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v Tintes taff Writer
I v ene of thy mee curious alliances — For Fad'ern
e nd Bt Gt mobeers, Add element s of interna-

Pl catealing and stvfioure hank aceounts and the
et boonmiss pydinmece bizaere,

The o nepak event was the death of Steven Lovan who
wormped down euts e a Newport Beach restaurart,

Pt noredlity, Stevery Bovan had only a supporting role.
Yoo by ddid e 1 oo than to fecus public and police

b -eevm o Larw that had been playing out for several
ALARE A )

'tio crung is Southern California's Gold Coast —
N1 [icach and Laguna Beach: the former with its
vor- o for money and financial high-rolling, the latter

vt caeuely exotle atmerphere. .

The plavers are legitimate businessmen and confidence
o, snave-headed monks and swong-arm thugs, dope
fieater<and cookie sellers.

And, according to police investigators and withesses who
feutified before the Orange County Grand Jury, the action
wont :omething like this: :

About a vear cgo, & new apd ol hecb investmoent
company ey wd e arice i e hurge Aning financial avea
acdpres el o em e Conng At

T s

Ccmpcmnriatle
exeepl fov 1t oy v - Pkt cioter intantional
Ine. But according to Geanebfury e e dd than
farnier asgocidtes or enplosos ol Prcodam == those
appearaees wersdeesivine '

T e e vior of the caibe or oo e erorated with fhe
surprisitedy sensual paivtings el et crkoof the Have
Krishna religion, The offices cven contained an arca set
aiclo for workehop of the gelfprfoesd deity, Wrishna,

Three of the perare who for 0 F00 oy Chivistopher
Richard, Josepl Gobriel Fedoen B d Jeseph Sbelton
Davis UL had at ane time been Pall-time devotees of the
Krighna relicion, Richard, a thin, sharp-featured young man,
had for a time been president of the Taguna Beach Krishna
temple. '

Another young man involved i Prasadam, Alexauder
Kulik, had contributed at least §2i.000 to Krishna-sponsored
book publishing, according to a Krishua magazine.

But despite their previous posilion: andd affiliations, atid in

N A PR I U

apite of their cantinuer self-profession of faith in the Indian
religion, their position vis-n-vis Lthe orthodox Krishna

ao far trom clear-cul,
e te afTic s of international Krishna Conscious-
N s CRhCON e carporate arm of the chureh, the three

chureb

\ Ay,
RAEKEN

(ormer neembers of the Laguna Temple had been expelled

in Jate- 1076 fer failure Lo adhere to orthorlox prineiples,

Accordiy e RobertGrant, @ member of [SKCON who
overe e epetations of the churceh in Californi, the three
hael Bl from geace by virtue of their personal usc of
drugs ard indications they had even dealt drugs on asizahle
scale, _ :

Patl, Crant Baz acdmitted, the rift went even deeper.

Grant has characterized the Pradadam partners as
heretics who "believed they could do anything, so long as it
was in the name of their God" e says that Richard was the
Segeu” of a group of a dozen ar more digsidents who
renvesented @ genuine challenge to the leadership of the
orthodox Krishna church.

"I'he group tised the chureh as a cover for what they were
doing." Grant said. "And they wanted to contintic to use that
cover even after we expelled them”
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2y en that characterization may do some injustice to the
rclationship, since Richard, Davis and Kulix continued tn b
on tood torms with the chirch's spintual leaders in Irela
deapite ISKCON's expulsion onder, Local ISKCON leiirfers
gav the Indian hierarchy was attempting to show tho
dissidents the error of their ways and to return theni to the
ways of righteousness.

Whatever the praper characterization of Prasadam’s
religion= standing was, the newly incorporated investment
firm very quickly got on with its sccular purpose —

buziness.

According Lo testimony before the Grand Jury investizat-
ing Bovan's death. within six months of its formation,
Pracadam had already invested more than a $500.000 in two
business operations. .

According to sworn statements by police, the source of
that money was the international-drug trade, specitieally
"honey oil," a potent form of refined marinana which has
long been imported from the Far East by traffickers from
Laguna Beach and elsewhere, and a virtually pure forry of
Far Eastern heroin referred to in the underworkd az "China

Pleasc Turn to l"ngc 16,Col. t

.
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W hite" or "Hong Kong No. 4" :
" 'I'here is evidence that Kulik has been involved in such
T 1eotics trafficking. In 1972, he was arrested in Kabul,
A7 rhanistan, with a large quantity of "honey oil" in his
1 scssion. His arrest at that time was as the result of an
ir. ¢<lization that had begun in Laguna Beach.

\ned on Oct, 22, a few hours after Steven Bovan was killed,
Jhik was again arrested. this time in Mission Vicjo, by
(1 ange County sherif('s deputies who saict they found half a

| Rilo of "China White," worth perhaps $750,000, in his
| CARRIN S (e] ¢ 8 i '

Whatever the source of its capital, Prasadam, on the
s face, was involved in legitimate business. Through a
marketing firm called Quest, PDI had, according to Grand
Jury testimony, invested more than $300,000 in a health-
fond product called "Bionic Bits™
~ An advertising man, Byron Linde, who testificd before the
Grand Jury, said part of the money, $75,000, had gonc to
Universal Studios for use of the "Steve Austin Bionic Man"
trademark in promoting the cookies. .

T'he cookics and the marketing program were largely the
~ brainchild of Linde and a PDI emiploye named Robert Shea.
Shea, a garrulous, sclf-described "super-salesman,” has told
."ie Times and police that he had been involved with the
Prazadam partners since well before the time they were
eoelled by ISKCON.

¢ hea claims, however, that his involvement was only in
the legitimate business end of PDI and that, in fact, he was
conducting the Bionic Bits venture in such a way that "the
source of the money was going to become evident to the
whole world. .

"The longer I was around Davis and the rest," Shea said,

16 cun., Dec. 18,1977 R

"the more I got sick of their using the Krishnas, who are“r

gnnd people, as a cover. I figured if 1 could get PDI to spend
enough moncy, somebody would begin asking cjuestions
ahout where the money came from."

1f that was Shea's purpose, he scems to have succeeded
admirably. Besides the $300,000 that went into Bionic Bits

through Quest, PDI also had, during its first six months in |
the investment busincss, dropped $250,000 into a Costa Mesa |
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Shea and Linde, bath suzpocted by PDIof stealing PDI
funde, were caticed inte aomeevins < the Prasadam offices.
Tho folees i s b b Ve secsd e helween Dep,
Dist Al Corterenl s Sbil oo bat then happened

Capter "And whet Yappored o hon Bryon Linde and Bob
Shea came info the of Fersof POL

Roazei CWell, we —a e an' o he b them mnre ot lewie and
split themaup. " ' :

Carler:"Now, did yausl g witi Bob shea?

Rossi"Yos, . )

Carter; "And did Bobsheudavelop a bloody ear?

Rossi:"Very quickly,”

Carter: "Would you tell the Grand Juty how he developed
the blondy car?"

Rossi; "He was sitting ou the couch and got smacked in the
ear.'

Shea, according to the Lestimony, got "smacked in the car"
twice, once by Rossi and once by another of the Italians,
Raymond Resco. The purpose of the smacking was to
convinee Shea to sign over to PDI his shares in Bionic Bits.
According to Rossi, Shea was more than willing to doso.

Carter; "Well, he (Shea) said there would be no problem
after you discussed the problem with him. Is that correct?”

Illlosii: "Well, he signed it with the blood dripping on his
collar,

The rest of the Italians' "business discussions” went in a

‘'similar faghion. Linde, when asked at gunpoint for $35,000,

agreed quickly to sell his house Lo raise the money.

Linde testified that he mentioned his willingness to sell
the house to one of the Italians. The Italian, identified by
Linde as Anthony Merane Jr., "said, 'It Is a nice house. You
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anything bappen to them! AL that time, T got a little sick,"
Linde testified.

Lit Linde, Kirk aereed to turn over the equity in his
For= ta PDIL alter coaing by the Jtalians, In their testi-
mony, Lthe two marketing men deseribed Lheir offorts to
paie Uhe 35,000 cash PDUwanted, ajob that took almost a
WO

ITARTRY

Yo i in his testimony, eovroborabis Linde and Kirk. He ‘

alobe-tificd that only $5,000 of the $35.000 was turned over
to I'NL He and the other four Ialians split the rest among
them-elves, Ro i said that =0 far as he was concerned, the

iy was st the hegining” of a velationship between |

Prasacdam and the five Italians,

The relationship was also the beginning of the end of

Steven Bovan's life.
Bovan had been an employe of PDT's other subsidiary,

Delphi, the car-customizing firm. As suich, he like most of the |
“other employcs apparently had hecome aware of the PDI

moncy, and perhaps of its source.
Palice investigators say that one of the rumors Bovan may
have heard was that Alex Kulik kept at least $1 million

buried in a trunk somewhere in Southern California. That |

may explain why, several weels alter the Italians came to

work for PDI, Kulik was kidnaped on the street outside the |-

Prasadam offices. R
According to Rossi, the kidnapers were identificd as

Bovan, another Delphi employe, Stan Kieffer, Robert Shr 9/'

and two other men.

\
(Shea, in an interview, denicd that he was involved, and

investigators now say he may not have heen. But Shea says
that Bovan and Kieffer were involved)

According to Rossi, Kulik was hustled into a van on f

while Bovan pistol-whipped and otherwise abused him In:
effort to learn the location of the $1 million.
Rossi said Kulik denied having such a cache, hut he d
offer Bovan $100,000 that was in his safe at the PDLoffx
Jovan, Rossi testified, called PDI, demanded the moucy &
said he would call back. S ‘
"Phe-PDI office manager, Joseph Federowski, immadile
summoned Rossi and the other four [talians, therebry suil

1378

the stage for a shootout, a ransom, a high-sx?ecd chy
another shootout. Please Turn to Page 17.C

have got two beautiful kids and I would hate to have

MacArthur Blvd. at gunpoint and driven around for an hour |
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Murder, ‘D_rugs,' 6-Fi_guré Bank
Accounts Mark Bizarre Alliance|

report that Shea and Kieffer had been seen |
in the free-lunch line at the Hare Krishna }-

Continued from 16th Page

The Italians agreed to accompany Fede-

rowski when he delivered the ransom to the
. appointed rendezvous, a lookout point
beside Interstate 5, south of San Clemente.

Rossi testified that he rode to the rendez-
vous with Federowksi, holding the $100,000
in a briefcase on his lap. During the ride,
Rossi testified, he opened the briefcase, took
out $70,000 and hid it under the seat, assur-

. ing Federowski the kidnapers would not
notice the ransom was light.

(Rossi also testified that the Italians made
off with most of the approximately $70,000
themselves. As near as he could remember,
he said, the kidnapers got away with $30.-
000, and the Italians with $40,000. He testi-
fied that he returned the remaining $30,000

" to PDI later, and the Prasadam partners

 and.several of the Italians followed the -

were so pleased that they let him keepit)
The rendezvous was made, and the kid-

napers traded Kulik for the briefcase. A shot

or two was fired in the exchange, Rossi said,

kidnapers. .
That, Rossi said, precipitated a running
gun battle on a highway in northern San
. Diego County following which the abduc-
tors escaped.
Rossi testified that Kulik and the rest of
the PDI group were, once they had caught
their breath, enraged. They swore ven-

geance on the kidnapers. The vehicle of that
vengeance was to be the Italians. .

* price, Rossi testified, a final figure was

-

agreed upon — $25,000 for each of the five
persons thought to be involved, a contract
for five murders with a completion price of
$125,000. :

During September, immediately follow-
ing Kulik's abduction, Rossi and the other
four Italians tried to fill the contract. They
located Bovan's home in Fountain Valley
and began periodically watching it; they let

it be known in the bars and restaurants of

Newport Beach that there would be a 31,000

reward for the person who located Bovan.
Rossi testified that he and his colleagues

.even made a trip to San Diego to check out a

Afier several meetings to negotiate a

ot L e e T T TR e g vmf%
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temple there. .

Rossi said that the PDI group supplied ’
them with a hypodermic full of pure herion |-
with which they were to fatally overdose |

the pair, should they be located.

{Shea, in an interview, said that he had

been in the San Diego temple at the time the

Tialians were seeking him, but that friends |

had spirited him away when they learned of

the planned killing)

The search for the kidnapers was unsuc-
cessful, Rossi testified, although it continued
into October, despite the departure of the
PDI partners. Rossi said the PDI group left
to visit the spiritual head of the Krishna
movement who was, at the time, ill and near
death.

But, Rossi testified, the Italians were
assured that the partners would return and
?1(13122‘ the murder contraets, if they were

n the case of Steven Bovan, the contract :
was filled early on the morning of Oct. 22,1

according to Rossi:

Rossi said that he was not present when |-
Bovan was shot. And according to the prose- |

cution, neither was another of the five

Italians, Anthony Merone Sr. But, according | .

o the prosecution, Jerry Peter Fiori,
Anthony Merone Jr., and Raymond Resco
were present when Bovan was spotted
outside El Ranchito, a popular downtown
Newport Beach after-hours club.

Newport Beach Det. Sam Amburgey who
interviewed Merone Jr. and Fiori after their
arrest on Oct. 26, testified before the Grand
Jury that Fiori confessed to shooting Bovan.

Amburgey testified that Fiori said Bovan
resisted when the three attempted to abduct
him Fiori, who according to the prosecution
had been convicted in another gangland
killing in the East, fired two shots which

knocked the 6-foot 7-inch Bovan to the |

ground. Then, according to Amburgey's
testimony, Fiori said he stood over Bovan
and fired seven more shots into his body.

Please Turn to Page 18, Col 11l
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Continved from 17th Pave
Al three then tied in Fiori's lime-green Cudillac conv ert-
inle. Four days later, 2 Co:ta Mesa policeman snotted the
distnctivecar at g io 41 auto ricelershin and arrested Fiort
as he attempted to :e ';. W zmnx a fow Fcu. 3. investie
haf‘ bunn o picce
rrested Merone .Jrn ;
oo.n in:ermf'ated fay vely but were not 1 md

A few dayvs later. mivestigators began to f.mhciv reveal
some ¢f the more ¢xoiic aspects 6f the cas2. rarticuiariv the
evidence of involvement on the part of the »/DI nartners.

Det. Amturgey even managod 10 locate and interview one
of the PD{ group, Josepn Federowski, befora inv echgamrs
became aware of the evidence involving PDL

Federowski told Amburgev that PDI had not hired the
Iialians but rather nad been victims of the same strone-arm
tactics and extortion emploved against Bvron Linde and
Roberz Shea. He told &Amb gey that the Italians were

“plaodsuckers* on PDJ, not :.mnloves of ihe firm. When
Amburvey asked why PDI paid the Itaiians a salarv,
Federowski replied: "\y e gave mern the moneyv so that they
didn't take the money?

. Federowski's statements obviously failed to convince the
police and the prosecuricn. Four davs arter Bovan's death.
arrest warrants were obtained for Federowski, who had | ov
that time disappeared. as well as for Alexander Kulik, his
wife, Eisie, Joseph Davis and Rov Richard The warrants
charged them with consoiracy ana murder in Bovan's death.

Several weeks later, the case wzs presented to the G"and
Jury which returned an indictment against the t}
Italians previously charzed and against the five rraaao.:'n
figures.

As of the moment. all but Federowski e been apore-
hended. Joseph Davis was captured m.Bah indonesia. bv
authorities there and returned to Orange County. Ru&'
Richard surrendered to Newport Beach oohcc after two
days of negotiations. and.is presently in jail in lieu of
8100 000 balL
The easiest apprehension was that of Alexander Kulik
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-spotted by sheriif’s de'mtm on Oct. 22 behind the'wheel of a

865,000 sports car that £ac heen parked for several hours in
- a Mission Vxe]o shopping ce-.cr parking lot.
P
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mt':rrcnted ‘and coda ot provide n"o'w‘ dw tifi Clg.u or
car registration when qw.z::sz.oned. I—n. v a: a

charoe o: r)c_-ng cr ‘15; in fu-.Hi

A that point. Kulik had not been linked 1o the o
suvan. He was held in lieu of 3500.500 bail en Lh:
72 and was, aecording o jail orficinls, with
£cs of posting that amount when Newnort Beach polic
ested nim on the murder and conspiracy crarge.
Within a few days, Kulik had managed to arvange coiiateral
for the drug bail and for th2 additional $230.000 requested
¢n ine murder-conspiracy charge.

‘iz remained fres for more than a month on that bail unfil
Iast wesk when Newport Beach officers rearrested him on
vet another charge — harboring a fugitive.

3 latest charge stems from the fact, according 1o the
officers who arrested Kulik, that he was hiding his wife.
Eisie, in the La Costa Country ciub apartment he had rented
under 2 faise name.

Ta that charge was added an additional heroin nos:e«xon
charge arising from the discovery by officers the following
day of 13 ounces of heroin hidden in the air cieaner of
I‘..‘ iX'sruck

By the end of the week, following the Kulik s mdlc.“ ent
by a San Diego federal grand jury and the raising of his
Orﬁnoe County bail, Alex Kulix was being held in lieu of 3.7
muiiion in bail: his wife, Elsie, was being held in Heu of $2.75
million.
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