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pline of temple life fairly readily
when he joined the Glebe temple.
He rose at 4.30 each morning and
started the day with a cold shower
— summer or winter. Following
the shower the morning devotion
to God began. This was later
followed by chanting on the beads
to free one from material en-
tanglements. (Bermard says he
wasnt entangled materially when

he joined the Glebe temple but’

two fellows unentangled them-
selves of separate donations total-
ling $10,000.)

Hare Krishna is chanted for
1% to 2 hours and a lecture on
the teachings of the spiritual mast-
er, Bahakrivedanta, follows, tak-
ing one up to breakfast. This all
serves to ready the devotee for the
rigorous day’s chanting in the
streets.

After a spell in Sydney, Bern-
ard, with another three temple
dwellers, was sent to Adelaide to
get things moving. They opened
up a temple at Kurralta Park and
were soon on the streets.

At about this time, a roving
team of six Krishna followers ar-
rved in Adelaide. Bernard said
they were known as the Super
Sales Squad. These fellows each

. -~ collect up to a $100 a day selling

and his friends here were earning
only $20 a day on the street and
instructed them on several ploys
to make more money.

. One was told to hold out a
piece of incense and when some-
one stopped to take it the Krishna
devotee asked for a donation to
help the children of Bangladesh or
India. When the “customers”
went to take out the money a
book was handed to them. Im-
structions were to push it under
the arm of the customer if need
be. The customer was then told
the book wes free in the hope that
this would obligate them to a
more sizeable donation.

However, if the donation did
not cover the cost of the book,
the Krishna devotee was instruct-
ed to take it back and replace it
with a cheap magazine. This was
one of a number of tricks the
roving team taught devotees
around Australia. .

It’s all part of what the move-
ment hierarchy in Sydney called
“transcendental competition”. A
monthly bulletin is distributed in
Krishna branches throughout the
world detailing sales figures of
books, magazines and incense.
Challenges are issued from branch
to branch on the number of sales
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sales figure of about $25,000.

Competition in the divine com-
petition was extremely keen as
anyone selling well was glorified
by the movement. A lot of pres-
sure was placed on those not
selling well. They were told they
lacked faith and that increased
chanting and devotion would re-
sult in higher sales. L

Bernard says that when “rfns-
cendental competition” was at its
peak the hierarchy placed a quota
on each individual who was then
pressured into selling so many
books a day.

A ridiculous situation arose
when some temple dwellers were
on the streets from seven in the
morning to seven at night trying
to meet their quota. .

Bernard says the move-
ment’s latest move in the streets is
for devotees to wear wigs and don
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movement was selling more than
one thousand bucks worth of cils
and clothes to Adelaide shops
every week. The devious Krishna

John (exploits revealed Daylights |, .
13) sold $2000 worth of oils to }

one Adelaide shop in a sole hit
one afterncon. :

Bernard _says that apart from
the obvious commercial ripoff the
movement is riddled with internal

spiritual conflict. Most of the

temple presidents in each state
have differing views on how the
teachings of
should be interpreted.

One president had a free and|"

easy style of life under his inter-
pretation; a move to another state
would find one entrenched in a
rigid authoritarian code.

Bernard says that the perpetual
chanting and six hours sleep per
night plus the hassling on the

clothes. The mave. _ streets make the devotee too tired |
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r Your-‘inieresting icarioon.. “The * Big

" Orange” in.theZL.4. . "Weekly -of
September “26°to"October~2"may-be a

. crowd-pleaser but unfortunately it doesn’t

“havé any veality.-The idea-of Hare
Krishna- devotees- chanting .in_public s~

“TOt50ME  show ~Yor. your mundane
pleasure, obviously, nor are they .out in

“public to pariake of the same frivolous ac-

tivities as everyday ~-people™*When

devoiees chant the Mahamantra - ("The
great chant for deliverance’”) — namely

"‘Hare Krishna, Hare Krishna, Krishna

Krishna, Hare Hare, Hare Rama, Hare

Rama, Rems Rama, Hare Hare” — they

are asking everyone 1o wake up from their

sleeping, deathlike condition of being the
servants of illusion, In - this temporary

‘material world, people have forgotien

their relationship with God and are

wasting their lives in the pursuit of

fleeting sense pleasure. Actually, the con-
ditioned souls are rotting  here like !
prisoners for want of knowledge of the !
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Absolute Truth, that everyone is a servant
-of God and our real home is with Him in
the spiritual world, where liberated souls
enjoy eternal life, complete happiness,

"and full knowledge. According to the an-

cient Vedic scriptures of India, the key 10
becoming free of our material contamina-
tion is in the chanting of Hare Krishna.
This. chanting is therein said 10 be *‘the
prime benediction for humanity a1

large.” :

So, the devotees of Krishna (a name of
God meaning "all-attractive”’) are simply
irying to give people the highest
knowledge: how to return to our true iden-
tity, pure spirit, and our original home, in
the association of the Supreme Lord. The
Mahamantra actually is a prayer: "'Dear
Lord, energy of the Lord, please engage
me in vour service,”

Your servant, ,

—Uddhava dasa
Department of Public Affairs
ISKCON ,
s

l noon, the customer ‘walks in the store and
* Thev talked for




