October 4, 1985
Memorandum to any interested initiated Vaisnava“
in Radha Kalachandji dhama -

From: Bhaktarupa dasa and on behalf of Navina Krsna Prabhu

Please read the attached excerpt from this weeks Sankirtan
Newsletter and give me your thoughts on the following:

1. Should this newsletter be posted as they are every week?

2. In light of the fact that Srila Gurudeva is not here and that
the temple leadership has chosen not to implement any of these.
resolutions until he returns, should there be an Istagosthi
wherein this is read and questions asked and discussed? Keep in
mind that there may be some Vvery strong opinions about
implementation brought out at such an Istagosthi.

3, If it is decided not to have an Istagosthi, how will the
devotees' many questions be answered?

Please let me know by Sunday evening so that an Istagosthi can be
scheduled if necessary. '

. HARIBOL!
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of the GBC . 1s by natlure a
sort of democrauc Con
cept Justassagesinan
cient umes would meet
together 10 resolve a prob-
lem. the concept ofwork-
ing togeiher through a
common vehicle like the
GBC 1s meant to Tepresent
the feelings of aii
Vaisnavas. And that con-
cepl is becoming very
fmporiant i our society.
Lord Caitanya was not

so much concerned with
status. In that sense, all of
Lord Cauanya's followers
had a common goal and
comraderie. And that’s

" {he way that ISKCON is

—t—-—\ '— — - ~

iake hold, and thatthese
resglutions will resultina
greal expansion of the
preaching fforts
We want to expand the
preaching through free-
com A Vaisnavaisult-
«nately the only free
person. because a
Vaisnava is surrendered 10
Krsna and {ree from mate-
1;al attachment. There-

~ fore, he isthe only one
with real freedom. As our
society becomes more

mature, the GBC wantsto

" recognize that mawriy,

" and recognize the inher-
ent freedom of the
Vaisnava. :

And thirdly, 1 think
another theme wasthat-

ns ars already there, . .

1and they speak for them- .-

selves. But just mtermsof
my own editorial cem- ’

: ment, 1 could see thatthe—
3} GBC Bady was recogniz- ~ *

at ing the unique spiritual
al

was unquestionably a
maha-bhagavata. He was
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whether you're Snila™
Prabhupada s disClp:€ O
someone else's disciple.
whether you're & guri oI
a sannyas!, a grhastha or a
brahmacari. We are all
followers of Lord Caitanya
Mahaprabhu and His

" sankirtana movement,
which is very special.

1 think some Vaisnavas
were perceiving this com-
radene or onenessof all
1he followers of Srila
Prabhupada and Lord
Caitanya had beenre-
placed with status (“I'm
this-guru's disciple” or

_ I'mthat-guru’s disciple” |
or “I'maguru’ or “I'mnot .

e

the GBC wanis 1o establish
without any question that
there are absolute
standards 1n Our mMove-
ment. There are absolute
standards involved with
the chanting of 16 rounds
and following the four
regulative principles.

- These standards are niot
relative in any way. They
are absolute standards for
all time and for all per-
sons. Especially the
jeaders of this move-
ment must follow them
because they are Lord

" Caitanya's standards. We

" can't "relative-ize” them.
" They are absolute. .’
These are the three
themes that ] saw at work

s
e

position of Srila Prabhu- . . -

last Monday, with Ba- - -2 pada. Srila Prab hupaclav

lavanta Prabhu. this year’s -, -

o

" 3g seeingKrsna everywhere |

34 at all times, and thusthere
o7 1sna chance ofSrila .~
<! Pprabhupada ever bemng::..

» . 2b...deviated by the material : -

23 energy for any purpose. .
-Thus, all of us—all the® * *

* members of [SKCON— - -
" whether we are Srila: <" »
hpes Prabhupadasdisciplesar
10 grand-disciples or great=:
"grand-disciples or great- -

"~ great-grand-disciples,

can be perfectly pro- =« "¢

_tected under the shelter of -,

$rila Prabhupada’slotus -

‘feet. And the GBC wanisto

establish that position -
- very strongly. In atheg .
‘words, the GBC could:
erceive that Srila &+

-
£
-
¢
-
‘

agury’ or "I'min 1his o1
that zone™) Somehow 0T
other the oneness or the
uniy of this movement.
Wh.lCh 1s so crucial. was
being somewhat ne-
glected. So, 1 think some
of the resoluuons are de-
signed 1o reestablish this
great oneness of the
Vaisnavas.

1think the GBC also
exemplified a great confi-
dence in the members of
thus movement; accepting
their opinion as being
very imporant, significant
and valid. Now ii's been
some eight years since
Srila Prabhupada has

inthemeeting. and Ithink -
that these themes will
" continue to be very promi-
nent in our society asthe
~ yearsgoby.

Excerpts from the Minutes
of the GBC Meetings

- Sepiember 19th

1.RESOLVED:Ifa "
Vaisnava is approached
for initiation, or desires to
initiate in connection with
- opening a new preaching
field, or is otherwise in-
clined to initiate, he must
first consult with the local

Kl R

Brabhupada is tha acarya
.for ISKCON, and will 7e-
main as the acarya for.
ISKCON. as far aswe caa
- see, for the indefinite™”; :
future. That is bis posi— -~
ticn.-. - &l o PR

. The secopdthemel
notced was that the GBC -

* ~ rocognizes the impor- .
tance of the opinions ofall. *
the Vaisnavas in the moves

. ment. ISKCON is a spir-
itual movement of saintly .

_ persons, or sadhus. And .

" just as we see by guru,

. sadhu and sastra, the cpin-
ionof the sadhuisvery. ...

important, After all, Srila - -

* Prabhupada'sand Srila -

* Bhaktisiddhanta’s concept .

cisappeared Many of

Qrylz Prabhupada s QIsCr

ples ere now malure
z:snavas. The GBC has

- conhdence that these

persons, should they de- -
sire so, can take up the
responsibility of intiation

At the same time, the GBC
has great enthusiasm ancd
‘optimism that a great néw

- energy will come into the

movement, as people
begin to expand the
preaching by gong outto
every town and village
with the message of Lord
Caitanya. We're hoping

__that this great energy will

~ CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE

- eXpectsto initiale persons
- residing within the juris-

diction of that temple. In
addition, he must consult .
with three GBC members,
two of whom may be se- -
lected by him. the third
being the GBC member
responsible for the area in
which he wishes to initiate.
Unless he is disapproved
by either the temple au-
tharities or by one of the
three GBC members, he
may take up the responsi-

« bility of initiation. Any

disapproval must be
based upon the Rules and
Guidelines established by
the GBC (see resolution #4
in these minutes).

temple a}lﬂmn“es“f he - SONTINUED ON P.10
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Further, any disap-
proval must be submitted
for confirmation to a five-
man committese consisting
of the three current GBC

- officers, the current
Chairman of the Interna-
tional Temple Presidents
Body, and the current
Chairman of the Interna-
tional Body of Sannyasis.
On receiving such a peti-
tion. that body will care-
fully deliberate on the
issue in consultation with
all parties.

The above committee
will then make a final
determination as o
whether or not the devo-
tee'srequest to initiate is
disapproved.

Tt is further understood
tuaz gl ISKCON gurus

may only innate candi-
dates who have been
reqularly chanting and
Iollowing the regulative
principles for a minimum
of one year.

2.RESOLVED: Any
ISKCON guru may siton
anry ISKCON vyasasana
{except of course Srila
Prabhupada's) anywhers
1 the worlad.

3. RESOLVED: Dhoto—

:r:oha ofany cfSrila
DIab"lLDECIt* S dscn les
..no are Inilalng gurus.
*hen placed on the altar
zfany ISKCON e 'np-e
3 xah pDe pzacec onalevel
igwer than that of the “1c-
rires ct members of our
Zisciphlic succession {Ton-
sisting of Srila Prachu-
rada. Srnila

Bhakiisidchanta. et}

4. RESOLVED: The fcllow
g Rules and Guidehnes
are established for giving
approva! for an ISKCON
Vaisnava 1o begin initiating
disciples.

RULES
a_ Must be strictly follow-
:ng the four reculanve

principles and chanung i8

rounds daily.

b. Must have beenan

nitiated disciple for at

least 10 years.

¢ Must not have had a
fzildown within five years
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record of moral turpitude
e. Must not have alle-
giance to a spiritual au-
thority outside of ISKCON,
unless approved by the
GBC.

f. Must not be lacking in
understanding and knowl-
edge of the sastra.

g. Must support the GBC.

GUIDELINES

a. Should have a Bhaktive-
danta or Bhakti-vaibhava
degree in'philosophy.

b. Should not cause doubt
about his ability to follow
the code of conduct.

c. Shculd no'f be irwo‘ved .
m ‘abnormal siuauens’.
An example cfthisis cited
as a disrupted or abnor-
mal family life which
could distracta guru from
his guru duties or other-
wise prove a disruption for
him.

d. Must always be conscr-
entious about presenung
proper philosophy.

e. Must always behave
responsibly.

September20th

5. RESOLVED: Snila Han-
kesa will draft a blueprint
for Varnasrama as Srila
Prabhupada indicated
varnasrama should be
implemented in and by
ISKCON. This oaper wil
be presentea at the an-
rual GEC meenng in May-

Ann

pur, 1888

18]
r)

6 RESQLVED: Between
now and the 1882 May-
apur Annual GBC meet-
my, alt GBC m=mbers will
!.hmk apout. discuss and
prepare themseivesio
discuss and/or present
proposals regarding
structuring the GBC and
ISKCON suchthatitin- —
cludes proper legislative,
executive, judicial and
ministerial systems as well
as other mechanisms that
shall provide for an appro-
priate management struc-
ture for the society.

7. RESOLVED: The temple
presidents and regional
secretaries in each zone
cantake a vote of
CVW{!CE'ICE:IHQ‘

GBC member when they
feel the situation is severe
enough to warrant inter-
vention by the GBC body.
If the vote is one of no-
confidence, the GBC body
will review the position of
the GBC member in ques-
tion, in consultation with
the appropriate president
and regional secretary,
with the aim of rectifying

" the problem. If the GBC

body and local leaders
are not able toreach an
accord, the GBC body. in
consultation with the ap-
propriats local leaders,
can app.int a new GBC
member for that particu-
lar temple. They should
also consider the suitabil-
ity of that GBC member to
remain on the GBC body.
If 75% of the Internaticnal
Temple Presidents Body
gives a vote of no-
confidence fora GBC
member, then the same
procedure will apply.

- Further. to insure the

compatibility of alt lead-
ers in the society. espe-
cially during thetimes of
breakdown of love and .
trust, there should alsc be
a vote of confidence/no-
confidence for the re-
gional secretary by the
presidents in his area. and
a similar vote for the presi-

dent by the initiated deve-

tees inthistemple.
However. if thereisa
situation wherein a devo-
tee 1s fouad o be msugat-
Ing & sHuahon wWih an aiia
1o seriously disrupt the
peaceful fun .cuorung of
ISXCON's mission. the
GBC body. after mvesnga-
101, May remove rhat
person {rom his position

8. RESOLVED: The follow-
ing general guidelines
should be adopted by all
ISKCON temples, al-

_though it isunderstood

that in centain preaching

areas of the world, cix-  ..eer..

cumstances may have to
be adjusted.

a. No nameplates or en-
gravings of the names of
any ISKCON gurus other
than Snla Prabhupada’s
shall appear on any
ISKCON vyasasana.

PV > < » SUPDREE SRR L T PR T

one vyasasana other than
Srila Prabhupada’sin
eachtempie and there
shall be no “'guest vyasa-
sana’.

c. The non-Prabhupada
vyasasana shall be of such
a height that when any
ISKCON guru sitson it, his
head shall not be higher
than Srila Prabhupada's
chest (Srila Prabhupada
here refers 1o the Deity of
Srila Praphupada on His
vyasasana).

d. Any pictures of
ISKCON gurus placed on
the non-Prabhupada
vyasasana shall allbe of .
the same size.

§. RESOLVED: Inre-
sponse o a suggestion
from the body of temple
presidents, sannyasis,
regional secretaries and
other non-GBC members
present at the New Vrin-
daban meetings Sept. 16
20, 1985. the GBC bedy of
ISKCON has agreed 1a
issue the following state-
ment to all ISKCON mem-
bers: '

The Governing Body of
ISKCON recognizes and,
regrets that many falﬁn_"ul
ISKCON devotess hav
lef the service of ISK CO\I
because of difficultiesin
fashicning appropriate
disciple and guru-
aodbrother relationshup
after Srila Drauhupaac s

departure. However.
GEC ifeels [Llc e 3¢
rhe current rasolutions
made in New V :;xaa.gcu
on 16-20Sept., 188
clearly indicates mat
appropriate acuons are
underway to correct the
situation. The GBC, there-
fore, invites all such devo-
tees to return to their
service to help usin our
determinaton to
strengthen and purify this
great movement.




