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For six ycars Martin Rosenthal was
a cloistered Hare Krishna monk, lead-
iz a monastic, spartaa life in a Gain-
e-ville temple of hys eastecn religious
Salt, '

Known to his pecrs by his religious
e, Madhava, the 33.year-old Ros-
enthal receotly inarried and was ad-
vioed by his spiritual leaders to take
k's wife and po cut into ‘‘the real
world' as a lavaman — what tare
§orhnas call “householders.”

On o hrief visit to his parent's Plan-
t .ton home last week, Rosenthal and
ks new bride stepped into what he de-
s s as a nightimarish world of kid-
rof g, brain washing and torture.

NOW ROSENTIAL s in a Ft. Laus
oraale psychateie hospital as a men-
el patient, fighting to get out, llis
wde s sl mesnng.,

On the nioht of June 11, Rosenthal
atd his woe, Marcia, wese abducted
feorm o Plananun street by a squad of
80y sten as they went for a steoll, says

Rosenthal's attorney, Assistant Bro-
ward Public Defender Fred Goldstein.
The couple was taken to a Plantation
house by six ‘‘goons’ and subjected to
20 hours of badgering, sleeplessness
and torture.

It is called deprogramming -~ a
procedure performed by a profes-
sional, hired tearn of deprhygrammers
whose airm is to brainwash the reli-
gicus cult member back into*‘normal
suciety,"

EARLY TODAY, Broward Circuit
Court Judge Paul Marko was to hold a
hearing at the Coral Ridge Psychiatric
Haospital where Rosenthal was admit-
ted after the deprogramming session
as a mental patient. Marko was to de-
termune if Rosenthal was legally ad-
mitted to the hospital under the
state's Baker *Act as mentally un-
stable.

Goldstein said the Baker Act re-
quires that before a patient can be ad-
rhi'ted, he must he a danger to lam-
sed, e soctely,

" I'm nut convinced Rosenthal meets
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eprogramning (akes 1o

that requirement,'” the attorney said.
“le's logical and fairly calm consid-
ering what he has been through. Hs
biggest critne is being a little bit dil-
ferent and under our mental health
system, if you're diffcrent you run the
risk of being locked up.”

ROSENTHAL wus admitted to the
private mental hospital by his father,
Lester Rosenthal,

The father declined to comment
about Ins son. He denied any knowl-
edge of the deprogramming, “‘'l've
been trying to get hold of deprograme-
mers all across the country,” he said.

Goldstein instigated the court heer-
ing to gain Hosenthal's release from
the hospital by filing a writ of habeay
corpus which contends that the patient
is being beld anlawlully.

THE ASSISTANT PUBLIC defeuder
said he has also asked the Browa-d
State Attorney's Office to conduct an
investigation intu the alleged kidaap.
ping to briag possible charges against
the deprogeanuners .

Goldstein said Rosenthal has ot

seen his wife since they were ahducted
a week ago by the deprogramming
team. '

Hare Krishna leader Bill Ogle, who
knows Rosenthal and his wile, said
Marcia was abducted and depr-
opramnied once before in carly April.

“SHE WAS TAKEN off the street by
a deprogramming team and spent
three days being badgered, heckled
and not allowed to sleep. They (the
team) stuck ice cubes in her mouth;
they Kept badpering her until they
were convinced she now hated the reli-
pion she once loved. Then they re-
turned her to her parents,’” Ogle said.

Ogle, a governing body commission-
er for the religious sect in the South-
east, sad his group petitioned a Gain.
esville Circuit Court for a writ of
habeas corpus Lo gain her release
from i psychiatrie hospital where she
was adontied as a Baker Act patient
after the ordeal, The petition for a
writ was successful and she was re-
leased, the Hare Krishna feader said.

“Nuw we don't know where she has
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been taken. She could spend days
being deprogramnied,” he said.

OGLE SAID deprogramming 15 a
common occurance (hroupghoaut the
country. “Many parents hice the depy -
ogrammers for $1,000 a day to brawm.
wash their childeen’s minds away
from their chosen fith, Depgopt ann
ing clearly violates the victun's con-
stitutional rights but wiost poople iy

" nore it because they look at the vie

tims as only beiuyg werd castern cull
fanatics who sell flowers o books at
the airport.”

When the deprograniming  victun
gets out of the meutal hospital, Ople
said, he ot shie will asually file o covtd
suit against the deprogrannuers ot
the parents who hiced thetr U has
been onp expericuce thal few ey
end in court action because the vic
tims are relactant to see it through be.
cause the villatfs often thewr pare
ents.”’ '
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THE CULT dces have a

powertul .
appea! in this turbulent society. It _

"' teaches ¢ ghsolutes. One does not’
have to think about values or grap-

ple with right and wrong. Just be~’

lieve. Great for ex-drug addicts. -
. With the rise of modern sects,:
_there 2lso came into existence & bi-¢
. zarre professional: the religious kid-'
naper, snatching people away for
teprogramming.: Sometimes: - it
worked, and the errant offspring of*
#rantic parents returned to the fold:
- of middle-class values, -traditional’
religious ethic and respectable ma-.
terialism. i #pibaeis > 00
_vs..Some cults are undoubtedly dans!
" gerous. The horror of the Jim Jones:
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- o mhy R R . -mass murder-suicide rites in 'Guy<® o
SEre l 9 - gxlxafshowed the extremes to which -
 the far-out can go. - Lrleeeg D] RS
Re@l Re t’gl On ~.~ But'stand back fof an’ objecﬁve: e
P e ‘fook- and you sometimes’ wonder:
¥ 'Hare ‘Krishna uptake: Cnlt orx "why one movement is called -at
. walid religion? . .: ve “cult” and another is not. One
It seems to depend on how ycu man’s cult is also another’s belief.
ook at things. All of us, in some way, seek a
Sometimes in the 'mtter domestlc means of making sense out of this
furor that can be generated in fami- - crazy world in which we live.

er & controversial belief, one
itle:ncc)i:rs which side — pro or con . ONE GROUP cham ' another
— is the more extreme.  ° S prays. Some -people sit in a circle’
The point seems pemnent to me and ssy “Ommmmm » Some ]
become ° born-again  Christians.. :

in light of the hesste surrounding & - ! :
South Florida ‘couple, Martm and _ Some join the Republican Party. I'm

Rosenthal. : u . sort of a nut about jogging. As for
"‘}’ﬁi’; were wrenched apart _-brainwashing, did you ever watch a
well-meaning parents who, SO the Billy Greham TV special?
story goes, had Marshe kidnaped- - . The Hare Krishnas, as far' as I
away from her Hare Krishna hus- know, are & legal and legitimate en-,
band and “‘deprogrammed.” But she- terprise. They have a constitutional
_went back to hun finally — 2nd to _ right to practice religion as they
“the sect. : please. From what I've read in The

These must be children, :ight?.- Godhead, the sect’s Eastern beliefs
Rids don’t know any better. are rooted in ancient virtues: love,
- Marsha Rosenthai is 31 years oid- devotion, discipline. :
Her husband is 33 Cult? Sect? Religion?

. So much for the free will of con- Twenty years ago, while Bving in
senting adults. - ‘Tennessee, I became fascinated by a

group of monks who lived in & com-
mune at Gethsemane, Ky. I would
drive vp with my family, just to
_ soak in the peace of the place.
These monks were mer who'd.
. rejected the real world and retrest-
ed into cloister. They lived by 12th
_Century disciplines of toil and abso-
jute silence. They'd get up in the
middie of the night tc do strange
chants. But I doubt if any was ever
kidnaped and deprogrammed. -
Their commune was’ ca}.leé a.
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1 FIRST became conscious of the-
Hare Krishnas in the late 1960s. It-
was downtown Flagler Street on 2 .
hot day. Here they came in their

. saifron robes, shaking rattles, beat-
ing sacred tom-toms, chanting. - -

The Krishnas, in the eyes of the
fearful, are cultists, and therefore ;
somehow dangerous. Besides, the
country has become & teeming mMix :
of far-out groups — Children of

' God, Moonies, Scientologists, Peo- .

ple’s Temple folk, followers of this . monastery.
guru or that. - .-The -men were Cathoﬁcs, the . T . .
chénts Gregorian. g7 o o
They were Trappists. B : ;
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