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Herb Tucker, he could be dissuaded from his campa
Md

movement.
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A FORMER MEMBER of the Hare Krishna says he
felt “like the waiking dead’’ during his five months

in the bizarre cuit,

. The ordeal of Herb Tucker, 22, recently ended when he
was kidnaped by a cuit deprogramer as he stood talking to

his parents at the Kansas

State Fair. His distraught
parents had arranged the
kidnaping. ,

“All of a sudden I turned

_around and here was this guy

who looked like a linebacker
with the L.A. Rams,”
Tucker recalled. “*He gave

~ me a bear hug and the van

door popped open.’"
" Tucker's first thought was

_that he had been seized by

toughs intent on beating up a
Krishna.

But ‘his kidnapers im-
mediately tried to calm him,

PR & TR

says rescued
Arishna culiist

calling him by name and
saying they wouldn't hurt
him. They toid him they were
taking him to be de-
programed.

Tucker was locked in a
room with a guard at the
door. ' Inside, a de-
programer tried to talk to
him about the Krishnas.

The cult orders its mem-
bers to chant in such situa-
tions, so this is what Tucker
did for the first hour. Within

U@

@ Deprograming stops Krishna cult membhers cold

.. home,

three hours, however,
doubts began to creep into
his brainwashed mind.

The power of the cult
which had held him for so
long was beginning to ebb.

*‘Being a Krishna was like
seeing the world through a 6-
foot straw,’” he admitted.
**You saw only those things
the leaders wanted you to see
and believe.”

For the next few weeks, -
Tucker's deprograming
went on at secret sites in the
Midwest and California,
while cult members trailed
his parents, hoping to be led
to Tucker.

Battle

“They've made inquiries
of all our neighbors, at |
school, and everywhere as to
Herb's whereabouts,’’ said
the senior Tucker. “‘I've
seen them watching me from -
parked cars.”” '

Thanks to the determined
efforts of Herb's family and
the deprogramer, the Krish-
nas lost the battle for
Tucker's soul,
~The thousands of doilars

- the Tuckers invested in the

deprograming finally paid
off when they got a happy
phone call from their son,
saying he was ready to come

SO
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By Roger Verdon
Sualt wriisr

Horb Tucker rould eee no e
caps, He wae in woll over his
head, right up to the prayer bsads
around his peck,

Later, whan it wus all over snd
he was out, he fipured he had
chanted 27,000 pames on his
preyer beads each morning before
bis eyes weore in focus and before
he twok his tirst cold shower of the
morning to reduce hiy sex drive.

But thet was part ol the pro-
gram, Chanting, listening Lo tapes
and spexkors pralsing . Krishoa,
loving Krishna, everything, mind,
body and soul, want (o Krishna,

“You want to eat, sloep, and
drink Krishns,” he sald, after h-
was out.

But lasy April he wasn't out, Ho
was new, fresh frow attalning s
wibtary discharge frum the Alr
Farcy basd on the niw religion ke
hed jurt embraced. le hed just
Jelnod 1he laternationa! Socioty for

+ Krishna Coastiousness temple In
* Denvar and 8 whois procesr wan

beginning to work on him,

Now he calls & hrainwashing.
But in Aprl It seerned much loas
sinistar.

Six yesrs before, Harb, slong
with his parents Jlob and Jen
Tucker, sod Driap, his younger
brother by (wo years, hsd an-
swered an advertiseraent n a
Wes: Coast newapaper placed
there by the Lyons Chamber of
Commerce, The Tuckers figured It
waa time for a change, and, as luck

“would have it..thers was a need in

Lyoss for s television shop aftar
the owner had just died. It was
right down. the Tuckers' allay.
They moved to Lyona trom Califor-
nia.

Brian, the youngest, did well,
Just entering high school, he be-
came ongaged in local a-t,vities
and was assimilated into the life-
style of Lyons, a pesceful commu.
nity of less than 4,500,

For: 16-year-old Herb, Lyons
didn't compare to thy West Coant,
Anyway, he was mote introverted
than his younger brother, und waa
, searcher who read philosophers, -

He dabbled in Kierkegasrd and
Nnruuh. read Aldous Huxley,
and became intorested in Oriental
philosophies, When he heard about
books he felt might cunlain some
piece of the whole puzzle for which
he was seeking answers, he would
read them as well, He lovked for a
book entitiod "Bhagavad-gita” but

- couldn't find ot 1 pearby librarjes,

He went on ta other reading and

kept the book title in the- back of
bis mind.

Later, after he gradusted from
high school, and attended a techni:
eal school for three semestors, he
dscided to join the Afr Forcs, It
was an opporiunity thet he felt
would provide him cash, travel and
sxperience. And now Into hly 20s,
he was till mrchln( e vome-
thing,

He went to Lu:l(hn‘ AFD 1o
Texas and began his basie tratning,
At the same time, he finally came
scross the “Bhagavad-gita.” Ha

discovered It on his lrlinlng om\,

cer’s buokshelf.

Tucker went on with his training
and began delving into l\w boak in
oarnest,

He was transferred o IMinols
where he graduated with honors
from fet engine mechznics school,

snd was stationed for a Urae In .

Okinaws, After Injuring his hand
he was relurned to the U.8. und
spont November and Docember of
1979 recuperating at Fitxximmons
Hospital. The hosgital was based
In Denver. So was ) chapter of the
Krishna group. @

Tuckor had hnmﬂ about the
Krishnas and knew thelr philoan
phy trom resding the “Bhagavad.
gita.” Something about their aus-
tore life-style, their luck of mate-
rial posseesions, appesled to him.

Now stationed at Lowery AFD,
he decided to attend s Sunday
feast at the Denver Lample.

There was something about the
mood of tho place, the intentions,
sxprensed by group membars, that
they could change the world and
make it & batter place.

“The philosophy sounded good,”
Tucker said, “and | wasa't com-
mitted to anything.” He started to
foe] as If the search, the thing be
way looking for, was finally upon
him. He attended more mestings,

Finally, he attended s two-hout
class held by the group’s spiritual
loader, “I called my comnanding
officer the next day and asked for
a weok's leave and then 1 moved
into the temple."

Ife also begen earnestly pushing

for & discharge based on religious

conscjence, Within the month he
was out of the military and Into
the Krishnas,

Everything, his guitar, hia man)’
record albums, his books, his
clothes, a calculstor, was given
over to the group, In return he
was given a complete wardrobe of
two salfron sheets each messuring
3 x 9 teet, and a tightly-worn sa.
rong-type affair for underwwear,

sleep, drink Krishna’

1{e loarned, said Yuckar, “to be
austere, You don't nesd Lo take
care of yoursslf, you just have lo
worry about your scul,”

lis slept in a used sleeping bag,

and felt honored to drink the wa.
ter [n which his spritual leader had
warhed his loet,

e loarped how to sell candies to
raise monay for the group. He also
began learning how to “change-up”
unwary contributors, moving in on
8 pusserby with great speed, talk.
ing all the time, pinning & flower
to & lapel or blouse and soliciting
A4 much mooay trom the passerby
as possible.

He losrned also how to :hnn
the prite tags on food b grocery
marksts and how to lnad a sscktul
of oranges with mangoes hidden on
the bottein 0 he would be cherged
lcas lor the cheaper-priced or-
anges.

He learnsd how 10 steal gus with
2 gadget that could adjust the
price on the pump. While a second
devates was inmde 4 service sta.
tlon diverting the owner, ho could
pump 810 of gas into his vehicle,
change the price back to ero,
pump $10 more, repsat the pro-
cadure, snd wind up paying just a
partion of the real bill,

As the months slipped by his
field of roferance was narrowing to
what he rocalls as similar to a view
through “a six-loot sods straw.”
Tunnel-vision.

Hie once commented about how
besutiful a landscape was and hls
fsllow devotees reprimanded him
for not devoling all his thoughts
tully to Krishna, He wus so com-
mittod, he falt guilt,

As the cool of April passed into
spring and summer, the Krishnas
spoke about traveling to Kansas to
solicit contributions and Tucker
learned he would bs going aloag,
He joinad six other devotess in
two vans and headed for Kansas
srriving In Lyons al 8 a.m, Sept,
8, the lirst Saturday of the Kansas
State Fair, )

Tucher asked If it would be pos:
sible to visit his home and was toid

the gronp had to get Lo The. Fair-.of.-:

and begin working the crowd.

o waan't concerned. For him
his personal search had ended. He
had found in the Krishnas what-
ever it was he had been looking
for,

Tucker put his dinagpointment
out of his mind as tho vans headed
for Hutchinson, But he didn't krow
then that in driving south he was
sso driving to [reedom,

(See l)cpmgrm uning, page 9)
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In April, Bob and Jan Tucker re- r
ceived a call' at their Lyons home
from their 22-year-old son, Herb, who
was in Denver with the Air Force.

The message was simple: H=r’ said
he had left the military to join the

Krishnas. He was happy. He had »

found something to believe in.

Bob Tucker's reaction was immedi-
ate. “I couldn't believe it. I disowned
him. I screamed at him. I told him
never to call.”

Herb's mother said, “I cried for like
a month.”

The phone call ended. Their world
had changed. .

But in time their feelings cooled,
the paternal-maternal instincts re-
turned. Their son Herb called again,
and his parents accepted the calls.

Bob and Jan Tucker knew nothing
about the Krishnas, or eastern philos-
ophy, or the cult movement in the
U.S. They knew as much as their
neighbors, which was little. . :

Then, like their son, they came

" across a book, and they read it, ab-

sorbed it, and they became less pas-
sive about their son's frivolous.
adventure. The book, “Snapping,” by
Flo Conway and Jim Seigleman, de-
scribed cult activity in the U.S. and
how it was related to thought control.
The authors, who refer to the mo-
ment of being controlled or, in the re-
verse, deprogrammed, as “snapping,”

-describe the effects as “...the sudden,

drastic alteration of personality in all
its many forms...the way in which in-
tense experience may affect funda-
mental information-processing
capacities of the brain.”

The Tuckers, in their phone conver-
sations with Herb, could detect subtle
changes in voice patterns, repeated
words, monotone speech. “He was al-
ways quoting doctrine,” Bob Tucker '
said, finally realizing that, “He was
actually selling the doctrine to us.”

And like their son, something in-
side of them “snapped.” Theﬁ' grew
both fearful and angry and began
groping around for answers. They
also decided they were going to res-
cue their son from whatever it was
that was holding him.

They read all the books described
in the bibliography of “Snapping,”
and wrote for guidance from the Citi-
zens Freedom Foundation in Califor-
nia, a nationwide group of parents
concerned about the growing power
of cults over their children.

e Inwes vnissies —a The group put them in touch with 4

PN Al i b fase

" The Tuckers walked into a paranoid '
world. They had to gain the trust of
those they approached. Visiting the
Hutchinson chapter, they were inter-'
viewed by other parents whose chil- .
dren had engaged in cult activity:
They were being checked out, their
story was being verified. ‘
Through the CFF group, the Tuck-
ers learned a great deal about rescues
and deprogramming. But they called
no one. They got no names, no ad-
dresses. They were told someone
would contact them. A message had
been transmitted through an under-
ground nationwggde network that has

~ arisen as a result of so-called cult ac-

tivities.

" The network is broadbased and
crosses all religious denominations. It
includes parents of deprogrammed
children, volunteers concerned about
the growing danger of thought con-
trol, ex-cult members, deprogram-
mers and others.

The reasons behind the cautious--

ness of those the Tuckers came to
know was two-fold: Abducting a son
or daughter was a rescue in one sense
and a kidnapping in another. Failed
rescue attempts have wound up in
court with all participants charged
with a felony, as in the recent con-
viction of nationally-known anti-cult

activist Ted Patrick. (At one point :

Tucker called Patrick tz hire him as

his son's deprogrammer, but because -
of his court-difficulties, Patrick de- :

clined the job.)

Secondly, there:.were the cults '
themselves. CFF members believe "

they have good reason to be paranoid.

While CFF has an inteiligence net-
work, members believe that the cuits
have a similar network bent on
counter-intelligence activities, includ-
ing efforts to foil deprogramming at-

tempts. ,

Finally, the Tuckers received a call |
from a man who they knew only as a
private detective. He was, said Bob
Tucker, a “Mickey Spillane” type,
tight-lipped, listening, offering little

information of his own.

Their story told, the detective be-
gan asking pertinent questions about
Herb. The detective, who told them
he would be ready “when you have
would

’

secured your deprogrammer,’
head the rescue team.

Meanwhile, as the plan began to

O

evolve, the Tuckers received phone -

calls from Herk. “"He would call and
say how happy he was, without any
emotion in his voice,” Jan Tucker

said.

While Herb told them he was plan-

ning to be in Kansas for the State .

"Fair, his parents told him they were

planning to be in Florida during that |
time and would probably miss him. ,

They were lying, of course. ‘
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T ormer Krlshna warns |

By Roger \‘erdon '

! Staff writer

Fo mer Hare Krishna Herb Tucker
of Lyons called upon local ministers
Thursday to inform their congrega-

" . tions about the dangers of becoming

involved in “cults,”

B

Tucker, a member of the Hare
Krishna group for about six months
before undergoing deprogramming,
spoke to about 30 ministers gathered
at the Forest Park Presbyterian
Church, 700 East 26th,

“We should all become involved,”

s

ocal ministers of cults

His father, Robert’ Tucker, born

. into the Jewish faith, told the min-

isters that the people who aided his
family during his son’s rescue and re-
habilitation spanned all religious
denominations, “They never asked
what religion, we were. This is what
Christianity is all about,"

Tucker .also cautioned ‘ministers

‘against other religious organizations,

naming the Church of Scientology,
TM, Divine’ Light Mission, and The
Way, which he termed “the most in-
sidious of all of them (cu)ts).” He said
The Way, which operates a co"ege in

Lo 4

Tucker said, and advised the min-

isters that “just giving one sermon in
" your church on. cults” would beneﬂtv

members. ‘

Using his own experience as an ex-
ample, he said ‘he had joined the
group as part of a self-searching “in-

tellectual quest” which he admitted -

v

was a mistake.

He said his involvement reduced hi§
probing spirit and: he turned robot-
like, and “was never able to step back
and 'view things objectively. I was en-
couraged never to think, never to
questlon — ‘to doybt is evil.”!

i

" “Bofore we have freedom of anyﬁ

thing. an individual must have frees
Before. we. hava

dom of choice.

religious freedoms we must have ireqi
* dom of the indlvidual " Tucker gaid, ™}

it

Tucker, who Is now working in hia
family's electronics. store in Lyons.
briefly .summarized his short-lived

time in the Krishna temple in Denveng)

before he was taken from the State
Fairgrounds this summer and depr-
ogrammed, He now spends. much of &
his time speaking about the cult con»

troversy,

.

Emporia, is more subtle in its prag-.
tices and lifestyle than such groups as

the Krishnas, whose members can be.

identified by their robes and shaved -
heads.

Herb Tucker added that members *

of The Way “are the most difficult to
deprogram "o .

The Tuckers and others at the -
meeting also criticized the media for
what was viewed as a lack of, or
biased coverage of, so-called “cult”
groups, The News was specifically
criticized for its coverage of a recent.

Way convention in’ Wichita, a sub;ect
. e N P L . Sl

which sparked the most questxons
from the ministers.

Both the Hare Krishna group and
Way members have separately denied
in the past that their members are -
brainwashed, and oppose the use of 4
the word “cylt” in deseribing either”

‘ organization,

from New York where he was.a guest &
on the “To Tell the Truth” television:
program as a former Krigshna mem- :
ber. He said he stumped two of the)

four panelisis. The show is not ex-
peoted to be aired in Kansas, - A

et la b

4

1

d

!

3
Herb - Tucker recently returned{
|
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¥ By LAURI DIEHL
Collegian Reporter

Herb Tucker was a member of the °
Hare Knshna for six months.

about 30 people in Union 213. The’

speech was sponsored by Students

for Free Minds, an organization .-
. designed to promote cult awareness:

and serve as a support group for ex-
cult members and relatives of cult
members.

army hospital in Denver. -

“It was a classic case of how so- ~

meone becomes involved in a cult,”
he said. ““I did not have any friends

in Danver. I had read some Hare -
Krishna literature and ithad a listof . °

temples, houses and-farms. There
was one listed for Denver so I gave
them a call.”

Tucker said he was not interested

thought ‘what do -1 ha\re to lose?

‘They cannot control me.’

‘I cannot remember much of the

-first meeting,” he sail. “It is like

*-after having too much to .drink —
Tucker, “ffeshman in physics, °
spoke Thursday night to a group of -

. 4in joining the cult after his first con-+;
- tact with the Hare Krishna organiza-"#
.tion.’
} “They started calling me,” he-
said. “‘One day they called and sa1d
the Spiritual Master was in town. I

KERE. | . 5

really vague memon&d "
 Tucker stayed the first mght in the
temple and dxdn’t leave‘for six mon-
ths .-

““The whole txme I wlas bemg in-

‘ doctrinated, I was never told to do
anything,” Tucker said: *\‘t‘They only

suggested I do things, soit was easy

- to suspend judgment.”
-~ Tucker said he became interested.-: :
in Hare Krishna in 1979 while in the .
Air Force. He was injured and in an *

Tucker said he had always believ-
ed his mind was inviolate. Later he
discovered anyone ‘can be brain-
washed under certain conditions.

Sz udent descrlbes life in Hare Krishna

: “All the time I would keep up a hne

always legal.- o
“One thing we d1d was called a - of talk and out of a $20 bill; I might

" change-up,” he said. I would zero - give them 10 ones.”

_dollar, I would open the side of my™.
' bag and there were a bunch of bills. -

in on a guy and before he couldreact . Taking money was ]ustlﬁed by

I had a flower on him. Then I told - saying it helped the person serve

him everyone else had been givinga  God, Tucker said.
“The Hare Krishnas said people
“should be made to serve God by any .-
We started out the day with $20, so means possible,” he said. “If even :
we could give that line to the first one penny of their money went to our -
person we met.”’ organization, they would be saved :
Tucker said nine of 10 people from hell for many lifetimes.”
would give a dollar. Tucker’s parents ‘‘kidnapped’;
“But that was not enough. ThenI him from the Kansas State”
would offer to make change for a Fairgrounds six months after he
bigger bill in their wallet,” he said. - joined the Hare Krishna.

%

“In Hare Krishna we had free will -

but no.choice,” he said. “They can '
control all your perceptions, so you |

can make no other choice.” .

was wrong.

“The alarm be]ls were gomg off,” :
‘he said. “But I had no experience to '
-help me deal with'it. T just attributed -
/it to my impure nature; After about ;

two weeks the doubts stop

When he became. worried over :
‘some aspects ‘of Hare Krishnd life,
“Tucker said, he did not know what

.+ Tucker said his fund-ralsmg ac-

thltleS _for_the group: were not

R
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‘Eat, sleep, drink Krishna’

By Roger Verdon
Stall writer

Herh Tucker could eee no ee:
cape. e wae in woll over his
head, nght up to the prayer byads
arvund his neck,

Later, when it was all over and
he wes out, he figured ho had
chanied 27,000 uvames on his
preyer baads each morning before
bis eyes were in focus and before
he took his tirst cold skower ol the
morning to reduce hiv sex drive.

But thit was part of the pro-
gram, Chanting, listening to tapes
and spezkors pralsing . Krushaa,
loving Krishna, everything, mind,
body and soul, went (o Krishns,

“You want to eal, sleep, and
drink Krishna,” ho sald, after he
was out. r

But Iass April he wasn't out. He
wos new, fresh frow attaining e
military discharge frum the Alr
Forre based on the new religion he
had just embrasced. He hed Just
Jelned (e loternational Socioty lor

+ Krishna Constiousners temple in
* Denver and » whos procoesr wan
begioning to work on him,

Now he cails i brunwashing,
But in Aprl it seetzed much loas
sinistar,

Slx years bafore, llorb, elong
with his parents Bob sad Jea
Tucker, and Briau, his younger
brother by two years, hsd an-
swered an sdvertissment in a
Wes: Coast pevupaper placed
there by the Lyons Chember of
Commerce. The Tuckers tigured it
was time for a change, and, as luck

" would have it,.thers was a noed In
Lyons for & telavision shop after
the owner had just died, It was
right down, the Tuckers' alley,
They moved to Lyons trom Calior-
pia,

Brisn, the youngest, did well.
Just entering high school, he be-
came ongaged In local a-tivities
and was assimilated into the life-
style of Lyons, s pescaful commu-
nity of less than 4,500,

For - 16-year<ld Herb, Lyons
didn't compare to thy West Coast,
Anyway, he was mote introverted
than his younger brother, and waa

» searcher who read philosophers,

He dabbled in Kierkegasrd and
Nietzache, read Aldous lHuxley,
and became Intorested in Oriental
philosophies, When he heard about
hooks he felt might cuntain some
piece of the whole puxzle for which
he was seeking answers, he would
reed them as well, He looked for 8
bouk entitiud "Bhagavad-gita” but
couldn’t find 1t in pearby libraries,
He went on to other reading and

kept the book title in the- back of
his mind.

Later, aftar he gradusted lrom
high school, and attended s technis
eal school for three semestors, he
dacided to join the Afr Force, It
was an opportunity thet he feit
would provide him cash, travel and
sxperience. And vow into hiy 20s,
he was still lurchlng e wome-
thing.

He went to Lackland AFD in
Texas and began his baxde training.
At the same time, ha finsally c3xme
scross the “Dhagavad-gita,” Ha
discovered It on his tninlng offly
cer's bookshell,

Tucker went on with his training
and began delving into t\w book in
earnsat.

He was transterrod %o Ilinots
where be graduated with honors
from jet engine mechznics school,

snd was ostationed for s time In .

Okinawa. Alter [njuring his hand
e was relurned to the U.8, and
spont November and Docember of
1979 recuporsting st Fitzsimmons
Hospilal. The hosgfital was based
is Denver. So wu“ chapier of the
Krishna group. !

Tucker had ‘heard sbout the
‘Krishnas and luuw thelr phlloan
phy from resding the “Bhxpavad:
gita.” Somcthin. about their wus-
tero lle-atyle, their lack of mate-
risl possessions, appesled to him,

Now stationed at Lowery AFB,
he decided to attend a Sunday
feast at the Denver tample.

There was something shout the
mood of tho place, the intentlons,
expressed by group mewbaers, that
they could chenge the world wnd
make it & better place,

“The philosophy sounded good,”
Tuckor said, “and | wasn't com-
mitted to anything.” He started to
{eel us if the search, the thing be
was looking for, was finally upon
him. He attended more meetings,

Finally, he sttonded a two-houy
class held by the group's spiritual
leadar, 1 called my commanding
olficer the next day and asked for
1 weok's lesve and then | moved
into the temple.”

He also begen earnestly pushing
lor a discharge based on religious
conscience, Within the month he
was out of the milltary and into
the Krishnas,

Everything, his guitar, hia nuny
record albums, his books, his
clothes, a calculstor, was given
over to the group. In return he
was given a complete wardrobe of
two salfron sheets each messuring
3 x 9 feet, and a tightly-worn sa.
rong-type alfair for pnderwwear,

1o learned, said Yuckar, “to be
austere. Yuu don't pesd lo take
care of yoursslf, you j\nt have to
worry about your ecul.”

He alept in & used sleeping bag,
and felt honored (o drink the wa-
ter {n which his spritual leader had
wathed his loet,

fle loarped how to sell candles to
raise money for the group. He alno
bogan learning how to “change-up”
unwary contributors, moving in on
2 passerby with great speod, talk.
Ing al} the time, pinning a flower
to & lapel or blouse and soliciting
as much monay trom the passerby
as possible,

He learned also how to :hann
the prite tays on food o grocery
markats snd how to lned a sscktul
of oranges with mangoes hidden on
the bottom m ho would be cherged
lcss  lor the choapaer-priced or-
anges,

He learnsd how to steal gus with
s gadget that could adjust the
price on the pump. While a second
devotos waa inmde 4 service sta.
tion diverting the owner, ho could
pump $10 of gas Into his vehicle,
change the pnice back to 3ero,
pump $10 more, repast the pro-
csdure, and wind up paying just a
partion of the real bill.

As the months slipped by his
Beld of reforance wss narrowing to
what he rocalls as sirilar o 2 view
through “a six-foot soda straw.”
Tuanel-vinjon.

fle once commented about how
Lesutlful & landscape was and his
(allow devotees reprimsnded him
for not devoting all his thoughts
fully to Krishna. He was s0 com-
mitted, he folt guilt.

As the cool of April pessed {nto
spring and summer, the Krishnes
spoke about traveling to Kansas to
solicit contributions and Tucker
learned he would be going along.
He joined six other devotees in
two vans and hesded for Kansas
arriving [n Lyons at 6 a.m. Sept,
6, the tirst Saturday of the Kansas
State Fair,

Tucher asked Il it would be pos-
sible to visit his home and was told

the gropp. had 1o got to The. Fair-..| -

and begin working the crowd,

lie waan't concerned. For him
bis personsl search had ended. He
had found in the Krishnas what.
ever it was he had been lovking
for.

Tucker put his disagpointment
out of his mind as the vans headed
for Hutehinson, But he didn't know
then that in driving south he was
uso driving to freedom,

ISee l)cpmg'rm wmning, page 9)

ST SOOI




f(W [mes bﬂqu(_

In April, Bob and Jan TuckeF re- v
ceived a call at their Lyons home
from their 22-year-old son, Herb, who
was in Denver with the Air Force.

The message was simple: Harb said
he had left the military to join the
Krishnas. He was happy. He had '~
found something to believe in.

Bob Tucker's reaction was immedi-
ate. “I couldn't believe it. I disowned
him. 1 screamed at him. I told him
never to call.”

Herb's mother said, “I cried for like
a month.”

The phone call ended. Their world
had changed. .

But in time their feelings cooled,
the paternal-maternal instincts re-
turned. Their son Herb called again,
and his parents accepted the calls.

Bob and Jan Tucker knew nothing
about the Krishnas, or eastern philos-
ophy, or the cult movement in the
U.S. They knew as much as their
neighbors, which was little. . i

Then, like their son, they came

- across a book, and they read it, ab-

sorbed it, and they became less pas-
sive about their son's frivolous .
adventure. The book, “Snapping,” by
Flo Conway and Jim Seigleman, de-
seribed cult activity in the U.S. and
how it was related to thought control.
The authors, who refer to the mo-
ment of being controlled or, in the re-
verse, deprogrammed, as “snapping,”

-describe the effects as “...the sudden,

drastic alteration of personality in all
its many forms...the way in which in-
tense experience may affect funda-
mental information-processing
capacities of the brain."

The Tuckers, in their phone conver-
sations with Herb, could detect subtle
changes in voice patterns, repeated
words, monotone speech. “He was al-
ways quoting doctrine,” Bob Tucker °
said, finally realizing that, “He was
actually selling the doctrine to us.”

And like their son, something in-
side of them “snapped.” The§ grew
both fearful and angry and began .
groping around for answers. They
also decided they were going to res-
cue their son from whatever it was
that was holding him.

They read all the books described
in the bibliography of “Snapping,”
and wrote for guidance from the Citi-
zens Freedom Foundation in Califor-
nia, a nationwide group of parents
concerned about the growing power
of cults aver their children.

The wrann ol thed in jouch with a

aaxdala

‘

" The Tuckers walked into a paranoia '
world. They had to gain the trust of
those they approached. Visiting the
Hutchinson chapter, they were inter-’
viewed by other parents whose chil-

- dren had engaged in cult activity:

They were being checked out, their
story was being verified. '
Through the CFF group, the Tuck-
ers learned a great deal about rescues
and deprogramming. But they called
no one. They got no names, no ad-
dresses. They were told someone
would contact them. A message had
been transmitted through an under-
ground nationwggle network that has

_ arisen as 8 result of so-called cult ac-

tivities. .
- The network is broadbased and
crosses all religious denominations. It
includes parents of deprogrammed
children, volunteers concerned about
the growing danger of thought con-
trol, ex-cult members, deprogram-
mers and others.

The reasons behind the cautious-*
ness of those the Tuckers came 10
know was two-fold: Abducting a son
or daughter was a rescue in one sense
and a kidnapping in another. Failed
rescue attempts have wound up in
court with all participants charged
with a felony, as in the recent con-
viction of nationally-known anti-cult
activist Ted Patrick. (At one point :
Tucker called Patrick to hire him as
his son's deprogrammer, but because °
of his court - difficulties, Patrick de- :
clined the job.)

Secondly, there - were the cults '
themselves. CFF members believe .
they have good reason to be paranoid.
While CFF has an intelligence net-
work, members believe that the cults -
have a similar network bent on
counter-intelligence activities, includ-
ing etforts to foil deprogramming at-
tempts. ,

" Finally, the Tuckers received a call |
from a man who they knew only as a
private detective. He was, said Bob
Tucker, a “Mickey Spillane” type,
tight-lipped, listening, offering little
information of his own.

Their story told, the detective be-
gan asking pertinent questions about
Herb. The detective, who told them
he would be ready “when you have
secured your deprogrammer." would
head the rescue team.

Meanwhile, as the plan began to
evolve, the Tuckers received phone
calls from Hert. “He would call and
say how happy he was, without any
emotion in his voice,” Jan Tucker
said. -

While Herb told them he was plan-
ning to be
Fair, his parents told him they were
planning to ‘be in Florida during that ,
time and would probably miss him.
They were lying, of course. .

in Kansas for the State
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Former Krishna Member

‘Back Among

LYONS, Kan. (AP) — Four weeks
«alter he was abducted from the Kan-
sas State Fair by a deprogrammer,
former Hayg J{ris member Herh
Tucker says, “It’s great o be back
among the living.”

Tucker, in a telephone interview last
week from the central Kansas home of
his parents, said he was “kind of like
the walking dead” in the five months
he was a member of the culf, .

-The reformation of the 22-year-old
Air Force veteran is the latest develop-
ment in the war of nerves between the
Hare Krishnas and Jan and Bob Tuck-
er.

Sept. 7 as he talked with his parents
Wwhile on a tour of duty at the State
Fair in Hutchinson. ‘ '

“I was talking with my parents, and
all of a sudden, I turned around and
here was this guy that looked like &
linebacker with the L.A, Rams,” Tuck-
er said, “le gave me a bear hug, and
the van door popped open.”

Tucker said his first thoughts were
that he had been seized by hoodlums
intent on beating up a Krishna, He re-
called his abductors immediately be-
gan calling him by name, telling him to
calm down, saying they wouldn't huri
him, that he was headed for depror
gramming, ‘

He said in such situations, the Krish-
nas have instructed captives to chant,
and that is what he did for about the
first hour,

lle said he was locked in a room
with a guard at the door, and a depro-
grammer who wanted to talk about the
Krishnas. :

WITHIN THREE HOURS, doubts
began to creep in about his move five
months earlier, when he joined the
-Krishng {emple in Denver.

“Being a Krishna was like seeing the -
world through a 6-foot straw,” he said.
*““You were seeing only those things the

THEY HAD their son “kidnapped".

‘dollars they spent to send their son

the Living”

s

UPI Telephoto
HERB TUCKER
Got advice from Ted Patrick.

leaders wanted
lieve.”

In the weeks that followed, Tucker
was deprogrammed at secret sites in
the Midwest and California while
members of the sect trailed his par-
ents in the tiny Rice County town of
4,400.

“They’ve made inquiries of all of our
neighbors, at school, and everywhere
as to Herb’s whereabouts,” said the
senior Tucker. “I've seen them parked
on the square watching me.”

The Tuckers believe the Krishnas
will make some attempt to see their
son again, but they don't seem wor-
ried.

“I COULD GET a restraining or-
der,” Tucker said, “but I'm confident
he’s strong enough to resist any temp-
tation 1o go back in there.”

The Tuckers say the thousands of

you to see and be-

through the underground deprogram-
ming pipeline was made all worthwhile
when they received a phone call from
California last Friday saying he was
ready to come home. ‘ R p




