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Dean  Andrews,
Westminster resident any ¢
member of the l‘»u%
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tescostal  Church, wij{i
share his experience
during a 7 p.m, youy
servige Bunday a( Cypross
Holy Cross Lutheryy'
Church, 4321 Cerritos Ay
~The Editor ‘ i

Dope  dealer.  Harg
Krishna devotee
Astrologer. Impoverished:
transient. Dabbler in (h
supernatural. Seeker,

A lot of dusty highway
brought Dean Andrews |
where he s Loday. They Jed
from Virginla o Texns]
from Idaho to Oregon, fro
Hawail  to  Southern
California, in the incredib)
Journey of & man who“
wanied o find his ow
answers, Ky

*'1 was a person reaching:
out,” he says simply. Fairg
haired and irrepressible,
Dean looks much younger
than his 30 years, Higl
candid face reveals scant:
trace of the ravages thaf;
scarching broughi him, But;;
‘they are instde him nons
theless, and he doesp’
~want to forget the ‘wrong
turns that he made, .

Dean compares hig,
former selfl to the
slorybook donkey who ha)%
a carrot dangling in front off
his nose. The faster (hy'
donkey ran, the more
directions in which he,
turned, the more the garrgki
cluded hm. .

With Dean, the seductive.
lure was God. Hé thought?
that he could reach God hy;
injecting LSD into his bloodﬁ-
system; or mayhe through?
studying  stellar  fore
mations; or perhaps by.
emulating mysties like;
Edgar Cayce, CE

He whas in Virginia poring
‘qver the works of Cayee™
nearly five years aga when 5
he stopped to pick ug) ay
bizarre-looking hitchhiker ?
with the shaven head andj
ﬁ;?pelesf garx(lilenls of a

e Krishna devotee,

D%‘nxr'r immediatelyy
sensed a “supernatural” :
presence aboul the man, ¥
could ‘‘feel vlhratlonsgg
going through my body,"” ]
Believing that the stranger

“Planet,”  Dean -'{oundL




He first looked for God
with LSD, Hare Krishna

himself improssed by his
‘““separateness.’
""He was a challenge lo
me,” Dean explains now;
YA challenge of
separateness.’’ The
- devotee challenged Dean to
Join him in the life of Hare
Krishna, but the enthralled
young man knew he was
nol yet ready to surrender,

The devolee did leave
v Dean with a token of his
_existence—a Krishna
- chant. “'1 began chanting,”
says Dean, “and things
began to happen jn my
head, in my life. Through
submission, I allowed that
spirit into my body.”
From that point on, Dean
knew if was just a matter of
time, He came back to
California and gathered up

travelling outreach. He and
flve other men were
provided with a van filled
with books and literature to
distribute through Texas
and Oklahoma. Given pa
money, they had to beg
gasoling, tires and food Lo
keep the project operating.

While at the temple,
however, Dean kept (o a
strict routine of worship,
chanting, chores and the
street work in  which
devotees sang, danced and
distributed literature, He
always carried a bag in
which his chanting beads
were kept, and he was
required to chant one time
for each of Lhe 108 beads 16
times daily.

Dean epjoyed the dan-
cing, the identification with

"l told them about my unbelief ...

I was having trouble holding on’ .
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his two children—a 5-year-
"boy, and 4-year-girl—and
took them tn Dallas. Thoro,
* he surrendered his children
and himself {o (he Hare
Krishna temple.

At that lime, Dean says,
he was copvinced that his
actions were necessary for
his children's ‘‘spirifual
purification.'' Hare
Krishna devotees say that
they ‘“‘had to devote

‘themselves to the service
of God for thejr own good.”
Dean chose the Dallas
temple because it places

! special emphasis on the
teaching of children,

When  the family

surrendered, recalls Dean, ,

"the little boy’s head was
shaved and the little girl
‘was assigned .a guardian,
“It was just a miracle that
‘we weren'{ separated,” he
says thankfully, because
devolees Dbelieve that
families should be divided
to achieve fuller devotion

God. :

As il was, there wag no
other temple where Dean
could be sent at that time,
ko he remalned in Dallas
but was separated as much
as possible from his
hildeen, )

Dean was chagen o be a
part “of the temple's

L

other devolees, the
‘‘strangeness of it." Bul he

—didn’t  dilee- The™ IOSS"W()'I‘

contact from the outside
world, the strict
regulations, the gradual
dulling of his mind and
senses through constant
chanting.

“I {ried}” he reveals
earnestly; *'I got head first
into it, but 1 came across

this invisible wall. 1 had ’

reasoned this whole thing
{o be the truth, so 1 thought
I was a doomed man,"

Devolees told Dean that
Jeaving the iemple wouyld
be “spiritun) sulcide,” that
his pext incarnation would
be miserable hecause he
would have failed in’ this
kharma.

“I told them about my
unbelief,” he says now, “I
told them I was having
trouble holding on.” But
the only.help the Jeaders
could offer him was morg
time to read, and he could
draw no reassurance from
the abstract, wordy books
that expound the Hare
Krishna philosophy,

And Dean began to worry
about his children, They
constantly were suffering

from calds and {linesses
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because of the starchy,
low-protein digt demanded
for the devolees. Thelr
health was undermined
further by ftemple routine,
which allowed them only
four or five hours of sleep
ench pight.

! .

Temple " leaders 1told
Dean the children merely
were experiancing
“gpiritual shock" and that
he should not worry about

“It. But Dean could not

reconcile himself to the
temple pressure to ignore
his children, ““They would
come to me for warmth and
security,” he recounts
painfully,” "*and 1. was
forced to reject them.”

So Dean surreptitiously
called his sister and
brother-inlaw to arrange
plans for his escape. He
gathered what he could of
his children's belopgings
and his own and slipped oul
during Sunday afternoon
visiting hours.

“It was a great reliefl and

joy for us to be together," .

Dean-reyeals,but his litle
girl was “shocked out and
dazed'' by the experience,
He also was finding 1t
difficult to cope—branded
by his shaved head he was
regarded as a freak and
unable to find work, ‘

And so the wanderin,
began again—to Idaho an
on {o Oregon., He had not
rejecled ~ the  basie
philosophies of Hare
Krishna and he continued

to chant, adhering 1o his

meatless diot, but still felt
restless and unfulfilled.

In 1973, Dean foupd

: himself at the door of a

Christian commune in
Hawali.

He . was  broke and
hungry, hoping to pass as a
Christian long enough 1o
get a few days ‘of {ree
lodging.

“Man, what you need is
to get saved, the com-
mune Jeader told Dean.
“You need (o gel aside 1
.Ching, tarot, numerology,
divination, chanting—give
up every form of religious
philosophy.”

HEor g tordeny® thom!

tell meeverything I know."

" addressing the negalive

.sitting cross-legged on the

" nothing of his past because

admite Dean, *'wos like
laying down my brains.
They said that Jesus will

Although he thought he was -
“just changing gurus,”
Dean says, he "knew it was +
a cosmic moment In my
life." i
Afterwards, Dean ¥
remembers, 1 made &
confession and renounced *
everything, but 1 didn't feel ¥

’:

&

a thing. I felt as if 1 had cut {7
my heart out, surrendeped ¢
everything 1 knew, and ...

5

nothing had happened.”

Then & man laid his’
hands on Dean's head and,

Influences in hig koul, sald,
"1 cz;slf 2/’01:1 out of this
vessel of God in the name
of Jesus Clwisl!" m

Dean recalls (hat he was

floor, He says he suddonly |
felt “*a tingling, an uplifting
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sensation. My breath was i
caught, my head snapped ...
back andmy arms wenl up 73
in the air, T knew I had .
crossed through to the %
other side.” I

4

Afterwards, Dean went
‘outside, feeling “like a
vacuum being filled with

. theknowledge of God. I fel =

as if someone had taken the
gauze from my eyes," . %

w

Dean feelp absolutely 7
certain that Chylstianity is
the end of {he road, not i'uat Rl
anolher step, in his search
for God. Lixcept for the
hurt his children ex-
perienced, Dean regrels

he knew it was ‘‘something
1had to do." . 7

His present s full of ¢
silversmithing and friends
and Yacllng good about
himself. Although he still
can understand and -
respect the people who arg
searching the way he opeg
was, Dean feels sure now
that the way he has chosen
is the best way of all. .

“Before, I was dead,” he .
explains {ranquilly, “but -
now I'm alive, '

The search I8 over,' |

T ~Pamela Bpedself ﬁ
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“cult will share-ids cull ex- -
_perience with friends and
members of the Holy Cross *
-Lutheran Church, 4321 ;
+ Cerritos Ave., Cypress. He .
will speak during the Youth
. Service held at 7 p.m. on

May 30. The public is invited ¢

to attend. 3
* Andrews will discuss the
mystique of the neo-cults and
the deceptions which make §
them so powerful today. A i
brief question and answer
. period will follow, i

+ Holy Cross Lutheran :
Church is currently com- |
pleting plans for a Youth J
Activilies Center on the ;
grounds, to enhance the '
existing Youth and Sunday
School program, - ° i
. Pastor Elmer Thyr con-
, ducts a contemporary.!
church service each Sunday ",
morning at 9 am, The ;
; traditional Lutheran service

i follaws at 10:80,
o vgdon.niih 'l'- b b s A(ﬁ




