monument
W A S H IN G T O N , D .C .— The w o r ld -re n o w n e d  
Washington M onum ent, site of America’s largest 
peace demonstrations, w ill be the location of the 
planet’s most famous celebration of love, as the oldest 
religious festival, Rathayatra, comes to Washington 
D.C., August 21.

Three colossal chariots, bearing the Deity forms of 
Lord Jagannatha, Lord Balarama, and Lady Subhadra, 
afloat in a sea of dancing, chanting devotees, w ill roll 
down the Washington Mall at noon. The colorful 
Festival of the Chariots parade w ill begin at the 
Capitol build ing and proceed along the 1.2 mile route 
to spectacular festival grounds at the 555-foot high 
Washington Monument.

The festival, just two blocks from the White House, 
w ill feature Bahudaka prabhu’s Vancouver, Canada 
band, Nam Hatta, Indian perform ing artists, opulent 
prasadam , and the complete array of ISKCON cultural 
displays: video shows, fine art, sculpture, ISKCON 
photo and philosophy panels, India tents, and booths 
especially dedicated to the festival theme—"W orld  
Peace Through Krishna Consciousness.”

“ On weekends in late August, the mall is packed with thousands of tourists from all 
over the world,’’ said Sesha prabhu, festival director and Potomac temple president. "This 
Rathayatra w ill be broadcast all over the w orld .”

Permission fo r ISKCON to use the mall and the monument grounds was recently given 
by the United States National Parks Services. "W e w ill be sending a special invitation to 
President Reagan,”  Sesha said. Perhaps the President, whose popularity i$ plummeting 
daily w ith a recession economy, w ill saunter over and get the mercy.

20,000 applaud Butcher’s Nightmare
BOGOTA, COLOMBIA— ISKCON’s transcendental drama preaching cow protection, 
The Butcher's N ightm are, carried 20,000 ecstatic Colombian spectators through agonies 
and ecstasies as devotees delivered a thought-provoking and emotionally moving 
performance.

The huge crowd, including many of Colombia’s leading citizens, had gathered for the 
inauguration o f the newly-refurbished Media-Torta Amphitheater here. The drama was 
the spiritual highlight of the evening’s special program, but spectators were especially 
surprised and pleased by the grand finale. W hile thundering applause still resounded, 20 
enthusiastic representatives o f Lord Chaitanya, clad in fu ll Vaishnava regalia, and led by 
His Holiness Alanatha Swami, poured onstage to climax the production with rousing 
kirtana and dancing.

Holiday Inn offers day in Vaikuntha
MOUNDSVILLE, W. VA.—The Holiday Inn 
here has something new to offer travelers: a 
day in the spiritual world. The Wheeling 
Holiday Inn is now promoting a Prabhupada’s 
Palace of Gold tour package that includes 
admission, lunch, and a tour. West Virginia is 
taking notice of New Vrindaban in a big way.

The state’s Travel Development Depart
ment recently announced that Prabhupada’s 
Palace is one of the five most popular tourist 
attractions in the state. The other four have 
been in operation for at least 30 years each, 
and the Palace, open for only two years, is 
credited as having the biggest opening of 
any single attraction in the state’s history.

State tourism officials now include three 
coupons fo r use at the Palace in a discount 
booklet, which, fo r a cost o f one dollar, en
titles the holder to $1,000 of discounts 
throughout the state. No other attraction 
has more than one coupon and many are not 
included at all. But Srila Prabhupada’s Palace 
has three coupons: one for admission, another 
for the restaurant, and a th ird  for a 20 percent discount at the Palace gift shop.

W ith interest in the Palace growing rapidly, devotees have begun another p ro ject: a 50- 
room guesthouse where pilgrims can spend the night.

In March, Mahabuddhi prabhu, general manager of Prabhupada’s Palace, met with 
West Virginia Gov. John D. Rockefeller IV. The governor, who had breakfast w ith 
Mahabuddhi a few months earlier, was especially appreciative of the Palace and its effect 
on tourism. " I  have no doubt now of the tremendous drawing power the Palace of Gold 
has for tourism in West Virginia,”  he said. The governor also pledged to try to have the 
road to the Palace improved.

And recognition of the Palace and the New Vrindaban community is rapidly spreading 
throughout the co u n ty  as well. United Press International recently released a major 
favorable article, printed in many papers across the country. Numerous television pro
grams have been produced also. ABC’s That’s Incred ib le  w ill film  a segment this summer;
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Palace representative Mahabuddhi 
meets Gov. John D. Rockefeller IV; 
inset—Holiday Inn advertisement.
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...Srila Bhaktipada In Africa

Brazilian ambassador: Panama temple’s like ‘walking Into spiritual world.’

...Panama
pared the experience of entering the temple 
to "w alking into the spiritual w o rld ."

Colon’s temple, bu ilt with the help of the 
local Hindu community, and designed by 
Bashkara and Hari Hara prabhus, both of 
whom gained expertise while working with 
ISKCON’s First American Transcendental 
Exhibition (FATE), is the first Latin American

temple to feature traditional Indian archi
tecture. Built in the Rajastani style o f Jaipur, 
the new temple features original Rajastani 
paintings depicting the pastimes of Lord 
Krishna.

Numerous schools, church groups, and 
institutions from all over Panama interested 
in Vedic culture and philosophy are already 
booking tours as the center rapidly gains 
recognition throughout the country.

Steaming-hot Ghana, Africa was Srila 
Bhaktipada's next stop on his world preach
ing tour. He appeared as a special guest on 
Ghana's national television station and ex
plained that spiritual knowledge is the key 
to a developing country's real growth and 
progress.

in addition,, he met with many prominent 
citizens of Ghana, among them a Supreme 
Court Justice who studies Bhagavad-gita As 
It Is and wears tilaka to court. Srila Bhakti
pada also gave in itia tion  to L. Ankira, the 
son of Ghana’s form er president.

After touching down in Lagos, Nigeria, a 
police escort swept Srila Bhaktipada from 
the airport to  the temple, where he in itia t
ed the influential chief of police, giving 
him the name Arjuna dasa. Srila Bhaktipada 
explained to news reporters, " I t  is crucial 
for Nigeria to take up Krishna Consciousness 
before the western materialist influence 
becomes too prom inent."

Later in his stay he lectured at the Univer
sity o f Nigeria, where fo r nearly two hours 
enlivened students asked question after 
question. One girl inquired if ISKCON had 
human sacrifices. "Yes," replied Srila 
Bhaktipada, as her eyes widened, "But ours 
is a living human sacrifice—sankirtana  
yajna—a sacrifice of chanting, dancing, and 
feasting."

As a continent fu ll o f developing nations, 
Africa is the target of many "isms," all strug
gling to exploit its potential resources.

"B u t," Srila Bhaktipada said as he prepared 
to depart, "by the mercy of Srila Prabhupada 
and Lord Chaitanya, ISKCON will capture 
Africa first.”

Lagos police chief Arjuna dasa and guru

...Broadcasting Chaitanya’s message in Tuscany
One of the most popular shows, Beati Voi, meaning 

"you  are blessed because you can listen," fills the air
waves for three hours every afternoon. The show takes 
cuts from  popular songs, movies, or TV shows, incorporat
ing them into  a Krishna conscious perspective on different 
aspects of life.

"W e may open with a movie excerpt where a man is 
being murdered—a suspenseful, dramatic scene," Krishna 
Chaitanya explained. "As it reaches its climax we inject 
Krishna conscious philosophy on relevant subjects like 
death, gun contro l, nuclear war, abortion, or whatever 
connects to  the situation. The possibilities are unlim ited.”

"Naim isharanya," a daily one-hour program produced 
by His Holiness Shaumaka Maharaja, focuses on a different 
area of philosophy each day in a straightforward way.

"East and West, a show done by Gaura Krishna prabhu, 
deals with the mystical side o f Krishna Consciousness," 
Krishna Chaitanya continued. "So many people are in
trigued by ‘far ou t’ things like mystic siddhis and para
psychology, so he uses those subjects to present Vedic 
culture and bhakti-yoga  as the goal of all mystic pursuits.

"Bhaktin Marie Bradby, an American girl who was previ
ously a professional singer, has an innovative show called 
ISKCON Music that gets a lot of feedback from the 
pub lic ," Krishna Chaitanya said. "She plays music in both 
Italian and English and then translates,spicing it w ith some 
philosophical commentary. This is one show we plan to 
distribute commercially in the near future."

Other regular features include a Vedic cooking class 
called Radio Kitchen, a show fo r youngsters—Radio Chil
dren, and classes in Bhagavad-gita; we have Vaishnava 
kirtana and even a short japa time.

"Touring neighboring towns and villages in the specially- 
equipped Radio Krishna Centrale mobile studio van also

supplies stimulating material for interview programs and 
other shows involving interactions with local people.

The Friends of Lord Krishna (FOLK) membership pro
gram in the Villa Vrindavan area has also benefited sub
stantially from the broad appeal of Radio Krishna Centrale. 
O ut o f the station's large regular audience, many are com
ing forward to become vegetarians, read Srila Prabhupada’s 
books, chant japa, and invite devotees into their homes.

" I t ’s our intention to be considered part of the com
m unity ," Krishna Chaitanya explained. "N o t that we’re 
up on a h illtop  beaming out our messge, but that listeners 
feel they know us—that we’re their friends."

The devotees at Radio Krishna Centrale are certainly qual
ified as true friends o f their listeners, because they con
stantly rem ind them that Krishna, God, is the best friend of 
all living beings.

I3
Radio Krishna: ‘Not just on a hilltop beaming out our message. Listeners know us—we’re their friends.’

1 1 ME MINE,
\jG e o > g  H a n s o n j

...Harrison
Lord I wrote after Swami A. C. Bhakti- 
vedanta came to my house one afternoon. 
His life is an example to all of us. The things 
that most people are struggling fo r is fame 
or fortune or wealth or position: always 
that’s the ir main ambition and desire in life 
—to be rich or famous or to have a big rep
utation, and really none of it is important 
because in the end, death w ill take it ail 
away. So we spend our life  struggling for 
something which is in effect a waste of time. 
After talking to Swamiji about all that I 
wrote this song. The Lord Loves th e  O n e  
Who Loves th e  Lord.

Explaining the background to It Is H e  
P "  (faya Sri Krishna), George says, "Vrindavana

is one o f the holiest cities in India—the 
whole town is Krishna conscious— every
one everywhere was chanting Hare Krishna 
and various permutations on that.

George writes that the song Beware o f  
D arkness was influenced by the devotees 
who stayed w ith him in London.

" Beware o f  Darkness was written at 
home in England during a period when I 
had some of my friends from  the Radha- 
Krishna temple staying: ‘Watch out for 
maya’....The lyrics are self-explanatory."

Describing how the song A w aiting O n  
You All is about japa meditation, George 
writes, "M ost mantras fo r japa  utilize the 
many names of God : the m aha-m antra  has 
been prescribed as the easiest and surest 
way fo r attaining God realization in this 
present age.” George with fuJas/s—cover photo; chanting on beads.
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Icy mines to torrid jungles: 
flood pours mercy on Bolivia
L A PAZ, BOLIVIA—The brahmacaris 

scrambled up the rugged slopes from 
the Andean plateau, at over 12,000 

feet above sea level, to the remote tin m in
ing centers 6,000 feet higher. Despite tem
peratures of 20°F, they descended into tun
nels more than 1,000 feet deep to distribute 
Srila Prabhupada’s books to the miners.

The party then traveled to the agricultur
al valleys far below, and finally the swelter
ing Amazon jungles, regularly hotter than 
100°F in the shade.

The inundation had begun, as Bolivia's 
three main geographic zones received Srila 
Prabhupada’s books.

In 1975, under the direction of His Holi
ness Jagajivana Goswami, Prahladanatha

prabhu led this pioneering effort to distrib
ute Krishna Consciousness in Bolivia, a 
country of contrasting religious traditions. 
Besides Catholicism, introduced by the 
Spanish in the 16th century, Bolivians prac
tice Pachamama, veneration of the land.

In 1979, w ith the arrival of Bhakti-abhay- 
charan Swami, now temple president here 
in La Paz, Bolivia’s capital, devotees estab
lished the Centro Cultural Hare Krishna 
(Hare Krishna Cultural Center). They soon 
acquired a large house in one of the city ’s 
most prestigious neighborhoods. With 
more than 20 resident devotees, almost all 
Bolivian, preaching programs from hari- 
nam a  parties to prasadam  distribution to 
lectures at libraries, universities, and other

institutions were added to book distribution.
In addition, a public affairs program of 

meetings with high-level government o ffi
cials, cultural authorities, and educators, 
has fu rther increased the fame of the 
devotees, and the La Paz center has be
come well-respected and appreciated in all 
circles.

Devotees often travel between Bolivia's 
main cities to present Vedic knowledge at 
exhibitions and book fairs. The temple also 
boasts a candle factory that produces about 
2,000 fast-selling candles monthly.

Bhakti-abhay-charan Maharaja reports 
that the next major preaching project will 
be the first Krishna conscious agricultural 
comm unity in the Andes.

Bolivia’s Minister of Planning, above, 
meets H. H. Bhakti-abhay-charan Swami, 
GBC Srila Acharyapada, and H. H. Jaga
jivana Swami. Bolivian native gets a book, 
above left; village mnklrtana, right.

Nobel laureate urges science of self-realization
very happy to be here w ith you. You are all everything that anyone who is working in
gentle and good people and I very much this fie ld is trying to learn, never touches,
enjoyed hearing your chanting. This is a never approaches answering the question
very beautiful tem ple." of what it means to see. Does a frog know

Like the great scientist Sir Issac Newton, that it is reacting to light? There is nothing,
who remarked that the knowledge he had absolutely nothing that I can do in the
accumulated was like a few grains of sand whole of science to answer that question.

Nobel laureate Dr. George Wald, left, addresses devotees at ISKCON’s Juhu Beach 
temple. The scientist, who criticized modern educational techniques, greets excited 
gurukula students, left. Srila Bhaktisvarupa Damodara Swami is at right.

By Maharudra daaa

O M B A Y — N obe l Laureate Dr. 
George Wald, visiting w ith  ISKCON 
scientists recently at the Bhakti- 

vedanta Institute (Bl), condemned modern 
educational techniques that force children 
“ onto  the track,”  and urged instead that 
man become more “ ch ild like ”  and inquisi
tive, so that he may comprehend the u lti
mate goal of human life.

Wald, who won the Nobel Prize in 1967 in 
physiology for his work on the role of vita
min A in  vision, visited w ith  devotees for 
two days prior to speaking at the Inter
national Seminar on the Living State held in 
New Delhi.

The scientist, presently head of Harvard 
University’s biology department, is a vege
tarian and loves a good kirtana. This was 
not his first meeting w ith devotees. Wald, 
who recently debunked the Big Bang the
ory of the origin of the universe, noted

before that " I t ’s good physics, not vague 
mysticism, to consider consciousness the 
source o f matter.”

A firm  believer in the philosophy of " life  
comes from  life ,”  Wald said that this expla
nation of the origin of life is far superior to 
the astrophysicists’ notion of the continu
ous creation of hydrogen in the universe 
from  nothing, or the theoretical physicists’ 
idea that elementary particles came from 
empty space.

The scientist, who believes that a sentient 
being or "universal m ind”  created and 
controls the universe, noted that in the 
early 1900’s, there was "a monumental gen
eration o f physicists. And they knew, as all 
scientists co u ld  know, that the point of sci
ence is fundamentally religious. It is to try 
to  understand the nature of reality. And 
they knew as all major physicists know that 
reality is ever so much bigger than the por
tion o f it that can be studied as science.

Dr. Wald, addressing a gathering of 
devotees in the Bombay temple, said " I  am

on the shore of the great ocean of knowl
edge, Dr. Wald knows that material science 
cannot come to grips with consciousness of 
the soul.

" I  can deal w ith the rfiaterial body as a 
scientist, but there is something else I don ’t 
know any way to approach," Dr. Wald said, 
"nor can it really be approached by science. 
You see, I have spent most of my scientific 
life studying what goes on in eyes—vision. 
And now there are large numbers of sci
entists who are studying these things, but 
everything we have learned together, and

There is nothing I can do as a scientist that 
w ill identify either the presence or the ab
sence o f consciousness. Consciousness lies 
beyond science. And yet w ithout con
sciousness, there can be no science. Sci- 
ience is a small territory within a very-much- 
larger reality, and that larger reality includes 
consciousness."

Dr. Wald criticized today’s educational 
process, which "sets each child on a track. 
Why do we do that? Because we feel that

Wald/p. 10
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Innocent citizen myth 
at core of nuke debate
Spiritual energy only remedy for destructive karma

Catching many political leaders unaware, 
the issue of nuclear disarmament has 
once more surfaced as a major public 

issue. Nuclear freeze demonstrations now 
threaten the fabric of America’s post-World 
War I I  alliance with Europe. Even the com
munist countries are not immune to the 
upheaval.

So what’s new about all this? Haven’t the 
dire predictions of nuclear holocaust and the 
patient, reasoned pleadings for peace been 
echoing ever since the nuclear age dawned with 
ghastly suddenness at Hiroshima? Can we 
hope against hope that another UN  special 
conference, another summit meeting, another 
round of massive grass roots demonstrations 
w ill cause atomic weapons and the dire conse
quences of their use to vanish? How much 
longer must we hear the same nerve-jangling 
replays of anti-nuclear rhetoric?

Maybe it ’s time for a totally new approach, 
one that goes below the surface and takes into 
account the real cause of the nuclear dilemma— 
the laws of karma, which John Lennon sang 
about:

Instant karma's gonna get you 
gonna knock you right on the head!
You better get yourself together.
Pretty soon you 're gonna be dead.

What karma could be more instant than 
an atomic bomb? Nuclear weapons are the 
prize toys of the world’s governments, which 
now spend more than $700 billion per year 
(about $1.3 million per minute) perfecting 
all types of life-destroying gadgetry. H alf 
the planet’s scientists and engineers are 
working on them, and they’re doing a real 
bang-up job on the late-model nuclear 
devices.

Appearing lately in local newspapers, 
official-looking maps with neatly-drawn 
concentric circles show the effects emanat
ing from ground zero o f a 20-megaton air burst 
over Your Home Town—twenty megatons 
means a blast equivalent to the explosion of 20 
million tons of TN T. Both the U.S. and the 
USSR have thousands of such weapons in 
their atomic stockpiles. Presendy there are 
some 50,000 nuclear warheads on earth, pos
sessing the explosive yield of 1.6 million times 
that of the antique bomb dropped on Hiroshima. 
I f  exploded above a major U. S. city, a 20- 
megaton bomb would:
•produce a fireball with temperatures o f 20-30 
million degrees Farenheit that would vaporize 
everything within a 1.5-mile radius, leaving a 
crater several hundred feet deep.
•create a silent heat flash traveling at the 
speed of light that would instantly k ill anyone 
within a 6-mile radius.
•emanate supersonic shock waves and 300 
mph winds that would knock down all struc
tures within a 6-mile radius.
•k ill 50% of the population within a 10-mile 
radius by direct thermal radiation and blast 
pressures.
•ignite a firestorm fueled by blazing oil storage 
tanks, ruptured gas lines, and so forth. This 
would turn bomb shelters into crematoriums, 
asphyxiating and dry-roasting anyone inside 
them.
•disperse lethal doses of fallout that would kill 
most other survivors downwind from the blast 
within 24 hours.

That’s the basic holocaust scenario most 
everyone’s protesting about. That’s why 
young people in skull masks are out in the 
streets of Paris, Bonn, Rome, Washington, 
Boston, etc.,—out there demonstrating against 
their governments.

The world’s religious leaders are out there, 
too. The Pope, Catholic bishops, Methodist 
ministers, Buddhist monks. And astute politi
cians, picking up their constituents’ vibes, are 
scrambling onto the anti-nuke bandwagon. 
And the doctors. And the scientists. And the

lawyers. And the movie stars. And the rock 
musicians.

Everyone’s wailing about the irrationality of 
the national leaders, the big bad guys with their 
grubby fingers on the buttons, who for the sake 
of national pride and prestige are ready to in
voke the fu ll horrors of atomic Armageddon 
upon millions o f innocent citizens. At last we 
arrive at the central myth of the whole nuclear 
freeze movement—the myth of the innocent 
citizen.

These hordes of innocent citizens surmise 
that i f  they can just get Ronnie and Leonid to sit 
down together, these two could sign some 
papers, shake hands, or kiss and make up, and 
solve the whole thing. The U.S. and the Soviet 
Union could bury the nuclear hatchet. I t  all 
sounds quite sane and rational, but it ’s based 
on a faulty analysis of the whole problem. The 
truth is, neither the U.S. nor the USSR is a 
free agent—they are both acting under the in
escapable law of karma.

An example from the Vedas, the timeless 
books of knowledge from ancient India, may 
help us to understand. The sages explain how 
fires sometimes occur in bamboo forests, due 
to friction between two trees, but the real cause 
of the fire is not the trees themselves, but the 
wind that brings them together. The trees are 
only instruments. In the same way, the U.S. 
and the USSR are not the real cause of the 
friction that exists between them—the friction 
that may well result in the forest fire o f nuclear 
war. The real cause is the invisible winds of 
karma. And that karma is being generated by

'Let's s e e  if I g o t th is  stra ight. First w e sa y  th e  Lord 's Prayer, th en  w e read from  the  
Torah. N e x t w e ligh t in c e n se  a n d  d o  Hare K rishna ch a n ts , then  we..."

(U.S. President Reagan recently proposed reinstitution of voluntary prayer in public schools—Ed.]

We pray on Sundays that we may have light 
to guide our footsteps on the path we tread 
We are sick o f war, we don't want to fight, 
and yet we gorge ourselves upon the dead.

And, His Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta 
Swami Prabhupada, the {ovadcx-acharya of the 
Hare Krishna movement and one of the great 
spiritual leaders of the present age, was even 
more penetrating in his analysis:

“ Those who k ill animals and give them un
necessary pain—as people do in slaughter
houses—w ill be killed in a similar way in the 
next life and in many lives to come. One can 
never be excused from such an offense....There 
are many rascals who violate their own reli
gious principles. According to Judaeo-Chris- 
tian scriptures, it is clearly said ‘Thou shalt not 
k ill.’ Nonetheless, giving all kinds of excuses,

‘It's the height of hypocrisy fo r  
someone to march fo r peace, then go 
to MacDonald's fo r a hamburger or 

home to grill a steak, roast a 
chicken, or fry  some fish . 9

none other than allegedly innocent John Q. 
Public. Karma is a law of nature, like time or 
gravity. Karma means that for every action 
there must be a reaction, and no one can escape
it.

A major effect of the law of karma is that i f  
'we cause pain and suffering to other living 
beings, then we must experience an equivalent 
amount of pain and suffering in return, both 
individually and collectively as a nation.

When we properly understand the law of 
karma, we can understand just how the neigh
borhood MacDonald’s hamburger stand and 
the local abortion clinic have much more to do 
with nuclear war than Reagan and Brezhnev. I f  
you think the descriptions of nuclear war are 
terrifying, then you should read descriptions of 
what goes on inside the world’s heavily auto
mated slaughterhouses. Millions o f animals 
are butchered daily on modem, cost-effective, 
computerized, production lines.

Many times the person who eats the meat 
says, “ Well, I haven’t killed anything.”  But by 
purchasing the meat neady packaged in the 
supermarket, he’s paying those who do the 
actual d irty work. And he’s just as guilty.

I t ’s the height o f hypocrisy for someone to 
march for peace, then go to MacDonald’s for a 
hamburger or home to g rill a steak, roast a 
chicken, or fry some fish. This mentality 
prompted George Bernard Shaw, one o f the 
world’s most famous vegetarians, to write:

even the heads of religion indulge in killing 
animals while trying to pass as saindy persons. 
This mockery and hypocrisy in human society 
bring about unlimited calamities; therefore 
occasionally there are great wars. Masses of 
people go out onto batdefields and kill each 
other. Presendy they have discovered the 
atomic bomb, which is simply waiting to be 
used for wholesale destruction.”

For those who understand the laws of karma, 
the cause of nuclear war is very dear. They 
realize the utter fu tility  of protest marches, 
signatures on nuclear freeze initiatives, and 
peace negotiations between heads of state. The 
real problem is that the Americans, Russians, 
Europeans, and practically everyone else on 
the planet is building up a huge debt of bad 
karma that can only result in disasters of the 
most terrible kind.

What’s more, the problem is being m ulti
plied by the 50 m illion abortions performed 
each year throughout the world. Again, the 
terrifying descriptions of nuclear war are easily 
matched by the descriptions o f the atrocities 
committed against unborn children. They are 
ripped into pieces by vacuum suction devices, 
sliced and diced by surgical knives, and scalded 
by saline solutions. The karmic reactions for 
these abortion deaths is incalculable. Com
bined with the karma from animal killing, the 
total karma awaiting the world’s people is 
multiplying so rapidly, unless drastic action is 
soon taken, nuclear war will be the only pos
sible result.

The real solution to avoiding a full-scale 
global holocaust is not marches and petitions, 
but rather a broad campaign to educate people 
about the laws of karma and convince them of 
the consequences o f mass murdering innocent 
animals and unborn children. That w ill go a 
long way toward preventing any increase in the 
world’s enormous burden of karma. But what 
about the mountain o f bad karma that has al
ready piled up? The subde, destructive en
ergies of karma can only be counteracted by an 
even more powerful, transcendental energy.

The Vedas, describe that spiritual energies, 
vasdy more powerful than even nuclear energy, 
are stored within certain mantras. When prop
erly chanted, these combinations of sound 
release their potencies. The most powerful 
force on earth is the Hare Krishna mantra, 
composed o f the holy names of God. The 
Vedas teach that God’s name, being non- 
different from God Himself, is supremely 
potent. Therefore, by even once chanting the 
holy name of Krishna, one can be freed from 
the karmic reactions of more sins than he could 
ever imagine committing.

The chanting o f the Hare Krishna mantra is 
now going on all over the world, in the streets 
of every town and village. I t  is going on in the 
capital cities o f the West, a fact well known to 
practically everyone. Although less well- 
known, the same chanting is going on, under
ground, in the Soviet Union, where the Hare 
Krishna movement has attracted thousands 
o f followers.

It  is this powerful chanting alone, on both 
sides of the Iron Curtain, that is the greatest 
hope for peace in the world, a peace that w ill 
never be achieved by people who have not 
understood the problem of violence in their 
own hearts.

—Drutakarm a dasa
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Repentant police chief 
ends Chilean nightmare
By Omkara data

W here were Mathuranatha and Janakra? For more 
than a year, it had become customary in Santi
ago, Chile fo r the sankirtana devotees to find 

themselves in jail at night, along w ith drug addicts, prosti
tutes, and thieves, their books confiscated by the police. 
They would be mistreated and insulted by both guards 
and prisoners, and in the morning a lawyer would have to 
defend them against charges of selling w ithout a license.

O ur men would come home exhausted after spending a 
night in a humid, dark cell fu ll of urine and excrement, 
and the next day they would be afraid the same thing 
would be repeated. Sometimes devotees would spend 
two or three nights a week in jail, and their anxiety from 
this inhibited their preaching and book distribution.

But today we decided that this could go on no longer. It 
was japa  time, and being in charge of public affairs, I pre
pared myself to go to the jai I where the devotees were reg
ularly held.

O ur temple president, Dharmananda prabhu had in
structed me a week before to get an official perm it fo r our 
sankirtana, and I had submitted to the minister in charge a 
long report fu ll of explanations and defenses about the 
d istribution o f books. But we had no idea how long this 
process would take or what the final results would be.

Dharmananda started to train me, giving me all sorts of 
arguments to  defend our position, advising me how to  talk 
to  the chief in charge. Actually, I know nothing o f this 
kind o f w ork—whom to  contact, o r how to act. But I did 
know that when entering a Chilean police station, one is 
expected to wait, listen, and obey, not to argue or defend.
I was not very hopeful about this mission.

Finally, Haridasa Thakura prabhu, a devotee that had 
studied to become a policeman, to ld me that each district 
of the city had a chief who was in charge of all policeman 
there. I called the chief o f the central zone and asked for 
an interview. Full of faith in Srila Acharyadeva and Sri 
Krishna, I went to the chief's office, but he was out to lunch. 
I decided to wait.

My mind began talking me out of this mission, dressed as I 
was in d h o ti, w ith  sikha  and tilaka. I imagined an unfavor
able chief o f police staring coldly at me, listening to our 
philosophy—a type o f person very insensitive toward re
ligion. I expected ill treatment, harsh orders, and nasty 
words.

As I waited, one policeman asked me fo r identification 
papers. He came and went several times, asking questions 
about the purpose o f my interview. Once he went out

w ith  a high-ranking officer who looked at me as though I 
were the most unpleasant sight on earth.

Finally, they brought me to the ch ief’s office, where a 
man of about SO years sat. To his left were some telephones 
o f d ifferent colors; to his right a Chilean flag and a whole 
board o f diplomas. I realized he was an important officer 
and that reassured me a little. He greeted me cordially, 
but seriously, and asked me to sit down in fron t of his desk. 
Then the fo llow ing dialogue began:

Police Chief: What do you want?
Omkara: I have come to present a complaint—your 
officers are making a mistake arresting our devotees 
who distribute literature. According to the latest 
statistics, 5.9 m illion  books are sold in Chile yearly. 
Having distributed 300,000 since January, our spiri
tual literature accounts fo r 6 percent of the books 
read in Chile. But your officers are treating our dev
otees as common delinquents, as vagrants—putting 
them in jail.
Police Chief: Oh no I Nol Nol This is very bad. (M y  
heart started  bea ting  (aster.) I beg you to excuse my 
men fo r this. I’m personally very sorry. (H e said this 
o ver a n d  over again, p u ttin g  his hands to  his head.)  
How can they do this? How can they take them to 
jail?
Omkara: Besides, sir, they put them w ith common 
convicts who say and do horrib le  things; they take 
away their books and the next morning make them 
pay fines.
Police Chief: Oh my God I How can they do this to 
you? (H e ke p t lam enting , ho ld ing  his h ea d  with his 
hands.) Do you have the books w ith you?
Omkara: Yes, I brought a sample of each. (I gave  
h im  six d ifferen t small books, tw o  m ed iu m s, tw o  
p o c k e t  bo o ks , a n d  th e  first vo lu m e  o f  Srimad- 
Bhagavatam, h ardbound .)
Police Chief: This is a wonderful book I How much 
do you ask fo r them?
Omkara: A voluntary contribution. People usually 
give between 150 and 1,000 pesos.
Police Chief: That's all? This book is priceless! Is 
this the original knowledge of Hindu philosophy? 
Omkara: Yes; these books present the Vedic wis
dom given 5,000 years ago.

The chief asked me where the devotees had been put in 
jail. Immediately he took the phone and called a number.

“ I have here w ith me the public relations representative 
o f the Hare Krishna Movement who is rightfu lly complain
ing about the detention of the devotees. None o f my

officers should jail any member o f the Hare Krishna 
M ovem ent."

After hanging up, the chief offered to be our helper 
whenever we might need him. I preached to him  about 
Krishna Consciousness, and he laughingly said that he 
would do anything we wanted except shave his head and 
wear a dhoti. He urged me to go and visit all the other civic 
authorities in Chile and talk to them about Krishna the 
same way I had w ith him, in order to clear away any mis
conceptions they might have about us. He said he liked 
very much our regulative principles, concepts, and our 
relationship w ith God.

When I went back to the temple, I found out that a de
votee who had been taken to jail at 4:00 p.m . was released 
at 5:30 p.m ., and no books had been taken away from  him.

Next day at noontime, two of the sankirtana devotees 
were missing at prasadam. Thinking that they m ight have 
been arrested, I went to the police station. A strange thing 
happened. All the policemen greeted me, saying Hare 
Krishna.

Oh no! No! No! This is 
very bad. I beg you to 

excuse my men for this. I’m 
personally very sorry. How 
can they do this? How can 

they take them to jail?
P o lice  c h ie f .  C e n tra l Z o n e  

S a n tia g o , C h ile

As I left I saw a group o f policemen marching to change 
guards. When the officer in command saw me, he shouted 
“ Stop!" He marched directly to me, and smiling, started to 
loudly chant the m aha-m antra. He pronounced it wrong, 
but when he finished, he asked me if he had done it right. I 
to ld  him exactly how it should be done, and he repeated it 
again.

Meanwhile, all 10 policemen were still in line, waiting 
fo r the ir commander. He said the mantra wrong again, 
and I corrected him, until he finally got it right. Then he 
turned to the policemen and said "M arch forward I "  and 
they left.

I left the police station, amazed and unable to  fu lly  com
prehend the mercy given by Lord Chaitanya to  his devo
tees. My heart was in ecstasy.

...Kumbha Mela: Chance to broaden Indian base

His Holiness Lokanatha Swaml leads klrtana at the recent Kumbha Mela festival, left. 
Devotees broadcast the message of Lord Chaitanya from the Srila Bhaktlpada Hare 
Krishna traveling temple, r ig h t Thousands of festlvalgoers expressed Interest In 
Krishna Consciousness.

dala and presented a program of lectures, 
kirtana, book distribution, and cinema fo r 
the transcendental enjoyment and edifica
tion  o f the surging crowds. The devotees, 
both Indian and Western, drew much at
tention throughout the 27,000-acre festival

site and the ir activities were widely report
ed by the Indian press.

The history and tradition of Prayag as a 
place of pilgrimage is well-known all over 
India. Lord Brahma and many sages through
ou t history have performed sacrifices and

penances here, and it was near the triveni 
sangam  (meeting of the three rivers) that 
Lord Chaitanya instructed Srila Rupa Go- 
swami in the science o f devotional service.

The Kumbha Mela festivals occur at six- 
and 12-year astrologically-ordained inter
vals at several alternating locations. Srila 
Prabhupada attended the festivals in 1971 
and 1977 w ith  many o f his disciples.

The tendency of many festivalgoers is 
that they feel they can act sinfully, come 
take a holy d ip  w ith the sages, become 
purified, and resume their nonsense, in 
much the same way that rascal Catholics 
take advantage of the Confessional.

So our purpose at the Kumbha Melas, as 
it is all over the world, is to elevate people 
beyond this third-class religiosity to the 
platform o f devotional service and the 
chanting of Hare Krishna, in order that they 
may become free from  the desire to com
mit sinful activities by experiencing the sat
isfaction o f purified  life in Krishna 
Consciousness.

We see the Kumbha Mela festivals as an 
excellent opportunity to broaden our 
movement’s base in India. So many young 
people we met this year are now interested 
in jo ining ISKCON, and thousands of others 
got a chance to see and hear our preaching 
firsthand. We w ill try to expand ISKCON’s 
involvement in the Kumbha Mela by both 
constantly improving our presentation and 
getting more devotees to come and take 
part.

Judging by the number of serious people 
who approached us wanting to get involved 
in Krishna Consciousness, the preaching at 
this year’s Kumbha Mela was certainly e f
fective and another step toward realizing 
Srila Prabhupada's vision of a happy, peace
fu l, spiritualized human society.
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Innocent citizen myth 
at core of nuke debate
Spiritual energy only remedy for destructive karma

i p a r a
Catching many political leaders unaware, 

the issue of nuclear disarmament has 
once more surfaced as a major public 

issue. Nuclear freeze demonstrations now 
threaten the fabric of America’s post-World 
War I I  alliance with Europe. Even the com
munist countries are not immune to the 
upheaval.

So what’s new about all this? Haven’t the 
dire predictions of nuclear holocaust and the 
patient, reasoned pleadings for peace been 
echoing ever since the nuclear age dawned with 
ghastly suddenness at Hiroshima? Can we 
hope against hope that another UN special 
conference, another summit meeting, another 
round of massive grass roots demonstrations 
w ill cause atomic weapons and the dire conse
quences of their use to vanish? How much 
longer must we hear the same nerve-jangling 
replays of anti-nuclear rhetoric?

Maybe it ’s time for a totally new approach, 
one that goes below the surface and takes into 
account the real cause of the nuclear dilemma— 
the laws of karma, which John Lennon sang 
about:

Instant karma's gonna gel you 
gonna knock you right on the head!
You better get yourself together.
Pretty soon you 're gonna be dead.

What karma could be more instant than 
an atomic bomb? Nuclear weapons are the 
prize toys o f the world’s governments, which 
now spend more than $700 billion per year 
(about $1.3 million per minute) perfecting 
all types o f life-destroying gadgetry. H a lf 
the planet’s scientists and engineers are 
working on them, and they’re doing a real 
bang-up job on the late-model nuclear 
devices.

Appearing lately in local newspapers, 
official-looking maps with neatly-drawn 
concentric circles show the effects emanat
ing from ground zero of a 20-megaton air burst 
over Your Home Town—twenty megatons 
means a blast equivalent to the explosion of 20 
m illion tons of TN T. Both the U.S. and the 
USSR have thousands of such weapons in 
their atomic stockpiles. Presendy there are 
some 50,000 nuclear warheads on earth, pos
sessing the explosive yield o f 1.6 million times 
that of the antique bomb dropped on Hiroshima. 
I f  exploded above a major U. S. city, a 20- 
megaton bomb would:
•produce a fireball with temperatures of 20-30 
million degrees Farenheit that would vaporize 
everything within a 1.5-mile radius, leaving a 
crater several hundred feet deep.
•create a silent heat flash traveling at the 
speed of light that would instantly kill anyone 
within a 6-mile radius.
•emanate supersonic shock waves and 300 
mph winds that would knock down all struc
tures within a 6-mile radius.
•k ill 50% of the population within a 10-mile 
radius by direct thermal radiation and blast 
pressures. • .
•ignite a firestorm fueled by blazing oil storage 
tanks, ruptured gas lines, and so forth. This 
would turn bomb shelters into crematoriums, 
asphyxiating and dry-roasting anyone inside 
them.
•disperse lethal doses of fallout that would kill 
most other survivors downwind from the blast 
w ithin 24 hours.

That’s the basic holocaust scenario most 
everyone’s protesting about. That’s why 
young people in skull masks are out in the 
streets o f Paris, Bonn, Rome, Washington, 
Boston, etc.,—out there demonstrating against 
their governments.

The world’s religious leaders are out there, 
too. The Pope, Catholic bishops, Methodist 
ministers, Buddhist monks. And astute politi
cians, picking up their constituents’ vibes, are 
scrambling onto the anti-nuke bandwagon. 
And the doctors. And the scientists. And the

lawyers. And the movie stars. And the rock 
musicians.

Everyone’s wailing about the irrationality of 
the national leaders, the big bad guys with their 
grubby fingers on the buttons, who for the sake 
of national pride and prestige are ready to in
voke the fu ll horrors of atomic Armageddon 
upon millions of innocent citizens. At last we 
arrive at the central myth of the whole nuclear 
freeze movement—the myth of the innocent 
citizen.

These hordes of innocent citizens surmise 
that i f  they can just get Ronnie and Leonid to sit 
down together, these two could sign some 
papers, shake hands, or kiss and make up, and 
solve the whole thing. The U.S. and the Soviet 
Union could bury the nuclear hatchet. I t  all 
sounds quite sane and rational, but it ’s based 
on a faulty analysis of the whole problem. The 
truth is, neither the U.S. nor the USSR is a 
free agent—they are both acting under the in
escapable law of karma.

An example from the Vedas, the timeless 
books of knowledge from ancient India, may 
help us to understand. The sages explain how 
fires sometimes occur in bamboo forests, due 
to friction between two trees, but the real cause 
of the fire is not the trees themselves, but the 
wind that brings them together. The trees are 
only instruments. In the same way, the U.S. 
and the USSR are not the real cause o f the 
friction that exists between them—the friction 
that may well result in the forest fire of nuclear 
war. The real cause is the invisible winds of 
karma. And that karma is being generated by

'L e t’s  s e e  if I g o t th is  stra ight. First w e sa y  the L ord 's Prayer, th en  w e read  from  the  
Torah. N e x t w e  ligh t in c e n se  a n d  do  Hare Krishna chan ts , th e n  w e ...'

[U.S. President Reagan recently proposed reinstitution of voluntary prayer in public schools—Ed.)

We pray on Sundays that toe may have light 
to guide our footsteps on the path tve tread; 
We are sick o f war, we don't want to fight, 
and yet we gorge ourselves upon the dead.

And, His Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta 
Swami Prabhupada, the iovmdm-acharya of the 
Hare Krishna movement and one of the great 
spiritual leaders of the present age, was even 
more penetrating in his analysis:

“ Those who kill animals and give them un
necessary pain—as people do in slaughter
houses—w ill be killed in a similar way in the 
next life and in many lives to come. One can 
never be excused from such an offense....There 
are many rascals who violate their own reli
gious principles. According to Judaeo-Chris- 
tian scriptures, it is clearly said ‘Thou shalt not 
k ill.’ Nonetheless, giving all kinds of excuses,

‘I t’s the height of hypocrisy fo r  
someone to march for peace9 then go 
to MacDonald’s for a hamburger or 

home to grill a steak, roast a 
chicken, or fry  some fish.*

none other than allegedly innocent John Q. 
Public. Karma is a law of nature, like time or 
gravity. Karma means that for every action 
there must be a reaction, and no one can escape
it.

A major effect of the law of karma is that i f  
'we cause pain and suffering to other living 
beings, then we must experience an equivalent 
amount o f pain and suffering in return, both 
individually and collectively as a nation.

When we properly understand the law of 
karma, we can understand just how the neigh
borhood MacDonald’s hamburger stand and 
the local abortion clinic have much more to do 
with nuclear war than Reagan and Brezhnev. I f  
you think the descriptions of nuclear war are 
terrifying, then you should read descriptions of 
what goes on inside the world’s heavily auto
mated slaughterhouses. Millions of animals 
are butchered daily on modern, cost-effective, 
computerized, production lines.

Many times the person who eats the meat 
says, “ Well, I haven’t killed anything.”  But by 
purchasing the meat neady packaged in the 
supermarket, he’s paying those who do the 
actual d irty work. And he’s just as guilty.

I t ’s the height o f hypocrisy for someone to 
march for peace, then go to MacDonald’s for a 
hamburger or home to grill a steak, roast a 
chicken, or fry some fish. This mentality 
prompted George Bernard Shaw, one of the 
world’s most famous vegetarians, to write:

even the heads of religion indulge in killing 
animals while trying to pass as saintly persons. 
This mockery and hypocrisy in human society 
bring about unlimited calamities; therefore 
occasionally there are great wars. Masses of 
people go out onto battlefields and k ill each 
other. Presently they have discovered the 
atomic bomb, which is simply waiting to be 
used for wholesale destruction.”

For those who understand the laws of karma, 
the cause of nuclear war is very clear. They 
realize the utter fu tility  of protest marches, 
signatures on nuclear freeze initiatives, and 
peace negotiations between heads of state. The 
real problem is that the Americans, Russians, 
Europeans, and practically everyone else on 
the planet is building up a huge debt of bad 
karma that can only result in disasters of the 
most terrible kind.

What’s more, the problem is being m ulti
plied by the 50 m illion abortions performed 
each year throughout the world. Again, the 
terrifying descriptions of nuclear war are easily 
matched by the descriptions of the atrocities 
commined against unborn children. They are 
ripped into pieces by vacuum suction devices, 
sliced and diced by surgical knives, and scalded 
by saline solutions. The karmic reactions for 
these abortion deaths is incalculable. Com
bined with the karma from animal killing, the 
total karma awaiting the world’s people is 
multiplying so rapidly, unless drastic action is 
soon taken, nuclear war w ill be the only pos
sible result.

The real solution to avoiding a full-scale 
global holocaust is not marches and petitions, 
but rather a broad campaign to educate people 
about the laws of karma and convince them of 
the consequences of mass murdering innocent 
animals and unborn children. That will go a 
long way toward preventing any increase in the 
world’s enormous burden o f karma. But what 
about the mountain of bad karma that has al
ready piled up? The subtle, destructive en
ergies o f karma can only be counteracted by an 
even more powerful, transcendental energy.

The Vedas, describe that spiritual energies, 
vasdy more powerful than even nuclear energy, 
are stored within certain mantras. When prop
erly chanted, these combinations of sound 
release their potencies. The most powerful 
force on earth is the Hare Krishna mantra, 
composed of the holy names o f God. The 
Vedas teach that God’s name, being non- 
different from God Himself, is supremely 
potent. Therefore, by even once chanting the 
holy name of Krishna, one can be freed from 
the karmic reactions o f more sins than he could 
ever imagine committing.

The chanting of the Hare Krishna mantra is 
now going on all over the world, in the streets 
of every town and village. I t  is going on in the 
capital cities o f the West, a fact well known to 
practically everyone. Although less well- 
known, the same chanting is going on, under
ground, in the Soviet Union, where the Hare 
Krishna movement has attracted thousands 
of followers.

I t  is this powerful chanting alone, on both 
sides of the Iron Curtain, that is the greatest 
hope for peace in the world, a peace that w ill 
never be achieved by people who have not 
understood the problem of violence in their 
own hearts.

—Drutakarm a daaa
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officers should jail any member o f the Hare Krishna 
M ovem ent."

After hanging up, the chief offered to be our helper 
whenever we might need him. I preached to him about 
Krishna Consciousness, and he laughingly said that he 
would do anything we wanted except shave his head and 
wear a dhoti. He urged me to go and visit all the other civic 
authorities in Chile and talk to them about Krishna the 

By Omkara data w ith a high-ranking officer who looked at me as though I same way I had with him , in order to dear away any mis-
were the most unpleasant sight on earth. conceptions they m ight have about us. He said he liked

W here were Mathuranatha and Janakra? For more Finally, they brought me to the ch ief’s office, where a very much our regulative principles, concepts, and our 
than a year, it had become customary in Santi- man of about 50 years sat. To his left were some telephones relationship w ith Cod.

ago, Chile fo r the sankirtana  devotees to find o f d ifferent colors; to his right a Chilean flag and a whole When I went back to the temple, I found out that a de- 
themselves in jail at night, along w ith drug addicts, prosti- board o f diplomas. I realized he was an important officer votee who had been taken to jail at 4:00 p.m . was released 
tutes, and thieves, their books confiscated by the police, and that reassured me a little. He greeted me cordially, at 5:30 p.m ., and no books had been taken away from  him. 
They would be mistreated and insulted by both guards but seriously, and asked me to sit down in front of his desk. Next day at noontime, two of the sankirtana devotees 
and prisoners, and in the morning a lawyer would have to 
defend them against charges of selling w ithout a license.

O ur men would come home exhausted after spending a 
night in a humid, dark cell fu ll o f urine and excrement, 
and the next day they would be afraid the same thing 
would be repeated. Sometimes devotees would spend 
two or three nights a week in jail, and their anxiety from 
this inh ib ited their preaching and book distribution.

But today we decided that this could go on no longer. It 
was japa  time, and being in charge o f public affairs, I pre
pared myself to go to the jail where the devotees were reg
ularly held.

O ur temple president, Dharmananda prabhu had in
structed me a week before to get an official permit for our 
sankirtana, and I had submitted to the minister in charge a 
long report fu ll of explanations and defenses about the 
d istribution of books. But we had no idea how long this 
process would take or what the final results would be.

Dharmananda started to train me, giving me all sorts of 
arguments to defend our position, advising me how to talk 
to  the chief in charge. Actually, I know nothing of this 
kind o f work—whom to  contact, or how to act. But I did 
know that when entering a Chilean police station, one is 
expected to wait, listen, and obey, not to argue or defend.
I was not very hopeful about this mission.

Finally, Haridasa Thakura prabhu, a devotee that had 
studied to become a policeman, to ld  me that each district 
of the city had a chief who was in charge of all policeman 
there. I called the chief of the central zone and asked for 
an interview. Full o f faith in Srila Acharyadeva and Sri 
Krishna, I went to the chief's office, but he was out to lunch.
I decided to wait.

My mind began talking me out of this mission, dressed as I 
was in d ho ti, w ith sikha and tilaka. I imagined an unfavor
able chief o f police staring coldly at me, listening to our 
philosophy—a type of person very insensitive toward re
ligion. I expected ill treatment, harsh orders, and nasty The chief asked me where the devotees had been put in turned to the policemen and said "M arch  fo rw ard !" and 
words. jail. Immediately he took the phone and called a number, they left.

As I waited, one policeman asked me fo r identification " I  have here w ith  me the public relations representative I left the police station, amazed and unable to fu lly com- 
papers. He came and went several times, asking questions o f the Hare Krishna Movement who is rightfully complain- prehend the mercy given by Lord Chaitanya to his devo- 
about the purpose o f my interview. Once he went out ing about the detention of the devotees. None o f my tees. M y heart was in ecstasy.

...Kumbha Mela: Chance to broaden Indian base

Then the fo llow ing dialogue began:
Police C hid: What do you want?
Omkara: I have come to present a complaint—your 
officers are making a mistake arresting our devotees 
who distribute literature. According to the latest 
statistics, 5.9 m illion  books are sold in Chile yearly. 
Having distributed 300,000 since January, our spiri
tual literature accounts for 6 percent of the books 
read in Chile. But your officers are treating our dev
otees as common delinquents, as vagrants—putting 
them in jail.
Police Chief: Oh no! No! No! Thisisvery bad. (M y  
heart started  bea ting  faster.) I beg you to excuse my 
men fo r this. I’m personally very sorry. (He said this 
o ve r  and  o ver  again, p u ttin g  his hands to  his head .) 
How can they do this? How can they take them to 
jail?
Omkara: Besides, sir, they put them with common 
convicts who say and do horrib le  things; they take 
away their books and the next morning make them 
pay fines.
Police Chief: Oh my God! How can they do this to 
you? (H e k e p t lam enting, h o ld in g  his h ead  w ith his 
hands.) Do you have the books with you? 
Omkara: Yes, I brought a sample of each. (I gave 
h im  six d iffe re n t small books, two m ed iu m s, tw o  
p o c k e t b o o ks , a n d  th e  first vo lu m e  o f  Srimad- 
Bhagavatam, hardbound .)
Police Chief: This is a wonderful book! How much 
do you ask fo r them?
Omkara: A voluntary contribution. People usually 
give between 150 and 1,000 pesos.
Police Chief: That’s all? This book is priceless! Is 
this the original knowledge o f Hindu philosophy? 
Omkara: Yes; these books present the Vedic wis
dom given 5,000 years ago.

were missing at prasadam. Thinking that they might have 
been arrested, I went to the police station. A strange th ing 
happened. All the policemen greeted me, saying Hare 
Krishna.

Oh no! No! No! This is 
very bad. I beg you to 

excuse my men for this. I’m 
personally very sorry. How 
can they do this? How can 

they take them to jail?
Police chief. Central Zone 

Santiago, Chile

As I left I saw a group of policemen marching to change 
guards. When the officer in command saw me, he shouted 
"S top!" He marched directly to me, and smiling, started to 
loudly chant the m aha-m antra. He pronounced it wrong, 
but when he finished, he asked me if he had done it right. I 
to ld  him exactly how it should be done, and he repeated it 
again.

Meanwhile, all 10 policemen were still in line, waiting 
fo r their commander. He said the mantra wrong again, 
and I corrected him , until he finally got it right. Then he

Repentant police chief 
ends Chilean nightmare

HI* Holiness Lokanatha Swaml lead« klrtana at the recent Kumbha Mela festival, left. 
Devotees broadcast the message of Lord Chaitanya from the Srtla Bhaktlpada Hare 
Krishna traveling temple, r ig h t Thousands of festivalgoers expressed Interest in 
Krishna Consciousness.

dala and presented a program of lectures, 
kirtana, book distribution, and cinema fo r 
the transcendental enjoyment and edifica
tion of the surging crowds. The devotees, 
both Indian and Western, drew much at
tention throughout the 27,000-acre festival

site and their activities were widely report
ed by the Indian press.

The history and tradition o f Prayag as a 
place o f pilgrimage is well-known all over 
India. Lord Brahma and many sages through
out history have performed sacrifices and

penances here, and it was near the triveni 
sangam  (meeting o f the three rivers) that 
Lord Chaitanya instructed Srila Rupa Go- 
swami in the science of devotional service.

The Kumbha Mela festivals occur at six- 
and 12-year astrologically-ordained in ter
vals at several alternating locations. Srila 
Prabhupada attended the festivals in 1971 
and 1977 with many o f his disciples.

The tendency of many festivalgoers is 
that they feel they can act sinfully, come 
take a holy d ip  w ith the sages, become 
purified, and resume their nonsense, in 
much the same way that rascal Catholics 
take advantage of the Confessional.

So our purpose at the Kumbha Melas, as 
it is all over the world, is to elevate people 
beyond this third-class religiosity to the 
platform of devotional service and the 
chanting of Hare Krishna, in order that they 
may become free from  the desire to com
mit sinful activities by experiencing the sat
isfaction o f pu rified  life  in Krishna 
Consciousness.

We see the Kumbha Mela festivals as an 
excellent opportunity to broaden our 
movement's base in India. So many young 
people we met this year are now interested 
in jo ining ISKCON, and thousands of others 
got a chance to  see and hear our preaching 
firsthand. We w ill try to  expand ISKCON's 
involvement in the Kumbha Mela by both 
constantly improving our presentation and 
getting more devotees to come and take 
part.

Judging by the number of serious people 
who approached us wanting to get involved 
in Krishna Consciousness, the preaching at 
this year’s Kumbha Mela was certainly e f
fective and another step toward realizing 
Srila Prabhupada’s vision of a happy, peace
fu l, spiritualized human society.
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2 1 ,0 0 0  c o p i e s  s o l d i

India’s No. 1 
Hindi bhajana 
singer offers a 
moving tribute\ 
to Sriia 
Prabhupada 
and the Hare 
Krishna 
Movement

Hari Om Sharan, whose devotional songs 
are heard and adored by Indian people everywhere, 

glorifies Srila Prabhupada as “ The great 
spiritual master who has benedicted the entire 

world by distributing freely pure Krishna bhakti."
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postpa id  in U. S.

$6.25 each cassette,
non-U. S. airm ail

S e n d  ca sh  ch eck , or m o n e y  order  
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sta nd in g . Order y w r  f r e e  c o lir catalog today 

M ore than 75  s le w s  t i  d e i s t  from , such a s : T h e  

R a m a y a n a — V r i n d a v a n ,  L a n d  o f  K r i s h n a —  
T h e  A c a r y a — and many n e r i  dram as, documen 
ta rie s . and lectures T i p  quality, low-priced video

ca sse tte s available in V?” , V « ' ,  NTSC (Am erican), and 
P A l  (ove rse as)

Please rusk me ywr fret tiri ci!« videotapi catalog
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.that the Hare Krishna 
Movement is

GREAT!
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Krishna Consaousness Movement (KCM-1)
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book ever produced by ISKCON— s*
photographs, news articles, statements, 
documents, and essays from more than 
28 countries!

About the KCM-1 supplement option: they ore sent 
every four months—the latest ecstatic statements, 

articles, etc., easily and neatly inserted in the KCM-1 
looseleof binder in seconds! A revised table of 

contents comes with eoch issue (Dock numbers will 
be available ot U. S. &4 eoch/$6 outside U. S.) 

Note KCM-1 replaces Documenting rhe Issue

Sections on: 
★
★
★

Srilo Prabhupada 
Book publication 
Sankirtana 
Festivals 
Historical roots 
Humanitarian work
Endorsements by important international figures

Order form below

r
I Rush m e____KCM-1 s at U. S. $15 each. Three sup

plements a year are U. 5. $12 ($15 outside U. S.)
I w ant____ such subscriptions. Enclosed is my
check/money order/bank draft for U. S. $ ____ .
NameI  

I
I Address 
I

! City______
I
I State_____
j or country

I

.Postal.
code

J  L

ISKC O N in t e r n a t io n a l  O f f ic e  o f  P u b l ic  A f f a i r s  
3 7 6 4  w a t s e k a  A v e n u e .  L o s  A n g e le s .  CA 0 0 0 3 4  USA

• i
i
i
i
i
i
i
i
i
i
i
i
i
i
i
i
i
i
i
i
i

. j



The ISKCON WORLD REVIEW 9

dill P iic tw
H e ’s A l l - A t t r a c t i v e

Temple presidents, sankirtan leaders, and grihastas—
we carry all styles of Indian paintings on silk and cotton in many sizes.
Our Miami warehouse has a great selection and cheap prices!

(— )

Fre«: Indian art-selling 
guide—explains all styles Jayarama dasa Adhikary 

10975 SW 36th St.

On request we'll send a 
devotee to train your 

roup how to sell 
Indian art!

The monthly ISKCON Report 
is now available worldwide!

. very helP^J 
“ It s v® n o o d -
and

all'
-I read «>«" -  r move
ù n d .« < * " d

t*

Specially written and designed 
fo r the people who shape 
public opinion.
Ideal for d istribution to:

□  Newspapers
□  TV and radio
□  Government officials
□  Academicians
□  Busy professionals
□  Judges and lawyers
□  VIPs

Bulk orders come with personalized name and address 
tags directing reader response to you and your local 
center. U.S. orders receive a comprehensive mailing 
list, including all local newspaper, radio, TV news, and 
talk show contacts.

0 \ & x
no

1 0 0  copies per month—$ 8

2 0 0  copies or more per month—$ 6  per hundred

Send cash, check, or money order in U.S. funds to:
Single copies available—$.25 each.
Send fo r inform ation about back issues.

IS K C O N  In te rn a tio n a l O ff ic e  o f P u b lic  A ffa irs  
3764 W atseka  A ve n u e  

L o s  A n g e le s , C A  90034 U S A
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PM M agazine  and CBS News will be film ing in May. The Public Broadcasting System 
recently d istributed nationwide a documentary. Hills o f  Green—Palace o f  C old, which 
was seen by millions.

And every Sunday morning Srila Bhaktipada broadcasts a half-hour program. The Bible 
As It Is, to listeners in the tri-state area. The show ends w ith the New Vrindaban boys’ 
choir chanting the m aha-m antra, and a request for listeners “ to  send for their free copy of 
Bhagavad-gita As It Is. W rite to Swami—that’s ‘SWAMI’—Box 319, Hare Krishna Ridge, 
M oundsville, West Virginia, zip code 26041. Hare Krishna."

More than one million guests at the recent Fifth Annual World Book Fair in New 
Delhi saw the Bhaktivedanta Book Trust's transcendental display of Srila 
Prabhupada’s books, featuring editions In more than 20 languages. Five thousand 
publishers from 40 countries participated In the exhibition.

When the media asks for the 
facts about the Hare Krishna 
Movement, what do you do? 
UMK-1, of course!

UMK-1:  The Universal Media Kit
HERE'S WHA T YOU GET—
*Six first-class, black-and-white glossy photographs showing ISK C O N  
activities around the world, including captions. A ll photos are suitable fo r  
newspapers, magazines, and television.

* Eleven pages o f  perfect, media-ready copy. Use as is fo r  all English- 
language media; easily adaptable to any other language.

ISKCON Office of Public Affairs'/ 
3764 Watseka Avenue 
I.os Angeles. CA 90034
USA

Please send_____ UM K-i(s) at U. S.
postpaid per kit.

. photo set(s) at UPlease send__
S3 postpaid per set.

Total amount o f order: U.S. $.

Name.

I
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I
I
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I!
I
I
I
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* Headings include:

•  Philosophy and Practices
•  Lifestyle and Dress 
e  History /  Statistics

(includes worldwide figures) 
• Farm Communities 
• Festivals
•  Food and Restaurants 
• Church Government
•  Publications

* Three pages o f  comprehensive 
instructions and ideas fo r  using 
UMK-1.

S e n d  cash, check, or money 
order in U. S . funds.

Price: U. S. $5.00 
postpaid per kit 

(photos only—$3.00)

Top rock band has spiritual message
LOS ANGELES, CALIF.—Hitting the top of the singles and album charts, Spirits in th e  
M aterial W orld  by the blazingly popular Reggae-rock trio , Police, caught the interest of 
devotees w ith  their message of aham -brahm asm i.

Adventurous devotees here and in Detroit, to the bewilderment o f thousands o f un
empowered fans and groupies, met w ith the band's dashing basist, composer, and lead 
singer, "S ting," a k a  Gordon Summer, to discuss the glories of Bhagavad-gita, Indian 
culture, and mantra meditation.

Sting, who said he had already read and enjoyed the BBT Small Books Division’s Search 
fo r L iberation, impressed the devotees w ith his genuine lack of enthusiasm fo r material 
life and his deep gratitude for the gifts they brought: Srimad-Bhagavatam, Bhagavad-gita, 
Srila Prabhupada-lilamrita, and Who A re T h ey f magazine.

...George Wald
when one is on a track, one is going some
where. There is a schedule, but we forget 
that in going somewhere, we cease to go 
everywhere else. And that is the strange, 
violent th ing that we do to children. In so- 
called prim itive societies, it does not hap
pen in that way, and I th ink that's why 
people in prim itive societies remain ch il
dren all the ir lives. They don 't do just one 
kind of th ing; they do everything.

" I  th ink that the greatest thing about 
being a scientist is that if he or she should 
choose, they can remain children all their 
lives always asking questions and always 
trying to answer them, knowing that the 
really big questions never finish answering.

“ In that monumental generation of phys
icists, as we call them, I had the great joy of 
knowing tw o who are thought to have 
been the greatest. They were Albert 
Einstein and Nils Bohr. I had the great joy 
of know ing them and talking w ith them. 
They were at once the greatest men I have 
ever known, and the most childlike. They 
were interested in everything interesting."

Dr. Wald indicated that the most inter
esting th ing is the question of the meaning 
of human life. He told the gurukula  ch ild
ren that once when he spoke w ith  Albert

Einstein, the great scientist “ said to  me w ith 
his face looking very troubled, ‘People 
keep w riting  to me and asking me what is 
the meaning of life. What am I to tell them?'

“ I have thought about this a great deal 
over the years, and as I to ld  those children,
I th ink I have found a kind of answer. I 
th ink that the meaning o f life is to  keep ask
ing that question. If we achieve a world in 
which people are constantly asking, ‘What 
is the meaning of life?,' that w ill be a good 
w orld  and they w ill be members of a good 
society."

Dr. Wald, after his visit to the ISKCON 
temple, spoke strongly at the Tata Insitute 
of Fundamental Research about the im por
tance o f human rights. He called for a 
"genu ine spiritualism to counter unnec
essary m ilitary buildup, economic chaos, 
and moral decay that are all creating unrest 
in the w o rld ," and said that spiritual forces 
should unite to create a platform fo r peace 
in the world. In India, the custom is to 
approach an enlightened soul, a spiritual 
master, fo r the answers to the ultimate 
questions of life. When this alternative was 
proposed to him. Dr. Wald replied, "M any 
people have told me that before." There is 
no doubt that if the only Nobel Laureate on 
the planet chanting Hare Krishna could 
learn and expound those ultimate truths, it 
would greatly benefit the world.
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E xce rp ts  f ro m  B a la  B o o ks

cloiidioood pa^lioog.«
The Butter Thief (Part Two)

Krishna saw her! Quickly He jumped 
down and fled. Yashoda chased Him 
through the neighborhood running as 
fast as she could. The race was hard, but 
catch Him she would, and catch Him she
did.

“Naughty Krishna!” she scolded, hold
ing His small hand. “1 left You only to 
stop the boiling milk. There was no need 
for You to  become angry and break the 
pot.”

Krishna cried and rubbed His eyes with 
His fists. The black ointment decorating 
His eyes smeared all over His face. “Oh, 
He has become too much afraid,” 
Yashoda worried. Throwing away the 
stick, she took her son’s hand and re
buked Him mildly. “You should not be 
so naughty, Krishna. I shall tie You up so 
that You will not play with Your friends 
either until I untie You."

In her love for her son, Mother 
Yashoda never thought that Krishna was 
the Supreme Personality of Godhead. 
Did He not vanquish a giant witch and a 
whirlwind demon as a baby? Did He not 
show her the whole material creation in 
His tiny mouth? No matter. He was her 
mischievous child, and she was going to 
tie Him up.

She fetched a rope and sat Krishna 
down to tie Him to a wooden m ortar. To 
her surprise, the rope was two inches too 
short. She found another length of rope 
and tied it to  the first. Again she tried to 
bind Him, and again the rope was two 
inches too short! Yashoda was bewil
dered. She found another rope and tried 
again, and again the rope was too short! 
One after another, she added all the ropes 
she could find. When she tied the final 
knot, the rope was still miraculously two 
inches too short!

By now, Yashoda’s neighbors had 
come to see the fun. They were struck 
with wonder and smiled at her plight.

“Just see” one cowherd woman said. 
“No m atter how many ropes Yashoda 
brings, Krishna cannot be bound.” 

Yashoda grew tired. Seeing His 
m other labor so hard, Krishna agreed to 
be tied. Only then was Yashoda able to 
make the knot and bind her son to the 
grinding mortar. The Supreme Person
ality of Godhead sat on the ground, 
bound up by the love of His pure devotee.

Mother Yashoda returned to her house
hold chores, and Krishna reflected on His

unusual position. In front of Him stood 
two twin Arjuna trees. “Here is a good 
opportunity  to fulfill the plan of My dear 
devotee Narada Muni. I will free the 
brothers who have taken birth as these 
trees.” Baby Krishna moved slowly 
toward the two trees, and the m ortar 
stuck sideways between them. Krishna 
pulled, and the trees trembled. Wtih one 
tug Krishna brought the huge trees tum 
bling down.

“Crack! Crack! Crash!” The thunder
ing sound of the trees falling vibrated for 
miles in all directions. Some children from

the village were playing nearby and looked 
on with amazement. Suddenly from the up
rooted tree sprang two dazzling young 
men, as bright as fire. They bowed to 
child Krishna and spoke with folded hands. 
“O Lord Krishna, You are the original 
Supreme Personality of Godhead. Every
thing material and spiritual comes from 
You. When you descend to this material 
world, it is just to benefit all living beings. 
By the grace of Your devotee Narada 
Muni we have been able to see You and 
become purified of our past degraded 
habits. We pray that from now on our lips 
may always speak Your glories and our 
ears always drink the nectar of Your pas
times. May all our senses be engaged in 
devotional service to You and our minds 
always think of You.”

Krishna was amused to find Himself 
delivering the two brothers while He him
self remained tied to the wooden mortar.

“Saint Narada is indeed merciful,” He 
said. “He showed you great favor by 
transform ing you into trees. You were 
blinded by material pleasures, but from 
the beginning I knew of his plan for your 
deliverance.

“Nalakuvera and Manigriva, you may 
now return to your heavenly planet. Any
one who, like you, meets such a pure dev
otee as Narada will surely be freed from 
material life. As you have wished, you 
will always remain My devotees, and 
your love for Me will increase more and 
m ore.” Thus blessed by child Krishna, 
the two young men bowed before Him 
and then departed for their father’s abode.

The cowherd men and women had all 
heard the crash of the falling trees and ran 
swiftly to the spot. But what was this? 
Child Krishna was sitting there alone be

tween the broken trees, tied to a mortar. 
“How horrible!" they cried. “The big trees 
fell so close to the child! How did such 
strong trees fall? Did another demon 
come to attack Krishna? Why are these 
strange accidents always happening to 
Him?”

The village children who had seen the 
event cried out, “Baby Krishna broke the 
trees! He stuck the m ortar between them 
and pulled them down, and then two daz
zling men came out and talked to Him 
and then went away, and we saw it all 
with our own eyes!”

Most of the villagers doubted their 
story. How could a smallchild knock 
down trees? A few, however, thought other
wise. Krishna might have done it,” they 
said. “Remember the astrologer priest 
Garga Muni? He predicted that this child 
would have powers equal to those of the 
Supreme Personality of Godhead!”

Nanda Maharaja released his son from 
the ropes and embraced Him with great 
affection. “Your child is different from 
other children,” the cowherd men told 
him.

“He just might have done it!” Nanda 
smiled on hearing their words of praise 
for his boy. Yashoda and the cowherd 
women took Krishna with them, clapped 
their hands and told Him, “Dance, 
Krishna, and we shall give You a sweet
meat.” The Supreme Personality of God
head, always obliged by the loving en
treaties of His devotees, smiled and sang 
and danced like a puppet in their hands.

Thus ends the story of Krishna the 
Butter Thief. There are many such ad
ventures, so wonderful to tell that they 
are worth telling another time, in another 
book.

C o m in g  n e x t  is s u e : A  G if t  For a fre e  c a ta lo g  o f a ll Bala
o f  L o v e — T h e  S to ry  o f  p u b lic a tio n s  w r ite  to:
S u d a m a  th e  B r a h m in , “ S S S S S S e
il lu s t ra te d  b y  P u s h k a ra  d a s a . Lynbrook, n y  i 1 5 6 3
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We’ll send you 37 different Srimad-Bhagavatams and Sri 
Chaitanya-charitamritas. Whole set $111. Bhaktivedanta 
Fellowship, 1403 Willard St., San Francisco, CA 94117. 
Include $15 for shipping ($36 outside U. S.). Inquire for 
partial sets.

ATTENTION: Here's an opportunity to become a temple Srila Hridayananda and Srila Jayapataka tape ministries—
president. Every brother needs a village. Openings lectures and music tapes $3 ea., includes shipping (add
available in Kansas City, Memphis, Louisville. Unlimited $.50 ea. outside U. S.). Send for free catalog. ISKCON
free books from  ISKCON St. Louis. Respond Sura dasa Tape Ministry, 537 N. E. 1st St., Suite 2, Gainesville, FL
(314)535-8085. 32601. (904)371-7211. Ad ra te -1 0 < /w o rd
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Svoeetwaters: Putting out 
the blaze of material life

By Yaaomatlnandana data and Bill Bowmar

"I d id n 't want to go anyw here else. Hare Krishna was 
the  o n ly  th ing  h appen ing  at th e  festival.’’

—Participant, 1982 
Sw eetw aters Festival, 

N ew  Zealand

T he comment of an enthused teenager was typical of 
the 70,000 festivalgoers who clapped, chanted, and 
gyrated to transcedental rock music at New Zea

land’s annual three-day Sweetwaters youth festival.
Each year. Hare Krishna devotees have transformed a 

mundane celebration of the senses into New Zealand's 
foremost spiritual happening. From a central outpost, the 
devotees flooded the entire multi-acre festival site with 
chanting, meditation, music, and philosophy.

Devotees served over 25,000 plates of prasadam  to hun
gry, enthusiastic crowds, and distributed more than 20,000

Prasadam  was served to the eager crowds three times a 
day in the continuously packed main tent. For 15 hours 
daily, devotees in the video tent showed movies depicting 
Krishna conscious life and philosophy. Book distributors

There, 1,000 people at a time were treated to rock music of 
a d ifferent style, as D. D. Swami (His Holiness Dhrishtad- 
yumna Swami) and the Hare Krishna Band thrilled the 
crowd with devotee-written Krishna conscious tunes.
At the end of each musical segment he urged the audi
ence to their feet, where they joined in ecstatic dancing 
and chanting of Krishna’s Holy Names: Hare Krishna Hare 
Krishna, Krishna Krishna, Hare Hare/Hare Rama, Hare 
Rama, Rama Rama, Hare Hare. Between songs, he ex
plained the philosophy behind the lyrics.

In the m orning, after Srim ad-Bhagavatam  class, 
Dhrishtadyumna Maharaja held japa  classes, which hun
dreds attended each day. Eager chanters purchased more 
than 300 sets of beads during the festival; people withyapa 
beads around their necks were a regular sight around the 
grounds.

After the festival, Jaya Shila prabhu, coordinator of the 
devotees’ preaching at Sweetwaters, explained, "w e  are 
not these bodies that we exist in, so true happiness cannot 
be achieved by trying to satisfy our bodily senses. It is in 
this sp irit—offering an alternative to  material life—that 
devotees come to Sweetwaters every year."

And people are beginning to understand. As proof of the 
purity and potency of the devotees' presentation, nine 
new bhaktas  went d irectly from  the festival to Australia’s

passed out more than 8,000 Bhagavad-gitas and 4,000 Srila 
Prabhupada-lilamritas. Many devotees who helped make 
the program a success remarked that they had never be
fore seen young people so respectful and glad to receive 
Srila Prabhupada's books.

The hub o f all the activity was the show in the main tent.

New Govardhana farm.
"Krishna Consciousness is the real 'sweet water,’ "  said 

Dhrishtadyumna Maharaja, "ordinary water can put out 
ordinary fire , but the nectar of Krishna Consciousness is 
so sweet, that as soon as one tastes it, the whole blazing 
fire of material existence is immediately extinguished.”

books. The WAIKATO TIMES reported; "The Hare 
Krishnas have the slickest organization in town; there’s 
always something going on. The program kicks o ff at 5:30 
a .m . w ith  mantra meditation, and up the h ill, their tent 
tempts people w ith free food.

After walking under an 80-foot long, 10-foot tall "HARE 
KRISHNA" banner suspended 30 feet above ground, and 
past a life-sized m urti o f  Srila Prabhupada, festivalgoers 
encountered a kaleidoscope of events in what the media 
th roughou t New Zealand came to call "the  Hare Krishna 
city w ith in  Sweetwaters tow n ."


