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By Carol Brydol
and Raul Ramirez

Yribune Stafl Writers

© Onee, their colorful saffron
rohean angd shaved heads gave the
b3+ TLEEN +f the Hare Krishna
@t she unage of a Gandhi-like

e -3t reborn on the streects
snet 1 the airports of the United
SLaidm.

. That wus inore ihan a decade
ago. when the vement began
te mushroom.

Teday. police in Berkeley,
h, Tokyo and places all over
iho world are ielling a story of a
:sﬁei that has begun stockpiling
weuposs and whose members
have been accused of jewel
‘%ﬁefts. credit card fraud, heroin

ratficking and at least one mur-
der-for-hire.

& Faced with the pressures of
5ecurrenz police scrutiny, the
Krist.na peace-loving yoghurt-
and-honey hmage is beginning to
gissolve.

{ An Gukland Tribune investiga-
Yion of the Hare Krishna move-
ment in the Bay Area reveals a
‘portrait of a rigid religious hier-
archy. The Berkeley headquar-
ders is led by men with a fascina-
“ion for high-powered weapons
-and fascist philosphy. One claims
:to be willing to dic for the move-
“ment.

¢ “They are not « peaceful reli-
: gious group,” said Lake County
: shoriff's investigator Lt. Jeff
Morknam. His jurisdiction in-
~ludss the Berkeley temple’s
ranch near Ukiah which police
‘raidod in March.“They are quite
‘heavily invelved in criminal ac-
tivities. It's not RMafia types, but
At's organized crimg just the,
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Portrait of guru Hansadutta adorns Berkeley Krishna altar.

same. They’ll do whatever it
takes — robbery, selling dope —
to make money.

“I can assure them of one
thing: the time they escaped
scrutiny because they appeared
peaceful is over. Some of ihese
are very dangerous people,'t

The group vehemently denies
any violations of the law. Its
leaders contend they are actually
showing America the way back
to its moral origins.

“There may he people who
come here with the idea of con-

. trolling,”_said Berkeley temple ;

president Hai Haya. “We hav'_éi

D 304

people who' steal: our moneg.
come in off the streets, because’
we are accepting all kinds of
people. And some do.not reforms!
That is not the fault of our move<
ment. It’s like having one smalf:
parish go bad in a whole religions.
“ dom’t know why -the police’
do not like us. How can they cal}:
us organized crime? We take
people off drugs — is this organ=
ized crime? What is the goal of
our crime?” !
But California law enforces
ment authorities and other obj
servers — mindfu! of all thé&
“ifs” that might have prevented
the Jonestown Peoples Temple
tragedy — have grown increasd
ingly skeptical of the group’s
stated goals. » .
Even one of the sect’s 1¥
worldwide leaders has conceded
that the image of the organizas
tion has changed radically. Srilz
Hansadutta Swami, who founded
the Berkeley temple, said in
tape recarded conversation, acs.
cording to a transcript reviewed:
by the Tribune, that the sect i§
now seen as “a bunch of freaks
and rip-off, change-up artists.”
Whatever its image, the real¥
ty of the Krishna movement i
the U.S. is hardly one of povert
By the account of a top Los An-
geles temple leader, Srila Ras
mesvara Swami, the Krishna
movement has in 10 years netted
some $75 million from solicita
tions in the U.S. 3
Police attention has focused og
a string of incidents throughoy
California ranging from ove
zealous solicitation for donatig
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tioned by our religion.”
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Continued from Page A-1

to drug dealing, murder and stockpiling of ammu-i

nition and high-powered weapons,

The evidence and the movement’s responses A-_
to "alleged and established illegal activities in-
cludes: ‘ '

® The convictions in Southern California last

-fall of two members and their guru, or teacher, on

charges of drug smuggling and hiring a mobster to
murder three rivals, only one of whom was actual-
1y killed. Police said at the time of his arrest, they
found more than a pound of heroin in the guru’s
car.

Another temple member who turned state’s

‘evidence in the case was prosecuted on lesser

charges. Krishna officials disavowed the suspects,

calling them “fallen devotees.”

' Berkeley temple president Hai Haya says the

Southern California temple’s difficulty is an iso-
ted incident.

“Our presentation then, was, as now: we have
a few members who commit criminal acts and we
must pay for their activities. We don’t say we are
perfect; we say we want to become perfect.”

A stolen credit card investigation in Berke-
ley that led to a raid in March at the sect’s Mt,.
Kailasha farm in Lake County. Investigators dis--
covered thousands of dollars worth of stolen and
fraudulently purchased temple and farm equip-
ment, thousands of rounds of ammunition, a gren-
ade launcher, a bayonet and 20 firearms.

Most of the guns were high-power" weapons, .

including semi-automatic rifles, carbines and riot
guns. Some were fraudulently purchased.. Investi-
gators heard from several devotees who said lead-
ers encouraged them to accumulate such weapons.
They said the firearms were needed for protec-
tion. o o d
Leaders disavowed member-suspects and
their alleged illegal activities, although police
Speculated in court documents filed in Lakeport
that suspects who fled before the raid had been
warned via short-wave radio from the Berkeley
temple. :

“The first point we wish to make,” said Bhar-

‘ata das, or Harold Wilson, public relations coor-

€

dinator for the northwest coast Krishna operation,
“Is to separate the Hare Krishna Society from the
illegal activities of a few individuals ... .In no
way, can theft and abuse of credit

»

cards be sanc-.;

" He said the sect offered “full cooperation in
the initial phase of the police’s routine investiga- :
tion.” - ’

W A few Nazi insignia — a belt buckle,
knife and a Special Service pin — and weapons
and Narzi literature found in police raids of Krish-
nha property. The Nazi items, a Krishna German-
born member who acquired some of them . said,
are kept by them for nostalgic reasons, ‘

@ A fraudulent passport probe that triggered
a raid weeks later and the seizure of still more
ammunition at an El Cerrito gun dealership oper-
ated by Krishna members. Federal passport fraud
charges against a devotee, Ronald Ray Walters,
are pending. - - ’ v

Federal authorities indicated at the time of
the El Cerrito gunshop raid this spring that Berke-
ley Krishna members had, in the last seven
months, spent between $20,000 and $30,000 on
firearms and ammunition locally. Some of th
temple’s cash weapons purchases were larg
enough to prompt reports to . police from con-
cerned local gun dealers.

® The adoption by many Krishna affiliates of
multiple identities. Some of these have been ille-
gally obtained and others, such as guru Hansadut
ta Swami’s passport under the name of Jack Lon-
don and his California driver’s license under his
nalive German name of Hans Kary, are legal. .

B The detainment by Berkeley police of
Krishna leader Hansadutta this month after police
found half a dozen Wweapons, including an illegal
submachine gun, inside a locked briefcase in a car
parked outside his Berkeley house.

Days later, the guru’s attorney turned over to
police a tape-recording of another temple member
confessing to owning and assembling the subma-
chine gun. That member, instead of his guru, now
faces the weapon’s charge. A temple spokesman
disavowed the member’s actions Tuesday, declar-
ing that he has only loose ties to the movement.
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. = T¢ emergence of other Krish®
.n#@ "d&Votees, some of whom have
beEH' close associates of top Krishna

ledders ‘but are now disavowed as

‘““bad-apples,” as suspects in recent
‘law enforcement probes. Police say
.. tHElF principal suspect in the Berke-
'1eyctedit card theft and forgery
; cagey is *Michael Pugliese or Govar
| Dan, Who chauffered his spiritual
{ mAster, Hansadutta, between Berke-
.- 'ley and.the temple farm in recent
*months and, in the words of one de-
-votee ‘waited .on the guru “hand and
foot.” .

“'GoVar' Dan is wanted by Tokyo
«potice-on three jewel theft warrants
~and is believed by U.S. authorities to

have fled to Hong Kong to avoid
prosecution. Police say he has at
least five aliases and L.D.s to go with
. them.

Berkeley police have also asked
the Alameda County District Attor-

ney’g"office to file assault charges'

agaiist*Govar Dan in connection

withwthe nearly fatal beating of a

fellow dévotee in Berkeley last Au-
gust. . .

""'A‘llséwamqng the alleged “bad ap-

K alter Bernstangle, one of

Pt
.thee German nationals who had:
charge of the Mt. Kailasha weapons

and who is wanted on grand theft
warrants in Mendocino County. Dur-

‘ing Hansadutta’s January visit to the ‘

temple farm the guru called Berns-
tangle, then ranch president, an “ex-
emplary” devotee in a tape-recorded

talk entitled “How Not to Misuse The

Lurw
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abealvdroumstances.”

™" Anothet Tormer Mt. Kailasha'
‘temple official, Peter Kaufmann or:
‘Chakavarty, .was president of the

Frankfurt temple under Hansadutta’s
superyiston and was arrested in 1974
for po¥session of a loaded Luger. He,,
likesthe other German nationals who
had keys to the Lake County farm’s
gun lockeér, is wanted for questioning
in connection with the Berkeley pass-
port investigation and disappeared
shortly. before: the raid on the farm. .

The’ iru'said recent criminal ac-
tivities were the action of a few “left’
fielders” who did not represent the
bulk af.the movement’s membership.
‘@ Transcripts of conversations with
gury, Hansadutta, which have been
examined by the Tribune, in which
the gyru is quoted saying members
should be prepared to suffer and:
even to die, in order to advance the
movernent...

“If 'yoir want to make this move-'

ment succedsful, you'll have to lay -
down your life,”Hansadutta is quoted -

as saying- in one transeript.

In.that chat five months a_  the
guru .compared the sacrifices of to-
talitartan world leaders to the discip-
line required to build a national
“God-conscious” movement.

“I just happen to be a little famil-
iar with Hitler,” said the German-

" born Buru, who divides his time be-
~tween _Berkeley and temples in

*Norttiwest America, Sri Lanka, Hong
Kong and Southeast Asia.

“Hitler's men were determined :
and they did lay down their lives.

When they saw it failed, thegacom-
‘milted.suicide, they were so ‘cat-
etmrastheir ‘cause.

“5e people are so nice, let

%0 56.g0Ing 10 have to establish men
Mo Tight, men wha cen do busi-.
nExG 53N who can do hard labor and-

s

Iy, So@.can preach under the most,

’

i wotssee any instance in history{
Wi A8 government has just said;:

take over.! i
- #ill never happen. In the end, z

i

- Street., ;

Laké County Mvestigator Mark- .
ham is not alone in his conern about”*

. the Hare Krishna movement. His re-

solve to monitor the activities of

- movement members is privately
+ echoed by Bay Area law enforce-

ment - people. Their perception is in
sharp conflict with the Krishna claim
of being a peaceful group of individu-
als seeking enlightment and spiritual
advancement in the Bhagavad-gita
Hindu scriptures. .
Krishna faithful are asked to re-
nounce the world of possessions and
sense-gratification and adopt a strict
daily regimen of chanting and devo-
tion. ' Co
Krishna surfaced in the US. in-
New York in 1965 and now claims
5,000 members in 26 urban and seven
farm temples in the United States
alone. The Berkeley temple has 70 -
full-time members and dozens of at-
filiates at its complex on Stuart
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last fall. That has led the San Fran-

£ Stied " the dedt " in" 1077 oF tHat
;movement’s founding guru, Swami ;
- Bhaktivedanta Prabhupada, Krishnai
has been governed by 11 disciples '
chosen by him, including Berkeley
; temple founder Hansadutta, - . S
Y Krishna “Sankirtan” — ritual

street dancing, Hare Krishna chant-;

;ing and solicitation — first reached
-San Francisco'’s Haight Ashbury dis-;
trict 12 years ago in the wake of
theflower children. In 1970, the Bay
"Area Krishna headquarters was
moved to Berkeley, and Sankirtan't
since has changed in form and !
moved from location to location, It
-was the form of alms—collecting that §
has led to the movement’s first and
most pervasive troubles with law en- .4

. forcement agencies.

Assistant District Attorney Ber-."
nard Walter of San Francisco '
charged in a recent misdemeanor !
begging case that “‘the robes; the
chanting, the dancing and musica] :
instruments were largely abandoned

- on the advice of a new public rela- ;
- tions expert. . .. The new image was ,

that of a solicitor collecting money,
pure and simple.” ' !
. Walter further charged that San- -
kirtan had become “predatory solici-
tation” that has triggered complaintg
about "accosting,‘”“short-changin
and “battery.” ,
- Similar charges have prompted °
civil lawsuits, misdemeanor ang |
criminal charges, throughout the U.S, ;
and in Japan and Germany. '
Authorities at the San Francisco -
and Oakland airports dealt with oy-
erzealous solicitation by threatening
legal action. The threats pushed the
solicitors to Fisherman’s Wharf,
Where they ran into trouble with
imerchants who complained to police

s
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cisco district attorney to prosecute -
Solicitors on misdemeanor charges in-
Municipal Court. - :
.. One former Krishna devotee told !
Berkeley police why the faithful
sometimes turn to hard-sel] practices
to raise money: ‘

- “If 'you are not getting your quo-
ta, life gets more austere. ... I've

B s Mot b ne

arn

been awakened in the middle of thg‘

night and tolg Pm not makin
enough money,” said the disillusioned
member. He said devotees unme- |
times simply grabbed money irom }
prospective contributors if they woore i
unable to get it otherwise. i
San Mateo sheriff's detective G
Buchalter workeg as an undur
‘arcotics agent at San Francisc.
port for six years. He described .
of the problems he saw,
;- One. Berkeley temple solicite, b

said, was pursued by angry onlos i o
A e Ny SRS 4L - i " . L

N T 1}#}?

' several years ago when she reported- -»

ly yanked a dollar bill from a child
in a wheelchair as he was digging in
a coin purse for change to donate,
Such incidents, he said, were not"
unusual. N
Privately, local Krishna leaderga
have acknowledged that their ima‘
has become that of an obnoxious,
devious, money-hungry group of

1
\
s

‘ proselytizers,

“Let’s just simply admit that -
we've been diverted,” Hansadutta is
quoted as saying in a temple tran-
script of a January discussion with a |

" Los Angeles Krishna leader.
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gMany of the guru's discourses
; are taped. transcribed and in-
dexed by temple members. Tem-
ple.members also tape-recorded
a .con¥rsation Hansadutta held
with -a’reporter of the Tribune. A
transcript-of that talk was pro-

" vided t61Hg reporter with altera-
trons;Tsuflr as substxtutmg the:

words =*btack people” where the
gura- hadw used the term “nig-
gers.".

e tmr' transcript of the Janu-
ry conversation with the Los
Angeles - Jeader, Hansadutta aiso
saidi*We ‘were overly concerned
withiiioney ... We should ...

" attractzpeople on the basis of the
3 1mage that-we are monks, men- .

dlcants that we’ve given up ev-
e;;ythmg . Now, our movement
p!‘O]eCtS an 1mage of a bunch of
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C;mtmu’éd from Page A-14
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freaks and ripoff. change—up art-

ists.”

Detective Buchalter said he
spent two weeks cataloging con-
tributions logged by seven
Berkeley devotees who worked
from 7:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. seven
days a week, each soliciting

-about 350 travelers a day for an
average contribution of one dol-

lar. He figured an average
monthly gross ¢
000 and said t.. devotees  told
him they were grossing $50,000 a
week

*“They were e\:tremely dedi-
cated and approached their so-
licitations almost as if they were
suicide pilots preparing for at-

tack. Whoever made the most.
" got to go to a special event — to

solicit in the Rose Bowl parking

lot during the Superbowl game, :

PRI SR S . 4 Py s
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for example

The guru and other Krishna
leaders have shown-a liking for
fancy foreign.cars — -Mercedes
Benz and Porsches. And the
Berkeley temple alone has be-
come a million-dollar-a-year op-
eration.

According to sworn statements
on file in Alameda and San Fran-
cisco counties, income from book
distribution- ¢  ed.the sect $1.1
million in the _ay Area in 1977.
In 1978, local solicitations” and-
book sales earned the movement
$887.000.

Last year, Krishna Ieaders de-
clared in the sworn statements,
solicitations earned the Interna-
tional Society for Krishna Con- -
sciousness of -the Bay Area, Inc.,

the movement’s local legal enti- -

ty, $772,205 o‘f;its gota}i___Bay Area

AR Y
A

income of $1,032.858. i
The local Krishna claims total”
assets of $1.4 miilion, including’
$1.2 million in real estate prop- -
erty at its Berkeley complex in%
the 2360 and 2400 blocks of:
Stuart Street, and a net worth of ; E
$878.929 as of last year. 3

In an interview with the:
Tribune, Hansadutta dismissed -
the notion that devotees are pr:— :
marily fund-raisers, working for”
the benefit of the temple lcader-*
ship:

"T}‘lo girl here a<; a qualified
doctor.” he said during a temple
gathering not long ago, pointing,
al, one of the devotees huddled at,
his feet. “She spent many years.
studying in'school. She's a gyne-.
cologist. She’s chanting Hare.
Krishna. Now, is she brain=

.washed?” - -k



&

{ The Hare Krishna movement came
t6 the United States in 1965 with the
;arrival of an elderly, small-framed Ben-
‘gali 'who sat down in a park on the
Lower East Side of New York City and
.began to chant the now-familiar Hare
rKrishna mantra.

! Bhaktivendanta Prabhupada, then al-
*most 70, launched the International So-

! ciety for Krishna Consciousness to bring

Sp—.

%

-

to the Western world.
- 'He sought to transplant the Krish-

Hinduism that originated in East India
in 1486, to America.
" After a year the movement began to

A e -t

.the principles of the ancient Hindu sect

naite sect of Viashnavism, a branch of’

.attract young followers intrigued by the

- Origin of Krishna Soclety

master’s call to a non-materialistic,
purely spiritual life. They were taught
that enlighténment could be rcached
through study of the ancient Vedic or
Hindu scriptures and daily chanting of
«the mantra.. .

“In contrast to the complexity and
anxiety of modern life, the Krishna con-
scious lifestyle is based on the principle

of “simple living and high living,”” reads.

one movement account of the group’s
theology and goals. “As a prercquisite
for the serious pursuit of spiritual life,

all devotees voluntarily abstain from

meat-cating, illicit sex, intoxication and
gambling.”
Within several years the movement

had established temple centers on both

country and in 30 nations.

)
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Prabhupada, who spent mudh'8f"his
life translating the holy Vedic scriptyres:
into English, also found : the move-.
ment's book trust. Folle: have ped-.
dled the master’'s scriplures on 'street!
corners, sidewalks and college campuss
€s., o e e
Prabhupada, who died in 1977, left

‘the movement without a direct.’Succesr:

sor, breaking the divine line of 'sglf-.
realized spiritual masters” believed by
the faithful to have descended {rom the
Lord Krishna himself. CoT

" The movement claims 5,000  jieniz
bers in the U.S. and religious centers,in

—

Carol Brydoft




Srile Hansadutia Swami

i

!

: Srila Hansadutta Swarm, Hare
K‘rxshna guru, sat ome sunny
morning several weeks ago in
the garden that devotees have
pamstakmgly .landscaped for
- their spiritual master behind the
¢ ashram for male celibate student

monks

1At the feet of the saffron-
rpbed teacher sat a troubled-
lgoking man about 35, dressed in
conventional Western dress; his
head-bowed in shame as he ac-
y ceptéd- ﬂae master’s soft-spoken
rf:bu'k(_‘ e
. IL&Qu,want to be my servant,
say §0;*said the guru, who is one
:of Is~werldwide disciples ap-
. point&d by Krishna founder A.C.
‘Pralifinpada before his death
thrcg‘gcdrb ago to carry on the
sec leadership.

3
£
:

B {131 pit you to work. But T .

“havé’to see that you do work,” he
-addégyy slight edge on his quiet
‘voice:»He inclined his angular
‘head and peered at the penitent
iat his feet.

i
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out. Then come back.”

£ If you  must pxeasure your

senses, go do that ‘until. Xpu burqi

The man pressed his forehead’
to the earth as a sign of submis-,
sion‘and respect before qu1ckly
taking his leave.

Hansadutta oversees temples
in Northwest America, Southeast
Asia and China. Becaunse of the!
movement’s recent tangles withs
local police, he returned from his’,
travels early and honored the-
Berkeley temple he founded in,
1969 with a visit.

In the garden, .the ma:,ter

" turned .his attention to the devo-x

tees seated around his feet, he’
nodded his head and a chair was’
brought for a guest. Fresh apple
juice, squeezed by the faithful.
that morning, was’ served in. 511-~
ver goblets.

A tape recorder was ad]usted
and the devotees prepared for§
Hansadutta’s teachings.

He began with.the mxserxes‘g
that make up life in the materlals

. world, a world Krishna devotees}

hope to transcend in their nexg,,

E. P
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g;‘livps for eternal spiritual bliss.

¢ “Material nature. functions in
wsuch a way that we can never be
- happy,” the guru said, his eyes

: hidden behind aviator-style dark

. Blasses. K
.. He stressed the four basic laws
:pf the Eastern religious sect,
‘which. he joined 13 years ago,
“after immigrating to the U.S.
~from Germany in 1950: absti-
“nence from eating meat, from
sex except to procreate, and
from gambling and intoxicants.
.. Sexual renunciation is a topic
“the guru frequently mentions in
temple services: :
- . “The body is a bag of blood,
_puss, urine, stool and bone,” he
; said that week. “Making love is
. like squeezing that bag. A dog,
»who ean enjoy all the sex he
i wants’ without worrying .about
; contraception or abortion — he
-has better sex than you. :
% “You may read Playboy to
*catcha glimpse of something, a
; breast, vagina. But you have to
«work hardg,

& i B 22 T TR S LT S

for sex. You must .
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make dinner, serve it, servéj’“
wine, and hope that you will get
some.” - !

As required of those who at-

tain the highest spiritual ranks of .

Krishna, Hansadutta cut his ties
with his wife of nearly 9 years
when he accepted what devotees
call the renounced order of life.

Through constant worship,
three hours of daily mantra
chanting and adherence to Gog-
conscious laws, Krishna devotees
can move toward eternal bliss in
the spiritual world.

“We want to create an alterna-
tive,” he said. “We are creating
a class of men who are saints,
renunciates, (who) can exhibit
self control, honesty, cleanliness.

He was asked about the tem.-
ple’s troubles with law enforce-
ment mainly over weapons found
on temple property and about
some -members’ apparent fasci-
nation with guns. The guru ap-’
peared puzzled by the adverse
reaction to the gun disclosures:
“America was won by the gun

iy
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h’nd it’s maintained by the gu'ﬁ;"-,

‘said the guru; who owns several |

weapons. “We also bear arms,»?
not because we are violent or we !
have any schemes of designs on
overthrowing society. That’s ‘an ‘
insane thing to think. AR
“But at the same time, we are
not fools. If someone comes and
causes us trouble, we are not
going to set there an let them
steamroll us. o
“We don’t agree with the idea -
of turning the other cheek. ...
Yes, Americans should bear their
arms in case the authorities
fail.” _ P
The guru was critical of the
public and press perception of
the movement and its difficulties )
with the law. He startled his af-
ternoon visitor when he said that -
condemning the Krishna mov. .
ment for the actions of a few
members would be like saying |
“all niggers are the same.” |
Several days later, a tran- ' .
script of the talk that quoted the
master as saying “black people,”
and that omitted a later refer-
ence to. “Jimmy Jones” was de-
livered to the visitor by a devo- "
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" Kterica s the world’s. only
-hope, Hansadutta went on to say,
and a return to religion is the
only way to save it from ruin at
4he hands of madmen, homosex-
Juals and those overloaded with
‘sensory gratification.

" “T hope you will print this be-
-cause il will be revolutionary,”
e said, indicating the smiling
followers clustered at his feet.

# “You can bend new bamboo
‘but old bamboo cracks. We are
appealing to American youth.
Don't allow yourselves to be
brainwashed. Don't become a
zombie, a drug addict, a fag. Be-

.ccsme a hero and save your coun-

tey .. Make the whole world
(o lconscious. Destroy  commu-
ey L, because iL 1S godiess.

“Communists say we will bury

. you, but I would rather be buried
aRA ey

)
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on behalf of Krishna. I don’t
want to be steamrolled by a.

bunch of Communists and fags.”
*. America, the guru said, is los-
‘ing spiritual values. .

" “Our people are compietely
demoralized. There is no stam-
-dard at all ... Men are goi
arm in arm and kissing ... .Wh. |
is the utility of the homosexuai
life? . .. .It’s just the sign of ut-
most degradatioen. That is the
repetition of the Roman empire,

the Greek empire. You just look .

through history and youll fing
that at the end they were becom-
ing homosexuals.”

“I am not at all liberal. I'm

not going {c cay, ‘Oh, let him be
a fag, it’s okay. I think there are
some things which are forbidden
to human beings. If this can't be

!

undersiood, you can't have a na-
tion like America much longer.” -

Then the azudience was over
and devotees withdrew to leave
Hansadutta to enjoy the peave of
his lotus pond and garden.

“Eoem i cestasy whenever
Hav-o lutta preaches,” said a
Bion:
shibea;
w-Gatud Brydolf

cabred, sarvi-clad devotee,
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.4, The Hare Krishna Berkeley tem-
‘ple member who was disavowed by
‘the temple leadership last weck after
‘he admitted owning the illegal sub-
machine gun. that led to his guru’s
detention had told the Oakland
_Tribune only a month before that he

‘eld supervisory positions in the tern-

Sple.

. p Vipra, 40, also known as Vladimir
*Panasenko, is *not a member in good
standing in this Society,” said the
press release issued last Tuesday by
.Berkeley temple spokesman Bharata
das, who is also the Krishna's north-
western region public affairs coordi-
‘nator. .

The temple disavowal came after
an attorney for one of Krishna's 11
worldwide leaders, Srila Hansadutta

P o wami, turned over to police a tape
recording in which Vipra took re-
sponsibility for a submachine gun
found in a Temple unregistered car
outside Hansadutta’s home.

- Hansadutta’s attorney, ina televi-
sion news interview shown last Tues-

" day, said that it was his understand-
ing that Vipra was a recent arrival
‘at_the Berkeley temple from “back
east.”

But in an interview with the Oak-

" jand Tribune in the office of temple

. spokesman Bharata a month ago, Vi-
pra detailed his long, deep involve-
ment with the Hare Krishna move-

" ment and its Bay Area temple. He
said he had joined the movement
.'eight years afier being impressed
with devotees he met in Golden Gate
Park.

He said during the interview he
was in currently in charge of the
temple’s motorpool.

And, he told the Tribune then, as
he had told Berkeley police in March,

" that he was the manager of the
" Berkeley temple’s Mt. Kailasha farm
in Lake County.

'E%@M@WQ

. Berkeley police say that Vipra is
highly knowlegeable about weapons
and has been identified as a frequent
purchaser of legal firearms at local
gun dealerships in recent months.
Many of the weapons discovered at
the Mt. Kailasha farm and invento-
ried by police have been traced to
Vipra's purchases.

After Vipra appeared in court on
the weapons possession charge last
week, Bharata said Vipra “has never
in the past held any office at the

temple or at the farm, yet’has been.

repeatedly consulted as spokesman
of our organization by varijous news-
paper reporters.”

When a reporter for the Tribune
first called the office of spokesman
Bharata - in late April te arrange a
visit to the temple, it was Vipra who
answered the telephone. He said he
was filling in for Bharata as temple
spokesman. He invited the reporter
to the temple's festival on the fol-
lowing Sunday.

When the reporter arrived, Vipra
unlocked the door of Bharata's office
where he proceeded to explain Hare
Krishna beliefs and his own commit-
ment to them before introducing the
reporter to other temple members
she could interview. Later that week,
the reporter interviewed Hansadutta
in the temple garden

Vipra said that day he was one of
the male members who had reached
“varpa,” the third spiritual levet for
Krishna men requinng that they be

freed of the “rut race” of family hle..

Having reached the fevel of Var-
na, Vipra explamed he po longer
rocd shave s head or wear colored
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- votees.
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robes, as'do beginning-level male dé-g:
. Vipra told how he left conven-‘
tional family life and eventually
Joined Hare Krishna eight years ago.
" He said he first left his wife and
children and an engineering job in:
San Francisco 10 years ago, dedicat-'
ing his time to “drifting, thinking and.
reading.” o
“I bad just turned 30 and felt it!
was the turning point in my life. I’
felt I wanted to dedicate my life to:
the highest truth and principles,” he
said. “I think the girl was 12, and I
guess the kid must have been 7.”
After he joined the Krishna move-
ment in San Francisco eight years
ago, he said he spent five years trav-
eling in a bus, bringing the master’s
word to fairs, airports, and streets.
“Some people are antagonistic;
most think we've gone off the deep
end. But the information available in
these scriptures, in the books we dis-
tribute, is so valuable that it's worth
any personal discomfort to dissemi-~
nate.”

Tribune this month, Vipra, who says
he owns eight firearms, made no se-
cret of his affection for “mean-look-
ing guns and fast cars,” and said that
other leaders felt similarly.

Last September, according to Cal-
ifornia Highway Patrol and Alameda
County Sheriff’s office records, Bhar-

+ ata, Vipra and a third Krishna devo-
tee were taken into custody after
) officers heard shots apparently com-
ing from a car near Castro Valley

~ Boulevard and State Highway 138,

. The officers stopped the auto and
reported finding a Ruger .22-caliber
rifle on the floorboard and several
expended casings in the car. The
three were questioned and releassad
without charges. They teld officers
they had been testing the rifle while
driving around. ’

In later conversations with the

“The media has repeatedly paint-
ed a picture of our movement as ope

endorsing firearms and

violence ang

has attempted to castigate us from
the mainstream of society,” said the
temple press release last week. “Our
movement is a movement of nonviol-
ence. Proof of this is the fact that we

are completely vegetari
Support the wholesale
animals for food.

an and do not
slaughter of -

“Also, even though random nrem-
bers have owned firearms, it is our
Society which has repeatedly suf- '
fered the abuse of threats with guns

twice at our farm,”

Bharata told the Tribune that the

shooting incidents were

not reported

to police but were instances when
members were threatened by

“drur}ken deerhunters.”
Vipra's affection for

weapons and

World War 11 memorabilia, such as

the SS symbol of the

Nazi secret

police he sometimes wears, is diffj-

cult to reconcile and see

ms inconsisi-

ent with his soft-spoken, even-tem-

pered demeanor.,

“It would be hard for Americans to
understand,” said, Vipra, who grew
up in Germany during the Worlg War
IL, “but My exposure to the S§ was

not negative,
" “An 88 officer saved

my life dur; :

ing an attack on a train and thog

afforded me the honor
the battle, To me the 88
ent from any other ef
force, like the Green
there was not o damn
with the Green Beret ™

~By Carol tiryaui

of vwalching
is no Jiffor-
tte mibitary
Beret. And
thing Wrong
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