By Bill Dampier Toronto Star

On I'riday, Feb. 8, a girl we will call
Shirley Caine lelt home. She is 18 years
old, a slow learner who had never been
able to find a full-time job.

She lefl suddenly wud withoul explana-
tion,

Her mother, Mrs. Susan Caine, had gone
to work that morning as usual. Shirley
had an appointinent 1o see about a federal
retraining program -~ “the one where
they give you $100 a week while you're
learning” — and phoned midway through
the morning to say she was going to the
Canada Manpower office. She (lﬁd not

keep the appointment, and she didn't re-
turn home

that night.

“Krishnaland:® That is the name one spokesman gave
to describe the gold-plated temple, equipped with mar-,
ble toilets and fountains shaped like elephants, being

The Ontario cabinet is expecting
a controversial report on cldls to
be presented soon. Reporter Bill
Dampier has been investiguting
the subject for a month; this is the
first article of his series.

“There was no note, nothing,” Mrs.
Caine said at the time. “We didn't sleep il
weekend. We imagined all the worst
things that can happen to a girl that age.”

Shirlc'gf honed the following evening
and said she was well, that she was stay-
ing with friends, and was not going v

built on McCreary’
some of the moncy begged by Mare Krishnas is going,

come hiome. When her mother asked
where she was, she hungup. )

Mrs Caine worried for a few days, then
called the police, 'The officer who spoke 1o
her was courteous, but he explained care-
fully there was nothing he could do.

Hin daughter is 18, and decimed 1o be an
adully the olficer said. If he located her
and shie did not want her parents to know
where she was staying, he would not be
able to tell thom,

Two days Jater, Mrs. Caine called the
wlice gpain and an officer came 1o the
FSIVRTIN

“He wasn't pleasant to me,"” Mrs, Caine
recalls. "lis manner seemed Lo say ‘Well,

See BRAINWASH/page A12

Av o e

. w1 ppe

L

s Ridge, W.Va. It explains whery



A12/TORONTO STAR, SATORDA

9
l w -
Uittt o Do et SRl Y

MARCH 8,

1980

“They only had her for two weeks’
but her daughter’s ‘like a robot’

after meeting cult,

Continued from page 1
she’s 18, there's nothing 1 can do, why are
you wasting my time?'

“Shirley is 18, but she's not very mature
for her age, She's not as mature as some
girls are at 14,

“Eventually he told me that I had a .

Rr?bggm. that 1 was the one who needed
elp.” -

A week after her daughter disappeared.
Mrs. Caine learned that she was livin ina
iemple on Avenue Rd. owned by the Inter-
national Society for Krishna Conscious-
ness — the Hare Krishnas. She also learn-
ed, to her surprise, that a neighbor's son
was a devotee of the sect, and had been
taking Shirley to meetings there for some
months.

Living in temple

When she next saw her daughter, it was
at the Hare Krishna temple, under the
carelul eyes of half a dozen sect members.

“Shirley came in, wearing a long blue
dress and a cow! on her head, and she had
lost about 10 pounds, just in that short
time. ..

“] put my arm around her and kissed
her and it was like kissing a board. There
was no response at all. She was like a
robot. She never looked me right in the
eyes, not once."”

Shirley’s parents, who live in a mobile
home outside Toronto, are by their own
description “not a wealthy‘famig. We
don't have any money io hire a de-pro-
grammer. And there isn't anything here
in Canada 10 help us. There's nowhere to
turn.” ‘ .

So if is only by the barest chance ‘that
Mrs. Caine got her daughter back.

Shirley phoned her mother about a
week later, sounding happy and unusually
clated. She wanted her mother to send her
flanneletie pyjumas and a dress. She said
she needed the pyjamas because it was
cold where she was sleeping — on a mat
on a cement floor. She needed the dress
for sam-kirtan — selliLng' Krishna litera-
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Metro mom says

‘In the normal course of events, Mrs.
Caine might not have heard from her
daughter again. But in this paricular
case an accident intervened: Shirley got
siCk.

Two weeks after she had moved into
their tcm{;le, members of the group
checked Shirley into the Women's College
Hospital. Two days later she called her
parents in tears and asked them to come
and get her,

‘Garlands in hospital

They found their daughter in a room
decorated with pictures of the secl’s lead-
er and gods, festooned with parlands of
flowers. Sect members had left a tupe
recorder of Krishna chants, and books for
her to read. They had also brought special
vegetarian food, which they said Shirley
must eatl.

The Caines learned their daughter was
suffering from severe malnutrition and
incipient phlebitls.

“Her legs and knees were all swollen,”
Mrs. Caine says, “and she was very wuisk,
She couldn't bathe herselfl or wash her
hair. We had o help her.” .

Shirley had changed in other ways s
well, Mrs. Caine says.

uShe's much more child-like than she
was before. She needs someone 10 hold
onto, to hold her hand, and she's terrified
they're going to come and take her back,

“We fook’ her to her srandmother’s
house,” and she couldn’t sleep until her
brother went outside and walked ul)
around the house. She thouy W fhere was
someone hiding outside.

«Mom, I hear noises,” she said. “They're
going Lo come and get me!

“And there's something clse wrong with
her, something T can’t really explain. She'll
be talking and smiling and chueery, and
{hen something you say, or suiething in

tne conversation will set her off. ey eyee
lids droop and her face goes blank, as il
she'sin some kind of trance.”

Shirley has since been re-admitted to
haspital, on the orders of the family physi-
cian — but a different hospital, and with
her name deleted from’ the register be
catse the family fears cult members will
try to reach her again. They have al-
ready phoned four fimes, asking
where Shurley is being kept,

Mrs. Caine says Shirley told
her “she wanted 1o leave” the
teaple but “she had one of
the  whatchamacallit  —
devotees = with her all the
tinie, even when she was
taising to me on the tele-
phone.”

I'he Hare Krishnas say,
however, that Shirley was
a1l the temple voluntarily
and could have left at any
time.

Mrs. Caine says the cult
kept $160 Shirley took with
her when she entered the
temple -~ “they say she
made a contribution v the
church” — and they still
have the dress Mrs. Caine
sent her daughter to wear
when she went out beg ging.

Hut Mrs, Caine has her
daughter.

“] can't tell you how
happy we are to have her
havk,” she says, “but it's s0 .
sad 1o see her like this. ]
think she'll have tp have
help for a long time,

“And they only had her for two
weths!”

There is nothing unusual about the
Caines' story. Iistimates of the number of
mewabers of the 2,506 cults active in
North America vary {rom 300,000 to 3
million and there are not even good
guesses about the number of cult mem-
bers in Canada or in Toronto.

Bui it is probably fair to say that every
day of the year, sumewhere in North
America, some family sopnewhere has an
experience similar tothat of the Caine's.

With one difference: Usually the kids
don't come hack.

Nl many generalizalions can by made
about the quasi-religious cults, and thelr
cousins, the quasi-therapentie “human
potential” movements.

Some, like the “UIKO" cult headed by
Shet and “Peep” — also known as Mar
shall Herf .»\pp&vwmm, 47, musician, anc
Bonpie Lu Trousdale Nettles, 51, nurse =
chum fewer than 60 members,

Others are enormous in size and influ
cnce, for example, the Unificatio
Churel, headed by a Xorean industrialis
named Sun Myeung Moon, is part of .
worldswide organization with assets est
mated at $200 million, One LS. congre:
sional anvestipator caleulated thal th
hihcation Chureh — only one part of th
Mueon empire — took in between §1 an
$3 million a month, most uf it from stree
carner *donations.” '

I also tried quietly, according to 1.4
[ederal charges, illegally, to gain contr
ol o Wislnngton, DO, bank. 1L owns il
newspapers in New York, Tokyv an
}¥rankfurt, and Moon has said he intenc

1o found a chain of church-owned new
im a1l RATTQ ctatac
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Making money is nol a casual activit
for the cults. 1. lon Hubbard, the science
fiction writer who founded the Church of
Sclentology, an vrganization that started
as a “mind improvement” program, is
said o have told a convention of science
fiction writers in Newark, N.J., that
“writing for a penny a word is ridiculous,
If a man really wanted to get rich, the
best way would be Lo start his own reli-
gion.” oo

I~

Hubbard olvinusly took his own advice
Time maguzite: enlitnatcs the net assets ol
Scientology at $»0 million.

The money is used to “extend the work”
of the cull, but that work can be difficull
to distinguish from the personal welfare
of the leader. L. Ron lubbard, for exam-
K/lrg. spends much of his time crulsing the

diterranean aboard a luxurious yacht
owned by the church. The French have
canvicted him of fraud in absentia and
sentenced him 1o fuur years in jail, and his
wife Mary is currently appealing a U.S,
'(t:ionvlction for conspiring 1o obstrucl Jus-

ce,

(A Scientology spokesman recentily an-
nounced that while it was true Mrs. Hub-
bard had been convicted of a crime, she
would not be expelled from the church be-
cause she and her co-conspirators had
“sincerely repented.”)

Sun. Myeungt Moon, the leader of the
Unification Church, spends much of his
time in a Juxurious mansion in upper New
York state that comes complete with two
yachts,

“When you have a rebirth, il is accom-
glanled by a certain amount of zeal,” says

eil Salonen, the U.S. leader of the Uni-
fication Church, “and it is out of this zeal
that you want fo give everything you
have.”

But one disgruntled ex-member of the
church notes: “It is a condition of faith
that, if you give money, you will be

saved.”
Marble toilets

The Hare Krishnas are spending a sub-
stantial amount of their money o build
“Krishnaland” — described by one
spokesman as the religious equivalent of
Disneyland — complete with a gold-plated
temple, marble toilets, and fountains in
the sha{)e of clephants spouling water In
" the unlike
Ridge, W.Va, :

If it is arguable whether the cults do
érood, there is no question at all that they

o well. And they are rarely choosy in the
methods they use. ,

Some examples: e
0 The Moon organization runs arma-
ment factorics, uses free labor from ity
- members to win office-cleaning contracts
at unbeatably low prices (aided by a tax-
free status that makes the profits either
ridiculously cany to hide or subje¢t to
“religious ‘excmptions”), makes movies,

publishes books, and sends the members

out in thousands to panhandle on street
corners. - A

One ex-Moonie, for instance, calculates
that she gave the organization $250,000
over four years. She raised the money by
begging on ‘street corners .and sellin
flowers 18 hours a day — and a good par

of the money was raised In Toronto, _°
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new money in the laton Centre and half a
dozen suburban shopping plazas  The
operate from houses owned by the church
in the Kensington Market area, and run a
“babes camp’” — an indoctrinatiun centre
- near Rice Lake.

£ The Way International, a cull with
headquarters In New Knoxville, Oo, in-
duced a quadraplegic in California to sipn
over 15 per cent of the $1.5 millian he won
in settlement of the accident that Jeft him
crippled for life by telling him that their
prayers and faith-healing methods would
cure him within a year. He had to huld the
pen in his teeth to sign Lheir agreement.
(Me later sued and got the money back),
[ The Church of Scientology, which.
claims more than 5 million adherents
world-wide, charges its members as much
as $15,000 cach for “courses" designed to
improve their intelligence and make their
lives happier, once they master the tech-
niques of becoming an ‘“‘operating
Thetan,” One Oregon woman won a 5{2
milllon judgment against the church -
now being appealed — when a jury agreed
with her charges that the claims were
false, and that Scientology's techniques
had caused her psychological damage. In

“Toronto, the Scientologists have invested

some of their profils in a nine-storey of-
{;fe building at 696 Yonge St., just south of
oor.

O Therafields, not a cult but a large
*“therapeutic community” opcra\in§ on
Davenport Ave,, charges members from

- one-quarter to one-third of their income C)

for the benefits of “counselling.”

[0 The Hare Krishna temple on Avenue
Rd., which claims 4,000 active members
in Toronto, sends them out to “sell litera-
ture” on Yonge St. The Krishnas some-
times forsake their characteristic salfron
robes for business suits and wear wigs to
make the selling easier. They also dress up
as Santa Clauses at Christmas to solicit
money,

[1 The Children Of God, a U.S. cull that
operated widely in Canada but has now
gone underground after changing its
name 1o the Family of Love, used lo prac-
tise a technique known as “flirty fishing."”
Female members were encouraged o en-
gage in “holy prostitution” — identical in
every respect to the unholy kind — and
turn the proceeds over to the group., At
regular group meetings each of the sisters
was asked to describe their three top
“flirty fish” of the month and the best
were given rewards, while their less en-
thusiastic sisters were chastised and en-
couraged to do betier.

Cult members say they don't do that
any more,
_Plecing together the full extent of cull

activities is extremely difficult.

The Unification Church, for example,
operates at least 140 associated or “front”
organizations, ranging from the innocent-
sounding Collegiate Association for Re-
search of Principle, or CARP, which is in
fact a recruiling arm of the church oper-
ating on university campuses across
North America, including the University
uf Toronto, to the equally high-toned
International Conference for the Unifica-
tion of Science. L
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Pilitastion proup listed inthe front cover of
the Toronto telephone bouk under the
headline Drug Crisis,

{1 1n also conneeted with the ostensibly
respectubie APRL — the Alliance for the
Protection of Religious Liberty = and its
Canindan counterpart. Recently released
Seientolopy dopuments, seized by the IFBI
iy pit ol a Jong investigation which res
sulted me the cogvictlon of top US, Scien-
tulopits fur ohstrueting justice (they were
sccused of bugging a meeting of the Inter-
il Hevenue Serviee that was discussing
Seientology's tax exemptions) show APRh
as one of a number of “PR froni organiza-
tions™ whose names should be coded in
internal communeations to conceal their
connection with Scientology.

‘Heavenly deception’

AP'lLL, as its name might suggest, is a
lobhy that promotes the inlerests of
“minurity religions” = chief among them
Sewentology,

‘This “divine deceit” or, in the Moonies’
term, “heavenly deception” is a normal,
expected, and rigorously applied method
of operation used by the major cults, even
8t the level of soliciting money on the
sireets,

Formet members of the Moonles say it
is commonplace for new members o have
joined the group, left their families and
moved into o cemmunal home, ofien ip a
different city, before they discover the
group hlhey have joined is the Unlification
“hurch.

Prlvutoly, the cults defend “heavenly
deception' as a necessary method of save
ing souls.

“Telling a lie only becomes a sin if you
tell it 10 take advantage of a person,” Sun
Myeung Moon writes in a collection of his
speeches distributed to inner members
“but if you tel) a lie to do a good thing fot
him, that is not a sin. In restoring man
from evil sovereignly, we must cheat.
Even Gud tells a lie every so often,”

In practical terms, that means that the
Harvard university student who signex
up for a $20 Forida vacation sponsored by
the innocent-sounding CARI® and founc
himself In a Moonie indoetrination centre
was not sinned against. “She never men
tioned the Unification Churceh,” the stu-
dent ssid of his recruiter after a worriec

arent called the Florida police from Bos:

on to ask them to investigale the camp
“For all 1 knew, CARP waus a goldfist,
breeding club.”

It is worth noting that there is also &
HARP — a Highschool Association for thy
Research of Principle — that recrults for
the Moonies in high schools.

One result of the “heavenly deception”
practised by cults is that when you give a
dime lo some unknown but worthy-sound- -
Ing “charitable” organization, you may
well be vontributing to the luxurious lifes
style of sume cult leader somewhere,

A more serious result is thatl an
innocent-sounding invitation {o a “love
feast” at a religious meeting, or 10 meet
“a great group of people who share the
sumie idens you have,” or to “come and
visit a farsm & bunch of people 1 know have
near lice Lake” or even to take a “Iree
psychological test" can be the fatal first
step in a long, damaging and harmful in-
volyement in gome cult you've never

’"-““‘m of. : .



