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DALLASwl:Jach"*' mornf G
dng before "dawn' the, chlh o
~dren. of ‘Tjord Krishna arise.
"t the tinkling of bells in'
‘their  Gurukula,’.a’ com-
‘mune school s0 aliety to its.|f
; :surroundmgs ‘in "a run-lf
i down’ neighborhood” here'||" ™
: that Lt seems another.ﬂ
e 'world ,

i o And well |t mnght be for
‘ .‘these 100 children of Hare } - §
) Krishna devotees, The |
.boys and.girls -are sent }.
4" here from across the Unit- |,
i ed’ States to'be raised in‘a ", A
“monkish existence of Bast+;| "
i~ ern mysticism cut off from - fr
! the .outside -world  and V.
4. amid” clouds  of : incense, f “
*»: drumbeats and. 1e01tatlons ‘ !
““from Bhagavad Glta, :
Hindu spiritual text, = '+
v - MThese people," said Dr.
"..Emileo ‘Alonzo, .a physi- "}
" cian who treats the com-~ -}
" ildpenwh
"Ware yegressing into the 3 _
‘ .and 14 centu,ly.“: , :

oi;

£

Vo _;

HR The children range 1n A
© , age from:3%fo-11,’ and
, most are from Callforma,_ )
4o partlcularly the Los An-
. geles area,’ which is‘the’
. headquarters of the: Inter-.
national Society for Krish-:
g Consciousness, founded:
+in 1965 by a retired Indian,
,busmessman, G/ Bhaks
t:ved* ta' S mL Prabhu-
. pada, ¥ |
+The' Gurukula leadels,
--most" of “whom have had’
‘i 1ittle experience with-chil-! A
A dren or teachmg, are;left ) \
1 R ‘to their'own devices
g "ihere are 89 adults in, the |
’ w:'?(;ommune, ‘most; of ,,}hempra
(" ponteaching wor‘kels. !
“‘Mh commu e eos;a '\i
bﬁu‘t? $10, OOQ av fr}lonth LQ N
4 Qpepate;)'.:'@he‘ ‘biggest ex w4
enses ake nesh veggta
b leg' vand"ﬁult m;lk\!@nd %
wthe ;noxtgage The prqper-*
“W.@ﬁn old’ " church, 'ncost’-\
bout $150,000. nghtﬁ;

oy

al, Parents are supposed 0

pa MOQ a month for the
P onty el 0%,

he xﬂ‘g dol ?‘f&lm!ostwallgvthe,
money.for" the operation "
omes from the sales of in-
‘eense: produced * by ' the|:
movement's Tos. Angeleg!”

‘Sky, Tnea™ )
+i:The movement‘s mems
bers have' "hecome a famili- |
; ar sight in most large U,S.
s cities,. wearingisaffron’
frobes, SUheir foreheads

u

ping/iup i and - down and|
hanting {Have: Krishna.}-

a:are: encquraged Lo be -
subrmssxve'-‘ women. * are’

.hgent as .men." Celibacy: .
plays an important, role in
the . lives . of . the. adults.,
Many;. of , . the" girls and. .

rings:'in their noses-as 4

 mark of chastity, the holes
made ' with' sewing ma~"'have: been. }nvolveduwnln

chine needles

- The’ hoys' - heads” are |
shayed, " except for a". top"
knot, so Kpshna can yank i-

s »R"'ﬁ'them into- heaven at the

proper time. The boys|
~wear. dhotis,* an oran;,e

}vrap—around garment, i
+" ""Alonzo, who practices at school is to make priests of:
w the East Dallas Clinic, said |.
" {w prescribes plenty of vi-

S

taming for the children tol.

proteinin, ‘theix vegetarian |

“lof the children-|

aqtorly, ;galled s Spiritual |

ey
A

i daubed thh paste, “hop-

The gnls in‘the Guruku-

not’eonSIdered ‘as intels )

some"of the women wear |

s’ children are,pale because,
\ they* seldom‘ get into the
“sun. Butihe/said the chil-
7 dren axe Thealthy and -a}
murse “who  worked thh

. him said she:had never*
“seen an. unhappy Chlld at®

the commune,i .
P A reporter saw no sxgns

there any sign of ‘affection’.

- toward the chllchen f1om
.« the adu],ts AR

A sou1ce close to the.
sehool who asked ‘to re-
‘m'ain‘anonymous, said’
many, of the children come
from "destroyed ‘families"
“where the way of life con-
sisted of' "hambm gers and
LSD i ’
| "The cluldren are treat-
‘ed in a regimented mans
ner,at thgtschool but-for
many. of them it is better
than ,what they. had be-"
fore,n he~gald;-explaining”
‘that many of the parents,

“drugs and ' entered the;

Hare Krishna movement

"as the last step to save.
.themselves from a mental.
institution’ or the peniten-
tlary " 3 '

fr
@

The smgle goal of the'

‘the boys,” At age 10, most .
»of thern'go'on 10 a fann in’
“West Vngmla,, PR YR T

make ' up ‘for »a lack ' of A,m'l‘he parents of the chl]"lj

.dren ‘have "a. complete; j
\-lack of interest in material ’
.. things, and a ‘complete de-,

hVotion only to a spiritual }
god, and they get divorced :
ﬁom‘their own childen,"J

[ ‘ihe source.. said, " "Their

lchxldren don't, mean any-..
ng to q11e1n. Ry e

xf » The parents usually seei
¥the children’ twice a‘year,
provided they are willing}
i Lo visit t,he Gurukula in
Q Dallaé ‘\'_"";“;, : .\A_J-J o=
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of mistreatment-: at., the :
. commune but, ne1the1 was |
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afThe” teachings "ok the 1
" Gurukula are;based om Ve
+dic phzlosophy, stretchlng :
back to a Hindy history
and culture that« existed
+ between 2000 and 500 BC,’
f The childrep's lives ‘are-
. centered ‘on ‘the worship
vand consciousness of.
= Krishna, whom the ‘moves;
. ment believes. appeared on !
J-earth " about-x"vb",QQO :

' "We don't teach math
\ and science;! . the hedd-
master’ sald ' “We ‘teach .
*"through” the Bhagavad ¢
* Gita, We* don't want. to’
\teach physmal educauon
or-Texas state history."
- A booklet describing. the
s commune school notes”
‘ that it, is’p% venture. de-"
% signed just to: produce and
enlighten a class of men to
]Y uplift the world," i

A

en 'LM@MMM%
w. thereisof it xlargely, ign
gr-nores the girls," who wear: i
mnklew,lengm Lgarig.. and”

eep their heads' cov(:;ed W

© {We cover our heads
that we will“not -attracet’ f
men, It makes. us chaste,"-
~ gaid Anuraedha, a: 9-year- .'
old. Shewore a small gold-
~“en ring in’her nose. She.’;
" gaid she made the hole for 4
it with a sewing needle. It
‘hult she saxd but” was'

, " The' typxcal day in the
Gurukula starts:with
~'showers for” eyeryone, The

{' showers - maintain® cleanlis}

" ness and evelyone takes at.
. least two or:three:a “day!
‘The showers’ are also used
by the. adults {0 ward:off,

7]u9t e nmx‘ﬂ”%“[{y ',}q;‘ g

. Married cpuples are pernb

; mlttcd gexual: ,umqrﬂ only
,once a_month- and.; then/
only at the. opumum time:

® for copception, i & S

< ‘The ¢hildren spend |
‘hours sitling on the floor,:
,or dancmg,a swaying or ;
chanting: in.- a~ Jarge, in-!
‘cense-filled = roonrmbeiore:*§
\a, beflowered ‘altar of }
[+ Krishna. Some be "drums
i O | ring bells, b i

T

~(;h11dr n's da be-\
gm.«? gt 4 m%anddenyds At
++7:30 p.m, when, segregated}’ !
by sex and age, thcy go to;,
: sleep on mats on designat- ,
?’h ed ;'placesion’ithe” con-'
“crete. floor:- of ; a., damp, "
" windowless room: in the |
0 “church basement.
4. The gchool's hcadmaster |
| 115, Michael Wright, of ‘Pas-;, ‘
adena, He atiended college ! l
"there ' briefly “after, three’ !\
.years in.the Marme Gorps.«
4

;
i

f.“

i

f “His! splmual name s Day-"}j

gnadadas “ '.\1 o R RO
," " "Our system of educa— i
1" tgon requires that the chils/;

dren’ be separated. from !

' {heir“parents," Wright 7| -
1}

l' said, He said "the. school i:
., was founded 2V years ago:, \
wlth only 15 children..
Separating clnldren 2
from their ' parents-'is a.l
: "strengthening factor" for
“the children "{o~ make. -
‘them stronger,",he said,: N
~"but’it is not de51gned to™:
destroy family ties." - ' !c':’!
- The women take care of '
the ‘younger children; 'as
the children become older,;
. they become more re-;
gimented Wright sald p

7 The- first 1eliglous ser-)

votional ;, actxvmes ¢ OMs.
Ltinue unt11 8: 30 am.,; when
W

2
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: ar ily:s.0fs:
fe1ings ‘of food to Kmshnfa

“and,: as in’ jihe. clagsraoms, ) |
the,l~ chxldren ¥sip ong, wPhe’
ﬂoor,r. oatmg theirf
E‘melon slices,‘ ananag
-anges, milk and. yogum off ‘
pleces of “waxpaper,” Fivag 1}
" eryone eats'with his hands?

9
“vice is at 4:30 ‘am.. ‘and. ;
 lasts about, 45mmutes De- 4

While the “childvep” are’s
ea,tmg, an - adult reads;{
lloudly fmm a;reli
- texthook, -
, "Instead pf.‘toys 7> the
~headmaster said, "the. chll-
; dren have delues to wor-
| ship and Krishna books to”
Tread . There is, a «large;
playground anL to the
lmam building where' the
! ¢hildren 'sometimes v play .

Vhide-and-seek ‘and other: :

} games. G i
“ But' they are’ seldomL
permltteq to. leave :.the,
l.fenced-in commune. “They’.

know ‘nothing " of current!
i events. There are no news-{
;papers’.or. magazines,’ no’l
"Tadiog or. lelevision' sets,s
| and no contact ‘with’ peo—’

fblesfromtthe outer. World

except..an - OQCaSIOnal de-
I‘lveryman T

- couptry, another culture "
- ‘the lheadmaster said, "We.
- placg a- deemphasm on,
“edugation.: Tor” example,
‘We consider scientists to
ébe 4f a lqwer’ class, like
*“garhagemen. - Ultlmate]y
\ we hope we are headed for
an agxauan standard."
L There is never any doubt
“abouj a woman's place in
}‘.he movement, -

"Girls are brought up to
1be servants to their hus-
‘bands," said John Partin

f 'Jallahassee one of the
dults. "Women are child-
Xike, They are encouraged
10 be. married by puberty
xaand xthey have “only one

boyfrlend ‘When they are; m}
married - it." guarapiees " %
lasting. mar mage." ‘;- iy
‘Partin, Twhage iépiritpa g
‘name is:Jnanagamya, igaid

¢ are spared. "emotxonal en-
xtanglements from’ thelr
., parents" because of their,

' Although’ many. of the'!
i ’chllch en obviously. are not
olgl enough to know ‘what
§’ going -on around ‘them;h
”*a ‘hpoklet,

out by the !
1ukula,

PY
1loma txcxzed,\

.and, children’heing chll-J
i dxen, ‘the, food 'spmetimes’
“ends ‘up-on’ ‘the* wooden'
ﬂom. ‘When' this happenaq
w-some of the children’simps. |
ly hck,up the food, .
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—_—l wf\ wirn b }( ey hi\zn RN NG 9k

BA'J?; advertisement;“f 1 0

‘fx ’,1. h e i
,sghool, states;

"The child]ren are indl-
vxdually msu'ucted inlan<

b

the “Gurukula's clnldren_ :

i ‘geparalion from home.. '. o

guages (English and San~
,skrit), with classes in
' mathemgtics,. geography,
l thistory, | % music gand¥‘ Part'
"This’ curnculum punctu-
,ated by vegetauan lunch-
Les, nap-times. and' after-
| noon - fruit snacks, draws
on all areas of mtemgence
jand. cxeatmty The purity.
[ and intensity of their con-
.§ciousness flood the school
| 80 strongly that all’ who
ente; can.tangibly. experi-
_ence"the continued high
level of awareness, ’l‘he

t‘ ‘children”. radiate the es-
' gence of plain living and
- high thinking."

Asked what might hap~
. pen to a child, indoctrinat-

! .ed during his most forma-
1. live age,’ if he had to re-
|

.enter-tha outside world, a
woman adult worker-re-
plied: . e

"Hopefully he would not
have to
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OOL-—-Chtldren take Part ina ceremony m front of their beﬂow
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ered/altar in Dallas. ;
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