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k1 1 “Poople store at me because ©
Wi . | have this ring i my pose.
Y-" They think I'm sulffering. Bul
[ feel very blissful. | dont
wear my hair loose because
it will atiract men’s minds.
And | wear saris so the men
wont gel altracled o my.
body. We have to think of
Krishna all the time.” That's
10-yoar-old Christina Kenne-

dy talking.
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G op,é!(rishna’s" ' childr -
% grow up; they want 10 s6rve;
him, Many want fo becore:
purfarls, like - the girl von
stage, Purjaris pomparmars .
ble disties, . They bath; them
“*in " rosewater, offerythem
food ond clothe them. <Al
right, - the girl atiends fo'

Krishna and his consort, Sri-
mati Radharani. i
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[:I The old church is now a boarding
-school, and it stands like a gray
tomb in a low-rent district in east Dallas,

The smell of yams leaks from the kitchen
into the morning; inside, the al¢ at Guru- "'~
kula 'is - sticky with incense. There, are |«
crayon drawings on bulletin boards, pie-:

tures of a hoy eating a forest fire, lifting a
mountain and slaying a thousand-headed
monster, Cardboard shrines with pictures
of a pale man sitting cross-legge ard
blank classrooms. He is His Devine Grace
A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupda,
leader of the International Society for
Krishna Consciousness.

These are Krishna's childrédn,

The school has no shiny teaching aids
or library. No Texas history. Only Hare
Krishna bumper stickers on doors, yak
tails for show and tell, and the echoes of
children with shaved heads and rings in
thier noses as they chant “Hare Krishna
Hare Krishna Krishna Krishna . . .”

Billy, 8, has been a student at Guru-
kula two years: “When 1 first came I had
fits because 1 couldn’t control my senses, -
1 had a bad temper, Now I'm better.
When I'm really happy, I'm chanting Hare
Krishna,”

Krishna is their God. They say He ap-
peared on earth 5000 years ago and dis-
played super-human powers. One child
says, “He is the cause of all causes,” and
another says, “He can do anything.” Stu-
dents ignore their own birthdays, but
celebrate those of Krishna and their
spiritual master Prabhupda.

They are told to think of Krishna at
all times; some even dream about the
deity in the school auditorium, A child
says her favorite bedtime story is about a
woman who looks into Krishna's mouth and

sces the unjverse, They rise at 4 am. to . *

chant His name and offer Him food six |
times a day. I R Rt Y
. If their minds wander.from Kr
thisis what could happen: " . i« i“; ,
- “It’s really serious that we'h é to
become Krishna conscious inithisklife-:’
- time,"” says Christina Kennedy, 10,:"Most; '
people think that when they die,-it'g all *
over, But there is much danger. If you .
havesinned, Krishna will send Yamaraja; -
the king of death, to rip out your soul,”, '

,' “(’.l:‘ ,‘,'

shna

' Krishnas- litlest devolees are creative ih

of what they-can do for Him..
\

By Conhie Lunnen

Houston Chronicle Stalf *

From the mouths of babes:

“Most people think that when they die,,

- it's all over, Bul there dg‘much danger. If |

you have sinned, Krishna will send
Yamaraja, the king of death, to rip out
your soul.”

1
“Sometimes, when we'e really bad, we
crack a joke.”

,

“} came here because | wanted to learn
about Krishna. I'm the one who threw my
loys away.” e

+ London; “I was
+. before coming here; This is the.only :
.. %rachool in the world I can be happy in. I -

g

{f'll’h»_1 tuft (of hair):is or&'Krlshpb,' so He '
can pull me up to Him when |
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: ?Siﬁ_r@rs are those who like ‘material
.. objeets, thave - illicit 'sex, gamble
intbxicants, eat meat and

oo B

* shna,"® .. ' i
! 1i¥|Before Christina came to Gurukula;

+ = twé years ago, she wanted to be a mother, 'f} '

Now her future is clear: She will serve

" - Krishna, It's as if her thoughts are no

longer her own, She could be a teacher, or
a clerk in the movement’s million-dollar
corporation, Spiritual Sky, or a purjari,
‘who takes care of the deities.

“We're teaching children that Krishna
is the loveable ohiect. They are creative.

in' what they can do for Him,” says Jnana- '
ganya, a kindergarten teacher with an art, .

egree from Florida State University.

A child says, “Sometimes, when
we'’re really bad, we erack a joke,”

There are 80 children at Gurukula,
They range in age from 5 to 15. Half are
kindergartners. Most come from Califor-
nia and New York, a few from Texas. One
student is from London, one from Puerto
Rico.

Many came two years ago when the
school opencd. They say they wanted to

- come, that no one forced them.

Kelly, 8, came a month ago. Her
home was in New York. “I came here be-
cause I wanted to learn about Krishna,
I'm the one who threw my’toys awajr."

- Erie, 9, says parents don't send their
children to Gurukula to get rid of them.
“Actually I wanted to come. I made my
own arrangements practically to come
here, I wanted it so bad. I asked what
flight it was and how much it cost. See,
our spiritual master is very pleased by
this school.”

Nirheadeva

iiviing in a London temple

ijoined; the movement two years ago. I

! just started chanting on the street with
.+ some. of London’s devotees. My parents
. don’t belong to the movement, but they

don't object to it. You see the system is
flawless, nothing wrong with it, A pure
_and simple life.”

There are few comforts at Curukula,

, Children take cold showers twice a day to
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.+ keep cloan, They cat with their fingers,
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“All they
(public
schools)
do is
make
you pray
to a flag
It's a
wasfte
of time.”

f
!

Top: The old church in east

Dallas is a boarding school |
for children of the Hare
Krishna  movement, i There:
are no toys here, no fun.,
Children take cold shc;)wqrs.,
and sleep on mats, “When a- g A

child gets 1o be 6 years old,"; . ' "“-'n% . N :j':-'/“m
austerily is fup,“ says Guru- o ) v ;3.‘47';!}‘;"
kula’s headmasre(.‘._. W) e (¥

;

Right: To the - children at: Ry . . PER LI i
Gurukulo, the. deities are ' : . AT v",‘“‘," el
flesh . and blood. Twice A e r by

daily, a riwal in the audi- : '

torium .erupls into a frenzy
of dancing and chanting, Ex-
hausted  children  fall af
Krishna's feel, :
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then[: isdo[ﬁce " oost 't have school desks, although
L doesn't seem t .b

108 wives and each hag a ;zzet:hem thet. Krizhus Nad 16

e a‘\x:u;r:) ;lh'cl}ﬁl'('j gets to be 6 years old, au
hoadmeey of i eh,{a’s_?ys Dayananda Das, the school's acti
?acl}:age fro'm his monl!}a\ef':-(i);plzw"'e?zran. s desi isng
o b e s T -aw, It's a stuffed dog, a gift
or tﬁ' — ghters at Gurukula, The headmaster lhrfws
ero 1
doco 5; tlls;r rlx)otfl:m at Gurukula, the children say, but th
e el smem.'saraswati, 5, says, “Fun is' ut that
ptiviy." | ;{v usk:; nan‘l‘;‘ means “goédess of 1;';""32?5
nedy, 11, says, “Footbal i '
sensg ﬁ;aselixﬂcauon. We don't do thos]es 'th(:?ng:'h:‘:ze's" That's
s are held daily except Sunday, “Sl.mday we

sterity is fun,

I s

A

teacher at Gurukula stands at the backboa i ) /
: rd, pointing a clibjo; - Just do work the whol !
zgcg;ez]e;fhoo, hos”n:pe toachers. Four are’ cenified.gBefo""r’gﬁ 5 T win, 11. He became a"mﬁﬂ};;ﬁﬁg :iay off,” says Dars
mov , some taught in public schools. “Public schools educate”children : . U ey Sildren turn 15, th kv e
o be no more than dogs and cats,” o teacher says. T - mentil they want o, raly "vo,,':ywcm:_ lenlve i
4 ‘ v ) ant to leave because

“The buﬂé? is in th

it would be like givi ious j
e b € gIving a precious jewel away,” says Lisa

Tha_uwif,
e T e o Pl Argbise oy 4Ol s
the kind of pain that everyone else goes through.” .
. There's a Wall Street J curnal in the headmasters
sincoming mail” basket. His office is lined with pictures of !
Krishna. One shelf has an assortment of incense sticks, in-
cense burners and bottles of strawberry perfume, all
manufactured by Spiritual Sky in Los Angeles, He has a
“hotline” to the Dallas office a few blocks away, -
. All maney goes to Krishna; some schools spend more
- on deities than children, the headmater says. I
The children at Gurukula look forward to daily rituals |
that erupt into a frenzy of dancing and chanting at the feet .
of deities in the auditorium, Krishna and Srimati Radhara-
ni, his consort, are like store window mannequins adorned
with fake jewels, fresh carnations, velvets and taffetas.
The children bow to them, as if they are flesh and blood.

The “maha prize,” a plate of food offered to Krishna,
goes to the best performer. “It's really a great prize,” a
boy says.

In one classroom, a teacher stands at the blackboard,
pointing a ¢club'to Sanskrit words. “Y ou know this work, S0 °
why should you act like such a £0017" he tells a student. The
teacher's head is shaved. He wears a white robe and i8 ¢
barefoot; the bottoms of his feet are dirty,

Everyone is barefoot out of respect for Krishna.

The main discipline at Gurukula is routine; children
follow a strict schedule. One thing they must do is chant
the Hare Krishna mantra 1728 times 4 day.

The school is not aceredited; the headmaster says he
doesn’t care to teach things like Texas history. Sanskxit is
more practical, he says. He sits at his desk, opening mail
and eating from 2 platter of cereal, bananas and milk. *Our
emphasis here is on Sanskrit and English grammar and
having the children understand our philosophy so they can

rven coloring books are about Krish- The children of Gurukula are vegetar~

na. Here, a child colors os he learns ians, eating veg nd frui ‘

: g g vegetables and fruits. 1.

the alphabet. . ‘ }'Ihey eol with their fingers off the He - - Continued
oor. R . X
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mg‘sz’-;’"d l;ever H;;mders lrof:ﬁ(r‘bl;r‘m, it's as if Top: . Gurukulo’s l}eaﬁl&:sler .says the school -
no longer his own, R A - isnt_ accredited because he doesnt want 1o - o

S T ) ;Egd&ﬂ: . teoch "things like. Texas history. He prefers- - '

teaching more practical subjects, like Sanskri,

T .
) T .- .. bhe soys. .The Marine Corps veteran’s two chil- . ) . R
- l g v;: i J ."dren attend Gurvkvla.;:; Fi . Confinued L ‘ .
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Continved

" introduce our way of life Lo everyone,” says Dayananda
Dus, 27, \
World history, geography und math are also Laught, -
Teachers make most of the textbooks and base them on a
Hindi spiritual text, Bhagavad-gitn, “That book is our
Rible," the hendmaster snys,
In one cluss, where children are leaming to read, there
Is a picture of Krishna with the caption: “The butter is in’
the pot. Krishna likes butter.” R L
Four of the nine teachers at Gurukula have certifi-
cateés; most have taught in public achools, “Public schools’
educate children to be no more than dogs and cats,” a
teacher says, Another, who -taught two years, says, "A

kind of knowledge — the nature of the self,”

Some ‘children remember public school, what it was
like, They share Christina Kennedy's feeling: “They don't
Leach you about Krishna, They don't even eare about if you
learn something or not, All'they do is make you pray to a
flag. 1t's just a waste of time,” .

Tuition at Gurukula is $100 a month. A few families
cun't pay, the headmaster says, :

The only time some children leave the building is to
sell Krishna coloring books on strect corners, Exic, 9, puts
on a wig before going oul. “Some people get freaked out
when they see me because they're thinking on a bodily
level. I wear a wig so they'll treal me better.”

Eric's head is shaved, except for a tuft in’ back: “The
tuft is for Krishna, so He can pull me up to Him when 1
die." He eried when his head was shaved the first time; he
was embarrassed. )

Two while streaks on their foreheads identify the chil-
dren as devotees. The boys wear baggy orange pants called
dhotis; many don't wear shirts. Theé, girls have rings
through their noses. The holes weré magie with sewing ma-
chine needles. “It hurt a little bit, but if you chant Hare
Krishna it" doésn't hutl’ becauss' you're thinking of Krjsh-
na," says Christina. “People stare at me. They think T'm *
suffering. But I feel very blissful.”

Christina says she isn't allowed to speak to boys, that
she has no classes with them. “I don't wear my hair loose
because it will altract men's minds. And I wear saris so the
men won't get altracted to my body.” Gurukula’s older stu-
dents, 10 to 15, are segregated Lo keep them from thinking
about gex. The headmasler says, “The children are just -

10 o, L m{\.hx c:,;]:"‘h r. That iso't good.
We're teaching self confrol, stren; R

A-teacher tells students that- sex can hinder their
development, damage brain cells, », “- iz -

One student says; “We're training to be bramacharis,
trying to be celibate, you know. If you're celibate, you will
be very strong and serve Krishna your whole life.”

Around every ~corner. : are ~pictures of Srimati
Radhurani, Krishna's jconcubine,: created for his sexual
pleasure, ST e S

Men can marry when they’re 25, but marriages are ar-
ranged. “It i$ understood that women are of lesser inteli-
gence,” says Jranaganya, the kindergarten teacher. Cou-
ples have children for one reason: “To raise them in Krish-
na consciousness.”

A few students have parents who live at the school'or
in rent houses a few blocks away, but they don't sleep with
them. Others see their parents twice a year, no more.
“When children are too attached to their parents, they are
torn between here and home,” says the headmaster.
“Actually, the child becomes more satisfied here.”

His daughter, Ahandranukhi, 5, says, “I'm not 50 at-
tached to my parents. If I think of them, I ¢an't think of

The headmaster wouldn't permit interviews with kind-

* not his parents, .

.
toncher is supposed to Impart wisdom and I felt Icouldn'ty .
do that. Here at Gurukula I give my students the hlghek{ .

SR

: 1 S ¥z
bé@;augg {“they ean't ive ilntelligent res;

“The first.week at Gurukula was
hard because | wanted my
mother a littlo bit. It's not good
* because you'll be more altached
10 your mother than fo Krishna,” *

ergarten children
sponses.” - - . )

Older children gay théy don't miss thelr parents,
Kelly, 8, says, “The first week al- Gurukula was hard be:
cause I wanted my mothor a little bit, It's not good because, -
you'll b more attached to your mother than Krishna,” il

The boy from Lm‘\don says hie misses tho temple there,’

& 2
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“One woman, whosd' husband teaches at Gurukula; has

ab-month-oldson, .4 - Pedw T
She says,. “These children'dro happy, very. peaceful,*

My son'will have a chojed about his lifestyle. But if he has

any Intelligence it all, this js what he'll do.” « & - L)
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